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AMERICAN    ANNUAL    REGISTER, 


FOR 


THE  YEARS  1882—38. 


HISTORY  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


CHAPTER  I. 


General  view  of  the  course  of  Administration. — Foreign  Policy, ^^ 
Domestic  Policy, — Temporizing, — Poor  arraigned  against  the 
Rich, — Foreign  Infiuence, — Naturalized  Voters, — Principles  of 
the  Government  of  the  U.  S, — Popularity  of  President, — Kesutt 
of  Election. — Policy  after  Election, — Measures  against  V,  8, 
Bank, — Appointment  of  W,  J,  Duane,  Secretary  of  the  TreO' 
sury, — Refuses  to  Remove  the  Deposites, — Dismissal  of  Mr, 
Duane, — R,  B,  Taney  appointed, — Removal  of  Deposites,-^ 
Commercial  distress. 


Thk  term  for  which  General 
Jackson  was  elected  was  now 
drawing  to  a  close ;  and  he  being 
again  presented  as  a  candidate, 
the  electors  were  called  upon  to 
express  their  opinions  as  to  the 
merits  of  his  administration. 

During  the  canvass  between 
Mr.  Adams  and  himself,  the 
principles  by  which  he  intended 
to  be  guided  in  conducting  the 
government  were  so  explicitly 
set  forth,  and  the  pledges  of  re- 
trenchment and  reform  so  posi- 
tively eiven,  that  there  could  be 
no  difnculty  in  determining  if 
2 


those  promises  had  been  per- 
formed. This  could  be  no  longer 
a  question.  The  annual  reports 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
showed  that  there  was  no  dimi- 
nution of  the  public  expenditure, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  an  increase. 
The  professed  disinclination  of 
the  president  to  serve  for  more 
than  one  term  no  longer  con- 
trolled him,  as  was  evmced  by 
his  becoming  a  candidate  for  re- 
election. His  determination  ta 
secure  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government  from  execu- 
tive    influence,    by    rendering 


'' 


10 


ANNUAL  REGISTJER,  1832—33. 


members  of  congress  ineligible 
to  office  during  the  term  for 
which  they  were  elected,  was 
abandoned,  and  a  greater  num- 
l^er  were  appointed  in  his  first 
ierm,  than  had  been  appointed 
ly  all  his  predecessors.  Whe- 
ther these  departures  from  the 
course  he  promised  to  pursue, 
grew  out  of  a  subsequent  con- 
viction, that  the  government 
'Could  not  be  administered  upon 
jiuch  'princifdes,  or  that  these 
pledge's  were  given  merely  to 
influence  the  popular  choice,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  determine. 
The  course  of  the  president  was 
a  practical  refutation  of  the  pro- 
{nises  of  the  candidate,  and  it 
only  remained  for  the  people  to 
decide  upon  the  policy  adopted 
^tSter  his  accession  to  power. 

There  were  many  circum- 
stances, however,  co-operating 
to  prevent  an  unbiassed  decision 
of  this  question.  Tlie  policy 
pursued  by  the  administration, 
m  the  management  of  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country,  indeed, 
was  easily  understood  and  gene- 
Tally  approved.  The  adjustment 
of  the  controversy  respecting  the 
"intercourse  between  the  United 
States,  and  the  British  colonies, 
it  is  true,  presented  an  unfortu- 
>xate  exception,  in  which  both 
4be  dignity  and  interests  of  the 
icountry  were  forgotten ;  but  in 
jgeneral,  the  claims  of  the  Ame* 
rican  ^vemmeot  upon  foreign 
^countries,  whether  for  indemnity 
fer  old  spoliations,  or  for  the  pro- 
iection  of  existing  interests,  were 
lirged  with  ability  and  success. 

The  domestic  policy  was  not 
a«  clearly  develojid.  Whether  it 
msiSiM  tfaecaoinet  was  deiS- 


cient  in  a  master  mind  capable 
of  devising  and  promoting  a  sys- 
tem of  pmicy  calculated  to  ad* 
vance  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  or  that  it  was  unwilling 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
deciding  among  conflicting  inte- 
rests ;  certain  it  is,  that  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  meant  to  be 
guided,  were  promulgated  in 
oracular  phrases  of  equivocal 
meaning,  and  easily  construed 
to  suit  the  purposes  of  all  parties. 

Not  that  it  was  without  a  po- 
licy of  its  own ;  but  this  aimed 
rather  to  follow  than  to  lead 
public  sentiment,  and  to  propi- 
tiate the  people,  by  deferring,  on 
all  occasions,  to  popular  opin- 
ion. 

Its  own  views  on  the  great, 
questions  which  had  divided  the 
community,  such  as  the  tariff 
and  internal  improvement,  were 
consequently  cautiously  advan- 
ced in  propositions  of  ambiguous 
import,  until  the  public  mind  was 
prepared  for  a  full  developement 
of  Its  policy,  and  its  partisans 
enlistea  in  its  support.  Thus  the 
recommendation  by  the  presi- 
dent, of  a  reduction  of  the  tariff, 
to  a  revenue  standard,  was 
coupled  with  an  admission  of 
the  necessity  of  protecting  all 
articles  required  for  the  defence 
of  the  country ;  and  his  doubts 
as  to  the  constitutional  right  of 
congress  to  appropriate  moneys 
to  internal  improvement,  were 
declared  not  to  extend  to  any 
appropriations  for  the  construc- 
tion of  works  of  a  national  cha- 
racter*  These  declarations  seem* 
ed  to  be  put  forth  rather  to  pro- 
pitiate popular  favour,  than  as 
the  settled  convictions  of  a  mind 
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ttcquainted  with  the  various  and  to  power,  and  served  ad  a 

extensive  interests  committed  to  ded  indication  of  the  inteoftion  of 

its  charge,  and  prepared  with  a  the  dabinet  to  bnild  up  and  con-' 

system  of  policy  to  advance  and  solidate  the  administration  party^ 

sustain  them.  They  were  framed  by    rewardii^    its     supporten^ 

to  suit  the  purposes  of  his  parti-  through  the  powers  of  the  go« 

ans  in  different  parts  of  the  union,  vernment 

and  could  be  made  available  to  This,  in  sotne  measure,  dbaxi* 

promote  his  popularity  with  par-  ged  the  character  of  the  partiear 

tiesof  the    most  hostile   princi-  which  existed    previous  t6  iwi 

pies.  eieotioai     l^hey  had   until  that 

To  the  advocates  of  a  protecting  event  assumed  a  sectional  hue, 

tariff,  it  might  be  represented,  the  south  supporting  him,  and 

that  the  protection  of  all  that  the  north  opposing  him,  and  eacfe 

was  required  for  the  defence  of  hoping  to  control  the  policy  of 

the  country,  would  necessarily  the  government, 

embrace  more  than  the  country  It  was   soon  found,  that  by 

was  now  ready  to  manufacture :,  yielding  altogether  to  the  viewi^ 

while  its  opponents  were  coDci<  of  his  southern  supporters,  too. 

liated  by  a  promise  to  reduce  the  much  would  be  haaarded  in  tte 

duties  to  a  revenue  standard.  middle  and  western  tftates,  wberef 

The  enemies  of  internal  im-  they  could   not  be  brought  to 

provement  were  secured  by  his  sanction  the  southern  poucy  as 

veto  of  the  May^ille-road  biU ;  to  the  tariffand  internal  improve* 

while  its  friends  were  prevented  ment. 

from  deserting  by  an  avowal  of  A    temporizing    policy    W8£( 

his  willingness  to  sanction  im-  therefore   adopted    upon   thos€^ 

provements  of  a  national  charac-  points,  and  an  effi>rt  was  mad^ 

ter.  to  introduce  new  questions  crea- 

On  other  questions,  where  no  tin^  broader  parties,  and  oonsoli- 

strong  interests  were  arrayed  in  datui^  the  party  strength  by  divi-* 

opposition,    a    more     decisive  ding  the  community  on  subjects^ 

course  was  taken.  where  sectional  interests  do  not 

Thus  in  relation  to  the  Cfaero-  come  in  collision  with  party  obU» 

kee  Indians,  it  was  determined  gations. 

to  withdraw  from  them  the  pn>  This  was  the  more  heceHssJji 

tection  they  had  until  then  re-  as  the  alienatioh<^ Mr.  Calbourt 

ceived  from  the  federal  govern-  and  his  frienfds  had  taken  icoiti 

ment  by  virtue  of  its  treaties,  and  the  administration  a  portion  ot 

to  intrust  them  to  the  discretion  its  strength  at  the   south,  a<Kt 

of  Georgia.  rendered  it  indUmbent  on  them 

This  determination, — the  first  to  supply  the  .  deficiency  from 
unfortunate  step  in  disregarding  other  quarters* 
the  obligation  of  the  laws,  and  While  such  a  direction,  there- 
substituting  in  tlieir  place  indivi-*  fore,  was  given  to  the  patronage 
dual  will  and  popular  feeling, —  and  power  of  the  government^ 
was  adopted  upon  his  accession    as  stimulated  the  prominent  and 
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more  active  partisans  to  greater 
zeal  and  new  exertions  in  the 
service  of  the  paity;  appeals 
were  constantly  made  to  popu- 
lar prejudices,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  excite  the  jealousies 
of  different  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  to  array  them  against 
each  other  as  hostile  parties,  hav- 
ing conflicting  interests. 

IVith  this  view,  the  propriety 
of  re-chartering  the  U.  S. 
bank  was  brought  into  discus- 
sion lonff  before  any  movement 
was  made  by  that  institution  for 
a  renewal  of  its  charter ;  and  the 
public  mind  was  agitated,  and 
popular  prejudice  excited,  by 
charging  it  with  exercising  an 
undue  and  improper  influence 
over  the  currency,  and  with 
being  a  monopoly  tending  to  fos- 
ter the  interests  of  overgrown 
capitalists  at  the  expense  of  the 
labouring  classes.  The  poor 
were  told,  that  their  interests 
were  adverse  to  those  of  their 
more  wealthy  neighbours,  and 
they  were  exhorted  to  array 
themselves  in  opposition  to  their 
emj^oyers. 

The  power  of  erecting  corpo- 
rations was  stigmatized,  as  an 
usurpation  tending  to  create  mo- 
nopolies inconsistent  with,  the 
nature  of  a  free  government,  and 
to  increase  the  power  of  capital- 
ists to  the  injury  of  the  labouring 
classes. 

These  indications  could  not 
be  mistaken.  It  was  obvious, 
that  those  to  whom  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  was 
intrusted,  were  seeking  to  main- 
tain their  power  by  a  most  dan- 
gefotis  appeal  to  those  very  pas- 


sions which  government  was 
established  to  control. 

The  conservative  principles 
essentia]  to  the  orderly  existence 
of  society  were  thus  hazarded 
in  a  struggle  to  preserve  the 
emoluments  of  ofllice ;  and  the 
singular  spectacle  was  present- 
ed, of  the  party  out  oi  power 
striving  to  maintain  the  autnority 
of  the  government  and  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  systematic  efforts  of 
those  in  power,  to  bring  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  they  depended 
into  disrepute. 

It  was  not  probable,  that  all 
those  who  lent  themselves  to  the 
propagation  of  these  principles, 
were  aware  of  their  dangerous 
tendency.  They  only  thou^t  that 
they  were  popular,  and  looked 
no  farther  than  to  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  received  by 
the  multitude  for  the  evidence 
of  their  truth* 

The  legitimate  result  of  these 
doctrines,  however,  led  to  a  dis- 
solution of  all  government, 
by  weakening  its  powers  at  the 
same  moment,  that  the  disorder- 
ly passions  of  the  idle  and  the 
ignorant  were  roused  into  action 
by  addresses  which  stimulated 
their  cupidity,  and  destroyed 
their  reverence  for  legal  autho- 
rity. 

TTius  the  determination  of  the 
president  to  acquiesce  in  the 
annulling  by  Georgia  of  the  trea- 
ties and  laws  for  regulating  the 
intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
was  sustaining  the  will  and  inte- 
rests of  a  state  government,  in 
opposition  to  the  established  law 
of  the  union.  His  continued  acqui- 
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escence  in  tlie  violation  of  those  that  the  people  in  their  primary 
laws,  after  the  decision  of  the  or  their  legislative  assemblies  are 
supreme  court  of  the  United  to  give  a  construction  to  that 
States,  declaring  the  ground  constitution,  still  less  that  an  in- 
assumed  by  Georgia  to  be  un-  ference  is  to  be  drawn  as  to  its 
constitutional,  was  setting  up  true  meaning  from  their  votes  at 
his  individual  will  in  opposition  a  general  election, 
to  the  constitutional  tribunals  of  They  may  alter  the  constitu- 
the  country.  His  declaration,  tion,  and  they  may  elect  repre- 
that  he  would  construe  the  con-  sentatives  to  administer  it,  but 
stitution  for  himself,  was  an  ex-  the  courts,  and  not  they,  are  to 
ample  of  insubordination,  that  too  construe  it;  and  until  it  is  altered 
many  were  ready  to  follow.  in  the  prescribed  mode,  all  rights 

His  intimation,  that  "  the  rich  secured  under  it,  whether  to 
and  powerful  too  often  bend  the  states,  Indian  tribes,  or  individu- 
acts  of  government  to  their  als,  are  sacred,  or,  if  invaded  it 
selfish  purposes,"  tended  to  ex-  can  only  be  by  the  power  of  the 
cite  the  poor  against  the  rich,  to  majority,  violating  principle  in 
create  a  contempt  of  legal  re-  the  pride  of  strength.  The  ob- 
straint,  and  to  stimulate  the  mass,  vious  results  of  these  new  doc- 
through  their  cupidity,  to  the  trines  was  to  abolish  the  repre- 
commission  of  excesses  inconsist-  sentative  character  of  the  go- 
ent  with  the  good  order  of  so-  vernment.  According  to  these, 
ciety ;  while  the  new  test  that  a  contested  election  was  to  de- 
he  adduced  of  the  constitution-  cide,  without  appeal,  all  disputed 
ality  of  his  course,  i.  e.  its  ap-  constitutional  questions,  and  the 
proval  by  a  majority  of  the  peo-  will  of  the  people  as  expressed 
pie  in  the  general  election,  was  at  the  elections,  was  thus  substi- 
substituting  a  new  and  entirely  tuted  in  the  place  of  a  represen- 
different  government  in  the  place  tative  government  under  a  writ- 
of  that  which  had  been  framed  ten  constitution, 
by  the  convention  of  1787.  In  conformity  with  this  view, 

That  government  was  regula-  great  deference  was  manifested 

ted  by   a  written    constitution,  -lor  the.will  of  the  ,people,  and 

which  was  to  be  the  supreme  jealousies    were    studiously  fo- 

law  of  the  land.  mented    among    the    labouring 

When  any  question  arose  as  classes    against    all   who    had 

to  the  meaning  of  the  constitu-  acquired,  either  by  industry  or 

tion,  the  supreme  court  of  the  talent,   the   means  of  indeperi-* 

United  States  was  constituted  as  dence. 

the  tribunal    to   decide  finally  Numbers  alone  were  consider- 

upon  its  true  meaning.  When  any  ed  entitled  to  respect,  and  the 

alteration  was  required,  either  to  appeals  to  principle,  law  and  the 

extend  or  abridge  the  powers  of  constitution,    became   less   fi^- 

the  government,  a  mode  was  pre-  quent,  and  were  less  regarded 

scribed  to  effect  that  alteration :  as  the  election  drew  nigh, 

but    nowhere  is  it  to  be  found,  In  the  zeal  to  swell  the  majo- 
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rity  by  numbers,  a  more  dange- 
rous influence  was  invoked  into 
the  contest ;  and  the  national  pre- 
judices of  the  naturalized  citizens 
were  appealed  to,  in  order  to  in- 
sure their  undivided  support  to 
the  administration. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  that 
this  discreditable  effort  to  obtain 
the  majority  was  confined  to  one 
party.  The  opposition  also 
Drought  their  cause  into  disre- 
pute by  their  endeavours  to  en- 
fist  that  class  of  voters,  through 
their  foreign  prejudices,  in  their 
canks. 

The  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, however,  were  more  suc- 
eessfiil  in  securing  this  support, 
and  the  party  clamour  against 
Ae  aristocracy  of  weahh,  found 
a  ready  response  among  those 
%ho,  in  their  own  countnes,  had 
iJways  i^g^rdled,  and'  with  too 
tnuch  reason,  the  powers  of  the 
government  as  inseparably  con- 
tiected  with  the  oppression  and 
iuflering,  which  had  driven  them 
from  their  native  shores ;  and 
who  looked  upon  what  are  call- 
ed the  higher  orders  of  society 
as  the  hereditary  and  natural 
Oppressors  of  the  labouring 
CKLSses.  In -^  their  minds,  the' 
wealthy  and  the  educated  were 
associated  with  their  ideas  of  an 
hereditary  nobility,  living  upon 
the  industry  of  the  rest  of  the 
community,  having  no  sympathy 
with  the  productive  classes,  and 
regarding  society  and  govern- 
ment as  objects  of  interest  only 
so  far  as  they  furnish  the  means 
of  gratification  to  the  pampered 
appetites  of  an  idle  and  luxurious 
aristocracy. 

Wholly  unlike  as  such  a  no- 


bility are  to  the  wealthy  mer- 
chants and  mechanics  of  the- 
United  States,  (men  who  have 
gained  their  wealth  by  their  own 
industry,)  still  the  ignorant  and 
deluded  emigrants,  who  were 
admitted  to  the  elective  franchise, 
were  not  qualified  to  make  the 
distinction,  and  eagerly  enlisted 
themselves  on  the  side  of  the  ad- 
ministration, because  it  was  •*  a 
contest  between  the  poor  and 
the  rich,**  and  in  their  own  coun- 
tries they  had  found  too  little  of 
kindness  from  the  rich  to  regard 
them  with  favour  here. 

By  this  class  of  voters,  and 
they  were  both  numerous  and 
active,  the  merits  of  the  adminis^ 
tration  wer«f  not  taken  into  conr 
sideration.  They  were  not 
quafified  by  education,  nor'  by 
circumstances,  to  form  a  compe- 
tent judgment  upon  the  measure? 
of  the  president,  nor  upon  the 
principles  upon  which  they  were 
defended ;  and  although  laws 
passed  at  an  early  period,  in  a 
different  state  of  the  country, 
had  conferred  upon  thenr  tne 
right  of  sufTragie,  the  exercise  of 
that  right  by  a  numerous  cla^, 
under  the  influence  of  foreign 
feeHngs  and  prejudices,  so  far 
contributed  to  prevent  the  pe- 
riodical elections  from  being  a 
true  expression  of  the  opinions 
of  the  American  people.  It  was 
in  eflfect  a  departure  from  the 
theory  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  That  govern- 
ment is  founded  upon  the  maxim, 
that  an  enlightened  people  is 
competent  to  govern  itself,  and 
that  political  power  is  nowhere 
so  safely  vested,  as  in  the  mas* 
of  the  community. 
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To  prevent  an  abuse  of  this  relieving  the  community  from 

power,  a  system  of  general  edu-  the    expense   of  their  mainte- 

cation  extending  to  the  family  nance. 

of  the  poorest  labourer,  was  es-  In   some   instances    the  bad 

tablished,  almost  coeval  with  the  faith  of  the   municipal  authori- 

government.  ties  in  the  European  cities,  went 

As  the  labouring  classes   ac-  so  far  as  to  induce  them  to  dis- 

quired    political  power,  intelli-  gor^e  their  prisons  and  peniten- 

gence  and  knowledge  were  im-  tiaries  upon  our  shores. 

Birted  to  them,  in  order  to  ena-  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  ex- 
e  them  to  exercise  it  with  dis-  pected  that  an  influence  of  this 
cretion.  However  competent,  description,  introduced  into  our 
therefore,  the  productive  classes  elections,  could  be  exercised 
thus  prepared  may  be  to  exer-  other  than  injuriously.  So 
cise  the  right  of  suffrage,  no  such  far  as  it  produced  any  eflfect,  it 
competency  was  to  be  found  in  was  necessarily  adverse  to  Uie 
the  emigrants,  whom  various  sober  sense  of  the  American 
causes,  but  all  growing  out  of  people,  and  consequently  pre- 
their  wretchedness  and  poUtical  vented,  to  that  extent,  the  elec- 
degradation  at  home,  had  thrown  tions  from  being  the  expression 
in  such  multitudes  upon  our  of  the  opinion  of  the  couotry. 
shores  since  the  general  pacifi-  Even  among  the  native  popula- 
cation  of  Europe.  tion,  the  contest  did  not  turn  en- 
It  seemed  as  if  those  very  tirely  upon  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
classes  which  had  previously  ministration, 
supplied  her  armies  and  navies.  The  great  military  services  of 
now  swelled  the  tide  of  emigra-  General  Jackson  had  gained  for 
tion,  and  that  America  was  thus  him  general  popularity,  and 
used  as  a  receptacle  for  a  popu-  many  who  did  not  altogether  ap- 
lation  both  useless  and  danger-  prove  of  his  measures,  attributed 
ous  in  their  native  countries.  his  errors  to  mistaken  views. 
To  such  an  extent  had  mi-  His  honesty  of  purpose  was 
gration  from  I'urope  increas-  questioned  by  comparatively 
ed,  that  during  the  year  1832  few,  and  all  admired  the  bold- 
38,183  alien  passengers  arrived  ness  and  firmness  with  which 
in  the  seaports  of  the  United  he  pursued  those  measures,  that 
States,  and  many  thousands,  of  had  been  adopted  and  avowed  as 
which  no  account  could  be  taken,  the  policy  of  his  administration. 
canoe  over  the  frontiers  from  He  was  styled,  too,  the  repre- 
Canada  and  New-Brunswick.  sentative  of  the  democratic  par- 
Ofthese  not  afew  were  paupers,  ty,  and  the  people  were  con- 
and  there  is  too  good  reason  to  stantly  assured,  that  his  sole  ob- 
know,  that  many  emigrants  of  ject  was  to  deprive  the  federal 
this  character  were  furnished  government  only  of  those  pow- 
with  funds  to  pay  their  passage  ers  which  it  had  usurped,  and  to 
to  this  country  by  the  pii)lic  au-  bring  it  within  the  limits  prescri- 
thorities,  with  the   sole  view  of  bed  by  the  constitution. 
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The  self-love  of  the  electors 
was  thus  flattered.  They  were 
led  to  believe,  that  there  had  been 
a  departure  from  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  government,  which 
required  their  immediate  interfe- 
rence to  correct ;  that  their  deci- 
sions alone  were  infallible,  and 
many  were  induced  to  array 
themselves  in  opposition  to  the 
settled  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment, merely  with  the  view  of 
displaying  the  force  of  popular 
authority. 


It  was  not,  therefore,  a  matter 
of  great  surprise,  that  the  adrni^ 
nistration  succeeded  in  the  gene- 
ral elections.  In  the  electoral 
colleges,  the  vote  stood  219  for 
General  Jackson,  49  for  Henry 
Clay,  1 1  for  John  Floyd,  and  7 
for  William  Wirt. 

For  vice  president,  Martin 
Van  Buren  189  votes,  John 
Sargeant  49,  Henry  Lee  11,  and 
Elhnaker  7,  (vide  table   infra.) 


Papular  votes  for  Presidential  Electors,  in  1832. 


STATES. 


Maine 

New.Hampthire, 

Vermont, 

MaasachueetU, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New.  York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, , 

Delaware, , 

Maryland, 

Virginia 

North  Carolina, 

Soath  Carolina,  (Legislature.). 

Georgia, 

Alabama,  (estimated,) 

Mississippi 

Louisiana, ^ 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio 

Indiana , 

Illinois, , 

Missouri,  (majority,) 


ToUl. 
Majority  for  Jackson, 


Jacks. 

■ 

Clay. 

332<»1 

27204 

25486 

19010 

7870 

11152 

14545 
2126 

33003 
2810 

11269 

17755 

168497 

23856 

23393 

90983 

4110 

4276 

19156 

19160 

33821 

11455 

24862 

4563 

20286 

20000 

5919 

4049 

2528 

28740 

1436 

36247 

43396 

81246 

76539 

31552 

25452 

14147 

5429 

5159 

707217 

328561 

583281 

123936 

, 

Wirt. 


13106 
15235 

878 

3409 

154896 

480 

66716 


254730 


■inaiART  OF  rOTEM  VOft  niSIDBKT  AND  TIC^PEniOBNT. 

For  Jackson  and  Van  Buren 603,512 

Jackson  and  Barbour, 12,722 

Jackson  and  Wilkins, .90,983 

Clay  and  Sargeant, , 328,561 

Wirt  and  EUmaker,....  iJ54,720 

1  290  498 
Floyd  and  Lee,  (South  Carolina,  by  Legislature.) 
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If  he  majority  in  the  electoral 
colleges  was  not,  however,  a  fair 
test  of  the  measure  of  approba- 
tion bestowed  upon  his  adminis- 
tration. Many  of  the  states 
were  carried  by  small  majori- 
ties, and  although  the  electoral 
votes  were  more  than  three  to 
one  in  his  fevour ;  the  majority 
of  the  popular  vote  was  barely 
ten  per  cent,  over  that  cast  for  his 
opponents  ;  and  even  that  should 
be  somewhat  reduced,  on  account 
of  the  vote  of  South  Carolina, 
where  the  electors  were  chosen 
by  the  legislature. 

It  was  thus  obvious,  that  the 
majority  in  the  electoral  col- 
leges was  not  a  fair  represen- 
tative of  the  support  given  by 
the  people  to  the  policy  of  the 
administration ;  and  when  an  sd- 
lowance  is  made  for  the  votes  of 
those,  who  were  influenced  by  a 
grateful  sense  of  the  military 
services  of  the  president,  and  of 
those  who  were  governed  by 
sectional  views,  it  may  be  doubt- 
ed whether  there  was  any  deci- 
sion as  to  the  merits  of  his  policy, 
by  a  majority  of  the  electors ; 
and  whether  the  question  of  his 
re-election  was  not  in  fact  deci- 
ded upon  considerations  alto- 
Sjther  foreign  to  those  which,  by 
e  theory  of  the  government, 
are  supposed  to  exercise  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  the  popu- 
lar vote. 

In  many  states  the  anti-ma- 
sonic excitement  was  used  to 
prevent  a  direct  depision  by  the 
electors,  of  tlie  question  in  issue 
between  the  administration  and 
its  opponents. 

Local  and  personal  partiali- 
ties, too,  had  their  influence  in 
3 


distracting  the  public  mind,  and 
the  conduct  ol  many  of  the 
leading  men  opposed  to  the 
course  of  the  president  was 
not  such  as  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  themselves  were 
so  fully  impressed  with  the  im* 
portance  oi  the  crisis  as  they 
nad  professed. 

An  unwillingness  to  postpone 
individual  advancement  and  pri- 
vate views  to  the  good  of  the 
cause.  Was  too  often  evinced  in 
their  councils,  and  the  people 
were  naturally  led  to  imitate 
their  leaders.  They,  too,  con- 
sidered that  the  elective  fran- 
chise was  not  a  trust  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity ;  but  a  personal  right,  or 
power  to  be  exerted  to  gratify 
private  feeling. 

Their  votes,  therefore,  were 
not  so  much  the  decision  of  the 
country  upon  the  constitutionali- 
tv  or  propriety  of  his  course,  as 
the  expression  of  popular  feel- 
ing in  favour  of  the  president. 

The  large  majority  received 
by  General  Jackson  in  the  elec- 
toral colleges,  however,  was  by 
him  construed  into  an  unquali- 
fied approval  by  his  country- 
men of  all  his  measures. 

Upon  all  points,  where  his 
course  had  been  questioned  by 
his  opponents,  his  re-election 
was  urged  as  the  final  decision 
of  the  people,  from  which  there 
was  no  appeal. 

His  policy  in  relation  to  the 
Cherokee  Indians, — sanctioning 
and  aiding  Georgia  in  violating 
the  treaties  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, it  was  said,  had  been 
approved  of  by  the  people,  and 
the      obligations     of     treaties, 
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and  the  injunctions  of  the  con« 
stitution,  were  no  longer  to  be 
urged  in  opposition  to  this  final 
decision. 

The  rechartering  of  the 
United  States  bank, — a  question 
depending  upon  the  condition  of 
the  country,  and  requiring  for  a 
correct  decision  both  financial 
talents  and  experience,  was  (as 
he  declared  in  his  manifesto  read 
to  the  cabinet)  decided  by  the 
people,  at  the  presidential  elec- 
tion. 

All  the  doubtful  measures  of 
his  administration  were  thus 
thrown  upon  the  responsibiUty 
of  the  people ;  and  instead  of  de- 
fending them  upon  general  prin- 
ciples of  expediency,  policy  or 
justice,  they  were  to  be  tried  by 
the  simple  test,  whether  they 
had  been  made  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion during  the  canvass :  and 
if  so,  they  had  been  decided  by 
thepopuiar  vote. 

Tiius  summarily  disposing  of 
the  objections  of  his  opponents, 
and  presuming  upon  a  continu- 
ance of  the  popular  favour,  the 
president  now  determined  to 
take  a  new  and  decisive  step  in 
consolidating  the  strength  ot  the 
party,  which  had  elevated  him  to 
the  executive  chair. 

The  excitement  of  the  politi- 
cal contest  was  at  an  end  ;  nul- 
lification was  virtually  relin- 
quished by  South  Carolina ;  and 
the  modification  of  the  tariff  had 
tranquillized  the  public  mind,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  apprehensions 
of  a  collision  between  that  state 
and  the  general  ^vernment. 

The  angry  feelings  engender- 
ed by  the  election  had  subsided, 
and  in  a  tour,  which  the  presi- 


dent made  through  the  eastern 
states  in  the  early  part  of  1833, 
both  parties  united  to  do  honour 
to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  re- 
public ; — his  opponents  heartily 
approving  of  his  course  towards 
South  Carolina,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples  avowed  by   him  in  hi» 

Eroclamation  and  message^  and 
is  supporters  givii^  vent  to 
those  feelings,  which  nad  origin* 
ally  enUsted  them  as  a  party  in 
his  favour. 

A  political  calm  had  succeed- 
ed the  tempest,  and  it  seemed  as 
if  the  second  term  of  GeiL  Jack- 
son's  administration  was  about 
to  prove  as  quiet  and  tranquil,  as 
the  first  had  been  stormy  and 
turbulent.  This  expectation  was 
not  destined  to  be  realized.  The 
cabal  that  surrounded  the  presi- 
dent saw  too  plainly,  that  their 
power  could  only  be  maintained 
oy  political  agitation.  Without 
an  animated  opposition,  the  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  of  parties 
would  subside,  and  the^  doubted 
the  result  of  a  dispassionate  ex- 
amination of  their  measures. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  some 
steps  to  rouse  the  decaying  em- 
bers of  party  discord,  and  to 
consolidate  their  strength. 

The  party  had  no  bond  of 
union,  and  abready  showed  signs 
of  disbanding.  A  new  bond  was 
to  be  created.  The  ofiScial  pa- 
tronage wielded  by  the  govern- 
ment, although  great,  and  exer- 
cising extensive  influence,  could 
be  conveniently  used  only  at 
particular  periods. 

When  a  vacancy  is  filled  up, 
the  efiect  is  often  produced  of 
converting  an  active  and  eflli- 
cient  partisan  into  an  official. 
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vnwilling  to  hazard  his  istatioii  neys  were  reauired  to  be  depo- 

by  taking  too  zealous  a  part  in  sited  in  its  vaults,  and  as  an  equi- 

politics.     ^  Ibit  eo,  quo  vis,  qui  valent  for  that  deposit,  the  bank 

zonam  perdidit,"  is  not  the  pru-  assumed    the   responsibility   of 

dent  exclamation  only  of   the  acting  as  the  fiscal  agsent  oi  the 

soldier  suddenly  made  rich  by  government 
an  exertion  of  desperate  valour.        In  the  act,  however^  it  was 

The  political  partisan  is  oflen  provided,  that  the  public  deposits 

stimulated  to  extraordinary  ex-  might  be  removed  by  the  secre- 

ertions  by  the  hope  of  reward  ;  tary  of  the  treasury ;  but  requi- 

and  lus  zeal  in  the  contest  is  not  ring  him  to  lay  ms-  reasons  for 

unfrequently    equalled    by  the  removing  them  imftiediately  be- 

prudence,  which  dictates  to  the  fore  congress, 
official  incumbent,  the  propriety        If  these  public  deposits  could 

of  not  appearing  to  take  too  ac-  be  removed  from  this  institution, 

tive  a  part  in   the  contest,  and  and  be  subjected  to  the  discretion 

thereby    exposing    the    public  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 

to  the  hazard  of  losing,*  in  case  to  be  placed  in  the  local  banks, 

of  an    unfavourable  result,  the  and   liable    to  be   removed  at 

services  of  so  valuable  an  offi-  pleasure,  a  new  influence  would 

cer.  be  conferred  upon  the  executive, 

Disappointed  applicants,  too,  operating  upon  all  the  mooied 

could  not  always  be  appeased  institutions  of  the  country,  and 

by  promises,  and  too  often  were  through  them  upon  the  commer- 

the  exertions  of  a  successful  can-  cial  community. 
didate  more  than  counterbalan-       How  far  these  motives  influ- 

ced  by  those,  whom  he  had  pre-  enced  the  step  taken  by  the  exe- 

vented  from  being  the  recipients  cutive,  shortly  after  the  adjourn- 

of  executive  favour.  ment  of  congress,  in  relation  to 

It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  the  public  deposits,  it  is  not  our 

acquire  another  species  of  influ-  province  to  determine, 
ence,  possessing  a  more  perma*       Other  reasons  were  urged,  as 

nent  activity.  for  example,  the  insecurity  of 

The  patronage  of  the  govern-  the  puUic  moneys  in  the  United 

ment  could  only  be  relied  upon  States  bank ;  the  conduct  of  the 

in  emergencies,  and  was  not  in  bank  in  relation  to  the  redemp- 

itself   sufficient  to  control  the  tion  of  the  three  per  cents. ;  its 

opinions  of  a  community  with  exaction  of  damages  for  the  dis- 

such  various  interests,  and  occu-  honour  of  the  draft  for  the  first 

pyii^  so  extensive  a  country  as  instalment  under  the  treaty  with 

theUnited  States.  France  ;  and  its  alkged  interfe- 

An  opportunity  was  now  pre-  rence  with  politics. 
sented  to  place  in  the  hands  of       The  first  and  only  proper  rea- 

the  executive,  the  influence  so  son,  however,  was  entirely  with- 

much  desired.  out   foundation,  and  the  other 

By  the  law  creating  the  Uni-  reasons  seemed  rather  the  sug- 

led  States  bank,  the  public  mo-  gestions  of  prejudice  and  vindic- 
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Itive  feeling,  ttian  grounds  of  ac- 
tion for  statesmen  acting  in 
behalf  of  the  country. 
No  injustice  will,  therefore,  be 
done  in  assigning  to  the  desire  of 
obtaining  political  influence,  a 
prominent  place  among  the  mo- 
lives,  which  determined  the  pre- 
pdent,  shortly  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  congress,  to  remove  the 
public  deposits  from  the  United 
States  bsink,  and  to  place  them 
in  local  banks,  subject  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

An  attempt  had  been  made  to 
procure  the  sanction  of  the  con- 
gress to  this  step,  at  its  second 
session. 

The  president  in  bis  opening 
message,  and  the  secretary  in 
his  annual  report,  intimated  that 
there  were  good  grounds  to 
doubt,  whether  the  public  mo- 
neys were  safe  in  the  custody 
of  the  bank ;  but  the  house  of 
representatives,  after  a  delibe- 
rate examination,  declared  by  a 
vote  of  109,  to  46,  that  the  pub- 
lic deposits  might  be  safely  con- 
tinuea  in  that  institution. 

Congress  having  thus  posi- 
tively refused  to  authorize  the 
removal,  new  means  were  adopt- 
ed to  efiect  the  contemplated 
end. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
(Louis  M'Lane,)  who  had  ex- 
pressed his  determination  not  to 
sanction  their  removal,  was 
transferred  to  the  state  depart- 
ment, and  Wm.  J.  Duane,  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  appointed 
his  successor.  It  was  soon,  how- 
ever, found  that  Mr.  Duane  was 
09t  willing  to  act  in  that  matter 


without  sufficient  reasons  to 
sustain  him  before  the  world. 

The  president  had  urged  him, 
during  his  northern  tour  in  the 
summer  of  1833,  to  remove  the 
public  moneys  from  the  obnox- 
ious institution,  without  convin- 
cing him  of  the  propriety  of  the 
step.  He  finally  obtained  from  him 
his  consent  to  appoint  Amos  Ken- 
dall as  an  agent  to  inquire  into 
the  terms,  upon  which  the  local 
banks  would  take  the  public  de- 
posits upon  the  basis  of  mutual 
guaranty.  This  basis,  however, 
was  found  to  be  inadmissible. 
The  banks  refused  to  guaranty 
for  each  other,  and  the  secretary 
was  soon  made  to  understand, 
that  it  was  the  president's  deter« 
mination  to  remove  the  deposits 
^t  all  hazards. 

To  this  he  explicitly  refused 
to  lend  himself.  He  even  refu- 
sed to  fix  a  day  after  the  ad- 
journment of  congress,  for  their 
removal,  in  case  that  body  did 
not  act  upon  the  subject. 

The  most  he  would  agree  to, 
was,  to  remove  them  in  case 
congress  ordered  him  so  to  do. 
In  this  dilemma,  the  president 
convoked  the  cabinet  on  the  10th 
of  September,  1833,  and  laid 
before  its  members  an  exposi- 
tion of  his  views  upon  this  im- 
portant question. 

The  doctrines  advanced  in  this 
document  were,  that  the  power  of 
the  secretary  to  remove  the  de- 
posits was  unqualified,  and  not 
limited  to  particular  contin^n- 
cies ;  that  the  speedy  termina- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  bank 
rendered  it  incumbent  on  the 
secretary  to  introduce  a  plan  for 
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keeping  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic revenue  before  its  dissolution, 
to  avoid  any  derangement  con- 
sequent upon  such  a  change  at 
that  moment;  that  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  in  relation  to  the  three 
per  cents,  and  the  bill  on  the 
French  government,  and  its  inter- 
ference with  politics,  deserved 
punishment ;  and  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, the  president  assu- 
med the  responsibility  himself,  of 
removing  the  public  deposits 
from  the  United  States  bank,  and 
fixed  upon  the  1st  of  October, 
1833,  as  the  day  for  their  removal. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
deliberated  upon  the  question 
thus  authoratively  pressed  upon 
him,  and  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, he  announced  to  the  presi- 
dent his  determination  not  to 
carry  his  directions  into  effect. 
He  also  resolved  not  to  resign, 
and  as  he  was  the  only  officer 
who  could  cive  a  legal  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, the  president  was  compel- 
led, in  order  to  carry  his  designs 
into  effect,  to  remove  the  secre- 
tary. This  was  done  on  the  23d 
of  September,  and  Roger  B. 
Taney  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  new  secretary  was  known 
to  entertain  similar  opinions  to 
those  of  the  president,  both  as  to 
the  right  and  expediency  of  re- 
moving the  deposits,  and  he 
immediately  issued  the  necessary 
orders  for  their  removal. 

Abnost  simultaneously  with 
this  step,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  bank. 


by  suddenly  presenting  for  pay- 
ment, at  one  of  the  distant 
branches,  a  large  amount  of 
notes  which  had  been  secretly 
accumulated.  ; 

This  demand  was'"promptIy 
met,  but  connected  with  the 
withdrawal  of  the  'public  depo- 
sits, it  evinced  a  settled  hostility 
against  the  bank,  and  compelled 
the  directors  to  adopt  a  general 
system  of  retrenchment,  with  a 
view  to  its  own  safety. 

Great  commercial  distress  im- 
mediately ensued.  At  the  mo- 
ment of  taking  this  step,  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country  was  unu- 
sually active.  The  capitalist,  and 
the  merchants  and  mechanics, 
had  unlimited  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  all  the  monied  institu- 
tions of  the  country  had  extend- 
ed their  loans  to  the  utmost 
bounds  of  their  ability. 

At  such  a  juncture,  great  and 
rigid  retrenchment,  attended 
with  want  of  confidence,  was 
necessarily  productive  of  ruin- 
ous consequences.  Private  credit 
was  deeply  affected,  and  the  bu- 
siness oi  the  country  was  inter- 
rupted to  a  degree,  that  could  be 
attributable  only  to  the  panic 
which  followed  this  violent  at- 
tack upon  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  the  community. 

The  period  embraced  in  this 
volume  terminated  in  the  height 
of  this  distress,  and  we  must  de- 
fer, to  a  future  opportunity,  an 
account  of  the  mercantile  panic 
of  1833,  and  of  the  measures 
adopted  in  congress  for  its  relief. 
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In  the  Register  for  the  years 
1830-31,  an  account  was  given 
of  the  negotiation  between  the 
American  and  French  govern- 
ments, in  relation  to  the  claims 
upon  the  latter  for  spoliations, 
and  of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty 
adjusting  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  France,  as  a  full  indemnity 
for  those  claims.  Although  the 
sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  (25,- 
000,000  francs)  did  not  amount 
to  one  half  of  the  original  spolia- 
tions, and  no  allowance  was 
made  for  the  interest  accruing 
before  the  treaty,  still  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  accede  to 
the  compromise ;  and  both  the 
government  and  the  people  of 
me  United  States  congratulated 
themselves  upon  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  only  difficulty  be- 
tween them  and  their  earliest 
ally. 

This  pleasing  anticipation  was 
not  destined  to  be  speedily  reali- 
zed. 

By  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty,  the  government  of  France 
agreed  to  pay  the  25,000,000  of 


francs,  with  4  per  cent,  interest, 
in  six  annual  instalments;  the 
first  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  the  exchange 
of  the  ratified  treaties.  These 
instalments  were  to  be  paid  at 
Paris,  to  such  person  as  should 
be  authorized  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  re- 
ceive them. 

The  treaty  was  duly  ratified 
by  both  governments,  and  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1832,  the 
ratified  treaties  were  exchanged 
at  Washington. 

Immediately  after  the  treaties 
were  ratified,  congress  passed 
the  laws  neeessary  for  complv- 
ing  with  the  stipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1833,  drew  a  bill 
of  exchan^  upon  the  minister 
of  state  and  finance  of  the  French 
government,  directing  the  first 
instalment  to  be  paid  to  the 
order  of  the  cashier  of  the  U.  S. 
bank ;  and  a  fiill  power  of  attor- 
ney was  ^ven  by  the  president 
of  the  Umted  States,  authorizing 
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the  assignee  of  the  bill  to  receive  of  its  session,  on  the  19th  of  No- 

the  same,  and  to  give  a  proper  vember,  1832. 

receipt  to    the  government  of  Still,  having  scrupulously  per- 

France.  formed  all  the  stipulations  on  the 

This  prompt  compliance  with  part  of  the  United  States,  there 
the   treaty  on  the   part  of  the  was   no  reason  to  forbear  de- 
United  States,  was  not  properly  manding  a  reciprocal  perform- 
responded  to  by  the  Frencn  go-  ance  by  France, 
vernment.  A  bill  of  exchange  was,  there- 

Notvnthstanding  the  treaties  fore,  drawn  for  the  amount  of 

were  ratified,  and  duly  exchan-  the  first  instalment,  pursuant  to 

ged  in  the  month  of  February,  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and 

1832,  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  payment  was  demanded  at  Paris 

king  or  his  ministers  to  carry  it  fcy  the  holder  of  the  bill,  with 

into  efi[ect  fiul  powers  to  receive  the  amount 

By  the  constitution  of  France,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 

the  chambers  have  the  control  of  This  bill  was  not  accepted, 

the  public  treasury,  and  although  and  now  for  the  first  time,  sus- 

the  king  was  competent  to  form  picions  were  awakened  a^nst 

a  treaty  of  indenmity,  and  indeed  the  integrity  of  the  Frencn  go- 

the  only  branch  of  the  govern-  vernment. 

ment  with  which  foreign  nations  The   chambers   had  been  in 

could  negotiate,  still  it  was  ne-  session  fi-om  the  19th  of  Novem- 

cessary  for  him  to  obtain  a  grant  ber,  to  the  time  when  the  pay- 

firom  the  chambers  to  enable  him  ment  of  the  first  instalment  was 

to  execute  it.  refused,  and  no  steps  were  taken 

This,  however,  was  a  difliculty  by  the  ministers,  to  procure  the 

for  the  French  government  and  necessary  appropriations. 

the  French  nation  to  adjust  for  Even  the   documents,  which 

themselves.     The  United  States  the    French    government    had 

had  no  concern  with  the  form  agreed  to  conmiunicate  to  the 

and  manner,  in  which  the  treaty  American     government,    were 

was  to  be   carried  into  eflfect.  witheld,  under  the  pretence,  that 

They  looked  to  the  performance  the  original?  eould  not  be  with- 

of  the  treaty  as  a  poor,  but  stiU  drawn  fi'om  the  courts,  and  when 

a  full  indemnity  for  claims  which  the  American  minister  consented 

were  irrefiragable,  and  for  which  to  accept  copies,  it  was  contend- 

it  was  universally  admitted,  that  ed  that  the  expense  of  making 

satisfaction  should  be  made.     It  the  copies  should  be  borne    by 

was,  therefore,  with  some  sur-  the  United  States. 

prise,  that  the  government  at  After  the  presentation  of  the 

Washington  saw,  that  the  king  of  bill  of  exchange,  it  was  deemed 

France  had  not  asked  fi'om  the  expedient  to  take  some  steps  for 

le^Iature  the  appropriations  re-  the  purpose   of  executing   the 

auired  for  the  performance  of  treaty,  or  at  least,  to  preserve 

le  treaty,  at  the  commencement  the  appearance  of  doing  so*. 
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Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  1833,  a  bill  containing  pro- 
visions for  that  purpose,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  cnambers,  and  M« 
Sherman,  the  minister  of  finance, 
explained  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  treaty  was  formed. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was 
not  urged  at  that  sesdon,  which 
closed  on  the  25th  of  April, 
nor  at  the  succeeding  sessicm, 
which  commenced  the  next  day, 
and  continued  to  the  26th  of 
June. 

The  subject  was,  indeed,  men- 
tioned in  the  chambers  on  the 
1  Ith  of  June,  and  the  bill  receiv- 
ed,  and  laid  on  the  table ;  but 
nothing  was  done,  notwithstand- 
ing General  Lafayette  ui^ged  the 
chambers  to  come  to  a  decision, 
and  warned  the  government  of 
the  danger  of  leaving  a  question 
so  important  to  the  character  and 
welfare  of  France,  in  that  du- 
bious posture.  Frivolous  excu- 
ses were  oiiered  for  not  then 
taking  up  the  bill,  and  another 
session,  terminated  without  any 
steps  being  taken  to  vindicate  the 
honour  and  integrity  of  the 
French  government. 

This  neglect,  which  there  was 
too  much  reason  to  suppose  was 
intentional,  was  warmly  resents 
ed  by  the  American  executive- 
Instructions  were  given  to  the 
American  minister,  to  urge  upon 
the  French  government  a  prompt 
compUance  with  the  treaty,  and 
to  mform  it,  that  the  United 
States  would  demand  indemnity 
for  the  refusal  to  accept  the  bill 
for  the  first  instalment. 

A  want  of  jud^ent  was 
indeed  shown,  in  selling  the  bill 
of  exchange  to  the  Unit^  States 


bank,  when  there  had  been  no 
appropriation  made  by  the  cham« 
bers  to  pay  the  indemnity  ;  and 
a  culpable  eagerness  to  reward 
political  favourites,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  public  interests, 
was  equally  indicated,  by  send- 
ing Mr.  Harris  to  act  as  char^ 
at  this  critical  juncture ;  but  the 
tone  of  earnest  and  indignant 
remonstrance,  which  was  assu- 
med upon  this  refusal  of  France 
to  execute  a  treaty  providing 
only  a  partial  indemnity  for  our 
claims,  was  justified  by  the  con- 
duct of  that  country,  and  well 
calculated  to  force  upon  her  con- 
viction, the  necessity,  as  well  as 
propriety  of  paying  some  regard 
to  national  faith. 

The  chambers  did  not  again 
meet  during  the  period  belonging 
to  this  volume,  and  the  future 
disposition  of  this  question  must 
be  reserved  for  a  subsequent 
volume. 

The  management  of  the  rela-^ 
tions  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  did  not  bear 
equally  strong  testimony  in 
favour  of  the  sagacity  and  wis^ 
dom  of  those  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  tiie  American 
government. 

The  subjects  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  |Were, 
the  colonial  trade,  the  navigation 
of  the  St  Lawrence,  and  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

By  an  arrangement,  in  which 
congress  was  persuaded  to  con- 
fide the  opening  of  our  ports  to 
the  discretion  of  the  president* 
the  intercourse  was  again  resto- 
red, and  the  country  was  called 
upon  to  extol  the  diplomatic  skill 
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whicli  had  restored  a  trade,  lost  that  they  could,  by  countervail- 

(as  was    alleged)  through    the  ing  regulations,  compel  England 

Aeglect  of  his  predecessor.     It  to  supply  her  islands  at  a  great 

was,  however,  speedily  discover-  sacrifice,  in  an  indirect  manner ; 

ed,  that  the  intercourse  was  not  or  to  place  the  direct  intercourse 

Precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  upon  terms  where  the  American 

efore.    Instead  of  being  carried  and  British  shipping  could  fairly 

on,  chiefly  in  American  vessels,  compete  for  the  carrying  trade, 
it  was  found  that  British  vessels        Tnis  was  a  point  not  to  be 

engrossed  the   most    profitable  yielded.    It  was  essential  to  the 

portion  of  the  business,  and  as  it  entire  enjoyment  of  ourindepen- 

was  well  known  that  the  naviga-  dence,  that  the  commerce  be- 

tion  of  the  United  States  could  tween  this  country,  and  all  colo- 

always  maintain  itself,  in  any  nies,  should  be  placed  upon  this 

trade    where    fair    competition  footing.     The  European  view  of 

prevailed,  a  more  critical  exami-  this  question  was  upon  different 

nation  took  place  into  the  terms  principles,    and    was    justified 

of  this  compromise.  upon  difierent  maxims. 

The  government  of  the  United        To  neither  party  was  com- 

States  had  so  long  and  so  steadi-  mercial  intercourse   necessary, 

ly  adhered,  in  all  its  commercial  and  as  all  the  great  maritime 

arrangements,  to  the  principles  powers    had  colonies,  acquies- 

of  reciprocity,    that   an    open  cence  was  readily  obtained  in 

abandonment  of  that  principle,  the  colonial  system  of  modem 

would  not  have  been  tolerated  Europe, 
by  the  country.  The  intercourse  was  confined 

The  harsh  and  oppressive  po-  to  a  trade  between   the  mother 

licyof  En^^land  formed  one  of  country  and  her  colonies,  and 

the  chief  grievances  which  led  to  the  former  did  not  seek,  nor  ez- 

the  revolution ;  and  those  patri-  pect   to  carry  on  a  trade  be- 

otic  men,  who,  after  having  led  tween    those  colonies  and  the 

their  countrymen   through  the  rest  of  the  world.     If  that  had 

war,    established  a  system    of  been  attempted,  the  jealous  spi-- 

poKcy   for   their     government,  ritofEuropean  commerce  would 

looked  to  a  full  and  fair  partici-  soon  have  claimed  a  right  to  be 

pation  in  the  West  India  trade,  consulted  in  arranging  the  terms 

as  one  of  the  legitimate  results  of  that  intercourse. 
of  independence.  By  the  severance  of  the  Uni- 

They  indeed  knew  that  the  ted    States    firom   the    Britisb 

mother  country  had  the  power  empire,  a  new  state  of  things 

to  prohibit  all  intercourse  with  was  presented, 
any,  and  all  parts  of  the  British        Trade  with  the  United  States 

empire ;  but  they  also  knew  that  was  necessary  to  the  very  exist- 

the  West  India  idands  were  es-  ence  of  the  West  India  colonies ; 

sentially    dependent    upon    the  and  self  respect,  and  national 

United  States  for  supplies,  and  dignity  forbaae  the  United  States 
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to  permit  tbiB  trade  to  be  ciur- 
ried  on  exclusively  in  British 
vessels* 

There  was  no  reason,  which 
coold  justify  the  exclusion  of 
American  navigation  from  that 
trade,  that  was  not  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  direct  trade  with 
England* 

AH  the   negotiations  of  the 
American  government  were  di- 
rected  to  me  arranging  the  in- 
tercourse upon  terms  of  reci- 
procity ;  and  after  ineffectually 
endeavouring  to  accomplish  that 
object  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  it  was  at  length 
reluctantly    obliged  to  put  an 
end  to  the  intercourse  altogether. 
This  course  was  adopted  at  the 
earnest  request  of  tne  shipping 
merchants  in  the  principal  sea- 
ports, who  found  that  the  advan- 
tages affi>rded  to  British  vessels 
through  the  circuitous  voyage 
by  way  of  the   West    Indies, 
were  such  as  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  the  direct  trade  with 
England  upon  better  terms  than 
in    our  vessels.   '  Upon    their 
representations.  Congress  passed 
acts  in  1818,  1820,-  and  1823, 
which    effectually    closed  our 
ports  to  all  British  vessels  seek- 
mg  to  supply  the  islands.     The 
British  government  was     thus 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sup- 
plying the  colonies  at  a  cost  be- 
yond their  value,  or  of  partly 
giving  up  their  colonial  system. 
They  chose  the  latter,  and  by 
the  act  of  July,  1825,  the  West 
India  islands  were  opened,  upon 
certain  terms,  to  the  commerce 
of  all  nations. 

The  nature  of  this  offer,  and 
the  negotiations  growing  out  of 


this  proposition,  were  fully  de* 
tailed  in  the  Annnal  Register  for 
1826-7,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
state  more,  than  that  the  negotia« 
tions  terminated  in  an  entire  sus- 
pension of  the  trade. 

In  all  these  transactions  and 
negotiations,  the  principle  of  re- 
ciprocity was  strictly-  adhered 
to.  Trade  upon  equal  terms,  or 
no  trade,  was  the  only  alterna- 
tive ofifered  by  the  American  go- 
vernment. More  than  that  was 
not  sought,  and  less  than  that 
would  mve  been  incompatible 
with  national  dignity. 

That  was  the  sole  object  of  all 
the  negotiations,  and  the  only 
subject  of  dispute.  When,  there- 
fore, it  was  proposed  to  confer 
upon  thepresident  power  to  open 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to 
vessels  from  the  British  West 
Indies,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who 
presented  the  law  to  the  house 
only  four  days  before  the  close  of 
the  session,  stated  that  it  con- 
tained no  new  principle,  but  con- 
formed to  the  instructions  given 
by  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

As  these  instructions  maintain- 
ed, in  its  fullest  extent,  the  prin- 
ciple of  reciprocity,  the  law  was 
passed  without  much  opposition. 
This  act  provided,  tnat  when 
the  president  should  be  satisfied, 
that  Great  Britain  will  open  her 
colonial  ports ;  and  that  American 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  shall 
not  be  subiect  to  higher  duties 
than  British  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  arriving  from  the  United 
States ;  and  that  American  ves- 
sels may  be  permitted  to  carry  on 
any  trade  between  the  islands 
and  the  United  States,  or  any 
export  trade  between  the  islancis 
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and  foreign  countries,  except  keep  the  word  of  promifie  to  the 
British  possessions,  that  British  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope.** 
vessels  can  carry  on, — leaving  Besides,  it  opened  our  ports  to 
the  trade  between  the  United  British  vessels  several  months 
States  and  the  northern  colonies  before  our  vessels  could  partici- 
upon  its  former  footing,  the  pre-  pate  in  the  trade ;  and  thus  con- 
sident  shall  then  be  au^orized  to  ceded  the  point,  that  all  partici- 
issue  a  proclamation,  opening  pation  in  tne  colonial  trade  was 
the  ports  of  the  United  States-to  a  boon,  to  be  granted  or  denied 
British  vessels  from  the  colonies,  at  the  pleasure  of  England, 
upon  the  same  terms  as  to  Ame-  The  disadvantageous  position 
rican  vessels,  and  also  to  suspend  in  which  the  United  States  was 
or  absolutely  repeal  the  retalia-  placed  by  this  indiscreet  eager- 
tory  acts  ofl818,1820,and  1823.  ness  of  the  administration,  was 
In  this  act,  the  principle  of  reci-  not  overlooked  by  the  British 
procity  is  thoroughly  medntained,  government 
and  the  discretionary  power  en*  Finding  that  the  opening  o( 
trusted  to  the  president,  was  one  this  trade  was  sought,  and  even 
often  confided  to  his  predeces-  solicited,  with  an  earnestness 
sors,  and  by  them  never  exerci-  altogether  disproportionate  to  its 
sed  to  the  detriment  of  American  importance.  Lord  Aberdeen  de- 
interests,  termined  to  take  this  occasion 

The  fault  was  in  authorizing  to  obtain  firom  the  American  go- 

the  president  to  open  our  ports,  vemment   an    abandonment  of 

not  when  Great  Britain  should  the  principle  of  reciprocity, 

open  hers,  but  wlK3n  he   should  The  steadiness  with  which  this 

be  satisfied  that  she  would  open  principle  had  been  maintained 

hers-     This  exposed  him  to  be  by  the  United  States  under  every 

overreached,  by  taking  a  final  previous  administration,  and  the 

step,  before  the  British  govern-  obvious  justice  by  which  it  was 

ment  had  taken  any  on  me  part  recommended  to  the  favour  of 

of  that  countiy.  other  nations,  had  given  a  mark- 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  ed  superiority  to  tne  American 

were  to  be  opened,  and  the  terms  government  in  its  commercial 

of  the  intercourse,  so  far  as  our  negotiations  with  Great  Britain, 

government  could  act,  were  to  That  latter  power   foresaw 

e  adjusted  upon  an  understahA-  in  this  policy,  a  ratal  blow  aimed 

ing,  that  the  West  India  ports  at  its  celebrated  navigation  act, 

should  be  opened  at  some  fu-  and  through  that  at  the  mari- 

ture  time.  time  supremacy  of  England. 

The  terms  on  one  side  were  It  thus  eagerly  embraced  this 

to  be  definite,  and  carried  into  moment  to  exact  an  abandon- 

eflfect,  while  on  the  other,  the  mentof  the  principle;  and  when 

understanding  was  yet   to  be  the  act  of  congress  was  commu- 

executed,  and  could  be  so  varied  nicated  to  Lord  Aberdeen,  he 

by  an  order  in  council,  "  as  to  intimated  to   Mr.  M'Lane,  that 
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it  was  not  intended  by  the  Bri- 
tish governmentyto  giveto  Ame- 
riean  vessels  the  privilege  (pos- 
sessed by  British  vessels)  of  im- 
porting into  the  islands,  from  the 
United  States,  articles  not  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States ;  nor 
would  it  give  any  pledge  as  to 
Ihe  future  regulations  of  the 
trade  with  the  northern  colonies. 
As  both  these  conditions  were 
requisite,  in  order  to  maintain 
tfie  principle  of  reciprocity,  and 
were,  in  fact,  required  by  the  act 
of  congress,  a  departure  from 
that  act  was  demanded  by  the 
British  government,  before  it 
would  assent  to  opening  the 
colonial  ports  upon  the  terms 
proposed  by  Mr.  M'Lane. 

Here,  therefore,  was  an  issue 
between  the  American  govern- 
ment, demanding  perfect  and 
entire  reciprocity,  and  the  Bri- 
tish government  refusing  it. 

Congress  had  authorized  no 
departure  from  that  principle, 
and  yet  it  must  be  given  up,  or 
the  negotiation  was  at  an  end. 

In  this  dilemma,  Mr.  M'Lane 
resolved  to-  resort  to  his  instruc- 
tions given  before  the  passage  of 
the  act,  for  such  a  construction 
of  the  law,  as  would  enable  him 
to  meet  the  demands  of  Lord 
Aberdeen. 

Disregarding  the  plain  import 
of  the  act  of  con^ss,  and  ta- 
king his  instructions  for  his 
guide,  he  inferred  that  because 
the  president  had  authorized  him 
to  accede  to  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  act  of  July  5, 1 825,  the  act  of 
congress  passed  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  executive,  must 
have  been  intended  as  an  assent 
to  those  terms. 


He,  therefore,  hastened  to 
sure  Lord  Aberdeen  that  the  act 
of  ccHigress  should  be  so  constru- 
ed as  to  vield  the  points  require€L 
Upon  this  assurance  the  under- 
standing was  entered  into,  and 
information  being  communicated 
to  the  president,  he  issued  hi» 
proclamation,  dated  October  5, 
1630,  opening  the  ports,  and  ab- 
solutely repealing  the  retaliatory 
acts  of  1818, 1820,  and  1823. 

The  point  so  long  and  steadily 
contended  for  by  the  United 
States  was  thus  yielded,  and  an 
additional  advantage  was  given 
to  England,  by  opening  the  ports 
of  this  country  to  British  vessels 
more  than  two  months  before 
American  vessels  were  enabled 
to  participate  in  the  trade. 

This  departure  from  the  esta- 
blished policy  of  the  country,, 
and  that,  too,  in  violation  of  the 
plain  import  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress, was  subsequently  sanc- 
tioned by  the  president,  and  thus 
became  the  act  of  the  govern- 
ment, so  far  as  the  executive 
could  make  it  so. 

In  the  letter  from  the  state 
department  to  Mr.  M^Lane,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  assures  him  that  the 
president  had  **  adopted,  without 
reserve,  the  construction  given 
to  the  act  of  congress  by  Lord 
Aberdeen  and  himself^"  and  au- 
thorizes him  to  express  '^  to  the 
British  minister  the  satisfaction 
of  the  president — in  not  suffering 
the  inadvertencies  of  our  legiS' 
lationy  attributable  to  the  haste 
and  confusion  of  the  closing 
scenes  of  the  session,  to  defeat 
or  delay  the  adjustment." 

This  mortifying  assurance  was 
conveyed  to  the  British  govern- 
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menty  and  thus,  by  an  arrtmge-^  chiefly  carried  on  in  British  ves- 

ment  made  'without  the  sanction  sels. 

of  any  department  of  the  govern-  Mr.  M *Lane  in  vain   remon- 

ment  except  the    executive,  an  strated   against  the  passage  of 

act  of  congress  was    virtually  this  bill,  and  in  his  letter  of  No^ 

overruled ;  the  principle  of  reci-  vember    30,  1830,    complained 

I)rocity  abandoned ;  die  wise  po-  that  **  it  virtually  destroyed  the 

icy  adopted  at  the  commence-  fair  advantages  of  the  direct  in- 

ment  of  the    government,  and  tercourse  between   the   United 

hitherto  steadily  persevered  in.  States  and   the   West   Indies." 

frustrated  ;  and  the  intercourse  Lord  Grey  replied,  that  the  Bri- 

between  the  United  States  and  tish  government  had  always  in- 

the  West   Indies  placed  under  sisted  on  the  right  to  regulate 

the  control  of  British  legislation,  this  trade  bv  law,  instead  of  by 

The  policy  of  the  British  go-  treaty,  and  that  "  all  its  measures 

vernment  now  began  to  develope  since   1825  had   looked  to  the 

itself.  system  of  free  ports  in  the  north* 

Upon  receiving  the  assuran-  ern  colonies." 
ces  authorized  by  the  president,  The  remonstrances  of  the  Ame- 
and  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  rican  minister  did  not  conse- 
an  order  in  council  was  issued,  qaently  retard  nor  prevent  the 
opening  the  colonial  ports  to  passageof  the  proposed  law,  and 
American  vessels  from  the  U.  the  new  arrangement  of  the  co- 
States,  with  the  produce  of  the  U.  lonial  trade  went  into  effect,  witb 
States,  and  permitting  them  to  a  nominal  equality  between 
export  goods  to  all  foreign  coun*  American  and  British  vessels, 
tries.  in  the  direct  intercourse,  but  so 

Almost  simultaneously   with  burdened  with  duties,  that  the 

the   adoption  of  this    order,  a  trade    was   chiefly  carried   on 

schedule  of  duties  was  prepared,  through  the  northern   colonies, 

which  ultimately  became  a  law,  where  the  longer  voyage  was 

and  which  was  framed  so  as  to  exclusively  secured  to   British 

give  to  British  navigation  a  mo-  vessels,  with  such  advantages  in 

nopoly  of  the  colonial  trade.  the  shorter  voyages,  as  to  enable 

This  bill  imposed  heavy  duties  them  to  appropriate  a  greater 

on  various  articles  imported  into  share  of  the  cariying  trade,  thaa 

the  West  Indies,  from  the  United  they  could  obtam  in  any  really 

States,  while  it  authorized  their  reciprocal  intercourse, 

importation  into   the    northern  The  effect  of  this  arrangement 

colonies  free  of  duty.  was,  to  greatly  increase  the  trade 

By  these  duties  the  direct  in-  with  the  northern  colonies,  and 

tercourse  was  so  burdened,  that  to  diminish  that  with  the  West 

the  islands  were  supplied  through  Indies,  which  was  carried  on 

the  northern    colonies,   and  as  almost  altogether  by  British  ves- 

American  vessels  could  not  pro-  sels. 

cced  from  those  colonies  to  the  The  following  extracts  from 

West  Indies,  the  business  was  the  annual  reports  of  1828  and 
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1833,  will    best    illustrate  the        In  1838,  the  American  ship* 

change  produced    by  that  ar-  ping  eoy^aged   in  that  business 

rangement,  in  the  mode  of  sup-  was  as  toUows : — 
plying  the  islands. 

Cleared  from  the  United  States  to  the  British 

Northern  Colonies, 63,801  tons. 

British  West  Indies, 7,974 

Dutch,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Islands,     -    •    •  106,041 


Total  American  Tonnage,    177,816 

FOREIGN. 

British  Northern  Colonies, 10,658 

British  West  Indies,  none. 

Dutch,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Islands,    -    -    -      3,369 

Total  Foreign  Tonnage      1 4,027 
In  1833  the  American  shipping  engaged  in  the  same  business 
was  as  follows : — 

Cleared  from  the  United  States  to  the  British 

Northern  Colonies, 219,403 

British  West  Indies, 64,659 

Dutch,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Islands,     -    •    .    44,534 


Total  American, 

FOREIGN. 


British  Northern  Colonies,     -    -    - 

British  West  Indies, 

Dutch,  Swedish,  and  Danish  Islands, 


328.596 

245,779 

21,775 

5,283 


Thus  the  American  tonnage 
directly  engaged  in  the  West 
India  trade  had  diminished  in 
five  years,  from  114,015,  to  109,- 
193  tons,  while  the  foreign  ton- 
nage had  increased  from  3,369,  to 
27,058  tons ;  and  although  this 
actual  loss  of  business  was  par- 
tially compensated  by  the  in- 
creased activity  in  the  trade  with 
the  northern  colonies,  still,  of 
that  trade,  British  naviga- 
tion was  enabled^  by  being  al- 
lowed to  continue  the  voyage  to 
the  islands,  to  obtain  more  than 


Total  Foreign,    272,937 

its  share,  and  the  longer  voy 
was  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
British  merchants. 


The  other  topics  in  discussion 
between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  were  sufiered  to 
remain  without  being  agitated 
on  the  part  of  the  American  go- 
vernment. In  the  mean  time, 
the  British  government  had  assu- 
med jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
north  and  east  of  the  line,  as  re- 
commended by  the  king  of  Hol- 
land. 
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Her  claim  to  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory was  thus  practically  en- 
forced, and  was  acquiring  valid- 
ity from  the  acquiescence  of  the 
United  States. 

Similar  inattention,  on  the 
part  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, was  strengthening  her 
claim  to  the  exclusive  navimtion 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

The  relations  of  business  be- 
tween the  American  producers 
and  the  Canadian  merchants 
began  to  be  established,  and  in- 
terests in  opposition  to  a  free 
navigation  were  growing  up, 
without  attention  or  remon- 
strance on  our  part. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  claim  of 
England  was  acquiring  force, 
and  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that  a 
longer  perseverance  in  this  po- 
licy, would  place  in  her  hands  the 
control  of  all  internal  commerce 
between  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence and  those  extensive  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  great 
American  lakes. 

The  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  other  European 
powers,  continued  upon  their 
accustomed  footing. 

With  Russia  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce was  concluded  in  the 
month  of  December,  1832,  upon 
the  principles  of  reciprocity,  and 
securing  to  the  merchants    of 


both  countries,  the  same  privi 
leees  granted  to  the  mercnants 
of  other  nations. 

Provision  was  also  made  to 
secure  to  the  citizens  of  both 
countries  the  power  of  disposing 
of  their  personal  estate,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  either,  by  will 
or  otherwise.  It  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix. 

A  similar  treaty  was  made 
with  Belgium,  but  the  ratifica- 
tions were  not  exchanged. 

Some  claims  of  American 
merchants  against  Portugal  for 
illegal  captures,  were  prosecuted 
to  a  successful  result,  and  an 
earnest  and  persevering  effort 
was  made  by  the  administration 
to  procure  satisfaction  from 
Spam,  for  illegal  detentions  and 
captures  of  American  property, 
subsequent  to  the  treaty  of^l819, 
and  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  justice  was  finally  extorted 
from  that  government. 

No  alterations  worthy  of  no- 
tice occurred  in  the  relations 
between  this  country  and  the 
neighbouring  powers  on  this  con- 
tinent 

A  treaty  of  commerce  was 
concluded  with  Chili,  and  the 
time  limited  in  the  treaty  for 
designating  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  was  suffered  to  expire 
through  the  neglect  of  Mexico, 
without  adjusting  that  question. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


South  Carolina  Legislature  meet — Nullifying  Acts, — Union 
Convention, — Crisis. — Course  of  Federal  Oovemment^ — MiH- 
tary  Preparations. — Meeting  of  Congress. — Proclamation  of 
President. — Of  Gov.  Hayne. — Resignation  of  Vice  President.-^-- 
New  Tariff  Aborted  in  House. — Presidents  Message^  asking 
new  Powers. — Mr.  Calhoun^ s  Speech. — Enforcing  Bill  Report- 
ed.— Mr.  Calhoun*s  Resolutions  as  to  Federal  Powers. — Mr. 
Qrundifs. — Mr.  ClaytoiCs. — Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures. 


The  headlong  course  of  SouUi 
Carolina^  during  the  year  1832, 
had  placed  the  state  government 
in  such  a  hostile  attitude  towards 
the  federal  government,  that  a 
general  expectation  prevailed, 
that  a  violent  collision  would 
take  place ;  and  there  was  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union, — ^followed 
by  civil  war. 

The  convention  which  met  in 
that  state  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, having  passed  the  ordinance 
declaring  the  revenue  laws  of 
the  Union  void,  ^joumed — and 
enjoined  the  legislature  to  carry 
its  decrees  into  eflkct  That 
body  met  directly  after  its  ad-, 
journment,  and  with  a  prompti- 
tude and  spirit  which  would 
have  been  beyond  praise  in 
a  better  cause,  passed  the  laws 
necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  first  act  authorized  the 
sheriflf  to    replevy  anv  goods 


seized  or  detained  under  the  U. 
States  revenue  laws,  and  to  de- 
liver them  to  the  owner  and 
consignee, — and  in  case  of  a  re» 
fusal  to  deliver  them,  or  of  their 
removal,  to  seize  double  the 
amount  of  the  personal  estate  of 
the  offender. 

It  also  provided,  that  any  per- 
son arrested  under  any  judgment 
in  the  United  States  courts  for 
duties,  might  bring  an  action  for 
damages ;  that  any  sale  of  real 
estate  under  such  judgment, 
should  be  held  void  ;  tlmt  any 
person  paying  duties  might 
recover  them  back  with  interest ; 
and  for  the  punishment  of  all 
persons  disobeying  or  resisting 
officers  in  the  execution  of  the 
act.  As  it  was  not  supposed  that 
the  federal  government  would 
quietly  accjuiesce  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  Its  revenue  system ; 
the  next  act  authorized  the 
governor  to   resist  the  federal 
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government  in  any  attempt  to 
enforce  the  revenue  laws,  with 
the  whole  force  of  the  state  ;  and 
further  provided  for  organizing 
the  militia,  and  the  purchase  of 
munitions  and  ordnance.  An 
act  was  also  passed  requiring  all 
civil  and  military  officers  in  the 
state  to  take  an  oath  to  execute 
and  enforce  the  ordinance,  and 
the  laws  passed  in  obedience 
thereto, — and  the  state  was  thus 
placed  in  an  attitude  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  federal  government ; 
and  striving  to  destroy  the  union. 

The  gravity  of  history  is  some- 
what fisturbed,  when  we  con- 
template the  small  means  that 
were  relied  upon  to  accomplish 
tfie  overthrow  of  a  government, 
based  upon  the  general  interest, 
and  sustained  by  the  afl^ctions 
of  a  nation  consisting  of  thirteen 
millions. 

Still,  enough  of  strength  was 
to  be  found  on  the  side  of  the 
nullifying  party,  to  render  it  the 
duly  of  me  federal  government 
to  make  timely  preparations  to 
enforce  the  laws  which  had  been 
declared  void. 

The  constitutional  authorities  of 
a  state,  were  arrayed  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  federal  authorities ; 
the  legislature  had  enacted  laws 
to  arm  and  discipline  the  militia, 
and  to  impose  oaths  which  com- 
pelled those  taking  them  to  act  in 
violation  of  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States. 

The  governor  had  manifested 
his  earnest  disposition  to  carry 
the  designs  of  tne  legislature  into 
effect ; — and  while  at  home,  he 
took  steps  to  put  the  military 
force  of  the  state  in  an  efficient 
condition ;  he  caused  cannons 
5 


and  other  warlike  munitions,  to 
be  imported  from  the  northern 
states,  for  the  more  effectual  nul- 
lification of  the  tariff. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  union 
party  in  South  Carolina,  showed 
equal  determination  to  sustain 
the  laws  of  the  Union. 

A  convention  of    the  union 

Earty,  was  held  at  Columbia,  in 
tecember,  where  resolutions 
were  passed  protesting  against 
the  ordinance  as  unconstitutional 
and  oppressive — disfranchising 
nearly  one  half  of  the  citizens  of 
the  state,  for  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion— ^violating  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury, — subverting  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  judiciary,— and 
virtually  destroying  the  Union. 
The  convention,  in  which  were 
assembled  many  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished sons  of  South  Caroli- 
na, then  declared,  that  while  they 
disclaimed  all  intention  of  lawless 
or  insurrectionary  violence,  they 
were  determined  to  protect  their 
rights,  by  all  legal  and  constitu- 
tional means,  and,  *'  that  in  doing 
so,  they  would  continue  to  main- 
tain their  character  of  peaceable 
citizens,  unless  compelled  to 
throw  it  aside  by  intolerable  op- 
pression." 

This  resolution  not  to  submit 
to  the  measures  of  the  dominant 
party,  was  still  more  plainly  ex- 

Eressed  in  the  primary  assem- 
lies. 
In  Charleston,  where  they 
were  as  numerous,  and  in  some 
of  the  mountainous  districts, 
where  they  were  more  numerous 
than  their  opponents,  meetings 
were  held,  in  which  it  was  re- 
solved  to  sustain  the  federal  go- 
vernment in  its  efforts  to  enforce 
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the  revenue  laws,  and  also  to 
fesbt,  by  force  if  necessary, 
every  attempt  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  laws  pas^  by  the  state 
legislature,  imposing  unconstitu- 
tional oaths  upon  all  civil  and 
military  officers. 

An  issue  was  now  formed, 
which  threatened  an  immediate 
resort  to  arms.  A  crisis  had  ar- 
rived, which  could  not  be  safely 
aeglected. 

The  leading  nullifiers  were  in 
possession  of  the  state  govern- 
qoent,  and  acted  under  the  impo- 
sing sanction  of  a  state  law, 
which,  although  unconstitutional, 
still  carried  a  sort  of  authority 
with  it.  By  their  activity  and 
tdlents,  they  had  excited  great 
enthusiasm  among  their  follow- 
ers, and  were  thus  enabled  to 
execute  their  measures  with  the 
cordial  coroperation  of  a  party, 
formidable  both  for  its  numbers 
and  determination. 

There  was  also  no  small  de- 

Eee  of  danger  that  should  force 
resprted  to,  the  nulli&rs 
would  find  supporters  in  some 
of  the  adjacent  states. 

The  doctrines  asserted  by  the 
nullifiers  were  not  materiaUy 
dificrent  from  those  of  the  cele- 
brated resolutions  prepared  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  in  1798-9,  for  thie 
Kentucky  legislature :  they  had 
been  directly  asserted  by  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  in  1829, 
and  the  state  of  Georgia  had 
practically  enforced  them  in  re- 
lation to  the  Cherokee  treaties, 
and  the  laws  of  congress  passed 
to  carry  those  treaties  into  effect. 

How  the  citizens  of  those 
states  would  be  disposed  to  act 


in  supporting  those  doctrtiies 
could  not  be  foreseen. 

There  was  a  strong  bond  c^ 
sympathy  between  all  the  south- 
ern states :  and  although  North 
Carolina  and  Alabama  united  in 
condemning  nullifications  there 
was  too  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  any  collision' fl^rowiog 
out  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the 
tariff  laws,  would  array  a  large 
portion  of  the  population  of  the 
southern  states  on  the  side  of 
South  Carolina.  The  progress  of 
events  in  that  state,  was  conse- 
quently watched  with  much 
anxiety  by  the  rest  of  the  Union. 
With  a  strong  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, there  was  joined  a  mani- 
fest reluctance  to  resort  to  force 
for  that  purpose. 

The  Union  was,  in  the  aeneral 
opinion,  too  dear  to  be  endanger- 
ed, even  by  an  adherence  to  a 
policy,  which,  although  expe- 
dient, was  not  necessary.  Still, 
those  who,  in  defiance  of  the  de^ 
nunciations  and  violence  of  the 
dominant  party  in  South  Caro- 
lina, stooa  up  for  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  laws,  could  not  be 
left  without  support  in  their 
hazardous  position. 

With  the  view  of  afiordioe 
them  the  requisite  aid,  as  weU 
as  to  put  down  any  open  attempt 
to  resist  the  execution  of  tho 
revenue  laws,  a  competent  force 
was  assembled  at  Charlestonr-' 
that  being  the  port  where  the 
commerce  of  the  state  is  chiefly 
carried  on. 

'\  he  comn^ander-in-chief  of  the 
military     eastern     department 
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(General  Scott)  was  directed  Xq  ^ress  assembled,  and  the  nulli- 

repair  to  that  place,  to  aid  the  hers    evinced  a  willingness  to 

civil  oiGcers  of  the  government  suspend  their  action  against  the 

in  the  execution  of  the  laws;  and  tariflf,  until    the  termination  of 

two  vessels  of  war  were  ordered  the  session, 
there  for  the  same  purpose.  In   the  annual  mess^e,   tlie 

Orders  were  also  given  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina 

c<»nmanders  of  the  forts  in  the  was  alluded  to,  and  an  opinion 

harbour,  to  defend  them  against  was    expressed    that  the   laws 

any  assault  to  the  last  extremity,  were  fully  adequate  to  the  sup- 

and  to  be  vigilant   against  all  prcFsion  of  all  attempts  which 

attempts  to  surprise  them.  might  be  made  to  prevent  the 

The  forts  were  immediatelv  execution  of  the  laws.  If,  how- 
put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  all  ever,  any  difficulty  should  occur, 
the  disposable  force  of  the  go-  notice  would  be  given  to  con- 
vernment  was  concentrated  in  gross,  with  a  suggestion  of  the 
that  quarter,  but  in  such  a  man-  the  measures  proper  to  remedy 
ner  as  not  to  render  those  move-  the  evil. 

ments  obnoxious  and  offensive        A  revision  of  the  tariff  laws 

to  the  community.  was  urged    upon  congress,  and 

Moderation  and   forbearance  a  reduction    of  duties  to    the 

were  inculcated  on  the  part  of  standard    of   expenditure,  was 

the  commanding   officers,    and  eamestlv  recommended, 
they  were  directed  to  act  entirely     The  public  debt,  the  message  sta- 

on  the  defensive.  Equal  activity  ted,  was  about  to  be  extinguished^ 

was  evinced  by  the  state  autho-  and  this  event  presented  a  proper 

rities,  in  making  preparations  to  occasion  of  reducing  the  duties, 

execute  their  designs.    Depots  The  system  of  afibrding  a  per- 

were  established  for  provisions  petual  protection  in  the  shape  of 

and  military  munitions,  and  the  high  duties,  never  entered  into 

volunteers  who  were  organized  the  minds  ojf  but  few  of  our  states- 

in  different  parts  of  the  state,  to  men,  and  the   only  protection 

the  number  of  12,000,  for  the  pur-  anticipated,   was  that   growii^ 

pose  of  sustaining  the  system  of  out  oi^duties  imposed  for  tempo* 

nullification,  were  disciplined,  as  rarv  purposes, 
far  as  citizens  could  be,  in  the       After  stating  that  the  protec- 

duties  of  soldiers ;    and  orders  tion  afforded  should  not  exceed 

were  issued,  directing  them  **  to  what     may    be    necessary    to 

hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  counteract    the    regulations    of 

take   the  field    at   a  moment's  other  nations,  and  to  secure  a 

warning."  supply  of  articles  essential  to  the 

The  blow  seemed  tobeim-  countryinwaritwasrecommend- 

pendin^,  which  waste  dissolve  ed  that  the  protection  afK>rded  by 

the  Union,  and  to  array  the  citi-  duties  higher  than  the  ordinary 

zens  of  a  state  in  deadly  hostility  revenue  standard,  should  not  be 

against  the  federal  government,  extended  longer  than  was  neces- 

In  this  aspect  of  affairs  con- 
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sary  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  public  debt. 

Shortly  after  the  assembling 
of  congress,  the  president  issued 
his  proclamation,  written,  as  is 
generally  believed,  by  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, the  secretary  of  state, 
announcing  his  determination  to 
enforce  the  revenue  laws,  and 
exhorting  the  citizens  of  South 
Carolina,  as  they  valued  the 
Union,  or  the  fame  of  their  an- 
cestors, not  to  persist  in  their 
disorganizing  designs. 

In  this  proclamation,  which  is 
dated  Dec.  10,  1832,  he  main- 
tained that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  was  a  political 
association  of  one  people,  and 
not  the  confederation  of  distinct 
states — that  it  acted  upon  the 
people  individually,  and  not  upon 
the  states — that  the  states  nad 
surrendered  many  of  the  essen- 
tial rights  ofsovereignty,  and  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  treaties  and  laws 
made  under  it,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  which  no  state 
is  at  liberty  to  disregard  or  to 
annul — ^that  if  oppressive  or  un- 
constitutional laws  are  passed, 
the  agrieved  party  may  appeal 
to  the  people,  who,  in  exercising 
the  elective  franchise,  can  afford 
a  remedy  to  the  former— or  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  declare  the 
latter  to  be  invalid.  There  is 
also  a  remedy  afibrded  in  the 
power  reserved  to  the  people,  pf 
altering  the  constitution,  with 
the  assent  of  three  fourths  of  the 
states. 

All  other  interference  with 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  he 
declared  to  be  unauthorized,  and 


tf  persisted  in,  as  leading  directly 
to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
It  was  virtually  a  revolution, 
and  must  end  in  breaking  up  the 
country  into  hostile  sectional 
parties,  in  a  state  of  continual 
war  with  each  6ther. 

Such  were  the  grounds  assu- 
med by  the  •  president  in  his  pro- 
clamation, and  they  were  so  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  those  upon 
which  his  southern  partisans  had 
urged  his  election,  that  their  pub- 
lication produced  great  sensation 
throughout  the  country.  In 
the  northern  states,  they  were 
received  with  universal  appro- 
bation, the  principles  being  the 
same  advocated  by  those,  who 
had  led  the  opposition  to  his  ad- 
ministration ;  and  his  partisans 
fearing,  in  this  crisis,  to  express 
their  dissent  to  doctrines  which 
every  administration  had  felt 
itself  obhged  to  act  upon. 

In  the  southern  states,  a  dif- 
ferent feeling  was  manifested. 

The  principles  of  the  procla- 
mation were  so  hostile  to  the 
political  creed  of  that  part  of  the 
Union,  that  those  who  revered 
the  sage  of  Monticello  as  the 
founder  of  their  faith,  and  had 
deemed  it  the  greatest  praise  to 
call  the  president  a  second  Jef- 
ferson, paused  in  their  adoration, 
and  were  obliged  to  confess  that 
there  was  some  difierence  in  their 
views  of  the  federal  constitution. 

The  few  dissenting  voices, 
however,  were  lost  in  the  gene- 
ral approbation  of  the  country, 
which  held  itself  ready  to  sustain 
those- principles,  as  essentially 
necessary  to  the  existence  of  the 
Union. 

Upon  South  Carolina,  this  re- 
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monstrance   apparently  prcNlu-  the  persident   in  his  message, 

ced  no  efiect.  were  reiterated  more  at  length 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  in  the  annual  report  of  the  secre- 

legislature,  Gov.  Hayne,  on  the  tary  of  the  treasury.    That  offi- 

20th  December,  1832,  issued  a  cer  again  urged  upon  congress  a 

counter  proclamation,  warning  reduction  of  duties  to  the  reve- 

the  citizens  of  that  state  against  nue  standard,  and  declared  that 

the  attempt  of  the  president  to  **  there  was  not  the  same  neces- 

seduce    them   from    their  alle-  sity  for  hi^h  protecting  duties,  as 

giance,  and  exhorting  them,  in  that  which  was  consisted  in  our 

disregard  of  his  threats,  to  be  past  legislation." 
prepared  to    sustain  the   state        It  was  now  distinctly  forseen 

against  the  arbitrary  measures  of  that  the  final  contest,  relating  to 

the  president  a  protecting  tariff,  was  about  to 

The  state  was  now  formally  be  decided.    The  administration 

arrayed  against  the  federal  go-  had,  in  various  ways,  manifested 

vernment,  and  it  was  with  too  its  hostility  to  the  system,  and 

much  reason  apprehended,  that  the  late  triumph  at  the  elections, 

an  unhappy  accident  might,  at  it  was  supposed,  would  embold* 

any    moment,    precipitate    the  en   the   president  to  take   still 

country  into  the  horrors  of  a  stronger  measures  to  overthrow 

civil  war.  a  poUcy  which  was  originated 

The  nullifiers,  however,  hesi-  in  a  great  measure,  by  an  obnox- 

tated  to  take  any  decisive  step  ious  rival, 
which  should  compel  the  federal        The  countrv  believed  that  the 

government  to  exert  its  power,  question  would  now  be  finally 

and   without   disclaiming  their  adjusted,  and  all  parties  prepared 

right  to  annul  the  laws  of  con-  to  act  upon  it,  as  the  great  ques- 

gress,  they  now  professed  a  wil-  tion  of  the  session. 
Ungness  to  wait  until  the  end  of       Upon  distributing  the  various 

the  session  for  relief  from  that  subjects    recommended  to   the 

bodv.  consideration  of  congress,  this 

The  vice  president  (John  C.  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 

Calhoun)  resigned  his  office  on  ways  and  means, 
the  28th  of  December,  and  was       Here   the    whole    protecting 

elected  a  senator  of  the  United  tariff  was  remodelled,  and  on  the 

States  senate,  in  the  place  of  27th  of  December,  a  bill  was 

Gov.  Hayne,  obviously  with  the  reported,  which  was  understood 

view  of  enforcing  and  maintain-  to  embody  the  views  of  the  ad- 

ing  the  principles  promulgated  by  ministration. 
South  Carolina,  with  his  power-        In  ihe  senate,  the  tariff  was 

ful  talents ;  and  the  deliberations  made  an  object  of  attention,  at 

of  congress  upon  the  important  the  very  commencement  of  the 

questions  before  it,  were  expected  session.     On  the  1 3th  of  Decem- 

with  the  most  anxious  sohcitude  ber,  Mr.  Smith,  the  chairman  of 

by  the  whole  country.  the  committee  of  finance,  present- 

The  opinions    expressed  by  ed  a  resolution,  calling  oa  the 
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gecretary  of  the  treasmy  for  a 
projet  of  a  bill,  in  conformity 
with  his  suggestions.  After  some 
del^  as  to  the  propriety  of 
calling  on  a  branch  of  the  exo* 
cutive  department  for  an  opinion, 
instead  of  facts  or  information, 
the  resolution  was  adopted :  ayes 
16,  nays  11. 

The  bill  reported  in  the  house, 
proposed  a  diminution  of  the  du- 
ties on  all  the  protected  articles, 
to  take  effect  immediately,  and  a 
further  diminution  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1834. 

The  permanent  duties,  after 
that  day,  were  to  be  as  follows  :— 

On  woollen  goods,  an  average 
duty  of  15  per  cent.,  except  on 
cloths,    kerseymeres,     flannels, 


baizes,  carpets  &c.,  on  which  20 
per  cent,  was  proposed. 

On  cotton  goods,  20  per  cent 

On  iron  bars  and  bolts,  $16  per 
ton. 

When  made  by  rolling  824 
per  ton. 

Scrap,  and  old  iron,  $12,50 
per  ton. 

Pig  iron,  40  cents  per  cwt. 

Iron  castings,  1  cent  per  lb. 

Steel,  $1  per  cwt. 

Hemp,  $30  per  ton. 

Tarred  cordage,  2  cts.  per  lb. 

Untarred  cordage,  yam  twine, 
pack  thread,  3  cts.  per  lb. 

Cotton  bagging  and  nankins, 
15  percent. 

Manufactures  from  hemp  or 
flax,  15  per  cent 


Spirits,  Ist  pr«K)f,  from  grsdn,  20  cts.  per  gall,  from  other  materials, 

18  cts.  per  gall. 
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Salt,  5  cents  per  bushel. 

Olive  oil,  10  cents  per  gall. 

Brown  sugar,  2  cents  per  lb. 

Whiteclayeddo.2^  cts.  per  lb. 

Refined  do.,  10  cents  psr  lb. 

Molasses,  4  cents  nor  gall. 

Cofiee,  1  cent  per  lb. 

Teas,  gunpowder,  hyson,  and 
young  do.,  10  cents  per  lb. 

Hyson  skin,  and  black  tea, 
3  cents  per  lb. 

Bohea,  3  cents  per  lb. 

Silk  goods  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  20  per  ct 

From  other  places,  12^  per  ct. 

Bngh  b'd  books,  25  ct8.perlb. 

Unbound  do.  20  cents  per  lb. 

Latin  and  Greek,  bound,  12^ 
cents  per  lb. 


Unbound,  10  cents. 

Foreign  languagesv  4  cts.  per 
vol. 

Cotton,  indigo,  wool,  and 
books  printed  more  than  thirty 
years,  were  to  be  admitted  free 
of  duty. 

By  this  bill,  a  great  and  imme- 
diate reduction  was  contempla- 
ted, upon  the  chief  manufactures 
of  Uie  country,  and  a  further  re- 
duction to  the  revenue  standard 
in  1834. 

This  would  aflbrd  to  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer,  a  protect- 
ing duty,  from  1 5  to  20  per  cent, 
and  with  this  advantage,  the  op- 
ponents of  high  duties,argued  he 
should  be  content.   On  the  oUier 
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side,  it  was  contended  that  the  statia^  the  characterof  the  South 
diminution  was  too  great;  that  in  Carolina  proceedings,  and  the 
renewing  the  duties  on  tea  and  necessary  result  of  a  coniiict  be- 
coiiee,  to  supply  the  deficiency  tween  tm;  state  and  the  federal 
in  the  revenue,  occasioned  by  officers,  the  message  informed 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  congress,  that  instructions  had 
woollens,  cottons,  and  iron,  an  been  given  to  the  collector  at 
additional  injury  was  inflicted  Charleston  to  remove,  if  expe- 
upon  the  manufacturer,  without  dient,  the  custom  house  to  castle 
any  corresponding  benefit  con-  Pinckney,  in  that  harbour,  and  to 
ferred  upon  the  consuming  class-  take  all  the  steps  necessary  to 
es ;  and  that  by  suddenly  bring-  secure  the  duties  on  all  goods 
ing  down  the  duties  to  the  mini-  imported  into  that  port.  All 
mum  point,  the  government  measures  tending  to  create  ex- 
would  violate  its  faitn  with  those  citement  were  prohibited,  but 
who  had  been  induced  to  embark  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  was 
in  manufacturing,  by  the  adop-  strongly  enjoined.  Orders  had 
tion  of  what  was  declared  to  be  also  been  issued  to  the  military 
the  settled  policy  of  the  country,  and  naval  officers  at  that  post,  to 
and  who  would  be  ruined  by  a  protect  the  public  property,  and 
sudden  and  unexpected  with-  to  defend  the  posts  in  that  quar- 
drawal  of  the  protection  of  high  ter ;  but  in  all  other  matters,  to 
duties.  act  in  obedience  to  the  legal  re- 

The  bill  of  last  session,  which  quisitions  of  the  civil  officers, 
was  framed  with  the  view  of  The  president  thought,  how- 
settling  the  question,  had  not  yet  ever,  that  the  laws  just  passed 
been  fairly  tested,  and  it  was  in-  by  the  state  government,  render- 
sisted,  that  such  a  vacillating  ea  some  steps  necessary  on  the 
course  on  the  part  of  the  govern-  part  of  congress, 
ment,  was  positive  injustice  to  The  state  courts  were  not 
those  who  had  vested  their  capi-  permitted  to  administer  the  laws 
tal  under  the  existing  laws.  according  to  their  oath  under  the 

This  discussion,  wliich  com-  constitution,  but  were  sworn  to 

menced  on  the  8th  of  January,  disregard  the  laws  of  the  Union^ 

was  continued  in  the  ordinary  and  to  enforce  only  those  of  S. 

manner,  the  advocates  and  oppo-  Carolina, 

ncnts  delivering  prepared  speech-  It  was,  therefore,  necessary 

es,  each  occupying  a  day,  until  to  make  provision  to  secure  a 

the  16th  of  January,  when  new  fair  decision  before  a  tribunal 

interest  was  imparted  to  the  sub-  not  previously  bound  to  decide 

ject  by  a  message  to  congress  in  a  particular  manner, 

from  the  president,  communica-  The  authority  conferred  on  the 

ting  the   South  Carolina   ordi-  sheriff  to  call   upon  the  posse 

nance  and  nullifying  laws,  to-  comitatus  to  execute  the  writ  of 

gether  with  his  own  views  as  to  replevin,  would  also  prevent  the 

what  should  be  done  under  the  decisions  of  the  federal  courts 

existing  state  of  aOairs.    After  from  beiog  carried  into  efifect 
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a^nst  those  of  the  state  courts. 
He,  therefore,  recommended  that 
laws  should  be  passed,  providing 
that  whenever,  by  any  unlawful 
combination,  it  should  become 
impracticable  faithfully  to  collect 
the  duties  in  any  port,  the  presi- 
dent should  be  authorized  to 
abolish  such  ports  of  entry  as 
should  be  necessary,  and  to 
establish  the  custom  house  at 
some  secure  place  within  the 
state,  where  the  collector  should 
detain  all  vessels  and  cargoes, 
until  the  duties  were  properly 
secured  or  paid.  That  in  such 
cases,  it  should  be  unlawful  to 
take  the  vessel  or  cargo  from  the 
custody  of  the  custom  house  offi- 
cer, except  by  process  from  the 
federal  courts,  and  that  in  case 
of  an  attempt  to  take  the  pro- 
perty by  a  force  too  great  to  be 
overcome  by  the  revenue  offi- 
cers, it  should  be  lawful  to  pro- 
tect their  possession  by  the  na- 
val and  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  tlie  mili- 
tia. In  order  to  protect  those 
acting  in  the  line  of  their  duty 
from  unconstitutional  prosecu- 
tions in  the  state  courts,  it  was 
further  recommended,  that  an  act 
should  be  adopted,  providing  for 
the  removal  into  the  federal 
courts  of  all  suits  brought  against 
any  persons  for  acts  done  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  this  removal  might  be 
made  upon  petition,  without  any 
return  of  the  record.  Provision 
was  also  recommended  to  be 
made  for  redress  in  the  federal 
courts,  of  any  injuries  committed 
under  the  ordinance,  and  where 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  were  prevented 


by  the  actual  employment  of 
military  force,  to  empower  the 
president  to  take  the  proper 
steps  to  carry  them  into  efiect 

This  message  now  presented 
the  whole  subject  to  the  consider* 
ation  of  congress.  Upon  its 
being  read  in  the  senate,  Mr. 
Calhoun  rose,  and  repelled,  in 
the  most  earnest  manner,  the 
imputation  of  any  hostile  feeling 
or  intentions  against  the  Union, 
on  the  part  of^ South  Carolina. 
The  state  authorities,  he  assert- 
ed, had  looked  only  to  a  judicial 
decision  upon  the  question, 
until  the  concentration  of  the  U. 
States  troops  at  Charleston  and 
Augusta  had  compelled  them  to 
make  provision  to  defend  them- 
selves against  aggression. 

Being  apprized  of  these  facts 
and  the  military  preparation  to 
coerce  her,  she  resorted  to  the 
measures  to  which  the  message 
refers ; — not  with  a  view,  on  her 
part,  to  change  the  issue  from 
the  civil  process,  but  simply  to 
repel  any  unconstitutioniEd  or 
lawless  attempt  by  force,  on  the 
part  of  the  executive. 

The  president  also  assigns,  he 
continued,  as  another  reason  for 
his  inference  that  force  was  me- 
ditated, that  no  attempt  had  been 
made  at  redress  before  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  Here,  again 
Mr.  Calhoan  said,  he  must  ex- 
press his  regret  that  the  presi- 
dent has  not  stated  all  the  facts. 
He  could  not  be  ignorant  that 
the  Question,  whether  the  laws 
annulled  by  the  state  were  con- 
stitutional or  not,  could  not  be 
decided  by  the  court.  The 
laws,  upon  their  face,  purport  to 
be  revenue  laws;  and  it  was 
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impossible,  according  to  the  tariff  majority— ^and  thus  the 
forms  of  judicial  proceedings,  state  was  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
that  the  question  whether  they  tunity  of  testing  the  question 
were  in  reality  intended  for  before  that  very  tribunal,  which 
revenue  or  protection,  could  be  the  president  now  tauntingly 
presented  for  decision,  however  charges  it  with  not  having  re- 
clear  the  fact  that  protection  and  sorted  to.  Mr.  C.  said,  that 
not  revenue  was  intended,  he  could  not  but  remark  that 
But  facts  do  not  hold  out  the  there  seemed  now  to  be  an  ex- 
president  in  his  assertion,  that  traordinary  chanee  within  the 
no  resort  was  had  to  the  court  last  year,  in  re^rence  to  the 
to  try  the  question  of  constitu-  powers  of  the  court.  He  cer- 
tionality.  A  spirited  individual  tainly  inferred,  from  documents 
(Mr.  Holmes)  actually  made  an  laid  before  congress,  that  the 
importation,  with  the  express  president  did  not  consider  the 
view  of  testing  that  question  be-  supreme  court  as  the  tribunal  of 
fore  the  courts  of  the  United  the  last  resort,  in  a  controversy 
.  States,  and  the  result  was  as  between  a  state  and  the  ^neral 
might  be  anticipated,  that  the  government,  where  a  neigbour- 
court  refused  to  take  cognizance  ing  state  was  concerned.  South 
of  the  question  of  constitution-  Carolina  and  Georgia  are  divi- 
ality.  ded  by  Savannah  river.    Was 

In  this  connexion,  there  is  he  to  understand,  that  one  rule 
another  important  fact  that  has  of  construction  was  to  prevail 
immediate  oearing  on  the  point  on  the  east,  another  on  the  west 
which  the  president  ought,  in  side  of  that  stream ;  or  that  the 
justice,  to  have  stated,  before  he  opinion  of  the  president  had  un- 
undertook  to  impute  the  motives  dergone  an  entire  change  in  so 
.which  he  has,  to  the  high-mind-  short  a  time  ?  If  so,  he  might 
ed  and  gallant  state,  which  Mr.  allow,  on  the  same  subject,  some 
C.  had  the  honour  to  represent.  latitude  of  opinion  to  others. 
It  would  be  remembered  by  all,  Another  reason  had  also  been 
that  when  the  bill  of  abomina-  assigned  by  the  president  for 
tion,  as  it  was  justly  called  by  inculpating  the  motives  of  the 
the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  state  ;  that  the  state  of  South 
(for  a  bill  of  abomination  it  has  Carolina  had  not  applied  for  an 
proved,  bv  bringing  us  to  the  amendment  to  the  constitution 
very  brink  of  civil  war  and  dis-  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  it. 
solution,)  was  before  the  other  It  is  a  sufficient  answer,  to  say 
house,  that  a  delegate  from  the  that  she  has  made  the  appUca[- 
state  of  South  Carolina  moved  tion ;  but  it  is  said,  she  ought 
to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill,  so  to  have  applied  before  she  de- 
as  to  present  its  protective  clared  the  acts  in  question  un- 
character,  with  the  express  view  constitutional.  The  answer  to 
of  trying  the  question  of  its  con-  this  objection  was  decisive.  It 
stitutionality.  The  motion  &il-  was  perfectly  hopeless ;  she  was 
ed — it  was  voted  down  by  the    in  a  fixed  minority  ;  the  consti- 
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tatioD  rsquii^s  two  thirds  of  the   of  the  country;    and  he  was 
ftates  to  authorize  the  call ;  and   amazed  at  refkxsting  that  we  have 
bow  absurd,  with  the  knowledge    succeeded  in  advancing  through 
of  these  ^ts,  would  an  applica-    fortv-four  years  of  our  existence^ 
tion  for  a  convention  have  oeen,   without  hsrving settled  a  question 
prior  to  her  acting.    She  was   which,  as  one  or  the  other  ride 
right  in  waiting  until  she  had   obtained  the  ascendancy,  must 
acted ;  and  now  that  she  tias,   necessarily  have  so  powerful  a 
Ae  has  come   forward  with  an   bearing  upon  the  practical  ope- 
application  to  bring  the  whole    ration  of  toe  system.  Thatques* 
subject  before  a  general  conven-    tion  must  now  be  decided.   The 
tion  of  the   states,  wUdi   has   messs^  has  presented  the  issue, 
ample  power  to  terminate  the   and  the  final  decision   can  no 
controverjy,  by  granting  or  re-    longer  be  delayed.    If  itsrecom- 
fusing  the  power  in  question,   mendation  should  be  sustained, 
8be  hopes  that  her  act  wiD  bring   and  the  principles  which  it  incul- 
tfie  other  states  to  reflection,  so   cates  Aould  prevail,  ours  would 
as  to  induce  them  to  meet  her  in   in  fact  become  a  great  consoli- 
convention,  and  thereby  termi-    dated  government,  without  fimi- 
nate  the  question,  whicn  has  so   tation  of  powers,  or  constitution- 
long  agitated  and  distracted  the   al  check.    He  begged  the  sena- 
country.  tors  to  pause  and  reflect,  before 

We  have  at  last  reached  a    they  came  to  so  momentous  a 
period  which  has  been  long  ap-   decision.    It  would  be  a  gross 
proaching,  when  it  must  be  prac-    deception,  to  suppose  that  there 
tically  decided  vdiether  ours  is   is  the  least  distmction  between 
a  coiuK)iidated  government,  with-   a  government,  absolute  and  of 
out  limitation,  or  a  confederative   uimmited  powers,  and  one  which 
system.    The   decision  of  the    has  the  right  of  deciding  at  plea- 
issoe  presented  in  the  message    sure  the  extent  of  its  powers,  as 
will  determine  this  question;  and    is  maintained  in  effi^ct  by  the 
on  this  decision  depends  the  con-    message.    Nor  would  the  deli>- 
tinuance  of  our  Union,  our  con-    sionbe  less  gross,  to  suppose  that 
stitution,  and  our  liberty.  Every    such  a  government  could  long 
created  animate  existence  has,  it    continue.     It  must  end,  and  that 
»  said,  from  its  birth,  the  princi-    speedily,  in  despotism,  and  that 
pie  of  decay.    The  same  might   ofthe  most  oppresrive  character. 
be  said,  he  feared,  of  political   Nothing  coula  argue  a  more  pro- 
systems,  and  in  ours,  tne  cause   found  ignorance  of  human  na- 
npon  which  they  were  now  call-    ture,  and  of  the  history  of  politi- 
ed  upcm  to  act,  had  existed  from    cal  institutions,  not  to  see  tnat  in 
the  origin  of  our  government,   a  country  of  such  vast  extent. 
From  the  beginning,  an  essential    and    diversity  of     interests,  a 
diverrityofopinion  whether  ours   government  of  an  absolute  un- 
was  a  consolidated  or  a  confed-    checked   majority,    must    ter- 
erated  system  of  government,   minate  as  he  nad  stated.  Ifproo 
has  diviaed  the  two  great  parties    were  wanting,  the  actual  condi 
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tion  in  which  wc  now  find  our  On  the  2l8t  of  Jan.,  1833,  the 

selvesyinthemidstoftliisgreatand  conunittee  reported  a  bill  toen- 

chmgerous  crisis,  which  threatens  force  the  collection  of  the  reve- 

our    v^ery    political    existence,  nue,    where    any    obstructions 

would  furmsn  ample.  How  have  were  offered  to  the  officers  em- 

we  been  brought  to  it  t     There  ployed  in  that  duly.    This  bill, 

has  been  no  exterior  difficulty  (ordinarily  called  the  enforcing 

for  the  last  sixteen  years ;  no  bill^  provided  that,  whenever  by 

conflict  with  any  other  power,  reason  of  unlawful  combinations, 

nor  any  cause,  not    springing  or  unlawful  tfueats  s^ainst  the 

from  the  {»*actical  operation  of  revenue  officers,  the  president 

the  system,  to  disturb  our  repose ;  should  deem  it  impracticable  to 

and  yet,  we  find  ourselves  me*  execute  the  revenue  laws  in  the 

naced  with  extreme  danger,  as  ordinary  mode,  at  any  particular 

acknowledge  bjr  ^L    ISo  rca-  port,  the  president  of  the  United 

son  can   be  assigned  for  our  States  may  direct  the  custom 

present  critical  condition,  but  house  to  be  kept  at  some  secure 

that  we  have  practically  departed  place  within  that  state,  and  the 

from  thereat  principle,  that  ours  duties  accruing  there,  to  be  paid 

is  a  confederated  government  of  in  cash,  deductixig  interest  The 

limited  powers ;  a  principle  which  goods  which  may  be  in  custody 

broi^lht     Mr.    Jefferson     into  of  such  collector,  shall  not  M 

power  in  1801,  and  which  check-  removed  by  any  authoritv  but 

ed  for  a  time,  the  disorders  that  that  of  the  courts  of  the  United 

must  necessarily  grow  from  an  States :  and  if  any  attempt  be 

opposite  view  of  our  system  of  made  to  seize  or  obtain  posses* 

government     For  the  last  ten  sion  of  saidgoods,  under  colour  of 

or  twelve  years,  these  principles  any  other  authoritv,  the  presi- 

have  been  departed  from ;  and  dent  of  the  United  States  may 

the  government  has  gradually  direct  the  emplojinent  of   the 
assumed  an  unlimited  control .  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  U« 

over  the  industry  and  capital  of  States  to  resist  and  repel  it 

the   country.    The    result  has  The  2d.  section  provides,  thai 

been  such  as  ought  to  have  been  the  jurisdiction  oi  the    circuit 

anticipated.    The  dominant  in-  courts  of  the  United  States  shall 

terest  has  legislated  with  refer-  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  or 

ence  to  its  own  benefit,  without  equity,  arising  under  the  laws  of 

consulting  the  feeling  or  views  the  United  States :  and  any  per- 

of  the  weaker.     It  has  termina-  son  sufiering  injury  in  his  person 

ted  in  producing  violent  conflicts  or  his  property,  for  any  act  done 

between  the  two  groat  sections  under  the  laws  of  the  U.  States, 

of  the  country.  may  institute  and   prosecute  a 

After    apologizing    for     his  suit  in  the  circuit  court,  and  be 

warmth,  Mr.  C.  concluded,  and  entitled  to  damages  proportioned 

after  ordering  the  message  to  be  to  said  injury,    rroperty  seized 

printed,  it  was  referred  to  the  by  any  officer  of  the  govern- 

judiciary  committee.  ment,  under  the  authority  of  the 
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Laws  of  the  United  States,  is  to  cecdings    were    regularly    had 

fie  re  pie  viable  only  by  process  of  before  said  court, 
courts  of  the  United  States:  and        The^M  section  provides,  that 

nriy  person  who  shall  dispossess  whenever  the  president  of  the 

or  rescue  any  property  in  cua-  Uiiitedstatesis  officially  inform- 

inJy  of  an  ofncer,  shall  be  deem-  ed  that  the  execution  of  the  laws 

c(I  guilty  of  misdemeanour,  and  of  the  U.  States,  or  the  decrees  of 

liiible  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  the  courts  of  the  United  States 

according  to  the  act   of   30th  are     obstructed     by     military 

April,  1790.  force,    he    may    proclaim   and 

The  third  section   provides,  order    the   dispersion   of  such 

(hilt  in  any  suitor  prosecution,  force;  and,  if  it  be  not  thereupon 

ill  any  court  of  any  state,  against  dispersed,  he  may   employ  the 

any  officer,    for  any  act   done  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  U. 

iiMiler  the  authority  of  ihe  laws  States  to  disperse  the  same,  id 

of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  conformity  to  the  provisions  of 

lawful,   at  any  time  before  Ihe  (lie  acts  of  tlie  2Bth  February, 

trial  thereof,  to  remove  the  case,  170.1,  and  3d  March,  1807. 
on  petition  and  affidavit,  to  the        The   sirtk   section    provides, 

circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  tliat  the  marshal  of  the  U.  States, 

and    any   further    proceedings  for  any  district,  in  case  of  the 

ihereon  in  the  state  courts,  shall  use  of  the  jails  of  any  state  being 

thereafterbe  nuUand  void.  This  refused  for  the  safe-keeping  of 

section  further  provides  for  con-  prisoners   committed  under  the 

tiiiuation  of  all  process  and  at-  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  shall, 

lacbments,  &c.,  as  if  the  suit  had  under  the  direction  of  the  district 

been  originally  commenced  in  judge  of  said  district,  use  such 

Uie  circuit  court.     This  section  other    places,   and    adopt    such 

also  contains  provisions  allowing  other  measures,  as  may  be  ne- 

the  plaintiff  to  declare,  do  novo,  cessary  and  expedient  in  such 

in  case  of  the  refusal  frf  the  state  cases. 

court  lo  return  a  copy  of  the        The  sevntk  and  last  section 

record,  and  in  default  of  such  provides,  that  any  judge  of  the 

declaration,  authorizbg  a  judg-  circuit  or  dislrict  courts  of  the 

ment  of  non  pros,  against  him.  United  States,  may  issue  a  writ 

The  fourth  section  provides,  of  habeas  corpus,  to  bring  before 

that  where  any  copies  of  papers  him   any  individual  confined  in 

or  records  of  any  state  court,  prison,  under  any  law   of  any 

necessary  to  be  used  in  any  suit  state,  for  the  execution  of  any 

in  a  court  of  the  United  Slates,  law  of  tlie  United  States,  or  of 

are    refused,  the  federal   court  any  decree  of  any  court  of  the 

may    direct    and     allow     the  United  States,  and  provides  for 

record  to  be  supplied  by  affidavit  tlie    punishment  of  refusing  to 

or  otherwise,  as  the  circumstan-  make  a  return,  or  making  a  false 

ces  of  the  case  may  allow,  and  return  to  such  writ,  by  fine  and 

proceed  without  it,  as  if  certified  imprisonment. 
c(^ies  of  such  records  and  pro-        The  next  day,  2Sd.,  some  disr 
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cussion  ensued,  as  to  the  pro-  sovereign  parties,  without  any 
per  time  for  taking  up  the  bill ;  and  common  judge,  each  has  an  equal 
after  the  28th  of  Jan.  was  named,  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  after  some  otthe  infraction,  as  of  the  mode 
animated  remarks  upon  the  cha-  and  measure  of  redress, 
racter  of  the  bill,  he  proposed,  "  Resolved,  That  the  assertions 
with  the  view  of  testing  its  prin-  that  the  people  of  these  United 
ciples,  the  following  resolutions.  States,  taken  collectively  as  indi- 
"  Resolved.  That  the  people  of  viduals,  are  now,  or  ever  have 
the  several  states  composing  been,  united  on  the  principle  of 
these  United  States,  are  united  the  social  compact,  and  as  such, 
as  parties  to  a  constitutional  are  now  formed  into  one  nation, 
compact,  to  which  the  people  of  or  people,  or  that  they  have  ever 
each  state  acceded  as  a  separate  been  so  united,  in  any  one  stage 
and  sovereign  community,  each  of  their  pohtical  existence ;  that 
binding  itself  by  its  Qwn  particu-  the  people  of  the  several  states 
lar  ratification ;  and  that  the  composing  the  Union  have  not, 
Union,  of  which  the  said  compact  as  members  thereof,  retained 
is  the  bond,  is  an  union  between  their  sovereignty ;  that  the  alle- 
the  states  ratifying  the  same.  giance  of  their  citizens  has  been 

"  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  transferred  to  the  general  go- 
the  several  states  thus  united  vemment ;  that  they  have  part- 
by  the  constitutional  compact,  in  ed  with  the  right  of  punishing 
forming  that  instrument,  and  in  treason,  through  their  respective 
creating  a  general  government  state  governments ;  and  that 
to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  they  have  not  the  right  of  judg- 
for  which  it  was  formed,  delega-  ing  in  the  last  resort,  as  to  the 
ted  to  that  government,  for  that  extent  of  powers  reserved,  and 
purpose,  certain  definite  powers,  of  consequence,  of  those  delega- 
te be  executed  jointly,  reserving,  ted ;  are  not  only  without  foun- 
at  the  same  time,  each  state  to  dation  in  truth,  but  are  contrary 
itself,  the  residuary  mass  of  pow-  to  the  most  certain  and  plain 
ers  to  be  exercised  by  its  own  historical  facts,  and  the  clearest 
separate  government ;  and  that  deductions  of  reason ;  and  that 
whenever  the  general  govern-  all  exercise  of  power  on  the  part 
ment  assumes  the  exercise  of  of  the  general  government,  or 
powers  not  delegated  by  the  any  of  its  departments,  deriving 
compact,  its  acts  are  unauthori-  authority  from  such  erroneous 
zed,  void,  and  of  no  effect ;  and  assumptions,  must,  of  necessity, 
that  the  said  government  is  not  be  unconstitutional ;  must  tend 
made  the  final  judge  of  the  pow-  directly  and  inevitably  to  subvert 
ers  delegated  to  it,  since  that  the  sovereignity  of  the  states ;  to 
would  make  its  discretion,  and  destroy  the  federal  character  of 
not  the  constitution,  the  measure  the  Union,  and  to  rear  on  its 
of  its  powers,  but  that,  as  in  all  ruins  a  consolidated  government, 
other  cases  of  compact  among    without  constitutional  check,  or 
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limitation,  and  which  must  ne- 
cessarily terminate  in  the  loss  of 
liberty  itself.'' 

As  these  resolutions  were  in- 
tended to  express  the  views  of 
the  nullifiers ;  with  the  intention 
of  setting  forth  those  of  the  ad- 
ministration, on  the  following  day, 
Mr.  Grundy  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  as  substitutes  for 
Aur.  Calhoun's. 

^  Resolved^  1.  That,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  cer- 
tain powers  are  delegated  to  the 
general  government,  and  those 
not  delegated  nor  prohibited  to 
the  states,  are  reserved  to  the 
states  respectively,  or  to  the 
people. 

"2.  That  one  of  the  powers  ex- 
pressly wanted  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  general  government, 
and  prohibited  to  the  states,  is 
that  of  layins  duties  on  imports. 

**  3.  That  the  power  to  lay  im- 
posts, is,  by  the  constitution, 
wholly  transferred  from  the  state 
authorities  to  the  general  go* 
vernment,  without  any  reserva- 
tion of  power  or  right  on  the  part 
of  the  states. 

"4.  That  the  tarifflaws  of  1828 
and  1832,  are  exercises  of  the 
constitutional  powers  possessed 
by  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  whatever  various  opin- 
ions may  exist  as  to  their  policy 
and  justice. 

^'5.  That  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  a  state  to  annul  an  act  of 
congress  passed  upon  any  sub- 
ject exclusively  confided  by  the 
constitution  to  congress,  is  an 
encroachment  on  the  rights  of 
the  general  government. 

^*  6.  That  attempts  to  obstruct 
or  prevent  the  execution  of  the 


several  acts  of  congress  impo* 
sing  duties  on  imports,  whett^r 
by  ordinances  of  conventions,  or 
legislative  enactments,  are  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution, 
and  are  dangerous  to  the  poUtical 
institutions  of  the  country." 

These  latter  resolutions  were 
not  deemed  by  a  portion  of  the 
senate,  fully  to  set  forth  the  cha- 
racter of  the  government,  and 
with  the  view  of  having  placed 
upon  record  his  opinions  upon 
that  point,  Mr.  Clayton,  on  tho 
25th,  proposed  a  resolution  set- 
ting  them  forth. 

Mr.  Clayton  remarked,  that  the 
amendments  of  Mr.  Grundy, 
while  they  declare  the  several 
acts  of  congress  laying  duties  on 
imports  to  be  constitutional,  and 
deny  the  power  of  a  single  state 
to  annul  them,  or  any  other  con- 
stitutional lawy  tacitly  yield  the 
whole  doctrine  of  nullification, 
by  the  implied  admission  that 
any  unconstitutional  law  may  bo 
judged  of  by  the  state  in  the  last 
resort,  and  annulled  by  the  same 
authority.  He  dissented  from 
this  doctrine — and  if  he  had 
rightly  considered  the  proposed 
amendments,  it  became  his  duty 
to  place  on  record  his  own  senti- 
ments, and  that  of  the  state  he 
in  part  represented,  on  this  most 
important  subject,  affirming  the 
just  powers  oi  this  government, 
and  repudiating  the  whole  doc- 
trine contended  for  and  asserted 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  gentle- 
men firom  South  Carolina.  Dif- 
fering on  this  subject,  as  he  for- 
merly had  in  debate  here,  from 
the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee, 
he  knew  no  middle  ground  on 
which  they  could  meet,  no  point 
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of  concession  to  which  he  should  under  the  constitution,  the  laws 

be  willing  to  go,  short  of  a  full  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties 

recognition  of  the  true  principles  made  under  their  authority ;  that 

ofthe  constitution,  as  asserted  in  resistance  to  the  laws  founded 

the  resolution  he  was  about  to  on  the  inherent  and  inalienable 

oflfer.     He  then  submitted  the  right  of  all  men  to  resist  oppres- 

foliowinff  resolution : —  sion,  is  in  its  nature  revolution- 

**  Resoivedf  That  the  power  to  ary,  and  extra-constitutional — 

amend  the  several  acts  of  con-  and    that,    entertaining    these 

gress   imposing  duties  on  im-  views,  the  senate  of  the  United 

ports,  or  any  other  law  of  the  States,  while  willing;  to  concede 

United  States,  when  assumed  by  every  thing  to  any  honest  difler- 

a  single  state,  is  **  incompatible  ence  of  opinion  which  can  be 

with  the  existence  of  the  Union,  vielded    consistently  with   the 

contradicted   expressly  by  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation, 

letter  of  the  constitution,  unau-  will  not  fail  in   the  faithful  dia- 

thorized  by  its  spirit,  inconsis-  charge  of  its  most  solemn  duty 

tent   with  every  principle    on  to  support  the  executive  in  the 

which   it  was  founded,  and  de-  just  administration  of  the  go- 

structive  of  the  great  object  for  vemment,  and  clothe  it  with  all 

which  it  was  formed ;  that  the  constitutional  power  necessary 

people  of  these  United  States  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the 

are,  for  the  purposes  enumerated  laws  and  the  preservation  of  the 

in  their  constitution,  one  people  Union." 

and  a  single  nation^  having  de-  Mr.  C.  then  gave  notice  that, 
legated  fiul  power  to  their  com-  whenever  the  gentleman  from 
mon  agents  to  preserve  and  de-  Tennessee  shomd  move  his  reso- 
fend  their  national  interests  for  lution,  by  way  of  amendment, 
the  purpose  of  attaining  the  great  the  above  would  be  moved  as  a 
end  of  all  government,  the  safety  substitute  for  a  part  of  the  pro- 
and  happiness  ofthe  governed;  posed  amendment, 
that  while  the  constitution  does  The  whole  subject  was  now 
provide  for  the  interest  and  before  congress,  and  the  state 
safety  of  all  the  states,  it  does  legislatures  being  generally  in 
not  secure  all  the  rights  of  inde-  session,  passed  resolutions  ex- 
pendent  sovereignty  to  any ;  pressing  their  opinions  as  to  the 
that  the  allegiance  of  the  people  course  which  that  body  ought  to 
is  rightfully  due  as  it  has  been  adopt. 

freely  given  to  the  general  go-  In  those  of  Massachusetts, 
vemment,  to  the  extent  of  all  Connecticut,  New- York,  Dela- 
the  sovereign  power  expressly  ware,  Missouri,  Tennessee,  In- 
ceded  to  that  government  by  the  diana,  the  doctrines  of  nullifica- 
constitution ;  that  the  supreme  tion  were  entirely  disclaimed, 
court  of  the  United  States  is  the  as  destructive  to  the  constitution. 

£  roper  and  onlv  tribunal  in  the  Those  of  North  Caroling  and 

Lst  resort  for  the  decision  of  all  Alabama  were  no  less  explicit 

cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  in  condemning  nullificationt  but 
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they  also  expressed  an  opinion, 
that  the  tariff  was  unconstitu- 
tional and  inexpedient 

The  state  of  Georgia,  also, 
reprobated  the  doctrine  of  nul- 
lification as  unconstitutional,  by 
a  vote  of  102  to  51,  but  it  de- 
nounced the  tariff  in  decided 
terms,  and  proposed  a  conven- 
tion of  the  states  of  Virginia,  N. 
Carolina,  S.  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Tennessee,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, to  devise  measures  to 
obtain  relief  from  that  system. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia 
assumed  a  still  more  extraordi- 
nary ground.  The  subject  was 
there  referred  to  a  committee  on 
the  federal  relations,  where  a 
general  discussion  was  had  on 
the  powers  of  the  government, 
too  tedious  to  be  recapitulated, 
and  finally,  resolutions  were 
passed,  earnestly  requestinff  of  S. 
Carolina  not  to  proceed  mrther 
under  the  ordinance  of  congress, 
to  reduce  the  import  duties  to  a 
revenue  standard,  and  delaring 
that  the  people  of  Virginia  ex- 
pect that  the  general  govern- 
ment and  the  government  of  S. 
Carolina  will  carefully  abstain 


from  all  acts  calculated  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country.** 

After  further  resolving  that 
they  adhere  to  the  principles  of 
the  resolutions  of  1798,  but  that 
they  do  not  consider  them  as 
sanctioning  the  proceedings  of 
South  Carolina,  or  the  principles 
of  the  president's  proclamation ; 
they  proceeded  to  appoint  Ben- 
jamin W.  Leigh,  as  a  commis- 
sioner oiuthe  part  of  the  state,  to 
proceed  to  South  Carolina,  to 
communicate  the  resolutions  of 
Virmnia,  and  to  express  their 
good  will  to  the  people  of  that 
state,  and  their  anxious  soUci- 
tude  for  an  accommodation  of 
the  difficulties  between  them  and 
the  general  government  The 
state  of  New-Hampshire  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  as  to  the  doc- 
trines of  South  Carolina,  but  the 
legislature  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  reducing  the  tariff  to 
the  revenue  standard. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  legisla- 
tures of  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
K.  Island,  N.  Jersey,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, declared  themselves  to 
be  opposed  to  any  modification 
of  the  tarifC 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Tariff. — Proceedings  in  House. — In  South  Carolina. — Enforcing 
BilL — Proceedings  in  Senate. — Mr.  Wilkins^  Speech, — Amend- 
ments. — Mr.  Clay  proposes  Compromise. — Discussion  on  do.-^ 
Discussion  on  Enforcing  Bill. — Mr.  Calhoun*s  Speech.-^^Mr, 
Webster^ s  Reply. --Mr.  ForsytKs  Amendments. — Mr.  BibVs  do» — 
Bill  passes  Senate. 


While  the  states  were  thus 
sustaining  their  respective  views 
and  interests,  congress  was  slow- 
ly proceeding  in  the  discussion 
of  the  questions  belonging  to  the 
subject 

In  the  house,  the  tariff  bill 
was  subjected  to  an  ordeal,  that 
threatened  to  prove  fatal  to  its 
passage  through  that  body.  The 
discussion  upon  its  general  prin- 
ciples, whicn  ocupied  the  house 
for  two  weeks  after  its  introduc- 
tion, was  resumed  from  time 
to  time  during  the  examination 
of  its  details  for  the  purpose 
of  amendment;  and  but  little 
prospect  appeared  of  bringing 
about  anv  satisfactory  termi- 
nation o{  this  long  disputed 
question.  Amendment  after 
amendment  was  introduced, 
each  producing  debate,  and  the 
session  seemed  drawing  to  a 
close,  without  any  proposition 
being  made,  that  was  calculated 
to  unite  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  the  house.  The  authorities  of 
7 


South  Carolina,  in  the  mean  time, 
did  not  relax  in  their  exertions 
to  increase  the  military  force  of 
the  state.  Munitions  were  pro- 
vided, depots  formed,  and  the 
militia  in  the  nullifying  districts 
were  called  upon  to  volunteer  in 
her  defence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  union 
party  were  equally  determined 
not  to  submit  to  the  nullifying 
ordinance  and  laws,  and  prepa- 
red themselves  with  equal  firm- 
ness and  zeal  to  sustain  the  fede- 
ral authorities.  A  spark  was 
sufficient  to  kindle  the  flame  of 
civil  w^ar,  but  fortunately  no  ac- 
cident occurred  to  bring  about  a 
collision.  The  revenue  laws, 
under  the  protection  of  the  forces 
of  the  federal  government,  were 
carried  into  effect  without  any 
opposition  by  violence. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  en- 
force the  laws  under  the  ordi- 
nance, and  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, at  a  meeting  of  the  leading 
nullifiers    at   Charleston,    afte 
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reiteratiDg  their  determinatioil  to 
maintain  their    principles,  and 
expressing  their  satisfaction  at 
the    proposition  to   modify  the 
tarifi,  it  was  resolved  that  during 
the  session  of  congress,  all  col- 
lision be  avoided,  between  the 
state  and  federal   authorities,  in 
the  hope  that  th§  controversy 
might  be  satisfactorily  adjustea. 
During  these  proceedings  iti 
South  Carolina,  the    enforcing 
bill,  or  the  bill  further  providing 
for  the  collection  of  duties,  was 
pressed  forward  to  a  vote.    The 
discussion  on  this  bill  was  com* 
menced  on  the  28th  of  January, 
by  Mr.  Wilkins,  (chairman  of 
the  judiciary  committee.)     Mr. 
Wilkins  said  that  the  bill  was 
founded  upon  a  message  from 
the  president,  communicated  on 
the  16th  inst.,  and  proposed  to 
sustain  the  constitutionality  of 
the  doctrines  laid  down  in  that 
paper.    In  the  outset  of  the  dis- 
cussion he  admitted  that  the  bill 
pointed  to  an  afflicting  state  of 
things  existing  in  a  southern  state 
of  the  Union.   So  far  from  being 
invidious,  however,  the  bill  was 
made  general  and  sweeping,  in 
its  terms  and  application,  for  the 
reason    that    this    course  was 
thought  to  be  more  delicate  in 
regard  to  the  state  concerned. 
TEe  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
made  ^netal,  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcmgf  every  where  the  col- 
lection iSws  of  the  Union. 

The  bill,  Mr.  W.  said,  pre* 
iBents  three  Very  important  and 
momentous  considerations:  Is 
there  any  thing  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  calling  for 
l^[iBlation  on  the  subject  of  the 


reveiiue  laws  T  Is  the  due  adroi* 
nistration  of  those  laws  threaten* 
ed  with  impediments  7  and  is 
this  bill  suited  to  such  an  emer* 
gency?  He  proposed  to  con- 
sider those  points. 

It  IS  time,  continued  Mr.  W^ 
that  the  principles  on  which  th« 
Union  depends,  were  discussed* 
It  is  time  that  Congress  express- 
ed ah  opinion  upon  them.  It  is 
time  that  the  people  should  bring 
their  judgment  to  bear  oo  lhi# 
sul^ct,  and  settle  it  for  even 

The  bill  is  of  great  import- 
ance, not  on  account  of  its  par** 
ticular  provisions,  but  of  ttieif 
application  to  a  rapidly  approach- 
ing crisis,  which  they  were  in- 
tended to  meet,  i'hat  crisin 
was  in  the  control  of  this  body^ 
not  of  any  branch  g(  the  goven^ 
ment.  He  would  now  present 
to  the  senate  a  view  of  the  post* 
tion  in  which  South  Carolina  had 
placed  herself,  in  order  to  justify 
the  committee  in  reporting  the 
bill  under  consideration^ 

The  excitement  raised  in  the 
state,  cave  to  the  partv  a  majori- 
ty in  me  legislature  of  the  state, 
and  a  convention  was  called^ 
under  the  provision  of  the  state 
constitution,  authorizing  its 
amendment.  The  convention 
met,  and  passed  what  is  called 
the  ordinance,  establishing  new 
and  fundamental  principles* 
Without  repeating  it,  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  senate  to 
some  few  of  its  provisions.  It 
overthrew  the  whole  revenue 
system^  It  was  not  limited  to 
the  acts  of  1828  or  1832,  but 
ended  with  a  solemn  declaration 
that,  in  that  state,  no  taxes  should 
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be  collected.  The  addresses  of  to  the  emplojrment  <^  [rfiysical 
the  convention  to  the  people  of  force,  by  the  citizens  of  South 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  Carolina,  against  the  cnforce- 
«tate  of  South  Carolina,  used  a  ment  of  the  revenue  laws.  Ai- 
tone  and  language  not  to  be  mis-  though  many  of  the  most  influ- 
understood.  They  tell  you  it  ential  citizens  of  Carolina  protest- 
is  necessary  for  some  one  state  ed  against  the  idea  that  any  but 
to  bring  the  question  to  issue —  moral  force  would  be  resorted 
that  Carolina  will  do  it — that  to,  yet  the  excitement  and  de- 
Caroiina  had  thrown  herself  into  termined  spirit  of  the  people 
the  breach,  and  would  stand  fore-  would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  speed- 
inost  in  resistance  to  the  laws  of  ily  to  the  employment  of  physi- 
the  Union,  and  they  solemnly  cal  force. 
call  upon  the  citizens  of  the  state  [Mr.  Calhoun :  It  is  not  intend* 
to  stand  by  the  principles  of  the  ed  to  use  any  force,  except 
ordinance,  for  it  is  determined  against  force.  We  shall  not  stop 
that  no  taxes  shall  be  collected  the  proceedings  of  the  United 
in  that  state.  The  ordinance  States  courts  ;  but  maintain  the 
•gives  the  legislature  the  power  authority  of  our  own  judiciary.] 
•to  caJnry  into  execution,  this  de-  Mr.  Wiikins :  How  can  the 
termination.  It  contains  within  ordinance  refer  to  any  laws  of 
itself  tio  seeds  of  dissoluticm: —  the  United  States,  when  they 
it  iA  unlimited  as  to  time  ;  con-  are  excluded  from  any  operation 
tains  no  restrictions  as  to  appU-  within  the  limits  of  the  state? 
cation;  provides  no  means  for  Why  do  the  laws  and  ordinandi 
its  amendment,  modification  or  ces  of  ^outh  Carolina  shut  out 
repeal.  In  their  private,  indi-  the  Utiited  States  courts  from 
vidual  capacity,  some  members  appellate  jurisdiction  7  Why  do 
of  the  convention  held  out  the  they  shut  the  doors  of  the  state 
idea,  which  had  Jbeen  advanced  courts  against  any  inquisition 
by  some  members  of  this  house,  from  the  United  States  courts  ? 
that  if  the  tariff  law  was  made  They  intend  that  there  shall  be 
less  oppressive,  the  ordinance  no  jurisdiction  over  this  subject, 
would  not  be  enforced.  except  through  their  own  courts, 

[Mr.  Poindexter  here  remark-  They  cut  off  the  federal  judiciary 

edt  that  he  said  that  any  new  from  all  authority  in  that  state, 

tariff  law,  even  if  more  oppres-  and  bring  back  the  state  of  things 

sive  than  the  law  of  1892,  were  which  existed  prior  to  the  for-* 

passed,  the  ordinance  would  not  mation  of  the  federal  constitution, 

apply  to  it.]  If  we  abolish    our    revenue 

If  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  system,  they  remain  quiet.   But 

are  considered,  continued  Mr,  if  we  go  a  hair's  breadth  towards 

W.,  there  is  no  possible  mode  of  enforcing  that  system,  they  pre- 

arresting  it ;  so  sure  as  time  rolls  sent  secession.    We  have  seces. 

en,  and  four  days  pass  over  our  sion  on  one  hand,  and  nuUificai- 

heads,  the  ordinance,  and   the  tion  on  the  other.     The  senator 

^ws  emanating  from  it,  will  lead  from  South  Carolina  adrnitte^l 
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the  oUier  day,  that  no  such  thing 
as  constitutional  secession  could 
exist.  Then  civil  war,  disunion, 
and  anarchy  must  accompany 
secession.  No  one  denies  the 
right  of  revolution.  That  is  a 
natural,  indefeasible,  inherent 
right — a  right  which  we  have 
exercised  and  held  out,  by  our 
example,  to  the  civilized  world. 
Who  denies  it  ?  Then  we  have 
revolution  by  force,  not  consti- 
tutional secession.  That  vio- 
lence must  come  by  secession, 
is  certain. 

Another  law  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  South  Caro- 
lina* is  entitled  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  the  people  of 
South  Carolina.  It  advises  them 
to  put  on  their  armour.  It  puts 
them  in  military  array  ;  and  for 
wnat  purpose  but  for  the  use  of 
force  f  The  provisions  of  these 
laws  are  infinitely  worse  than 
those  of  the  feudal  system,  so 
far  as  they  apply  to  the  citizens 
of  Carolina.  But  with  its  ope- 
rations on  their  own  citizens,  he 
had  nothing  to  do.  Resistance 
was  just  as  inevitable  as  the  ar- 
rival of  the  day  on  the  calendar. 
If  we  judge  by  newspaper  and 
other  reports,  more  men  were 
now  ready  to  take  up  arms  in 
Carolina,  than  there  were  during 
the  revolutionary  struggle.  The 
whole  state  was  at  this  moment 
in  arms,  and  its  citizens  are  ready 
to  be  embattled  the  moment  any 
attempt  was  made  to  enforce 
the  revenue  laws. 

Mr.  W.  then  passed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  provisions  in  the 
bill.  The  first  section  of  the  bill, 
he  said,  contains  provisions 
which  are  *  preventive  and 
peaceful. 


It  enjoins  forbearance  on  the 
executive,  and  gives  him  power 
to  remove  the  custom  house  to  a 
secure  place,  where  the  duties 
may  be  collected.  Our  object 
in  removing  the  custom  house, 
is  to  prevent  all  collision  if  pos- 
sible. The  power  given  in  this 
clause  is  not  new  ;  the  clause  is 
simply  declaratory  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  as  it  has  been  held  by 
our  courts  ;  for  it  has  been  de- 
cided, that  where  it  is  impossible 
to  collect  the  duties,  the  officers 
of  the  customs  may  remove  the 
custom  house. 

The  next  paragraph  provides 
for  the  cash  payment  of  duties, 
under  circumstances  which  ren- 
der  it  impossible  to  collect  the  du- 
ties in  the  ordinary  way.  Why 
should  the  practice  of  taking 
bonds  be  persisted  in,  when  they 
say  they  are  not  bound  to  pay 
the  bonds.  It  is  a  mockery  to 
take  bonds,  when  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  law  release  the  peo- 
ple bound,  from  the  obligation  of 
the  bonds.  Suits  must  be  brought 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
bonds,  and  the  authority  of  the 
state  and  federal  tribunals  would 
thereby  be  brought  into  conflict, 
which  conflict  the  bill  seeks  to 
avoid.  The  62d  section  of  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799, 
refuses  credit  to  merchants  who 
have  refused  to  pay  their  bonds. 
The  same  principle  is  applied 
to  the  present  case,  where  peo- 
ple are  combined  to  prevent  the 
payment  of  bonds. 

The  third  and  remaining  exi- 
gency provided  for  in  this  first 
section,  is  the  authority  to  em- 
ploy the  land  or  naval  forces,  or 
militia.  This  provision  is  en- 
tirely defensive.    It  merely  con- 
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firmfl  the  authority  for  the  pro-    dience  of  the  laws,  these  powers 
tection  of  the  custom  house  and   must  be  given,  and  no  where  can 
revenue  officers.     The   simple    they  be  couslitulionallv   lodged 
question    is,    do    you    require    but  in  the  president.     For  this 
obedience   to    the   laws?     The    provision  in  the   law,  there  is 
custom  house  officers  are  not   a  precedent  to  which  he  would 
sufficiently  numerous  to  enforce    refer.     The  act  of  the  0th  of 
obedience  to  the  laws:  pains,    January,    1809,   sec.     11 — 13, 
penalties,  indictments,  all  hang    to    enforce  the  embargo,   &c. 
over  the  head  of  that  man  who    The  2d  section  of  the  bfll  ex* 
is  bold  enough  to  exact  payment,    tends  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cir- 
The  legislature  forbids  the  en-    cuit  courts  in  revenue  cases.    It 
forcement  of  the  law ;  and  he    gives  the  right  to  sue,  in  these 
who  attempts  to  enforce  it,  must    courts,  for  any  injury  incurred 
sufier  the  penalty  of  the  law,  as    by  officers,  whilst  engaged  under 
surely  as  be  is  convicted  of  the    the  laws  of  congress,  in  the  col- 
oflfence.     The  marshal,  in  this    lection  of  duties  on  imports.     It 
stage  of  the  business,  cannot  in-    declares    that    property    taken 
terpose.     The  militia  cannot  be    under  the  authority  of  the  laws 
calted  out,  for  the  best  reason    of  the  United  States,  shall  be  ir- 
ia  the  world,  that  they  are  com-    repleviable,  and  only  subject  to 
mitted  in  support  of  the  other    the  order  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
side  of  the  question.  Now  what    of  the  U.  States ;  and  it  gives  the 
is  to  be  done  T     It  is  the  duty  of   penalty  for  the  rescue  of  the 
the  president  to  take  care  that    property,  as  is  prescribed  by  the 
the  laws  shall  be  executed.     He    act  of  SOth  of  April,  1790,  sec- 
is  invested  with  the  power  by    tion    22.      The    provisions    of 
the  constitution,  and  the  public    that    law     make    the    penalty 
hold    him    responsible    for    its    not  to  exceed  900  dollars,  and 
exercise.     You-  can    vest    the    imprisonment  for  three  months, 
power  nowhere  else.     The  first    This  section  has  two  objects  in 
section  of  the  second  article  of  view :    first,  it  gives  power  to 
the  constitution  invests  the  pre-    the  officers  to  sue  in  the  federal 
sident  with  the  ^'  executive  pow-    courts ;  and  second,  it  provides 
er,**  and  he  is  required  to  take    that  they  shall  not  be  disposses- 
an  oath  faithfully  to  execute  the    sed  of  property  seized  by  them, 
office,  and  preserve  the  constitu-    under  the  laws  of  the  general 
tion.     The  second  section  of  the    government,  without  the  autho- 
same  article  makes  him  the  com-    rity  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
mander-in-chief  of  the  army  and    States.     The  object  of  this  sec- 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and    tion  is  to  meet  legislation  by 
of  the  militia,  when  called  into    legislation, 
actual  service.    The  only  ques-        The  laws  of  South  Carolina, 
tion  is,  is  it  necessary  to  give    made  to  enforce  the  ordinance, 
these  means  to  enforce  the  laws  7    are  harsh  and  oppressive  beyond 
If  we  intend  to  enforce  the  obe-   any  of  the  feudal  laws.    Under 
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the  replevin  act  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  goods  are  first  seized ;  if 
they  are  not    given  up,  the  re- 
turn is  made,  and  a  capias  in  wi- 
themam  issues ;    there  is  then  a 
suit  to  recover  back  the  duties ; 
the  custom  house  officer  cannot 
remove  the  suit  to  any  other  court 
and  the  judges  and  jurors  who  are 
to  decide  the  case,  are  under  oath 
to  support  the  ordinance.     For 
this  misdemeanour,  the  federal 
officers  are  subjected  to  a  fine 
of  #500  and  two  years  imprison- 
ment    And  they  are  liable  to 
have    their  own  property,    to 
double  the  amount  of  the  goods 
seized,  taken,  and  carried  away. 
The  constitution  of  the  courts 
in  South  Carolina,  makes  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  the  revenue  ofli- 
cers  the  right  to  sue  in  the  fede^ 
ral  courts.     It  falls  under   the 
clause  of  the  constitution,  which 
gives  jurisdiction  to  the  United 
States  courts,  in  all  cases  arising 
under  the  constitution,  treaties, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
He   would  put  a  case  in  a  few 
words:    Suppose  the   collector 
of  the  port  of  South  Carolina  is 
prosecuted.     He  is  carried   to 
prison,  or  the  capias  in  wither^ 
nam  is  issued  against  him.     His 
property  is  carried  off  and  sold. 
The  case  comes  before  the  state 
court.    He  sets  forth  that,  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
he  was  obliged  to  do  his  duty. 
On  the  other  side,  it  is  said  that 
the  laws  of  the  United  States 
have  been  nullified,  and  the  state 
laws  have  taken  their  place.  Out 
of  this  issue  springs  a  case  pro- 
vided for  by  the  oill.     But  it  is 
objected  that  the  case  will  arise 
under  the  state  law.   But,  shape 


it  which  way  you  may,  the 
arises  out  of  the  laws  and  consti* 
tution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  judicial  power  extends  to  ail 
cases  in  law  and  equity.  It 
ought  to  be  so.  There  ought 
to  be  a  judicial  power  co-exten- 
sive with  the  power  of  legisla- 
tion, and  a  co-extensive  execu- 
tive power.  Without  this  co- 
extensive power,  legislation 
would  be  useless  in  a  free  go- 
vernment. Neither  domestic 
tranquillitv,  nor  uniformity  <rf 
rules  and  decisions,  can  be 
secured  without  it. 

It  may  be  said,  (continued 
Mr  W.)  that  in  this  way  you 
overturn  state  legislation,  and 
that  they  ought  to  give  their 
own  direction  to  state  contro- 
versies. So  they  may,  but  let 
them  not  come  in  collision  with 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union.  In  every  controversy, 
within  any  state,  arising  under 
a  state  law,  coming  in  collision 
with  the  constitution,  or  with  a 
law  of  the  United  States,  the 
federal  courts  have  appellate  ju- 
risdiction. If  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion be  given,  the  original  could 
not  be  desired.  All  the  residuum 
of  jurisdiction  remaining  after 
the  original  jurisdiction  given  in 
specified  cases,  to  the  supreme 
court,  might  be  exercised  in  any 
way  by  the  inferior  couits 
that  congress  might  direct 
These  observations  are  appli- 
cable to  the  third  section  or  the 
bill,  which  also  provides  for  the 
extension  of  federal  jurisdiction, 
by  allowing  the  party,  or  officer 
of  the  United  States  sued  in  the 
state's  court,  for  executing  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  to  remove  the 
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case  to  the  circuit  court  It  gives  ciple  involved  in  it.  It  only  au^ 
the  ri^t  to  remove  at  any  time  thorizes  the  courts  of  the  United 
hef&re  trial,  but  not  after  judg-  States  to  supply  the  want  of  a 
jonent  has  been  given,  and  thus  copy  of  the  record.  It  was  in^ 
affects  in  no  way  the  dignity  of  tended  to  obviate  the  dif&culty 
the  state  tribunals.  Whether  in  which  was  likely  to  arise  from 
criminal  or  in  civil  cases,  it  gives  the  novel  provision  contained  in 
this  right  of  rem'oval.  Has  con-  the  eighth  section  of  the  replevin 
gress  this  power  in  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina,  which 
cases  ?  He  would  answer  the  makes  it  penal  in  the  clerk  to 
question  in  the  affirmative.  Con-  furnish  such  record.  This  pro- 
gress has  the  power  to  give  this  vision  does  not  meddle  with  the 
right  in  criminal  as  well  as  in  penalty  of  the  clerk  of  the  state 
civil  cases,  because  the  second  court,  but  contents  itself  with 
section  of  the  third  article  of  the  providing  means  to  supply  the 
constitution  speaks  of  ^  all  cases  deficiency. 
in  law  and  equity,"  and  these  The  fifth  section  authorizes 
comprehensive  terms  cover  all.  the    employment    of    military 

The  clause  in  the  constitution  force  under  extraordinary  cir** 
to  which  he  had  adverted,  refers  cumstances,  too  powerful  to 
to  the  character  of  the  contro-  overcome  without  such  agency, 
versy,  without  regard  to  the  and  to  be  preceded  by  the  pro- 
parties,  or  the  particular  form  of  clamation  of  the  president. 
the  action.  The  object  of  the  The  first  precedent  which  he 
Buit,  and  not  the  ti*ibunal,  deter-  would  notice,  was  to  be  found  in 
mined  the  jurisdiction.  Was  it  the  act  of  May  2d,  1792,  repeal- 
to  try  the  validity  of  an  act  of  ed  by  the  act  of  February  28, 
congress?  That  question  de-  1795,  renewing  the  power  to  call 
termined  the  jurisdiction.  Was  forth  the  militia,  which  act  was 
it  to  try  any  indictment  for  trea-  still  in  force.  This  law  grew 
Bon  ?  That  question  determined  out  of  the  western  insurrection 
the  jurisdiction.  It  was  more  in  Pennsylvania.  Like  the  pre- 
necessary  that  this  jurisdiction  sent  bill,  although  it  was  merely 
should  be  extended  over  crimi-  intended  to  meet  that  exigency, 
nal  than  over  civil  cases.  If  it  it  was  so  framed  as  to  continue 
was  not  admitted  that  the  fede-  in  force.  So  the  bill  under  con- 
ral  judiciary  had  jurisdiction  sideration,  although  it  had  spe- 
over  criminal  cases,  then  was  cial  reference  to  South  Carolina, 
nullification  ratified  and  sealed  pointed  not  to  her  alone.  If  the 
forever:  for  a  state  would  have  opposition  to  the  laws  should 
nothing  more  to  do  than  to  de-  extend  itself,  and  the  spirit  of 
clare  an  act  a  felony,  or  a  mis-  disobedience  should  exhibit  itself, 
demeanour,  to  nullify  all  the  whether  in  thesouth  or  the  north, 
laws  of  the  Union.  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  would  be  equally  applicable.   It 

is     merely    matter   of    form,  is  an  amendment  of  our  code 

There  is  no  constitutional  prin-  of  laws,  to  which  the  attention 
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of  congrets  haa  now  been  called, 
aDd  which  is  rendered  imme- 
diately necessary,  by  the  pe- 
culiarity of  our  present  situation. 
The  second  precedent  to  which 
he  would  inTite  the  attention  of 
the  senate,  was  the  act  of  the 
third  of  March,  1807,  "to  sup- 
press insurrections  and  obstruc- 
tions to  the  laws,"  and  "  to  cause 
the  laws  to  be  duly  executed." 
That  act  authorized  the  presi- 
dent to  call  out  the  land  and 
naval  force  to  sui>pres!;  insur- 
rections, &c  These  were  the 
objects  for  which  then,  as  in  the 
present  bill,  this  extraordinary 
power  had  been  conferred, 

Another  precedent  would  be 
found  in  the  act  of  January  9, 
1809,  sec.  1 1 ,  to  enforce  the  em- 
bargo, and  which  gives  the  pow- 
er to  employ  the  land  and  naval 
forces,  in  general  terms,  to  assist 
the  custom  house  officers.  There 
was  at  that  moment  a  great  ex- 
citement, although  nothing  like 
the  solemn  position  in  which  S. 
Carolina  has  now  placed  herself. 
Yet  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
confer   on    the    president    this 


last  precedent  with  wliich  he 
should  trouble  the  senate.  It  ao 
happened  in  the  history  of  Penn- 
sylvania, that  that  state  took 
from  Virginia  a  strip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  Allegliany  and 
Ohio  rivers.  On  this  strip  of 
land,  where  Virginia  had  been 
accustomed  to  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion, for  which  she  had  ojMined 
the  titles,  and  where  she  had 
held  her  courts,  there  arose  an 
insurrection.  This  had  been 
called  the  western  insurrection, 


but  it  was  a  sIBgulur  &ct  llitt  it 
was  confined  to  this  narrow  itrip 
of  land  which  Pennsylvania  took 
from  Virginia.  The  president 
was  then  authorized  to  call  out 
the  militia  of  the  state,  because 
they  were  not  committed  against 
the  United  States,  but  were.wiU 
ling  to  obey  the  call.  Tbemut, 
to  whose  name  history  has  no 
parallel,  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  these  troops,  to  quell  the  in- 
surrection. All  power  was 
placed  in  his  hands,  by  the  act 
of  November  24,  1794^  and  the 
president  wasauthorized  to  place 
in  west  Pennsylvania,  a  corps  of 
2500  men  either  drafted  or  en- 
listed. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill 
had  reference  to  the  replevin  law 
of  South  Carolina,  and  was  jus- 
tified and  rendered  necessary  by 
the  twelfth  section  of  that  act, 
which  prohibited  any  person 
from  hiring  or  permitting  to  be 
used,  any  Duildrng  serving  as  a 
jail,  for  the  confinement  of  any 
persons  committed  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws,  under 
penalty  of  being  adjudged  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanour,  and  fined 
1000  dollars,  and  imprisoned  for 
ODG  year.  The  state  law,  there- 
fore, closes  all  the  jails  and 
buildings  of  S.  Carolina,  against 
prisoners  held  by  process  from 
the  United  States,  for  a  refusal 
to  yield  obedience  to  their  laws, 
it  was  necessary,  therefore,  that 
something  should  be  done.  The 
case  might  not  fully  be  met  by 
the  resofution  of  3d  March,  1791, 
and  this  section  merely  incorpo- 
rates that  provision,  without  the 
introduction  of  any  novel  prin- 
ciple. 
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The  leTenth  and  remaining  Mr.  Wilkins  was  replied  to  by 
section  of  the  bill  extends  the  Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  a  case  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
not  covered  by  existing  laws.  Dallas,  Clayton,  Holmes,  Fre- 
'these  laws  do  not  extend  to  linghuysen,  Moore,  and  Web- 
any  other  than  cases  of  confine-  ster,  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  by 
ment  under  the  authority  of  the  Messrs.  Miller,  Mangum,  Brown, 
United  States,  and  when  com-  Tyler,  and  Calhoun,  in  opposi- 
mitted  for  trial  before  the  United  tion  to  its  passage. 
States  courts,  or  where  persons  After  the  discussion  had  lasted 
are  required  to  testify.  Mr.  to  the  11th  of  February,  Mr. 
W*  referred  the  senate  to  Wilkins  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
the  14th  section  of  the  judi-  by  striking  out  the  words  "  un- 
ciary  act  The  present  section  lawful  threats,"  in  the  first  see- 
merely  extended  the  privileges  tion ;  to  limit  the  second  section  to 
of  that  act,  which  was  so  essen-  revenue  laws;  and  also  to  add  a 
tial  to  the  protection  of  the  liber-  new  section  to  the  bill,  provi- 
ties  of  our  citizens.  It  extended  ding  that  the  1st  and  5th  see- 
the act  to  cases  of  imprisonment  tions  of  the  act  shall  remain  in 
for  executing  the  laws  of  the  force  until  the  end  of  the  next 
United  States.  There  would  be  session  of congress,and  no  Ionfi;er. 
nothing  objectionable  in  this  sec-  Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to 
tion ;  it  came  in  conflict  with  no  strike  out  the  dd  section, 
code  of  law.  If  a  citizen  were  Mr.  Forsyth  was  aware,  he 
confined  under  the  provision  of  said,  that  there  was  a  precedent 
the  ordinance  of  the  24th  No-  for  the  provisions  of  this  section; 
vember,  1832,  he  could  have  no  but  he  objected  to  them  as  inju- 
remedy  under  the  laws  as  they  rious  and  unnecessarv  in  appli- 
now  exist  As  all  such  cases  cation  to  the  state  of  things  in 
arose  under  the  laws  of  the  state  South  Carolina.  If  Carolina 
of  South  Carolina,  this  section  persisted  in  her  course,  the  case 
only  extended  the  privileges  of  m  her  courts  must  go  on,  and 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  both  the  state  and  federal  courts 
meet  those  particular  cases  will  therefore  proceed,  ex  parte, 
which^  had  originated  in  the  pre-  No  cause  can  be  fairly  tried, 
sent  state  of  things.  when  both  of  the  parties  are  not 

He    had  now  attempted  to  heard.     Conflicting   judgments 

explain  the  reasons  which  had  will  be  rendered  by  the  courts 

induced  him  to  give  his  sanction  at  an  early  day,  one  to  be  en- 

to  the  bill.    He  should  only  say,  forced  by  the  marshal,  and  the 

in  addition  that  if  it  were  the  other   by  the  sheriff.    All  the 

pleasure  of  congress  to  enact  parties  will  beput  to  great  cost 

this  bill  into  a  law,  he  should  and  trouble.    The  jurisdiction  of 

most    fervently  pray   that   no  the   United  States  court   was 

occasion  might  aver  occur  to  sufiicientlv  well  secured  in  other 

require  a  resort  to  its  provisions,  respects  by  tlie  bill.     It  would 
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be  better,  he  thought,  for  the  of- 
ficer to  carry  the  cause,  first, 
to  the  highest  court  in  the  state, 
and  then  appeal  to  the  federal 
court,  if  he  do  not  obtain  justice. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  this  the 
most  important  provision  of 
the  whole  bill,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  federal  officers. 
After  the  case  had  been  decided 
in  the  courts  of  South  Carolina, 
there  could  [be  no  writ  of  error 
of  the  case  tried.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  get  any  thing  like 
a  fair  trisd  in  a  court  where  the 
jurors  are  sworn  to  support  the 
ordinance;  and  the  writ  of  error 
would  only  go  on  the  law  of  the 
case.  We  give  a  chance  to  the 
officer  to  defend  himself  where 
the  authority  of  the  law  was 
recognised.  If  the  judgments  of 
the  state  'court  conflicted  with 
those  of  the  fedei^l  court,  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  must  be  tried. 
There  was  a  stronger  reason 
now  in  favour  of  those  provi- 
sions, than  there  was  for  a 
stronger  law  than  this  which 
was  made  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  non-intercourse  and 
embargo  acts.  He  hoped  the 
senator  from  Georgia  would  re- 
consider the  motion. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  this  section 
was  indispensably  necessary, 
and  by  the  amendment  just 
adopted,  was  applied  to  the 
revenue  laws  only.  The  com- 
mittee thought  this  would  be  a 
less  offensive  mode  of  protect- 
ing the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, than  to  take  an  appeal 
from  the  solemn  judgment  of  the 
highest  state  tribunal,  which  last 
bourse  had  been  particularly  of- 
fensive to  some   states  of  the 


Union.  Thi  only  question  was, 
whether  it  would  be  better  to 
risk  a  collision  between  the  fede- 
ral and  state  courts,  or  leave  the 
officers  at  the  mercy  of  the  state 
tribunals,  framed  as  they  are. 
If  the  state  resisted  the  judgment 
of  the  federal  courts,  unpleasant 
consequences  must  result;  but 
if  the  state  courts  are  so  organi- 
zed that  an  impartial  jury  trial 
is  out  of  the  Question,  he  saw  no 
propriety  in  leaving  the  officers 
whom  we  employ,  at  their  mer- 
cy. An  appeal  after  a  decision  by 
a  state  court  would  be  ineffect- 
ual. Even  to  ask  leave  to  appeal 
is  an  oftence  punishable  by  fine 
and  imprisonment.  Rather  than 
expose  a  party  to  this  penalty, 
or  to  an  unlimited  pumshment 
for  contempt  of  court,  he  would 
run  the  risk  of  a  conflict  of  juris- 
diction. 

The  senate  adjourned  without 
taking  the  question  upon  this 
amendment,  until  the  next  day, 
when  it  was  rejected :  ayes  5, 
nays  28. 

This  motion  by  Mr.  Forsyth 
indicated  a  difllerence  of  opinion 
among  the  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration, as  to  the  measures 
to  be  adopted  to  enforce  the 
revenue  system.  The  doctrines 
of  South  Carolina  so  nearly  re- 
sembled those  of  Virginia  and 
Georgia,  that  there  was  much 
difficulty  in  reconciling  the  con- 
demnation of  the  former,  with 
an  adherence  to  the  latter. 

The  administration  party 
in  the  house  had  shown  itself 
utterly  incapable  of  devising 
a  tarifi*  likely  to  be  accepted 
by  a  majority  of  that  body,  and 
the  session  was  rapidly  passing, 
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without  any  prospect  of  realizing  hom   plates    for    lanthoms  or 

the  hope  of  a  satisfactory  settle-  horns,  other  horns  and  tips,  india 

ment  of  the  question.  rubber,  unmanufactured  ivory. 

This  hope,  however,  was  des-  juniper  berries,  musk,  nuts  of  all 

tined  to  be  at  last  realized.  On  the  kinds,  oil  of  juniper,  unmanulac- 

12th  of  Feb.,  Mr.  Clay,  pursuant  tured  rattans  and  reeds,  tortoise- 

to  notice,  introduced  a  bill  which  shell,  tinfoil,  shellac,  vegetables 

had  been  prepared  after  much  used  principally  in  dying  and  in 

consultation,  for  the  permanent  composing  dyes,  weld,  and  all 

adjustment  of  the  tariff.     This  other  articles  emploved  chiefly 

bin    proposed  that  where  the  for  dying,  except  .oichromate  of 

duties  exceeded  20   per  cent.,  potash,  prussiate  of  potash,  chro- 

there  should  be  one  tenth  part  of  mate  of  potash,  and  nitrate  of 

such  excess  deducted,  after  Sep-  lead,  acquafortis,   and   tartaric 

tember  30,  1835,  and  one  tenth  acids,  and  all  other  dying  drt^, 

each  alternate  year,  until  1841,  and    materials    for    composing 

when  one  half  of  the  excess  was  dyes. 

to  be  taken  off,  and  in  1842  the        The  bill  also  provided,  that 

other  half.    After  the  30th  Sep-  the  duties  might  be  increased  in 

tember,  1842,  consequently,  the  case  of  a  war  with  a  foreign 

duties  on  all  goods  were  to  be  power* 

reducedtoSO  per  cent,  and  were        In  introducing   thi«bill,iMr. 

to  be  paid  in  cash.  Clay    said,   in   presenting    the 

This  bill  further  provided,  that  modification  of  (the  tariff  laws 
the  duty  on  plains,  kerseys,  or  which  I  am  now  about  to  submit, 
Kendall  cottons,  should  be  50  per  I  have  only  two  gre^t  objects  in 
cent,  ad  vsUorcm,  instead  of  five  view.  My  first  object  looks  to 
per  cent. ;  and,  also,  that  linens,  the  tariff.  I  am  compelled  to 
silk  manufactures  coming  from  express  the  opinion,  formed  after 
this  side  of  the  Cape  or  Good  the  most  deliberate  reflection, 
Hope,  worsted  stuff  goods,  and  on  full  survey  of  the  whole 
shawls,  and  other  manufectures  country,  that  whether  rightftilly 
of  silk  and  worsted,  should  be  or  wrongfully,  the  tariff  stands 
admitted  free  of  duty  until  Sep-  in  imminent  danger.  If  it  should 
tember  30, 1842,  and  that  after  even  be  preserved  during  this 
that  day,  the  following  articles  session,  it  must  fall  at  the  next, 
should  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  By  what  circumstances, 
to  wit,  unmanufactured  cotton,  and  through  what  causes,  has 
indigo,  quicksilver,  opium,  tin  in  arisen  the  necessity  for  this 
plates  and  sheets,  gum  arabic,  change  in  the  policy  oi  our 
gum  Senegal,  lac  dye,  madder,  country,  I  will  not  pretend  now 
madder-root,  nuts  and  berries  to  elucidate.  Others  there  are, 
used  in  dying,  saffron,  tumaric,  who  mav  difl[er  from  the  impres- 
woad  or  pastel,  aloes,  ambergris,  sions  which  my  mind  has  re- 
.  burgundy  pitch,  cochineal,  cha-  ceived  on  this  point.  Owing, 
momile  flowers,  coriander  seed,  however,  to  a  variety  of  con- 
catsup,   chalk,  coculus  indicus,  current  causes,  the  tariff,  as  it 
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now  existSi  is  in  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  if  the  fystem  can  be 
preserved  beyond  the  next  ses- 
sion, it  must  be  by  some  means 
not  now  within  the  reach  of 
human  sagacity.  The  fall  of 
that  policy,  sir,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  calami- 
tous indeed.  When  I  look  to 
the  variety  of  interests  which 
are  involved,  to  the  number  of  in- 
dividuals interested,  the  amount 
of  capital  invested,  the  value  of 
the  buildings  erected,  and  the 
whole  arrangement  of  the  busi- 
ness for  the  prosecution  of  the 
various  branches  of  the  manu- 
facturing art,  which  have  sprung 
up  under  the  fostering  care  of 
this  government,  I  cannot  con- 
template any  evil  equal  to  the 
sudden  overthrow  of  all  those 
interests.  History  can  produce 
no  parallel  to  the  extent  of  the 
mischief  which  would  be  pro- 
duced by  such  a  disaster.  The 
repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantes 
itself  was  nothing  in  comparison 
with  it.  That  condemned  to 
exile  and  brought  to  ruin  a  great 
number  of  persons.  The  most 
respectable  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  France  was  condemned 
to  exile  and  ruin  by  that  mea- 
sure. But  in  my  opinion,  sir, 
the  sudden  repeal  of  the  tariff 
policy  would  bring  ruin  and  de- 
struction on  the  whole  people  of 
this  country.  There  is  no  evil, 
in  my  opinion,  equal  to  the  con- 
sequences which  would  result 
from  such  a  catastrophe. 

What,  sir,  are  the  complaints 
which  unhappily  divide  the  peo- 
ple of  this  great  country  ?  On  the 
one  hand,  it  is  said  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tariff,  that  it 


unjustly  taxes  a  portion  of  the 
people  and  paralyzes  their  in- 
dustry ;  that  it  is  to  be  a  per- 
petual operation ;  that  there  is 
to  be  no  end  to  the  system ; 
which,  right  or  wrong,  is  to  be 
urged  to  their  inevitable  ruin. 
And  what  is  the  just  complaint, 
on  the  other  hand,  of  those  who 
support  the  tariff?  It  is,  that 
the  policy  of  the  government  is 
vascillating  and  uncertain,  and 
that  there  is  no  stability  in  our 
legislation.  Before  one  set  of 
books  are  fairly  opened,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  close  them, 
and  to  open  a  new  set.  Before 
a  law  can  be  tested  by  experi- 
ment, another  is  passed.  Before 
the  present  law  has  gone  into 
operation :  before  it  is  yet  nine 
months  old,  passed  as  it  was, 
under  circumstances  of  extraor- 
dinary deliberation,  the  fruit  of 
nine  months'  labour :  before  we 
know  any  thing  of  its  experimen- 
tal effects,  and  even  before  it 
commences  its  operations,  we 
are  required  to  repeal  it  On 
one  side,  we  are  urged  to  repeal 
a  system  which  is  fraught  with 
ruin :  on  the  other  side,  tlie  check 
now  imposed  on  enterprise,  and 
the  state  of  >  alarm  in  which  the 
public  mind  has  been  thrown, 
renders  all  prudent  men  desirous, 
looking  ahead  a  little  way,  to 
adopt  a  state  of  things,  on  the 
stability  of  which  they  may  have 
reason  to  count.  Such  is  the 
state  of  feeling  on  the  one  side 
and  on  the  other.  I  am  anxious 
to  find  out  some  principle  of  mu- 
tual accommodation,  to  satisfy, 
as  far  as  practicable,  both  par- 
ties— to  increase  the  stability  of 
our  legislation ;  and  at  some  dis- 
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lant  day— ^bot  not  too  distant,  various  iUostrations   how  they 
when  we  take  into  view   the  would  operate, 
magnitude  of  the  interests  which  Mr.  C  then  proceeded  to  read 
are  involved — ^to  bring  down  the  and  comment  upon  the  second 
rate  of  duties  to  that  revenue  section  of  the  bill.     It  would  be 
standard  for  which  our  oppo-  recollected,  he  said,  that  at  the 
nenta  have  so  long  contended,  last  session  of  congress,  with  the 
The  basis  on  which  I  wish  to  view  to  make  a  concession  to 
found  this  modification,  is  one  of  the    southern    section    of   the 
time;  and  the  several  parts  of  the  country,  low  priced  woollens, 
bill  to  which  I  am  about  to  call  those  supposed  to  enter  into  the 
the  attention  of  the  senate,  are  consumption  of  slaves  and  the 
founded  on  this  basis.  I  propose  poorer  classes  of  persons,  were 
to  give  protection  to  our  manu-  taken  out  of  the  general  class  of 
factured  articles,  adequate  pro-  duties  on  woollens,  and  the  duty 
tection,  for  a  length    of  time,  on   them  reduced  to  five    per 
which,  compared  with  the  length  cent.  It  would  be  also  recoUect- 
of  human  life,  is  very  long,  but  ed,  that  at  that  time  the  gentle- 
which  is  short,  in  proportion  to  men  firom  the  south  had  said  that 
Che  legitimate  discretion  of  every  this  concession  was  of  no  conse- 
"^se  and  parental  system  of  go-  quence,  and  that  they  did  not 
vemment — securing  the  stabili-  care  for  it,  and  he  believed  that 
ty  of  legislation,  and  allowing  they  did  not  now  consider  it  of 
tune  for  a  gradual  reduction,  on  any  greater   importance.    As, 
one  side ;  and  on  the  other,  pro-  therefore,  it  had  failed  of  the  pur- 
posing to  reduce  the  duties  to  pose  for  which  it  was  taken  out 
that  revenue  standard  for  which  of  the  common  class,  he  thought 
the  opponents  of  the  system  have  it  ought  to   be  brought   back 
so  long  contended.     I  will  now  again,  and  placed  by  the  side  of 
proceed  to  lay  the  provisions  of  the  odier  descriptions  of  wool- 
this  bill  before  the  senate,  with  a  lens,  and  made  subject  to  the 
view  to  draw  their  attention  to  same  reduction  of  duty  as  pro- 
the  true  character  of  the  bill.  posed  by  this  section. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  read  Having  next  read  through  the 

the  first  section  of  the  bill.    Ac-  third  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  C. 

cording  to  this  section,  he  said,  said  that,  after  the  expiration  of 

it  would  be  perceived  that  it  a  term  of  years,  this  section  laid 

was  proposed  to  come  down  to  down  a  rule  bv  which  the  duties 

the  revenue  standard  at  the  end  were  to  be  reduced  to  a  revenue 

of  little  more  than  nine  years  and  standard  which  has  been  so  long 

a  half^  giving  a  protection  to  our  and  so  earnestly  contended  for. 

own    manuiactures,   which   he  Until  otherwise  directed,  and  in 

hoped  would  be  adequate,  during  default  of  provision  being  made 

the  intermediate  time.    Mr.  C.  for  the  wants  of  the  government 

recapitulated  the  provisions  of  in  1842,  a  rule  was  thus  provi- 

the   section,   and    showed   by  ded  for  the  rate  of  duties  there- 
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after,  congresf  being  in  tbe  meao 
timo  autSortzed  to  adopt  any 
other  rule  which  tbe  exigencies 
of  the  country,  or  its  financial 
ctmditioo,  mi^t  require.  That 
is  to  say,  if,  instead  of  tbe  duty 
of  30  per  eent  proposed,  15  or 
17  per  cent,  of  duty  was  suf&< 
cicnt,  or  25  per  cent,  should  be 
found  necessary,  to  produce  a 
revenue  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  an  economical  administration 
of  the  government,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  either  of 
those  rates,  or  any  other,  from 
being  fixed  upon;  whilst  the  rate 
of  30  per  cent,  was  introduced 
to  guard  against  any  failure  w 
the  part  of  congress  to  make  the 
requisite  provision  in  due  season. 

This  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  a 
said,  contained,  also,  another 
clause,  suggested  by  that  spirit 
of  harmony  and  conciliation 
which  he  prayed  might  preside 
over  the  councils  of  tbe  union  at 
this  trying  moment.  It  provi- 
ded (what  those  persons  who  are 
engaged  in  manu&ctures  have 
so  long  anxiously  required  for 
their  security)  that  duties  shall 
be  link!  in  ready  money — and 
w':  sli:>I!  iliuB  get  rid  of  the  whole 
of  that  credit  system,  into  which 
an  inroad  was  mode,  in  regard 
to  woollens,  ^  the  act  of  the 
last  session.  This  section  fiir- 
iher  contained  a  proviso  that 
nothing  in  any  part  of  this  act 
should  be  construed  to  interfere 
with  tlic  freest  exercise  of  the 
power  of  congress  to  lay  any 
iiinonnt  of  duties,  in  the  event  of 
WOT  ljri:akiiig  out  between  this 
country  and  any  foreign  power, 

Mr.  C.  having  then  read  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill,  said 


that  CHie  of  the  considerations 
strongly  urged  for  a  reduction  of 
the  tanlTat  this  time  was,  that 
the  government  was  likely  to  be 
placed  in  a  dilemma  by  having 
an  overflowing  revenue;  ana 
this  apprehension  was  the  ground 
of  on  attempt  totally  to  change 
tbe  protective  policy  of  the 
country.  The  section  which  be 
had  read,  Hr.  C.  said,  was  an 
effort  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
by  relieving  altogether  from  duty 
a  portion  of  the  articles  of  im- 
port now  subject  to  iu  SCTne  of 
these,  be  said,  would,  under  tbe 
present  rate  of  duty  upon  them, 
produce  a  considerable  revenue ; 
the  article  of  silks  alone  would 
probably  yield  half  a  million  of 
dollars  per  annum.  If  it  were 
possible  to  pacify  present  dissen- 
sions, and  let  things  take  their 
course,  be  believed  that  no  diffi- 
culty need  be  apprehended.  If; 
said  he,  the  bill  which  this  body 
passed  at  the  lastsession  of  con- 
gress, and  has  again  passed  at 
this  session,  shall  pass  the  other 
house,  and  become  a  law,  and 
the  gradual  reduction  of  duties 
shomd  take  place  which  is  con- 
templated by  tbe  first  section  of 
this  t>ill,  we  shall  have  settled 
two  (^  not  three)  of  the  great 
questions  which  have  agitated 
this  country,  that  of  the  tariff,  of 
the  public  lands,  and,  I  will  add, 
of  mtenial  improvement  also. 
For,  if  there  should  still  be  a  sur-  . 

Elus  revenue,  that  surplus  mi^t 
e  applied,  until  tbe  year  1643, 
to  the  completion  of  the  works 
of  internal  improvement  already 
commenced;  and,  after  1842, a 
reliance  for  all  fiinds  for  purposes 
ofintemal  improvement  snould 
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be  placed  upon  the  operation  of  for  we  are  instructed  by  all  ex- 

the  land  biA,  to  which  he  had  perience  that  the  consumption  of 

already  referred.  any  article  is  in  proportion  to 

It  was  not  his  object,  Mr.  C.  the  reduction  of  its  price,  and 

saidy  in  referring  to  that  measure  that  in  general  it  may  be  taken 

in  connexion  with  that  which  he  as  a  rule,  that  the  duty  upon  an 

was  about  to  propose,  to  consider  article  forms  a  portion  of  its 

them  as  united  in  their  fate,  being  price.    Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 

desirous,  partial  as  he  might  be  mean  to  impute  any  improper 

to  both,  that  each  should  stand  or  design  to  any  one ;  but,  if  it  had 

&II  upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  been  so  intended,  no  scheme  for 

If  this  section  of  the  bill,  adding  getting  rid  of  the  tariff  could 

to  tfaMS  number  of  free  articles,  nave  been  more  artfully  devised 

should  become  law,  along  with  to  efiect  its  purposes,  than  that 

the  reduction  of  duties  proposed  which  thus  calculated  the  reve- 

by  die  first  section  of  tne  Dill,  it  nue,.  and  in  addition,  assumed 

was  by  no  means  sure  that  we  that  the  expenditure  of  the  go- 

diould  have  any  surplus  reve-  vemment  every  year  would  be 

nue  at  all.    He  had  oeen  asto-  so  much,  &c.    Could  any  one 

nished  indeed  at  the  process  of  here  say  what  the  future  expen- 

reasoning  by  which  the  secre-  diture  of  the  government  would 

tary  of  the  treasurv  had  arrived  be?    In  this  young,  great,  and 

at  the  conclusion  that  we  should  growing  community,  can  we  say 

have  a  surplus  revenue  at  all ;  what  will  be  the  expenditure  of 

though  he  admitted  that  such  a  the   government  even  a  year 

conclusion  could  be  arrived  at  in  hence,  much  less  what  it  will  be, 

no  other  way.    But   what  was  three,   or  four,  or   five    years 

this  process  i    Duties  of  a  cer-  hence?     Yet  it  had  been  estima- 

tain  rate  now  exist :  the  amount  ted,  on  assumed  amounts,  found- 

which  they  produce  is  known :  ed  on  such  uncertain  data,  both 

the  secretary,  proposing  a  re-  of  income  and  expenditure,  that 

duction  of  the  rate  of  duty,  sup-  the  revenue  might  be  reduced  so 

poses  that  the  duties  will  be  re-  many  millions  a  year ! 

duced  in  propK)rtion  to  the  amount  Mr.  C.  asked  pardon  for  this 

of  the  reduction  of  duty.    Now,  digression,  and  returned  to  the 

Mr.  C.  said,  no  calculation  could  examination  of  articles  in  the 

be  more    uncertain  than  that,  fourth  section,  which  were  pro- 

Though,  perhaps,  the  best  that  posed  to  be  left  free  of  duty. 

the  secretary  could  have  made,  The  duties  on  these  articles,  he 

it  was  still  all  uncertainty;  de-  said^  now  varied  from  5  to  10 

pendent  upon   the  winds    and  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  but  low 

waves,  on  the  mutations  of  trade,  as    they  were,  the    aggregate 

and  on  the  course  of  commer-  amount  of  revenue  whicn  they 

cial  operations.     If  there   was  produced  was  considerable.  By 

any  truth  in  political  economy,  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  the 

it  could  not  oe  that  the  result  duties  on  French  silks  was  fixed 

would  agree  with  the  prediction;  at  five  per  cent.,  and  that  on 
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CUneae  silks  at  ten  per  cent,  ad 
▼alarem.  By  the  bill  now  pro- 
poaedy  the  duty  on  French  silks 
was  proposed  to  be  repealed, 
leairing  the  other  untouched.  He 
would  frankly  state  why  he  made 
this  distinction.  It  had  been  a 
subject  of  anxious  desire  with 
him  to  see  our  commerce  with 
France  increased.  France, 
tbouffh  not  so  large  a  customer 
in  me  great  staples  of  our 
country  as  Great  Britain,  was  a 

Ssat  growing  customer.  He 
d  been  much  struck  with  a 
fieict  going  to  prove  this,  which 
aecidentaliy  came  to  his  know- 
leege  the  other  day ;  which  was 
that  within  the  short  period  of 
fourteen  years,  the  amount  of 
consumption  in  France  of  the 

Seat  southern  staple  of  cotton 
d  been  tripled.  Again,  it  was 
understood  that  the  French  silks 
of  the  lower  grades  of  quality 
could  not  sustain  a  competition 
with  the  Chinese  without  some 
discrimination  of  this  sort.  He 
had  understood,  also,  that  the 
duty  imposed  upon  this  article 
at  the  last  session  had  been  very 
much  complained  of  on  the  part 
of  France ;  and,  considering  all 
the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  relations  between  the 
two  governments,  it  appeared  to 
him  desirable  to  make  this  dis- 
crimination in  favour  of  the 
French  product.  If  the  senate 
should  think  difierently,  he 
should  be  content.  If,  indeed, 
they  should  think  proper  to 
strike  out  this  section  altogether, 
he  should  cheerfully  submit  to 
their  decision. 

After    reading  the  fifth  and 
sixth  sections : 


Mr.  Clay  said,  he  would  now 
take  a  view  of  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  would  be  made 
to  the  bill.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  act  was  prospective,  that  it 
bound  our  successors,  and  that 
we  had  no  power  thus  to  bind 
them.  It  was  true,  that  the  act 
was  prospective,  and  so  was 
almost  every  act  which  we  ever 
passed,  but  we  could  repeal  it 
the  next  day.  It  was  the  esta< 
blished  usage  to  give  all  acts  a 
prospective  operation.  In  every 
tariff  law,  there  were  some  pro- 
visions which  go  into  operation 
immediately,  and  others,  at  a 
future  time.  Each  congress  le- 
gislated according  to  their  own 
views  of  propriety;  their  acts 
did  not  bind  their  successors,  but 
created  a  species  of  public  faith 
which  would  not  rashly  be 
broken.  But,  if  this  bill  should 
go  into  operation,  as  he  hoped 
even  against  hope,  that  it  might, 
he  had  not  a  doubt  that  it  would 
be  adhered  to  by  all  parties. 
There  was  but  one  contingency 
which  would  render  a  change 
necessary,  and  that  was  the  in- 
tervention of  a  war,  which  was 
Erovided  for  in  the  bill.  The 
ands  of  congress  were  left  un- 
tied in  this  event,  and  they  would 
be  at  liberty  to  resort  to  any 
mode  of  taxation  which  they 
might  propose.  But,  if  we  sup- 
pose peace  to  continue,  there 
would  be  no  motive  for  disturb- 
ing the  arrangement,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  every  motive  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  In  the  next  place, 
it  will  be  objected  to  the  bill,  by 
tlK3  friends  of  the  protective 
policy,  of  whom  he  held  himself 
to  be  one,  for  his  mind  waf  im- 
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mutably  fixed  in  favour  of  that  ly  formed  the  basis  of  the  act 
pcScy,  that  it  abandoned  the  which  finally  passed  both  houses, 
power  of  protection.  Bot,  he  This  was,  to  raise  as  much  reve- 
contended,  in  the  first  place,  that  nue  as  was  wanted  for  the  use 
a  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  of  the  government,  and  no  more, 
the  power  was  not  an  abandon-  but  to  raise  it  firom  the  protect- 
ment  of  it ;  for  the  power  was  ed  and  not  from  the  unprotected 
in  tfie  constitution  according  to  articles.  He  would  say  that  he 
our  theory — ^was  put  there  by  regretted  most  deeply  that  the 
itsframers,  and  could  only  be  greater  part  of  the  country 
disfodged  by  the  people.  After  would  not  suflfer  this  principle  to 
the  year  1842,  the  bill  provided  prevail.  It  ought  to  prevail — 
that  the  power  should  be  exer-  and  the  day,  in  his  opinion, 
cised  in  a  certain  mode.  There  would  come  when  it  would  be 
were  four  modes  by  which  the  adopted  as  the  permanent  policy 
industry  of  the  country  could  be  of  the  country.  Shall  we  legis- 
protected :  late  for  our  own  wants  or  that 
First,  the  absolute  prohibition  of  a  foreign  country?  To  pro- 
of rival  foreign  articles.  That  was  tect  our  own  interests  in  oppo- 
totally  unattempted  by  the  bill :  sition  to  foreim  legislation  was 
but  it  was  competent  to  the  wis-  the  basis  of  this  system.  The 
dom  of  the  government  to  exert  fourth  mode  in  which  protection 
the  power  whenever  they  wish-  could  be  afforded  to  domestic  in- 
ed.  Second,  the  imposition  of  dustry  was  to  admit  fi:^e  of  duty 
dutieti  in  such  a  manner  as  to  every  article  which  aided  the 
have  no  reference  to  any  object  operations  of  the  manufacturers. 
but  revenue.  When  we  had  a  These  were  the  four  modes  for 
lar^  public  debt  in  1816,  the  protecting  our  industry;  and  to 
duties  yielded  37  millions  and  those  who  say  that  the  bill 
paid  so  much  more  of  the  debt,  abandons  the  power  of  protec- 
and  subsequently  they  yielded  tion,  he  would  reply  that  it  did 
but  eight  or  ten  millions,  and  not  touch  that  power ;  and  that 
paid  so  much  less  of  the  debt,  the  fourth  mode,  so  far  from 
Sometimes  we  had  to  trench  on  being  abandoned,  is  extended 
the  sinking  fund.  Now  we  have  and  upheld  by  the  bill.  The  most 
no  public  debt  to  absorb  the  sur-  that  can  be  objected  to  the  bill 
plus  revenue,  and  no  motive  for  by  those  with  whom  he  had  co- 
continuing  the  duties.  No  man  operated  to  support  the  protect- 
can  look  at  the  condition  of  the  ive  system,  was  that,  in  consider- 
country  and  say  that  we  can  ation  of  nine  and  a  half  years  of 
carry  on  this  system,  with  accu-  peace,  certainty  and  stability, 
mulating  revenue,  and  no  prac-  the  manufacturers  relinquished 
ticable  way  of  expending  it  some  advantages  which  they 
The  third  mode  was  attempted  now  enjoyed.  What  was  the 
last  session,  in  a  resolution  wnich  principle  which  had  always  been 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit  last  contended  for  in  this  and  in  the 
year,  and  which  in  fact  ultimate-  other  house  ?  That,  after  the 
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accumulation  of  capital  and  skill, 
the  manafacturers  would  stand 
alone  unaided  by  the  govern- 
ment, in  competition  with  the 
imported  articles  from  any  quar- 
ter. Now  give  us  time ;  cease 
alt  fluctuations  and  agitations, 
for  nine  years,  and  the  manufac- 
tures, in  every  branch,  will  sus- 
tain themselves  against  foreign 
competition.  If  we  can  see  our 
way  clearly  for  nine  years  to 
come,  we  can  safely  leave  to 
posterity  to  provide  for  the  rest. 
If  the  tariff  be  overthrown,  as 
may  be  its  fate  next  session,  the 
country  will  be  plunged  into  ex- 
treme distress  and  agitation.  I, 
said  Mr.  Clay,  want  harmony. 
I  wish  to  see  the  restoration  of 
those  ties  which  have  carried  us 
triumphantly  through  two  wars. 
I  delight  not  in  tms  perpetual 
turmoil.  Let  us  have  peace, 
and  become  once  more  united  as 
a  band  of  brothers. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  farm- 
ing interest  cannot  subsist  under 
a  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
duty.  His  reply  was, "  suiSicient 
for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 
He  would  leave  it  to  the  day 
when  the  reduction  took  eflfect, 
to  settle  the  question.  When 
the  reduction  takes  place,  and 
the  farmer  cannot  live  under  it, 
what  will  he  do?  I  will  tell  you, 
said  Mr.  Clay,  what  he  ought  to 
do.  He  ought  to  try  it — make 
a  fair  experiment  of*^  it — and  if 
he  cannot  live  under  it,  let  him 
come  here  and  say  that  he  is  bank- 
rupt, and  ruined.  If  then  nothing 
can  be  done  to  relieve  him — sir,l 
will  not  pronounce  the  words, 
for  I  will  oelieve  that  something 
will  be  done,  and  that  relief  will  be 


afforded  without  hazardiiu^  the 
peace  and  integrity  of  the  Union. 
This  confederacy  is  an  excellent 
contrivance,  but  it  must  be 
managed  with  delicacy  and  skill. 
There  were  an  infinite  variety 
of  prejudices  and  local  interests 
to  oe  regarded ;  but  they  should 
all  be  made  to  yield  to  the  Union. 

If  the  system  proposed  cannot 
be  continued,  let  us  tiy  some  in- 
termediate system,  before  we 
think  of  any  other  dreadful  alter- 
native. Sir,  it  will  be  said,  on 
the  other  hand — for  the  objec- 
tions are  made  by  the  friends  of 
protection  principally — that  the 
time  is  too  lon^;  that  the  inter- 
mediate reductions  are  too  incon- 
siderable, and  that  there  is  no 
guaranty  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
time  stipulated,  the  reduction 
proposed  would  be  allowed  to 
take  effect  In  the  first  place  it 
should  be  recollected,  the  diver- 
sity of  interests  of  the  country — 
the  measures  of  the  government 
which  preceded  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures — ^the  pub- 
lic faith  in  some  degree  pleoged 
for  their  security ;  and  tne  ruin 
in  which  rash  and  hasty  legisla- 
tion would  ii^volve  them.  He 
would  not  dispute  about  terms. 
It  would  not,  in  a  court  of  justice, 
be  maintained  that  the  public 
faith  was  pledged  for  the  pro- 
tection 01  manu&ctures;  but 
there  were  other  pledges  which 
men  of  honour  are  bound  by, 
besides  those  of  which  the  law 
can  take  cognizance. 

If  we  excite,  in  our  neighbour, 
a  reasonable  expectation  which 
induces  him  to  take  a  particular 
course  of  business,  we  are  in 
honour    bound   to  redeem  the 
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pledge  thus  tacitly  given.    Can  rior  continuance  of  the  duties 

any  man  doubt  that  a  large  por-  imposed  by  the  bill,  on  the  expi- 

tion  of  our  citizens  believed  that  ration  of  the  term  which  it  pre- 

the  system  would  be  permanent?  scribes.     The   best    guaranties 

The  whole  country  expected  it.  would  be  found  in  the  circum- 

The  security  against  any  change  stances  under  which  the  mea- 

of  the  system  proposed  by  the  sure  would  be  passed.     If  it  was 

bill,  was  in  the  character  of  the  bill,  passed   hy  common  consent;  if 

as  a  compromise  between  two  it  was  passed  with  the  assent  of 

conflicting  parties.     If  the  bill  a  portion — a  considerable  por- 

should  be  taken  by  common  con-  tion  of  those  who  had  directly 

sent,  as  we  hope  it  will  be — the  hitherto  supported  this  system, 

history  of  the  revenue  will  be  a  and  by  a  considerable  portion  of 

guaranty    of    its    permanence,  those  who  opposed  it — ^if  they 

The  circumstances  under  which  declared  their  satisfaction  with 

it  was  passed  will  be  known  and  the  measure,  he  had  no  doubt 

recorded — and  no  one  will  dis-  the  rate   of   duties    guarantied 

turb  a  system  which  was  adopt-  would  be  continued  a&r  the  ex- 

ed  with  a  view  to  give  peace  and  piration    of    the   term,    if   the 

tranquillity  to  the  country.  coimtry  continued  at  peace.  And, 

The  descending  gradations  by  at  the  end  of  the  term,  when  the 
which  he  proposed  to  arrive  at  experiment  would  have  been 
the  minimum  of  duties,  must  be  made  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
gradual.  He  never  would  con-  mode  of  protection  fixed  by  the 
«ent  to  any  precipitate  opera-  bill,  while  the  constitutional  ques- 
tion to  bring  distress  and  ruin  on  tion  had  been  sufiered  to  lie  dor- 
the  community.  mant,  if  war   should  render  it 

Now,  said  Mr.  C,  viewing  it  necessary,  protection  might  be 
in  this  light,  it  appeared  that  there  carried  up  to  prohibition ;  while, 
were  eight  years  and  a  half,  and  if  the  country  should  remain  at 
nine  years  and  a  half,  taking  the  peace,  and  this  measure  go  into 
ultimate  time,  which  would  be  full  operation,  the  duties  would 
an  efficient  protection.  The  re-  be  gradually  lowered  down  to 
maining  duties  would  be  with-  the  revenue  standard,  which  had 
drawn  by  a  biennial  reduction,  been  so  earnestly  wished  for. 
The  protective  principle  must  But  suppose  that  he  was 
be  said  to  be,  in  some  measure,  wrong  in  all  these  views,  for 
relinquished  at  the  end  of  eight  there  were  no  guaranties,  in  one 
years  and  a  half.  This  period  sense  of  the  term,  of  human  in- 
could  not  appear  unreasonable,  fallibility.  Suppose  a  different 
and  he  thought  that  no  member  state  of  things  in  the  south — ^that 
of  the  senate,  or  any  portion  of  this  senate,  from,  causes  which  he 
the  country,  ou^ht  to  make  the  should  not  dwell  upon  now,  but 
slightest  objection.  It  now  re-  which  were  obvious  to  every  re- 
mained for  him  to  consider  the  fleeting  man  in  this  country—- 
other  objection — ^the  want  of  a  causes  which  had  operated  for 
guaranty  to  their  being  an  ulte-  years  past,  and  which  continued 
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to  operate.  Suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  there  should  be  a  ma- 
jority ill  the  senate  in  favour  of 
the  southern  views,  and  that  they 
should  repeal  the  whole  system 
at  once — what  miaranty  would 
we  have  that  the  repealing  of 
the  law  would  not  destroy  those 
great  interests,  which  it  was  so 
important  to  preserve  ?  What 
guaranty  would  you  have  that 
the  thunders  of  those  powerful 
manufacturers  would  not  be  di- 
rected aminst  your  capitol,  be- 
cause of  this  abandonment  of 
their  interests,  and  because  you 
had  ^ven  them  no  protection 
against  foreign  legislation.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  if  you  carry  your 
measure  of  repeal  without  the 
consent,  at  least,  of  a  portion  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  manufactures, 
you  have  no  security,  no  gua- 
ranty, no  certainty  that  any  pro- 
tection will  be  continued.  But 
if  the  measure  should  be  carried 
by  the  common  consent  of  both 
parties,  we  shall  have  all  secu- 
rity: history  will  faithfully  re- 
cord the  transaction;  narrate 
under  what  circumstances  the 
bill  was  passed ;  that  it  was  a 
pacifving  measure ;  that  it  was 
as  oil  poured  from  the  vessel  (^ 
the  Union  to  restore  peace  and 
harmony  to  the  country.  When 
all  this  was  known,  what  congress, 
what  legislature,  would  mar  the 
guaranty?  What  man  who  is 
entitled  to  deserve  the  character 
of  an  American  statesman,  would 
stand  up  in  his  place  in  either 
house  of  congress,  and  disturb 
this  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  ? 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  will  not 
say  Uiat  it  may  not  be  disturbed. 


All  that  I  sav  is,  that  h^re  is  oO 
the  reasonable  security  that  can 
be  desired  by  those  on  the  one 
side  of  the  question,  and  much 
more  than  those  on  the  other 
would  have  by  any  unfortunate 
concurrence  of  circumstances* 
Such  a  repeal  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem should  be  brought  aboul,  as 
would  be  cheerlully  acqui- 
esed  in  by  all  parties  in  this 
country.  All  parties  might  find 
in  this  measure  some  reasons  for 
objection*  And  what  human 
measure  was  there  which  was 
free  from  objectionable  qualities. 
It  had  been  remarked,  and  justly 
remarked,  by  the  great  &ther  of 
our  country  himself  that  if  thai 
great  work  which  is  the  charter 
of  our  liberties,  and  under  which 
we  have  so  long  flourished,  had 
been  submitted,  article  by  arti- 
cle, to  all  the  different  states 
composing  this  Union,  that  the 
whole  would  have  been  lejected; 
and  yet,  when  the  whole  was 
presented  together,  it  was  ac* 
cepted  as  a  whole.  He,  (Mr.  C.) 
would  admit  that  his  frieaods  did 
not  cet  all  they  could  wish  for ; 
and  ue  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  did  not  obtain  all  they  might 
desire ;  but  both  would  gain  all 
that  in  his  humble  opinion  vras 
proper  to  be  given  in  the  present 
condition  of  this  country.  It 
might  be  true  that  there  would 
be  loss  and  gain  in  this  measure. 
But  how  was  this  loss  and  gain 
distributed?  Among  our  country- 
men. What  we  lose  no  forei^ 
hand  gains ;  and  what  we  gam, 
has  been  no  loss  to  any  foreign 
power.  It  is  among  ourselves 
the  distribution  takes  place.  The 
distribution  is   founded  on  that 
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great  pritici|Je  of  compromise  that  South  Carolina  did  not  oon- 

and  concession  which  lies  at  the  template  force»  for  it  was  denied 

bottom  of  our  institutions,  which  and    denounced  by  that    state. 

^▼e  birth  to  the  constitution  She  disclaimed  it — and  asserted 

itfldfy  and  which  has  continued  that  she  is  merely  making  an  ex- 

to  r^nilate  us  on  our  onward  periment.     That  experiment  is 

mardiy  and  conducted  the  nation  this ;  by  a  course  ol  state  legis* 

to  glory  and  renown.  lation,  and  by  a  chan^  in  ner 

it  remained  for  him  now  to  fundamental  laws,  she  is  eodea- 

touch  another  topic.    Objections  vouring  by  her  civil  tribunals  to 

bad  been  made  to  all  legislation  prevent  the  general  government 

at  this  session  of  con^ss,  re«  from  carrying  the  laws  of  the 

suking  from  the  attitu&  of  one  United    States  into    operation, 

of  the  states  of  this  confedracy.  within  her  limits.     That  she  has 

He  confessed  that  he  felt  a  very  professed  to  be  her  object.  Her 

strong  repugnance  to,  any  legis-  appeal  was  not  to  arms,  but  to 

lation  at  all  on  this  subject  at  the  another  power ;  not  to  the  sword 

commencement  of  the  session,  but  to  the  law.    He  must  say, 

principally  because   he  miscon-  and  he  would  say  it  with  no  in- 

ceivea  tKe  purposes,  as  he  had  tention  of  dispars^ng  that  state, 

found  from  subsequent  explana*  or  any  other  of  the  states — it 

tioB,  which   that  state    bad  in  was  a  feeling  unworthy  of  her. 

view.     Under  the  influence  of  As  the  purpose  of  South  Caro- 

more  accurate   information,  he  Una  was  not  that  of  force,  this  at 

must  say,  that  the  aspectof  things  once  disarmed,  divested  legisla- 

smce  the  commencement  of  the  tion  of  one  principal  objection, 

sescnon  had,  in  his  opinion,  great-  which  it  appeared  to  him  existed 

ly  changed.    When  he  came  to  against  it  at  the  commencement 

take  his  seat  on  that  floor,  he  had  of  this  session.    Her  purposes 

supposed  that  a  member  of  this  are  ail  of  a  civil   nature.    She 

Union  had  taken  an  attitude  of  thinks  she  can  oust  the  U.  States 

defiance  and  hostility  against  the  from  her  limits ;  and  unquestion- 

authority  of  the  general  govern-  ably  she  had  taken  good  care  to 

aient  He  had  imagined  mat  she  prepare  her  judges  beforehand 

had  arrogantly  required,  that  we  oy  swearing  them  to  decide  in 

ahould  abandon  at  once  a  system  her  favour.     If  we  submitted  to 

which  had  long  been  the  settled  her,  we  should  thus  stand  but  a 

policy  of  this,  country.    Suppo-  poor  chance  of  obtaining  justice. 

sing  that  she  had  manifested  tnis  She  disclaimed  any  intention  of 

feeling,  and  taken  up  this  posi-  resorting  to   force,    unless   we 

tion,  ne  (Mr.  C.)  ban,  in  conse-  should   And  it  indispensable  to 

quence,  felt  a  disposition  to  hurl  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union 

defiance  back  again,  and  to  im-  by  applying  force  to  her.     It 

press  upon  her  the  necessity  of  seemed  to  him  the  aspect  of  the 

the  perrormance  of  her  duties  as  attitude  of  South  Carolina  had 

a  member  of  this  Union.    But  changed — or    rather,    the   new 

since  his  arrival  here,  he  found  light   which  he  had   obtained, 
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on&bled  him  to  see  her  in  a  dif- 
i'erent  tittitude — and  lie  had  not 
truly  understood  her  until  she 
liad  passed  her  laws,  by  which  it 
was  intended  to  carry  her  ordi- 
nance into  eflect.  Now,  tie 
vcDtured  to  predict  that  the  state 
to  which  he  had  referred  must 
nltimately  fail  in  her  attempt. 
He  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
saying  any  thing  to  the  dispa- 
ragement of  that  slate.  Far 
from  it.  He  thought  that  she  had 
been  rash,  intempeiate  and 
^eatly  in  error ;  and,  to  use  the 
language  of  one  of  her  own  wn> 
ters — made  up  an  issue  un- 
worthy of  her.  He  thought  the 
verdict  and  judgment  must  go 
against  her.  From  one  end  to 
ihc  other  of  this  continent,  by 
acclamation  as  it  were,  nulliflca' 
lion  had  been  put  down,  and  put 
down  in  a  manner  more  ettect- 
1  [ally  than  by  a  thousand  wars  or 
.1  thousand  armies — by  the  irre- 
^iistable  force,  by  the  mighty  in- 
Huence  of  public  opinion.  Not 
a  voico  beyond  the  single  state  of 
South  Carolina  had  been  heard  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  nulli- 
fication, which  she  nas  asserted 
iiy  her  own  ordinance ;  and  he 
would  say,  that  she  must  fail  in 
her  lawsuit.  He  would  express 
t  wo  opinions ;  the  first  of  which 
was,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  a 
system  of  state  legislation  to  de- 
foal  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
I  he  United  Slates,  which  could 
not  be  countervailed  by  federal 
ie^'islation. 

A  state  might  take  it  upon 
herself  to  throw  obstructions  in 
ihc  way  of  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  federal  government ; 


but  federal  legislation  can  follow 
at  her  heel  quickly,  and  success- 
fully counteract  the  course  of 
itate  legislation.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution  foresaw  this, 
and  the  constitution  has  guarded 
against  it  What  has  it  said  ?  It 
has  declared  in  the  clause  enu- 
merating the  powers  of  this  go- 
vernment, that  congress  shall 
have  all  power  to  carry  into 
effect  all  the  powers  granted  by 
the  constitution,  in  any  branch 
of  the  government,  under  the 
sweeping  clause — for  they  have 
not  specified  ctmtingencies,  be- 
cause they  could  not  see  what 
was  to  happen — but  whatever 
powers  were  necessary,  all — all 
are  given  to  this  government  by 
the  fundamental  law,  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  those  powers 
which  are  vested  by  that  consti- 
tution in  the  federal  government. 
That  is  one  reason.  The  other 
is,  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any 
state,  provided  this  government 
is  administered  with  prudence 
and  propriety,  so  to  shape  its 
laws  as  to  throw  upon  the  gene- 
ral government  the  responsibili- 
ty of  first  resorting  to  the  em- 
ployment of  forco ;  but  if  force 
at  all  is  employed,  it  must  be  by 
slate  legislation,  and  not  federal 
legislation;  and  the  responsibili- 
ty of  employing  that  force  must 
rest  with,  and  attach  to  the  state 
itself. 

I  (said  Mr.  C.)  shall  not  go 
into  the  det^ls  of  this  bill.  1 
merely  throw  out  these  senti- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing you  that  South  Carolina, 
having  declared  their  purpose  to 
be  this,  to  make  an  experiment 
whether,  by  a  course  of  legisla- 
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lion,  in  a  conventional  form,  or  to  be  my  lot,  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  be 

a  legislative  form  of  enactment,  counsel  at  law  to  bring  the  suit 

she  can  defeat  the  execution  of  against  the  state,  and  to  maintain 

certain  laws  of  the  U.  States,  I,  the  federal  authority.     The  trial 

for  one,  will  express  my  opinion,  took  place  in  the  state  of  Ohio ; 

that  I  believe  it  is  utterly  im-  and  it  is  one  of  the  many  cir- 

Eracticable,  *  whatever  course  of  cumstances,  which  redounded  to 

^ffisktion  she  may  choose  to  the  honour  of  that  patriotic  state, 

adopt,  for  her  to  succeed.     I  am  she  submitted  to  federal  force.  I 

ready,  for  one,  to  give  the  tribu-  went  to  the  office  of  the  public 

nals  and   the  executive  of  the  treasury  m]^lf^  to  whicn  was 

country,  whether  that  executive  taken  the  money  of  the  bank  of 

has  or  has  not  my  confidence,  the  United  States,  it  having  re- 

the  necessary  measures  of  pow-  mained  there  in   sequestration, 

er  and  authority  to  execute  the  until  it  was  peacably  rendered 

laws  of  the  Union.   But  I  would  in  obedience  to  the  decision  of 

not  go  a  hair's  breadth  further  the  court  without  any  appeal  to 

than  what  was  necessary  for  those  arms.    In  a  building  which  I  had 

purposes.     Up  to  that  point  I  to  pass  in  order  to  reach   the 

would  go,  and  cheerfully  go ;  for  treasury,  I  saw  the  most  brilliant 

it  is  my  sworn  duty,  as  I  regard  display  of  arms  and  musketry 

it,  to  go  to  that  point.  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life ;  but 

Again :   taking  this  view  of  not  one  was  raised  or  threatened 

the  subject.  South  Carolina  is  to  be  raised  against  the  due  exe- 

doing  nothing  more,  except  that  cution  of  the  laws  of  the  U*  S. 

she  is  doing  it  with  more  rash«  when  they  were  then  enforced, 
ness,  than  some  other  states  have       In   Virginia,  (but  I  am  not 

done.  sure  that  I  am  correct  in  the 

Anopinionprevailedsomeyears  history  of  it,)  there  was  a  case 

ago,  that  if  you  put  the  laws  of  a  of  this  kind — persons  were  liable 

state  into  a  penal  form,  you  could  to  penalties  for  selling  lottery 

oust  federal  jurisdiction  out  of  tickets.    It  was  contended  that 

the  limits  of  that  state,  because  the  state  tribunals  had  an  exdu- 

the  state  tribunals  had  an  exclu-  sive  jurisdiction  over  the  subject 

sive  jurisdiction  over  penalties  The  case  was  brought  before 

and  crimes,  and  it  was  inferred  the  supreme  court — ^ue  parties 

that  no  federal  court  could  wrest  were  a  Myers  and  somebody 

the  authority  from  them.    Ac-  else,  and  it  decided  as  it  must 

cording   to  that  principle    the  always  decide ;  no  matter  what 

state   of  Ohio  passed  the   laws  obstruction — no  matter  what  the 

taxing  the  branch  of  the  United  state  law  ma^  be,  the  constitu- 

Statcs  bank,  and  high  penalties  tional  laws  of  the  United  States 

were    to    be   enforced  against  must  follow  and  defeat  it,  in  its 

every  person  who  should  attempt  attempt  to  arrest  the  federal  arm 

to    defeat    lier    taxation.     The  in  the  exercise  of  its  lawful  au- 

question  was  tried.    It  happened  thority.    South  Carolina  has  at- 
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tempted — and  I  repeat  it,  in  a 
mudi  more  offensive  way,  at- 
tempted to  defeat  the  execution 
of  die  laws  of  the  United  States. 
But,  it  seems  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  she 
has,  for  the  present,  determined 
to  stop  here,  m  order  that  by  our 
legislation,  we  may  prevent  the 
necessity  of  her  advancing  any 
farther.  But  there  are  other 
reasons  for  the  expediency  of 
legislation  at  this  time.  Although 
I  (»une  here  fiiUy  impressed  with 
a  different  opinion,  my  mind  has 
now  become  reconciled. 

The  memorable  first  of  Feb* 
mary  is  passed.  I  confess  I  did 
leel  an  unconquerable  repug- 
nance to  legislation  until  that 
day  should  luLve  passed,  because 
of  the  consequences  that  were  to 
ensue.  1  hoped  that  the  day 
would  go  over  well.  I  feel,  and 
I  think  that  we  must  all  confess, 
we  breathe  a  freer  air  than  when 
the  restraint  was  upon  us.  But 
this  is  not  the  only  consideration. 
South  Carolina  has  practically 
postponed  her  ordinance,  instead 
of  letting  it  go  into  effect,  till  the 
fourth  of  March.  Nobody  who 
has  noticed  the  course  of  events, 
can  doubt  that  she  will  postpone 
it  by  still  fiirther  legislation,  if 
coomna  should  rise  without  any 
setttement  of  this  question.  I 
was  going  to  say,  my  life  on  it, 
the  will  pos^x>ne  it  to  a  period 
subsequent  the  fourth  of  March. 
It  is  in  the  natural  course  of 
events.    S<Hith  Carolina    must 

Crceive  the  embarrassments  of 
r  situation.  She  must  be  de- 
sirous— it  is  unnatural  to  sup- 
pose that  she  is  not — to  remain 
m  the   Union.    What!  a  state 


whose  heroes  in  its  gallant  an- 
cestry fought  so  many  glorious 
battles  along  with  those  of  the 
other  states  of  this  Union,  a  state 
with  which  this  confederacy  is 
linked  by  bonds  of  such  a  power- 
ful character  I  I  have  sometimes 
fancied  what  would  be  her  con- 
dition if  she  goes  out  of  this 
Union.  If  her  500,000  people 
should  at  once  be  thrown  upon 
their  own  resources.  She  is  out 
of  the  Union.  What  is  the  con- 
sequence ?  She  is  an  independ- 
ent power.  What  then  does  she 
do  7  She  must  have  armies  and 
fleets,  and  an  expensive  govern- 
ment— have  foreign  missions-— 
she  must  raise  taxes-— enact  this 
very  tariff  which  had  driven  her 
out  of  the  Union,  in  order  to 
enable  her  to  raise  money  and 
to  sustain  the  attitude  of  an  inde- 

Eendent  power.  If  she  should 
ave  no  force,  no  navy  to  pro- 
tect her,  she  would  be  exposed 
to  piratical  incursions.  Their 
neighbour,  St.  Domingo,  might 
pour  down  a  horde  of  pirates  on 
her  borders,  and  desolate  her 
plantations.  She  must  have  her 
embassies,  therefore  must  she 
have  a  revenue.  And,  let  me 
tell  you,  there  is  another  conse- 
quence— an  inevitable  one ;  she 
has  a  certain  description  of  per- 
sons, recognised  as  property 
south  of  the  Potomac,  and  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  which  would 
be  no  longer  recognised  as  such, 
except  within  their  own  limits. 
This  species  of  property  would 
sink  immediately  to  one  half  of 
its  present  value,  for  it  is  Liouisi- 
ana  and  the  south  western  states 
which  are  her  great  market 
But  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
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topic  any  longer.     I  say  it  is  tion  ?    God  alone  knows  where 

utterly  impossible    that  South  such  a  war  will  end.     In  what 

Carolina  ever  desired,  for  a  mo-  state  will  be  left  our  institutions  f 

ment  to  become  a  separate  and  In  what  state  our  liberties  ?     I 

independent  state.     If  the  exist-  want  no  war ;  above  all,  no  war 

ence  of  the  ordinance,  ^hile  an  at  home. 

act  of  congress  is  pending,  is  to  Sir,  I  repeat,  that  I  think  South 

be  considered  as  a  motive  for  not  Carolina  has  been  rash,  intempe- 

Eassing  that  law,  why  this  would  rate,  and  greatly  in  the  wrong ; 

e  found  to  be  a  sufficient  rea-  but  I  do  not  want  to  disgrace 

son  for  preventing  the  passing  her,  nor  any  other  member  of 

of  any  laws.     South  Carolina,  this  Union.     No,  I  do  not  desire 

by  keeping  the  shadow  of  an  to  see  the  lustre  of  one  single 

ordinance  even  before  us,  as  she  star   dimmed  of  that  glorious 

has  it  in  her  power  to  postpone  confederacy  which   constitutes 

it  from  time  to  time,  wouici  de-  our  political  sun  ;  still  less  do  I 

feat  our  legislation  for  ever.     I  wish  to  see  it  blotted  out,  and 

would  repeat  that,  under  all  the  its  light   obliterated    for  ever, 

circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Has  not  the  state  of  S.  Carolina 

condition  of  South   Carolina  is  been  one  of  the  members  of  thisi 

only  one   of  the  elements  of  a  Union  in  "  days  that  tried  men's 

combination,the  whole  of  which  souls?"    Have  not  her  ances- 

together,  constitutes  a  motive  tors  fought  alongside  our  ances- 

of  action,  which  renders  it  ex-  tors  ?     Have  we  not,  conjointly, 

pedient  to  resort,  during  the  pre-  won  together  many  a  glorious 

sent  session  of  congress,  to  some  battle  ?     If  we  had  to  go  into  a 

measure  in  order  to  quiet  and  civil  war  with  such  a  state,  how 

tranquillize  the  country.  would  it  terminate  ?    Whenever 

If  there  be  any  who  want  it  should  have  terminated,  what 

civil  war — who  want  to  see  the  would  be  her  condition  7    If  she 

blood  of  any  portion    of  our  should  ever  return  to  the  Union, 

countrymen  spilt,  I  am  not  one  what  would  be  the  condition  of 

of  them.    I  wish  to  see  war  of  her  feelings  and  afiections,  what 

no  kind ;  but,  above  all,  I  do  not  the  state  of  the  heart  of  her  peo- 

desire  to  see  a  civil  war.  When  pie  7     She    has   been  with   us 

war   begins,  whether   civil  or  before,  when  her  ancestors  min* 

foreign,  no  human  sight  is  com-  gled  in  the  throng  of  battle,  and 

petent  to  forsee  when,  or  how,  as   I  hope  our    posterity  will 

or  where  it  is  to  terminate.   But  mingle  with  hers  for  ages  and 

when  a  civil  war  shall  be  light-  centuries  to  come  in  the  united 

ed  up  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  defence  of  liberty,  and  for  the 

happy  land,    and    armies    are  honour  and  glory  of  the  Union, 

marching,  and  commanders  are  I  do  not  wish  to  see  her  degra- 

winning     their    victories,    and  ded  or  defaced  as  a  member  of 

fleets  are  in  motion  on  our  coast,  this  confederacy, 

tell  me  if  you  can,  tell  me  if  any  In  conclusion,  allow  me  to 

human  being  can  tell  its  dura-  entreat  and  implore  each  iodi- 
10 
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vidual  member  of  this  body  to 
bring  into  the  consideration  of 
this  measure,  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  proposing,  the 
same  love  of  country  which,  if 
I  know  myself,  has  actuated  me ; 
and  the  same  desire  of  restoring 
harmony  to  the  Union,  which 
has  prompted  this  effort.  If  we 
can  forget  for  a  moment — but 
that  would  be  asking  too  much 
of  human  nature — if  we  could 
sufler,  for  one  moment,  party 
feelings  and  party  causes — and 
and  as  I  stand  here  before  my 
God,  I  declare  I  have  looked  be- 
yond those  considerations,  and 
regarded  only  the  vast  interests 
of  this  united  people — I  should 
hope  that,  under  such  feelings, 
and  with  such  dispositions,  we 
may  advantageously  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and 
heal,  before  they  are  yet  bleed- 
ing, the  wounds  of  our  distract- 
ed country. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  with  ask- 
ing leave  to  introduce  his  bill. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presumed,  he 
said,  that  the  motion  for  leave,  in 
its  present  stage,  was  a  subject 
of  discussion ;  if  so,  he  begged 
leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
opposition  to  it.  The  avowed 
object  of  the  bill  would  meet 
with  universal  approbation.  It 
was  a  project  to  harmonize  the 
people ;  and  it  could  have  come 
from  no  better  source  than  from 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
for  to  no  one  were  we  more  in- 
debted than  to  him  for  the  dis- 
cord and  discontent  which  agi- 
tate us.  But  a  few  months  ago 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  to  settle  this  question  at 


once  and  for  ever.  The  oppor- 
tunity was  not  seized,  but  he 
hoped  it  was  not  passed.  In  the 
project  now  offered  he  could  not 
see  the  elements  of  success. 
The  time  was  not  auspicious. 
But  fourteen  days  remained  of 
the  session ;  and  we  had  better 
wait  the  action  of  the  house  on 
the  bill  now  before  them,  than, 
by  taking  up  this  new  measure 
here,  produce  a  cessation  of  their 
action.  Was  there  not  danger 
that  the  fourteen  days  would  be 
exhausted  in  useless  debate? 
Why  twenty  men,  with  a  suffi- 
ciency of  breath,  for  words  they 
would  not  want,  could  annihilate 
the  bill,  though  a  majority  in 
both  houses  were  in  favour  of  it. 
He  objected,  too,  that  the  bill 
was  a  violation  of  •  the  constitu- 
tion, because  the  senate  had  no 
power  to  raise  revenue.  Two 
years  ago  the  same  senator  made 
a  proposition,  which  was  reject- 
ed on  this  very  ground.  The 
ofler,  however,  would  not  be 
useless ;  it  would  be  attended 
with  all  the  advantages  which 
could  follow  its  discussion  here. 
We  shall  see  it  and  take  it  into 
consideration  as  the  offer  of  the 
manufacturers.  The  other  party, 
as  we  are  called,  will  view  it  as 
a  scheme  of  diplomacy ;  not  as 
their  ultimatum,  but  as  their  first 
offer.  But  the  bargain  was  all 
on  one  side.  After  they  are  de- 
feated, and  can  no  longer  sus- 
tain a  conflict,  they  come  to  make 
the  best  bargain  they  can.  The 
senator  from  Kentucky  says,  the 
tariff  is  in  danger:  ay,  sir,  it  is 
at  its  last  gasp.  It  has  received 
the  immedicable  wound — no 
hellebore  can  cure  it.    He  con- 


TARIFF-  75 

ilidered  the  confession  of  the  it  was  said  the  manufacturers 
gentleman  to  be  of  immense  im-  would  be  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
portance.  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  tection  afforded  by  the  bill  of 
^iing  of  the  country  is  oppo-  that  year,  but  in  a  few  years 
sed  to  the  h^h  protective  sys-  after  they  came  and  insisted  for 
tem.  The  wily  serpent  that  more,  and  got  more.  After  the 
crept  into  our  Eden,  has  been  first  four  years,  an  attempt 
touched  by  the  spear  of  Ithuriel.  would  be  made  to  repeal  all  the 
The  senator  is  anxious  to  pre-  balance  of  this  bill.  He  would 
vent  the  ruin  which  a  sudden  go  no  farther  than  four  years  in 
abolition  of  the  system  will  pro-  prospective  reduction.  The  re- 
duce. No  one  desires  to  inflict  duction  was  on  some  articles  too 
ruin  upon  the  manufacturers ;  great.  He  would  go  no  lower 
but  suppose  the  southern  people,  than  20  per  cent,  on  cotton, 
having  power  to  control  the  Mr.  Holmes  confessed  that 
subject,  should  totally  and  sud-  this  was  the  first  time  but  one 
denly  abolish  the  system,  what  that  he  ever  heard  an  objection 
light  would  those  have  to  com-  made  to  a  motion  of  leave.  Com- 
plain who  had  combined  to  op-  mon  courtesy  required  that  any 
press  the  south  ?  What  has  the  senator  should  have  leave  to  in- 
tariff  led  us  to  already  ?  From  troduce  any  bill  he  pleased.  He 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  did  not  know  whether  he  should 
other,  it  has  produced  evils  which  like  the  principles  of  this  bill,  but 
are  worse  than  a  thousand  ta-  he  would  like  to  have  it  on  the 
riffs.  The  necessity  of  appeal-  table,  and  see  whether  he  would 
ing  now  to  fraternal  feeling,  approve  of  it.  As  to  punish- 
ahows  that  that  feeling  is  not  ment — the  friends  of  protection 
sleeping,  but  nearly  extinguish-  would  submit  to  none,  for  they 
ed.  He  opposed  the  introduc-  had  committed  no  crime.  The 
tion  of  the  bill  as  a  revenue  mea-  cotton  interest  of  the  U.  States 
i^ure,  and  upon  it  demanded  the  had  grown  up  under  a  protec- 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or-  tion  of  three  cents  a  pound, 
dered.  which  it  had  enjoyed  since  the 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.,  observed,  year  1790;  and  since,  by  this 
that  the  bill  was  no  cure  at  all  crime,  it  had  been  protected 
for  the  evils  complained  of  by  enough,  its  friends  were  very 
the  south.  TThey  wished  to  try  willing  to  denounce  protection, 
the  constitutionality  of  protect-  It  was  extraordinary  that  a  pro- 
ing  duties.  In  this  bill  there  position  of  reconciliation  should 
was  nothing  but  protection,  from  not  be  received,  and  that  the 
beginning  to  end.  We  had  been  yeas  and  nays  should  be  called 
told  that  if  the  bill  passed  with  upon  it.  When  he  reflected  that 
common  consent,  the  system  tnis  is  a  proposition  intended  as 
established  by  it  would  not  be  a  peace-offering,  and  considered 
touched.  But  he  had  once  been  the  manner  of  its  reception,  he 
cheated  in  that  way,  and  would  almost  wished  that  he  had  com- 
not  be  cheated  again.     In  1816,  plied  with  the  request  of  his  con- 
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stitueats  a  little  before,  and  re* 
signed.  Then  he  would  not 
have  been  here  to  see  such  a 
proposition  rejected. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  that  if 
the  senator  from  Kentucky  had 
not  explained  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  them  to  be 
unconstitutional,  he  should  have 
DO  objections  to  its  introduction. 
If  the  senator  from  Maine  had 
oever  before  heard  of  an  objec- 
tion to  a  motion  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill,  he  would  probably 
hear  of  it  hereafter.   He  had  not 

Soken  of  any  punishment  for 
e  friends  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem in  this  body,  but  of  the 
manufacturers  generally.  I 
know,  said  Mr.  Forsyth,  that  the 
friends  of  the  manufacturers  are 
undergoing  their  sentence  at  this 
moment. 

Mr.  Poindexter  returned  his 
hearty  thanks  to  the  senator 
from  Kentucky  for  introducing 
this  bill,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
b^ve  leave.  We  have  arrived 
at  a  singular  state  of  things,  (said 
Mr.  jP5  We  see  honourable 
senators  decrying  the  tariff  as 
ruinous  and  oppressive,  and  yet 
voting  for  fleets  and  armies  to 
car^y  it  into  e§ect.  When  an 
hoqpurable  senator  proposes 
conciliation,  it  is  opposed  as 
som.ething  which  ought  to  be 
averted  and  avoided.  Fourteen 
days  we  have  spent  here  in  idle 
debatp,  upon  a  question  whether 
we  should  declare  war  upon  S. 
Carolina  or  not.  The  senator 
from  Kentucky  has  offered  at 
last  an  olive  branch ;  but  though 
the  senator  from  Georgia  is  will- 
ing to  make  war,  to  enforce  the 
accursed  tariff,  yet  he  will  refuse 


the  tender  of  an  ofier  to  remove 
its  burdens.  As  to  the  constitu- 
tional point,  the  only  violation  of 
the  rule  prohibiting  the  senate 
from  originating  a  bill  raising 
revenue,  would  take  place  at 
the  consummation,  not  at  the  in- 
ception of  the  measure.  We 
have  had  a  previous  bill  before 
us  which  ought  to  have  been- 
kicked  out  of  this  body  as  soon 
as  it  was  shown  here ;  but  this 
measure,  which  looks  to  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  did  not  meet  with  as 
much  favour  as  that  from  the 
honourable  senator  from  Geor- 
gia. The  sovereign  penacea  for 
healing  all  our  wounds,  and  re- 
storing perfect  health  to  the  body 
politic,  IS  that  which  the  judi- 
ciary committee  has  reported, 
viz :  doses  of  cannon  balls,  bul- 
lets, and  bayonets.  He  protest- 
ed against  an  inconsistency 
which  would  bring  out  the  whole 
of  the  country  to  carry  the  tariff 
laws  into  effect,  and  then  refuse 
to  receive  any  proposition  to 
modify  the  tariff 

Mr.  Spra^ue  said  time  enough 
had  not  yet  been  afforded  to  de- 
termine whether  he  should  be 
able  to  give  this  important  bill 
his  ultimate  support  or  not. 
That  would  depend  upon  a  more 
deliberate  examination  of  its 
principles  and  details.  The  only 
question  now  before  the  senate 
was,  whether  leave  should  be 
given  to  introduce  it — whether 
it  should  be  laid  before  the 
senate.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth)  had  con- 
fined himself  simply  to  his  con- 
stitutional objections,  he,  Mr.  S., 
would   not  have   arisen.    But 
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what  hsd  the  lenate  heard?  produce  harmony  and  coneordT 
What  wai  the  conditien  of  the  But  the  gentleman  did  not 
country?  Disquieted, disturbed,  stop  there.  The  feelings  of  all 
almost  convulsed,  laws  annulled,  who  have  heretofore  sustained 
violent  resistance  to  their  en-  the  great  American  system, 
forcement  threatened,  apprehen-  were  assailed  in  a  manner  to 
sioiis  of  disaster  and  rum  on  the  excite  any  emotions  but  those 
one  hand,  and  civil  war  on  the  of  conciliation.  The  ^ntleman 
other,  spreading  far  and  wide,  sounded  the  note  of  triumph  and 
Already  the  din  of  preparation  victory,  vaunting  as  over  a  fallen 
is  borne  upon  the  southern  foe;  and  denouncing  punish- 
breeze;  and  we  may  almost  mentandretributioni  He  would 
hear  the  clangor  of  arms.  On  not  even  receive  from  them  pro- 
all  sides  of  the  house,  and  from  positions  of  peace,  unconditional 
all  quarters  out  of  the  house,  submission  seemed  to  be  de- 
they  had  heard  the  anxious  hope  manded.  One  would  have 
expressed,  that  some  measure  thought  that  they  were  sup- 
might  be  devised  which  should  pliants  at  his  feet,  and  that  he 
give  peace  to  the  country.  It  could  trample  upon  them  with 
was  their  solemn  and  official  impunity.  But  he  warned  the 
duty  to  seek,  anxiously  to  seek  gentleman  against  trusting  to  so 
and  embrace  measures  of  tran-  gross  a  delusion.  They  are  yet 
quillity.  A  proposition  to  that  erect,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
effect,  from  a  source  entitled  to  and  vigour  and  spirits  to  wield 
the  highest  consideration,  is  pre-  them  with  effect.  If  war  is  to 
sented  to  us,  accompanied  by  an  be  waged,  he  will  find  that  the 
explanation  conciliatory  in  its  battle  is  not  yet  won,  and  let 
language,  and  elevated  in  its  him  that  putteth  on  the  harness, 
sentiments.  How  has  it  been  boast  not  that  he  putteth  it  on. 
met  ?  and  that,  too,  by  a  senator  The  time  for  his  shout  of  victory 
from  that  section  of  country  and  triumph  has  not  yet  arrived. 
which  raised  aloud  the  cry  of  Triumph  over  whom  ?  the 
oppression,  and  which  the  bill  friends  and  supporters  of  pro- 
proposes  to  relieve  ?  In  the  first  tection — the  north,  middle  and 
Elace,  by  a  sarcasm  upon  the  western  sections  of  our  country? 
onouraole  mover  I  ^telling  In  his  assumption,  that  this 
the  gentlemam  from  Kentucky  has  emanated  from  the  weak- 
tbat  a  measure  of  peace  comes  ness  of  the  friends  of  protection, 
with  peculiar  propriety  from  the  gentleman  is  in  profound 
him,  who,  of  all  men,  had  most  error — it  proceeds  not  from  their 
contributed  to  the  distraction  weakness,  but  their  strength, 
which  pervades  the  country.  Is  The  feeble  cannot  yield  with 
this  the  mode  in  which  tranquil-  safety  or  honour — the  powerful 
lity  is  to  be  restored,  by  repel-  may  with  both.  It  is  a  propo- 
ling  propositions  with  reproach-  sition  from  the  strong  to  the 
es  upon  its  author?  Are  the  weak;  and  it  is  because  they  are 
feelings  thus  excited,  in  order  to  strong,  that  they  can  make  the 


78 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1830—86. 


concession  with  dignity.  Does 
the  gentleman  suppose  that  the- 
little  cloud  that  lowers  in  the 
southern  horizon — the  speck  of 
war  there  risen,  has  already 
overwhelmed  the  whole  north- 
ern, middle  and  western  coun- 
try?— has  brought  them  to  un- 
conditional submission  ?  He 
much  mistakes  the  temper  of 
the  times.  The  spirit  of  con- 
cession which  he  sees,  is  not  the 
offspring  of  fear,  but  forbear- 
ance—it is  from  the  magnani- 
mity of  conscious  power,  and 
which  nothing  is  more  likely  to 
destroy  than  an  imperious  tone 
of  demand  in  those  toward  whom 
it  is  extended. 

'inhere  was  j  et  another  ground 
of  objection.  He  says  if  this  bill 
should  be  generally  popular;  if 
it  should  be  every  where  re- 
ceived with  favour,  the  effect 
might  be  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  a  measure  in  the  other  house, 
and  defeat  an  adjustment.  That 
is  indeed  a  danger  which  few 
would  have  had  the  sagacity  to 
discover  The  popularity,  the 
acceptableness  of  a  measure, 
being  so  great  as  to  supersede 
all  others,  is  to  be  the  means  of 
preventing  the  desire'd  arrange- 
ment from  being  accomplished. 
To  other  minds,  this  would  have 
appeared  to  be  one  of  its  great- 
est recommendations. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  that  he  was 
in  a  very  unfortunate  condition, 
as  he  had  drawn  upon  himself  a 
fire  from  both  parties  in  the 
senate.  The  opposing  portions 
of  the  senate  who  had  hereto- 
fore been  disposed  to  war  against 
each  other,  had  now  united  to 
war  upon    him.     He   was   the 


friend  of  peace,  and  any  propo- 
sition for  peace,  whether  pacific 
or  peaceful,  should  have  his  sup^ 
port,  even  to  the  last.  He  had 
been  accused  of  meeting  the  pro- 
position of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky with  a  sarcasm.  How 
so  ?  Was  it  by  referring  to  that 
which  was  the  boast  of  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  that  he  was 
the  steady  and  ardent  friend  of 
the  protective  system,  which  he 
had  a  right  to  support  with  the 
views  he  entertained — tliat  it  had 
elevated  the  standing  and  pro- 
moted the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  while  they  who  resided 
in  the  southern  states  held  the 
opposite  opinion.  It  was,  there- 
fore, no  sarcasm,  it  was  not  in- 
tended as  such,  but  rather  as  a 
compliment,  since  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, standing  at  the  head  of  a 
great  party,  to  sustain  his  prin- 
ciples. He  (Mr.  F.)  had  not 
said  that  the  senate  should  not 
receive  the  bill  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  which  the  leave  was 
asked.  What  he  had  said,  was 
that  if  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  strike  out  the  clause 
to  which  he  objected  as  uncon- 
stitutional, he  would  give  his 
vote  in  favour  of  granting  leave ; 
but  he  could  not  vote  for  grant- 
ing the  leave  while  that  clause 
stood  in  the  bill.  He  did  not 
feel  that  he  should  be  inclined  to 
support  the  bill  itself  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  because  it  asked  too 
much.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  had  said  that  this  was  a 
proposition  from  strength  to 
weakness.  So  it  was  at  this 
moment ;  but  it  would  not  be  so 
after  the  tliird  of  March  next. 
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Was  not  every  senator  aware  self  to  be  disturbed.    He  had 

that  a  salutary  change  had  taken  resolved  that   while  he  was  en* 

place  in  public  opinion  on  this  gaged  in  this  work  erf*  peace^ 

subject,  and  after  the  close  of  the  nothing  which  might  be  thrown 

E resent  session,  was  it  not  well  out  in  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
nown  that  they  who  were  now  men,  whether  personal  or  not, 
the  majority  would  have  to  sub-  should  provoke  him  to  any 
mit  to  a  majority  entertaining  warmth  of  reply.  He  was,  he 
opposite  views,  and  represent-  must  confess,  somewhat  surpri- 
ing  the  true  opinions  of  a  majo-  sed  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
rity  of  the  people.  At  the  next  request  had  been  received.  The 
session  of  congress,  it  was  antici-  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  in- 
pated  that  the  majority  of  con-  timated  that  this  bill  was  the 
gress  would  be  in  favour  of  the  work  of  the  manufacturers.  The 
south,  and  that  portion  of  the  fact  was  not  so.  The  bill  was 
Union  would  then  have  the  jus-  exclusively  his  own,  and  had 
tice  which  they  had  so  long  ask-  been  framed  in  opposition  to  the 
ed  for  in  vain.  opinions  and  wishes  of  some 
The  senator  from  Mississippi  manufacturers  with  whom  he 
had  adverted  to  another  bill  had  conferred.  If  he  had  listen- 
which  was  pending  before  the  ed  to  them  he  should  not  have 
senate,  and  which  he  designated  introduced  this  bill ;  but  he  had 
a  bill  to  make  war  against  S.  been  moved  by  higher  consider- 
Carolina.  When  that  bill  should  ations,  and  had  looked  solely  to 
be  before  the  senate,  it  would  the  harmony  and  feelings  of  the 
be  time  enough  to  characterize  whole  Union, 
it  with  epithets.  He  should  feel  In  reference  to  the  constitu- 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  support  that  tional  section,  he  reminded  the 
bill,  because  he  believed  that  it  gentleman  that  the  bill  was  not 
was  a  constitutional  measure,  a  bill  to  raise  the  duties,  but  to 
and  that  its  effect  would  be  to  reduce  then),  and,  therefore,  did 
prevent  the  citizens  of  South  not  come  within  the  reach  of  an 
Carolina,  who  had  adopted  dif-  equitable  objection.  If  it  had 
ferent  views  of  their  duties— one  been  a  bill  to  raise  the  rate  of 
party  adhering  to  their  alle-  duties,  the  objection  to  it  would 
giance  to  the  state,  and  the  other  have  been  a  valid  one.  The 
considering  their  first  duty  as  gentleman  from  New-Jersey 
due  to  the  United  States,  from  (Mr.  Dickerson)  had  formerly 
coming  into  conflict,  and  butch-  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
ering  one  another.  similar  in  its  character,  and  con- 
Mr.  Clay  said,  whether  the  taining  a  clause  for  raising  a 
remark  of  the  senator  from  Geor-  duty,  but  not  an  objection  was 
gia  was  intended  as  a  sarcasm  raised,  and  the  bill  was  introdu- 
or  not,  he  did  not  view  it  as  ma-  ced.  The  constitution  says,  that 
terial.  He  had  prescribed  to  all  bills  to  raise  revenue  shall 
himself  a  course  of  action  from  originate  in  the  house  of  repre- 
which  he  would  not  suffer  him-  sentatives.     This  was  a  bill  to 
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reduce  the  duties,  except  in  a 
single  clause,  and  that  clause 
relates  to  the  act  which  had  not 
yet  gone  into  operation.  It  re- 
peals the  clause  in  that  act, 
which  relates  to  the  duty  on 
woollens,  and  then  re-inserts  a 
scale  of  duty  in  its  room.  He 
did  not  believe,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  constitution  so 
far  to  restrict  the  right  of  the 
senate  as  to  preclude  the  origi* 
nating  of  a  bill  to  repeal  any  ex. 
isting  law.  Bills  which  come 
from  the  house  were  subject  in 
the  senate  to  any  amendmept 
which  a  member  may  make,  and 
which  the  senate  may  think  pro- 
per to  make.  It  was  perfectly 
clear  that  if  there  was  any  thing 
objectionable  in  the  details  of  the 
bill,  it  could  be  corrected  in  its 
progress  after  it  had  been  intro- 
duced. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said,  he 
would  make  but  one  or  two  ob- 
servations. Entirely  approving 
of  the  object  for  which  this  bill 
was  introduced — he  should  give 
his  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  it.  He 
who  loves  the  Union,  must  de- 
sire to  see  this  agitating  question 
brought  to  a  termination.  Until 
it  should  be  terminated,  we  could 
not  expect  the  restoration  of 
peace  or  harmony,  or  a  sound 
condition  of  things,  throughout 
the  country.  He  believed  that 
to  the  unhappy  divisions  which 
had  kept  the  northern  and  south-, 
em  states  apart  from  each  other, 
the  present  entirely  degraded 
condition  of  the  countrv — for  en- 
tirely  degraded  he  believed  it  to 
be,  was  solely  attributable.  The 


general  principles  of  this  bill 
received  his  approbation.  He 
believed  that  if  the  present  diffi- 
cuities  were  to  be  adjusted 
they  must  be  adjusted  on  the 

Crinciples  embraced  in  this 
ill,  of  fixing  ad  valorem  duties, 
except  in  the  few  cases  in  the 
bill  to  which  specific  duties  were 
assigned.  He  said  that  it  had 
been  his  fate  to  occupy  a  position 
as  hostile  as  any  one  could  in 
reference  to  the  protecting 
policy ;  but,  if  it  depended  on 
nis  will,  he  would  not  give  his 
vote  for  the  prostration  of  the 
manufacturing  interests.  Avery 
large  capital  had  been  invested 
in  manufactures,  which  had  been 
of  great  service  to  the  country, 
and  he  would  never  give  his 
vote  to  suddenly  withdraw  all 
those  duties  by  which  that  capi- 
tal was  sustained  in  the  channel 
into  which  it  had  been  directed. 
But  he  would  only  vote  for  the 
ad  valorem  system  of  duties, 
which  he  deemed  the  most  bene- 
ficial and  the  most  equiiable.  At 
this  time  he  did  not  rise  to  go 
into  a  consideration  of  any  of  the 
details  of  this  bill,  as  such  a 
course  would  be  premature,  and 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
senate.  There  were  some  of 
the  provisions  which  had  his  en- 
tire approbation,  and  there  were 
some  to  which  he  objected.  But 
he  looked  upon  these  minor 
points  of  difierence,  as  points  in 
the  settlement  of  which  no  difli- 
culty  would  occur,  when  gen- 
tlemen met  together  in  that  spirit 
of  mutual  compromise,  which  he 
doubted  not,  would  be  brought 
into  their  deliberations,  without 
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mt  all  yielding  the  constitutional  under  consideration  is  a  bill  to 

question  as  to  the  right  of  protec*  raise  revenue.     The   term,  as 

tion.  used  in  the  constitution,  implies 

Mr.  Dickerson  said  that,  as  the  collecting  and  bringing  mo- 
the  ayes  and  noes  had  been  or-  ney  into  the  treasury.  This  was 
dered,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  the  view  he  had  always  taken  of 
give  a  reason  why  he  should  feel  the  meaning  of  the  clause.  And 
himself  constrained  to  vote  he  hoped  that  the  senator  from 
against  the  granting  of  leave.  It  Kentucky  would  excuse  him,  if^ 
was  not  in  reference  to  the  merits  on  the  ayes  and  noes  being  taken, 
of  the  bill ;  nor  that  he  strongly  be  should  record  his  vote  in  the 
and  entirely  approved  or  dis*  negative.  Not  that  be  was 
approved  of  any  of  its  provi-  against  the  bill,  although  he  had 
sions,  that  he  should  record  his  strong  doubts  whether,  at  this 
vote.  Such  a  bill  as  this  could  late  period  of  the  session,  it 
not,  in  his  opinion,  originate  in  couldfoeproductiveof  any  good 
the  senate.  The  gentleman  consequences, 
from  Kentucky  knew  that  he  Mr.  Webster  said,  that  as,  by 
was,  in  no  instance,  disposed  to  its  title,  the  bill  appeared  to  be 
go  against  any  motion  which  merely  a  bill  to  modify  the  ex- 
came  within  the  rules  and  rights  istinff  revenue  laws,  it  could 
of  the  senate.  He  stated  that  hardly  be  rejected,  as  a  bill  for 
he  had  originated  the  bill  to  raising  revenue,  which  ought  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  originate  in  the  other  housOt 
by  the  instruction  of  the  com-  since  there  arc  many  particu- 
mittee.  lars,  in  which  all  the  existing  re- 

The  gentleman  from  Ken-  venue  laws  might  be  modified, 
tucky  said  this  was  not  a  bill  the  without  raising  more  or  less  re- 
object  of  which  was  to  raise  the  venue.  As  the  bill  has  not  been 
revenue.  Now  he  (Mr.  D.)  read,  (said  Mr.  W.),  we  seem  to 
thought  that  although  a  bill  know  no  more  of  it,  regularly, 
might  be  nominally  a  bill  to  re-  than  its  title  purports.  That 
duce  the  revenue,  some  of  its  title  describes  a  bill,  which  may 
provisions,  by  reducing  duties,  constitutionally  originate  in  the 
might  so  operate  as  to  raise  the  senate ;  I  shall,  therefore,  vote 
amount  ot  revenue  collected,  for  the  leave. 
He  did  not,  however,  read  the  But  I  feel  it  my  duty,  Mn 
clause  in  the  constitution  in  the  President,  to  say  a  word  or  two 
same  way  as  the  gentleman  upon  the  measure  itself.  It  is 
from  Kentucky  did.  To  raise  impossible  that  diis  proposition 
revenue  according  to  the  mean-  of  the  honourable  member  from 
ing  of  that  instrument,  was  en-  Kentucky  should  not  excite  in 
tirely  a  distinct  thing  from  a  the  country  a  very  strong  sensa- 
mere  question  of  the  modifica-  tion ;  and  in  the  relation  in  which 
tion  of  duties.  We  have  a  bill  I  stand  to  the  subject,  I  am  anx- 
which  has  been  passed  to  raise  ious,  at  an  early  moment,  to  say, 
l^evenue,  and  this  which  is  now  that  as  far  aa  I  understand  the 
11 
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bill,  from  the  gentleman's  state- 
meDt  of  it,  there  are  principles 
in  it  to  which  I  &o  not,  at  pre- 
sent, see  how  I  can  ever  concur. 
If  I  understand  the  plan,  the 
result  of  it  will  be  a  well  under- 
stood surrender  o(  the  power  of 
discrimination,  or  a  stipulaticm 
not  to  use  that  power,  in  the  hy- 
ing duties  on  imports,  after  the 
d£;ht  or  nine  years  have  expired. 
This  appear?  tome  to  be  matter 
of  great  moment  I  he^tate  to 
be  a  party  to  any  such  stipula- 
tion. The  honourable  member 
admits,  that  though  there  will 
be  no  positive  surrender  of  the 
power,  there  will  be  a  stipulation 
not  to  exercise  it ;  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  amity,  as  he  says, 
which  no  American  statesman 
can  hereafter  stand  up  to  violate. 
For  one,  sir,  I  am  not  ready  to 
enter  into  the  treaty.  I  propose, 
so  &r  as  depends  on  me,  to  leave 
all  our  successors  in  congress  as 
free  to  act  as  we  are  ourselves. 

The  honourable  member  from 
Kentucky  says  the  tariff  is  in  im- 
minent danger ;  that  if  not  de- 
stroyed this  session,  it  cannot 
hope  to  survive  the  next.  This 
may  be  so ;  but  if  it  be  so>  it  is 
because  the  American  people 
will  not  sanction  the  tarin ;  and 
if  they  will  not,  why,  then,  sir, 
it  cannot  be  sustained  at  all.  I 
am  not  auite  so  despairing  as  the 
honouraole  member  seems  to  be. 
I  know  nothing  which  has  hap- . 
pened,  within  the  last  six  or  ei^nt 
months,  changing,  so  materiallv, 
the  prospects  of  the  tariff.  I  do 
not  despair  of  the  success  of  an 
appeal  to  the  American  people, 
to  take  a  just  care  of  their  own 
iniexestf,  and  not  to  sacrifice 


those  vast  intesests  which  fiave 
grown  up  under  the  laws  of  coi>- 
grcsflL 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  that  as  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  would 
not  strike  out  from  the  bill  the 
clause  which  be  (Mr.  F.)  had 
considered  as  exceptionable,  and 
as  he  found  himself  in  a  situ> 
ation  not  to  be  sustained  by 
many  votes,  he  wished  to  fortify 
himself  behind  a  decision,  of  the 
▼ice  president  (Mr.  Calhoun)  on 
a  former  bill,  very  similar  to  the 
present,  A  senator  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  Benton)  who  was 
now  in  his  seat,  asked  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  modify  the  du- 
ties on  alum  salt.  The  very 
objection  was  made  to  that  bill, 
which  he  now  made  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill  of  the  sena- 
tor from  Kentucky.  The  pre- 
sident had  decided  that  as  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports, 
in  which  salt  was  an  item,  was 
before  the  senate,  the  bill  of  the 
senator  from  Missouri  would 
not  be  in  order.  There  was  a 
clause  in  this  bill  to  raise  the 
duty.  On  this  point  his  objec- 
tion was  founded.  Gentlemen 
might  place  what  construction 
they  chose  on  the  term  raising 
revenue.  Used  separately  for 
raising  or  reducing  revenue,  the 
originating  of  the  bill  in  this 
house  was  unconstitutional ;  but 
when  a  bill  embraced  both  rais- 
ing and  reducing,  it  was  con- 
stitutional. He  begged  to  dis- 
claim any  idea  of  opposing  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  on  any 
other  ground. 

Mr.  Forsyth  expressed  regret 
that  he  should  have  created  so 
much  discussion.    He  did  not 
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oppose  the  object  of  the  bill ;  he  whole  of  its  provisions,  even  the 
would  not  have  raised  his  voice  title,  might  be  stricken  out.  He 
on  the  subject,  if  the  motion  did  admitted  that  it  was  the  practice 
not  call  on  him  to  violate  a  pro-  to  call  all  these  bills  revenue 
vision  of  the  constitution  of  the  bills.  This  bill,  however,  might 
United  States.  He  had  refer-  with  more  propriety  be  called  a 
red  the  senate  to  a  case,  in  which  bill  for  the  reduction  of  protec- 
the  chair  had  evinced  an  inclina-  tioo.  In  reference  to  the  bill  of 
tion  to  decide  that  the  bill  could  the  senator  from  Missouri*  it 
not  be  received.  At  the  time  originated  in  this  body,  and  coo- 
when  this  intimation  was  given,  tained  an  item  raising  the  rate 
he  ^M r.  F.)  had  thought  that  the  o(  duty,  and  it  was  on  the  ques- 
decision  was  incorrect,  and  that  tion  oil  the  second  reading  that 
then,  as  now,  it  was  a  question  the  president  intimated  a  ooubt 
for  the  decision  o£  the  senate,  whether  it  was  in  order, 
and  not  of  die  president.  A  bill  He  expressed  his  great  regret 
of  this  character,  however,  ought  that  the  senator  from  Massachu- 
to  pass  first  under  the  considera-  setts  did  not  view  this  measure 
tion  of  the  immediate  represen-  in  so  fiivourable  a  light  at  this 
Natives  of  the  people.  He  refu-  moment,  as  he  hoped  that  he 
3ed  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  would  do  on  further  examination 
because  the  constitution  forbids  of  the  bill.  In  reference  to  the 
that  the  first  action  on  a  bill  of  dangers  which  surround  the  ta- 
this  character  should  be  in  the  riff,  he  would  say  that  he  be- 
.senate.  He  had  suggested,  with  lieved  that  there  was  a  majority 
a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
that  the  objectionable  clause  decidedly  in  favour  of  protection 
should  be  stricken  out  The  in  some  form.  Still  he  believed 
senator  from  Kentucky  had  no  that  from  some  causes,  which 
especial  favour  for  it ;  but  the  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  setts  was  as  well  informed  of  as 
not  met  his  wishes.  He  would  himself,  the  system  was  at  this 
now,  with  a  view  to  get  over  moment  exposed  to  very  great 
the  difficulty,  move  to  amend  the  danger.  He  concurred  with 
fnoti<m  for  leave,  by  adding  to  it  his  friend  from  Massachusetts  in 
the  words  **  with  the  exception  the  opinion,  that  these  dangers 
of  those  clauses  which  raise  the  might  be  temporary  in  their  na- 
duties  on  the  articles  named  ture,  and  might  be  followed  by 
therein."  a  reaction,  during  which  the  ta- 

The  chair  pronounced  the  rifTof  protection  might  be  revi- 
motion  to  amend  to  be  out  of  ved.  For  one,  he  would  say, 
order.  without  any  affectation,  that  he 

Mr.  Clay  said,  that  the  clause  felt  himself  to  be  growing  old. 
which  the  senator  from  Georgia  He  had  seen  enough  of  turmoil 
wishes  to  have  stricken  out  was  and  strife;  and  if  they  could 
essential  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  adopt  any  measure  which  would 
In  the  progress  of  the  bill,  the    pacify  the  country,  he  would  not 
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trouble  himself  concerning  what 
might  be  the  eflfect  of  it  some 
eight  or  nine  years  hence,  but 
would  take  the  present  practical 
good,  and  remove  that  alienation 
of  feeling  wnich  has  so  long  ex- 
isted between  certain  parts  of 
this  widely  spread  confederacy, 
so  as  to  enable  us  to  transmit  to 
after  times  the  substantial  bless- 
ings, as  well  as  the  name,  of  the 
glorious  fabric  of  wisdom  whirh 
our  fathers  bequeathed  to  us. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
was  then,  with  the  assent  of  the 
senate,  withdrawn,  and  leave 
givien  to  introduce  the  bill. 

The  next  day,  February  13, 
pursuant  to  a  notice  given  in  the 
debate  of  the  previous  day,  Mr. 
Webster  crfTered  the  following 
resolutions : 

Re$olvedf    That    the    annual 
revenues  of  the  country  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  exceed  a 
just  estimate  of  the  wants  of  the 
government;   and  that  as  soon 
as  it  shall  be  ascertained,  with 
reasonable    certainty,    that  the 
rates  of  duties  on  imports,  as  esta- 
blished by  the  act  of  July  14, 
1832,  wiU  yield  an  excess  over 
those  wants,  provision  ought  to 
be  made  for  their  reduction ;  and 
that  in  making  this   reduction, 
just  regard  should  be  had  to  the 
various  interests  and  opinions  of 
different  parts  of  the  country,  so 
as  most  effectually  to  preserve 
the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the 
Union,  and  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  and  promote 
the  general  welfare  of  the  whole. 
But  whereas,  it  is  certain  that 
the  diminution  of  the  rates  of  du- 
ties on  some  articles,  would  in- 
crease, instead  of  reducing,  the 
aggregate  amount  of  revenue 


collected  on  such  articles ;  aodf 
virhereas,  in  remrd  to  such  arti« 
cles  as  it  has  been  the  policy  of 
the  country  to  protect,  a  sKght 
reduction  of  one  might  produce 
essential  injury,  and  even  dis- 
tress, to  lar^e  classes  of  the  conv- 
munity,  while  another  might  bear 
a  larger  reduction  without  any 
such  consequences ;  but  where- 
as, also,  there  are  many  articles, 
the  duties  on  which  might  be  re- 
duced, or  altogether  aboHshed, 
without  producing  any  other 
effect  than  the  reduction  of  reve- 
nue: Therefore, 

Resolvedj   That  in  reducing 
the  rates  of  duties  imposed  on 
imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th 
July  aforesaid,  it  is  not  wise  or 
judicious  to  proceed  by  way  of 
an  equal  reauction,  per  centum^ 
on  all  articles  :  but  that,  as  well 
the  amount,  as  the  time  of  re- 
duction, ought  to  be  fixed,  in  re- 
spect to  the  several  articles  dis- 
tinctly,  having   due    regard  in 
each  case  to  the  questions,  whe- 
ther the  proposed  reduction  will 
affect  revenue  alone,  or  how  fiur 
it  will    operate    injuriously  on 
those    domestic     manufactures 
hitherto     protected,    especially 
such  as  are  essential  in  time  of 
war,  and  such,  also,  as  have  been 
established  on  the  faith  of  exist* 
ing  laws :  and  above  all,  how  far 
such    proposed    reduction   will 
affect  tne  rates  of  wages,  and  the 
earnings  of  American   manual 
labour. 

Resolvedy  That  it  is  unwise  and 
injudicious,  in  regulating  imports, 
to  adopt  a  plan  hitherto  equally 
unknown  in  the  history  of  this 
government,  and  in  the  practice 
of  all  enlightened  nations,  which 
shall  either  immediately  or  proa- 
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pectirely  reject  all  discrimina-  The  debate  on  tiie  enforcing 

tion  in  articles  to  be  taxed,  whe-  bill  was  then  resumed  and  con* 

ther  they  be  articles  of  necessity  tinned  by  Mr.  Rives,  who  sua* 

or  luxury,  of  genera]  consump-  tained  the  course  of  the  presi« 

tion,  or  of  limited  consumption,  dent,    and    drew  a  distinction 

and  whether  they  be,  or  be  not,  between  the  doctrines  of  South 

such  as  are  manufactured  and  Carolina  and  these  promulgated 

produced  at  home ;  and  which  by  Virginia  in  1798,  which  he 

shall  confine  all  duties  to  one  equal  said  went  no  farther  than  an  as- 

rate  per  centum,  on  all  articles,  sertion  of  a  right  on  the  part  of  a 

Resolvedf  That  since  the  peo-  state  to  declare  a  law  of  con* 

pie  of  the  United  States  have  de-  ^ss    to    be     unconstitutional, 

prived  the  state  governments  of  but  not  of  a  right  to  annul  the 

all  power  of  fostering  manufac-  law. 

tures,  however  indispensable,  in  This  called  up  Mr.  Calhoun, 

peace  or  in  war,  or  however  im-  who,  in  a  long  and  able  speech, 

Eortant  to  national  independence,  defended  the  grounds  assumed 
y  commercial  regulations,  or  by  his  native  state.  Mr.  Cal- 
by  laying  duties  on  imports,  and  houn  said,  he  knew  not  which 
have  transferred  the  whole  au-  was  most  objectionable,  the  pro* 
thority  to  make  such  regulations,  vision  of  the  bill,  or  the  temper 
and  to  lay  such  duties,  to  the  in  which  its  adoption  had  been 
congress  of  the  United  States ;  urged.  If  the  extraordinary 
congress  cannot  surrender  or  powers  with  which  the  bill  pro- 
abandon  such  power,  compati-  posed  to  clothe  the  executive,  to 
bly  with  its  constitutional  duty ;  the  utter  prostration  of  the  con- 
and,  therefore,  stitution,  and  the  rights  of  the 
Resolved^  That  no  law  ought  states,  be  calculated  to  impress 
to  be  passed  on  the  subject  of  our  minds  with  alarm  at  the 
imports,  containing  any  stipula-  rapid  progress  of  despotism  in 
tion,  express  or  implied,  or  giv-  our  country ;  the  zeal  with 
ing  any  pledge  or  assurance,  di-  which  every  circumstance  cal- 
rect  or  indirect,  which  shall  tend  culated  to  misrepresent  or  ex- 
to  restrain  congress  from  the  full  aggerate  the  conduct  of  Carolina 
exercise,  at  all  times  hereafter,  in  the  controversy,  was  seized 
of  all  its  constitutional  powers,  on,  with  a  view  to  excite  hos* 
in  giving  reasonable  protection  tility  against  her,  but  too  plainly 
to  American  industry,  counter-  indicated  the  deep  decay  of  that 
vailing  the  policy  of  foreign  na-  brotherly  feeling  which  once  ex- 
tions,  and  maintaining  the  sub-  isted  betwen  those  states,  and  to 
stantial  independence  of  the  U.  which  we  are  indebted  for  our 
States.  beautiful  federal  system.  It  was 
The  bill  was  then  referred,  not  his  intention,  he  said,  to  ad- 
after  some  discussion,  to  a  select  vert  to  all  the  misrepresentations, 
committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  but  there  were  some  so  well  cal- 
Clay,  Calhoun,  Grundy,  Web-  culated  to  mislead  the  mind  as 
ster,  ClaytODf  Rives,  and  Dallas,  to  the  real  character  of  the  con- 
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troversv,  and  hold  up  the  state 
in  a  light  so  odious,  that  he  did 
not  feel  himself  justified  in  per- 
mitting them  to  pass  unnoticed. 
Among  them,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  was  the  false  state- 
ment that  the  object  of  South 
Carolina  was  to  exempt  herself 
from  her  share  of  the  public 
burthens,  while  she  participated 
in  the  advantages  of  the  govern- 
ment. If  the  charge  were  true — 
if  the  state  were  capable  of  being 
actuated  by  such  low  and  un- 
worthy motives,  mother,  as  he 
considered  her,  he  would  not 
stand  up  on  this  floor  to  vindi- 
cate her  conduct.  Amon^  her 
faults,  and  faults  he  would  not 
deny  she  had,  no  one  had  ever 
yet  charged  her  with  that  low  and 
most  sordid  of  vices — avarice. 
Her  conduct,  on  all  occasions, 
had  been  marked  with  the  very 
opposite  quality.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  revolu- 
tion— firom  its  first  breaking  out 
at  Boston  till  this  hour,  no  state 
had  been  more  profuse  of  its 
blood  in  the  cause  of  the  country ; 
nor  had  any  contributed  so  large- 
ly to  the  common  treasury,  in 
proportion  to  her  wealth  and 
population.  She  had,  in  that 
proportion,  contributed  more  to 
the  exports  of  the  Union,  on  the 
exchange  of  which,  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  public  burden  had 
oeen  levied,  than  any  other  state. 
No,  the  controversy  was  not 
such  as  has  been  stated ;  the 
state  did  not  seek  to  participate 
in  the  advantages  of  the  govern- 
ment without  contributing  her 
full  share  to  the  public  treasury. 
Her  object  was  far  dififerent   A 


deep  constitutional  question  lay 
at  the  bottom  of  the  controversy. 
The  real  question  at  issue  is,  has 
the  government  a  right  to  im- 
pose burdens  on  the  capital  and 
industry  of  one  portion  of  the 
country,  not  with  a  view  to  re- 
venue, but  to  the  benefit  of  ano- 
ther ;  and  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  after  the  long  and 
deep  agitation  of  this  controver- 
sy, it  was  with  surprise  that  he 
perceived  so  strong  a  disposition 
to  misrepresent  its  real  charac- 
ter. To  correct  the  impression 
which  those  misrepresentations 
were  calculated  to  make,  he 
would  dwell  on  the  point  under 
consideration  for  a  few  moments 
longer. 

The  federal  government  has, 
by  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  the  right  to  lay  du- 
ties on  imports.  The  state  has 
never  denied  or  resisted  this 
right;  nor  even  thought  of  so 
doing.  The  government  has, 
however,  not  been  contented 
with  exercising  this  power  at 
she  had  a  right  to  do,  but  had 
ffone  a  step  beyond  it,  by  laying 
imposts,  not  for  revenue,  but  for 
protection.  This  the  state  con- 
sidered as  an  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  power — ^highly  inju- 
rious and  oppressive  to  her  and 
the  other  staple  states,  and  had 
accordingly  met  it  with  the  most 
determined  resistance.  He  did 
not  intend  to  enter,  at  this  time, 
into  the  argument,  as  to  the  un- 
constitutionality of  the  protec- 
tive system.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary. It  is  sufficient  that  the 
power  is  no  where  granted;  and 
that  from  the  journals  of  the 
convention  which    formed  the 
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crnistitutiony  it  would  seem  that  not  to  resist  laws  made  in  pursu- 
it had  been  refused.  In  sup-  ance  of  the  constitution ;  but 
port  of  the  journals,  he  micnt  those  made  without  its  authority, 
cite  the  statement  of  Luther  and  which  encroach  on  her  re* 
Martin,  which  had  already  been  served  powers.  She  claims  not 
referred  to,  to  show  that  the  con-  even  the  right  of  judging  of  the 
▼ention,  so  far  from  conferring  delegated  powers ;  but  of  those 
the  power  on  the  federal  go-  that  are  reserved,  and  to  resist 
vemment,  had  left  to  the  state  the  the  former  when  they  encroach 
ri^ht  to  impose  duties  on  imports,  upon  the  latter.  He  would  pause 
with  the  express  view  of  enabling  to  illustrate  this  important  point, 
the  several  states  to  protect  their  All  must  admit  tnat  there  are 
own  manu&ctures.  Notwith-  delegated  and  reserved  powers; 
standin^this,  congress  had  assu-  and  that  the  powers  reserved 
med,  without  any  warrant  from  are  reserved  to  the  states  re- 
the  constitution,  the  ri^ht  of  ex-  spectively.  The  powers  then 
ercising  this  most  important  of  the  government  are  divided 
power,  and  had  so  exercised  it,  between  the  general  and  the  state 
as  to  impose  a  ruinous  burden  governments;  and  the  point  im- 
on  the  labour  and  capital  of  the  mediately  under  consideration 
state,  by  which  h^r  resources  is,  whether  a  state  has  any  right 
were  exhausted — the  enjoyments  to  judge  as  to  the  extent  of  its 
of  her  citizens  curtailed — the  reserved  powers,  and  to  defend 
means  of  education  contracted —  them  against  the  encroachments 
and  all  her  interests  essentially  of  the  general  government, 
and  injuriously  affected.  Without  going  deepiv  into  this 
There  was  another  misstate-  point,  at  this  stage  of'^the  argu- 
ment as  to  the  nature  of  the  con-  ment,  or  looking  into  the  nature 
troversy  so  frequently  made  in  or  origin  of  me  government, 
debate,  and  so  well  calculated  there  was  a  simple  view  of  the 
to  mislead,  that  he  felt  bound  to  subject  which  he  considered  as 
notice  it.  It  has  been  said  that  conclusive.  The  vervidea  of  a 
South  Carolina  claims  the  right  divided  power  implied  the  right, 
to  annul  the  constitution  and  on  the  part  of  the  state,  for 
laws  of  the  United  States  ;  and  which  he  contended.  The  ex- 
to  rebut  this  supposed  claim,  the  pression  was  metaphorical  when 

gmtleman  from   Virginia  (Mr.  applied   to  power.    Every  one 

ives)  has  gravely  quoted  the  readily  understands  that  the  di- 

constitution    to  prove  that  the  vision  of  matter  consists  in  the 

constitution,  and  the  laws  made  separation  of  the  parts.    But,  in 

in  pursuance  thereof,  are  the  this  sense,  it  was  not  applicable 

supreme  laws  of  the  land ;  as  if  to  power.  What,  then,  is  meant 

the  state  claimed  the  ri^ht  to  by  a  division  of  power  1    He 

act  contrary  to  this  provision  of  could  not  conceive  of  a  division, 

the  constitution.     Nothing  can  without  giving  an  equal  right  to 

be  more  erroneous;  her  object  is  each  to  judge  of  the  extent  of 
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the  pow«r  allotted  to  each.  Such 
light,  be  held  to  be  essential  to 
md  existence  of  a  divisioa ;  and 
diat  to  give  to  either  party  the 
conclusive  right  of  juoging  not 
only  the  share  allotted  to  it,  but 
of  that  allotted  to  the  other,  was 
to  annul  the  division,  and  would 
confer  the  whole  power  on  the 

J  arty  vested  with  such  right 
iut  it  is  contended  that  the  con- 
stitution has  conferred  on  the 
supreme  court  the  right  of  judg- 
ing between  the  states  and  the 
general  ^vemment  Those  who 
make  this  objection,  overlooked, 
be  conceivecC  an  important  pro* 
vision  of  the  constitution.  By 
turning  to  the  10th  amended  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  reservation  of 
power  to  the  states  is  not  only 
against  tfie  powers  delegated  to 
congress,  but  against  the  United 
States  themselves ;  and  extends 
of  course,  as  well  to  the  judiciary 
as  to  the  other  departments  of 
the    government     The  article 

1>rovides  that  all  powers,  not  de- 
egated  to  the  United  States,  or 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are 
reserved  to  the  states  respect- 
ively, or  to  the  people.  This 
presents  the  inquiry,  what  pow- 
ers are  del^^ted  to  the  United 
States  7  They  may  be  classed 
under  four  divisions :  First,  those 
that  are  delegated  by  the  states 
to  each  other,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  constitution  may  be  altered 
or  amended  by  three  fourths  of 
the  states,  when,  without  which, 
it  would  have  required  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  alL  Next,  the 
powers  conferred  upon  congress, 
then  those  on  the  president ;  and, 
finally,  those  on  the  judicial  de- 


partment ;  all  of  which  are  par- 
ticularly enumerated  in  the  parts 
of  the  constitution  which  organ- 
izes the  respective  departments. 
The  reservation  of  powers  to 
the  states  is,  as  he  has  said, 
agamst  the  whole,  and  is  as  full 
against  the  judicial,  as  it  is 
against  the  executive  and  legisla« 
tive  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment.  It  could  not  be  claimed 
for  the  one,  without  claiming  it 
for  the  whole,  and  without,  in 
&ct,  annulling  this  important 
provision  of  the  constitution. 
Against  this,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  conclusive  view  of  the 
subject,  it  has  been  urged  that 
this  power  is  expressly  conferred 
on  the  supreme  court,  by  that 
portion  of  the  constitution 
which  provides,  that  the  judicial 
power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  treaties  made 
under  their  authority.  He  be- 
lieved the  assertion  to  be  utterly 
destitute  of  any  foundation,  it 
obviously  was  the  intention 
of  the  constitution,  simply  to 
make  the  judicial  power  com- 
mensurate with  the  law-making 
and  treaty-making  powers ;  and 
to  vest  it  with  the  right  of  ap- 
plying the  constitution,  the  laws 
and  the  treaties,  to  the  cases 
which  might  arise  under  them ; 
and  not  to  make  it  the  judge  of 
the  constitution,  the  laws  and 
the  treaties  themselves.  In  fact, 
the  power  of  applying  the  laws 
to  the  facts  of  tne  case,  and  deci- 
ding upon  such  apf^cation,  con- 
stitutes in  truth  the  judicial  pow- 
er. The  distinction  between 
such  power,  and  that  of  judging 
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of  the  laws,  would  be  perfectly  them  to  a  particular  case,  the 
apparent  when  we  advert  to  judge  could  not  avoid  pronoun- 
what  is  the  ackowledged  power  cing  in  favour  of  the  superior 
of  the  court  in  reference  to  trea-  against  the  inferior.  It  was  from 
ties  or  compacts  between  sove-  this  necessity,  and  this  alone, 
reigns.  It  was  perfectly  esta-  that  the  power  which  is  now  set 
blished,  that  the  courts  have  no  up  to  overrule  the  rights  of  the 
riglit  to  judge  of  the  violation  of  states,  against  an  express  provi- 
treaties  ;  and  that,  in  reference  sion  of  the  constitution,  was  dc- 
to  them,  their  power  is  limited  rived.  It  had  no  other  origin, 
to  the  right  of  judging,  simply  That  he  had  traced  it  to  its  true 
of  the  violation  of  rights  under  source,  would  be  manifest  from 
them;  andthat  the  right  of  judg-  the  fact,  that  it  was  a  power 
ing  of  infractions  belongs  exclu-  which,  so  far  from  being  con- 
si  vely  to  the  parties  themselves,  ferred  exclusively  on  the  su- 
and  not  to  the  courts ;  of  which  preme  court,  as  was  insisted, 
we  have  an  example  in  the  belonged  to  every  court — ^infe- 
French  treaty,  which  was  de-  rior  and  superior — state  and 
dared  by  congress  null  and  voifl,  general — and  even  to  foreign 
in  consequence  of  its  violation  by  courts. 

the  government  of  France.  He  might  push  the  argument 
Without  such  declaration,  had  a  much  further  against  the  power 
French  citizen  sued  a  citizen  of  of  the  court,  but  he  did  not  deem 
this  country  under  the  treaty,  the  it  necessary,  at  least  in  this  stage 
court  could  have  taken  no  cog-  of  the  discussion.  If  the  views 
nizance  of  its  infraction ;  nor  which  had  already  been  present- 
after  such  a  declaration,  would  ed  be  correct,  and  he  did  not 
it  have  heard  any  argument  or  see  how  they  could  be  resisted, 
proof  going  to  show  that  the  the  conclusion  was  inevitable, 
treaty  had  not  been  violated.  that  the  reserved  powers  were 
The  declaration  of  itself  was  reserved  equally  against  every 
conclusive  on  the  court  But  it  department  of  the  government, 
would  be  asked  how  the  court  and  as  strongly  against  the  judi- 
obtained  the  powers  to  pro-  cial  as  against  the  other  depart- 
Dounce  a  law  or  treaty  uncon-  ments ;  and  of  course  were  left 
stitutional,  when  they  come  in  under  the  exclusive  will  of  the 
conflict  with  that  instrument?  states. 

He  did  not  deny  that  it  possesses  There  still  remained  another 
the  right,  but  he  could  by  no  misrepresentation  of  the  conduct 
means  concede  that  it  was  de-  of  the  state,  which  has  been 
rived  from  the  constitution.  It  made  with  the  view  of  exciting 
had  its  origin  in  the  necessity  of  odium.  He  alluded  to  the  charge 
the  case.  Where  there  were  that  South  Carolina  supported 
two  or  more  rules  established,  thetarifTof  1816,  and  was  there- 
one  from  a  higher,  the  other  from  fore  responsible  for  the  protect- 
a  lower  authority,  which  might  ive  system.  To  determine  the 
come  into  conflict,  in  applying  truth  of  this  charge,  it  becomes 
12 
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necessary  to  ascertain  the  real 
character  of  that  law — ^whether 
it  was  a  tariff  for  revenue  or  for 
protection ;   which  presents  the 
inquiiT  of  what  was  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  at  that  pe- 
riod ?    The  late  war  with  Great 
Britain     had   just   terminated, 
whichy  with  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem that  preceded  it,  had  divert- 
ed a  large  amount  of  capital  and 
industry  from     commerce    to 
manufactures,  particularly  to  the 
cotton  and  woollen    branches. 
There  was  a  debt  at  the  same 
time,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  hanging  over 
the  country;  and  the  heavy  war 
^duties  were  still  in  existence. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the 
ijyestion  was  presented,  to  what 
point  the  duties  ou^ht  to  be  re- 
duced.   That  question  involved 
another — at  what  time  the  debt 
ought  to  be  paidy — which  was  a 
question  of  policy,  involving  in 
its  consideration  all  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  then 
condition  of  the  country.  Among 
the  most  prominent  arguments 
in  favour  of  an  early  discharge 
of  the  debt,  was  that  the  high  du- 
ties which  it  would  require  to 
eflbct  it,  would  have,  at  the  same 
time,  the  effect  of  sustaining  the 
in&nt  manufactures,  which  had 
been  forced  up  under  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted. This  view  of  the  subject 
had  a  decided  influence  in  de- 
termining in  favour  of  an  early 
pajonent  of  the  debt     The  sink- 
ing fund  was  accordingly  raised 
from  seven  to  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, with  the  provision  to  apply 
the  surplus  which  might  remain 
in  the  treasury  as  a  contingent 


appropriation  to  that  fund ;  and 
the  duties  were  graduated  to 
meet  this  increased  expenditure. 
It  was  thus  that  the  policy  and 
justice  of  protecting  the  large 
amount  of  capital  and  industry, 
which  had  been  diverted  by  the 
measures  of  the  government  into 
new  channels,  as  he  had  stated, 
was  combined  with  the  fiscal 
action  of  the  government,  and 
which,  while  it  secured  a  prompt 
payment  of  the  debt,  prevented 
the  immense  losses  to  the  manu- 
facturers which  would  have  fol- 
lowed a  sudden  and  great  reduc- 
tion. Still,  revenue  was  the 
main  object,  and  protection  but 
the  incidental.  The  bill  to  re- 
duce the  duties  was  reported  by 
the  committee  of  ways  ara 
means,  and  not  of  manufactures ; 
and  it  proposed  a  heavy  reduce 
tion  on  the  then  existing  rate  of 
duties.  But  what  of  itself,  with- 
out other  evidence,  was  decisive 
as  to  the  character  of  the  bill,  is 
the  fact  that  it  fixed  a  much 
higher  rate  of  duties  on  the  un- 
protected than  on  the  protected 
articles.  He  would  enumerate 
a  few  leading  articles  onlvs 
woollen  and  cotton  above  the 
value  of  25  cents  on  the  square 
yard,  though  they  were  the  lead- 
m^  objects  of  protection,  were 
subject  to  a  permanent  duty  of 
only  20  per  cent.  Iron,  another 
leading  article  among  the  pro- 
tected, had  a  protection  of  not 
more  than  nine  per  cent,  as 
fixed  by  the  act,  and  of  but  fifteen 
as  reported  in  the  bill.  These 
rates  were  all  below  the  average 
duties  as  fixed  in  the  act,  inclu- 
ding the  protected,  the  unpro- 
tected, and  even  the  free  articles. 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  had  entered  into  chievously  extended ;  and,  t 
some  calculation  in  order  to  that  extent,  he  was  constrained 
ascertain  the  average  rate  of  du-  in  cahdour,  to  acknowledge 
ties  in  the  act  There  was  some  as  he  wished  to  disguise  no- 
uncertainty  in  the  data,  but  he  thing,  the  protective  principle 
felt  assured  that  it  was  not  less  was  recognised  by  the  act  of 
than  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;    1816. 

showing  an  excess  of  the  ave-  With  these  exceptions,  he 
rage  duties  above  that  imposed  again  repeated,  he  saw  nothing 
on  the  protected  articles  enume-  in  the  bill  to  condemn.  Yet,  it 
rated,  of  more  than  ten  per  cent;  was  on  the  ground  that  the 
and  thus  clearly  establishing  the  members  from  the  state  had 
character  of  the  measure,  that  it  voted  for  the  bill,  that  the  at- 
was  for  revenue  and  not  pro-  tempt  was  now  made  to  hold 
tection.  up  Carolina  as  responsible  for 

Looking  back,   even  at  this    the  whole  system  of  protection 
distant  period,  with  all  our  ex-    which  has  since  followed,  though 
perience,  he  perceived  but  two    she  has  resisted  its  progress  in 
errors  in  the  act ;  the  one  in  re-    every  stage.     Was  there  ever 
ference  to  iron,  and  the  other   greater    injustice?      And    how 
the  minimum  duty  on  coarse   was  it  to  be  accounted  for,  but 
cottons.    As  to  the  former,  he   as  forming  a  part  of  that  system- 
conceived  that  the  bill,  as  re-    atic  misrepresentation  and  ca- 
ported,  proposed  a  duty  relative-   lumny,  which  has  been  directed 
IV  too  low,  which  was  still  fur-    for  so  many  years,  without  in- 
ther    reduced    in    its    passage   terruption,  against  that  gallant 
through  congress.    The  duty,  at   and  generous  state. 
first,  was  fixed  at  seventy-five       He  might  add,  that  all  the 
cents  the  hundred  weight;  but,   southern  states  voted  with  South 
hi  the  last  sta^e  of  its  passage,   Carolina  in  support  of  the  bill ; 
it  was  reduced  by  a  sort  of  ca-   not  that  they  had  any  interest 
price,  occasioned  by  an  unfortu-   in    manufactures,  but    on    the 
nate  motion,  to  forty-five  cents,   ground  that  they  had  supported 
This  injustice  was  severely  felt   the  war,  and  of  course  felt  a 
in  Pennsylvania,  the  state,  aoove    corresponding  obligation  to  sus- 
all  others,  most  productive  of  tain  those  establishments  which 
iron,    and    was    the    principal    had  grown  up  under  the  encour- 
cause  of  that  great   re-action,   agement  it  had  incidentally  af- 
which  has  since  thrown  her  so   forded ;  while  most  of  the  New- 
decidedly  on  the  sideof  thepro-    England  members  were  oppo- 
tective  policy.    The  other  error   sed  to  the  measure,  principally, 
was  that,  as  to  coarse  cottons,   as  he  believed,  on  opposite  prin- 
on  which  the  duty  was  as  much    ciples. 

too  high,  as  that  on  iron  was  too  He  had  now,  he  trusted,  satis- 
low.  It  introduced,  besides,  the  factorily"  repelled  the  charge 
obnoxious  minimum  principle,  against  the  state,  in  reference  Xo 
which  has  since  been  so  mis-   the   tariff  of  1816.    Whatever 
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support  the  state  had  given  to 
the  bill,  had  originated  in  the 
most  disinterested  motives. 

There  was  not,  within  the 
limits  of  the  state,  so  far  as  his 
memory  served  him,  a  single 
cotton  or  woollen  establishment. 
Her  whole  dependence  was  on 
agriculture,  and  the  cultivation 
of  two  great  staples,  rice  and 
cotton.  Her  obvious  policy  was 
to  keep  open  the  market  of  the 
world  unchecked  and  unrestrict- 
ed— to  buy  cheap,  and  to  sell 
high :  but  from  a  feeling  of  kind- 
ness, combined  with  a  sense  of 
justice,  she  added  her  support  to 
the  bill.  We  had  been  told  by 
the  agents  of  the  manufacturers, 
that  the  protection  which  the 
measure  afforded  would  be  suf- 
ficient ;  to  which  we  the  more 
readily  conceded,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered as  a  final  adjustment  of 
the  question. 

Let  us  now,  said  Mr.  C, 
turn  our  eyes  forward,  and  see 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of 
the  parties  to  this  arrangement. 
Have  Carolina  and  the  south  dis- 
turbed this  adjustment?  No, 
they  have  never  raised  their 
voice  in  a  single  instance  against 
it;  even  though  this  measure, 
moderate  comparatively  as  it  is, 
was  felt  with  no  inconsiderable 
pressure  in  their  interests.  Was 
this  example  imitated  on  the  op- 
posite side?  Far  otherwise. 
Scarcely  had  the  president 
signed  his  name,  before  applica- 
tion was  made  for  an  increase  of 
duties,  which  was  repeated  with 
demands  continually  growing, 
till  the  passage  of  ^e  act  of 
1828.  What  course,  now,  he 
would  ask,  did  it  become  Caro- 


lina to  pursue  in  reference  W 
these  demands  7  Instead  of  ac- 
quiescing in  them  because  she 
had  acted  generously  in  adjust- 
ing the  tariff  of  1816;  she  saw 
in  her  generosity  on  that  occa- 
sion, additional  motives  for  that 
firm  and  decided  resistance 
which  she  has  since  made  against 
the  system  of  protection.  She 
accordingly  commenced  a  sys- 
tematic opposition  to  all  farther 
encrochments,  which  continued 
from  1818  till  1828;  by  discus- 
sions and  by  resolutions ;  by  re- 
monstrances and  by  protests, 
through  her  legislature.  These 
all  proved  insufficient  to  stem 
the  current  of  encroachment  i 
but  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
pressure  of  her  industry,  she 
never  despaired  of  relief,  till  the 

Eassaee  of  the  act  of  1828 — that 
ill  of  abominations — engender- 
ed by  avarice  and  political  in- 
trigue. Its  adoption  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  state,  and  gave  a  new 
character  to  the  controversy. 
Till  then,  the  question  had  been, 
whether  the  protective  system 
was  constitutional  and  expe- 
dient, but  after  that,  she  no  lon- 
ger considered  the  question 
whether  the  right  of  regulating 
the  industry  of  the  states  was 
a  reserved  or  delegated  power; 
but  what  right  a  state  possesses 
to  defend  her  reserved  powers 
against  the  encroachments  of 
the  federal  government ;  a  ques- 
tion, on  the  decision  of  which, 
the  value  of  all  the  reserved 
powers  depends.  The  passa^ 
of  the  act  of  1828,  with  all  its 
objectionable  features,  and  under 
the  odious  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  adopted,  had  al* 
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Ihont,  if  not  entirely,  closed  the  they  reserved  in  forming  the 
door  of  hope  through  the  general  federal  government, 
government.  It  aiiorded  conclu*  But  while  this  active  canvass 
sive  evidence  that  no  reasonable  was  carried  on,  which  looked  to 
prospect  of  relief  from  congress  the  reserved  powers  as  their 
could  be  entertained;  yet  the  final  redress,  if  all  others  failed, 
near  approach  of  the  period  of  the  state,  at  the  same  time,  che- 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  rished  a  hope,  as  I  have  already 
and  elevation  of  General  Jack-  stated,  that  the  election  of  Gen. 
son  to  the  presidency,  still  af-  Jackson  to  the  presidency,  would 
forded  a  ray  of  hope — not  so  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  resort 
strong,  however,  as  to  prevent  to  extremities.  He  was  identi- 
the  state  from  turning  her  eyes,  fied  with  the  interests  of  the 
for  final  relief,  to  her  reserved  staple  states — and,  having  the 
powers.  same  interest,  it  was  believed* 

Under    these    circumstances    that  his  great  popularity,  a  popu- 
commenced  tliat  inquiry  into  the    larity  of  the  strongest  character, 
nature  and  extent  of  the  reserved    as  it  rested  on  military  services, 
powers  of  a  state,  and  the  means    would  enable  him,  as  they  hoped, 
which  they  afibrded  of  resist-    gradually  to  bring   down    llie 
ance  against  the  encroachments    system  of  protection,    without 
of  the    general    government ;    shock  or  injury  to  any  interest, 
which  has  been  pursued  with  so    Under  these  views,  the  canvast 
much  zeal  and  energy,  and  he   in  favour  of  General  Jadcson's 
might  add  intelligence.     Never   election  to  the  presidency  was 
was  there  a  political  discussion    carried  on  with  ^eat  zeal,  in 
carried  on  with  greater  activity,   conjunction  with  that  active  en- 
and   which  appealed  more  di-    quiry  into  the  reserved  powers 
rectly  to  the  intelligence  of  a    of  the  states,  on  which  nnal  re- 
community.      Throughout    the    liance  was  placed.   But  little  did 
whole,  no  address  was  made  to    the  people  of  Carolina  dream, 
the  low  and  vulgar    passions,    that  the  man  whom  they  were 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  discus-   thus  striving  to  elevate  to  the 
fiion    turned    upon    the  higher    highest  seat  of  power,  would 
principles  of  political  economy,   prove  so  utterly  false  to  all  their 
connected  with  the  operations   hopes.    Man  is,  indeed,  ignorant 
of  the  tariff  system,  which  are    of  the  future;  nor  was  there  ever 
calculated  to  show  its  real  bear-    a  stronger  illustration  of  the  ob- 
ing  on  the  interests  of  the  state,   servation,  than  is  afforded  by 
and  on  the  structure  of  our  po-    the  result  of  that  election, 
litical  system ;  going  to  show        Scarcely  had  he  been  elected, 
the  true  character  of  the  rela-   when  it  became  apparent,  from 
tions  between  the  state  and  the    the  organization  of^  his  cabinet, 
general  government;  and  the    and  other  indications,  that  all 
means  which  the  states  possess    their  hopes  of  relief  through  him 
of  defending  those  powers  which    were  blasted.     The  admission 
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of  a  single  indlTidual  into  the 
cabinet,  under  the  circumstanoes 
which  accompanied  that  admis- 
aion,  threw  all  into  confusion. 
The  mischievous  influence  over 
the  president,  through  which 
this  individual  was  admitted  into 
the  cabinet,  soon  became  appa- 
rent. Instead  of  turning  his 
eyes  forward  to  the  period  of 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
which  was  then  near  at  hand, 
and  to  the  present  dangerous 
political  crisis,  which  was  ine- 
vitable, unless  averted  bv  a 
timely  and  wise  system  of  mea- 
sures, the  attention  of  the  presi- 
dent was  absorbed  by  mere 
party  arrangements,  and  cir- 
eumstances  too  disreputable  to 
be  mentioned  here,  except  by 
the  most  distant  allusion. 

It  was  thus  that  the  reason- 
able liope  of  relief,  through  the 
election  of  General  Jackson,  was 
blasted;  but,  still,  one  other 
hope  remained — ^that  the  final 
discharge  of  the  public  debt,  an 
event  near  at  hand,  would  re- 
move our  burden.  That  event 
would  leave  in  the  treasury  a 
large  surplus;  a  surplus  that 
could  not  be  expended  under  the 
most  extravagant  schemes  of 
appropriation,  having  the  least 
colour  of  decency  or  constitu- 
tionality. That  event  at  last  ar- 
rived. At  the  last  session  of 
congress,  it  was  avowed  on  all 
sides,  that  the  public  debt,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  was,  in 
feet,  paid ;  the  small  surplus  re- 
maining being  nearly  covered 
by  the  money  in  the  treasury, 
and  the  bonds  for  duties  which 
bad  already  accrued ;  but  vrith 
the  arrival  of  this  event,  our  last 


hope  was  doomed  to  be  disap- 
pointed.  After  a  long  session  of 
many  months,  and  the  most  ear* 
nest  effort  on  the  part  of  South 
Carolina  and  the  other  southern 
states  to  obtain  reUef,  all  that 
could  be  effected  was  a  small 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  du- 
ties ;  but  a  reduction  of  such  a 
character,  that  while  it  diminish- 
ed the  amount  of  burden,  distri- 
buted thatburden  more  unequally 
than  even  the  obnoxious  act  of 
1828;   reversing  the  principle 
adopted  bv  the  bill  of  1810,  of 
laying  higher  duties  on  the  un- 
protected   than    ihe    protected 
articles,  by    repeating,    ahnost 
entirely,  the  duties  laid  upon  the 
former,  and  emposing  the  bur- 
den,   almost    entirely,   on    the 
latter.     It  was  thus,  diat  instead 
of  relief— instead  of  an  equal 
distribution  of  the  burdens  and 
benefits  of  the  TOvernment  on 
the  payment  of  me  debt,  as  had 
been  fondly  anticipated,  the  du- 
ties were  so  arranged  as  to  be, 
in  fact,  bounties    on   one  side, 
and  taxation  on  the  other,  and 
thus  placing  the  two  great  sec- 
tions of  the  country  in  direct 
conflict  in  reference  to  its  fiscal 
action,  and  thereby  letting  in 
that  flood  of  political  corruption 
which  threatens  to  sweep  away 
our  constitution  and  our  liberty. 
This  unequal  and  unjust  ar- 
rangement    was     pronounced, 
both     by    the     administration, 
through  its  proper  organ,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  by 
the  opposition,  to  be  a  permanent 
adjustment ;  and  it  was  thus  that 
all  hope  of  relief  through  the  ac- 
tion of  the  general  government 
terminated,  and  the  crisis   so 
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feng  apprehended  at  length  ar-  an  effort  has  been  made  to  ren- 

riyedy  at  which  the  state  was  der  odious.   So  far  from  deserr*^ 

compelled  to  choose    between  ing  the  denunciation  which  has 

absolute  acquiescence  in  a  ruin*  been  levelled  against  it,  he  view* 

ous  system  of  oppression,  or  a  ed  this  provision  of  the  ordinance 

resort  to  her  reserved  powers —  as  but  the  natural  result  of  the 

powers  of  which  she  alone  was  doctrines    entertained    by  the 

the  rightful  judge,   and  which  state,  and  the  position  which  she 

only,  m  this  momentous  junc-  occupies.     The  people  of  that 

ture,  could  save  her.    She  de-  state  believe  that  the  Union  is  a 

termined  on  the  latter.  union  of  states,  and  not  of  indi- 

The  consent  of  two  thirds  of  viduals ;  that  it  was  formed  by 

her  legislature  was  necessary  the  states,  and  that  the  citizens 

for  the  call  of  a  convention,  which  of  the  several  states  were  bound 

was  considered  the  only  legiti-  to  it  through  the  acts  of  their 

mate  digan  through  which  the  several  states ;  that  each  state 

people,    in    their    sovereignty,  ratified  the  constitution  for  itself 

could  speak.    After  an  arduous  and  that  it  was  only  by  such 

struggle,  the  state  rights  party  ratification  of  a  state,  that  any 

succeeded;    more     man    two  obligation   was  imposed   upon 

thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  the  citizens, — thus  oelieving,  it 

legislature  favourable  to  a  con-  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 

yention  were  elected ;  a  conven-  Carolina,  that  it  belonged  to  ihe 

tion  was  called — the  ordinance  state  which  had  imposed  the  ob- 

adopted.     The  convention  was  ligation,  to  declare,  in  the  last 

succeeded  by  a  meeting  of  the  resort,  the  extent  of  that  obiiga- 

l^islature,  when   the  laws  to  tion,  as  &r  as  her  citizens  were 

carry  the  ordinance  into  execu-  concerned ;  and  this,  upon  the 

tion  were  enacted ;  all  of  which  plain  principles  which  exist  in 

had  been  communicated  by  the  all  analagous  cases  of  compact, 

president — bad  been  referred  to  between   sovereign  or  political 

the  conmiittee  on  the  judiciary,  bodies.    On  this  principle  the 

and  this  bill  is  the  result  of  their  people  of  the  state,  acting  in 

labour.  their  sovereign  capacity,  in  con* 

Having  now,  said  Mr.  C,  cor-  yention,  precisely  as  they  had 

rected  some  of  the  prominent  adopted  their  own  and  the  fede- 

misrepresentations,  as  to  the  na-  ral  constitutions,  had  declared 

ture  of  this  controversy,  and  by  the  ordinance,  that  the  acts 

given  a  rapid    sketch    of  the  of  congress  which  had  imposed 

movement  of  the  state  in  refer-  duties  under  the  authority  to  lay 

ence  to  it,  he  would  next  proceed  imposts,  were  acts,  not  for  reve- 

to  notice  some  objections  con-  nue,  as  intended  by  the  constitu- 

nected  with  the  ordinance  and  tion,    but  for    protection,    and 

theproceedings  under  it  therefore  null  and  void.     The 

The  first,  and  most  prominent  ordinance  thus  enacted  by  the 

of  thescyisclirected  against  what  people  of  the  state  themselves, 

is  called  the  test  oath — ^which  acting  as  a  sovereign  communi* 
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ty,  was,  to  all  mtents  and  purpo- 
ses, a  part  of  the  conatitution  of 
the  state ;  and  though  of  a  pecu- 
liar character,  was  as  obligatory 
on  the  citizens  of  that  state,  as 
jinv  portion  of  the  constitution. 
In  prescribing,  then,  the  oath 
to  obey  the  ordinance,  no  more 
was  done  than  to  prescribe  an 
oath  to  obey  the  constitution. 
It  was,  in  fact,  but  a  particular 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  in  every 
respect  similar  to  that  which  is 
prescribed  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  be 
administered  to  all  the  officers  of 
the  state  and  federal  govem- 
meots;  and  wasQomoredeserv- 
ing  the  harsh  and  bitter  epithets 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  it, 
than  that  or  any  similar  oath.  It 
ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that, 
according  to  the  opinion  which 
prevailed  in  Carolina,  the  right 
of  resistance  to  the  unconstitu- 
lional  laws  of  congress  belongs 
to  the  8tat«,  and  not  to  her  indi- 
vidual citizens,  and  that,  though 
the  latter  may,  in  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  meum  and  tuum,  resist 
through  the  courts  an  unconsti- 
tutional encroachment  upon 
their  rights,  yet  the  final  aland 
against  usurpation  rests  not  with 
tbem,  but  with  the  state  of  which 
they  are  members — and  that 
such  act  of  resistance  by  a  state, 
binds  the  conscience  and  alle- 
giance of  the  citizen.  But  there 
appeared  to  be  a  general  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  state  had  acted  under 
thispartof  the  ordinance.  Inslead 
of  sweeping  every  officer,  by  a 
general  proscription  of  the  mi- 
nority, as  has  been  represented 
iji  debate,  as  &r  as  the  know- 


ledge of  Mr.  C.  extends,  not  a 
single  individual  had  been  re- 
moved. The  state  had,  in  fact, 
acted  with  the  greatest  tender- 
ness, all  circumstances  consider- 
ed, towards  citizens  who  had 
differed  from  the  majority ;  and, 
in  that  spirit  had  directed  the 
oath  to  be  administered  only  in 
cases  of  some  official  act  direct- 
ed to  be  performed,  in  which 
obedience  to  the  ordinance  was 
involved. 

It  had  been  further  objected 
that  the  state  had  acted  precipi- 
tately. What?  precipitately? 
aHer  making  a  strenuous  resist- 
ance for  twelve  years — by  dis- 
cussion here  and  in  the  other 
house  of  congress — by  essays  in 
all  forms — by  resolutions,  re- 
monstrances, and  protests  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature,  and  finally, 
by  attempting  an  appeal  to  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United 
States,  He  said  attempting,  for 
they  had  been  prevented  from 
bringing  the  question  fairly  be- 
fore the  court,  and  that  by  an 
act  of  that  very  majority  in  con- 
gress which  now  upbraid  them 
tor  not  making  that  appeal ;  of 
that  majority  who,  on  a  motion 
of  one  of  the  members  in  the 
other  house  from  South  Caroli- 
na, refused  to  give  to  the  act  of 
1828  its  true  title ;  that  it  was  a 
protective  and  not  a  revenue  act. 
The  state  has  never,  it  is  true, 
relied  upon  that  tribunal,  the 
supreme  court,  to  vindicate  its 
reserved  rights;  yet  they  have 
always  considcrecl  it  as  an  aux- 
iliary means  of  defence,  of  which 
they  would  gladly  have  availed 
themselves  to  test  the  constitu' 
tionality  of  protection,  had  they 
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not  been  deprived  of  the  means  only  a  sufficient  number  of  inte* 
of  doing  so  by  the  act  of  the  ma-  rests  barely  to  pass  it  through 
jority.  the  two  houses  of  congress— on 

No  I  it  is  not  Carolina  which    the    plain    principles    that  the 
has  acted  precipitately,  but  her   greater  the  number  from  whom 
sister  states,  who  have  suffered    tiie  monopoly  takes,  and  the  few- 
in  common  with  her,  that  have   er  on  whom   it  bestows,    the 
acted  tardily.    Had  they  acted   greater  is  the  advantage  to  the 
as  she  has  done — had  they  per-   monopolists.      Acting,   in    this 
formed  their  duty  with   equal    spirit,  we  have  often  seen  with 
energy    and    promptness,    our   what  exact  precision  they  count, 
situation  this  day  would  be  very    adding  wool  to  woollens,  asso- 
diflfercnt  from  what  we  now  find   ciating  lead  and  iron,  feeling  their 
it    Delays  are  said  to  be  dange-   way,  until  a  bare  majority  is  ob- 
rous ;  and  never  was  the  maxim    tained,  when  the  bill  passes,  con- 
more   true  than  in  the  present   nectingjust  as  many  interests  as 
case— *a  case  of  monopoly.   It  is   is  sufficient  to  insure  its  success, 
the  very  nature  of  monopolies  to   and  no  more.    In  a  short  time , 
grow.   If  we  take  from  one  side    however,  wc  have    invariably 
A  lai^  portion  of  the  proceeds    found  that  this  fean,  becomes  a 
of  its  laoour  and  give  it  to  the    decided  majority,  under  the  cer* 
other,  the  side  from  which  we    tain  operation  which   compels 
take  must  constantly  decay,  and   individuals  to  desert  the  pursuits 
that  to  which    we    give  must   which  the  monopoly  have  ren- 
prosper  and  increase.    Such  is    dered  unprofitable,  that  they  may 
the  action  of  the  protective  sys-    participate    in    those    pursuits 
tern.     It  exacts  from  the  South    which  it  had  rendered  profitable, 
a  large  portion  of  the  proceeds    It  is  against  this  dangerous  and 
of  its  industry,  which  it  bestows    growing    disease  which   South 
upon  the  other  sections  in  the    Carolina  has  acted — a  disease 
shape  of  bounties  to  manufac-    whose  cancerous  action  would 
tures,  and  appropriations  in  a    soon  spread  to  every  part  of  the 
thousand  forms — pensions,  im-    system,  had  it  not  been  speedily 
provement  of  rivers  and  bar-    arrested, 
bours,  roads  and  canals,  and  in        There  was  another  powerfiil 
every  shape  that  wit  or  inge-   reason  why  the  action  of  the 
unity  can   devise.     And  this  is    state  could  not  be  safely  delay- 
the  real  reason  of  the  fact  which    ed.     The  public  debt,  as  he  had 
we  witness,    that  all  acts  for    already  stated,  for  all  practical 
protection  pass  with  small  mi-    purposes,  had  already  been  paid; 
norities,  but  soon  come  to  be    and,  under  the  existing  duties,  a 
9ustained  by  great  and  over-    large  annual  surplus  oi  many 
whelming    majorities.      Those    millions    must    come   into    the 
who  seek  the  monopoly,  endea-    treasury^    It  was  impossible  to 
vour  to  obtain  it  in  the  most  ex-    look  at  this  state  of  things  with- 
clusive   shape ;    and   they  take    out  seeing  the  most  mischievous 
care,  accordingly,  to  associate    consequences ;      and,     amon^ 
J3 
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othersyifnot  speedily  corrected, 
it  would  interpose  powerful  and 
almost  insuperable  obstacles  to 
throwing  on  the  burden  under 
which  the  south  had  been  so 
lonff  labourii^«  The  disposition 
of  the  surplus  would  become  a 
subject  oT  violent  and  corrupt 
stnj^e,  and  could  not  &il  to 
rear  up  new  and  powerful  inte- 
rests in  support  of  the  existing 
^stera ;  not  only  in  those  sec- 
tions which  have  been  heretofore 
benefited  hv  it,  but  even  in  the 
south  itself  He  could  not  but 
trace  to  the  anticipation  of  this 
state  of  the  treasury,  the  sudden 
and  extraordinary  movements 
which  had  taken  place  at  the 
last  session  in  the  Virginia  legis- 
lature, in  which  the  whole  south 
was  vitally  interested.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  rational  man 
to  oelieve  that  that  state  could 
seriously  have  thought  of  eject- 
ing the  scheme  to  which  he  allu- 
(fed,  by  her  own  resources,  with- 
out powerful  aid  from  the  gene- 
ral government 

It  was  next  objected,  that  the 
enforcing  acts  Imve  lefi^slated 
the  United  States  out  of  South 
Carolina.  They  hadbeen  legisla- 
ted out  only  to  the  extent  that 
they  had  no  ri^ht  to  enter.  The 
constitution  had  admitted  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States 
within  the  limits  of  the  several 
states,  only  so  far  as  the  delega- 
ted powers  authorized ;  beyond 
that  they  were  intruders,  and 
might  rightfully  be  expelled ;  and 
that  they  had  been  efficiently 
expelled  by  the  legislation  of  the 
state  through  her  civil  process, 
as  has  been  acknowledged  on  all 
sides  in  tbs  delate,  is  only  a  con- 


firmation of  the  truth  of  the  doc^ 
trine  for  which  the  majority  in 
Carolina  had  contended. 

The  very  point  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  parties  there  was, 
whether    nullification     was    a 
peaceable  and  an  efficient  re^ 
medy   against    an    unconstitu- 
tional act  of  the  general  govern^ 
ment,  and  whicn  might  be  as- 
serted as  such  through  the  state 
tribunals.    Both  parties    a^ree 
that  the  acts  agsunst  which  it 
was    directed   are    unconstitu- 
tional and  oppressive.  The  con- 
troversy   was  only  as  to  the 
means    by  which  our  citizens 
might  be  protected  against  the 
acudowledged  encroi^chmentsoii 
their  rights.      This    being    the 
point  at  issue  between  the  par- 
ties, and  the  very  object  of  the 
majority  being  an  efficient  pro- 
tection of  the  citizens  through 
the  state  tribunals ;  the  measures 
adopted  to  enforce  the  ordinance, 
of  course,  received  the  most  de- 
cisive character.    We  were  not 
children,  to  act  by  halves.    Yet, 
for  acting  thus  efficiently  the 
state  is  denounced,  and  this  bill  is 
reported  to  overrule,  by  military 
force,  the   civil    tribunala  and 
civil  process  of  the  state.    Sir, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  ccmsider  the  bill, 
and  the  arguments  which  have 
been  urged  on  this  floor  in  its 
support,  as  the  most  triumphant 
acknowledgment  that  nullifica- 
tion is  peaceful  and  efficient,  and 
so  deeply  entrenched  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  system,  that  it  can- 
not be  assailed  but  by  prostrating 
the  constitution,  and  substituting 
the  supremacy  of  military  force 
in  lieu  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws.    In  fact,  the  advocates  of 
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this  bin  refute  their  own  argu-  seated ;  has  congress  the  right 
ment  They  tell  us  that  the  or-  to  pass  this  bill  ?  The  decision 
finance  is  unconstitutional,  that  of  this  question  involves  the  in- 
at  violates  the  constitution  of  quiry  into  the  provisions  of  the 
South  Carolina:  although  to  him,  bill.  What  are  they?  It  puts 
the  objection  appears  absurd,  as  at  the  disposal  of  the  president 
ft  was  adoptea  by  the  very  au-  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  en- 
thority  which  adopted  the  con-  tire  militia  of  the  country.  It 
atitution  itself.  They  also  tell  enables  him,  at  his  pleasure,  to 
us  that  the  supreme  court  is  the  subject  every  man  in  the  United 
appointed  arbiter  of  all  contro-  States,  not  exempt  from  militia 
versies  between  a  state  and  the  duty,  to  martial  law — ^to  call  him 
ceneral  government  Why,  then,  from  his  ordinary  occupation,  to 
3o  they  not  leave  this  contro*  the  field,  and  under  the  penalty 
vers^~  to  that  tribunal?  Why  of  fine  and  imprisonment  infiict- 
do  they  not  confide  to  it  the  ed  by  a  court  martial,  to  imbrue 
abrogation  of  the  ordinance,  and  his  liand  in  his  brothers'  blood, 
the  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  it.  There  is  no  Umitation  on  the 
and  the  assertion  of  that  supre-  power  of  the  sword,  and  that 
tnacy  which  they  claim  for  the  over  the  purse  is  equally  with- 
laws  of  congress^?  The  state  out  restraint;  for  among  the 
ftands  pledged  to  resist  no  pro-  extraordinary  features  at  the 
cess  of  the  courts.  Why,  then,  bill,  it  contains  no  appropriation, 
confer  on  the  president  the  ex-  which,  under  existing  circum- 
tensive  and  unlimited  powers  stances,  is  tantamount  to  an  un- 
provided in  this  bill  ?  Why  au-  limited  appropriation.  The  pre- 
thorize  him  to  use  military  force  sident  may,  under  its  authority, 
to  arrest  the  civil  process  of  the  incur  an^  expenditure  andpled^ 
state  ?  But  one  answer  can  be  the  national  &ith  to  meet  it. 
given.  That,  in 'a  contest  be-  He  may  create  a  new  national 
tween  the  state  and  the  general  debt  at  the  very  moment  of  the 
flovemment,if  the  resistance  be  extinction  of  the  former, — a 
umited  on  both  sides  to  the  civil  debt  of  millions  to  be  paid  out  of 
process,  the  state,  by  its  inherent  the  proceeds  of  the  labour  of  that 
sovereignty,  standing  upon  its  section  of  the  country  whose 
reserved  powers,  will  prove  too  dearest  constitutional  nghts  this 
powerftil  m  such  a  controversy,  bill  prostrates, 
and  must  triumph  over  the  fede-  And  for  what  purpose  is  the 
ral  government,  sustained  by  its  unlimited  control  of  the  purse 
delegated  and  limited  authority ;  and  of  the  sword  thus  placed  at 
and,  in  this  answer,  we  have  an  the  disposition  ofthe  executive? 
acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  To  make  war  a^inst  one  of  the 
those  great  principles  for  which  free  and  sovereign  members  of 
the  state  has  so  firmly  and  nobly  this  confederation ;  which  the 
contended.  bill  proposes  to  deal  with,  not 
Having  made  these  remarks,  as  a  state,  but  as  a  coUection  of 
the  great  question  is  now  pre-  banditti  or  outlaws.    Thus  ex- 
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liibitiiig  the  impious  spectade  of  county  has  to  resist  the  author 

thisgovernment — ^the  creature  of  rity  of  a  state ;  and  treating  sudi 

the  states,  making  war  against  resistance  ns  the  lawless  acttf  of 

the  power  to  which  it  owes  its  so    many   individuals,    without 

existence.  possessing  sovereignty  or  poKti« 

The  bill  violates  the  constitu-  cal  rights, 
tion,  plainly  and  palpably,  in  Notwithstanding  all  that  has 
many  of  its  provisions,  oy  autho-  been  said,  he  must  say  that  no  one 
rizing  ^e  president,  at  his  plea-  who  had  taken  part  in  the  de* 
sure,  to  place  the  diiferent  ports  bate  had  directly  and  fairly  mei 
of  the  Union  on  an  unequal  foot-  the  great  (juestions  at  issue :  Is 
ing,  contrary  to  that  provision  this  a  federal  Union  1  a  union  of 
of  the  constitution  which  de-  states,  as  distinct  from  that  of 
clares  that  no  preference  should  individuals  ?  Is  the  sovereignty 
be  given  to  one  port  oter  ano-  in  the  several  states,  or  in  thie 
tfaer.  It  also  violates  the  con-  American  people  in  the  aggre* 
stitution,  by  authorizing  him,  at  gate  ?  The  very  Janguago  which 
his  discretion,  to  impose  cash  du-  we  are  compelled  to  use,  wheA 
ties  on  one  port,  wnile  credit  is  speaking  of  our  political  institu* 
allowed  in  others;  by  enabling  tions,  affords  proof  conclusive  as 
the  president  to  regulate  com-  to  its  real  character.  The  terms 
merce,  a  power  vested  in  con-  union,  federal,  united,  all  imply 
gross  alone ;  and  by  drawing  a  combination  of  sovereigntiefl^ 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  a  confederation  of  states.  They 
United  States'  courts,  powers  are  never  applied  to  an  associa-' 
never  intended  to  be  conferred  tion  of  individuals.  Who  ever 
on  them.  As  great  as  these  ob*  heard  of  the  United  State  of 
jections  were,  they  became  in-  New-York,  of  Massachusetts,  or 
simificant  in  the  provisions  of  a  of  Virginia?  who  ever  heard 
bill  which,  by  a  single  blow —  the  term  federal  or  union,  appIi-» 
by  treating  the  state  as  a  mere  ed  to  the  aggregation  of  indi Vi- 
la wless  mass  of  individuals —  duals  into  one  community?  Not 
prostrates  all  the  barriers  of  the  is  the  other  point  less  clear — ^that 
constitution.  He  would  pass  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  several 
over  the  minor  considerations,  states,  and  that  our  system  is  a 
and  proceed  directly  to  the  great  union  of  twenty-four  sovereign 
point.  This  bill  proceeds  on  the  powers,  under  a  constitutional 
ground  thatAe  entire  sovereignty  compact,  and  not  of  a  divided 
of  this  country  belongs  to  the  sovereignty  between  the  states 
American  people,  as  forming  one  severalty  and  the  United  States* 
great  community ;  and  regards  In  spite  of  all  that  had  been  said, 
tne  states  as  mere  fractions  or  he  maintained  that  sovereignty 
counties,  and  not  as  an  integral  is,  in  its  nature,  indivisible.  It 
pai*t  of  the  Union ;  having  no  is  the  supreme  power  in  a  state, 
more  right  to  resist  the  encroach-  and  we  might  just  as  well  spesdc 
ments  of  the  government,  than  a  of  half  a  square,  or  half  of  a  tri-* 
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Uti^le,  as  of  half  a  sovereipity.  tween  states^  as  distinct  commu* 

It  18  a  gross  error  to  con^Dund  nities,  or  a  mere  aggregate  of 

the  exercise  of  sovereign  pow*  the  American  people,  as  a  mass 

ers  with  sovereignty  itself;  or  of  individuals,  and  in  this  light 

the  delegation  of  such  powers  his  opinions  would  lead  directly 

with  a  surrender  of  them.     A  to  consolidation. 
sovereign  may  delegate  his  pow-^       But  to  return  to  the  bill.   It  is 

ers  to  be  exercised  by  as  many  said  that  the  bill  ought  to  pas8» 

iBigents  as  he  may  think  proper,  because  the  law  must  be  enforced* 

under  such  conditions  and  with  The  law  must  be  enforced.  The 

•uch  limitations  as  he  may  im-  imperial  edict  must  be  executed. 

Eose ;  but  to  surrender  any  por«  It    is    under    such     sophistry^ 

on  of  his  sovereignty  to  ano-  couched  in  general  terms,  with* 

Iher,  is  to  annihUate  the  whole,  out   looking  to  the  limitations 

lit  connexion  with  this  part  which  must  ever    exist  in  the 

tyf  the  subject,  he  understood  the  practical  exercise  of  power,  that 

senator   n'om     Virginia,     (Mr.  the  most  cruel  and  despotic  acts 

Rives,)  to  say  that  sovereignty  ever  have  been  covered.  It  was 

was  divided,  and  that  a  portion  such  sophistry  as  this,  that  cast 

remained  with  the  states  seve-  Daniel  into  the  lion's  den,  and 

rally,  and  that  the  residue  was  the  throe  innocents  into  the  fiery 

viested  in  the  Union.  By  Union,  furnace.    Under   the  same  so* 

he  supposed   that  the    senator  phistry,  the    bloody  edicts    c£ 

meant   the    United  States.     If  Nero  and  Caligula  were  execu« 

such  be  his  meaning — ^if  he  in'-  ted.     The  law  must   be  enfor« 

tended  to  affirm  that  the  sove*  ced.    Yes,  the  ^'  tea  tax  must  be 

reignty  was  in  the  twenty-four  executed."     This  was  the  very 

States,  in  whatever  light  he  might  argument  which  impelled  Lord 

view  them,  their  opinions  would  North  and  his  administration  in 

not  disagree ;  but,  according  to  that  mad  career  which  for  ever 

his  (Mr.  C's.)  conception,  the  separated  us  from  the  British 

whole  sovereignty  was  in  the  crown.    Under  a  similar  sophis^ 

several  states,  while  the  exercise  try,  ^that  religion  must  be  pro* 

of  sovereign  powers  was  divi-  tected;"  how  many  massacres 

ded — a  part    being    exercised  have  been  perpetrated!  and  how 

under  compact,  through  this  ge-  many  martyrs  have  been  tied  to 

lieral  government,  and  the  resi-  the  stake !    What !  acting   on 

doe  throG^  the  separate  state  this  vague  abstraction,  are  you 

governments.    But  if  the  sena-  prepared  to  enforce  a  law,  with* 

tor  from  Virginia   (Mr.  Rives)  out  considering  whctlier  it  be 

meant  to  assert  that  the  twenty-  just  or  unjust,  constitutional  or 

four  states  formed  but  one  com-  unconstitutional  ?  Will  you  col- 

mimity,  with  a  single  sovereign  lect  money  when  it  is  acknow- 

power,  as  to  the  objects  of  the  lodged  that  it  is  not  wanted  ? — 

Union,  it  would  be  out  the  revi-  He  who  earns  the  money,  who 

valoftheold  question,  of  whe-  digs  it  from  the  earth  with  the 

ther  the  Union  was  a  union  be-  sweat  of  his  brow,  has  a  just 
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title  to  it  against  the  universe. 
No  one  has  a  right  to  tonch  it 
without  his  consent,  except  his 
government,  and  it  only  to  the 
extent  of  its  legitimate  wants ; 
to  take  more  is  robbery,  and  you 
propose  by  this  bill  to  enforce 
robbery  by  murder.  Yes,  to  this 
result  you  must  come,  by  this 
miserable  sophistry,  this  vague 
abstraction,  of  enforcing  the  law 
without  regard  to  the  fact 
whether  the  law  be  just  or  un- 
just, constitutional  or  unconsti- 
tutionaL 

In  the  same  spirit  we  are  told 
that  the  Union  must  be  preser- 
ved, without  regard  to  the 
means.  And  how  is  it  proposed 
to  preserve  the  Union?  B^ 
force  I !  Does  any  man  in  his 
senses  believe  that  this  beautiful 
structure — ^this  harmonious  ag* 
gregate  of  states,  produced  by 
the  joint  consent  of  all,  can  be 
preserved  by  force?  Its  very 
mtroduction  will  be  certain  d^ 
struction  of  this  federal  Union» 
No  I  no  I  You  cannot  keep  the 
states  united  in  their  constitu- 
tional and  federal  bonds  by  force. 
Force  mav,  indeed,  hold  the 
parts  toother ;  but  such  union 
would  be  the  bond  between 
master  and  slave ;  a  union  of 
exaction  on  one  side,  and  of  un- 
qualified obedience  on  the  other. 
That  obedience  which  we  are 
told  by  the  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Wilkins,)  is  the 
Union  I  Yes,  exaction  on  the 
side  of  the  master :  for  this  very 
bill  is  intended  to  collect  what 
can  be  no  longer  called  taxes — 
the  voluntary  contribution  of  a 
firee  people ;  but  tribute,  tribute 
to  be  collected  under  the  mouths 


of  the  cannon!  Your  custom 
house  is  already  transferred  to  a 
^rrison,  and  that  garrison  with 
Its  batteries  turned,  not  against 
the  enemies  of  your  county,  but 
on  subjects  (I  will  not  say  citi- 
eens)  on  whom  you  propose  to 
levy  contributions.'  Has  reason 
fled  firom  our  borders?  Have 
we  ceased  to  reflect  ?  It  is  mad«* 
ness  to  suppose  that  the  Union 
can  be  preserved  by  force.  I  tell 
you  plainly,  that  the  bill,  should 
It  pass,  cannot  be  enforced.  It 
will  prove  only  a  blot  upon  your 
statute  book,  a  reproacn  to  the 
year,  anda  disgrace  to  the  Ame- 
rican  senate.  I  repeat  that  it 
will  not  be  executed;  it  will 
rouse  the  dormant  spirit  of  the 
people,  and  open  their  eyes  to 
the  approach  of  despotism.  The 
countiy  has  sunk  into  avarice 
and  political  corruption,  from 
which  nothing  eould  rouse  it  bdt 
some  measure  on  the  part  of  the 
government,  of  folly  and  mad* 
ness,  such  as  that  now  under 
consideration. 

Disguise  it  as  you  may,  the 
controversy  is  one  between 
power  and  liberty,  and  he 
would  tell  the  gentfeman  who 
are  opposed  to  him,  that  as 
strong  as  might  be  the  love  cf 
power  on  their  side,  the  love  of 
liberty  is  still  stronger  on  ours* 
History  furnishes  many  instan« 
ces  of  similar  struggles,  where 
the  love  of  liberty  has  prevailed 
against  power,  under  every  dis- 
aavantage,  and  amon^  them  few 
more  stnkinip  than  that  of  our 
own  revolution;  where,  as 
Strong  as  was  the  parent  coun- 
try, and  as  feeble  as  were  the 
colonies,  yet,  under  the  impulse 
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of  liberty  and  the  UoMiog  of  ducts  of  the  coimtiy  north  and 

God,  they  gloriously  triumphed  south  of  Cape  Finistere,  we  will 

in  the  contest    There  were,  in-  find  them  almost  identical  with 

deed,  many  and  striking  analo-  the  list  of  the  protected,  and  un* 

gies  between  that  and  the  pre-  protected  articles  contained  in 

sent    controversy :    they    both  the  act  of  last  year.    Nor  does 

origmated  substantially  in  the  the     analogy   terminate    here, 

same  cause,  with  this  diflbrence,  The  very  arguments  resorted  to 

that,  in  the  present  case,  the  at  the  commencement  of  the 

power  of  taxation  is  converted  American  revolution,  and   the 

into  that  of  regulating  industry ;  measures  adopted,  and  the  mo- 

in  that  the  power  of  regulating  tives    assigned    to    bring    on 

industry,  by  the  regulation  of  that  contest,    (to  enforce    the 

commerce,  was  attempted  to  be  law,)  are  almost  identically  the 

converted  into  the  power  of  tax-  same. 

ation.  Were  he  to  trace  the  But,  (said  Mr.  CaUioun,)  to 
analogy  further,  we  would  find  return  nrom  this  digression  to 
that  me  perversion  of  the  taxing  the  consideration  of  the  bilL 
power,  m  one  case;  has  given  Whatever  opinion  mav  exist 
precisely  the  same  control  to  the  upon  other  points,  tnere  'ib 
northern  section  over  the  indus-  one  in  which  he  would  suppoee 
tnr  of  the  southern  section  of  the  there  could  be  none ;  that 
Union,  which  the  power  to  regu-  this  bill  rests  on  principles 
late  commerce  ^ve  to  Great  which,  if  carried  out,  will  ride 
Britan  over  the  industry  of  the  over  state  sovereignties,  and 
colonies ;  and  that  the  very  arti-  that  it  will  be  idle  for  any  of  its 
des  in  which  the  colonies  were  advocates  hereafter  to  talk  of 
permitted  to  have  a  finee  ti-ade,  state  rights.  The  Senator  firom 
and  those  in  which  the  mother  Yir^ia  (Mr.  Rives)  says  that 
countrv  had  a  monopoly,  are  al-  he  is  the  advocate  ot  state 
mostidenticallythesame  as  those  rights ;  but  he  must  permit  me 
of  which  the  southern  states  to  tell  him  that,  although  he  may 
are  permitted  to  have  afiree  trade  differ  in  premises  firom  the  other 
by  tne  act  of  1832,  and  of  which  gentlemen  with  whom  he  acts  on 
the  northern  states  have,  by  the  this  occasion,  yet  in  supporting 
same  act,  secured  a  monopoly ;  this  bill  he  obliterates  every  ves- 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  means,  tige  of  distinction  between  him 
In  the  former,  the  colonies  were  and  them ;  saving  only  that  pro- 
permitted  to  have  a  free  trade  fessing  the  principles  of  '98,  his 
with  all  other  countries  south  of  example  will  be  more  pernicious 
Cape  Finistere,  a  cape  in  the  than  tnat  of  the  most  open  and 
northern  part  of  Spain  ;  while  bitter  opponents  of  the  rights  of 
north  of  that  the  trade  of  the  the  states.  He  would  also  add, 
colonies  was  prohibited,  except  what  he  was  compelled  to  say, 
through  the  mother  country,  by  that  he  must  consider  him  (Mr. 
means  of  her  commercial  regu-  Rives)  as  less  consistent  than  our 
lations.  If  we  compare  the  pro-  old  opponents,  whose   conclu- 
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\'\i  fiioiLs  were  fairly  drawn  from  and  daborata  an  argumeat,  she 

their  premises,  whilst  his  premi-  meant  no  mora  than  to  aaiert 

sea  ought  to  have  led  him  to  op-  what  no  one  had  ever  denied, 

posite  conclusions.     The  gentle-  would  be  to  suppose  that  the 

man  has  told  us  that   the  new  state  had  been  guilty  of  the  moat 

fimgled  doctrines,  as  he  chose  to  egregious  trifling  thieit  ever  was 

call  them,    had  brought    state  exhibited  on  so  solamn  aa  oooa* 

rights  into  disrepute.    He  must  sioou 

i£  him,  in  reply,  that  what  he       Mr.  C.  said  that,  in  reviewing' 

called  new  fangled,  are  but  the  the  ground  over  which  be  bsSi 

doctrines  of  '98 ;  and  that  it  is  he,  passed,  it  would « be  apparent 

(Mr.    Rives,)  and  others  with  that  the  question  in  controversy 

him,  who,  professing  these  doc-  involved  that  most  deeply  im« 

trines,  had  degraded  them  by  ex-  portant  of  all  political  questioDS, 

plaining  away  their  meaning  and  whether  ours  was  a  federal  or  a 

efiicacy.    He  (Mr  R)  had  dis-  consolidated    government      A 

claimed,  in  behalf  of  Virginia,  question,    on    the    decision   of 

the  authorship  of  nullification,  which  depends,  as  he  solemnly 

Mr.  C»  would  not  dispute  that  believed,  the  liberty  of  the  poo- 

point  If  Virginia  chose  to  throw  pie,  their  happiness,  and  the  piaoe 

away  one  of  her  brightest  orna-  which  we  are  destined  to  hold 

snents,  she  must  not  hereafter  in  the  moral    and   intellectual 

•complain  that  it  had  become  the  scale  of   nations.     Never    was 

property  of  another.    But  while  there  a  controversy  in  which  more 

as  a  representative  of  Carolina,  important    consequences  were 

he  had  no  right  to  complain  of  involved ;  not  excepting  that  be* 

the  disavowal    of  the  senator  tween  Persia  and  Greece,  deci- 

firom  Virginia,  he  must  believe  ded  by  the  battles  of  Marathon, 

['  that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  done  his  Platea,    and    Salamis;    which 

i'  \  native  state  great  injustice,  by  gave  ascendancy  to  the  gmum 

I    -j  declarix^    on   this    floor,    that  of  Europe  over  that  of  Asia, 

I'  ! '  when  she  gravely  resolved,  in  and  which,  in  its  consequences^ 

*9Sj  that  ^  in  cases  of  deliberate  has  continued  to  aflbct  the  des- 

and  dangerous  infractions  of  the  tiny  of  so  large  a  portion  <^  the 

constitution,  the  states,  as  par-  world  even  at  this  day. 
ties  to  the  compact,  have  the        On  the  next  day,'Mr.  Calhoun 

!'•    '  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to  proceeded  by  remarking  that  he 

I  interpose  to  arrest  the  progress  had  omitted,   at    their    proper 

of  the  evil,  and  to  maintain,  with-  place,  in  the  course  of  his  obsert 

in   their  respective  limits,  the  vation  yesterday,  two  or  three 

authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  points  to  whioh  he  would  now 

appertaining  to  them,'' meant  no  advert,  before  he  resumed  the 

more  than  to  ordain  the  right  to  discussion  where  he  had  left  off. 

protest  and    remonstrate.     To  He  had  stated  that  the  ordinance 

suppose  that,  in  putting  forth  so  and  acts  of  South  Carolina  were 

solemn  a  declaration,  which  she  directed,  not  against  the  reve- 

afterwards  sustained  by  so  able  nue,  but  against  the  system  of 
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protection.   But  it  imght  be  aak-  nuc,  be  put  into  one  biU,  and  the 
ed,  if  such  was  her  object,  how  residue  intended  for  protection 
happens  it  that  she  has  declared  be    put    in     another,    and    he 
the  whole  system  void ;  reve-  pledged   himself  that  the  ordi- 
nue  as  well  as  protection,  with-  nance  and  the  acts  of  the  state 
out  discrimination  T     It  is  this  would  cease  as  to  the  former, 
question  which  he  proposed  to  and    be     directed     e^^clusively 
answer.    Her  justification  will  against  the  latter. 
be  found  in  the  necessity  of  the        He   had  also  stated,  in  the 
case ;   and  if  there  be  any  blame,  course  of  bis  remarks  yesterday, 
it  could  not  attach  to  her.     The  and  trusted  he  had  conclusively 
two  were  so  blended  throughout  shown,  that  the  act  of  1826,  with 
the  whole,  as  to  make  the  entire  the  exception  of  a  single  itctn, 
revenue  system  subordinate  to  to  which  he  had  alluded,  was,  in 
the  protection,  so  as  to  consti-  reality  a  revenue  measure,  and  • 
tute     a    complete    system    of  that  Carolina  and  the  other  states 
protection,  in    which    it    was  in  supporting  it,  had  not  incur- 
wnpossible   to  discriminate  the  red  the  slightest  responsibility  in 
two    elements   of  which  it  is  relation  to  the  system  of  protec-  . 
composed.     South  Carolina,  at  tion,  which  had  since  grown  up, 
least,  could  not  make  the  discri-  and  which  now  so  deeply  dis* ' 
mination,  and  she  was  reduced  tracts   the  country.    Sir,   said' 
to  the  alternative  of  acquiescing  Mr.  C,  I  am  willing,  as  one  of 
in  a  system,  which  she  believed  the  representatives  of  Carolina, 
to  be  unconstitutional,  and  which  and,  I  believe  I  speak  the  senti- 
she  felt  to  be  oppressive   and  ment  of  the  state,  to  take  thai 
ruinous ;  or,  to  consider  the  whole  act  as  the  basis  of  a  permanent 
as    one,  equally   contaminated  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  simply 
through  all  its  parts,  by  the  un-  reducing  the   duties,  in  an  ave-: 
constitutionality  of  the  protect-  rage  proportion,  orj  all  the  items, 
ive  portion ;  and,  as  such,  to  be  to  the  revenue  point     I  make 
resisted  by  the  act  of  the  state,  that  offer  now  to  the  advocates 
He  maintained  that  the  state  had  of  the   protective  system ;  but  I 
a  right  to  regard  it  in  the  latter  must,  in  candour,,  inform  them, 
character— and  that  if  a  loss  of  that  such  an  adjustment  would 
revenue  followed,  the  fault  was  distribute  the  revenue  between 
pot  hers,  but  of  this  government,  the  protected  and  unprotected 
which  had  improperly  blended  articles  more  favourably  to  the 
together,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  state,  and  to  the  south,  and  less 
^parated  by  the  state,  two  sys-  so  to  the   manufacturing   inte- 
tems  wholly  dissimilar-     If  tlie  rests,  than  an  average  uniform 
sincerity  of  the  state  be  doubtr  ad  valorem,  and,    accordingly, 
ed;    if  it  be  supposed  that  her  more  so  than  that  now  proposed 
action  is  against  revenue  as  well  by   Carolina,  through  her  con-- 
as  protection,   let  the   two  be  vention.    After  such  an  offer,  no- 
separated;   let  so  much  of  the  man  who  valued  his  candour, 
duties  as  arc  intended  for  reve-  will  dare  accuse  the  state,  or 
14 
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those  who  have  represented  her 
here,  with  inconsisteDcy,  in  re- 
ference to  the  point  under  con- 
sideration. 

After  noticing  (said  Mr.  C.) 
another  omission,  he  would  pro- 
ceed with  his  remarks.  Many 
relied  with  great  emphasis  on 
the  fact  that  we  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  expression,  nor 
shall  I  detratc  from  the  proud 
and  elevated  feelings  with 
which  it  is  associated ;  but  he 
trusted  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  raise  the  inquiry,  in 
what  manner  are  we  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  without  weak- 
ening the  patriotic  feeling  with 
which  he  trusted  it  would  ever 
be  uttered.  If  by  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  meant  a  citizen 
at  large,  one  whose  citizenship 
extended  to  the  entire  geogra- 
phical limits  of  the  country, 
without  having  a  local  citizen- 
ship in  some  state  or  territory, 
a  sort  of  citizen  of  the  world,  all 
he  had  to  say  was,  that  such  a 
citizen  would  be  a  perfect  non- 
descript ;  that  not  a  single  indi- 
vidual of  this  description  could 
be  found  in  the  entire  mass  of 
our  population.  Notwithstand- 
ing ail  the  pomp  and  display  of 
eloquence  on  the  occasion,  every 
citizen  is  a  citizen  of  some  state 
or  territory,  and  as  such,  under 
an  express  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution, is  entitled  to  all  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  states ;  and  it  is  in 
this,  and  in  no  other  sense,  that 
we  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Dallas,)  indeed, 


relies  upon  that  provision  in  tbff 
constitution  which  gives  con* 
gress  the  power  to  establish  a 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
and  the  operation  of  the  rule 
actually  established  under  this 
authority,  to  prove  that  naturali- 
zed citizens  are  citizens  at  large, 
without  bein^  citizens  of  any  of 
the  states.  He  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  examine  the  law  of 
congress  upon  this  subject,  or  to 
reply  to  tne  argument  of  the 
senator,  thou^  he  could  not 
doubt  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  taken 
an  entirely  erroneous  view  of 
the  subject  It  was  sufficient 
that  the  power  of  congress  ex- 
tended simply  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  uniform  rule,  by 
which  foreigners  might  be  na- 
turalized in  the  several  states  or 
territories,  without  infringing,  in 
any  respect,  in  reference  to  na- 
turalization, the  rights  of  the 
states,  as  they  existed  before  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  C.  now  resumed  the  sub- 
ject. The  senate  would  remem- 
ber that  he  stated  that  the  great 
question  at  issue  was,  whether 
ours  is  a  federal  or  a  consolida- 
ted system  of  government;  a 
system,  in  which  the  parts  are 
the  integers,  and  the  whole  the 
multiple — or  in  which  the  whole 
is  a  unit  and  the  parts  the  frac- 
tions; that  he  had  stated,  that 
on  the  decision  of  this  question, 
he  believed,  depends  not  only 
the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  this 
country,  but  the  place  which  we 
are  destined  to  hold  in  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  scale  of  na- 
tions. 

He  knew  that  it  was  not  only 
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-the  opinion  of  a  large  majority  neous.  However  small  the  com- 
of  our  country,  but  it  might  be  munity  may  be,  and  however 
^d  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  age,  homogenious  its  interests,  the 
"that  the  very  oeau  ideal  of  a  moment  that  government  is  put 
perfect  government  was  the  ^o-  into  operation,  and  as  soon  as  it 
vermnent  of  a  majority,  actmg  begins  to  collect  taxes  and  to 
through  a  representative  body,  make  appropriations,  the  differ- 
without  check  or  limitation  in  its  ent  portions  of  community  must 
power ;  yet,  if  we  may  test  this  of  necessity,  bear  difierent  and 
-theory  by  experience  and  reason,  opposing  relations  in  reference 
we  will  fina,  that  so  far  from  to  the  action  of  the  government. 
being  perfect,  the  necessary  ten-  There  must  inevitably  spring  up 
dency  of  all  governments  based  two  interests ;  a  direction  and  a 
upon  the  will  of  an  absolute  ma-  stockholder  interest ;  an  interest 
jority,  without  ccmstitutional  profiting  by  the  action  of  the 
check  or  limitation  of  power,  is  government,  and  interested  in 
%o  faction,  corruption,  anarchy,  mcreasing  its  powers  and  action; 
and  despotism ;  and  this,  whe-  and  ano£er,  at  whose  expense 
ther  the  will  of  the  majority  be  the  political  machine  is  kept  ia 
^expressed  directly  through  a»  motion.  He  knew  how  dimcult 
assembly  of  the  people  them-  it  was  to  communicate  distinct 
•selves,  or  by  their  representa-  ideas  on  isuch  a  subject,  through 
tives.  I  know,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  the  medium  of  general  propoeor 
that  in  venturing  this  assertion,  tions,  without  particular  ulus- 
I  utter  that  which  is  unpopular,  tration ;  and,  in  order  that  be 
both  within  and  without  these  might  be  distinctly  understood, 
walls ;  but,  where,  truth  and  though  at  the  hazard  of  being 
liberty  are  concerned,  such  con-  tedious,  ixe  would  illustrate  the 
siderations  should  not  be  regard-  important  principle  which  he  had 
«d.  He  would  place  the  deci-  ventured  to  advance  by  ex- 
sion  of  this  point  on  the  &ct,  that  ample. 

no    government    of    the    kind.       Let  us  then  suppose  a  small 

•among  the  many  attempts  which  community  of  five  persons,  sepa- 

had  been  made,  had  ever  endu-  rated  from  tl^  rest  of  the  world ; 

red  for  a  single  generation ;  but  and,  to  make  the  example  strong, 

on  the  contrary,  had  invariably  let  us  suppose  them  all  to  be  en- 

expcrienced  the  fate  which  fa^  gaged  in  the  same  pursuit,  and 

had  assigned  to  them.    Let  a  to  be  of  equal  wealth.    Let  m 

single  instance  be  pointed  out,  further  suppose,  that  they  deter- 

and  he  would  surrender  his  opi-  mine  to  govern  the  community 

nion.    But,  if  we  had  not  the  by  tiie  will  of  a  majority ;  and, 

aid  of  experience  to  direct  our  to  ms^e  the  case  as  strong  as 

judgment,  reason  itself  would  be  possible,  let  us  suppose  that  the 

a  certain  guide.  The  view  which  majority,  in  order  to  meet  the 

considers  the  community  as  a  expensesof  the  government,  lay 

unit,  and  all  its  parts  as  having  a  an  equal  tax,  sav  of  $100,  on 

«milar  interest,  is  radically  erro-  each  individual  of  this  Uttle  com- . 
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munity.     Their  treasury  would  take  out  five ;  that  is,  they  inhB 
contain    five    hundred   dollars,  back  to  themselves  all  that  they 
Three  are  a  majority;  and  they,  had  put  in — ^and^  in  addition,  that 
by  supposition,  have  contributed  which  was  put  in  by  their  asso* 
three  hundred  as  their  portion,  ciates;  or,  in  other  word?,  taking 
and  the  other  two  (the  minority)  taxation   and  appropriation  to- 
two  hundred.     The  three  have  gethcr,   they  have  gained,  and 
the  right  to  make  the  appropria-  tiieir  associates  have   lost  two 
tions  as  they  may  think  proper,  hundred   dollars  by  the    fiscal 
The  question  is,  how  would  the  action  of  the  government.    Op- 
principle  of  the  abfiiolute  and  uii-  posite    interests,    in    reference 
checked  majority  operate,  under  to  the  action  of  the  government, 
these  circumstances,  in  this  little  are  thus  created  between  them  ; 
community?     If   the    three   be  the   one  having  an  interest  in 
governed  by  a  sense  of  justice —  favour  and  die  other  against  the 
if  they  should  appropriate  the  tixas ;    the  one  to  increase  and 
money  to  the  objects  for  which  the  other  to  decrease  the  taxes; 
it  was  raised,  tlie    common  and  the  one  to  retain  the  taxes  when 
equal  benefit  of  the  five,  then  the  tlie  money  is  no  longer  wanted^ 
object  of  the  association  would  and  the  other  to  repeal  them 
.be  fairly  and  honestly  effected,  when  the  objects  for  which  they 
and  each  would  have  a  common  were  levied  nave  been  executed, 
interest  in  the  government.  But,  Let  us  now  suppose  this  com^ 
shchdd  the  majority  pursue  an  munity  of  five   to  be  raised  ta 
oppwite   course;    should    they  twenty-four    individuals,  to  be 
appropriate  the  money  in  a  man-  governed  in  like  manner  by  the 
ner  to  benefit  their  own  particu-  will  o(  a  majority ;  it  is  obiriousi 
lar  interest,  without  regard  to  tiiat  the  same   principle  would 
the  interest  of  the  two,  (and  that  divide  them  into  two  interests — 
they  will  so  act,  unless  there  be  into  a  majority  and  a  oiinority, 
some  eflUcient  check,  he  who  best  thirteen  against    eleven,  or  in 
knows  human  nature  will  least  some  other  proportion:  aiklthat 
doubt,)  who  does  not  see  that  all  the   consequences  which  he 
the  three  and  the  two  would  had.  shown  to  be  applicable  to 
have  directly  opposite  interests,  the   small   community  of  five, 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  would  be  equally  applicable  to 
government  ?     The  three,  who  the  greater — the  cause  not  de- 
.  contributed  to  the  common  trea-  pending  upon  the  number,  but 
sury  but  three  hundred  dollars,  resulting   necessarily  from  the 
could,  in  fact,  by  apropriating  action  of  the  government  itself, 
the  five  hundred  to  their  own  Let  us  now  suppose  that,  instead 
■  use,  convert  the  action  of  the  ofgoverning  themselves  directly 
government  into  the  means  of  in  an  assembly  of  the  whole^ 
making  money,  and,  of  consc-  without     the     intervention    of 
quence,  would  -  have  a  direct  in-  agents,  they  should   adopt  the 
terest  in   increasing  the  taxes,  representative     principle,     and 
They  put  in  three  hundred  and  that,  instead  of  being  governed 
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Iby^maiority  ofthemselveSythey  around  which  the  affections  of 

should  be  governed  by  a  majo-  the    community    might    rally ; 

rity  of  their  representatives.     It  there  would  in  fact,  be  two— the 

is  obvious  that  the  operation  of  interest    of    the    majority^    to 

the  system  would  not  be  affect'^  which  those  who  constitute  that 

ed  by  the  change ;  the  represen-  majority  would  be  more  attach- 

tatives  being  responsible  to  those  ed  than  they  would  be  to  the 

who  choode  them,  will  conform  whole ;  and  that  of  the  minority, 

to  the  will  of  their  constituents,  to  which  they  in  like  manner 

and  would  act  as  they  would  do,  would  also  be   more  attached 

were   they  present,  and  acting  than  to  the  interest  of  the  whole. 

tor  themselves;    and  the  same  Faction  would    thus  take   the 

conflict  of  interest    which  we  place  of  patriotism,  and,  with 

have  shown  would, exist  in  one  the  loss   of  patriotism,  corrup- 

case,  would  equally  exist  in  the  tion  must    necessarily  foUow, 

.Other.     In  either  case,  the  inevi-  and  in  its  train  anarchy,  and 

table  result  would  be  a  system  finally  despotism,  or  the  esta- 

of  hostile  legislation  on  the  part  blishment  of  absolute  power  in 

of  the  majority,  or  the  stronger  a  single  individual,  as  a  means 

interest  against  the  minority  or  of  arresting  the  conflict  of  ho^ 

the  weaker  interest ;  the   object  tile  interests,    on  the  principle 

of  which,  on  the  part  of  the  for-  that  it  is  better  to  submit  to  the 

mer,  would  be  to  exact  as  much  will  of  a  single  individual,  whO| 

as     possible     from    the    latter,  by  being  made  lord  and  master 

which  would  necessarily  be  re-  of  the  whole  community,  would 

sisted  by  all  the  means  in  their  have  an  equal  interest  in  the 

power.     Warfare  by  legislation,  protection  of  all  the  parts, 

would  thus  be  commenced  be-  Let  us  next  suppose  that,  in 

tween  the  parties,  with  the  same  order  to  avert   the  calamitous 

object,  and  not  less  hostile  than  train  of  consequences,  this  little 

that  which  is  carried  on  between  community  should  adopt  a  writ« 

.  distinct  and  rival  nations — ^the  ten  constitution,  with  limitations 

only  distinction  would  be  in  the  restricting  the  will  of  the  majo- 

inatruments    and     the     mode,  rity,  in  order  to  protect  the  mi« 

Enactments    in  the  one   case,  nority  against  the    oppression 

would  supply  what  could  only  which  he  had  shown  would  ne- 

be  effected  by  arms  in  the  other,  cessarily  result  without  such  re^^ 

and    the    inevitable    operation  strictions.    It  is  obvious  that  the 

Would  be  to  engender  the  most  case  would  not  be  in  the  sli^test 

.  hostile  feelings  between  the  par-  degree  varied,  if  the  majority  be 

ties,  which  would  merge  every  left  in  possession  of  the  right  of 

feeling  of  patriotism — that  feel-  judging  exclusively  of  the  extent 

ing  which  embraces  the  whole,  of  its  powers,  without  any  right 

and  substitute  in  its  place  the  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  to 

most  violent  party  attachment ;  enforce  the  restrictions  imposed 

tod,  instead  of  having  one  com-  by  the  constitution  on  the  will 

4non    center     of    attachment,  of  the  majority.     The  point  is 
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ftlmoat  too  clear  for  illustration. 
Nothing  can  be  more  certain, 
than  that  when  a  constitution 
grants  power,  and  imposes  limi- 
tations on  the  exercise  of  that 
power,  whatever  interests  may 
obtain  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment, will  be  in  favour  of  ex- 
tending the  power  at  the  expense 
of  the  limitations ;  and  that,  un- 
less diose  in  whose  behalf  the 
limitations  were  imposed,  have, 
in  some  form  or  mode,  the  right 
of  enforcing  them,  the  power 
will  ultimately  supersede  the  li- 
mitation, and  the  government 
most  operate  precisely  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  will  of 
the  majority  governed  without 
c<Mistitution  or  limitation  of 
power. 

He  had  thus  presented  all 
possible  modes,  in  which  a  go- 
vernment based  upon  the  will 
of  an  absolute  majority,  would 
be  modified,  and  had  demonstra- 
ted that,  in  all  its  forms,  whe- 
ther in  a  majority  of  the  people, 
as  in  a  mere  democracy,  or  in  a 
majority  of  their  representatives, 
without  a  constitution,  or  with 
a  constitution,  to  be  interpreted 
by  the  will  of  the  majority,  the 
result  would  be  the  same ;  two 
hostile  interests  would  inevita- 
bly be  created  by  the  action  of 
the  government,  to  be  followed 
by  hostile  legislation,  and  that 
by  faction,  corruption,  anarchy, 
and  despotism. 

The  great  and  solemn  ques- 
tion here  presented  itself— is 
there  any  remedy  for  these  evils ; 
on  the  decision  of  which  depends 
the  question,  whether  the  peo- 
ple can  govern  themselves, 
which  has  been  so  often  asked 


with  so  much  scepticism  and 
doubt.  There  is  a  remedy,  and 
but  one,  the  effects  of  which* 
whatever  may  be  the  form,  is  to 
organize  society  in  reference  to 
this  conflict  of  interests,  which 
springs  out  of  the  action  of  the 
government;  and  which  can 
only  be  done  by  giving  to  each 
part  the  right  of  self-prot<ecti<xi; 
which,  in  a  word,  instead  of  con- 
sidering the  community  of 
twenty-four  as  a  single  commu- 
nity, having  a  common  interest, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  single 
will  of  an  entire  majority,  shall» 
upon  all  questions  tending  to 
bring  the  parts  into  conflict,  the 
thirteen  against  the  eleven,  take 
the  will,  not  of  the  twenty-four 
as  a  unit,  but  that  of  the  tmrteen 
and  that  of  the  eleven  separate- 
ly, the  majority  of  each  govern- 
ing the  parts,  and  where  they 
concur,  governing  the  whole,  and 
where  they  disagree,  arresting 
the  action  of  the  government. 
This  he  would  call  the  concur- 
ring, as  distinct  from  the  abso- 
lute majority.  It  would  not  be 
as  was  generally  supposed,  a 
minority  governing  a  majority. 
In  either  way,  the  number  would 
be  the  same,  whether  taken  as 
the  absolute,  or  as  the  concur- 
ring majority.  Thus,  the  majo- 
rity of  the  thirteen  is  seven,  and 
of  the  eleven  six,  and  the  two 
together  make  thirteen,  which 
is  the  majority  of  twenty-four. 
But  though  the  number  is  the 
same,  the  mode  of  counting  is 
essentially  different;  the  one 
representing  the  strongest  inte- 
rest, and  the  other  the  weaker 
interests  of  the  community.  TRe 
first  mistake  was  in  supposing 
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that  the  government  of  the  abso-  muoity,  than  to  the  case  of 
lute  majority  is  the  government  the  twenty-four  individuals, 
of  this  people — ^that  beau  ideal  There  is,  indeed,  a  distinction 
of  a  perfect  government,  which  between  a  large  and  a  small 
had  been  so  enthusiastically  en-  community,  not  afiecting  the 
tertained  in  every  age  by  the  principle,  but  the  violence  of  the 
generous  and  patriotic,  where  action.-  In  the  former,  the  simi- 
civilization  and  liberty  had  made  larity  of  the  interests  of  all  the 
the  smallest  progress.  There  parts,  will  limit  the  oppression 
could  be  no  great  error;  the  go-  from  the  hostile  action  of  the 
vernment  of  the  people  is  the  parts  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
government  of  the  whole  com-  fiscal  action  of  the  government 
munity — of  the  twenty-four,  the  merely;  but  in  the  large  corn- 
self  government  of  alfthe  parts  ;  munity,  spreading  over  a  coun-* 
too  perfect  to  be  reduced  to  try  of  great  extent,  and  having 
practice  in  the  present,  or  any  a  great  •diversity  of  interests, 
past  stage  of  human  society,  with  different  kinds  of  labour, 
The  government  of  the  absolute  capital  and  production,  the  con* 
majority,  instead  of  the  govern-  flict  and  oppression  will  extend, 
ment  of  the  people,  is  but  the  not  only  to  a  monopoly  of  the 
government  of  the  strongest  in-  appropriations,  on  the  part  of 
terests,  and  when  not  efficiently  the  stronger  interests,  but  will 
checked,  is  the  most  tyrannical  end  in  unequal  taxes,  and  a  gen- 
and  oppressive  that  can  be  devi-  eral  conflict  between  the  entire 
sed*  Between  this  ideal  perfec-  interests  of  conflicting  sections; 
tion  on  one  side,  and  despotism  which,  if  not  arrested  by  the 
on  the  other,  none  other  can  be  most  powerful  checks,  will  ter- 
devised  but  that  which  considers  minate  in  the  most  oppressive 
society,  in  reference  to  its  parts,  tyranny  that  can  be  conceived^ 
as  differently  affected  by  the  ac-  or  in  the  destruction  of  the  com* 
tion  of  the  government,  and  munity  itself. 
which  takes  the  sense  of  each  If  we  turn  our  attention  from 
part  separately,  and  thereby  the  these  supposed  cases,  and  direct 
sense  of  the  whole  in  the  man-  it  to  our  government,  and  its 
oer  already  illustrated.  actual  operation,  we  will  find  a 
These  principles,  as  he  had  practical  confirmation  of  the 
already  stated,  are  not  affected  truth  of  what  has  been  stated, 
by  the  number  of  which  the  not  only  of  the  oppressive  ope- 
community  may  be  composed,  ration  of  the  system  of  an  abso- 
and  are  just  as  applicable  to  one  lute  majority,  but  also  a  striking 
of  thirteen  miUions,  the  number  and  beautiful  illustration,  in  the 
which  composes  ours,  as  of  the  formation  of  our  system,  of  the 
small  community  of  twenty-four,  principle  of  the  concurring  ma- 
which  I  have  supposed  for  the  jority,  as  distinct  from  the  abso* 
purpose  of  illustration ;  and  are  lute,  which  he  had  asserted  to  be 
not  less  applicable  to  the  twenty-  the  only  means  of  efficiently 
four  states  united  in  one  com-  checking  the  abuse  of  power, 
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and,  of  course,  the  only  solid 
foundation  of  constitutional  liber- 
ty. That  our  government,  for 
many  years,  has  been  gradually 
verging  to  consolidation ;  that  the 
constitution  has  gradually  be- 
come a  dead  letter ;  and  that  all 
the  restricticMis  upon  the  power 
of  government  have  been  virtu- 
ally removed,  so  as  practically 
to  convert  the  general  govern- 
ment into  a  government  of  an 
absolute  majority,  without  check 
or  limitation,  cannot  be  denied 
by  any  one  who  has  impartially 
observed  its  operation. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  trace 
the  commencement  and  gradual 
progress  of  the  causes  which 
hare  produced  this  change  in 
our  system;  it  is  sufficient  to 
state  that  the  change  has  taken 
place  within  the  last  few  years. 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  Pre- 
cisely that  which  might  have 
been  anticipated ;  the  growth  of 
faction,  corruption,  anarchy,  and 
if  not  despotism  itself,  its  near 
approach,  as  witnessed  in  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  And  from 
what  have  these  consequences 
sprung  ?  We  have  been  invol- 
ved in  no  war !  We  have  been 
at  peace  with  all  the  world. 
We  have  been  visited  with  no 
national  calamity.  Our  people 
have  been  advancing  in  general 
intelligence,  and,  I  will  add,  as 
mat  and  alarming  as  has  been 
me  advance  of  political  cor- 
ruption, the  morals  and  virtue  of 
the  community  at  large,  have 
been  advancing  in  improvement 
What,  he  would  again  repeat,  is 
the  cause?  No  other  can  be 
assimed  but  a  departure  from 
the  lundamental  principles  of  the 


constitution,  which  has  convert- 
ed the  government  into  the  will 
of  an  aosolute  and  irresponsible 
majority,  and  which,  bv  the  laws 
which  must  inevitably  govern 
in  all  such  majorities,  have 
placed  in  conflict  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country,  by  a  system 
of  hostile  legislation;  by  an  op- 
pressive ana  unequal  imposition 
of  taxes ;  by  unequal  and  profuse 
appropriations,  and  by  renderii^ 
the  entire  labour  and  capital  of 
the  weaker  interest  subordinate 
to  the  stron^r. 

This  is  me  cause  and  these 
the  fruits,  which  have  converted 
the  government  into  a  mere  in- 
strument of  taking  money  from 
one  portion  of  the  communitv  to 
be  given  to  another,  and  which 
has  rallied  around  it  a  great,  a 
powerful  and  mercenary  corps  . 
of  office  holders,  office  seekers, 
and  expectants,  destitute  of  pria-  • 
ciple  and  patriotism,  and  who 
have  no  standard  of  morals  or 
politics  but  the  will  of  the  execu** . 
tive — the  will  of  him  who  has 
the  distribution  of  the  loaves 
and  fishes.  He  held  it  impo»* . 
sible  for  any  one  to  look  at  the 
theoretical  illustration  of  the 
principle  of  the  absolute  majo« 
rity  in  the  cases  which  be  liad . 
supposed,  andnot  be  struck  with 
the  practical  illustration  in  the 
actual  operation  of  our  govern* 
ment.  Under  every  circum«> 
stance,  themajority  will  ever  have 
its  American  sy8tem<^(he  meant 
nothii:^  ofiensive  to  any  sena« 
tor) — ^but  the  real  meaning  of 
the  American  system,  is  that 
system  of  plunder  which  the 
strongest  interest  has  ever  wa^ 
ged,  and  will  over  wage  against 
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the  weaker,  where  the  latter  is  moved  from  the  prioAiple  that 
not  armed  with  some  efficient  the  absolute  majority,  without 
and  constitutional  check  to  ar-  check  or  limitation,  ought  to 
rest  its  action.  Nothing  but  govern.  To  understand  what 
such  check  on  the  part  of  the  our  government  is,  we  must 
weaker  interest  can  arrest  it ;  look  to  the  constitutioni  which 
mere  constitutional  limitations  is  the  basis  of  the  system.  He 
are  wholly  insufficient.  What-  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any 
ever  interest  obtains  possession  minute  examination  of  the  origin 
of  the  government  will,  from  the  and  the  source  of  its  powers ;  it 
nature  of  things,  be  in  favour  of  was  sufficient  for  his  purpose  to 
the  powers  and  against  the  limi-  state,  what  he  did  fearlessly,  that 
tations  imposed  by  the  constitu-  it  derived  its  power  from  the 
tion,  and  will  resort  to  every  people  of  the  separate  states, 
device  that  can  be  imagined,  to  each  ratifying  by  itself— each 
remove  those  restraints.  On  the  binding  itself  oy  its  own  sepa- 
contrary,  the  opposite  interest,  rate  majority,  through  its  sepa- 
that  which  he  haa  designated  as  rate  convention,  and  the  concur- 
the  stockholding  interest — the  rence  of  the  majorities  of  the 
tax  payers,  those  on  whom  the  several  states  forming  the  con- 
system  operates,  will  resist  the  stitution ;  thus  taking  the  sense 
abuse  of  powers,  and  contend  of  the  whole  by  that  of  the  seve- 
for  the  limitations.  And  it  is  on  ral  parts,  representing  the  va- 
that  point,  then,  that  the  contest  rious  interests  of  the  entire  com- 
between  the  delegated  and  the  m  unity.  It  was  this  concurring 
reserved  powers  will  be  waged ;  and  perfect  majority  which 
but,  in  this  contest,  as  the  inte-  formed  the  constitution,  and  not 
rests  in  possession  of  the  go-  that  majority  which  would  con- 
vernment  are  organized  and  sider  the  American  people  as  a 
armed  by  all  its  powers  and  single  community,  and  -whichy 
patronage;  the  opposite  interests,  instead  of  representing  fairly 
ifnotinlike  manner  organized  and  fully  the  interests  of  the 
and  possessed  of  a  power  to  whole,  would  but  represent,  as 
protect  themselves  under  the  has  been  stated,  the  interests  of 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  the  stronger  section.  No  candid 
will  be  as  inevitably  crushed,  as  man  can  dispute  that  he  had 
would  be  a  band  of  unorganized  given  a  correct  description  iji 
militia,  when  opposed  by  a  vete-  the  constitution-making  powex^— 
ran  and  trainea  corps  of  regu-  that  power  which  created  and 
lars.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  organized  the  government; 
that  power  can  only  be  opposed  which  delegated  to  it,  as  a  corn- 
by  power,  organization  by  or-  mon  agent,  certain  powers,  in 
ganization;  and  on  this  theory  trust  for  the  common  eood  of  all 
•tands  our  beautiful  federal  sys-  the  states,  and  which  nad  impo- 
tern  of  government.  No  free  sed  strict  limitation  and  checks 
system  was  ever  farther  re-  agsonst  abuses  and  usurpations. 
15 
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fA  ^dmiiitstarttig  the  delated  cebdailcy  can  ottf j  b«  ^prelMVlNl 

povtMj  the  constitution  provides  through  the  actidn  of  the  miteii 

^e)ry  properly,  fb  order  to  give  a^  oif;anized  foodies,  having  iMiy 

promptitiKfe  and  efficienov,  that  own  separate  governments,  and 

the  government  ishould  be  or-  possessed  of  the  right  under  thti 

gknized  dpon  the  principle  of  the  structure  of  our  system,  of  judg* 

absolute  majority,  or  rather  of  ing  of  the  extent  of  their  sepa- 

two  absolute  majorities  combi*  rate  powers,  and  of  interposing 

nedt  a  majority  of  the  states  their   authority  to   afrest   the 

cSoifiidei^ed   as   bodies    politic,  enactments  of  the  gerieral  wo- 

Which  prevails  iti  this  body  j  and  vemment  within  their  respecoVtt 

:'            a  majority  of  tte  people  of  the  limits.    He  would  not  enter,  al 

States,  estirftated  in  federal  num-  this  time,  into  the  discuSsiOfi  of 

bers,  ift  the  other  house  of  don-  thUi  ianportant  point',  as  it  had 

gresst    A  combiflation  of  the  been  ably  and  fulfy  presentefd  by 

two  prex^ils  in  the  choice  of  the  others  who  had  preceded  him  in 

^              president,  and,  of  Course,  in  the  this  debate,  on  the  same  side.  H 

mpfiomttnent   o(    judges,    they  was  only  by  this  power  of  interpo^ 

being  nominated  by  the  president  sition  that  the  reserved  rights  tf( 

atid  confirmed  by  the  senate.  It  the  states  could  be  peacefully 

is  thus  that  the  concurring  and  and  efficiently  protected  against 

the  absolute  majorities  are  com-  the  encroachments  of  the  getiie* 

bitted  in  one  complex  system ;  fal  government — that  the  limifil<» 

the  one  in  fomline  the  constitu-  tions  imposed  upon  its  authority 

tion,  and  the  other  in  making  would  be  enforced,  and  its  move-" 

and  cTxeCoth^  the  la^s;    thus  ments    Confined  to    the    orbH 

beautiiblly  binding  the  mode-  allotted  to  it  by  the  constitution* 

Iration,  justice,  and  equity  of  the  It  had,  indeed,  been  Said  in 

former  and  mere  perfect  majori-  debate,  that  this  could  be  efiect* 

iy,  with  the   promptness    and  ed  by  the  organisaticm  of  the 

^Mietgy  of  the  latter,  but  less  general  government  itself,  parti»> 

W            p^erfeifit.  cularly  by  tte  action  of  this 

'              ^  To  maintain  ^  ascendancy  lK>dy,    which  tepresented   the 

t)f  the  constitution  over  the  law  states,  and  that  the  states  them- 

khaking  majority,  is   the  ^eat  selves  must  look  to  the  general 

ted  essentia]  pomt  on  which  the  government  for  the  preServatioti 

MRieess  of  ifae  system  must  de-  of  miaoy  of  the  most  important 

pend;    unless  that  ascendancy  of  their  Reserved  r^tsi  He  did 

idkn  be  preserved,  the  necessai^  not  (said  Mr*  C»)  underrate  the 

tdusequenee  must  be,  that  the  vuhie  to  be  attached  to  the  of- 

laws  ^I  supersede  the  consti'-  ganic  an^ngement  of  the  geAe« 

tntion^  aitd,  finally,  the  will  of  ral  government,  and  the  wise 

the  et^«Qtive,bytheittJfluen6eof  distribution  of  its  ptrwers  fee* 

Its^patrdiii^,  will  supersede  the  tw^n  the  seteral  departments, 

It#s»  Indications  of  ^hich  are  and  in  particular  the  structws 

tmsidy  pefcqrtible.     *rhis  as»  a^Ki  the  important  fonctibiis  of 
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thii  feod>f ;  but  to  luppan?  ttot  gqy^rxmwU,  yr^ft^i  tb^  pQV' 

the  flfiimte  or  apy  department  ers  of  \k^  9tate  io  the  |iQ9.^e 

of  thii  gQVf roment  was  iptended  action  of  oont^pdiQg  fiiQtioQs, 

l»  W  tw  guardiaD  of  the  reper-  which  left  very  Jittte  more  pov- 

M4  rights*  wasa  great  and  ftip-  er  than  the  e^oe^i?  pf  th^  atr^Pgth 

dweptal  mistake.  The  govern-  of  the  majority  over  th^  miapri- 

XMnU  through  all  it?  depart-  ty.    But  a  goyernmeot  based 

mentaiy  represents  the  delegated,  upon  the  prificiple  of  the  QooQiir* 

9»d  nqt  Ihe  reserved  jpowers ;  ring  ipajorUy,  wb^r^  ^ach  grefit 

^Q^it  was  a  violation  of  ^he  fun-  interest  pos^ess^d  witlw  ityelf 

damental  principle  of  free  insti-  the  means  pf  s^slf  protectiop, 

jtutioQSf  to  suppose  that  any  hyt  which  ultimately  require?  the 

A»    rpsponsible   representative  mutual  consent  of  all'  the  partSf 

of  wy  interest,   coujd   be  its  necessarily  causes  that  unaninv- 

goardiaxi.    The  distribution  of  ty  in  council,  and  ardent  attach* 

tlbs  powers  of  the  general  go*  ment  of  all  the  parts  to  the  whole, 

TOjenm^nit  and  its  organization,  which  gives  an  irresistible  en^r- 

was    arranged  to  prevent  the  gy  to  a  government  so  constitu^ 

#buse  of  power,  in  fulfilling  Jibe  ted.    He  might  appeal  to  hiih 

Ae  important  trusts  confided  to  tory  lor  Ui9  truth  of  thejse  r^ 

it ;   and  not,  as  prepoaterouaiy  jtnarks,  of  which  the   Roman 

jn}ppoft9d„to  protect  the  reserved  ftimisbed  the  most  ikmili^r  and 

IKiwers,    which    are    confided  striking.    It  is  a  well  known 

^ndboUyto  the  guardianship  of  fact,  that  from  the  expulsion  pf 

Ae  ^v.eral  sta^tes.  the  Tarquins  to  the  tiipe  of  the 

Against  tthe  view  oi  our  sys-  establishment  of  the  Tributaria.n 

Xem  whioh  ^  had  presented,  power,  the  government /(^U  iato 

And  th^  right  of  the  state  to  in-  the  state  of  tbp  greatest  disprd^r 

iterpo^,  -it  was  x>bjected  that  it  and  distraction,  and  he  mi^ht 

,wx>\2l4.jead  to  anarchy  and  dis-  add,  porruption.    How  did  mis 

f (Hntionp     He   considered   the  happen  7    The  ejplaaation  will 

otijeotioD  as  without  theislight-  throw  .important  light  on  the 

fist  foundation,  and  that  so  far  subject     under     consideration, 

.frcan    tending  to  w^aknejss  or  The    pommuDity  was    divided 

disunion,  it  was  the  source  of  into  two  parts — thp  patricians 

the  highest  power,  and  of  the  And.thp  plebeians,  with  the  ppw<r 

strongest  cement    Nor  was  its  prs  of  the  state  principaUy  in 

.tendpncy  in  this  respect  difficult  the  hands  of  .the  former,  without 

.of  explanation.     The    govern*  adequate  phepk  to  prQtect  thp 

.foent  of  an  absolute  majority,  right'  of  the  latter.    The  result 

unohpcked  by  efficient  cpn^titu-  was  as  might  be  expected.  The 

vtional  restn^nt,  though^pparent-  patricians  converted  the  ppWt 

ly  strong,  was  in  reality  an  e;K-  ers  q(  the  governmept  into  tte 

.c^jeding^   feaebte    goverDment.  means  of  making  money,. to  en-» 

rThat  tendency  .to  conflict  be<-  rich  thiemselves  .and  their  ^e-^ 

'itwiD  'the  4^ts,  .mdiich  heJiad  .pendants,    -Thfiy,  jjk  >  w^, 

jAitmn  4p  pe  isiavitable  in  sn^  .had  tb^ir  American    tffuittmt 
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growing  out  of  the  peculiar  cha-  tacred,  and  who  should  have  the 
meter  of  the  government  and  right  of  interposing  their  veto, 
condition  of  the  country.  This  not  only  against  the  passage  of 
requires  explanation.  At  that  laws,  but  even  against  their  exe- 
period,  according  to  the  laws  of  cution — a  po^wer  which  those 
nations,  when  one  nation  con-  who  take  a  shallow  insight  into 
quered  another,  the  lands  of  the  human  nature,  would  pronounce 
vanquished  belonged  to  the  vie-  inconsistent  with  the  strength 
tors ;  and,  according  to  the  Ro-  and  unity  of  the  state,  if  not 
man  law,  the  lands  thus  acqui-  utterly  impracticable.  Yet,  so 
red  were  divided  into  parts,  one  far  from  tnat  being  the  effect, 
allotted  to  the  poorer  class  of  from  that  day  the  genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  other  assign-  Rome  became  ascendant ;  and 
ed  to  the  use  of  the  treasury,  of  victory  followed  her  steps  till 
which  the  patricians  had  the  dis-  she  had  established  an  almost 
tribution  and  administration,  imiversal  dominion.  How  can 
The  patricians  abused  their  a  result  so  contrary  to  all  anti- 
power  by  withholding  from  the  cipation  be  explained  T  The 
people  that  which  ought  to  have  explanation  appeared  to  him  to 
teen  allotted  to  them ;  and  by  be  simple.  No  measure  or 
converting  to  their  own  use  that  movement  could  be  adopted 
which  ought  to  have  gone  to  the  without  the  concurring  assent  of 
treasury.  In  a  word,  they  took  both  the  patricians  and  plebeians, 
to  themselves  the  entire  spoils  of  and  each  thus  became  depend- 
victory,  and  they  had  thus  the  ant  on  the  other,  and  of  conse- 
most  powerful  motive  to  keep  quence,  the  desire  and  objects  of 
the  state  perpetually  involved  in  neither  could  be  efiected  without 
war,  to  the  utter  impoverishment  the  concurrence  of  the  other, 
and  oppression  of  the  people.  To  obtain  this  concurrence,  each 
After  resisting  the  abuse  of  pow-  was  compelled  to  consult  the 
er  by  all  peaceable  means,  and  good  will  of  the  other,  and  to 
the  oppression  becoming  intole-  elevate  to  office,  not  simply 
;j  rable,  the  people,  at  last,  with-  those  who  might  have  the  con- 
drew  from  the  city — the^,  in  a  fidence  of  the  order  to  which  he 
word,  seceded;  and,  to  induce  belonged,  but  also  that  of  the 
them  to  reunite,  the  patricians  other.  The  result  was,  that 
conceded  to  the  plebeians,  as  the  men  possessing  those  qualities 
means  of  protecting  their  sepa-  which  would  naturally  command 
rate  interest,  the  very  power  confidence,  moderation,  wisdom, 
which  he  contended  is  necessary  justice,  and  patriotism,  were 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  states;  elevated  to  office,  and  these,  by 
but  which  is  now  represented  the  weight  of  their  authority, 
as  necessarily  leading  to  dis-  and  the  prudence  of  their  eoun- 
union.  They  wanted  to  the  sel,  together  with  that  spirit  of 
people  the  right  of  choosing  unanimity  necessarOy  resulting 
three  tribunes  from  among  them-  from  the  concurring  assent  of 
selves,  whose  persons  should  be  the  two   orders,  Airtiishes  the 
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real  explanation  of  the  power  of  affirmatively  in  favour  of  the  go* 
the  Roman  state,  and  of  that  vernment,  by  the  voice  of  three 
extraordinary  wisdom,  modera-  fourths  of  the  states,  as  the  highest 
tion,  and  firmness,  which  in  so  power  known  under  the  system, 
remarkable  a  degree  characteri-  Mr.   C.   said   that  he  knew 
zed  her  public  men.     He  might  the  difficulty,  in  our  country,  of 
illustrate  the  truth  of  the  position  establishing  the  truth  of  the  prin- 
which  he  had  laid  down,  Iw  a  ciple  for  which  he    contended, 
reference  to  the  liistory  of  all  though  resting  upon  the  clearest 
free  states,  ancient  and  modern,  reason,  and  tested  by  the  univer- 
distinguished  for   their    power  sal  experience  of  free  nations, 
and  patriotism,  and  conclusively  He  knew  that  the  governments 
show,  not  only  that  there  was  of  the  several  states  would  be 
not   one  which  had  not  some  cited  as  an  argument  against  the 
contrivance,  under  some  form,  conclusion  to  which  he  had  ar- 
by  which  the  concurring  assent  rived,  and  which  for  the  most 
of  the  different  portions  of  the  part,  were  constructed  on  the 
community  was  made  necessary  principle  of  the  absolute  majori- 
in  the  action  of  government,  but  ty ;  but  in  his  opinion  a  satisfac- 
also  that  the  virtue,  patriotism,  tory  answer  could  be  given;  that 
and  strength  of  the  state,  were  the  objects  of  expenditure  which 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  per-  fell  within  the  sphere  of  a  state 
fection  of  the  means  of  securing  government,  were  few  and  in- 
such  assent.     In  estimating  the  considerable,  so  that  be  their  ac- 
operation  of  this  principle  in  our  tion  ever  so  irregular,  it  could 
system,  which  depends,  as  he  occasion  but  little  derangement 
had  stated,  on  the  right  of  inter-  If,  instead  of  being  members  of 
position  on  the  part  of  the  state,  this    great    confederacy,    they 
we  must  not  omit  to  take  into  formed    distinct    communities, 
consideration  the  amending  pow-  and  were  compelled  to  raise  ar- 
er,  by  which  new  powers  may  mies,  and  incur  other  expenses 
be  granted;  or  any  derangement  necessary  to  their  defence,  the 
of  the  system  be  corrected,  by  laws  which  he  had  laid  down  as 
the  concurring  assent  of  three  necessarily  controlling  the  action 
fourths  of  the  states,  and  thus,  of  a  state,  where  the  will  of  an 
in  the  same  degree,  strengthen-  absolute  and  unchecked  majority 
ing  the  power  of  repairing  any  prevailed,  would  speedily  dis- 
derangement  occasioned  by  the  close  themselves  in  faction,  anar- 
executive  action  of  a  state.     In  chy,  and  corruption.     Even  as 
fact,  the  power  of  interposition,  the  case  is,  the  operation  of  the 
fairly  understood,  may  be  con-  causes  to  which  he  had  referred, 
sidered  in  the  light  of  an  appeal  were  perceptible  in  some  of  the 
against  the  usurpations  oi   the  larger  and  more  populous  mem- 
general    government,  the  joint  bers  of  the  Union,  whose  go- 
agent  of  all   the  states,  to  the  vernments  had  a  powerful  cen- 
states  themselves,  to  be  decided  tral  action,  and  which  already 
under    the    amending    power,  showed  a  strong  tendency  to 
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thut  moDied  %oliim  which  w  tb^ 
iDvariable  foirenmo^  of  carrup- 
tioo  and  eo0Tul9ioo«. 

But  to  return  to  the  feaer^l 
^vemment;  we  hftve  now  suf- 
ficient experience  to  nflcertaip 
that  the  tendency  to  conflict  in 
it«  action,  m  between  south- 
ern and  other  eections.  The 
huter  having  a  decided  majority, 
mugt  habitc^l^  be  pocweased  of 
the  powers  of  the  government, 
boik  in  this  and  in  the  other 
house ;  and  being  governed  by 
that  instinctive  love  of  power  so 
natural  to  the  human  breaait, 
Ihey  JBUst  become  the  advoeates 
of  the  power  of  govennent,  and 
in  the  same  degree  opposed  to 
tbs  limitations;  v^ile  the  other 
and  weakear  section  is  ap  ^^eces- 
aarily  thrown  on  the  side  of  the 
limit^ions.  In  one  word ;  the 
one  seetiop  is  the  natural  guar- 
dian of  the  delegated  powers, 
and  the  other  of  the  reserved ; 
and  the  str^ggIe  on  the  side  of 
the  former  will  .be  to  enlaijge 
the  powers,  while  that  on  the 
opposite  side  will  be  to  restrain 
them  within  their  constitutional 
limits.  The  contest  will,  in  fact, 
be  a  contest  between  power  and 
liberty,  and  such  he  con^udered 
the  present — a  contest  in  which 
the  weaker  section,  with  its  pe- 
culiar labour,  productions,  and 
situation,  has  at  stake  all  that 
can  be  dear  to  freemen.  Should 
they  be  able  to  maintain  in  their 
full  vigour  their  reserved  rights, 
libeity  and  prosperity  will  be 
their  jportion ;  but  if  they  yield 
and  permit  the  stronger  inters t 
to  consolidate  within  itself  all  the 
powers  of  the  goveiw«ent,:^n 
will  its:  fete  be  more  wretched 
than  that  of  the  aborigines  which 


they  have  ewUefl  or  of  (Mr 
idaves.  In  this  great  atvug|^ 
between  the  delegated  mA  19- 
served  powers,  90  ^r  freBi  pepi- 
nii^  that  Ms  lot,  and  that  ^f 
those  whom  he  ffepi«senled#  is 
cast  cm  the  side  of  the  latter,  hfS 
rejoiced  that  such  is  the  fact ;  for 
though  we  participate  in  but  fow 
of  the  advantages  of  the  govMi- 
ment,  we  are  compensaled*  md 
n^re  than  eonapeosatfed«  in  mt 
being  so  «9tuch  ^jxHiiaad  toiits 
eorruption,  Nor  did  ha  lupine 
that  tU  duty,  so  .diffiault  $^  he 
discharmd  as  the  d^ence  .<^the 
reserved  powers^  against  appa« 
lently  such  fear&il  odds,  had 
been  asaigned  to  them..  To  dip« 
charge  ^uecessiully  this  hi(A 
duty,  requires  the  highest  qvM* 
ties,  moral  and  inteU^ctual;  and 
should  we  p^orm  it  with  a  seal 
and  ability  in  proportion  to  its 
magnitude,inatead  of  being  OMve 
planters,  our  section  willibeoome 
distinguished  for  its  patriots  And 
statesmen.  JBut  on  the  oth^r 
hand,  if  we  prove  unworthy  of 
this  high  destiny — if  we  yield  f|o 
the  steady  enoroachment  ^of 
power,  the  severest  aod  cioat 
debasing  <m]amity  and  coemp- 
tion will  over^read  the  land« 
Every  southern  man,  true  to  the 
interests  of  his  section,  and  faith* 
ful  to  the  duties  which  Provi-i 
dence  has  allotted  to  him,  will 
be  for  ever  excluded  from  the 
honours  and  emoluments  of  this 
government,  which  will  be  re- 
served for  those  on^,  who  have 
qualified  themselves  by  -poUtioal 
prostitution,  for  admission  into 
the  Sfofc^iakn  a/iyhim. 

Mr.  Wehsler  m^died  to  Mr. 
Calbeui^>  apaedh,  with  his  ^Naal 
force  and  success. 
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^thid  genlleinali  fr<*n  8<tath  feertkat  no  friend  caa  Mfdjr 

Carbiim,  said  Mr.  Webster,  has  come  to  faos  relief;  that  no  one 

feuknonished  tn  to  be  mindful  of  can  aproach  near  enough  to  hold 

the  opinions  of  those  who  shall  out  a  hdpii^  hand,  without  dan* 

come  after  us.     We  must  take  ^r  of  goifig  down  himself  also* 

our  chance,  sir,  as  to  the  light  mto  the  oottomless  depths  of  this 

fat   which  posterity  will  regard  Serbonian  bog. 

us.    I  do  not  decline  its  jodg-  The    honourable    geoUeman 

Bient,Bor  withhold  myself  from  has  declared  that  txi  the  decision 

Its  scrutiny.    Feeling  that  I  am  of  the  question  now  in  debate^ 

fieiforming  my  public  duty  with  may  depend  the  cause  of  liberty 

ik^lenessof  heart,  and  to  the  itself.  I  am  of  thesameopiniosi; 

best  of  my  ability,  I  fearlessly  but,  then,  sir,  the  liberty  which 

trustmyself  lo  the  country,  ^ow  I  think  is  staked  on  the  conteety 

and  hereafter^  and  leave  both  my  is  not  political  liberty  in  any 

motives  and  character  to  its  de-  general  and  undefined  character, 

Mtton.  but  our  own,  well  understood. 

The  gentleman  has  terminated  and    long    eii}0}'ed    Janerican 

bis  'speeoh  in  a  tone  of  threat  and  liberty. 

defiance  towards  this  bill,  even  Sir,  I  lave  liberty  no  less  ar« 

ihottld  it  become  a  law  of  the  dently  than  the  gentleman,  in 

iMd,  altogether  unusual  in  halls  whatever  form  «he   may  have 

0f  congress.    But   I  shall  not  appeared  in  the  progress  of  hu« 

snf&r  myself  to  be  excited  into  man  history.     As   exhibited  in 

Imrmth,  by  his  denunciation  of  the  master  8tatesofantiquity*-^as 

the  nieasi^tfe  which  I  support,  breaking  out  again  from  amidBt 

IWinong  the  feelings  which  at  this  the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages, 

tttoment  fill  tny  breast,  not  the  and  beaming  on  the  formation  of 

least  is    that  of  regret  at  the  new    communities,    in   modem 

tosition  ui  which  the  gentleman  Europe,    she    has  always  and 

as  placed  himself.    Sir,  he  does  every  where    charms   ior  me« 

himself  no  justice.     The  oause  Yet,  sir,  it  is  our  own  liberty, 

which  he  has  espoused  finds  no  guarded    by  constitutions   and 

basiainthe  constitution — no  sue-  secured     by  union;  it  is  that 

i90Ur  fipdm  public  sympathy — no  liberty  which  is  our   paternal 

^dieerhig  firom  a  patriotic  com-  inheritance,  it  is  our  established, 

tiMmity.    Ho  has  no  foothold  on  dear-bought,  peculiar  American 

^biA  to  stand,  where  he  might  liberty  to  which  I  am  chiefly 

display  Ihe  powers  of  Ms  ac-  devoted,  and  the  cause  of  whidi 

knowkdged  talents.  Every  thing  I  now  mean,  to  the  utmost  of  my 

beneath  Ins  feet  is  hollow  and  power,  to  maintain  and  def^id. 

treacheroos^    He  is  likea  strong  Mr.  President,  if  I  considered 

tOAn  struggling  in  a    morass ;  the  constitutional  question  now 

•very  MS^rtto^e^^tricate  himself,  before  u»  as  doubtful  as  it  is  ira- 

xfiofyfbiit^bikndi^ptTBiid  deep-  portant,  and  if  I  supposed  tbit 

%r.    Alki- 1  fesLr  m6  i^semblance  this  decision,  either-  in  the  senate 

lifay  fo  cArriiki  -still  further.  I  or  by  the  country,  was  likely  to 
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be,  in  any  degree,  iofluenoed  by 
the  manner  in  which  I  might 
now  discuss  it,  this  would  be  to 
me  a  moment  of  deep  solicitude. 
Such  a  moment  has  once  exist- 
ed. There  has  been  a  time,  when, 
rising  in  this  place,  on  the  same 
question,  I  felt,  I  must  confess, 
that  something  for  good  or  evil 
to  the  constitution  of  the  country 
might  depend  on  an  efibrt  of 
mine.  But  circumstances  are 
changed.  Since  that  day,  sir, 
the  public  opinion  has  become 
awakened  to  this  great  question ; 
it  has  grasped  it,  it  has  reasoned 
upon  it,  as  becomes  an  intelligent 
and  patriotic  community,  and 
has  settled  it,  or  now  seems  in 
the  progress  of  settling  it,  by  an 
authority  which  none  can  dis* 
obey — the  authority  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves. 

I  shall  not,  Mr.  President, 
follow  the  gentleman,  step  by 
step,  through  the  course  of  his 
speech.  ^  Much  has  consisted  of 
philosophical  remark  upon  the 
general  nature  of  political  liber- 
ty, and  the  histojy  of  free  insti- 
tutions ;  and  of  other  topics,  so 
general  in  their  nature,  as  to 
possess,  in  my  opinion,  only  a 
remote  bearing  on  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  debate. 

But  the  gentleman's  speech, 
made  some  days  ago,  upon  in- 
troducing his  resolutions ;  those 
resolutions  themselves,  and  parts 
of  the  speech  now  just  conclu- 
ded, may  probably  be  justly  re- 
fsirded  as  containing  the  whole 
outh  Carolina  doctrine.  That 
doctrine  it  is  my  purpose  to 
examine,  and  to  compare  it 
with  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.    I  shall  not  con- 


sent, sir,  to  make  any  new  cdn" 
stitution,  or  to  establish  another 
form  of  government  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say  what  a  consti* 
tution  for  these  United  States 
ought  to  be.  That  question  the 
people  have  decided  for  them- 
selves, and  I  shall  take  the  in* 
strumcnt  as  they  have  establish- 
ed it,  and  shall  endeavour  to 
maintain  it,  in  its  plain  sense 
and  meaning,  against  opinions 
and  notions  which,  in  my  judg« 
ment,  threaten  its  subversion. 

The  resolutions  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  were  appa- 
rently drawn  up  with  care,  and 
brought  forward  upon  delibera- 
tion. I  shall  not  be  in  danger, 
therefore,  of  misunderstan< 
him,  or  those  who  agree  wil 
him,  if  I  proceed  at  once  to  these 
resolutions,  and  consider  them 
as  an  authentic  statement  of 
those  opinions,  upon  the  great 
constitutional  question,  by  which 
the  recent  proceedings  in  South 
Carolina  are  attempted  to  be 
justified. 

These  resolutions  are  three  in 
number. 

The  third  seems  intended  to 
enumerate  and  to  deny  the  seve- 
ral opinions  expressed  in  the 
president's  proclamation,  re* 
specting  the  nature  and  powers 
of  this  government.  Of  this  third 
resolution,  I  propose,  at  present, 
to  take  no  particular  notice. 

The  two  first  resolutions  of 
the  honourable  member  affirm 
these  propositions,  viz : 

1.  That  the  political  system 
under  which  we  live,  and  under 
which  congress  is  now  assem« 
bled,  is  a  compact^  to  which  the 
people  of  the  several  states,  as 
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separate  and  sovereign  commu-  sovereigns ;   a   constitution    of 

nities  are  the  parties.  government,  and  a  compact  be- 

2.  That  these  sovereign  par-  tween  sovereign  powers,  being 

ties  have  a  right  to  judge,  each  things  essentially  unlike  in  their 

for  itself,  of  any  alleged  viola-  very  natures,  and  incapable  of 

tion  of  the  constitution  by  con-  ever  being  the  same.     Yet  the 

Sess ;  and,  in  case  of  such  vio-  word  constitutioTi  is  on  the  very 
tion,  to  choose,  each  for  itself,  front  of  the  instrument.  He  can- 
its  own  mode  and  measure  of  not  overlook  it.  He  seeks,  there- 
fedress.  fore,  to  compromise  the  matter, 
It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  honour-  and  to  sink  all  the  substantial 
able  member  calls  this  a  **  con-  sense  of  the  word,  while  he  re- 
Hitutional^  compact;  but  still  tains  a  resemblance  of  its  sound. 
he  affirms  it  to  be  a  compact  He  introduces  a  new  word  of 
bHween  sovereign  states.  What  his  own,  viz :  compact,  as  im- 
precise meaning,  then,  does  he  porting  the  principal  idea,  and 
9Lit^chto  the  term  constitutional?  designed  to  play  the  principal 
When  applied  to  compacts  be-  part,  and  degrades  constitution 
tween  sovereign  states,  the  term  iirto  an  insignificant,  idle  epithet, 
constitutional  affixes  to  that  word  attached  to  compact.  The  whole 
tompact  no  definite  idea.  Were  then  stands  as  a  "  constitutional 
we  to  hear  of  a  constitutional  compact  T  And,  in  this  way  he 
league  or  treaty  between  England  hopes  to  pass  off  a  plausible 
and  France,  or  a  constitutional  gloss,  as  satisfying  the  words  of 
convention  between  Austria  and  the  instrument ;  but  he  will  find 
Russia,  we  should  not  under-  himself  disappointed.  Sir,  1  must 
stand  what  could  be  intended  by  say  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
such  a  league,  such  a  treaty,  or  that,  in  our  American  political 
such  a  convention.  In  these  grammar,  constitution  is  a  noun 
connexions,  the  word  is  void  of  substantive;  it  imports  a  distinct 
8:11  meaning;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  and  clear  idea  of  itself ;  and  it  is 
easy,  quite  easy,  to  see  why  the  not  to  lose  its  importance  and 
honourable  gentleman  has  used  dignity — it  is  not  to  do  turned  into 
it  in  these  resolutions.  He  can-  a  poor,  ambiguous,  senseless, 
not  open  the  book,  and  look  unmeaning  adjective,  for  the 
upon  our  written  frame  of  go-  purpose  of  accommodating  any 
vernment,  without  seeing  that  it  new  set  of  political  notions.  Sir, 
is  called  a  constitution.  This  we  reject  his  new  rules  of  syntax 
may  well  be  appalling  to  him.  altogether.  We  will  not  give 
It  threatens  his  whole  doctrine  up  our  forms  of  political  speech 
of  compact,  and  its  darling  deri-  to  the  grammarians  of  the  school 
vatives,  nullification  and  seces-  of  nullification.  By  the  consti* 
sion,  with  instant  confutation,  tulion,  we  mean  not  a  "  consti^ 
Because,  if  he  admits  our  instru-  tutional  compact"  but,  simply 
ment  of  government  to  be  a  con-  and  directly,  the  constitution, 
stitution,  then,  for  that  very  rea-  the  fundamental  law  ;  and  if 
soUf  it  is  not  a  compact  between  there  be  one  word  in  the  lan- 
16 
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ffuage,  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  understand,  this  is 
that  word.  We  know  no  more 
of  a  constitutional  compact  be- 
tween sovereign  powers,  than 
we  know  of  a  constitutional  in- 
denture of  co-partnership,  a  con- 
stitutional  deed  of  conveyance, 
or  a  constitutional  bill  of  ex- 
change. But  we  know  what  the 
constitution  is ;  we  know  what 
the  plainly  written  fundamental 
law  is  ;  we  know  what  the  bond 
of  our  Union  and  the  security 
of  our  liberties  is ;  and  we  mean 
to  maintain  and  to  defend  it,  in 
its  plain  sense  and  unsophistica- 
ted meaning. 

The  sense  of  the  gentleman's 
proposition,  therefore,  is  not  at 
all  affected,  one  way  or  the 
other,  by  the  use  of  this 
word.  That  proposition  still' is, 
that  our  system  of  gc^vernment 
is  but  a  compact  between  the 
people  of  separate  and  sovereign 
states. 

The  first  resolution  declares 
that  the  people  of  the  several 
states  ^^accedecT  to  the  consti- 
tution, or  to  the  constitutional 
compact,  as  it  is  called.  This 
word  **  accede,**  not  found  either 
in  the  constitution  itself,  or  in  the 
ratification  of  it  by  any  one  of 
the  states,  has  been  chosen  for 
use  here,  doubtless  not  without 
a  well  considered  purpose. 

The  natural  converse  of  ac- 
cession is  secession ;  and,  there- 
fore, when  it  is  stated  that  the 
people  of  the  states  acceded  to 
the  union;  it  may  be  more  plau- 
sibly argued  that  they  may  secede 
from  it  If,  in  adopting  the  con- 
stitution, nothing  was  done  but 
acceding  to  a  compact;  nothing 


would  se«m  necessary,  in  order 
to  break  it  up,  but  to  secede 
from  the  same  compact    But 
the  term  is  wholly  out  of  place. 
Accession,  as  a  word  applied  to 
political     associations,     implies 
coming  into  a   league,  treaty, 
or  confederacy,  by  one  hitherto 
a  stranger  to  it :  and  secession 
implies    departing    from    such 
league   or    confeaeracy.     The 
people   of  the    United    States 
have  used  no  such  form  of  ex- 
pression, in  establishing  the  pre« 
sent  government     They  do  not 
say  that  they  accede  to  a  league; 
but  that  they  declare  that  they 
ordain  and  establish  a  constitu- 
tion.    Such  are  the  very  words 
of  the  instrument  itself;  and  in  all 
the  states,  without  an  exception, 
the  language  used  by  their  con- 
ventions was,  that  they"rait- 
fied  the  constitution — ^  some  of 
them  employing  the  additional 
words  "  assented  to^and  "  adopt- 
ed,**  but  all  of  them  •*  ratifying.'' 
There  is  more  importance  than 
may^  at  first  sight,  appear,  in  the 
introduction  of  this  new  word 
by  the    honourable    mover    of 
these  resolutions.     Its  adoption 
and    use   are   indispensable  to 
maintain  those  premises,  from 
which  his  main  conclusion  is  to 
be  afterwards  drawn.    But,  be- 
fore showing  that,  allow  me  to 
remark,  that  this   phraseology 
tends  to  keep  out  of  sight  me 
just  view  of  our  previous  politi- 
cal historv,  as  well  as  to  suggest 
wron^  ideas  as  to  what  was 
actually  done  when  the  present 
constitution  was  agreed  to.   In 
1789,  and  before  this  constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  the   United 
States  had  already  been  a  Union, 


ENFORCING  BILL.  129 

more  or  less  close,  for  fifteen  stranger  to  the  existing  Union, 
▼ears.  At  least  as  fas  back  as  "^  Canada,"  says  the  11m  article, 
the  meeting  of  the  first  congress,  **  acceding  to  this  confederation, 
in  1774,  they  had  been,  in  some  and  joining  in  the  measures  of 
measure,  and  to  some  national  the  United  States,  shall  be  ad« 
purposes,  united  together.  Be-  mitted  into  the  Union.'' 
lore  the  confederation  of  1781,  Having  thus  used  the  terms 
they  had  declared  independence  ratify  and  corifirm,  even  in  regard 
jointly,  and  had  carried  on  the  to  tne  old  confederation,  it  would 
war  jointly,  both  by  sea  and  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if  the 
land ;  and  this,  not  as  separate  people  of  the  United  States, 
states,  but  as  one  people.  When,  after  its  formation,  and  when 
therefore,  they  formed  that  con-  they  came  to  establish  the  pre- 
federation,  and  adopted  its  arti-  sent  constitution,  had  spoken  of 
cles,  as  articles  of  perpetual  the  states,  or  the  people  of  the 
union,  they  did  not  come  to-  states,  as  acceding  to  this  consti- 
gether  for  the  first  time ;  and,  tution.  Such  language  would 
therefore,  they  did  not  speak  of  have  been  ill  suited  to  the  occa- 
the  states  as  acceding  to  tiie  con-  sion.  It  would  have  implied  an 
federation,  although  it  was  a  existing  separation  or  oisunion 
league*  and  nothing  but  a  league,  among  the  states ;  such  as  never 
and  rested  on  nothing  but  plight-  has  existed  since  1774.  No 
ed  faith  for  its  performance,  such  language,  therefore,  was 
Yet,  even  then,  the  states  were  used.  The  language  actually 
not  strangers  to  each  other ;  employed  is,  adopts  ratify^  or- 
there  was  a  bond  of  union  al-  dain,  establish, 
ready  subsisting  between  them ;  Therefore,  sir,  since  any 
they  were  associated.  United  state,  before  she  can  prove  her 
States ;  and  the  object  of  the  right  to  dissolve  the  Union,  must 
confederation  was  to  make  a  show  her  authority  to  undo  what 
stronger  and  better  bond  of  has  been  done,  no  state  is  at 
union.  Their  representatives  liberty  to  secede^  on  the  ground 
deliberated  together  on  these  that  she  and  other  states  have 
proposed  articles  of  confedera-  done  nothing  but  accede.  She 
tion,  and,  being  authorized  by  must  show,  that  she  has  a  right 
their  respective  states,  finally  to  reverse  what  has  been  ordain^ 
**  ratified  and  confirmed"  them,  ed;  to  unsettle  and  overthrow 
Inasmuch  as  they  were  already  what  has  been  established;  to  re- 
in union,  they  did  not  speak  of  ject  what  the  people  have  adopt- 
acceding  to  the  new  articles  of  ed;  and  to  break  up  what  they 
confederation,  but  of  ratifying  have  ratified :  because  these  are 
and  confirming  them ;  and  this  the  terms  which  express  the 
language  was  not  used  inadver-  transactions  which  have  actually 
tently,  because,  in  the  same  in-  taken  place.  In  other  words, 
strument,  accession  is  used  in  its  she  must  show  her  right  to  make 
proper  sense,  when  applied  to  a  revolution. 
Canada,  which  was  altogether  a  If,    sir,     in    drawing   these 
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resolutions,  the  honourable  mem-  case  of  revolution.    Let  us 

ber    had    confined    himself   to  if  it  be  not  so.    He  must  state# 

the  use   of   constitutional    Ian-  in  the  first  place,  that  the  people 

guage,  there  would  have  been  a  of  the  several  states  adopted  and 

wide  and  awful  hiatus  between  ratified  this  constitution,  or  form 

his  premises  and  his  conclusion,  of  government ;  and,  in  the  next 

Leaving  out  the  two  words  com-  place,  he  must  state  that  they 

pact  and  accession^  which  are  have  a  right  to  undo  this ;  that 

not  constitutional  modes  of  ex-  is  to  say,  that  they  have  a  right 

pression,  and  stating  the  matter  to  discard  the  form  of  govern* 

precisely  as  the  truth  is,  his  first  ment  which  they  have  adopted^ 

resolution  would  have  aflirmed  and  to  break  up  the  constitution 

that  thz  people  of  the   several  which  they  have  ratified.    Now, 

states  ratified  this  constitution  sir,  this  is  neither  more  nor  less 

or  form  of  government.     These  than  saying    that    they  have  a 

are  the  very  words  of  South  right  to  make  a  revolution.    To 

Carolina  herself,  in  her  own  act  reject   an    established    govem- 

of  ratification.     Let,   then,   his  ment,  to  break   up  a  political 

first  resolution    tell  the    exact  constitution,  is  revolution, 

truth ;  let  it  state  the  fact  pre-  I  deny  that  any  man  can  state 

cisely  as  it  exists ;  let  it  say  that  accurately,  what  was  done  by 

the  people  of  the  several  states  the   people,  in  establishing  the 

ratified  a  constitution,  or   form  present    constitution,  and  then 

of  government ;   and  then,  sir,  state  accurately,  what  the  pe<v 

what  will  become  of  his  infer-  pie,  or  any  part  of  them,  must 

ence   in   his  second  resolution,  now  do  to  get  rid  of  its  obliga* 

whichisintheseword8,viz:  **  thaU  tions,  without  stating  an  undeni<» 

as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact^  able  case  of  the   overthrow  of 

among  sovereign  parties^  each  government.   I  admit,  of  course^ 

has  an  equal  right  to  judge  for  that   the   people    may,  if  they 

itself,  as  well  of  the  infraxAijon  choose,  overthrow  the  govern- 

as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  ment.    But,  then,  that  is  revolu- 

redress?^    It  is   obvious,  is  it  tion.  The  doctrine  now  contend* 

not,  sir,  that  this  conclusion  re-  ed  for  is,  that,  by  nullification  or 

quires  for  its  support  quite  other  secession,  the  obligations  and  au- 

premises;  it  requires  premises  thority  of  the  government  may  be 

which  speak  of  accession  and  setaside  or  rejected,  without  revo* 

of  compact  between   sovereign  lution.    But  that  is  what  I  deny ; 

powers,    and      without     such  and  what  I  say  is,  that  no  man 

premises    it   is  altogether  un-  can  state  the  case  with  historical 

meaning.  accuracy,  and  in  constitutional 

If  the  honourable  member  will  language,  without  showing  that 

truly  state  what  the  people  did  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  right, 

forming  this  constitution,  and  then  as  asserted  in  his  conclusion,  is 

state,wnat  they  must  do  if  they  a  revolutionary  right  merely  ( 

would  now  undo  what  they  then  that  it  does  not,  and  cannot  exist 

did,he  would  unavoidably  state  a  under  the  constitution,  or  agree- 
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ably  to  the  constitution,  but  can  held  together  onl^  h^  a  subsisting 

'  come  into  existence  only  when  treaty,  resting  for  its  fulfilment 

the  constitution  is  overthrown,  and  continuance  on  no  inherent 

This  is  the  reason,  sir,  which  power  of  its  own,  but  on  the 

makes  it  necessary  to  abandon  plighted  faith  of  each  state  ;  or, 

the  use   of   constitutional    Ian-  in  other  words,  that  our  union  is 

guage  for  a  new    vocabu]ar}%  but  a  league ;    and,  as   conse- 

and  to  substitute  in  the  place  of  quence    from    this   proposition, 

plain  historical  facts,  a  series  of  they  further  affirm  that,  as  sove- 

assumptions.  This  is  the  reason  reigns  are  subject  to  no  superior 

why  it  is  necessary  to  give  new  power,  the  states  must  decide, 

names  to  things,  to  speak  of  the  each  for  itself,  of  any  alleged 

constitution,  not  as  a  constitution,  violation  of  the  league ;    and,  if 

but  as  a  compact,  and  of  the  such   violation  be  supposed  to 

ratifications  by  the  people,  not  have  occurred,  each  may  adopt 

as  ratifications,  but  as  acts  of  any  mode  or  measure  of  redress 

accession.  which  it  shall  think  proper. 

Sir,  I  intend  to  hold  the  gentle-  Other  consequences  naturally 
man  to  the  written  record.  In  follow,  too,  from  the  main  pro- 
the  discussion  of  a  constitutional  position.  If  a  league  between 
question,  I  intend  to  impose  upon  sovereign  powers  have  no  limi-  , 
him  the  restraints  of  constitu-  tation  as  to  the  time  of  its  dura- 
tional language.  The  people  tion,  and  contain  nothing  ma- 
have  ordained  a  constitution;  king  it  perpetual,  it  subsists  only 
can  they  reject  it  without  re-  during  the  good  pleasure  of  the 
▼oluti(Mi  ?  They  have  establish-  parties,  although  no  violation  be 
ed  a  form  of  government ;  can  complained  of.  If,  in  the  opinion 
they  overthrow  it  without  revo-  of  either  party,  it  be  violated, 
lution  ?  These  are  the  true  such  party  may  say  that  he  will 
questions.  no  longer  fulfil  its  obligations  on 

Allow  me  now,    sir,  to    in-  his  part,  but  will   consider  the 

quire  further   into    the  extent  whole  league  or  compact  at  an 

of  the  propositions  contained  in  end,  although  it  might  be  one  of 

the  resolutions ;  and  their  neces-  its  stipulations,  that  it  should  be 

sary  consequences.  perpetual.    Upon  this  principle, 

Where  sovereign  communities  the    congress   of    the    United 

are  parties,  there  is  no  essential  States,  in    1798,   declared  null 

difiference  between  a  compact,  a  and  void  the  treaty  of  alliance 

confederation,    and    a    league,  between  the  United  States  and 

They  all  equally  rest   on    the  France,  though  it  professed  to 

plighted  faith  of  the   sovereign  be  a  perpetual  alliance, 
party.  A  league  or  confederacy.       If  the  violation  of  the  league 

18  but  a  subsisting  or  continuing  be  accompanied    with    serious 

treaty.  injuries — tne    suffering    party. 

The  gentleman's  resolutions,  being  sole  judge    of  his  own 

then,  afiurm  in  effect,  that  these  mode  and  measure  of  redress, 

twenty-four  United  States  are  has  a  right  to  indemnify  himself 
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by  reprisals  on  the  ofiending 
members  of  the  league ;  and  re- 
prisals, if  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  require  it,  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  direct,  avowed,  and 
public  war. 

The  necessary  import  of  the 
resolutions,  therefore,  is  that  the 
United  States  are  connected 
only  by  a  league  ;  that  it  is  in 
the  good  pleasure  of  every  state 
to  decide  how  long  she  will 
choose  to  remain  a  member  of 
this  league ;  that  any  state  may 
determine  the  extent  of  her  own 
obligations  under  it,  and  accept 
or  reject  what  shall  be  decided 
by  the  whole ;  that  she  may  also 
determine  whether  her  rights 
have  been  violated,  what  is  the 
extent  of  the  injury  done  her, 
and  what  mode  and  measure  of 
redress  her  wrongs  may  make 
it  fit  and  expedient  for  her  to 
adopt.  The  result  of  the  whole 
is,  that  any  state  may  secede  at 
pleasure;  that  any  state  may 
resist  a  law  which  she  herself 
may  choose  to  say  exceeds  the 
power  of  congress,  and  that,  as 
a  sovereign  power,  she  may 
redress  her  own  grievances  by 
her  own  arm,  at  her  discretion ; 
she  may  make  reprisals;  she  may 
cruise  against  the  property  of 
other  members  of  the  league; 
she  may  authorize  captures,  and 
make  open  war. 

If,  sir,  this  be  our  political 
condition,  it  is  time  the  people 
of  the  United  States  understood 
it.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to 
the  practical  consequences  of 
these  opinions.  One  state  hold- 
ing an  embargo  law  unconstitu- 
tional, may  declare  her  opinion, 
and  withdraw  from  the  Union. 


She  secedes.  Another  forming 
and  expressing  the  same  judg- 
ment on  a  law  laying  duties  on 
imports,  may  withdraw  also^ 
She  secedes.  And  asi  in  her 
opinion,  monev  has  been  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  her  citizens 
illegally,  under  pretence  of  this 
law,  and  as  she  has  power  to 
redress  their  wrongs,  she  may 
demand  satisfaction ;  and,  if  re- 
fused, she  may  take  it  with  a 
strong  hand.  The  gentleman 
has,  himself,  pronounced  the 
collection  of  duties,  under  exist- 
ing laws,  to  be  nothing  but  rob- 
bery. Robbers,  of  course,  may 
be  rightfully  dispossessed  of  the 
fruits  of  their  flagitious  crimes ; 
and,  therefore,  reprisals,  imposi- 
tions on  the  commerce  of  other 
states,  foreign  alliances  against 
them,  or  open  war,  are  all  modes 
of  redress  justly  open  to  the  dis- 
cretion and  choice  of  South  Ca- 
rolina ;  for  she  is  to  judge  of  her 
own  rights,  and  to  seek  satis- 
faction for  her  own  wrongs  in 
her  own  way. 

But,  sir,  a  third  state  is  of 
opinion,  not  only  that  these  laws 
of  impost  are  constitutional,  but 
that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  con- 
gress to  pass  and  to  maintain 
such  laws ;  and  that,  by  omit- 
ting to  pass  and  maintain  them, 
its  constitutional  obligations 
would  be  grossly  disregarded. 
She  relinquished  the  power  of 
protection,  she  might  allege,  and 
allege  truly,  herself,  and  gave  it 
up  to  congress,  on  the  faith  that 
congress  would  exercise  it.  If 
congress  now  refuse  to  exercise 
it,  congress  does,  as  she  may 
insist,  break  the  condition  of  the 
grant,  and  thus  manifestly  vio- 
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late  the  constitution ;   and,  for  duces  a  new  paramount  autho* 

this  violation  of  the  constitution,  rity  into  the  rule  of  the   state. 

she  may  threaten  to  secede  also.  Now,    sir,  this   is   the    precise 

Virginia  may  secede,  and  hold  object    of   nullification.     It   at- 

the  fortresses  in  the  Chesapeake,  tempts  to  supersede  the  supreme 

The  western  states  may  secede,  legislative  authority.     It  arrests 

and  take  to  their  own  use  the  the  arm  of  the  executive  magis- 

public    lands.     Louisiana    may  trate.     It  interrupts  the  exercise 

secede,  if  she  choose,  form  a  fo-  of  the  accustomed  judicial  pow- 

reign    alliance,    and    hold    the  er.     Under  the  name  of  an  ordi- 

mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  If  one  nance,  it  declares  null  and  void, 

state  may  secede,  ten  may  do  so,  within  the  state,  all  the  revenue 

twenty  may  do  so,  twenty-three  laws  of  the  United  States.     Is 

may  do  so.     Sir,  as  these  seces-  not  this  revolutionary  T  Sir,  so 

sions  go  on,  one  after  another,  soon  as  this  ordinance  shall  be 

what  is  to  constitute  the  United  carried  into  effect,  a  revolution 

States  ?     Whose    will    be    the  will  have  commenced  in  South 

army  ?  Whose  the  navy  ?  Who  Carolina.     She  will  have  thrown 

will  pay  the  debts  ?     Who  fulfil  oflT  the  authority  to  which  her 

the  public  treaties  ?     Who  per-  citizens    have  heretofore  been 

form  the  constitutional  guaran-  subject.    She  will  have  declared 

ties  7     Who  govern  this  district  her  own  opinions  and  her  own 

and  the  territories  ?     Who  re-  will  to  be  above  the  laws,  and 

tain  the  public  property  ?  above  the  power  of  those  who 

Mr.   President,    every    man  are   intrusted  with  their  admi- 

must  see  that  these  are  all  ques-  nistration.     If  she  makes  good 

tions  which  can  arise  only  after  these  declarations,  she  is  revolu- 

a  revolution,    They  presuppose  tionized.     As  to  her,  it  is  as  dis- 

the  breaking  up  of  the  govern-  tinctly  a  change  of  the  supreme 

ment     While  the    constitution  power,  as  the  American  revolu- 

lasts,  they  are  repressed;  they  tion  of  1776.     That  revolution 

spring  up  to  annoy  and  startle  did  not  subvert  .government  in 

us  only  from  its  grave.  all  its  forms.     It  did  not  subvert 

The  constitution  does  not  pro-  local  laws  and  municipal  admi- 

vide  for  events  which  must  be  nistrations.     It  only  threw  off 

preceded  by  its  own  destruction,  the  dominion  of  a  power,  claim- 

Secession,    therefore,     since    it  ing  to  be  superior,  and  to  have  a 

must  bring  these  consequences  right,  in    many  important    re- 

with  it,  is  revolutionary.    And  spects^    to    exercise  legislative 

nullification  is  equally   revolu-  authority.    Thinking  this  autho- 

tionary.     What  is  revolution  ?  rity  to  have  been  usurped,  or 

Why,    sir,    that    is   revolution  abused,  the  American  colonies, 

which  overturns  or  controls,  or  now  the   United    States,   bade 

successfully  resists  the  existmg  it  defiance,  and  freed  themselves 

public    authority  ;   that    which  from  it  by  ibeans  of  a  revolution, 

arrests  the  exercise  of  the  su-  But   that  revolution  left  them 

preme  power ;  that  which  intro-  with  their  municipal  laws  still, 
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and  the  forms  of  local  goveni-  dark  abyss  below,  were  it  not 

ment  If  SouthCarolinaDow shall  that  thatabyss  has  no  discoTered 

eflectually  resist   the    laws  of  bottom. 

congress,  if  she  shall  be  her  own  Nullification,  if  sucoessfbl,  ar* 
jndge,  take  her  remedy  into  her  rests  the  power  of  the  law, 
own  hands,  obey  the  laws  of  the  absolves  citizens  from  their 
Union  when  she  pleases,  and  dutv,  subverts  the  foundation 
disdbey  them  when  she  pleases,  both  of  protection  and  obe- 
she  will  relieve  herself  from  a  dience,  dispenses  with  oaths  and 
paramount  power  as  distinctly  obligations  of  allegiance,  and 
as  the  American  colonies  did  elevates  another  authority  to 
the  same  thing  in  1776.  In  other  supreme  command.  Is  not  this 
words,  she  will  achieve,  as  to  revolution  7  And  it  raises  to 
lierseir,  a  revolution.  supreme  command  four  and 
But,  sir,  while  practical  nulli-  twenty  distinct  powers,  each 
fication  in  South  Carolina  would  professing  to  be  under  a  general 
be,  as  to  herself,  actual  and  dis-  government,  and  yet  each  set* 
tinct  revolution^  its  necessary  ting  its  laws  at  defiance  at  pl#a- 
tendency  must  also  be  to  spread  sure.  Is  not  this  anarchy,  as 
revolution,  and  break  up  the  weD  as  revolution?  Sir,  the  con- 
constitution,  as  to  all  the  other  stitution  of  the  United  States 
states.  It  strikes  a  deadly  blow  was  received  as  a  whole,  and 
at  the  vital  principle  of  the  for  the  whole  country.  If  it 
whole  Union.  To  allow  state  cannot  stand  altogether,  it  caa- 
resistance  to  the  laws  of  con-  not  stand  in  parts ;  and  if  the 
gress  to  be  rightful  and  proper,  laws  cannot  be  executed  every 
to  admit  nullification  in  some  where,  they  cannot  long  be  exe^ 
states,  and  yet  not  expect  to  see  cuted  any  where.  The  gentle- 
a  dismemberment  of  the  entire  man  very  well  knows  that  all 
government,  appears  to  me  the  duties  and  imposts  must  be  uni- 
wildest  illusion,  and  the  most  form  throughout  the  country, 
extravagant  folly.  The  gentle-  He  knows  Aat  we  cannot  have 
man  seems  not  conscious  of  the  one  rule  or  one  law  for  South 
direction  or  the  rapidity  of  his  Carolina,  and  another  for  other 
own  course.  The  current  of  his  states.  He  must  see,  therefore, 
opinions  sweeps  him  alon^,  he  and  does  see,  every  man  sees, 
knows  not  whither.  To  begin  that  the  only  alternative  is  a 
with  nullification,  with  the  avow-  repeal  of  the  laws,  throughout 
cd  intentf  nevertheless,  not  to  the  whole  Union,  or  their  execu- 

Eroceed  to  secession,  dismem-  tion  in  South  Carolina  as  well  as 

erment,  and  general  revolution,  elsewhere.    And  this  repeal  is 

is  as  if  one  were  to  take  the  demanded    because    a     single 

plunge  of  Niagara,  and  cry  out  state      interposes      her      veto, 

that  he  would  stop  half   way  and  threatens  resistance !     The 

down.    In  the  one  case,  as  in  result  of  the  gentleman's  opi- 

the  other,  the  rash  adventurer  nions,  or  rather  the  very  text  of 

must  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  his  doctrine  is,  that  no  act  of 
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congress  can  bind  all  the  states,  good ;  and,  without  it,  it  can  be 
the  constitutionality  of  which  is  no  government,  now  or  at  any 
not  admitted  by  all ;  or,  in  other  time.  Yet,  sir,  it  is  precisely 
words,  that  no  single  state  is  against  this  power,  so  absolutely 
bound,  against  its  own  dissent,  indispensable  to  the  very  being 
by  a  law  of  imposts.  This  is  of  the  government,  that  South 
precisely  the  evil  experienced  Carolina  directs  her  ordinandi. 
under  the  old  confederation,  and  She  attacks  the  government  in 
for  remedy  of  which  this  consti-  its  authority'  to  raise  revenue, 
tution  was  adopted.  The  lead-  the  very  mainspring  of  the  whole 
ing  object  in  establishing  this  go-  system ;  and,  if  she  succeed, 
vernment,  an  object  forced  on  every  movement  of  that  system 
the  country  by  tli^  condition  of  must  inevitably  cease.  It  is  of 
the  times,  and  the  absolute  ne-  no  avail  that  she  declares  that 
cessity  of  the  law,  was  to  give  she  does  not  resist  the  law  as  a 
to  conffress  power  to  lay  and  revenue  law,  but  as  a  law  for 
collect  imposts,  without  tne  con-  protecting  manufactures.  It  is 
tent  of  particular  states.  The  a  revenue  law;  it  is  the  very 
revolutionary  debt  remained  law  by  force  of  which  the  reve* 
unpaid ;  the  national  treasury  nue  is  collected ;  if  it  be  arrested 
was  bankrupt;  the  country  was  in  any  state,  the  revenue  ceases 
destitute  of  credit ;  congress  in  that  state ;  it  is,  in  a  word, 
issued  its  requisitions  on  the  the  sole  reliance  of  the  govern- 
states,  and  the  states  neglected  ment  for  the  means  of  maintain* 
them ;  there  was  no  power  of  ing  itself,  and  performing  its  da- 
coercion    but    war;    congress  ties. 

could  not  lay  imposts,  or  other  Mr.  president,  the  alleged 
taxes,  by  its  own  authority ;  the  right  of  a  state  to  decide  consti* 
whole  general  goverment,  there-  tutional  questions  for  herself^ 
fore,  was  little  more  than  a  necessarily  leads  to  force,  be- 
name.  The  articles  of  confede*  cause  other  states  must  have  the 
ration,  as  to  purposes  of  revenue  same  right,  and  because  differ- 
and  finance,  were  nearly  a  dead  ent  states  will  decide  difierently ; 
letter.  The  country  sought  to  and,  when  these  questions  arise 
escape  from  this  condition,  at  between  states,  if  there  be  no 
once  feeble  and  disgraceful,  by  superior  power,  they  can  be  de- 
constituting  a  government  which  ciaed  oniy  by  the  law  of  force, 
should  have  power  of  itself  to  On  entering  into  the  Union,  the 
lay  duties  and  taxes,  and  to  pay  people  of  each  state  gave  up  a 
the  public  debt,  and  provide  for  part  of  their  own  power  to  make 
the  general  welfare ;  and  to  lay  laws  for  themselves,  in  conside- 
these  duties  and  taxes  in  all  the  ration  that,  as  to  common  ob- 
states,  without  asking  the  con-  jects,  they  should  have  a  part  in 
sent  of  the  state  governments,  making  laws  for  other  states.  In 
This  was  the  very  power  on  other  words,  the  people  of  all 
-which  the  new  constitutioB  was  the  states  agreed  to  create  a 
to  dMend  for  all  its  ability  to  do  common  government^  to  be  con- 
IT 
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ducted  by  common  councils. 
Pennsylvaniayfor  example,  yield- 
ed the  right  of  laying  imposts  in 
her  own  ports,  in  consideration 
that  the  new  government,  in 
which  she  was  to  have  a  share, 
should  possess  the  power  of  lay- 
ing imposts  in  all  the  states.  If 
South  Carolina  now  refuses  to 
submit  to  this  power,  she  breaks 
the  condition  oi^  which  other 
states  entered  into  the  Union. 
She  partakes  of  the  common 
councils,  and  therein  assists  to 
bind  others,  while  she  refuses 
to  be  bound  herself.  It  makes 
DO  difference  in  the  case  whe- 
ther she  does  all  this  without 
reason  or  pretext,  or  whether 
she  sets  up  as  a  reason  that,  in 
her  judgment,  the  acts  complain- 
ed of  are  unconstitutional.  In 
the  judgment  of  other  states, 
they  are  not  so.  It  is  nothing 
to  them  that  she  otEdrs  some 
reason  or  some  apology  for  her 
conduct,  if  it  be  one  which  they 
do  not  admit.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  any  state  will  vio- 
late her  duty  without  some  plau- 
sible pretext.  That  would  be 
too  rash  a  defiance  of  the  opi- 
mon  of  mankind.  But,  if  it  be  a 
pretext  which  lies  in  her  own 
oreast — ^if  it  be  no  more  than  an 
opinion  which  she  says  she  has 
formed,  how  can  other  states  be 
satisfied  with  this?  How  can 
they  allow  her  to  be  judge  of  her  . 
own  obligations  ?  Or,  if  she  may 
judge  of  her  obligations,  may 
they  not  judge  of  their  rights 
also?  May  not  the  twenty-three 
entertain  an  opinion  as  well  as 
the  twenty-fourth?  And,  if  it 
be  their  r^t,  in  their  own  opi- 
nion, as  expressed  in  the  common 


council,  to  enforce  the  law 
against  her,  how  is  she  to  say 
that  her  right  and  her  opinion 
are  to  be  every  thing,  and  their 
right  and  their  opinion  nothing  T 

Mr.  president,  if  we  are  to 
receive  the  constitution  as  a  text, 
and  then  to  lay  down  in  its  mar- 
gin the  contradictory  commen- 
taries which  have  been,  and 
which  may  be  made  by  different 
states,  the  whole  page  would  be 
a  polyglot  indeed.  It  would 
speak  with  as  many  tongues  as 
the  builders  of  Babel,  and  in 
dialects  as  much  confused,  and 
mutually  as  unintelligible.  I'ha 
very  instance  now  before  us 
presents  a  practical  illustration. 
The  law  of  the  last  session  is  de- 
clared unconstitutional  in  South 
Carolina,  and  obedience  to  it  is 
refused.  In  other  states  it  is 
admitted  to  be  strictly  constitu- 
tional. You  walk  over  the  limits 
of  its  authority,  therefore,  when 
you  pass  the  state  line.  On  one 
side  it  is  law — on  the  other  side 
a  nullity ;  and  yet  it  is  passed  by  a 
common  government,  having  the 
same  authority  in  all  the  states. 

Such  are  the  inevitable  results 
of  this  doctrine.  Beginning  with 
the  original  error,  mat  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  is 
nothing  but  a  compact  between 
sovereign  states;  asserting,  in 
the  next  step,  that  each  state  has 
a  right  to  be  its  own  sole  judge 
of  the  extent  of  its  own  obliga- 
tions, and  consequently,  of  the 
constitutionality  of  laws  of  con- 
gress ;  and,  in  the  next,  that  it 
may  oppose  whatever  it  sees  fit 
to  declare  unconstitutional,  and 
that  it  decides  for  itself  onrthe 
mode  and  measure  of  redress. 
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the  argument  arrives  at  once  at  tween  the  people  of  the  fleveral 

the  conclusion  that  what  a  state  states  in  their  sovereign  capaci- 

dissents   from,  it   may  nullify ;  ties ;   but  a  government  proper, 

what  it  opposes,  it  may  oppose  founded  on  the  adoption  of  the 

by  force ;   what  it  decides  for  people,  and  creating  direct  fela- 

itself,  it  may  execute  by  its  own  tions  between  itself  and  indivi- 

power ;  and  that,  in  short,  it  is  duals. 

Itself,  supreme  over  the  legisla-  ^S.  That  no  state  authority  has 

tion  of  congress,  and  supreme  power  to  dissolve  these  relations; 

over  the  decisions  of  the  national  that  nothing  can  dissolve  them 

judicature;    supreme    over  the  but  revolutions  and  that,  conse- 

constitution  of  the  countrv ;  su-  quently,  there  can  be  no  such 

preme  over  the  supreme  law  of  thing  as  secession  without  revo- 

the  land.     However  it '«eeks  to  lution. 

protect  itself  against  these  plain  3.  That  there  is  a  supreme 
inferences,  by  saying  that  an  law,  consisting  of  the  constitu- 
unconstitutional  law  is  no  law,  tion  of  the  United  States,  acts  of 
and  that  it  only  opposes  such  congress  passed  in  pursuance  of 
laws  as  are  unconstitutional,  yet  it,  and  treaties ;  and  that,  in  cases 
this  does  not,  in  the  slightest  not  capable  of  assuming  the  cha- 
degree,  vary  the  result ;  since  it  racter  of  a  suit  in  law  or  equity, 
insists  on  deciding  this  question  confess  must  judge  of,  and 
for  itself;  and  in  opposition  to  finally  interpret  this  supreme 
reason  and  argument,  in  opposi-  law,  so  often  as  it  has  occasion 
tion  to  practice  and  experience,  to  pass  acts  of  legislation  ;  and, 
in  opposition  to  the  judgment  of  in  cases  capable  of  assuming, 
others,  having  an  equal  right  to  and  actually  assuming  the  cha- 
judge,  it  says,  only,  "such  is  my  racter  of  a  suit,  the  supreme 
opinion,  and  my  opinion  shall  be  court  of  the  United  States  is  the 
my  law,  and  I  will  support  it  by  final  interpreter, 
my  own  strong  hand.  I  denounce  4.  That  an  attempt  by  a  «tate 
the  law :  I  declare  it  unconstitu-  to  abrogate,  annul,  or  nullify  an 
tional ;  that  is  enough ;  it  shall  act  of  congress,  or  to  arrest  its 
not  be  executed.  Men  in  arms  operation  within  her  limits,  on 
are  ready  to  resist  its  execution,  the  ground  that,  in  her  opinion. 
An  attempt  to  enforce  it  shall  such  law  is  unconstitutional,  is  a 
cover  the  land  with  blood.  Else-  direct  usurpation  on  the  just 
where  it  may  be  binding,  but  powers  of  the  general  govern- 
here  it  is  trampled  under  foot."  •  ment,  and  on  the  equal  rights  of 

This,  sir,  is  practical  nullifica*  other  states,  a  plain  violation  of 

tion.  the  constitution,  and  a  proceed- 

And  now,  sir,  against  all  these  ing  essentially  revolutionary  in 

tfieories  and  opinions,  I  main-  its  character  and  tendency, 

tain : —  Whether  the  constitution  be  a 

1.  That  the  constitution  of  the  compact  between  states  in  their 

United  States  is  not  a  league,  sovereign  capacities,  is  a  ques- 

eonfederacy,  or  compact,    be-  tion    wnich    must   be   mainly 
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argued  from  what  is  contained 
in  the  instrument  itself.  We  all 
agree  that  it  is  an  instrument 
which  has  been,  in  some  way, 
clothed  with  power.  We  all 
admit  that  it  speaks  with  autho- 
rity. The  first  question  then  is, 
what  does  it  say  of  itself  ?  Wh§t 
does  it  purport  to  be  ?  Does  it 
style  itself  a  league,  confederacy, 
or  compact  betwyn  sovereign 
states  ?  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
air,  that  the  constitution  began 
to  speak  only  after  its  adoption, 
until  it  was  ratified  by  nine 
states,  it  was  but  a  proposal,  the 
mere  draught  of  an  instrument. 
It  was  like  a  deed,  drawn  but 
not  executed.  The  convention 
bad  framed  it,  sent  it  to  congress 
then  sitting  under  the  confedera- 
tion; congress  had  transmitted 
it  to  the  state  legislatures,  and  by 
these  last  it  was  laid  before  con- 
ventions of  the  people  in  the 
several  states ;-  all  this  while  it 
was  inoperative  paper.  It  had 
received  no  stamp  of  authority, 
no  sanction;  it  spoke  no  lan- 
guage. But  when  ratified  by 
the  people  in  their  respective 
conventions-,  then  it  had  a  voice, 
and  spoke  authentically.  Every 
word  in  it  had  then  received  the 
sanction  of  the  popular  will,  and 
was  to  be  received  as  the  ex- 
pression of  that  will.  What  the 
constitution  says  of  itself,  there- 
itore,  is  as  conclusive  as  what  it 
says  on  any  other  point  Does 
it  call  itself  a  compact  7  Cer- 
tainly not  It  uses  the  word 
compact  but  once,  and  that  is 
when  it  declares  that  the  states 
shall  enter  into  no  compact. 
Does  it  call  itself  a  league,  a 
confederacy,  a  sid)sisting  treaty 


between  the  states  ?    Certainly 
not.    There  is  not  a  particle  of 
such  language  in  all  its  pages. 
But  it  declares  itself  a  constUu^ 
tion.    What  is  a  constitution  ? 
Certainly  not  a  league,  compact, 
or  confederacy,  but  a/untfomen* 
tallow.  That  fundamental  regu- 
lation  which     determines    the 
manner  in  which  the  public  au- 
thority is  to  be  executed,  is  what 
forms  the  constUution  of  a  stale. 
Those  primary  rules  which  con* 
cem  the    body  itself,  and  the 
very  being  of  the  political  so- 
ciety, the  form  of  govemmenty 
and  the  manner  in  which  power 
is  to  be  exercised — all,  in  a  word, 
which  Ibrm  together  the  consti' 
tution  of  a  staie^  these  are  the 
fundamental  laws.    This,  sir,  is 
the  language  of  the  public  wri- 
ters.   But  do  we  need  to  be  in- 
formed, in  this  country,  what  a 
constitution  is  ?  Is  it  not  an  idea 
perfectly  familiar,  definite,  and 
well  settled  ?   We  are  at  no  loss 
to  understand  what  is  meant  by 
the  constitution  of  one  of  the 
states;  and  the  constitution   of 
the    United    States    speaks  of 
itself  as  being  an  instrument  of 
the  same  nature.     It  says,  this 
constitution  shall  be  the  law  of 
the  land,  any  thing  in  any  state 
constitution  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding.   And  it  speaks  of 
itself,  too,  in  plain  contradistinc- 
tion  from  a  confederation ;  for  it 
says  that  all  debts  contracted, 
and  all  engagements  entered  into 
by  the  United  States,  shall  be  as 
valid  under  this  constitvium^  as 
under  the  confederation.  It  does 
not  say  as  valid  under  this  com' 
pact^  or  this  league,  or  this  con- 
federation, as  under  the  former 
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eonfadcradbn,  but  as  valid  under  A^in»   sir,    the   constHulioo 
this  constitution.  speus  of  that  political  systeiD 
This,  then,  sir,  is  declared  to  which  is  estabUsned  as  ^  the  go* 
be  a  constUutionf    A   constitu-  vernment  of  the  United  States!' 
tion  is  the  fundamental  law  of  Is  it  not  doing  strange  violence 
the  state ;  and  this  is  expressly  to  language,  to  call  a  league  or 
declared  to  be  the  supreme  law.  a  compact  between  sovereign 
It  is  as  if  the  people  had  said,  powers  a  gofoemmentt  The  go- 
^  we  prescribe  this  fundamental  vernment  of  a  state  is  that  organ- 
law,''  or  ^  this  supreme  law ;"  for  ization  in  which    the  political 
they  do  say  that  they  establish  power  resides.  It  is  the  political 
this  constitution,  and  that  it  shall  oeihg,  createil  by  the  ccxistitutioa 
be  the  supreme  law.     They  say  or  fundamental  law.   The  broad 
that  they  ordain  and  establish  it.  and  clear  difisrence  between  a 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  common  government   and    a  league  or 
application  of  these  words?  We  compact  is,  that  a  government 
do  not  speak  of  ordaining  leagues  is  a  oody  politic ;   it  has  a  will 
and   compacts.     If  this  was  in-  of   its   own ;    and  it  possesses 
tended  to  oe  a  compact  or  league,  powers  and  faculties  to  execute 
and  the  states  to  he  parties  to  it,  its  own  purposes.    Every  corn- 
why  was  it  not  so  said  7     Why  pact  looks  to  some  power  to  en- 
is  there  found  no  one  expression  force  its  stipulations.    Even  in 
in  the  whole  instrument  indica-  a  compact  oetween   sovereign 
ting  such  intent  ?     The  old  con-  communities,  there  always  exists 
federation  was  expressly  called  this  ultimate  reference  to  a  pow- 
a  league^  and  into  this  league  it  er  to  insure  its  execution ;  al- 
was  declared  that  the  states,  as  though  in  such  case,  this  power 
states,  severally  entered.   Why  is  but  the  force  of  one  party 
was  not  similar  language  used  against  the  force  ef  another— 
in  the  constitution,  if  a  similar  tiiat  is  to  say,  the  power  of  war. 
intention    had   existed  ?     Why  But  a  government  executes  its 
was  it  not  said,  **  the  states  enter  decisions   by  its  own  supreme 
into  this  new  league, — the  states  authority.     Its  use  of  force  in 
form  this  new  confederation,"  or  compelling  obedience  to  its  own 
**  the  states  agree  to  this  new  enactments  is  not  war.     It  con- 
compact  ?"    Or,  why  vms  it  not  templates    no    opposing    party 
said,  in  the  language  of  the  gen-  having  a  right  of  resistance.     It 
tieman's  resolution,  that  the  peo-  rests  on  its  own  power  to  en- 
ple  of  the  several  states  acceded  force  its  own  wUl ;  and  when  it 
to  this  compact  in  their  sove-  ceases  to  possess  this  power,  it 
rei^  capacities  ?     What  reason  is  no  longer  a  government, 
is  there  for  supposing  that  the  Mr.    president,  I  concur    so 
framers  of  the  constitution  re-  generally  in  the  very  able  speech 
jected  expressions   appropriate  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
to  their  own  meaning,  and  adopt-  near  me,  (Mr.  Rives,)  that  it  is  not 
ed  others  wholly  at  war  with  without  diffidence  and   regret, 
Ifaat  meaning  7  that  I  venture  to  difier  with  him 
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on  any  point  His  opinions,  Fir,  the  constitution  of  the  United 
are  redolent  of  the  doctrines  of  States,  founded  in  or  on  the  con- 
a  very  distinguished  school,  for  sent  of  the  people,  may  be  said 
which  I  have  the  highest  regard,  to  rest  on  compact  or  consent ; 
of  whose  doctrines  I  can  say,  but  it  is  itself  not  the  compact, 
what  I  also  can  say  of  the  gen-  but  its  result*  When  a  people 
tleman's  speech,  that,  vrhSe  I  agree  to  erect  a  government, 
concur  in  the  results,  I  must  be  and  actually  erect  it,  the  thing  is 
permitted  to  hesitate  about  some  done,  and  the  agreement  is  at 
of  the  premises.  I  do  not  agree  an  end.  The  compact  is  execu- 
that  the  constitution  is  a  compact  ted,  and  the  end  designed  by  it 
between  states  in  their  sovereign  attained.  Henceforth,  the  miit 
capacities.  I  do  not  agree  that,  of  the  agreement  exists,  but  the 
in  strictness  of  language,  it  is  a  agreement  itself  is  merged  in  its 
compact  at  all.  But  I  do  agree,  own  accomplishment ;  since 
that  it  is  founded  on  consent  or  there  can  be  no  longer  a  subist- 
agreement^  or  on  compact^  if  the  ing  agreement,  or  compact,  to 
gentleman  prefer  that  word,  and  form  a  constitution  or  govem- 
means  no  more  by  it  than  volun-  ment,  after  that  constitution  or 
tary  consent  or  agreement  The  government  has  been  actually 
constitution,  sir,  is  not  a  con-  formed  and  established, 
tract,  but  the  result  of  a  con-  It  appears  to  me,  Mr.  presi- 
tract ;  meaning,  by  contract,  no  dent,  that  the  plainest  account  of 
more  than  assent  Founded  on  the  establishment  of  this  govern- 
consent,  it  is  a  government  pro-  ment  presents  the  most  just  and 
per.  Adopted  by  the  agreement  philosophical  view  of  its  founda- 
of  the  people  of  the  United  tion.  The  people  of  the  several 
States,  when  adopted,  it  has  be-  states  had  their  separate  state 
come  a  constitution.  The  peo-  governments ;  and  oetween  the 
pie  have  agreed  to  make  a  states  there  also  existed  a  con- 
constitution  ;  but  when  made,  federatrion.  With  this  condition 
that  constitution  becomes  what  of  things  the  people  were  not 
its  name  imports.  It  is  no  Ion-  satisfied,  as  the  confederation 
ger  a  mere  agreement  Our  had  been  found  not  to  fulfil  its 
laws,  sir,  have  their  foundation  intended  objects.  It  was  pro- 
in  the  agreement  or  consent  of  posed,  therefore,  to  erect  a  new 
the  two  houses  of  congress.  We  common  government,  which 
say,  habitually,  that  one  house  should  possess  certain  definite 
proposes  a  bill,  and  the  other  powers,  such  as  regarded  the 
agrees  to  it ;  but  the  result  of  prosperity  of  the  people  of  all 
tms  a^eement  is  not  a  compact,  the  states ;  and  to  be  formed 
but  a  Taw.  The  law,  the  statute,  upon  the  general  model  of  Ame- 
is  not  the  agreement,  but  some-  ncan  constitutions.  This  pro- 
thing  created  by  the  agreement;  posal  was  assented  to,  and  an 
and  something  which,  when  ere-  mstrument  was  presented  to  the 
ated,  has  a  new  character,  and  people  of  the  several  states  for 
acts  by  its  own  authority.    So,  their  consideration.    They  ap- 
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ptoved  it,  and  agreed  to  adopt  it  when  we  attempt  to  explain  the 
as  a  constitution.  They  execu-  relations  existing  between  the 
ted  that  agreement,  they  adopt-  general  goyemment  and  the 
ed  the  constitution  as  a  constitu-  several  state  governments,  ac* 
tion,  and,  henceforth,  it  must  cording  to  those  ideas  of  sove* 
stand  as  a  constitution,  until  it  reignty,  which  prevail  under 
shall  be  altogether  destroyed,  systems  essentially  different  from 
Now,  sir,  is  not  this  the  truth  of  our  own. 
the  whole  matter  7  and  is  not  all  But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  con- 
that  we  have  heard  of  compact  stitution  itself,  let  me  inquire  what 
between  sovereign  states  the  it  relies  upon  for  its  own  con- 
mere  efiect  of  a  theoretical  and  tinuance  and  suppport  I  hear 
artificial  mode  of  reasoning  upon  it  often  suggested  that  the  states, 
the  subject  7  a  mode  of  reason-  by  refusing  to  appoint  senators 
ing  which  disregards  plain  facts  and  electors, might bringthisgo- 
for  the  sake  of  hypothesis  7  vernment  to  an  end.  rerhaps 
Mr.  president,  the  nature  of  that  is  true,  but  the  same  may  be 
sovereignty,  or  sovereign  power,  said  of  the  state  goverments 
has  been  extensively  discussed  themselves.  Suppose  the  legis- 
by  gentlemen  on  this  occasion,  latureof  a  state,navingthepow- 
as  it  generally  is,  when  the  origin  er  to  appoint  the  governor  and 
of  our  government  is  debated,  the  judges,  should  omit  that  duty; 
But  I  confess  myself  not  entirely  would  not  the  state  governments 
satisfied  with  arguments  and  il-  remain  unorganized  7  No  doubt, 
lustrations  drawn  from  that  to-  all  elective  governments  may 
pic.  The  sovereignty  of  govern-  be  broken  up  by  a  general 
ment  is  an  idea  belonging  to  the  abandonment,  on  the  part  of 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  No  those  intrusted  with  political 
such  thing  is  known  in  North  powers,  of  their  appropriate  du- 
America*  Our  governments  ties.  But  one  popular  govern- 
arc  all  limited.  In  Europe,  sove-  ment  has,  in  this  respect,  as 
reignty  is  of  feudal  ori^n,  and  much  security  as  another.  The 
imports  no  more  than  the  state  maintenance  of  this  constitution 
of  the  sovereign.  It  comprises  does  not  depend  on  the  plighted 
his  rights,  duties,  exemptions,  faith  of  the  states,  as  states,  to 
prerogatives,  and  powers.  But,  support  it ;  and  this  again  shows 
with  us,  all  power  is  with  the  that  is  not  a  league.  It  relies 
people.  They,  alone,  are  sove-  on  individual  duty  and  obliga- 
reign ;  and  they  erect  what  go-  tion. 

yemments  they  please,  and  con-  The  constitution  of  the  United 

fer  on  them  such  powers  as  they  States  creates  direct    relations 

please.    None  of^  these  govern-  between  this  government  and 

ments  is  sovereign,  in  the  Euro-  individuals.     This  government 

pean  sense  of  the  word,  all  being  may  punish  individuals  for  trea- 

restrained  by  written  constitu-  son,  and  all  other  crimes  in  the 

tions.     It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  code,  when  committed  against 

that  we  only  perplex  ourselves  the  United  States.    It  has  pow- 
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er,  abo,  to  tax  individuala,  in  any 
mode,  and  to  any  exttnt ;  and  it 
possesses  the  further  power  of 
demanding  from  individuals  mi* 
litary  service.  Nothing,  cer* 
tainly,  can  more  clearly  distin- 
ffuish  a  government  from  a  con* 
federation  of  states,  than  the 
possession  of  these  powers.  No 
closer  relations  can  exist  be* 
tween  individoals  and  any  go- 
vernment 

On  the  other  hand,  the  govern- 
ment owes  high  and  solemn  dir- 
ties to  every  citizen  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  bound  to  protect  him 
in  his  most  important  rights  and 
interests.  It  makes  war  for  his 
protection,  and  no  other  govern- 
ment in  the  country  can  make 
war.  It  makes  peace  for  his 
protection,  and  no  other  govern- 
ment can  make  peace.  It  main- 
tains armies  and  navies  for  his 
defence  and  security,  and  no 
other  government  is  allowed  to 
maintam  them.  He  goes  abroad 
beneath  its  flag,  and  carries  over 
^1  the  earth  a  national  <;harac- 
ter,  imparted  to  him  by  this  go- 
vernment, and  which  no  other 
government  can  impart.  In 
whatever  relates  to  war,  to 
peace,  to  commerce,  he  knows 
no  other  government  All  these, 
sir,  are  connexions  as  dear  and 
sacred  as  can  bind  individuals  to 
any  government  on  earth.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  a  compact  be- 
tween states,  but  a  government 
proper,  operating  directly  upon 
mdividuals,  yielding  to  them  pro- 
tection on  one  hand,  and  de- 
manding from  them  obedience 
on  the  other. 

There  is  no  language  in  the 
whole  constitution  apfdicable  to  a 


confederation  of  states.  If  the 
state  be  parties,  as  states,  what  are 
their  rights,  and  what  their  re- 
spective covenants  and  stipula^ 
tions?  And  where  are  their 
rights,  covenants,  and  stipula- 
tions expressed?  The  states  en* 
gage  for  nothing,  they  promise 
nothing.  In  the  articles  of  con- 
federation they  did  make  promi- 
ses, and  did  enter  into  engage- 
ments, and  did  plight  the  faith  of 
each  state  for  their  fulfilment ; 
but,  in  the  constitution  there  is 
nothing  of  that  kind.  The  rea* 
son  is,  that  in  the  constitution  it 
is  the  people  who  speak,  and  not 
the  states.  The  people  ordain 
the  constitution,  and  therein  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  states, 
and  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
states,  in  the  language  of  injunc- 
tion and  prohibition.  The  con- 
stitution utters  its  behests  in  the 
name  and  bv  the  authority  of  the 
-people,  and  it  exacts  not  from 
states  any  plighted  public  faith 
to  maintain  it.  On  the  contrary, 
it  makes  its  own  preservation 
depend  on  individual  duty,  and 
individual  obligation.  Sir,  the 
states  cannot  omit  to  appoint 
senators  and  electors.  It  is  not 
a  matter  resting  in  state  discre- 
tion or  state  pleasure.  The  con- 
stitution has  taken  better  care 
of  its  own  preservation.  It  lays 
its  hands  on  individual  con- 
science, and  individual  duty.  It 
incapacitates  any  man  to  sit  in 
the  legislature  of  a  state,  who 
shall  not  first  have  taken  a  so- 
lemn oath  to  support  the  consti- 
tution of  the  IFnited  States. 
From  the  obligation  of  this  oath 
no  state  power  can  discharge 
him.  Ail  the  members  of  all  tna 
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state  legislatures  as  are  religious*  the  extent  of  this  Union,  to  re- 
ly bound  to  support  the  constitu-  strain  the  separate  authority  of 
tionof  the  United  States,  as  they  the  states.  Congress  only  can 
are  to  support  their  own  state  declare  war — therefore,  when 
constitution.  Nay,  sir,  they  are  one  state  is  at  war  with  a  fo- 
as  solemnly  sworn  to  support  it,  reign  nation,  all  must  be  at  war. 
as  we  ourselves  are,  who  are  The  president  and  the  senate 
members  of  congress.  only  can  make   peace ;     when 

No  member  of  a  state  legisla-  peace  is  made   for  one    state, 

ture  can  refuse  to  proceed,  at  therefore,   it  must   be  made  for 

the  proper  time,  to  elect  sena-  all. 

tors  to  congress,  or  to  provide  Can  any  thing  be  conceived 
for  the  choice  of  electors  of  pre-  more  preposterous,  than  that 
sident  and  vice  president,  any  one  state  should  have  power  to 
more  than  the  members  can  re-  nullify  the  proceedings  of  the 
fuse,  when  the  appointed  day  general  government,  respecting 
arrives,  to  meet  the  members  of  peace  and  war  ?  When  war  is 
the  other  house,  to  count  the  declared  by  a  law  of  congress, 
votes  for  those  officers,  and  as-  can  a  single  state  nullify  that 
certain  who  are  chosen.  In  both  law,  and  remain  at  peace?  And 
cases  the  duty  binds,  and  with  yet  she  may  nullify  that  law  as 
equal  strength,  the  conscience  of  well  as  any  other.  If  the  pre- 
the  individual  member,  and  it  is  sident  and  senate  make  peace, 
imposed  on  all  by  an  oath  in  the  may  one  state,  nevertheless,  con* 
eame  words.  Let  it  then,  never  tinuethewar?  And  yet,  if  she 
be  said,  sir,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  can  nullify  a  law,  she  may  quite 
discretion  with  the  states,  whe-  as  well  nullify  a  treaty. 
ther  they  will  continue  the  go-  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President, 
yernment,  or  break  it  up,  by  re-  and  no  ingenuity  of  argument, 
fusing  to  appoint  senators,  and  no  subtlety  of  distinction  can 
to  elect  electors.  They  have  no  evade  it,  that  as  to  certain  pur- 
discretion  in  the  matter.  The  poses,  the  people  of  the  United 
members  of  their  legislatures  States  are  one  people.  They  are 
cannot  avoid  doing  either,  so  one  in  making  war,  and  one  in 
often  as  the  time  arrives,  without  making  peace ;  they  are  one  in 
a  direct  violation  of  their  duty  regulating  commerce,  and  one 
and  their  oaths  ;  such  a  violation  in  laying  duties  of  impost.  The 
as  would  breakup  any  other  go-  very  end  and  purpose  of  the 
vernment.  constitution  was  to  make  them 

Looking  still   further  to  the  one  people  in  these  particulars ; 

provisions  of  the    constitution  and  it   has    efiectually  accom- 

itself,  in  order  to  learn  its  true  plished  its  object.  All  this  is  ap- 

character,  we  find  its  great  ap-  parent  on  the  face  of  the  consti- 

parent  purpose  to  be,  to  unite  tution  itself.  I  have  already  said, 

the  people  of  all  the  states  under  sir,  that  to  obtain  a  power  of  di- 

one    general    government,    for  rect  legislation  over  the  people, 

certain  definite  objects,  and  to  especially  in  regard   to  imposts, 
18 
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was  always  prominent  as  a  rea- 
son for  getting  rid  of  the  con- 
fecieration,  and  forming  a  new 
constitution.  Among  innumera- 
ble proofs  of  this,  before  the  as- 
sembling of  the  convention,  allow 
me  to  refer  to  the  ^  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  old  con- 
gress, July,  1785. 

But,  sir,  let  us  go  to  the  actual 
formation  of  the  constitution,  let 
Ds  open  the  journal  of  the  con- 
vention itself,  and  we  shall  see 
that  the  first  resolution  which  the 
convention  adopted,  was,  '*  that 
a  national  government  ought  to 
be  established^  consisting  of  a 
supreme  legislature,  judiciary, 
and  executive,^ 

This,  itself,  completely  nega- 
tives all  idea  of  league,  and  com- 
pact, and  confederation.  Terms 
could  not  be  chosen,  more  fit  to 
express  an  intention  to  establish 
a  national  government,  and  to 
banish  for  ever  all  notion  of  a 
compact  between  sovereign 
states. 

This  resolution  was  adopted 
cm  the  30th  of  May.  Afterwards, 
the  style  was  altered,  and  instead 
of  being  called  a  national  go- 
vernment, it  was  called  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States; 
but  the  substance  of  this  resolu- 
tion was  retained,  and  was  at 
the  head  of  that  list  of  resolutions 
which  was  afterwards  sent  to 
the  committee  who  were  to 
frame  the  instrument. 

it  is  true,  there  were  gentle- 
men in  the  convention,  who  were 
for  retaining  the  confederation, 
and  amending  j^  articles ;  but 
the  majority  was  against  this, 
and  was  for  a  national  govern- 
ment.    Mr.  Patterson's  propo- 


sitions, which  were  for  contina* 
ing  the  articles  of  confederation 
with  additional  powers,  were 
submitted  to  the  convention  on 
the  15th  of  June,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 
And  the  resolutions  forming  the 
basis  of  a  national  govemmentt 
which  had  once  been  agreed  to 
in  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  reported,  were  recommitted 
to  the  same  committee,  on  the 
same  day.  The  convention,  then* 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  on 
the  19th  of  June,  had  both  these 
plans  before  them ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  plan  of  a  confederacy,  or 
compact  between  states,  and  the 
plan  of  a  national  government* 
Both  these  plans  were  con- 
sidered and  debated,  and  the 
committee  reported,  *'  that  they 
do  not  a^ree  to  the  proposition 
offered  by  the  honounwle  Mr* 
Patterson,  but  that  they  again 
submit  the  resolutions  formerly 
reported/*  If,  sir,  any  historical 
&ct  in  the  world  be  plain  and 
undeniable,  it  is  that  the  conven- 
tion deliberated  on  the  expe^ 
diency  of  continuing  the  conf»> 
deration,  with  some  amendments, 
and  rejected  that  scheme,  and 
adopted  the  plan  of  a  national 
government,  with  a  legislature, 
an  executive,  and  a  judiciary  of 
its  own.  They  were  asked  to 
preserve  the  league ;  they  reject- 
ed the  proposition.  They  were 
asked  to  continue  the  existing 
compact  between  states;  they 
rejected  it.  They  rejected  com- 
pact, league,  and  confederation ; 
and  set  themselves  about  fram- 
ing the  constitution  of  a  national 
government,  and  they  accom- 
plished what  they  undertook. 
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If  men  will  open  their  eyes  its  own.  ETery  where  the  peo- 

fiiiriy  to  the  lights  of  history,  it  pie  were  totd  that  it  was  to  oe  a 

is  impossible  to  be  deceived  on  government  with  direct  powers 

this  point      The  great   object  to  make  laws  over  individuals^ 

was  to  supersede  the  confedera"*  and  to  lay  taxes    and    impost 

tion  by  a  regular  government,  without  the  consent  of  the  states. 

because,  under  the   confeder a-  Every  where  it  was  understood 

tion,  congress  had  power  only  to  to  be  a  popular  constitution.    It 

make  requisitions  on  states; and  came  to  the    people    for  their 

if  states  declined  compliance,  as  adoption,  and  was  to  rest  on  the 

they  did,  there  was  no  remedy  same  deep  foundation    as    the 

but  war  against  such  delinquent  state  constitutions    themselves, 

states.     It  would    seem,    i'rom  Its  most  distinguished  ad vocates^ 

Jefferson's    correspondence,   in  who  had  been  themselves  mem« 

1786,  and   1787,  that  he  was  of  hers  of  the  convention,  declared 

opinion  that  even  this  remedy  that  the  very  object  of  submit* 

ou^ht  to  be  tried.  ting  the  constitution  to  the  peo« 

Indeed,  sir,  if  we  look  to  all  iple  was,  io  preclude  the  posstbUi' 
cotemporarv  history,  to  the  wri-  ty  of  its  being  re/s^arded  as  a 
tings  of  the  iPederalist,  to  the  de-  mere  compact  ^  However  gross 
bates  in  the  conventions,  to  the  a  heresy,"  say  the  writers  of  the 
publications  of  friends  and  foes.  Federalist,  "  it  may  be  to  main- 
they  all  agree  that  a  change  had  tain  that  a  party  to  a  compact  has 
been  made  from  a  confederacy  a  right  to  revoke  that  compact, 
of  states,  to  a  different  system ;  the  doctrine  itself  has  had  re* 
they  ell  agree  that  the  conven-  spectable  advocates.  The  pos- 
tion  had  formed  a  constitution  sibilityofa  question  of  this  na« 
for  a  national  government,  ture  proves  the  necessity  of  lay- 
With  this  result  some  were  ing  the  foundations  of  our  na- 
satis6ed,  and  some  were  dis-  tional  government  deeper  than 
satisfied;  but  all  had  admitted  in  the  mere  sanction  of^  delega- 
that  the  thing  had  been  done,  in  ted  authority.  The  fabric  of 
none  of  these  various  produc-  American  empire  ouffht  to  rest 
tions  and  publications  did  any  on  the  solid  basis  of  the  con^nl 
one  intimate  that  the  new  con-  of  Uie  peopled 
stitution  was  but  another  com-  Such  is  the  language,  sir,  ad- 
pact  between  states  in  their  so-  dressed  to  the  people,  while  they 
vereign  capacities?  I  do  not  find  yet  had  the  constitution  under 
such  an  opinion  advanced  in  a  consideration.  The  poM  ers  con- 
single  instance.  Every  where  ferred  on  the  new  government, 
the  people  were  told  that  the  old  were  perfectly  well  understood 
confederation  was  to  be  aban-  to  be  conferred,  nut  by  any  state, 
doned,  and  a  new  system  to  be  or  the  people  of  any  state,  but 
tried;  that  a  proper  government  by  the  people  of  the  United 
was  proposed,  to  be  founded  in  States  Virginia  is  more  expli-* 
the  name  of  the  people,  and  to  cit,  perhaps,  in  this  particular, 
have  a  regular,  organization  of  than  any  other  state.    Her  coo- 
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ill 

j    I B  vention  assembled  to  ratify  the  common   mode  of  expression, 

I    ;,  I  constitution  ^in  the  name  and  these  conventions  speak  of  that 

behalf  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  assent,  on  which  the  new  consti* 
declare  and  make  known,  that  tution  was  to  rest,  as  an  explicit 
the  powers  granted  under  the  and  solemn  compact,  not  which 
constitution  being  derived  from  the  states  had  entered  into  with 
ike  people  of  the  United  States^  £ach  other ;  but  which  the  peo- 
may  be  resumed  by  them  when-  pie  of  the  United  States  had 
ever  the  same  shall  be  pervert-  entered  into. 
ed  to  their  injury  or  oppression."  Finally,  sir,  how  can  any  man 
Is  this  the  language  which  get  over  the  words  of  the  con- 
describes  the  formation  of  a  stitution  itself? — **  We,  the  peo» 
compact  between  states,  or  kn-  pie  of  the  United  States,  do  or* 
guage  describing  the  grant  of  dain  and  establish  this  constitu* 
powers  to  a  new  governmenU  fcy  tion"  These  words  must  cease 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  to  be  a  part  of  the  constitution— 
States?  they  must  be  obliterated  from 
Among  all  the  other  ratifica-  the  parchment  on  which  they 
tions,  there  is  not  one  which  are  written,  before  any  human 
speaks  of  the  constitution  as  a  ingenuity,  or  human  argument, 
compact  between  states.  Those  can  remove  the  popular  basis  on 
of  Massachusetts  and  New-  which  that  constitution  rests,  and 
Hampshire  express    the  trans-  turn  the  instrument  into  a  mere 

I  action,  in  my  opinion,  with  sufii-  compact     between      sovereign 

l|  cient    accuracy.     Thoy  recog-  states. 

nise  the   Divine   goodness  "in        The    second   proposition,  sir, 

affording  the  people  of  the  Uni-  which  I  propose  to  maintain,  is, 

ted  States  an  opportunity  of  en-  that  no  state  authority  can  dis- 

teringintoan  explicit  and  solemn  solve  the  relations  subsisting  be- 

eompact  with   each    other,    by  tween  the  government  of  the 

assenting    to,    and  raiifjing  a  United  States  and  individuals; 

new    constitution,^      You    will  that  nothing  can  dissolve  these 

observe,  sir,  that  it  is  the /^e^'j^/e,  relations    but  revolution;     and 

and   not  the  slates,  who  have  that,  therefore,  there  can  be  no 

entered  into  this  compact,  and  it  such  thing  as  secession  without 

is  the  people  of  all  the  U.  States,  revolution.     All  this  follows,  as 

These  conventions,  by  this  form  it  seems  to  me,  as  a  just  conse- 

of  expression,  meant  merely  to  quence,  if  it  be  first  proved  that 

say,  that  the  people  of  theUnited  the  constitution  of  the  United 

States  had,  by  the  blessing  of  States  is  a  government  proper, 

Providence,  enjoyed  the  oppor-  owing  protection  to  individuals, 

tunity  of  establishing  a  new  con-  and  entitled  to  their  obedience, 
stitution,  founded  in  the  consent        The  people,  sir,  in  every  state, 

of  the  pnople.     This  consent  of  live    under   two    governments, 

the  people  has  been  called  by  the  They  owe  obedcn*e   to   both. 

European  writers  the  social  com-  These  governments,  though  dis- 

pact ;  and  in  conformity  to  this  tinct,  are  not  adverse.  Each  has 
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its  separate  sphere,  and  its  pecu- 
liar powers  and  duties.  It  is  not  a 
contest  between  two  sovereigns 
for  the  same  power,  like  the 
wars  of  the  rival  houses  in  Eng- 
land ;  nor  is  it  a  dispute  between 
a  government  defacto^  and  a  go- 
▼ernment  dejure.  It  is  the  case 
of  a  division  of  powers,  between 
two  governments,  made  by  the 
people,  to  which  both  are  re- 
sponsible. Neither  can  dispense 
with  the  duty  which  individuals 
owe  to  the  other;  neither  can 
call  itself  master  of  the  other  ; 
the  people  are  masters  of  both. 
This  division  of  power,  it  is  true, 
is  in  a  great  measure  unknown 
in  Europe.  It  is  the  peculiar 
system  of  America ;  and,  though 
new  and  singular,  it  is  not  in- 
comprehensible. The  state  con- 
stitutions are  established  by  the 
people  of  the  states ;  this  constitu- 
tion is  established  by  the  people 
of  all  the  states.  How,  then, 
can  a  state  secede  ?  How  can 
a  state  undo  what  the  whole  peo- 
ple have  done  ?  How  can  she 
absolve  her  citizens  from  their 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  ?  How  can  she 
annul  their  obligations  and  oaths  ? 
How  can  tlie  members  of  her 
legislature  renounce  their  own 
oaths  ?  Sir,  secession,  as  a  re- 
volutionary right,  is  intelligible ; 
as  a  right  to  be  proclaimed  in 
the  midst  of  civil  commotions, 
and  asserted  at  the  head  of  ar- 
mies, I  can  understand  it.  But, 
as  a.  practical  right,  existing 
under  the  constitution,  and  in 
conformity  with  its  provisions, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  but 
a  plain  absurdity :  for  it  suppo- 
ses resistance  to  government, 
under  the  authority  of  govern- 


ment itself;  it  supposes  dis- 
memberment, without  violating 
the  principles  of  union ;  it  sup- 
poses opposition  to  law  without 
crime ;  it  supposes  the  violation 
of  oaths,  without  responsibility; 
it  supposes  the  total  overthrow 
of  government,  without  revolu- 
tion. 

The  constitution  sir,  regards 
itself  as  perpetual  and  immortal. 
It  seeks  to  establish  a  union 
among  the  people  of  the  states, 
which  shall  last  through  all  time. 
Or,  if  the  common  fate  of  things 
human  must  be  expected,  at  some 
period  to  happen  to  it,  yet  that 
catastrophe  is  not  anticipated. 

The  instrument  contains  ample 
provisions  for  its  amendment  at 
all  times ;  none  for  its  abandon- 
ment at  any  time.  It  declares 
that  new  states  may  come  into 
the  Union,  but  it  does  not  de- 
clare that  old  states  may  go  out. 
The  Union  is  not  a  temporary 
partnership  of  states.  It  is  the 
association  of  the  people,  under 
a  constitution  of  government 
uniting  their  power,  joining  to- 
gether their  highest  interests, 
cementing  their  present  enjoy- 
ments, and  blending  in  one  indi- 
visible mass,  all  their  hopes  for 
the  future.  Whatsoever  is  stead- 
fast in  just  political  principles- 
whatsoever  is  permanent  in  the 
structure  of  human  society — 
whatsoever  there  is  which  can 
derive  an  enduring  character 
from  being  founded  on  deep  laid 
principles  of  constitutional  liber- 
ty, and  on  the  broad  foundations 
of  the  public  will,  all  these  unite 
to  entitle  this  instrument  to  be 
regarded  as  a  permanent  consti- 
tution of  government. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Presi- 
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dent,  I  contend  that  there  is  a 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  con* 
sisting  of  the  constitution,  acts  of 
congress  passed  in  pursuance  of 
it,  and  the  public  treaties.  This 
will  not  be  denied,  because  such 
are  the  very  words  of  the  con- 
stitution. 6ut  I  contend  fur- 
ther, that  it  rightfully  belongs  to 
congress,  and  to  the  courts  of 
the  (Jnited  States,  to  settle  the 
construction  of  this  supreme  law, 
in  doubtful  cases.  This  is  de- 
nied ;  and  here  arises  the  great 
practical  question.  Who  is  to 
construe,  finally^  the  constitution 
of  the  ifnited  States  ?  We  all 
agree  that  the  constitution  is  the 
supreme  law ;  but  who  shall  in- 
terpret that  law?  In  our  system 
of  the  division  of  powers  between 
different  governments,  contro- 
versies will  necessarily  some- 
times arise,  respecting  the  extent 
of  the  powers  of  each.  Who 
«hall  decide  these  controversies  ? 
Does  it  rest  with  the  general  go- 
vernment, in  all  or  any  of  its  de- 
partments, to  exercise  the  office 
of  final  interpreter?  or  may 
each  of  the  states,  as  well  as  the 
general  government,  claim  this 
right  of  mtimate  decision  ?  The 
practical  result  of  this  whole 
debate  turns  on  this  point.  The 
gentleman  contends  that  each 
state  may  judge  for  itself  of  any 
alleged  violation,  and  may  finally 
decide  for  itself  and  may  exe- 
cute its  own  decisions  by  its  own 
power.  All  the  recent  proceed- 
ings in  South  Carolina  are 
founded  on  this  claim  of  right. 
Her  convention  has  pronounced 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  unconstitutional ;  and  this 


decision  she  does  not  allow  maj 
authority  of  the  United  States  to 
overrule  or  reverse.  Of  course, 
she  rejects  the  authority  of  con* 
gress,  because  the  very  object  ot 
the  ordinance  is  to  reverse  the 
decision  of  congress;  and  she 
rejects,  too,  the  authority  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause she  expressly  prohibits  all 
appeal  to  those  courts.  It  is  m 
order  to  sustain  this  asserted 
right  of  being  her  own  judge» 
that  she  pronounces  the  constH 
tution  of  the  United  States  to  be 
but  a  compact,  to  which  she  is  a 
party,  and  a  sovereign  party.  If 
this  be  established,  then  the  io* 
ference  is  supposed  to  follow^ 
that,  being  sovereign,  there  is  no 
power  to  control  her  decision, 
and  her  own  judgment,  on  her 
own  compact,  is  and  must  be 
conclusive. 

I  have  alread  vendeavoured,sir« 
to  point  out  the  practical  conse* 
quences  of  this  doctrine,  and  to 
show  how  utterly  inconsistent  it 
is,  with  all  ideas  of  regular  go* 
vernment,  and  how  soon  its 
adoption  would  involve  the 
whole  country  in  revolution  and 
absolute  anarchy.  I  hope  it  is 
easy  now  to  show,  sir,  that  a 
doctrine  bringing  such  conse- 
quences with  it,  is  not  well 
founded ;  that  it  has  nothing  to 
stand  upon  but.  theory  and  as- 
sumption ;  and  that  it  is  refuted 
by  plain  and  express  constitu- 
tional provisions.  I  think  the 
government  of  the  UniU^d  States 
does  possess,  in  its  appropriate 
departments,  the  authority  of 
final  decision  on  questions  of 
disputed  power.    I  think  it  pos- 
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Besses  this  authority,  both  by  ne-  decide  directly  on  the  extent  of 
cessary  implication,  and  by  ex-  the  powers  of  congress.  Coo- 
press  grant.  gross  has  passed  a  law  as  beinff 

It  will  not  be  denied,  sir,  that  within  its  just  powers  ;  Souto 
this  authority  naturally  belongs  Carolina  denies  that  this  law  i§ 
to  all  governments.  They  all  withinits  just  powers,  and  insists 
exercise  it  from  necessity, and  as'  that  she  has  the  right  so  to  de- 
a  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  cide  this  point,  and  that  her  de- 
other  powers.  The  state  govern-  cision  is  final.  How  are  these 
men ts  themselves  possess  it,  ex-  questions  to  be  settled? 
cept  in  that  class  of  questions  In  my  opinion,  sir,  even  if  the 
which  may  arise  between  them  constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  general  government,  and  had  made  no  express  provision 
in  r^ard  to  which  they  have  for  such  cases,  it  would  yet  be 
surrendered  it,  as  well  by  the  difficult  to  maintain  that,  in  a 
nature  of  the  case,  as  by  clear  constitution  existing  over  four 
constitutional  provisions.  In  and  twenty  states,  with  equal 
other  and  ordinary  cases,  whe-  authority  over  all,  one  could 
tfaer  a  particular  law  be  in  con-  claim  a  right  for  construing  it 
formity  to  the  constitution  of  for  the  whole.  This  would  seem 
the  state,  is  a  question  which  the  a  manifest  impropriety — indeed, 
€tate  legislature  or  the  state  judi-  an  absurdity.  If  the  constitution 
ciary  must  determine.  We  all  is  a  government  existing  over  all 
know  that  these  questions  arise  the  states,  though  with  limited 
•daily  in  the  state  governments,  powers,  it  necessarily  follows 
and  are  decided  by  those  govern-  that,  to  the  extent  of  those  pow* 
ments ;  and  I  know  no  govern-  ers,  it  must  be  supreme.  If  it  be 
ment  which  does  not  exercise  a  not  superior  to  the  authority  of 
aimilar  power.  a  particular  state,  it  is  not  a  na- 

Upon  general  principles,  then,  tional  government    But  as  it  is 

die  government  of  the   United  a  government,  as  it  has  a  legisla- 

•States  possesses  this  authority ;  tive  power  of  its  own,  and  a  ju» 

and  this  would  hardly  be  denied,  dicial  power  co*extensive  with 

were  it  not  that  there  are  other  the  legislative,  the  inference  is 

governments.    But  since  there  irresistible,  that  this  government, 

are  state  governments,  and  since  thus  created  fry  the  whole,  and 

these,   like  other  governments,  for  the  whole,  must  have  an  au- 

ordinarily  construe    their  own  thority  superior  to  that  of  the 

powers,  if  the  government  of  the  particular  government  of   any 

united  States  construes  its  own  one  part.    Uongress  is  the  legis- 

powers  also,  which  construction  lature  of  all  the   people  of  the 

IS  to  prevail,  in  the  case  of  op-  United  States ;  the  judiciary  of 

|K)site  constructions  7  And,  again,  the  general  government  is  the 

as  in  the  case  now  actually  be-  judiciary  of  all  the  people  of  the 

fore  us,  the  state  governments  United  States.     To  hold,  there* 

may  undertake,  not  only  to  con-  fore,  that  this  legislature  and  this 

strue  their  own  powers,  but  to  judiciary  are  subordinate  in  au- 
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thority  to  the  legislature  and  ju 
diciary  of  a  single  state,  is  doin 
violence  to  all  common  sense, 
and  overturning  all  established 
principles.  Congress  must  judge 
of  the  extent  of  its  own  powers, 
so  often  as  it  is  called  on  to  ex- 
ercise them,  or  it  cannot  act  at 
all ;  and  it  must  also  act  inde- 
pendent of  state  control,  or  it 
cannot  act  at  all. 

The  right  of  state  interposi- 
tion strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  legislative  powers  of 
congress.  It  possesses  no  effec- 
tive legislative  power,  if  such 
right  oistate  interposition  exists ; 
because  it  can  pass  no  law  not 
subject  to  abrogation.  It  can- 
not make  laws  for  the  Union,  if 
any  part  of  the  Union  may  pro- 
nounce its  enactments  void  and 
of  no  effect.  Its  forms  of  legis- 
lation would  be  an  idle  cere- 
mony, if,  after  all,  any  one  of  four 
and  twenty  states  might  bid  de- 
fiance to  its  authority.  Without 
express  provision  in  the  consti- 
tution, therefore,  sir,  this  whole 
question  is  necessarily  decided 
by  those  provisions  which  cre- 
ate a  legislative  power  and  a 
judicial  power.  If  these  exist, 
in  a  government  intended  for 
the  whole,  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  laws  of  this 
legislative  power,  and  the  de- 
cisions of  this  judicial  power, 
must  be  binding  on  and  over 
the  whole.  No  man  can  form 
the  conception  of  a  government 
existing  over  four  and  twenty 
states,  with  a  regular  legislative 
and  judicial  power,  and  of  the 
existence,  at  the  same  time,  of 
an  authority,  residing  elsewhere, 
to  resist,  at  pleasure  or  discre- 


tion, the  enactments  and  the  de- 
cisions of  such  a  government. 
I  maintain,  therefore,  sir,  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and 
as  an  inference  wholly  unavoida- 
ble, the  acts  of  congress,  and  the 
decisions  of  the  national  courts, 
must  be  of  higher  autiiority  than 
state  laws  and  states  decisions. 
If  this  be  not  so,  there  is,  there 
can  be,  no  general  government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  con- 
stitution has  not  left  this  cardi- 
nal point  without  full  and  ex- 
plicit provisions.  First,  as  to 
the  authority  of  congress.  Hav- 
ing enumerated  the  specific  pow- 
ers conferred  on  congress,  the 
constitution  adds,  as  a  distinct 
and  substantive  clause,  the  fol- 
lowing, viz  :  "  To  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  pro* 
per  for  carrying  into  execution 
thz  foregoing  powers^  and  aU 
other  powers  vested  by  this  con- 
stitution  in  the  government  of 
the  United  Stales^  or  in  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof P  If 
this  means  any  thing,  it  means 
that  congress  may  judge  of  the 
true  extent  and  just  interpreta- 
tion of  the  specific  powers  grant- 
ed to  it ;  and  may  judge  also  of 
what  is  necessary  and  proper 
for  executing  those  powers.  If 
congress  is  to  judge  of  what  is 
necessary  for  the  execution  of 
its  powers,  it  must,  of  necessity, 
.judge  of  the  extent  and  interpre- 
tation of  those  powers. 

And  in  regard,  sir,  to  the  ju- 
diciary, the  constitution  is  still 
more  express  and  emphatic.  It 
declares  that  the  judicial  power 
shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law 
or  equity  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution, laws   of   the    United 


Enforcing  bill.  im 

States,  and  treaties  ;  that  there  ihoHly,     It  is  not  to  be   silppo* 

shall  be  one  supreme  court,  and  sed  that  the  convention  intenaed 

that    this  supreme  court    sha|l  that   the  power  of  the  national 

have  appellate  jurisdiction  of  all  judiciary  should  extend  to  these 

these  cases,  subject  to  such  ex-  questions,  and  that  the  judica- 

ceptions  as  congress  may  make,  tures   of  the  states  should  also 

It  is  impossible  to  escape  from  extend  to  them  jWith  equal  power 

the  generality  of  these  words,  of  final  decision.    This  would  be 

If  a  case  arises  under  the  con-  to  defeat  the  whole  object  of  the 

stitution,  that  is,  if  a  case  arises  provision.     There  were  thirteen 

depending  on  the  construction  of  judicatures  already  in  existence, 

the     constitution,    the    judicial  The  evil  complained  of,  or  the 

power  of  the  United  States  ex-  danger  to  be  guarded  against, 

tends  to  it.     It  reaches  the  case^  was    contradiction   and  repug- 

tke   question — it    attaches    the  nance  in  the  decisions  of  these 

power  of  the  national  judicature  judicatures.     If  the  framers  of 

to  the   case  itself,  in  whatever  the  constitution  meant  to  create 

court  it  may  arise  or  exist ;  and  a  fourteenth,  Hnd  yet  not  to  give 

in  this  case  the   supreme  court  it  power  to  revise  and  control 

has  appellate  jurisdiction  over  the  decisions  of  the  existing  ihir- 

atl  courts   whatever.     No   Ian-  teen,  then  they  only  intended  to 

guage  could  provide  with  more  augment  the  existing  evil,  and- 

efiect  and  pn*cision,  than  is  here  the  apprehended   danger,  by  in 

done,  for  subjecting <;onstitution-  creasing,  still  further,  the  chan« 

ai  questions  to  the  ultimate  de-  ces   of    discordant   judgments^ 

cision  of    the    supreme    court.  Why,  sir,  has  it  become  a  set- 

And,  sir,   this   is  exactly  what  tied  axiom  in  politics,  that  every 

the  convention   found  it  neces-  government  must  have  a  judicial 

sary  to   provide  for,  and  inten-  power  co-extensive  with  its  le- 

ded    to  provide  for.     It  is,  too,  gislative      power  ?      Certainly, 

exactly  what  the   people  were  there  is  only  this  reason,  viz ; 

universally  told  was  done  wht^n  that  the  laws  may  receive  a  uni- 

they   adopted   the   constitution,  form  interpretation,  a   uniform 

One    of    the    first    resolutions  execution.     This   object  can  be 

adopted  by  the  convention   was  no  otherwise  attained.     A  sta-* 

in  these  words,  viz :  "  that  the  tutc  is  what  it    is  judicially  in- 

jurisdiction  of  the  hational  judi-  terpreted  to  be ;  and  if  it  be  con- 

ciary  shall  extend  to  cases  which  strued  one  way  in  New -Ham  p- 

respect  the  collection  of  the  na-  shire,  and  another  way  in  Geor- 

ti  nal  revenue^    and  questions  gia,  tliere  is  no   uniform    law« 

which  involve  the  national  peace  One  supreme  court,  with  appel« 

aiid  harmony.^    Now,  sir,  this  late  and  final  jurisdiction,  i»  the 

either  had  no   sensible  meaning  natural     and     edsly     adequate 

ttt  all,  or  else  it  meant  that  the  means,  in  any  government,  to 

jurisdiction  of  the  national  judi-  secure  this    uniformity.      The 

ciary    should  extend  to  these  convention  daw  all  this  clearly  % 

<|aestion8  wiUi  a  paramount  av^  and  the  resolution  which  I  have 
16 
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quoted,  never  afterwards  re- 
scinded, passed  through  various 
modifications,  till  it  finally  receiv- 
ed the  form  which  the  article 
now  wears  in  the  constitution. 
It  is  undeniably  true,  then,  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion intented  to  create  a  national 
judicial  power  which  should 
be  paramount  on  national 
subjects.  And  after  the  consti- , 
tution  was  framed,  and  while  the 
whole  country  was  engaged  in 
discussing  its  merits,  one  of  its 
most  dintinguished  advocates, 
[Mr.  Madison,]  told  the  people 
that  it  was  true  that,  in  contro- 
versies relating  to  the  boundary 
between  tfie  two  jurisdictionSy  the 
tribunal  which  is  ultimate!y  to 
decide  is  to  he  established  under 
the  general  govei^nment.  Every 
where  it  was  admitted,  by  frienrls 
and  foes,  that  this  power  was  in 
the  constitution.  Bv  some  it 
was  thought  dangerous;  by  most 
it  was  thought  necessary:  but, 
by  all,  it  was  agreed  to  be  a 
power  actually  contained  in  the 
instrument.  'J  he  convention 
saw  the  absolute  necessity  of 
some  control  in  the  national  go- 
vernment over  state  laws,  i  Af- 
ferent modes  of  establishing  this 
control  were  suggested  and  con- 
sidered. At  one  time  it  was 
proposed  that  the  laws  of  the 
states  should,  from  lime  to  time, 
be  laid  before  congress,  and  that 
congress  should  possess  a  nega- 
tive over  them.  But  this  was 
thought  inexpedient  and  inad- 
missible ;  and  in  its  place,  and 
etpressly  as  a  substitute  for  it, 
the  existing  provision  was  in- 
troduced :  that  is  to  say,  a  pro- 
vision   by  which    the    federal 


courts  should  have  authority  tor 
overrule  such  state  laws  as 
might  be  in  manifest  contraven- 
tion of  the  constitution.  The 
writers  of  the  Federalist,  in  ex- 
plaining the  constitution,  while 
it  was  yet  pending  before  the 
people,  and  still  unadopted,  give 
this  account  of  the  matter  in 
terms,  and  assign  this  reason  for 
the  article  as  it  now  stands.  Bv 
this  provision,  congress  escaped 
from  the  necessity  of  any  revi- 
sion of  state  laws,  left  the  whole 
sphere  of  state  legislation  quite 
untouched,  and  yet  obtained  a 
security  against  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  general  government.  In- 
deed, sir,  allow  me  to  ask  again, 
if  the  national  judiciary  was  not 
to  exorcise  a  power  of  revision, 
on  constitutional  questions,  over 
the  judicatures  of  the  states,  why 
wasany  national  judicature  erect- 
ed at  all  ?  Can  any  man  give 
a  sensible  reason  for  having  a 
judicial  power  in  this  govern- 
ment, unless  it  be  for  the  sake 
of  maintaining  a  uniformity  of 
decision,  on  questions  arising  un- 
der the  constitution  and  laws  of 
congress,  and  insuring  its  exe- 
cution ?  And  does  not  this  very 
idea  of  uniformity  necessarily 
imply  that  the  construction  given 
by  the  national  courts  is  to  be 
the  prevailing  construction? 
How  else,  sir,  is  it  possible  that 
uniformity  can  be  preserved  ? 

Gentlemen  appear  to  me,  sir, 
to  look  at  but  one  side  of  the 
question.  They  regard  only 
the  supposed  danger  of  trusting 
a  government  with  the  interpre- 
tation of  its  own  powers.  But 
will  they  view  the  question  in 
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hs  other  aspect;  will  they  show  the  deepest  sagacity,  as  well  as 

us  how  it  is  possible  for  a  go-  of  the  utmost  purity  and  integ- 
vernmcnt  to  get  along  with  four  rity  of  chsiracter.     "  This  consti- 
and   twenty  interpreters  of  its  tution/*  says  he,  "defines  the  ex- 
laws  and  powers?    Gentlemen  tent  of  the  powers  of  the  general 
argue,  too,  as  if  in  these  cases,  government     If  the  general  k- 
the  st'ite  would  be  always  right,  gisiature  should,   at    any   time, 
and    the    general    government  overleap  their  limits,  the  judicial 
always  wrong.  But,  suppose  the  department    is   a  constitutional 
reverse;     suppose     the     state  check.     If  the  United  States  go 
wrong — and,   since   they  diflfer,  beyond  their  powers  ;    if  they 
some  of  them  must  be  wrong —  make  a  law  which  the  constitu- 
are  the  most  important  and  es-  tion  does  not  authorize,  it  is  void; 
sential  operations  of  the  govern-  and  the  judiciary  power,  the  na- 
ment  to  be  embarrassed  and  ar-  tional  judges,   who,  to    secure 
rested,  because  one  state  holds  a  their  impartiality,  are  to  be  made 
contrary  opinion?      Mr.  Presi-  independent,  will  declare  it  to  be 
dent,    every   argument     which  void.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
refers    the    constitutionality  of  states  go  beyond  their  limits  ;  if 
acts  of  congress  to   state  deci-  they  make  a  law  which   is  an 
sion,  appeals  from  the  majority  to  usurpation  upon  the  general  go- 
theminotity;  it  appeals  trom  the  vernment,  the  law  is  void;  and 
common  interest  to  a  particular  upright,  independent  judges  will 
interest;  from  the  councils  of  all  declare  it  to  be  so." 
to  the  council  of  one;  and  en-  And  let  me  now  only  add,  sir, 
deavours  to  supersede  the  judg-  that,  in  the  very  first  session  of 
roent  of  the  whole  by  the  judg-  the  first  congres*,  with  all  their 
ment  of  a  part.  well  known  objects,  both  of  the 
I  think  it  is  clear,  sir,  that  the  convention  and  the  people,  full 
constitution,   by  express   provi-  and  fresh  in  his  mind,  JVir.  Ells- 
sion,  by  definite  and  unequivocal  worth  reported   the   bill,  as  is 
^ords,  as  well  as  by  necessary  generally   understood,    for    the 
iiDplication,  has  constituted  the  organization  of  the  judicial  de- 
supreme  court  of  the    United  partment,  and,  in  that  bill  made 
States  the  appellate  tribunal  in  provision  for  the  exercise  of  this 
cases  of  a  constitutional  nature,  appellate  power  of  the  supreme 
which  assume  the  shape  of  a  suit,  court,  in  all  the  proper  cases,  in 
in  law  or  equity.     And  I  think  I  whatsoever  court  arising;  and 
cannot  do  better  than  to  leave  that  this  appellate    power  has 
this  part  of  the  subject  by  read-  now  been  exercised  for  more 
ing  the  remarks  made  upon  it  by  than  forty  years,  without  inter* 
JAr.  Kllsworth,  in  the  conven*  ruption,  and  without  doubt. 
tion  of  Connecticut;    a  gentle-  As  to  the  cases,  sir,  which  do  not 
D>an»sir,who  has  left  behind  him,  come  before  the  courts;  those 
on  the  records  of  the  govern-  political  questions  which  ternii« 
ment  of  his  country,  proofs  of  nate  with  the  enactments  of  con- 
the  clearest  iDtelligence,  and  of  gresst  it  is  of  necessity  that  these 
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should  be  ultimately  decided  by 
congress  itself.  Like  other  le- 
gislatures, it  [nu»t  be  trusted 
with  this  power.  The  members 
of  congress  are  chosen  by  the 
people,  and  they  are  answer- 
able to  the  people;  like  other 
public  agents,  they  are  bound  by 
oath  to  support  the  constitution. 
I'hese  are  the  securities  that  they 
will  not  violate  their  duty,  nor 
transcend  their  powers.  They 
are  the  same  securities  as  pre- 
vail in  other  popular  govern- 
ments ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  see 
how  grants  of  power  can  be 
more  safely  guarded,  without 
rendering  them  nugatory.  If 
the  case  cannot  come  before  the 
courts,  and  if  congress  be  not 
trusted  with  its  decision,  who 
shall  decide  it?  The  gentleman 
says  each  state  is  to  decide  it  for 
herself  If  so,  then,  as  I  have 
already  urged,  what  is  law  in 
one  state,  is  not  law  in  the  other. 
Or,  if  the  resistance  of  one  state 
compels  an  entire  repeal  of  the 
law,  then  a  minority,  and  that  a 
small  one,  governs  the  whole 
country. 

Sir,  those  who  espouse  the 
doctrines  of  nullification,  reject, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  the  first  great 
principle  of  all  republican  liber- 
ty; that  IS,  that  the  majority 
must  govern.  In  matters  of 
common  concern,  the  judgment 
of  a  majority  must  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  whole.  This  is 
a  law  imposed  on  us  by  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  the  case  ;  and 
if  we  do  not  act  upon  it,  there  is 
no  possibility  of  maintaining  any 
government  but  despotism.  We 
hear  loud  and  repeated  denunci- 
ttioQS  against  what  is  called  ma* 


jority  gtnsemmeni.  It  is  declSi- 
red  with  much  warmth,  that  a 
rmijoHty  government  cannot  be 
{naintaincd  in  the  United  iStates. 
What,  then,  do  gentlemen  wish? 
Do  they  wish  to  establish  a  mi- 
nority government?  Do  they 
wish  to  subject  the  will  of  the 
many  to  the  will  of  the  few  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  spoken  of 
absolute  majorities,  and  majori- 
ties concurrent ;  language  wholly 
unknown  to  our  constitution, 
and  to  which  it  is  not  easy  to  affix 
definite  ideas.  As  far  as  I  under- 
stand it,  it  would  teach  us  that 
the  absolute  majority  may  be 
found  in  congress,  but  the 
majority  concurrent  must  be 
looked  tor  in  the  states.  That 
is  to  say,  sir,  stripping  the  mat- 
ter of  this  novelty  of  phrase, 
that  the  dissent  of  one  or  more 
states  as  states,  renders  void  the 
decision  of  a  majority  of  con- 
gress, so  far  as  that  state  is  con- 
cerned. And  so  this  doctrine, 
running  but  a  short  career,  like 
other  dogmas  of  the  day,  termi- 
nates in  nullification. 

If  this  vehement  invective 
against  majorities  meant  no 
more  than  that,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  government,  it  is  wise  to 
provide  checks  and  balances,  so 
that  there  should  be  various  li- 
mitations on  the  power  of  the 
mere  majority,  it  would  only 
mean  what  the  constitutionof  the 
U.  States  has  already  abundant* 
ly  provided.  It  is  full  of  such 
checks  and  balances.  In  its  very 
organization,  it  adopts  a  broad 
and  most  efiectual  principle  ia 
restraint  of  the  power  of  nier« 
majorities.     A  majority  of  t)Mi 
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{people  elects  the  house  of  repre-  will  of  congress,  by  settii^  up 
fientatives,  but  it  does  not  elect  against  it  tne  will  of  a  single 
the  senate.  The  senate  is  elect-  state,  is  neither  more  nor  less^ 
ed  by  the  states,  each  state  hav-  as  it  strikes  me.  than  a  plain 
ing,  in  this  respect,  an  equal  attempt  to  overthrow  the  go- 
power.  No  law,  therefore,  can  vernment.  The  constituted  au- 
pass  without  the  assent  of  a  ma-  thorities  of  the  United  States 
jority  of  the  representatives  of  are  no  longer  a  government,  if 
the  people,  and  a  majority  of  the  they  be  not  masters  of  their  own 
representatives  of  the  states  also,  will ;  they  are  no  longer  a  go- 
A  majority  of  the  representa-  vernment,  if  an  external  power 
tives  of  the  people  must  concur,  may  arrest  their  proceedings ; 
and  a  majority  of  the  states  must  they  are  no  longer  a  govern- 
concur  in  every  act  of  congress,  ment,  if  acts  passed  by  both 
and  the  president  is  elected  on  a  houses,  and  approved  by  the 
plan  compounded  of  both  these  president,  may  be  nullified  by 
principles.  But,  having  compo-  state  vetoes  or  state  ordinances, 
sed  one  house  of  representatives  Does  any  one  suppose  it  could 
chosen  by  the  people  in  each  make  any  difference,  as  to  the 
state,  according  to  its  numbers,  binding  authority  of  an  act  of 
and  the  other  of  an  equal  num-  congress,  and  of  the  duty  of  a 
berofmembers  from  every  state,  state  to  respect  it,  whether  it 
whether  larger  or  smaller,  the  passed  by  a  mere  majority  of 
constitution  gives  to  majorities  both  houses,  or  by  three  fourths 
in  these  houses,  thus  constituted,  of  each,  or  the  unanimous  vote 
the  full  and  entire  power  of  pass-  of  each  ?  Within  the  limits  and 
ing  laws,  subject  always  to  the  restrictions  of  the  constitution, 
constitutional  restrictions,  and  to  the  government  of  the  United 
the  approval  of  the  president.  States,  like  all  other  popular  go- 
To  subject  them  to  any  other  vernments,  acts  by  majorities.  It 
power  is  clear  usurpation.  The  can  act  no  otherwise.  Whoever, 
majority  of  one  house  may  be  therefore,  denounces  the  govorn- 
controlled  by  the  majority  of  the  ment  of  majorities,  denounces 
other;  and  both  may  be  re-  the  government  of  his  own 
■trained  by  the  presidents  nega-  country,  and  denounces  all  free 
tive.  These  are  checks  and  governments.  And  whoever 
balances  provided  by  the  consti-  would  restrain  these  majorities, 
tution,  existing  in  the  govern-  while  acting  within  their  consti- 
ment  itself,  and  wisely  intended  tutional  limits,  by  an  external 
to  secure  deliberation  and  cau-  power,  whatever  he  may  intend, 
tion  in  legislative  proceedings,  asserts  principles  which,  if 
But  to  resist  the  will  of  the  ma-  adopted,  can  lead  to  nothing  else 
jority  in  both  houses,  thus  consti-  than  the  destruction  of  the  go* 
tutinnally  exercised ;  to  insist  on  vernment  itself, 
the  lawfubiess  of  interposition  Does  not  the  gentleman  per* 
by  an  extraneous  power;  to  ceive,  sir,  how  his  argument 
claim  the  right  of  defeating  the  against  majorities  might  Wi  bo 
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retorted  upon  him  ?  Does  he  not 
flee  how  cogently  he  might  be 
asked,  whether  it  be  the  charac- 
ter of  nullification  to  practise 
what  it  preaches  ?  Look  to 
South  Carolina  at  the  present 
moment.  How  far  are  the  rights 
of  minorities  there  respected  ?  1 
confess,  sir,  I  have  not  known,  in 
peaceable  times,  the  power  of  the 
majority  carried  with  a  higher 
hand,  or  upheld  with  more  re- 
lentless disregard  of  the  rights, 
feelings,  and  principles  of  the 
minority;  a  minority  embracing, 
as  the  gentleman  himself  will 
admit,  a  large  portion  of  the 
worth  and  respectability  of  the 
state ;  a  minority,  comprehend- 
ing in  its  numbers  men  who 
have  been  associated  with  him, 
and  with  us,  in  these  halls  of  le- 
gislation ;  men  who  have  served 
their  country  at  home,  and  ho- 
noured it  abroad;  men  who 
would  cheerfully  lay  down  their 
lives  for  their  native  state  in  any 
cause  which  they  could  regard 
as  the  cause  of  honour  and  duty; 
men  above  fear,  and  above  re- 
proach; whose  deepest  grief 
and  distress  spring  from  the  con- 
viction that  the  present  proceed- 
ing of  the  state  must  ultimately 
reflect  discredit  upon  her ;  how 
is  this  minority,  how  are  these 
men  regarded?  They  are  en- 
thralled and  disfranchised  by 
ordinances  and  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, subjected  to  tests  and  oaths, 
incompatible,  as  they  conscien- 
tiously think,  with  oaths  already 
taken,  and  obligations  already 
assumed;  they  are  proscribed 
and  denounced  as  recreants  to 
duty  and  patriotism,  and  slaves 
to  a  foreign   power;  both  the 


spirit  which  pursues  them,  and 
the  positive  measures  which 
emanate  for  that  spirit,  are  harsh 
and  prospective  beyond  all  pre- 
cedent within  my  knowledge, 
except  in  periods  of  professed 
revolution. 

It  is  not,  sir,  one  would  think, 
for  those  who  approve  these  pro- 
ceedings, to  complain  of  the  pow- 
er of  majorities. 

Mr.  President,  all  popular 
governments  rest  on  two  princi- 
ples, or  two  assumptions : 

First,  that  there  is,  so  far,  a 
common  interest  among  those 
over  whom  the  government 
extends,  as  that  it  may  provide 
for  the  defence,  protection,  and 
good  government  of  the  whole, 
without  injustice  or  oppression 
to  parts. 

Second,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and,  especialr 
ly  the  people  themselves  are  se- 
cure against  general  corruption, 
and  may  be  trusted,  therefore, 
with  the  exercise  of  power. 
Whoever  argues  against  these 
principles,  argues  against  the 
practicability  of  all  free  govern- 
ments. And  whoever  admits 
these,  must  admit,  or  cannot  de- 
ny, that  power  is  as  safe  in  the 
hands  oi  congress  as  in  those  of 
other  representative  bodies. 
Congress  is  not  irresponsible. 
Its  members  are  agents  of  the 
people,  elected  by  them,  answer- 
able to  them,  and  liable  to  be 
displaced  or  superseded  at  their 
pleasure;  and  they  possess  as 
fair  a  claim  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  while  they  continue 
to  deserve  it,  as  any  other  public 
poUtical  agents. 

If  then,  sir,  the  plain  intention 
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of  the  convention,  and  the  cotem-  then  the  interposition  of  a  state 

porary  admission  of  both  friends  to  enforce  her  own  construction, 

and  foes,  prove  any  thing;  if  the  and   to  resist,  as  to  herself,  that 

plain  text  of  the  instrument  it-  law  which  binds  the  other  states, 

self,  as  well  as  the  necessary  im-  is  a   violation  of  the    consiitu* 

plication  from  other  provisions  tion. 

i)rove  any  thing ;   if  the  early  And  if  that  be  revolutionary 
egislation  of  congress,  the  course  which    arrests    the    legislative, 
of  judicial  decisions,  acquiesced  executive,  and  judicial  power  of 
in   by  all  the  states  for  forty  government,   dispenses  with  ex- 
years  prove  any  thing,  then  it  is  isting  oaths   and  obligations  of 
I)roved  that  there  is  a  supreme  obedience,  and  elevates  another 
aw,  and  a  final  interpreter.  power   to   supreme    dominion^ 
My  fourth  and  last  "proposi-  then   nullification  is  revolution- 
tion,  Mr.  President,  was,  that  any  ary.  Or,  if  that  be  revolutionary, 
attempt  by  a  state,  to  abrogate  the  natural  tendency  and  prac- 
or  nullify  acts  of  congress,  is  an  tical  effect  of  which  is  to  break 
usurpation  on  the  powers  of  the  the   Union    into    fragments,   to 
general  government,  and  on  the  sever  all  connexion  among  the 
equal  rightsofother  states,  a  viola-  people  of  the   respective  states, 
tionoftheconstitulion,  anda  pro-  and  to  prostrate  this  general  go- 
ceedingessentiallyrevolutionary.  vernment  in  the  dust,  then  nulli- 
This  is  undoubtedly  true,  if  the  fication  is  revolutionary, 
preceding  propositions     be   re-  Nullification,  sir,  is  as  distinct- 
garded  as  proved.     If  the  go-  ly  revolutionary  as  secession ; 
vernment  of  the  United  States  but  I  cannot  say  that  the  revolu- 
be  trusted  with  the  duty,  in  any  tion  which  it  seeks  is  one  of  sa 
department,  of  declaring  the  ex-  respectable  a  character.    Seces- 
tent  of  its  own  powers,  then  a  sion  would,  it  is  true,  abandon 
state  ordinance,  or  act  of  legisla-  the      constitution      altogether ; 
tion,  authorizing  resistance  to  an  but   then,  it  would    profess  to 
act  of  congress,  on  the  alleged  abandon  it.    Whatever  other  in- 
ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  consistencies  it  might  run  into; 
IS  manifestly  a  usurpation  upon  one,  at  least,  it  would  avoid.    It 
its  powers.  would  not  belong  to  a  govern- 

If  tlic  states  have  equal  rights,  ment,  while  it  rejected  its  autho- 

in  matters  concerning  the  whole,  rity.      It   would  not  repel  the 

then  for  one  state  to  set  up  her  burden,  and  continue  to  enjoy 

judgment  against  the  judgment  the   benefits.     It  would  not  aid 

of  the  rest,  and  to  insist  on  exe-  in  passing  laws  which  others  are 

cuting  that  judgment  by  force,  is  to  obey,  and  yet  reject  their  au- 

also  a  manifest    usurpation  on  thority   as  to  itself.     It  would 

the  rights  of  other  states.  not  undertake  to  reconcile  obe- 

If  the  constitution  of  the  Uni-  dience  to  public  authority,  with 
ted  States  be  a  government  pro-  an  asserted  right  of  command 
per,  with  authority  to  pass  laws,  over  that  same  authority.  It 
and  to  give  them  a  uniform  in-  would  not  be  in  the  government, 
terpretation      and      execution,    and   above  the  government  at 
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the  same  time.  But,  however 
more  respectable  a  mode  of  se- 
cession may  be,  it  is  not  more 
truly  revolutionary  than  the 
actual  execution  of  the  doc- 
trines of  nullification.  Both,  and 
each,  would  resist  the  constitu- 
tional authorities ;  both  and  each 
would  sever  the  Union,  and  sub- 
vert the  government. 

Mr.  President,  having  de- 
tained the  senate  so  long  al- 
ready, I  will  not  now  examine, 
at  length,  the  ordinance  and 
laws  of  South  Carolina.  These 
papers  are  well  drawn  for  their 
purpose.  Their  authors  under- 
stood their  own  objects.  They 
are  called  a  peaceable  remedy, 
and  we  have  been  told  that 
South  Carolina,  after  all,  intends 
nothing  but  a  law-suit  A  very 
few  words,  sir,  will  show  the 
nature  of  this  peaceable  remedy, 
and  of  the  law-suit  which  South 
Carolina  contemplates. 

In  the  first  place,  the  ordi- 
nance declares  the  law  of  last 
July,  and  all  other  laws  of  the 
United  States  laying  duties,  to 
be  absolutely  null  and  void,  and 
makes  it  unlawful  for  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  United 
States  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  such  duties.  It  is,  therefore, 
sir,  an  indictable  offence,  at  this 
moment,  in  South  Carolina,  for 
any  person  to-  be  concerned  in 
oollecting  revenue,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  It 
being  declared  unlawful  to  col- 
lect these  duties  by  what  is  con« 
sidered  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  state,  an  indictment  lies,  of 
course,  asainst  an^*  one  concern- 
ed in  such  collection,  and  he  is, 
on  general  principles,  liable  to  be  "^ 


punished  by  fine  and  imprison^ 
ment.  The  terms,  it  is  true,  are# 
that  it  is  unlawful  ^  to  enforce 
pay  ment  of  duties ;"  but  every  cus^ 
torn  house  officer  enforces  pay^ 
ment,  while  he  detains  the  giKxls, 
in  order  to  obtain  such  payment* 
The  ordinance,  therefore,  reach- 
es every  body  concerned  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  peaceable 
remedy.  The  second  is  more 
decisive.  By  the  act  commonly 
called  the  replevin  law,  any 
person  whose  goods  are  seized 
or  detained  by  the  collector  for 
the  payment  of  duties,  may 
serve  out  a  writ  of  replevin,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  writ,  the  goods 
are  to  be  restored  to  him.  A 
writ  of  replevin  is  a  writ  which 
the  sherifir  is  bound  to  execute, 
and  for  the  execution  of  which, 
he  is  bound  to  employ  force,  if 
necessary.  He  may  call  out 
the  posse,  and  must  do  so,  if  re- 
sistance be  made.  This  posse 
may  be  armed  or  unarmed.  It 
may  come  forth  with  military 
array,  and  under  the  lead  of  mi- 
litary men.  Whatever  number 
of  troops  may  be  assembled  at 
Charleston,  ^they  may  be  sum- 
moned, with  the  governor  or 
commander-in-chief  at  their 
head,  to  come  in  aid  of  the  she- 
riff. It  is  evident,  then,  sir,  that 
the  whole  military  power  of  the 
state  is  to  be  employed  when- 
ever necessary,  in  dispossefsinff 
the  custom  house  officers,  and 
in  seizing  and  holding  the  goods 
without  paying  the  duties.  This 
is  the  second  step  in  the  peace* 
able  remedy. 

Sir,  whatever  pretences  may 
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be  set  up  to  the  contrary,  this  is  of.  The  ordinance  declares,  that 

the  direct  application  of  force,  no  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from 

and  of  military  force.     It  is  un-  the  decision  of  the  slate  courts 

lawful,  in  itself,  to  replevy  goods  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uni- 

in  the  custody  of  the  collectors,  ted  States ;  and  the  replevin  act 

But  this  unlawful  act  is  to  be  makes  it  an   indictable  oficnce 

done,  and  it  is  to  be  done  by  for  any  clerk  to  furnish  a  copy 

power.     Here  is  a  plain  interpo-  of  the  record,  for  the  purpose  of 

sition,  by  physical  force,  to  re-  such  appeal, 
sist  the  laws  of  the  Union.    The        The  two  principal  provisions 

legal  mode  of  collecting  duties,  on- which  South  Carolina  relies, 

is  to  detain  goods  till  such  du-  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United 

ties  are  paid  or  secured.     But  States,  and  nullify  ihe  authority 

force  comes    and    overpowers  of  this  government,  are  there- 

the  collector  and  his  assistants,  fore  these : — 
and  takes  away  the  goods,  leav-        J.  A  forcible  seizure  of  goods 

ing  the  duties  unpaid.     There  before  the  duties  are  paid  or  se- 

cannot  be  a  clearer  case  of  for-  cured,  by  the  power  of  the  state, 

cible  resistance  to  law.     And  it  civil  and  military, 
is  provided  that  the  goods  thus       2.  The  taking  away,  by  the 

seized,  shall  be  held  against  any  most    eflectual   means    in    her 

attempt   to  retake  them,  by  the  power,  of  all  legal  redress  in  the 

same  force  which  seized  them,  courts  of  the  United  States ;  the 

Having  thus  dispossessed  the  confining  all  judicial  proceedings 

officers  of   the  government   of  to  her  own  state  tribunals ;  and 

the  goods,  without  payment  of  the  compelling  of  her  judges  and 

duties,  and  seized   and  secured  jurors  of  these,  her  own  courts, 

them  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  to  take  an  oath  beforehand,  that 

state,   only  one  thing  more  re-  they  will   decide  all  cases  ac- 

mained  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  cording  to  the  ordinance,  and 

to  cut  off  all  possibility  of  legal  the  acts  passed  under  it ;  that  is, 

redress;  and  that,  too,isaccom-  that  they  will   decide  the  cause 

plished,  or  thought  to  be  accom-  one  way.     They  do  not  swear 

plished.     The  ordinance  decrees  to  try  it  on  its  own  merits,  they 

that    aU  judicial  proceedings^  only  swear  to  decide  it  as  nulli- 

f (mailed  on  the  revenue  laws,  (in-  fication  requires, 
eluding,  of  course,  proceedings        The  character,  sir,  of  these 

in   the    courts   of   the    United  provisions       defies     comment. 

States,)  shall  be  null  and  void.  Their  object  is  as  plain  as  their 

This  nullifies  the  judicial  power  means  are  extraordinary.    They 

of  the    United   States.      Then  propose  direct  resistance  by  the 

comes  the  test  oath  act.     This  whole  power    of  the  state,  to 

requires  all  state  judges  and  ju-  laws  of^^  congress;  to  cut  off  by 

rors  in  the  state  courts  to  swear  methods  deemed  adequate,  any 

that  they  will  execute  the  ordi-  redress  by  legal  and  judicial  au- 

dance,  and  all  acts  of  the  legiala-  thority.   They  arrest  legislation, 

ture  pagsed  in  pumuaoce  there-  defy  the  executive,  and  banish 
20 
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the  judicial  power  of  this  go- 
vernment, 'i  hey  authorize  and 
command  acts  to  be  done,  and 
done  by  force,  both  of  numbers 
and  of  arms,  which  if  done,  and 
done  by  force,  are  clearly  acts 
of  rebellion  and  treason. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  laws  of 
South  Carolina ;  such,  sir,  is  the 
peaceable  remedy  of  nullifica- 
tion. Has  not  nullification  reach- 
ed, sir,  even  thus  early,  that 
point  of  direct  and  forcible  resist- 
ance to  law,  to  which  I  intimated, 
three  years  affo,  itjplainiy  tended  ? 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  what 
is  the  reason  for  passing  laws 
like  these  ?  What  are  the  op- 
pressions experienced  under  the 
Union,  calling  for  measures 
which  thus  threaten  to  sever  and 
destroy  it?  What  invasions  of 
public  liberty,  what  ruin  to  pri- 
vate happiness,  what  long  list  of 
rights  violated,  or  wron^  unre- 
dressed, is  to  justify  to  the  coun- 
try, to  posterity,  and  to  the 
world,  this  assault  upon  the  free 
constitution  of  the  United  States, 
this  great  and  glorious  work  of 
our  fathers?  At  this  very  mo- 
ment, sir,  the  whole  land  smiles 
in  peace,  and  rejoices  in  plenty. 
A  general  and  a  high  prosperity 
pervades  the  country;  and 
judging  by  the  common  stand- 
ard, by  increase  of  population 
and  wealth;  or  judging  by  the 
opinions  of  that  portion  of  her 
people  not  embarked  in  these 
dangerous  and  desperate  mea- 
sures, this  prosperity  over- 
spreads South  Carolina  herself. 

Thus,  happy  at  home,  our 
country,  at  the  same  time,  holds 
high  tfaie  character  of  her  institu- 
tions,   her    power,    her  rapid 


growth,  and  her  future  destiny, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  foreign  states. 
One  danger  only  creates  hesita- 
tion ;  one  doubt  only  exists,  to 
darken  the  otherwise  unclouded 
brightness  of  that  aspect,  which 
she  exhibits  to  the  view  and  to 
the  admiration  of  the  world. 
Need  I  say,  that  doubt  respects 
the  permanency  of  our  Union ; 
and  need  I  say,  that  that  doubt 
is  now  caused,  more  than  by  any 
thing  else,  by  these  very  pro- 
ceedings of  South  Carolina.  Sir, 
all  Europe  is,  at  this  moment, 
beholding  us,  and  looking  for  the 
issue  of  this  controversy;  those 
who  hate  free  institutions,  with 
malignant  hope ;  those  who  love 
them,  with  deep  anxiety  and 
shivering  fear. 

The  cause,  then,  sir,  the  cause  I 
Let  the  world  know  the  cause 
which  has  thus  induced  one 
state  of  the  Union  to  bid  defiance 
to  the  power  of  the  whole,  and 
openly  to  talk  of  secession. 

Sir,  the  world  will  scarcely 
believe  that  this  whole  contro- 
versy, and  all  the  desperate 
measures  which  its  support  re- 
quires, have  no  other  foundation 
than  a  difference  o(  opinion,  upon 
a  provision  of  the  constitution 
between  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  on  one  side, 
and  a  vast  majority  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States  on 
the  other.  It  will  not  credit  the 
fact,  it  will  not  admit  the  possi- 
bility that,  in  an  enlightened  ase, 
in  a  free,  popular  republic,  under 
a  government  where  the  peofJe 
govern,  as  they  must  always 
govern,  under  such  systems,  by 
majorities,  at  a  time  of  unprece- 
dented happiness,  without  prac- 
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tical  oppression,  without  evils,  such  resistance  should  shatter 
such  as  may  not  only  be  pretend-  theUnion  into  atoms, 
ed,  but  felt  and  experienced ;  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  intend 
evils,  not  slight  or  temporary,  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  these 
but  deep,  permanent,  ana  into!-  laws  at  large;  but  I  will  ask, 
erable;  a  single  state  should  rush  '  how  are  they  shown  to  be  thus 
into  conflict  with  all  the  rest,  at-  plainly  and  palpably  unconstitu- 
tempt  to  put  down  the  power  of  tional  T  Have  they  no  counte- 
the  Union  by  her  own  laws,  and  nance  at  all  in  the  constitution 
to  support  those  laws  by  her  itself?  Are  they  quite  new  in 
military  power,  and  thus  break  the  history  of  the  government  7 
up  and  destroy  the  world's  last  Are  they  a  sudden  and  violent 
hope.  And  well  the  world  may  usurpation  on  the  rights  of  the 
be  incredulous.  We,  who  hear  states  ?  Sir,  what  will  the  civi- 
and  see  it,  can  ourselves  hardly  lized  world  say ;  what  will  pos- 
yet  believe  it  Even  after  all  that  terity  say,  when  they  learn  that 
had  preceded  it,  this  ordinance  similar  laws  have  existed  from 
struck  the  country  with  amaze-  the  very  foundation  of  this  go- 
ment  It  was  incredible  and  vernment ;  that  for  thirty  years 
inconceivable,  that  South  Caro-  the  power  was  never  questioned ; 
lina  should  thus  plunge  headlong  and  that  no  state  in  the  Union 
into  resistance  to  the  laws,  on  a  has  more  freely  and  unequivo- 
roatter  of  opinion,  and  on  a  ques-  cally  admitted  it  than  South  Ca- 
tion in  which  the  preponderance  rolina  herself? 
of  opinion,  both  of  the  present  To  lay  and  collect  duties  and 
day,  and  of  all  past  time,  was  so  imposts,  is  an  express  poiDer^ 
overwhelming  against  her.  The  granted  by  the  constitution  to 
ordinance  declares  that  congress  congress.  It  is,  also,  an  exchisitye 
has  exceeded  its  just  power,  by  power;  for  the  constitution  as 
laying  duties  on  imports,  intend-  expressly  prohibits  ail  the  states 
ed  for  the  protection  of  manu-  from  exercising  it  themselves 
factures.  This  is  the  opinion  of  This  express  and  exclusive 
South  Carolina,  and  on  the  power  is  unlimited  in  the  terms 
strength  of  that  opinion  she  nul-  of  the  grant,  but  is  atteiided  with 
lifiesthe  laws.  Yet,  has  the  rest  two  specific  restrictions ;  first, 
of  the  country  no  right  to  its  that  all  duties  and  imposts  shall 
opinions  also?  Is  one  state  to  be  equal  inall  the  states;  second, 
■it  sole  arbitress  ?  She  maintains  that  no  duties  shall  be  laid  on 
that  those  laws  are  plain,  delibe-  exports.  The  power,  then,  being 
rate,  and  palpable  violations  of  granted,  and  being  attend^  with 
the  constitution;  that  she  has  a  these  two  restrictions,  and  no 
sovereign  right  to  decide  this  more,  who  is  to  impose  a  third 
matter ;  and  that,  having  so  de-  restriction  on  the  general  words 
cided,  she  is  authorized  to  resist  of  the  grant  ?  If  the  power  to 
their  execution  by  her  own  sove-  lay  duties,  as  known  among  all 
feign  power;  and  she  declares  other  nations,  and  as  known  in 
duit  she  will  resist  it,  though  all  our  history,  and  as  it  was 


156 


ANNUAL  RBOISTBR,  1889-^3. 


perfectly  understood  when  the 
constitution  was  adopted,  in- 
cludes a  right  of  discriminating, 
while  exercising  the  power,  and 
of  laying  some  duties  heavier, 
md  some  lighter,  for  the  sake  of 
encouraging  our  own  domestic 
products,  what  authority  is  there 
for  giving  to  the  words  used  in 
the  constitution  a  new,  narrow, 
and  unusual  meaning?  All  the 
limitations  which  the  constitu- 
tion intended,  it  has  expressed ; 
and  what  it  has  left  unrestricted, 
is  as  much  a  part  of  its  will,  as 
the  restraints  which  it  has  im- 
posed. 

But  these  laws,  it  is  said,  are 
unconstitutional  on  account  of 
the  motive.  How,  sir,  can  a 
law  be  examined  on  any  such 
ground  1  How  is  the  motive  to 
be  ascertained?  One  house,  or 
one  member,  may  have  one  mo- 
tive ;  the  other  house,  or  another 
member  another.  One  motive 
may  operate  to-day,  and  another 
to-morrow.  Upon  any  such 
mode  of  reasoning  as  this,  one 
law  might  be  unconstitutional 
now,  and  another  law  in  exactly 
the  same  words,  perfectly  con- 
stitutional next  year.  Besides, 
articles  may  not  only  be  taxed, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
home  products,  but  other  articles 
may  be  left  free,  for  the  same 
purpose,  and  with  the  same  mo- 
tive. A  law,  therefore,  would 
become  unconstitutional  from 
what  it  omitted,  as  well  as  what 
it  contained.  Mr.  President,  it 
is  a  settled  principle,  acknow« 
ledged  in  all  legislative  halls, 
recognised  before  all  tribunals, 
sanctioned  by  the  general  sense 
and  understanding  of  mankind, 


that  there  can  be  no  inquiry 
into  the  motives  of  those  who 
pass  laws,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  on  their  validity.  If 
the  law  be  within  the  fair  mean- 
ing of  the  words  in  the  grant  of 
the  power,  its  authority  must  be 
admitted  until  it  is  repealed. 
This  rule,  every  where  acknow- 
ledged, every  where  admitted, 
is  so  universal,  and  so  completely 
without  exception,  as  that  even 
an  allegation  of  fraud,  in  the 
majority  of  the  legislature,  is 
not  allowed  as  a  ground  to  set 
aside  a  law. 

But,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the 
motive  for  these  laws  is  such  as 
is  stated?  I  think  not.  The 
great  object  of  all  these  laws  is, 
unquestionably  revenue.  If 
there  were  no  occasion  for  reve* 
nue,  the  laws  would  not  have 
been  passed ;  and  it  is  notorious 
that  almost  the  entire  revenue  of 
the  country  is  derived  from 
them.  And  as  yet  we  have 
collected  none  too  much  reve- 
nue. The  treasury  has  not  been 
more  exhausted  for  many  years 
than  at  the  present  moment. 
All  that  South  Carolina  can  say, 
is,  that  in  passing  the  laws 
which  she  now  undertakes  to 
nullify,  particular  articles  were 
taxed  from  a  regard  to  the  pro^ 
tection  of  domestic  articles^  high* 
er  than  they  would  have  been 
had  no  such  regard  been  enter* 
tained.  And  she  insists  that, 
according  to  the  constitution,  no 
such  discrimination  can  be  al- 
lowed; that  duties  should  be 
laid  for  revenue,  and  revenue 
only ;  and  that  it  is  unlawful  to 
have  reference  in  any  case,  to 
protection.     In     other  words, 
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she  denies  the  power  of  discrimi^  the  very  first,  fully  believed  that 
oation.  She  does  not,  and  can*  this  jpower  of  discrimination  was 
not,  complain  of  excessive  taxa-  conferred  on  congress  ;  that  the 
tion ;  on  the  contrar)%  she  pro-  constitution  was  itself  recom- 
fesses  to  be  willing  to  pay  any  mended,  urged  upon  the  people, 
amount  for  revenue,  merely  as  and  enthusiastically  insisted  on 
revenue ;  and  up  to  the  present  in  some  of  the  states,  for  that 
moment  there  is  no  surplus  of  very  reason.  Not,  that  at  that 
revenue.  Her  grievance,  then,  time,  the  country  was  extensive- 
that  plain  and  palpable  violation  ly  engaged  in  manufactures, 
of  the  constitution,  which  she  especially  of  those  kinds  now 
insists  has  taken  place,  is  simply  existing.  But  the  trades  and 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  crafts  of  the  seaport  towns,  the 
discrimination.  Now,  sir,  is  the  business  of  the  artizans,  and 
exercise  of  this  power  of  dis-  manual  labourers,  these  employ- 
crimination  plainly  and  palpably  ments,  the  work  of  which  sup- 
unconstitutionai  ?  I  have  al-  plies  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
Teady  said  the  power  to  lay  du-  daily  wants  of  all  classes,  all 
ties  is  given  by  the  constitution  these  looked  to  the  new  con- 
in  broad  and  general  terms,  stitution  as  a  source  of  relief 
There  is  also  conferred  on  con-  from  the  severe  distress  which 
gress  the  whole  power  of  regula-  followed  the  war.  It  would,  sir, 
ting  commerce  in  another  dis-  be  unpardonable,  at  so  late  an 
tinct  provision.  Is  it  clear  and  hour,  to  go  into  details  on  this 
palpable,  sir  ;  can  any  man  say  point ;  but  the  truth  is  as  I  have 
It  is  a  case  beyond  doubt,  that  stated.  The  papers  of  the  day, 
under  these  two  powers  con-  the  resolutions  of  public  meet- 
^ress  may  not  justly  (f/^crmina/e  ings,  the  debates  in  the  conven- 
in  laying  duties /or  tlie  purpose  tions,  all  that  we  open  our  eyes 
of  countervailing  the  policy  of  upon,  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
foreign  nations^  or  of  favouring  prove  it. 

our    own    home    productions  ?  But,  sir,  let  us  go  to  the  first 

Sir,  what  ought  to  conclude  this  congress ;  let  us  look  in  upon 

question  for  ever,  as  it  would  this  and  the  other  house,  at  the 

seem  to  me,  is  that  the  regula-  first  session  of  their  organization, 

tion  of  commerce,  and  the  impo-  We  see  in  both  houses  men 

sition  of  duties  are,  in  all  com-  distinguislied  among  the  framers, 

mercial  nations,  powers  avow-  friends,  and  advocates  of  the 

edly  and  constantly  exercised  constitution.     We  see  in   both 

for  this  very  end.     That  unde-  those  who  had  drawn,  discussed, 

niable  truth  ought  to  settle  the  and  matured  the  instrument  in 

question ;  because  the  constitu-  the  convention,   explained  and 

tion    ought  to    be  considered,  defended  it  before   the   people, 

when  it   uses  well   known  Ian-  and  were  now  elected  members 

guage,  as  using  it  in  its   well  of  congress  to  put  the  new  gov- 

known  sense.    But  it  is  equally  emment  into    motion,   and  to 

imdeoiable  that  it  has  been,  from  carry  the  powers  of  the  con- 
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stitutlon  into  beneficial  execu- 
tion. 

At  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment was  Washington  himself, 
who  had  been  president  of  the 
convention,  and  in  his  cabinet 
were  others  most  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  history  of 
the  constitution,  and  distinguish- 
ed for  the  part  taken  in  its  dis* 
cussion. 

If  these  persons  were  not  ac- 

Suainted  with  the  meaning  of 
le  constitution ;  if  they  did  not 
understand  the  work  of  their 
own  hands,  who  can  understand 
it,  or,  who  shall  now  interpret  it 
to  us? 

Sir,  the  volume  which  re- 
cords the  proceedings  and  de- 
bates of  the  first  session  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  lies  be- 
fore me.  I  open  it,  and  I  find 
that,  having  provided  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  necessary 
oaths,  the  very  first  measure 
proposed  for  consideration  is, 
the  laying  of  imposts;  and  in 
the  very  first  comfmittee  of  the 
whole  into  which  the  house  of 
representatives  ever  resolved 
itself,  OD  this  its  earliest  subject, 
and  in  this  its  very  first  debate, 
the  duty  of  so  laying  the  im- 
posts as  to  encourage  manufac- 
tures was  advanced,  and  enlar- 
ged upon  by  almost  every  speak- 
er ;  and  doubted  or  denied  by 
none.  The  first  gentlemen  who 
suggests  this  as  the  clear  duty 
of  congress,  and  as  an  object 
necessary  to  be  attended  to,  is 
Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  the  second,  Mr.  White,  of 
Virginia ;  the  third  Mr.  Tucker, 
of  South  Carolina. 
But  the  great  leader,  sir,  on 


this  occasion,  was  Mr.  Madison. 
Was  he  likely  to  know  the  inten- 
tion of  the  convention  and  the 
people  ?  Was  he  likely  to  un- 
derstand the  constitution  t 

At  the  second  sitting  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  Madison  ex- 
plained his  own  opinions  of  the 
duty  of  congress,  fully  and  ex- 
plicitly. I  must  not  detain  you, 
sir,  with  more  than  a  few  short 
extracts  from  these  opinions,  but 
they  are  such  as  are  clear,  intelli- 
gible, and  decisive. 

"  The  states,*'  says  he,  "  that 
are  most  advanced  in  popula- 
tion, and  ripe  for  manufactures, 
ought  to  have  their  particular 
interest  attended  to,  in  some  de- 
gree. While  these  states  retain- 
ed the  power  of  making  regula- 
tions ot  trade,  they  had  the  pow- 
er to  cherish  such  institutions. 
By  adopting  the  present  con- 
stitution, they  have  thrown  the 
exercise  of  this  power  into  other 
hands ;  they  must  have  done 
this  with  an  expectation  that 
those  interests  would  not  be  neg- 
lected here.'* 

In  another  report  of  the  same 
speech,  Mr.  Madison  is  repre- 
sented as  using  still  stronger  lan- 
guage ;  as  sa}dng  that  the  con- 
stitution, having  taken  this  pow- 
er away  from  the  states,  and 
conferred  it  on  congress,  it 
would  be  a  fraud  on  the  states 
and  on  the  people,  where  con- 
gress to  refuse  t«  exercise  it. 

Mr  Madison  argues,  sir,  on 
this  early  and  interesting  oc- 
casion, very  justly  and  libe- 
rally in  favour  of  the  eeneral 
principles  of  unrestricted  com- 
merce. But  he  argues  also, 
with  equal  foree  and  cleamessi 
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for  certain  important  exceptions  said,  **  was  also  in  contempla- 
to  these  general  principles.  tion  among  them,  and  if  good 
The  first*  sir,  respects  those  seed  could  be  procured,  he 
manufactures  which  had  been  hoped  might  succeed.''  After- 
brought  forward  under  encour-  wards,  sir,  the  cotton  seed  was 
agement  by  the  state  govern-  obtained,  its  culture  was  pro- 
ments.  **  It  would  be  cruel,''  tected,  aud  it  did  succeed.  Mr. 
says  Mr.  Madison,  **  to  neglect  Smith,  a  very  distinguished 
them,  and  to  divert  their  indus-  member  from  the  same  state, 
try  into  other  channels,  for  it  is  observed,  **  It  has  been  said,  and 
nof  possible  for  the  hand  of  man  justly,  that  the  states  which  adop- 
to  shift  firom  one  employment  to  ted  this  constitution  expected 
another  without  being  injured  by  its  administration  would  be  con- 
the  change."  Again :  ^  There  ducted  with  a  favourable  hand, 
ma^  be  some  manufactures  The  manufacturing  states  wish- 
which,  being  once  formed,  can  ed  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
advance  towards  perfection  factures ;  the  maritime  states 
without  any  adventitious  aid;  the  encouragement  of  shipbuild- 
while  others,  for  want  of  the  ing ;  and  the  agricultural  states 
fostering  hand  of  government,  the  encouragement  of  agricul- 
will  be  unable  to  go  on  at  all.  ture." 

Legislative  provision,  therefore.  Sir,  I  will  detain  the  Senate 
will  be  necessary  to  collect  the  by  reading  no  more  extracts 
proper  objects  for  this  purpose ;  from  these  debates.  I  have  al- 
and this  will  form  another  ex-  ready  shown  a  majority  of  the 
ception  to  my  general  principle."  members  of  South  Carolina,  in 
And  again :  '*  The  next  exception  this  very  first  session,  acknow- 
that  occurs  is  one  on  which  ledging  this  power  of  protec- 
great  stress  is  laid  by  some  well  tion,  voting  for  its  exercise,  and 
mformed  men,  and  this  with  proposing  its  extension  to  their 
great  plausibility ;  that  each  na-  own  products.  Similar  propo- 
tion  should  have,  within  itself,  sitions  came  from  Virginia ;  and, 
the  means  of  defence,  indepen-  indeed,  sir,  in  the  whole  debate, 
dent  of  foreim  supplies ;  that  in  at  whatever  page  you  open  the 
whatever  relates  to  the  opera-  volume,  you  find  the  power  ad- 
tions  of  war,  no  state  ought  to  mitted,  and  you  find  it  applied 
depend  upon  a  precarious  sup-  to  the  protection   of  particular 

Sly  from  any  part  of  the  world,  articles,  or  not  applied,  accord- 
There  maybe  some  truth  in  ing  to  the  discretion  of  congress, 
this  remark,  and  therefore  it  is  No  man  denied  the  power — no 
proper  for  legislative  attention."  man  doubted  it ;  the  only  ques- 
In  the  same  debate,  sir,  Mr.  tions  were,  in  regard  to  the 
Burk,  firom  South  Carolina,  sup-  several  articles  proposed  to  be 
ported  a  duty  on  hemp,  for  the  taxed,  whether  they  were  fit 
express  purpose  of  encouraging  subjects  for  protection,  and  what 
its.  growth  on  the  strong  lands  of  the  amount  of  that  protection 
South  Carolinib    ^Cotton,"  he  ought  to  be.    Will  gentlemen. 
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fir,  now  answer  the  argument 
drawn  from  those  proceedings 
of  the  first  congress  ?  Will  they 
undertake  to  deny  that  that  con- 
gress did  act  on  the  avowed 
principle  of  protection  ?  Or,  if 
they  admit  it,  will  they  tell  us 
how  those  who  framed  the  con- 
stitution fell,  thus  early,  into  this 
great  mistake  about  its  meaning  ? 
Will  they  tdl  us  how  it  should 
happen  that  they  had  so  soon 
forgotten  their  own  sentiments, 
and  their  own  purposes  ?  I  con- 
fess I  have  seen  no  answer  to 
this  argument,  nor  any  respec- 
table  attempt  to  answer  it 
And,  sir,  how  did  this  debate 
terminate?  What  law  was 
passed?  There  it  stands,  sir, 
among  the  statutes,  the  second 
law  in  the  book.  It  has  a  pre- 
ambhy  and  that  preamble  ex- 
pressly recites,  that  the  duties 
which  it  imposes  are  laid  ^  for 
the  support  of  government,  for 
the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  encour- 
agement and  protection  ofmanu* 
factures,^  Until,  sir,  this  early 
legislation,  thus  coeval  with  the 
constitution  itself,  thus  lull  and 
explicit,  can  be  explained  away, 
no  man  can  doubt  of  the  mean- 
ing of  that  instrument. 

Mr.  President,  this  power  of 
discrimination,  thus  admitted, 
avowed,  and  practised  upon,  in 
the  first  revenue  act,  has  never 
been  denied  or  doubted,  until 
within  a  few  years  past.  It  was 
not  at  all  doubted  in  1816,  when 
it  became  necessary  to  adjust 
the  revenue  to  a  state  of  peace. 
On  the  contrary,  the  power  was 
then  exercised,  not  without  op- 
position as  to    its  expediency, 


but,  as  far  as  I  remember,  or 
have  understood,  without  the 
slightest  opposition  founded  on 
any  supposed  want  of  constitu- 
tional authority.  Certainly 
South  Carolina  did  not  doubt  it. 
The  tariff  of  1816  was  introdu- 
ced, carried  through,  and  es- 
tablished, under  the  lead  of 
South  Carolina.  Even  the  mini' 
mum  policy  is  of  South  CaroRtia 
origin. 

Sir,  it  is  no  answer  to  say, 
that  the  tariJBTof  1816  was  a  re- 
venue bill.  So  are  they  all  re- 
venue bills.  The  point  is,  and 
the  truth  is,  that  the  tariff  of 
1816,  like  the  rest,  did  discrimi- 
nate :  it  did  distinguish  one  arti- 
ble  from  another  ;  it  did  lay  du- 
ties for  protection.  Look  to  the 
case  of  coarse  cottons,  under 
the  minimum  calculation;  the 
duty  on  these  was  sixty  to  eighty 
per  cent.  Something  besides 
revenue  certainly  was  intended 
in  this ;  and,  in  fact,  the  law  cut 
up  our  whole  commerce  with 
India  in  that  article.  It  is,  sir, 
only  within  a  few  years  that 
Carolina  has  denied  the  consti- 
tutionality of  these  protective 
laws.  The  gentleman  himself 
has  narrated  to  us  the  true  his- 
tory of  her  proceedings  on  this 
point.  He  says  that,  after  the 
passing  of  the  law  of  1828,  de- 
spairing then  of  being  able  to 
abolish  the  system  of  protection, 
political  men  went  forth  among 
the  people,  and  set  up  the  doc- 
trine that  the  system  was  uncon- 
stitutional. "And  the  people," 
says  the  honourable  gentleman, 
"  received  the  doctrine."  This, 
I  believe,  is  true,  sir.  The  peo- 
ple did  then  receiire  th«  doctnne ; 
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Ihev  had  never  entertained   it        Mr.  President,  if  the  friends  of 
before.     Down  to  that  period,  nullification  should  be  able  to 
the    constitutionality    of   these  propagate    their    opinions,  and 
laws  had  been  no  more  doubted  give  them  practical  effect,  they 
in   South    Carolina,    than  else-  would,  in  my  judgment,  prove 
where.  And  I  suspect  it  is  true,  themselves  the  most  skilful  "  ar- 
sir,  and  I  deem  it  a  great  misfor-  chitects  of  ruin,**  the  most  eflect- 
tune,  that,  to  the  present  mo-  ual  extinguishers  of  high  raised 
ment,  a  great  portion  of  the  peo-  expectation — the  greatest  blast- 
pie  of  the  state  have  never  yet  ers  of  human  hopes,  which  any 
seen  more  than  one  side  of  the  age  has  produced.    They  would 
argument     I  believe  that  thou-  stand   up  to   proclaim,  in  tones 
sands  of  honest  men  are  involved  which  would  pierce  the  ears  of 
in  scenes  now  passing,  led  away  half  the  human  race,  that  the 
by  one-sided  views  of  the  ques-  last  great  experiment  of  repre- 
tion,  and  following  their  leaders  sentative  government  had  failed, 
by  the  impulses  of  an  unlimited  They  would  send  forth  sounds, 
confidence.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  at  the  hearing  of  which,  the  doc- 
ifwe   can   avoid   the   shock  of  trine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings 
arms,  a  day  for  reconsideration  would  feel,  even  in  its  grave,  a 
and  reflection  will   come ;  truth  returning  sensation  of  vitality 
and  reason  will   act  with  their  and   resuscitation.     Millions  of 
accustomed  force ;  and  the  pub-  eyes,  of   those  who   now  feed 
lie    opinion  of  South  Carolina  their  inherent  love  of  liberty  on 
will  be  restored  to  its  usual  con-  the  success  of  the  American  ex- 
stitutional  and  patriotic  tone.  ample,  would   turn  away  from 
But,  sir,  I  hold  South  Carolina  beholding  our  dismemberment, 
to  her  ancient,  her  cool,  her  un-  and    find    no    place    on    earth 
influenced,   her   deliberate  opi-  whereon  to  rest  their  gratified 
nions.     I  hold  her  to  her  own  sight.     Amidst  the  incantations 
admissions,  nay,   to    her    own  arid  orgies  of  nullification,  se- 
claims  and  pretensions,  in  1 789,  cession,  disunion,  and  revolution, 
in  the  first  congress,  and  to  her  would  be  celebrated  the  funeral 
acknowledgments   and  avowed  rites   of  constitutional  and  re- 
sentiments  through  a  long  series  publican  liberty, 
of  succeeding  years.    I  hold  her        But,  sir,  if  the  government  do 
to  the  principles  on  which  she  its  duty ;  if  it  act  with  firmness 
led  congress  to  act  in  1816;  or,  and  with  moderation,  these  opi- 
if  she  has  changed  her  own  opi-  nions  cannot  prevail.     Be  assii- 
nions,  I  claim   some  respect  for  red,  sir,  be  assured,  that  among 
those  who  still  retain  the  same  the  political   sentiments  of  this 
opinions.   I  say  she  is  precluded  people,  the  love  of  union  is  still 
from   asserting,    that   doctrines  uppermost.  They  will  stand  fast 
which  she  has  herself  so  long  by  the  constitution,  and  by  those 
and  so  ably  sustained,  are  plain,  who  defend  it.     I  rely  on  do 
palpable,  and  dangerous  viola-  temporary    expedients— on  no 
tions  of  the  constitution.  political  combination ;  but  I  rely 
21 
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on  the  true  American  feeling,  the 
genuine  patriotism  of  the  people, 
tind  the  imperative  decision  of 
thef  public  voice.    Disorder  and 
eonfbf^on,  indeed,    may   arise; 
scenes  of  commotion  and  contest 
are  threatened,  and  perhaps  may 
come.     With  my  whole  heart,  I 
pray  fat  the  continuance  of  the 
domestic  pedce  dnd  qttief  of  the 
country^     I  desire  most  ardent- 
ly the  Restoration   of  afiection 
and  harmony  to  all  its  parts.    1 
desire  that  every  citizen  of  the 
-whole  country  may  look  to  this 
government  with  no  other  senti- 
mentsbut  those  of  grateful  respect 
and  attachment    But  I  cannot 
jrield,  even  to  kind  feelings,  the 
cause  of  the  constitution,  stnd  the 
true  gloi^  of  the   country,  and 
the  great  trust  which  we  hold 
in  our    hands    for    succeeding 
Hges.     If   the  constitution  can- 
not be  maintained  without  meet- 
mg  these  scenes  of  commotion 
tfnd    Contest^    however   unwel- 
come,   they   must  Come.     We 
cannot,  we  must  not,  we  dare 
not,  ornit  to  do  that  which,  in 
ouf  judgment,  the  safety  of  the 
Union  req  uires.     Not  regardless 
of  consequences,  ^e  must  yet 
nieet  consequences  ;  seeing  the 
hazards  which  surround  the  dis- 
charge of  public  duty,  it  must 
yet  be  discharged.     For  myself, 
sir,  1  shun  nd  responsibility  just- 
ly devolving  on    me,    here  or 
elsewhere,     in    attempting   to 
maintain  the  cause.     I  am  tied 
to  it  by  indissoluble   bands  of 
affection   and   duty,  and  I  shall 
cheerfully  partake  in  its  fortunes 
and  its  &te.  I  am  ready  to  per- 
form my  own  appropriate  part, 
whenever  and  wherever  the  oc- 


casion may  call  me,  and  to  take 
mv  chance  among  those  upon 
whom  blows  may  fall  first,  and 
fall  thickest.  I  shall  exert  every 
feculty  I  possess,  in  aiding  to 

Erevent  the  constitution  from 
eing  nullified,  destroyed,  at 
impaired;  and  even  should  I  see 
it  fall,  I  will  still,  with  a  voice, 
feeble  peihaps,  but  earnest  as 
ever  issued  from  human  lips, 
and  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  which 
nothing  shall  extinguish,  call  on 
ihepeopk  to  come  to  its  rescue* 
The  senate,  upon  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  eloquent  and  argu- 
mentative speech,  adjourned  to 
Monday,  the  18th  Feb.  On  that 
day,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was 
made  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  Mr.  Forsyth 
then  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  certain  words  to  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  and  stri« 
king  out  the  words  *•  first  and 
fifth  sections'*  therefrom.  The 
object  and  efiect  of  this  amend- 
ment was  to  limit  the  existence 
of  the  entire  act  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  congress, 
instead  of  limiting  the  existence 
of  the  first  and  fifth  sections  only. 
He  said,  he  regarded  the  mea- 
sure merely  as  one  intended  to 
meet  a  certain  exigency  which 
he  hoped  would  soon  pass  away. 
Mr.  Wilkins  said,  the  com- 
mittee were  of  the  opinion  that 
all  the  provisions,  except  the 
first  and  fifth  sections,  ou^t  to 
be  engrafted  on  our  judiciary 
system.  The  case  of  the  refu- 
sal of  a  clerk  of  a  stale  court  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  record,  had 
twice  occurred,  and  had  not 
been  provided  for  except  by  this 
bill 
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Mr.  Kane  tug^sted  a  modi-  would    always  be   withia   tbe 

fication  of  the  ameQcknent,  so  as  rectch  of  congress  to  amend  or 

to  extend  it  to  tbe  limitation  of  repeal,  whenever  it  might   be 

all  suits  arising  under  the  act  deemed  proper  so  to  do.   If  any 

which  shall  be  pending  at  its  limitation  were  to  be  fixed,  he 

aspiration.  would  prefer  to  make  it  for  ft 

Mr.  Forsyth  accepted  the  longer  period.  He  desired  to 
modification.  Hedid  not  look  see  these  judicial  provisions  esta** 
at  the  propriety  or  impropriety  blished  as  a  part  of  our  perma- 
of  other  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  nent  system  ;  and  be  believed, 
a  permanent  and  general  mea-  that  had  such  been  the  case  bo- 
«ure.  He  viewed  them  only  as  fore,  this  contingency  would 
applicable  to  a  particular  state  never  have  occurred.  He  hoped 
of  thin^  He  did  not  like  the  the  amendment  wo.dd  mot  pre- 
judicial provisions.    They  wera  vail 

more  objectionable  than  tbe  mi-        Mr.  Calhoun  asked  If  he  had 

litary  provisions,  in  his  opinion,  understood    the    senator    from 

Mr.  Webster  briefly  noticed  Georgia,  as  stating  that  his  col- 

the  e&cts  of  this  amendment,  league  had  acquiesced  in  the  ju- 

The  provisions  of  the  bill  which  diisial  provisions  of  the  bill  ?  He 

it  was  now  proposed  to  limit,  said  that  he  should  vote  for  tbis 

were  the  judicial  processes  in-  amendment ;    but    he    belicvifed 

tended  to  counteract  those  of  tbe  that  every  part  of  the  bill  was 

state  of  South  Carolina.     The  9  yidation  of  the  constitution, 

provisions  of  that  state    were  and  that  it  was  aU  throughout, 

permanent  in  their  character;  liable  to  the  strongest  elections. 
and  if  the  provisions  of  this  bill        Mr.  Forsyth  said,  that  what 

were  %Q  be  limited,  after  the  ex-  he  understood    was,    that   the 

tifaiioQ  of  that  limit,  there  would  senator  from  South  Carolina  1»ad 

e    no    remedy    in     existence  principally  objected  to  ihe  pro- 

against    the    measures    of  the  visions  of  the  biH  whieb  were 

state.    He  was   auite    willing  most  directly  waifike  in  their 

that  the  sections,  placing  in  the  character  ;    and  bad   regarded 

bands  of  the  executive  the  mill-  the    provisions     providing    for 

tary  force,  should  be  limited  to  countervailing  civil   process  as 

Ihe  termination  of  the  next  ses-  less  odious.    He  regarded  the 

sion;  but  the  nroceedings  of  the  objectiopB  of  jChe  senator  from 

•eourts,  intenaed   to  countervail  Massachusetts  as  applicable  as 

Ihose  of  the  courts  of  South  Ca-  well  to  the  other  provisions  of 

rolina,  ou^ht  not  to  be  limited*  as  the  bill,  as  those  now  under  eon- 

the  provisionsofS.  Carolina  were  sideration.    For  himself  be  did 

unlimited.    To  limit  thc^  provi-  not  wish  to  view  the  bill,  in  any 

sions  to  a  single  year,  would  be  of  its  provisions,  as  a  permanent 

to  defeat  tbe  object  altogether,  as  measure.    He  had  no  desire  to 

ibere  are  certam  proceediogs  to  blend  it  into  the  permanent  ju- 

whieh  they  refer,  which  cannot  dicial  system  of  tbe  country.    If 

jurise  within  the  year.    The  Inll  it  shoyld  ever  be  the  desire  of 
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concress  so  to  blend  it,  he  wish- 
ed that  it  might  be  done  at  a 
time  when  no  such  topics  should 
present  themselves  as  were  now 
so  prominent  in  every  senator's 
mind,  and  then  the  subject  could 
be  calmly  and  deliberately  dis- 
cussed. 

The  question  was  then  taken 
on  the  amendment,  and  decided 
as  follows: — 

Yeas,  Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb, 
Black,  Calhoun,  Dickerson,  For- 
syth, Hill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Moore,  Rives,  Smith, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  White, 
Wright,  18. 

Nays,  Messrs.  Bell,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling- 
buysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Nau- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Poindexter, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linaon,  Webster,  Wilkins,  26. 

Mr.  Poindexter  then  rose  and 
stated,  that  it  must  be  evident 
that  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  some  appro- 
priation    was     necessary,    the 
Dill  authorizing  the  calling  into 
operation  the  military  force  of 
the    country,   but  providing  no 
means  for  defraying  the  expen- 
ses.    The  consttitution  had  pro- 
hibited the  withdrawal  of  any 
money  from  the  treasury,  unless 
under  an  appropriation  by  law. 
The  senate  was  now  about  to 
employ  the  army  and  navy  to 
carry  into  efiect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,    and  the    president 
ought  to  be  limited  in  the  ex- 
penditures for  this  purpose. 

He  concluded  with    n)oving 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a 


new  section,  providing  that  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
efiect  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 

the  sum  of dollars  shall 

be  and  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Mr.  Grundy  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi would  fill  up  the  blank 
with  some  sum. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said,  he  would 
leave  that  to  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary. 

Mr.  Grundy  said,  the  judici- 
ary committee  wanted  na 
money.  But,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  was  disposed 
to  grant  an  appropriation,  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  com- 
mittee to  know  what  amount  he 
was  willing  to  give. 

Mr.    Calhoun  expressed   his 
surprise  at  the  course  of  the  gen- 
tleman from    Tennessee.     Did 
that  gentleman    mean   to  say, 
that  no  money  would  be  requi- 
red for  the  purposes  of  the  bill? 
The  fact  must  be  apparent,  that 
no  appropriation  is  a  universal 
appropriation.     The    president 
would  be  able  to  take  from  the 
treasury  what  he  pleased,  and 
the   congress    and  the    people 
would   be  pledged  to  replace  it 
in   the  treasury.     He  was  sur- 
prised at  this  course.     It  belong- 
ed to  those  who  had  introduced, 
and  who  advocated  this  bill,  to 
say    what    amount   of    money 
would  be  required.     It  did  not 
belong  to  the  senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi.    If  the  senate  intended 
to  give  the  sword   to  the  presi- 
dent, they  ought  not  to  give  him 
the    purse    also.     He     looked 
upon  this    as  one  of  the  most 
arbitrary  of  all  the  provisions  of 
this  most  arbitrarv  bill. 
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Mr.  Grundy  stated,  that  the  he  would  also  have  the  power 

senator   from    South    Carolina  to  close  the  courts,  and  to  close 

was  more   competent  than  any  the  hall  of  legislation.  He  might 

other  person  to  determine  wheth-  treat  the  legislature  as  a  lawless 

er  or  not  there  would  be  any  assemblage,   and   what  bourse, 

necessity  for   the    employment  then,  could  be  left  to  the  state 

of  force.     If  the   authorities  of  but  resistance?     She  would  be 

the  state  of  South  Carolina  should  forced    into    resistance.      Yes, 

ofier  resistance  to  the  laws,  then  she  would  be  thus  compelled  to 

would  arise    the   necessity  for  resist.     But  the  question  of  time 

the  employment  of  force.     But  was  a  far  diflerent  question.  He 

he  was  of  opinion,  that  unless  it  thanked  God  that  this  question 

was     produced  by   the   act  of  was  in  other  hands  to  decide. 

South  Carolina,  there  would  be  South  Carolina,  in  deciding  this 

no   collision ;   and  no  expendi-  question,  would  make  the  issue 

ture  would  be  necessary,  unless  with  a  deliberate  judgment,  but 

there  should  be  collision.     The  with  irresistible  nrmness.     He 

committee  hoped   that  no  such  was  amazed  at  the  course  which 

collision  would  arise  ;  but   if  it  had  been  taken.   The  provisions 

should,  provision  could  be  made  of  this  bill   went    beyond    any 

for  the  expenditure  by  the  next  thing  he  could  have  conceived, 

congress.  He  would  reverse  the  argument 

Mr.   Calhoun    said  that    the  of  the  senator  from  Tennessee, 

whole  of  this  business  indicated  and  say  there   could   be  no  col- 

an   unsoundness   of  legislation,  lision,  unless  it  proceeded  from 

The  bare  possibility  of  a  colli-  the  conduct  of  the  general  go- 

sion  ous:ht  to  be   deemed  suffi-  vernment. 

cient  to  induce  the  committee  to  Mr.    Smith    referred  to  the 

make  the   appropriation.      Un-  course  which  had  been  pursued, 

sound    legislation  I       He     had  in  reference  to  the  dispute  with 

never  seen  any  instance  of  a  Pennsylvania,  when  similar  pow- 

nation  hurrying  so  rapidly   to-  ers  were  vested  in  the  president, 

wards    a  state    of   despotism,  and  the  military  force  was  called 

The   gentleman  had   said  that  out.       An     appropriation   was 

there  would  be  no  expenditure  made  at  the  following  session  to 

unless  resistance  should  be  com-  defray  the  expenditures  caused 

menced  by     South      Carolina,  by  that  disturbance.   He  did  not 

What  did  the  senator  mean  by  apprehend  the  occurrence  of  any 

resistance  ?     It  would   be  seen  war.    He  believed  that  the  very 

that  in  this  bill,  the  president  first  section  of  the  bill  put  it  out 

had  the  power  to  interrupt  the  of  the  power  of  South  Carolina 

civil  process  in  the  state  courts,  to  go  to  war.     There  could  be 

Did  the  senator  suppose  that  the  no  fighting,  as  a  sufficient  guard 

state  of  South  Carolina  would  was  provided   against  the  state 

acquiesce  in   this  interruption?  of  South  Carolina  getting  hold 

No !    If  the  president  had  the  of  any  property  which   could 

power  to  interrupt  the  process,  produce  such  an  evil. 
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The  question  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  as  follows : — 

Yeas,  5;  nays,  4K 

A  motion  was  then  made  by 
Mr.  Bibb,  to  Ihnit  the  expendi- 
ture under  the  bill  to  $3,000,000, 
which  was  negatived ;  ayes  4 ; 
nays  38. 

Mr.  Bibb  then  moved  an 
amendment,  to  authorize  a  de- 
fendant in  any  action  under  the 
second  section,  to  take  issue 
upon  the  question,  whether  the 
tariff  of  1632  was  enacted  as  a 
revenue  act,  oi^  as  a  protecting 
act — and  certain  other  amend- 
ments, altering    materially  the 


character  of  the  bill ;  but  they 
were  negatived,  ayes  7,  nays  32. 
The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  ayes  32,  nays  8. 

The  debate  was  further  con- 
tinued in  opposition  to  the  bill 
the  next  day,  by  Mr.  Poindex* 
ter,  and  on  the  20th  Mr.  Grundy 
and  Mr.  Ewing  replied  to  him. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on 
its  passage,  and  its  opponents 
havmg  generally  withdrawn,  it 
passed  by  the  following  vote : 
ayes  32,  nay,  Mr.  Tyler,  and 
was  sent  to  the  house  for  con* 
currence* 


CHAPTER  V. 
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Proceedings  in  Senate, — Proceedings  in  House  on  Enforcing 
BilL — Passage  of  do. — Passage  of  Tariff  in  Senate. — Conven- 
tion re-assernAled  in  South  Carolina. — Ordinance  repealed. — 
Ordinance  passed,  declaring  Enforcing  BiU  void. 


Thk  next  day  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  enforcing  act, 
(February  21,)  Mr,  Clay  moved 
to  take  up  the  bill  proposed  by 
him  for  modifying  the  tariff,  and 
the  amendments  reported  by  the 
select  commitee  to  whom  it  had 
been  referred. 

The  amendments  reported 
by  the  select  committee  were  to 
the  following  effect :  to  add  to 
the  present  free  articles,  table 
Unen,  linen  napkins  and  linen 
cambrics,  and  to  except  sewing 
silk  from  the  silks  proposed  to 
be  made  free ;  to  add  to  articles 
to  bo  admitted  free  afler  1842, 
sulphur,  crude  saltpetre,  steel, 
grind-stones,  refined  borax,  eme- 
ry, alum,  and  copperas,  and  to 
take  out  of  the  same  list  unmanu- 
factured cotton,  and  all  other 
dyeing  drugs,  &c.,  not  particu- 
hurized  in  the  bill.  The  other 
amendments  did  not  change  the 
principle  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  Clay  then  moved  an 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  make  the  home  vabieUion  of 
goods  the  standard  for  assess- 
ment of  duties  under  this  hilU 
after  t&e  30th  September,  1842, 
instead  of  the  foreign  valuation.* 

A  considerable  discussion 
took  place  on  this  proposition  to 
amend,  but  it  was  adopted,  ayes 
20^  nays  16. 

The  23d  of  February,  Mr. 
Smith  moved  an  amendment 
which  went  to  permit  plains, 
kerseys,  and  kendal  cottons  to 
be  imported  at  five  per  cent,  as 
under  the  act  of  J  832. 

Mr.  Foot  and  Mr.  Bell  oppo- 
sed the  amendment,  and  said 
this  increase  of  duty  on  those 
articles  was  intended  as  a  com* 
pensation  to  the  manufacturers, 
for  the  general  reduction,  and 
that  they  should  not  vote  for  the 
bill,  if  the  amendment  prevailed « 
Mr.  Chambers,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and 
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Mr.  Benton,  urged  that  the  in- 
crease of  duty  which  the  amend- 
ment obviated,  rendered  the  ori- 
ginating the  bill  in  the  senate 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he 
was  opposed  altogether  to  the 
bill,  but  the  objection  was  one 
which  it  belonged  to  the  house 
to  make.     It  was  a  question  of 

[)rivilege,  and  the  decision  be- 
onged  solely  to  the  house.  After 
some  further  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  rejected,  ayes 
14,  nays  29.  Mr.  Kane  then 
moved  to  exempt  the  duties  on 
lead,  and  substances  manufactu- 
red from  lead,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  and  Mr.  Smith 
moved  to  add  a  clause  exempt- 
ing military  munitions  ;  but  Mr. 
Smith's  motion  was  negatived, 
ayes  1 4,  nays  25,  and  Mr.  Kane's 
snared  the  same  fate,  ayes  12, 
nays  27. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  so  as  expressly  to 
permit  the  further  discussion  of 
the  tariff  before  1842,  but  it  was 
rejected,  ayes  13,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  an  amend- 
ment, reducing  the  drawbacks 
in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of 
the  duties,  but  it  was  negatived, 
ayes  18,  nays  24. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  an 
amendment,  increasing  the  duty 
on  raw  wool,  which  was  reject- 
ed, ayes  7,  nays  32. 

The  bill  was  then  reported, 
and  the  amendments  concurred 
in,  excepting  that  which  provides 
that  after  1842,  such  duties  shall 
be  levied  ''as  an  economical  ex- 
penditure may  require."  It  was 
contended  by  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Dallas,  Mr.  Dickerson,  and  Mr. 


Buckner,  that  these  words, 
though  not  so  intended,  might 
be  construed  by  the  southern 
representatives  in  1842,  as  an 
abandonment  of  the  protective 
system,  and  a  design  on  the  part 
of  those  who  introduced  the  bill, 
to  make  revenue  alone  the  stand- 
ard of  future  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Clayton,  and  Mr.  Clay, 
regarded  the  language  as  autho- 
rizing no  such  constitution,  and 
denied  that  any  one  would  be 
justified  in  inferring  that  there 
was  to  be  an  abandonment  of 
the  system  of  protection.  Mr. 
Clayton  insisted  that  the  go- 
vernment could  not  be  main- 
tained, if  the  principle  should  be 
abandoned,  and  declared  that 
he  would  pause  before  he  sur- 
rendered it,  even  to  save  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Forsyth  regarded  the 
clause  as  an  absurdity,  on  which 
an  argument  might  be  erected, 
either  for  or  against  protection ; 
but  as  it  was  the  only  absurdity 
which  was  agreeable  to  him, 
amon^  the  many  absurdities  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  he  would  vote 
for  it. 

The  question  being  taken,  on 
striking  out  the  words,  it  was 
negatived,  ayes  14,  nays  22,  and 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ihen'ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  without  a  division 
being  called. 

The  25th  of  February,  when 
the  question  was  on  its  passage, 
Mr.  Webster  gave  his  senti- 
ments in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
He  paid,  in  the  commencement, 
a  tribute  to  the  purity,  zeal,  and 
ability  of  the  senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, for  whom  he  had  so  long 
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entertained  a  high  respect,  and  of  compromise,  is  brought  for- 
to  elevate  whom  to  a  situation  ward  by  the  distinguished  sena- 
where  his  talents  might  be  still  tor  from  Kentucky,  who  pro- 
more  beneficial  to  his  country,  fesses  to  have  renounced  none 
he  had  zealously  laboured.  He  of  his  former  opinions,  as  to  the 
also  complimented  the  talents  constitutionality  and  expediency 
and  services  of  the  senator  from  of  protection.  The  bill  is  also 
S.  Carolina,  with  whom  he  had  so  supported  by  a  gentleman  whose 
often  acted,  and  for  whom  he  had  opinions  are  directly  the  reverse 
always  felt  a  sincere  regard.  He  of  those  entertained  by  the  sena- 
briefly  reviewed  his  own  course,  tor  from  Kentucky.  When  it 
when  the  former  bills  on  the  was  supported  by  such  opposite 
subject  of  the  tariff  were  under  feeling,  it  was  important  to  look 
consideration,  and  adverted  to  into  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
Che  conviction  which  was  forced  He  stated  the  various  considera- 
on  the  east,  and  other  portions  of  tions  which  ou^ht  to  weigh  with 
the  country,  that  the  protective  those  who,  as  friends  of  the  pro- 
system  was  to  be  the  settled  tective  system,  voted  for  this 
policy  of  the  government.  New-  bilL 

England  had  resisted,  in  the  first  He  did  not  object  to  the  pros- 
instance,  the  establishment  of  a  pective  and  biennial  reductions 
high  protective  policy;  but  when  madebythebill  up  to  1841,buthe 
that  was  determmed  on,  the  east-  objected  to  the  clauses  which  did, 
em  states  turned  all  their  natu-  in  effect,  prohibit  the  repealing 
ral  advantages,  and  their  capital  action  of  any  subsequent  con- 
of  wealth  and  industry,  into  the  ffress  upon  this  bill,  until  1842. 
new  channel  thus  marked  out  He  also  objected  to  the  proviso 
for  them.  The -bill  of  1826  was  in  the  fifth  section,  which  was  a 
to  carry  out  the  promises  made  restriction  on  the  power  of  con- 
by  the  bill  of  1824.  He  disliked  ffress.  He  put  it  to  the  senator 
the  bill  of  1828,  yet  he  had  vo-  irom  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy,) 
ted  for  it  on  account  of  that  who  had  introduced  the  clause, 
feature  in  it  which  gave  the  Co  say  if  he  did  not  intend  that 
woollens  the  protection  which  it  should  show  that  congress 
the  government  had  pledged  was  to  be  considered  as  bound 
itself  to  give  by  the  law  of  1824.  by  the  bill,  as  far  as  this  con- 
That  bill  decided  the  policy  of  gress  could  bind  the  future  le* 
the  country,  unless  it  was  to  be  gislation  of  the  country, 
kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual  flue-  The  protected  articles  may, 
tuation  and  uncertainty.  by  this  bill,  be  reduced  below  20 
After  passing  the  law  of  last  per  cent.  €id  valorem^  but  can^^ 
-session, — a  law  containing  some  not  be  raised  above  20  per  cent, 
features  of  concession  and  com-  He  opposed  the  bill,  because 
promise,  when  the  country  was  it  imposed  a  restriction  on  the 
Qot  prepared  for  any  change, —  future  legislation  of  congress, 
the  present  bill,  professing  to  be  a  He  also  opposed  it,  because  it 
bill  of  peace,  of  arrangement,  and  seemed  to  yield  the  constitutional 
22 
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power  of  protection.  Various  ar- 
guments were  advanced  by  him 
to  show  that  the  southern  politi- 
cians would, if  this  bill  were  pass- 
ed, tell  everyone  of  their  consti- 
tuents, that  they  bad  gained  sonne 
concession  to  the  opinions  of  the 
South.     He  said  that  he  appro- 
ved the  sagacious  silence  of  the 
southern  gentlemen.  They  would 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  pro- 
voked by  friend  or  enemy,  to 
speak   before  the  time    should 
come  when  they  ought  to  speak. 
They  were  masters  of  the  game, 
and  they  knew  it  He  commend- 
ed their  policy,  but  he  wished 
them  to  see  that  be  understood 
it.     In  giving  up  specific  duties, 
and  substituting  ad  valorem,  the 
bill  had  abandoned  the  policy  of 
all  wise  governments,  and  the 
policy  of  our  own  government, 
and  the  policy  always  advocated 
by  the  senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  viewed  the  bill  as  a  surren- 
der of  all  the  interests  of  the 
smaller  capitalists,  and  a  con- 
cession in  favour  of  overgrown 
moDopolies.     He    pointed    out 
the  erocts  of  this  surrender  on 
our   own   condition,    and     the 
handle   which  it  would  give  to 
satirists,   and    foreign    writers, 
and  the  poets  laureate  of  all  the 
monarchies  of  Europe,  to  turn 
our  institutions  and  our  preten- 
sions into  ridicule.     If  this  prin- 
ciple   were    carried    into    our 
naviffation,    he    stated    that    it 
would  be  immediately  counter- 
vailed by  Great  Britain.     By 
limiting  our  countervailing  pow- 
er, and  leaving  the  countervail- 
ing power  of  Europe  free,  we 
put  ia  her  hands  weapons  to 
destroy  us,  and  cast  our  wea- 


pons of  defence  at  her  feet 
Under  a  colonial  system,  our 
manufacturers  would  not  be 
more  completely  shackled,  than 
they  will  be  by  this  bill. 

He  referred  to  the  four  pow- 
ers bv  which  the  senator  from 
Kentucky  had  said  that  our  pro- 
tective system  could  be  preserv- 
ed. 1st,  prohibition;  ddly,  the 
free  list;  3dly,  incidental  pro- 
tection— all  cf  which  would  be 
found  inadequate, — and  the  4th, 
discrimination,  or  specific  duties, 
was  the  only  one  which  would 
avail.  Discriminating  and  spe- 
cific duties  were  the  last  re- 
source, and  if  those  were  to  be 
f^iven  up,  there  could  be  no 
onger  any  hope  for  the  protec- 
tive system,  in  war  or  in  peace. 
He  insisted,  that  not  being  own- 
ers of  the  property,  but  merely 
agents  or  administrators,  we  had 
no  right  to  fetter  a  future  con- 
gress. He  regarded  this  bill  as 
the  last  will  and  testament  of 
this  congress,  which  would  be 
set  aside  by  the  people,  but  not 
on  the  ground  ot  want  of  sanity 
in  those  principally  engaged  in 
making  it,  for  he  never  saw  gen- 
tlemen more  fully  in  possession 
of  that  sagacity ;  nor  on  account 
of  any  undue  influence,  although 
be  could  not  help  thinking  that 
panic  had  something  to  do  with 
it,  and  that  if  the  South  Carolina 
ordinance  and  replevin  law  had 
not  appeared,  this  bill  would 
never  nave  appeared  in  the 
senate. 

In  reference  to  the  practical 
efifect  of  the  bill,  he  stated  that 
he  saw  obstacles  to  the  carrying 
this  bill  into  efifect,  which  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  insurmountable. 
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He  thought  that'tt  would  bo  dif-  of  duty,  the  revenue  would  be 
ficuh  toascertaiD  the  legal  value  increased ;  but  ho  thought  ^en- 
of  cotton.  He  took  a  view  of  tlemen  should  pause  before  tney 
the  diSerent  values  attached  to  sanctioned  this  change.  The 
cotton,  and  of  the  professional  entire  breaking  up  of  the  print- 
constructions  to  which  the  clause  in^  establishments  for  printing 
concerning  cotton  would  be  sub-   calicoes,  would  be  one  of  the 

Ccted.  In  relation  to  iron,  also,  consequences  of  the  passage  of 
)  thought  that  the  difficulties  in  the  bill ;  and  in  proof,  he  read 
ascertaining  the  value  would  be  some  extracts  from  a  memorial 
such  as  to  render  the  provision  of  the  Lowell  manufacturers, 
concerning  that  article  inopera-  These  institutions  might  survive 
tive.  The  duties  on  iron  having  the  three  first  reductions,  but 
hitherto  been  specific,  no  princi-  the  fourth  would  be  fatal  to  them, 
pie  of  valuation  had  been  laid  On  the  spinning  and  weaving, 
down.  He  considered  that  there  the  effect,  if  not  so  disastrous, 
was  no  legislative  provision  by  would  scarcely  be  less  objection- 
which  the  value  on  iron  could  be  able.  The  large  capitalists  in 
assessed.  The  same  remarks  that  branch  would  oe  able  to 
were  applicable  to  sugar ;  and  make  money,  by  breaking  down 
,  be  stated  a  case  to  show  the  dif-  all  voung  and  enterprising  esta- 
ficulty  which  exists  in  reaching  blisnments.  In  reference  to 
a  proper  and  fixed  value  as  a  woollens — with  a  duty  of  20  per 
basis  for  duty.  He  supposed  cent  on  woollens,  and  20  per 
the  answer  would  be,  that  if  dif-  cent  on  wool,  it  is  inopossible 
ficulties  arise,  the  secretarv  must  that  they  can  stand.  The  de- 
get  through  them  as  well  as  he  preciation  of  property  would  be 
can;  and  if  he  cannot,  he  must  the  first  consequence,  and  the 
come  to  congress.  depreciation  of  credit  the  next ; 

As  a  measure  of  finance,  he  and,  by  the  surrender  of  their 
had  no  idea  that  the  bill  would  interests,  long  before  this  bene- 
be  an  efficient  measure.  He  fioent  home  valuation  can  come 
had  not  heard  the  assertion  that  to  their  relief,  their  eyes  will  be 
the  bill  would  at  all  reduce  the  sealed  in  death.  As  to  iron.  En- 
revenue.  He  denied  that  the  glish  iron,  or  Wales,  costs  826 
reduction  of  duties  on  boots  and  a  ton,  and  the  supply  is  inex- 
shoes,  and  clothing,  would  reduce  haustible.  Iron  in  Russia  and 
the  revenue.  The  bill  would,  in  Sweden  costs  840  a  ton.  En- 
these  branches,  reduce  thousands  glish  iron  has  been  taxed  at  930, 
of  mechanics  to  ruin,  and  by  this  and  Baltic  iron  818  dollars  a  ton. 
operation  would  increase  the  re-  The  chance  from  specific  to  ad 
venue.  In  this  point  the  bill  aims  valorem  duty,  will  work  an  in- 
a  deadly  blow  on  the  poor,  the  jurious  change.  He  believed 
younff,  the  enterprising;  on  that  this  surrender  once  made, 
the  labour  and  in^nuity  of  the  we  could  never  return  to  the 
country.  By  the  mtroduction  of  present  state  of  things,  without 
^ei£:n  alcohol,  at  a  r^uced  rate   such  a  struflgle  as  would  shake 
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the  country  much  more  than  any  make  a  tariff  i^hich  would  suit 

thin^  has  yet  shaken  it.  the  country.    The  estimates   of 

He  might  be  wrong.  There  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as 
might  be  no  pledge,  no  constitu-  to  the  point  of  revenue,  vary 
tional  objection;  but  if  so,  why  materially  from  those  of  others, 
this  bill  ?  The  people  will  not  but  if  the  true  point  could  be  as- 
expect  the  passage  of  this  bill,  certained,  he  thought  congress 
There  was  no  expectation,  at  might  at  once  proceed  to  an  ad- 
the  commencement  of  this  short  justment  of  the  tariff  with  a 
session,  that  such  a  bill  would  be  prospect  of  success, 
passed.  The  senate  had  not  had  Ashe  had  commenced  with 
time  to  know  the  pleasure  of  doing  justice  to  the  motives  of 
their  masters.  No  opportunity  the  gentleman  on  the  other  side» 
had  been  oiiered  for  obtaining  a  he  asked  that  equal  justice  might 
knowledge  of  either  the  course  be  done  to  him  in  the  opposi- 
of  public  opinion,  or  the  effect  of  tion  which  he  was  compelled  ta 
this  measure  on  the  public  inte-  make  to  a  measure  wnich  had 
rests.  It  was  said  the  next  con-  been  usheredin  with  so  much  pro- 
gress would  pass  this  bill,  if  it  fession  of  peace  and  harmony, 
was  not  passed  now.  He  did  He  would  do  as  much  to  satisfy 
not  fear  tne  next  congress ;  but  South  Carolina  as  any  man. 
if  that  body  should  choose  to  He  would  take  this  tariff  and 
undo  what  was  now  done,  it  cut  it  down  to  the  bone :  but  he 
would  have  the  power  so  to  do,  did  not  wish  to  rush  into  untried 

If  it  was  true,  as  the   senator  systems,     He  believed  that  his 

from    Kentucky  believed,   that  constituents  would  excuse  him 

the  intention  of  South  Carolina  for  surrendering  their  interests, 

was  merely  to  enter  into  a  law  but  they  would   not  forgive  him 

suit  witli  the  United  States,  then  for  a  violation  of  the  constitu* 

there  was  no  necessity  for  this  tion. 

sacrifice  of  great  interests.  He  Mr.  Clay  replied  to  the  sena- 
believed  that  if  this  bill  should  tor  from  Massachusetts.  He 
become  a  law,  there  will  be  an  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  pa- 
action  on  the  part  of  the  people  triotism  and  purity  of  that  gen- 
jat  the  next  session  to  overthrow  tleman,  and  said  that  he  felt  a 
Ijt.  It  will  not  be  all  requium  deep  and  lasting  regret  that  he 
and  lullaby  when  this  bill  shall  had  now  to  differ  with  him, 
be  passed.  On  the  contrary,  he  He  was  happy,  however,  to  find 
believed  there  would  be  discord  himself  connected  with  his  friend 
and  discontent.  He  had  already  from  Maine,  with  whom  he  had 
expressed  his  views  as  to  reduc-  acted  in  the  final  adjustment  of 
tion  in  his  resolutions.  He  be-  the  Missouri  question.  He  sug« 
lieved  there  ought  to  be  a  re-  ^sted  that  if  the  senator  from 
duction  to  the  point  of  necessary  Massachusetts  could  not  make 
revenue ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  some  appeal  to  a  future  congress 
that  point  oould  be  ascertained,  for  forbearance,  he  must  be  op- 
nny  congress  wouM  be  able  to  posed  to  all  compromise.     He 
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repudiated  any  share  in  bring-  facturers  by  letting  in  articles 
ing  the  existing  evils  on  the  free  of  duty.  He  might  have 
country,  and  declared  that  when  added  a  5th  mode,  by  regula- 
he  saw  the  torch  applied  to  a  ting  sales  by  auction,  an  impor- 
favourite  system,  he  would  rush  tant  object  which  the  manufac- 
to  save  it,  and  to  restore  securi-  turers  had  solicited  congress  to 
ty  and  peace.  The  honourable  accomplish,  but  which  had  not 
member  had  seen  nothing  within  yet  been  done, 
the  last  six  months,  calculated  He  expressed  his  willingness 
to  show  that  the  tariff  was  not  to  leave  tne  effect  of  his  bill  to  be 
in  danger.  Had  that  gentleman  decided  by  the  opinions  of  the 
not  witnessed  the  results  of  the  manufacturers  themselves,  a 
recent  elections?  Had  he  not  large  number  of  whom  are  now 
heard  the  message  which  had  assembled  in  Washington,  and 
been  received  from  the  presi-  whose  almost  unanimous  voice 
dent  7  Did  he  not  know  tnat  a  would  bo  in  favour  of  his  bill, 
majority  of  the  friends  of  the  He  referred  to  correspondence 
administration  were  opposed  to  to  prove  that  the  bill  before  the 
the  tarifn  He  wished  to  put  house  would  be  ruinous  to  their 
the  system  on  a  permanent  interests,  while  the  bill  before 
foundation  for  nine  or  ten  years,  the  senate  would  remove  all 
that  the  manufacturer  may  go  fear  of  ruin.  In  reference  to 
to  his  pillow  at  night  without  a  iron,  he  reminded  the  senator 
fear  that  the  system  would  be  from  Massachusetts,  that,  by  a 
overthrown  before  morning.  If  new  process  called  coking,  iron 
he  should,  have  been  able  to  con-  would  soon  be  maufactured  in 
vert  a  set  of  politicians,  who  this  country  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
had  heretofore  been  steadily  op-  in  England.  His  whole  objec- 
posed  to  the  protective  system,  tion  to  the  argument  of  the  sena- 
into  high  tariff  men,  he  should  tor  was,  that  he  bounded  for- 
rejoice  that  he  had  been  so  sue-  ward  to  1842,  and  undertook  to 
cessful  in  making  proselytes,  prophecy  what  would  be  the  state 
He  maintained  that  the  act  of  of  things  at  that  period.  He 
1824  resorted  to  the  policy  of  would  as  soon  rely  on  the  fore- 
making  a  tariff  without  regard  cast  of  the  senator  from  Massa- 
to  revenue.  He  (Mr.  C.)  wished  chusetts  as  on  any  member  of  the 
to  be  clearly  understood  as  to  senate,  or  of  the  community;  but 
the  points  which  he  had  relied  he  could  not  believe  that  the  sen- 
on  for  the  protection  of  the  in-  ator  could  see  results  which 
dustry  of  the  country.  He  had  would  be  found  to  be  dependent 
named,  1st  prohibition — 2dly,  on  so  many  contingencies.  An 
the  imposition  of  high  duties  American  stateAnan  will  look 
without  regard  to  the  amount  abroad  upon  all  the  interests  of 
of  revenue — 3dly,  a  limitation  the  country,  and  would  compre- 
of  the  revenue  affording  protec-  bend  in  one  view  all  its  condition, 
tion  as  far  as  he  coula — and  He  was  as  insensible  to  fear  as 
4thly9  by  encouraging  the  manu-  any  one,  and  therefore  the  im- 
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patationthat  this  measure  was 
introduced  under  the  influence 
of  a  panic,  could  not  aflect  him. 
But  he  could  not  be  insensible  to 
the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  situation  of  things, 
even  since  the  commencement  of 
the  session.  At  that  time 
South  Carolina  stood  alone ;  but, 
since  then,  Virginia  had  sent  a 
commissioner,  or  a  minister,  to 
South  Carolina,  to  induce  her  to 
delay  her  operations  of  hostility. 
If  South  Carolina  should  accede 
to  her  request,  will  not  Virginia 
go  with  her  in  her  ulterior  mea- 
sures^ in  case  her  grievances 
should  not  be  redressed  f  Civil 
war  might  be  the  result.  He 
was  not  willing  to  apply  the 
sword  to  reduce  the  south  to 
obedience.  Nor  that  circum- 
stances might  not  arise,  which 
would  render  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  force.  But  in  reference 
to  a  foreign  power,  there  was 
always  a  reluctance  to  engage 
in  war,  until  every  effort  at  ne- 
gotiation had  failed:  and,  if  there 
was  this  unwillingness  to  engage 
in  foreign  war,  how  much 
more  reluctance  ought  there  to 
be  to  engage  in  a  war  at  home, 
in  a  contest  in  which  he  who 
commands  in  chief  might  not 
be  willing  to  stop  until  he  should 
have  placed  himself  on  a  throne. 
He  did  not  fear  any  miscon- 
struction of  the  pledge  contained 
in  the  bill ;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  manufacturers  would  go  on 
and  prosper,  (Anfident  that  the 
abandonment  of  protection  was 
never  intended,  and  looking  to 
more  fiivourable  times  for  a  re- 
newal of  a  more  efficient  tariff. 
He  saw  no  difficulty  in  put- 


ting an  estimate  oo  the  value  of 
ootton.  Congress  lays  down 
the  principle,  and  it  will  remain 
for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent, to  carry  the  law  into  efiect. 
The  rule  is  prescribed,  and  he 
could  not  anticipate  any  difficul- 
ty in  acting  upon  it  He  went 
somewhat  at  large  into  state- 
ments and  arguments  to  sustain 
his  position  in  reference  to  col- 
ton.  In  the  worst  form  of  con- 
struction which  could  be  put  on 
the  law  by4he  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  cotton  interest 
would  enjoy  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion until  the  year  1841.  He 
showed  what  would  be  his  own 
construction,  which  would  leave 
that  interest  in  a  still  better  con- 
dition. It  would  be  competent, 
however,  for  congress,  who 
would  again  be  in  session  before 
this  law  could  go  into  efiect,  to 
correct  any  errors  which  might 
be  made.  In  reference  to  the 
powers  of  the  secretary  to  cause 
a  proper  appraisement  to  be 
made,  he  quoted  from  the  act  of 
1832 ;  but  repeated,  that  any 
difficulty  in  this  matter  could  be 

sd  by 

L     H< 

ductions  which  would  be  effected 
by  this  bill  in  the  article  of  silks, 
and  in  other  items.  But  even  if 
the  reductions  should  be  down 
to  the  revenue  point,  there  was 
a  reservation  to  augment  or  di- 
minish the  revenue  as  circum- 
stances might  require.  He  sta- 
ted that  the  last  series  of  grada- 
tions in  1841  would  leave  the 
duties  on  woollens  at  S8  per  cent. 
There  were,  he  said,  two  classes 
of  manufacturers,  the  jK>Utical 


obviated  by  congress  at  its  next 
session.     He  reierred  to  the  re- 
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and  tlie  business  manufacturers,  rests,  and  it  was  with  this  saoie 

The     political     manu&cturers  policy,  that  he    had    proposed 

were  unwilling  to  give  up  any  another  great  noeasure,  which 

thing ;  but  there  was  not  a  busi-  had  twice  received  the  sanction 

oess   manufacturer    within    his  of  a  majority  of  the  senate.    He 

knowledge  who  was  not  satisfied  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  views 

with  the  present  bill.     He  ex-  of  those  who  relied  on  reaction. 

Elained  his  bill  as  going  on  the  Similar  was  the  expectation,  at 

road  principle  of  looking  to  the  the  last  session,  but  there  had 

interests  of  all,  and  embracing  been  no  beneficial  result.    He 

the  safety   and  securitv  of  aU,  was  for  conciliating  all  interests, 

and  the  conciliation  of  tne  coun-  let  whomsoever  might  fail,  and 

try.     He  asked  if  the  senator  whomsoever     might     succeed, 

fi'om    Massachusetts   was    not  He  regretted  that  the  bill,  in 

willing  that    opposite  interests  select  committee,  had  been  in* 

should  unite  for  the  purpose  of  jured  by  striking  out  the  clause 

bringing    about    harmony    and  making  cotton  free,  and   stated 

good  feeling.      The  south  had  that  this  was  not  done  by  his 

given   up  her  constitutional  ob-  vote,  or  by  that  of  his  friend  from 

jections,  and  had  also  yielded  Delaware.    Still  it  was  a  mea- 

the  home  valuation,  and  it  could  sure  calculated  to  promote  the 

not  be  said,  therefore,  that  there  great  object  for  which  it  was 

had  been  no  sacrifice  of  her  in-  introduced.     He    was  not  dis- 

terests.    There  had  been,  there-  posed  to  throw  himself  forward 

fore,  no  abandonment  of  princi-  to  1842  ;   but  he  did  not  think 

pie,  but  all  parts  of  this  great  that  there  was  any  cause  for 

family  had  come  together  pre-  apprehension  as   to   the  provi- 

pared  to  make   mutual   conces-  sions  which  look  to  that  period, 
sions  for  the  purpose  of  restoring        The    opponents  of  the   bill, 

harmony.  would  send  out  a  flaming  sword ; 

Mr.  Clay  then  stated  that  the  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  send 

manufacturers    of  iron    would  out  a  flaming  sword,  accompa- 

more  readily  be  satisfied  by  this  nied  by  the  olive  branch.     The 

bill   than  any  other  proposition  gentleman  from   Massachusetts 

which  had  been  oSeredL    1  here  had  thought  proper  to  say  that 

were  some  who  had  said,  let  the  he  (Mr.  Clay)  would  have  voted 

tariff  go  down,  if  the  next  con-  for  the  revenue  collection  bill, 

gress  chooses,  there  will  be  a  It  was  true  he  would  have  voted 

re-action    afterwards,    but    be  for  it,  but  he  felt  no  new   born 

thought  that    these    gentlemen  zeal    prompting   him    to  make 

took  counsel  of  passions  above  speeches  on  the  subject, 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  states-        He  thought  of  the  &dministra* 

men  to  elevate  themselves.     He  tion  as  he  always  had  thought, 

was  for  encountering  no  certain  and  he  had  determined  to  leave 

danger  for  the  purpose  of  provi-  it  to  the  friends  of  the  executive 

ding  some  uncertain  good.     He  to  bear  themselves  out  in  defence 

wimed  to  compromise  all  inte-  of   the    bill.    He    would  have 
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voted  for  it,  but  it  would  have 
been  with  reluctance,  because  of 
the  consequences  which  may 
result  from  the  measure.  He 
stated  that,  with  some  exceptions, 
as  to  the  high-toned  doctrines 
which  were  to  be  found  in  the 
documents,  he  approved  of  the 
general  tone  of  the  proclamation 
of  the  president,  and  of  his  mes- 
sage to  the  senate  on  the  subject 
of  South  Carolina. 

The  opponents  of  tliis  bill  rely 
on  force;  its  friends  cry  out 
force  and  affection.  One  side 
cries  out — power  I  power  !  pow- 
er! The  other  side  cries  out 
power,  but  desires  to  see  it 
restrained  and  tempered  by  dis- 
cretion and  mercy,  and  not  to 
create  a  conflagration  from  one 
end  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 
He  believed  the  gentlemen  who 
opposed  the  bill  did  not  wish  for 
civil  war,  but  the  defeat  of  the 
bill  would  lead  to  consequences 
to  be  deplored.  And  he  would 
not  wish  to  see  sacked  cities, 
desolated  fields,  and  streams  of 
American  blood  shed  by  Ameri- 
can citizens. 

He  had  been  accused  of  am- 
bition in  introducing  this  mea- 
sure. He  despised  the  grovel- 
ling spirits  from  which  the 
charge  came,  and  dismissed  the 
accusation  to  the  winds.  If  con- 
gress would  pass  this  bill,  he 
would  willingly  retire  to  his 
home,  to  the  groves  of  Ashland, 
where  he  could  find  a  fidelity 
and  an  afiection  ^hich  he  had 
not  always  found  in  public  life. 

The  debate  was  further 
continued,  until  a  late  hour  in 
the  evening,  by  Messrs.  Bell, 
Sprague,  and  Holmes,  in  support 


of,  and  Mr.  Dickerson  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  when  Mr. 
Clay  arose  and  stated,  that  inas- 
much as  it  had  been  represented 
that  a  bill  identical  in  its  pro- 
visions to  the  one  before  the 
senate,  had  just  been  passed  in 
the  house,  and  would  probably 
be  presented  the  next  day  to  the 
senate  for  approval,  he  would 
move  an  adjournment.  This 
motion  was  carried,  and  the 
senate  adjourned. 

We  mijjft  now  go  back  to  the 
proceedings  in  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, which  we  left  enga- 
ged in  the  discussion  of  the  tariff 
reported  from  the  committee  of 
wjiys  and  means. 

This  discussion,  which  was 
commenced  on  the  8th  of  Janua- 
ry, continued  without  any  de- 
cision indicating  a  probability  of 
its  passage,  until  the  passing  of 
the  enforcement  act  in  the  senate. 
Upon  the  coming  of  that  bill  into 
the  house,  Feb,  21st,  it  excited 
a  warm  feeling  among  the 
southern  members,  and  an  ani- 
mated debate  was  caused  on  a 
motion  to  print  the  bill  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

The  next  day,  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, all  business  was  suspend- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Lent,  a  member  from  New- 
York,  and  the  24th  being  Sun- 
day, it  was  not  until  the  25th, 
that  the  enforcing  bill  had  its 
first  reading. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  then  moved 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time, 
which,  after  an  inefifectual  at- 
tem  pt  to  postpone  it,  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Carson  then  moved  its 
reference  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
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As  this  motion  would  neces*  Mr.  Arnold  said  that  he  had 
sarily  at  this  late  period  of  the  hitherto  been  in  favour  of  its  pas- 
session  have  prevented  the  pas-  sage,  but  since  the  passing  oi  the 
sage  of  the  bilK  it  was  resisted,  tariff,  he  thought  it  an  empty 
and  was  negatived,  ayes  84,  form,  and  he  should  vote  against 
nays  99.  A  motion  to  postpone  it,  A  motion  made  by  Mr. 
its  consideration  to  the  28th,  Daniel  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
shared  the  same  fate,  ayes  77,  ble  was  negatived,  ayes  58,  nays 
nays  108.  132,  and  Mr.  Dearborn  moved 

It  was  then  made  the  special  the  previous  question,  but  this 
order  for  the  next  day,  and  the  motion  producing  much  excite- 
tariff  was  again  taken  up  for  ment  and  confusion,  he  after- 
discussion.  Bv  the  vote  in  the  wards  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
senate  on  the  23d  of  February,  the  house,  on  the  91th,  after  an 
it  was  apparent  that  the  bill  in-  ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Ver- 
troduced  oy  Mr.  Clay,  would  planck  to  obtain  a  preference  for 

Eass  that  body,  and  that  it  would  the  appropriation  bills,  proceed- 
e  accepted  by  the  south  as  a  ed  to  an  examination  of  the  bill, 
compromise  of  the  long  agitated  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr. 
question.  Root,  Mr  M'DufBe,  Mr.  Foster, 
Mr.  Letcher  accordingly,  and  Mr.  Daniel,  opposed  its  pas- 
when  the  discussion  was  re-  sage,  and  denounced  the  bill  as 
sumed,  moved  to  strike  out  the  tyrannical,  and  as  substituting  a 
bill  before  the  house,  and  to  sub-  military  despotism  in  the  place  of 
stitute  the  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  a  government  of  laws.  Mr.  Dan- 
Clay  in  its  place.  iei  said  that  the  principles  of  nul- 
This  being  objected  to  as  out  lification  as  avowed  by  Mr. 
of  order,  he  moved  the  recom-  Hayne  in  the  debate  on  Mr. 
mitment  of  the  bill  with  instruc-  Foot's  resolutions,  were  sanc- 
tions to  report  Mr.  Clay's  bill  to  tioned  and  warmly  approved  by 
the  house.  This  motion  was  the  president  himselt,  in  a  letter 
agreed  to,  ayes  9fi,  nays  54,  and  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Hayne. 
the  bill  being  referred  to  the  com-  That  in  that  letter  he  said  that 
mittee,  the  substitute  was  agreed  the  speech  contained  an  ex- 
to  and  forthwith  reported  to  the  position  of  the  true  principles  of 
house.  Mr.  Davis  of  Massachu-  republicanism, 
setts,  opposed  the  passage  of  the  Upon  Mr.  Bell's  inquiring 
bill,  asdid  Mr.  H.  Everett,  but  the  whether  Mr.  Daniel  had  person- 
question  on  the  third  reading  ally  a  knowledge  that  the  presi- 
was  carried,  ayes  105,  nays  71.  dent  approved  of  those  prin- 
The  next  day  (2f5th)  the  dis-  ciples :  Mr.  Carson  rose  and 
oussion  was  renewed  on  the  said  that  the  president  expressed 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  was  his  appropriation  of  that  speech 
Carried  in  the  aiBrmative,  ayes  to  him.  Mr.  Wayne,  Mr.  Isaacs 
119,  nays  85.  The  house  then  and  Mr.  Blair,  supported  the 
took  up  the  enforcing  bill,  when  bill  and  urged  its  passage  as  in- 
23 


178 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  183:1—33. 


dispenaable  to  the  existence  of 
the  govemment 

The  debate  continued  until  a 
late  hour  of  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  when  the  previous  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Craig,  was  or* 
dered,  ayes  110,  nays  44. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  ayes  126,  nays  34. 
A  motion  was  then  made  for  its 
final  passage,  and  the  previous 
question  being  ordered,  the  bill 
was  passed,  ayes  111, nays  40. 
The  question  being  on  its  title, 
Mr.  M'Duffie  rose  and  said,  he 
wished  to  perform  a  solemn 
duty.  The  house  was  about  to 
destroy  the  rights  of  the  States — 
was  about  to  bury  the  constitu- 
tion: he  asked  the  poor  privilege 
of  writing  its  epitaph.  He  then 
oflfered  an  amendment  to  the 
title  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
its  present  title,  and  inserting  the 
following  in  lieu  thereof:  ''An 
act  to  suDvert  the  sovereignty  of 
the  states  of  this  union,  to  estab- 
lish a  consolidated  govemment, 
without  limitation  of  powers, 
and  to  make  the  civil  subordinate 
to  the  military  power." 

Mr.  Speight  demanded  the 
previous  question,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  taken,  stood,  yeas 
150,  nays  35.  The  title  was 
then  agreed  to,  Mr  M'DufEe's 
amendment  being  cut  off,  and 
the  house  adjourned  at  half  past 
one  in  the  morning.  The  senate, 
which  had  been  waiting  for  the 
final  passage  of  the  enforcing 
bill,  now  took  up  the  tariff  as  it 
came  from  the  house*  with  the 
view  of  passing  it. 

When  it  came  into  that  body, 
on  the  26th|  Mr.  Clay  moved 


that  the  bill  introduced  by  him 
should  lie  on  the  table,  and  the 
bill  from  the  house  was  taken 
up  in  its  stead  the  next  day,  and, 
having  been  found  to  be  word  for 
word  like  the  bill  already  before 
the  senate,  was  reported  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  The  senate  then 
proceeded  to  other  business,  and 
on  the  J  St  of  March,  after  the 
passage  of  the  enforcing  bill  in 
the  house,  the  tariff  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  the  question  put 
on  its  passage.  This  question 
elicited  some  discussion,  but  the 
subject  was  exhausted,  and  the 
bill  was  passed ;  ayes  20,  nays 
16. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  was 
regarded  by  all  as  a  concession 
to  South  Carolina,  and  many 
considered  it  as  sanctioning  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  the  princi- 
ples advanced  by  that  state. 

The  supporters  ofthe  bill  who 
were  frienaly  to  the  system  of 
protection,  insisted,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  this  was  the  only 
mode  of  preventing  an  entire 
and  immediate  destruction  of  the 
manufacturing  interests.  That 
the  administration  had  a  deci- 
ded majority  in  the  next  con- 
gress ;  and  ii  the  question  was 
not  settled  now,  the  manufactu- 
rers would  be  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies. 

The  moment  for  obtaining  fa- 
vourable terms  was  passing 
away  with  the  session,  and  they 
thought  it  better  to  agree  to  sucn 
a  gradual  reduction  of  the  tariff, 
as  should  give  time  to  the  manu- 
facturers to  prepare  for  a  gene- 
ral duty  of  20  per  cent,  or  to 
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reconcile  the  south  to  a  higher  the  convention  to  regard  the  ta- 

doty  if  necessary,  by  the  expe-  riff  just  passed,  as  a  sufficient 

rience  of  the  beneficial  eflfects  of  accomplishing  of  the  objects  of 

a  protecting  tarifi)  rather  than  to  nullification,  and  an  ordinance 

intrust  the  manufacturing  inte-  was  reported,  repealing  the  or- 

rests  to  those  who  merely  sought  dinanee  of  November,  and  all 

to  destroy  them.  the  acts,  except  the  militia  laW^ 

This  reasoning  did  not  satisfy  passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  by 
those  who  looked  to  the  ultimate  the  legislature — a  different  body, 
results  of  this  compromise,  and  having  no  connexion  with  the 
who  were  not  willing  to  pur-  convention,  except  that  the  ma- 
chase  a  temporary  advanta^  jority  belonged  to  the  same 
by  a  permanent  surrender  of  the  party.  The  ordinance  then  went 
power  of  the  government  over  on  to  nullify  the  enforcing  law, 
this  subject  to  a  state,  which  de-  but  content  with  this  empty 
manded  it  upon  princi|!>]es,  and  bravado,  did  not  enjoin  on  ttu) 
in  a  tone  inconsistent  with  the  legislature  to  pass  laws  to  carry 
continuance  of  the  Union.  their   decree   into   effect.     An 

They  preferred  to  test,  rather  attempt  was  also  made  to  de- 

than  to  surrender  the  powers  of  clare  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 

the     government,      and     they  state,  but  as  the  friends  of  the 

strondy  reprobated   the  idea  of  Union  had  resolved  that  they 

abandoning  the  policy  of  the  go-  would  not  take  such  an  oath,  it 

^ernment  upon  the  demand  of  a  was  deemed  the  wisest  course 

ningle  state.  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  legis- 

The  leaders  of  the  nul]if3ring  lature. 
party,  on  their  part,  affected  to        In  these  legislative  enactments 

regard  the  compromise  as   an  the    controversy    ended.     The 

unqualified  triumph.  final    adjustment  of   the    tariff 

Previous   to  the  passage   of  question  was  merely  postponed, 

the  tariff.  Gov.  Hamilton  issued  and   time   was  afforded  to  the 

a  proclamation,  calling  the  con-  country  either  to  prepare  for  the 

vention   to  meet  on  the  11th  of  change  from  a  high  protecting 

March,  on  which  day  it  accord-  tariff  to   one    reduced  to   the 

ingly  assembled   at    Columbia,  wants  ofthe  revenue,  or  to  adopt 

the  Capitol  of  the  state.     The  such  modifications  as  the  iqte- 

ostensible   reason  of  this   call  rests  of  the  country  shall  thex^ 

was  the  mission  of  Mr.  Leigh,  require. 

but  the  governor  also  called  Uie  One  permanent  good,  how- 
attention  of  the  convention  to  ever,  was  gained.  The  arm  of 
the  laws  just  passed  by  con-  the  judiciary  was  strenghtened 
ffress  modifying  the  tariff,  and  by  the  enforcing  act,  and  states 
for  the  more  eflfectually  provi-  seeking  to  carry  into  effect  their 
iling  for  the  collection  of  the  own  views,  at  the  expense  of 
revenue.  the  Union,  and  in  defiance  01 

It  was  deemed  expedient  by  the  constitution,  cannot  heoce- 
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forth  prevent  a  judicial  deci»oo 
upon  their  acts,  by  inhibiting  the 
6tate  courts  fnam  furnishing  the 
federal  courts  with  a  copy  of 
their  records* 

The  right  of  appeal  to  the 
eourts  of  the  United  States,  in 


questions  properly  appertaining 
to  them,  is  recognised  and  main- 
tained«  and  a  precedent  is  esta- 
blished for  enforcing  their  de- 
cisions by  the  power  of  the 
Union. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Meeting  of  Congress, — Presidents  Messtige. — Public  Lands. — 
Mr.  clay  proposes  Land  Bill. — Proceedings  in  Senate. — 
Proceedings  in  House. — Bill  passes. — Retained  by  President. 
— United  States  Bank. — Public  Deposites. — Three  per  cents. 
— Bill  onFrance. — Proceedings  in  (Congress. 


Thb  second  session  of  the 
22od  congress  commenced  the 
4th  day  of  December,  1832. 

Thirty-two  members  of  the 
senate  appeared  in  their  places, 
and  the  vice  president  being  ab- 
sent, and  Mr.  Tazewell,  the 
president  pro  tem.,  having  re- 
signed his  seat,  Mr.  Lowrie 
c^ledthe  senate  to  order,  and 
they  proceeded  to  elect  a  presi- 
dent pro  tempore. 

On  the  5th  ballot  Hugh 
L.  White  of  Tennessee,  was  ie- 
clared  duly  elected,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  act  as  such  during  the 
session.  In  the  house  165  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names, 
and  both  branches  of  congress, 
being  organized,  information  of 
that  fact  was  communicated  to 
the  president,  and  the  next  day 
his  annual  message  was  trans- 
mitted to  confess.  That  docu- 
ment will  be  iQxmd  in  the  appen- 
dix, page  80. 

A  satisfactory  account   was 


given  of  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country. 

The  claims  against  Portugal 
had  been  acknowledged,  the 
negotiations  with  Spain,  and 
Naples  for  indemnity  promised 
a  favourable  result. 

Chastisement  had  been  inflict- 
ed upon  the  pirates  of  Sumatra, 
for  an  injury  committed  upon 
our  commerce. 

The  public  finances  were  in 
the  most  prosperous  condition, 
and  congress  was  congratulated 
upon  the  near  approach  of  the 
entire  extinction  of  the  national 
debt.  As  a  consequence  of  this 
event  the  president  recommen- 
ded a  reduction  of  the  tariff  to 
the  revenue  standard. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  agency 
of  the  United  States  bajok  m 
postponing  the  redemption  of 
the  8  per  cents,  to  October,  1833, 
and  suggested  a  doubt  whether 
the  public  deposites  were  safe 
in  that  institution. 
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He  also  recommended  a  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  so  as  to  prerent  their  be- 
coming a  source  of  revenue,  and 
an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion so  as  to  limit,  and  define  the 
power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment over  internal  improve- 
ment The  policy  of  the  gov- 
ernment  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians v^as  applauded,  and  an 
extension  of  the  judiciary  system 
to  the  new  western  states,  was 
again  recommended. 

The  subject  next  in  impor- 
tance to  nullification  which  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  congress 
at  this  session  was  the  public  land 
system.  In  the  last  volume  of 
this  work,  an  account  was  given 
of  the  public  domain,  and  of  the 
general  system  adopted  for  its 
management. 

Conflicting  opinions  had  pre- 
vailed, since  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  deriving  a  revenue  from 
this  source  had  ceased,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  persevering  in 
this  system. 

A  partv  had  arisen  which 
sought  to  oring  the  whole  public 
domain  into  market  at  once,  for 
the  purpose  of  enriching  a  few 
speculators  at  the  expense  of 
the  public.  Others  advocated 
a  reauction  of  the  price  as  an 
approximation  to  the  same  result. 
Some  urced  a  donation  to  the 
states,  ofthe  public  lands  within 
their  respective  limits,  and  va- 
rious schemes,  all  indicating  an 
unsettled,  and  restless  state  of 
the  public  mind,  were  started  for 
the  purpose  of  prodigally  dis- 
sipating the  great  resources  at 


the  command  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment in  the  public  domain. 

A  majority,  however,  in  both 
branches  of  congress,  were  too 
strongly  impressed  with  the 
wisdom  of  the  policy  hitherto 
pursued  hastily  to  abandon  it, 
and  the  land  bill  introduced  by 
Mr.  Clay  at  the  last  session, 
was  rcCTrded  by  them  as  a 
means  of  securing  the  existing 
policy  from  hasty  and  improper 
mnovations,  by  enlisting  strong 
and  active  interests  in  its  sup- 
port. 

This  bill  proposed  that  10 
per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands,  should  be  reserved 
in  addition  to  the  5  per  cent,  now 
reserved  for  internal  improve- 
ments in  the  new  states,  and 
that  the  residue  should  be 
divided  among  all  the  states  in 
proportion  to  their  representa- 
tion, to  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  state  govern- 
ments to  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion, internal  improvement,  or 
colonization. 

In  consequence  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  administration,  this 
bill  was  postponed  in  the  house, 
after  receiving  the  sanction  of 
the  senate,  and  in  his  message, 
the  president  expressed  himself 
in  favour  of  reducing  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  so  as  to  barely 
reimburse  the  expenses  of  their 
acquisition,  and  surveying. 

This  view  of  the  subject  was 
with  good  reason  deemed  as 
intended  to  subvert  the  existing 
land  policy,  and  at  an  early 
period  of  the  session,  Mr.  Clav 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
similar  to  the  one  which  ha<) 
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passed  the  senate  at  the  last  into  our  ffovemment ;  that  con« 

session.     On  the  12th  of  De-  gress  had  no  right  to  delegate 

cember,  he  accordingly   intro-  its  authority  to  them,  and  that 

duced  the  bill,  which  being  re-  the    proposition  to  divide    the 

ferred  to  the  committee  on  public  proceeds  of   the    public    lands, 

lands,    on  the  3d  of    January,  was  only  another  mode  of  wast' 

Mr*  Kane  reported  from   this  ing    the    public    revenue,    and 

committee  an  amendment  sub-  therebv  prolonging  the  system 

stituting  instead  of  Mr.  Clay's  of  high  protecting  duties, 

bill,  a  new   bill,  reducing  the  A  doubt,  too,  was  suggested, 

price    of  public  lands    to    one  as  to  the   right  of  the-  federal 

dollar  per  acre,  and  to  fifty  cents,  government  to  hold  these  lands, 

to    actual   settlers.    Mr.   Clay  within  states   which  had  been 

moved,  upon  the  coming  in  of  created.     Unless  the  property 

the  report,  that  it  be  made  the  in  the  soil  belonged  to  the  state 

order  of  the  day,  for  the  7th  of  government,  or  it»  inhabitants,  it 

January,  when  the  subject  was  could  have  no  claim  to  be  inde- 

taken  up.  pendent,  and  it  was  thus  degraded 

Mr.  Kane,  Mr.  Buckner,  Mr.  to  a  dependant  condition,  and 

Black,  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Hill,  was  merely  a  colony. 

Mr.   Moore    and  Mr.  Benton,  Those  who  supported  the  bill 

spoke  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Cla>'s  asserted  that  though  it  was  true 

bill,  and  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  that  the  government  owned  a 

Clay,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Poindexter  great  part  of  the  land,  still  it  had 

and  Mr.  Ewing.  made  liberal  appropriations  for 

The   opponents  of    the    bill  internal  improvements  and  edd- 

contended  that  the  new  states  cation,  and  now  proposed  to  in- 

were  not  on  an  equality  with  increase  them ;  that  it  had  pro- 

the  old ;   that  they  were  kept  tected  the  settlers,  and  defrayed 

down  by  one  great  landholder  the  expenses  of  their  government, 

whose  property  was  not  subject  while  territories,  out  of  the  pub- 

to  taxation  for  roads,  education,  lie  treasury, :  that  the  land  was 

and  other  public  objects ;  and  sold  upon  liberal  terms,  and  that 

that  while  they  were  subject  to  the  west  was  settled  so  fast,  that 

these  disadvantages,  large  sums  the  political  institutions  of  the 

of  money  were  annually  drawn  country  could  hardly  keep  pace 

from  their  limits,  to  be  expended  with  its  growth.    That  the  pro- 

in  the  old  states  ;  that  the  price  position  to  divide  the  proceeds 

of  the  public  lands  was  too  nigh,  was  not  new ;  and  that  it  could 

and  that  it  should  be  reduced  to  scarcely  be  deemed  unconstitu- 

facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  tional  by  those  who  had  propo- 

west.  sed  to  cUvide  the  whole  surplus 

It  was  contended,  too,  that  revenue  in  the  same  manner ; 

it  was  unconstitutional  to  divide  that  there  was  no  danger  of  cor- 

the  public  revenue  among  the  rupting  the  states  by  a  pro  rata 
states,  and  that  such  a  course  distribution  of  any  branch  of  the 
would      introduce     corruption   revenue,  and  that  the  objects  to 
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be  promoted  were  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  public  welfare. 

Various  effi>rts  were  made  to 
postpone  taking  the  question,  so 
that  it  was  not  until  the  24th  of 
January,  that  the  vote  on  the 
substitute  was  taken,  when  the 
'substitute  was  rejected,  ayes  17, 
nays  26. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  that 
each  of  the  new  states  should 
have  a  grant  of  land  equal  to 
what  had  been  granted  to  Ohio; 
but  the  amendment  was  nega- 
tived, ayes  12,  nays  26. 

Mr.  Benton  now  moved  to 
deduct  the  expenses  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  before  dividing  the  pro- 
ceeds ;  but  the  senate  rejected  it, 
ayes  14,  nays  24.  Mr  Forsyth 
then  moved  to  strike  out  coloni- 
zation, as  one  of  the  objects  to 
which  the  proceeds  were  to  be 
applied ;  which  was  negatived, 
ayes  18,  nays  21. 

An  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Man^um,  to  strike  out  all  re- 
strictions on  the  application  of 
the  funds,  shared  the  same  fate  ; 
ayes  16,  nays  23. 

An  attempt  was  made,  the 
next  day,  January  25,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  as  to  colonization ; 
but  the  senate  refused,  ayes  18, 
nays  27.  Efforts  to  recommit 
and  postpone  werie  equally  un- 
successful, and  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed, ayes  24,  nays  20.  The  bill 
was  then  sent  to  the  house  for 
concurrence.  In  that  body,  re- 
solutions were  offered  at  an 
early  day,  (Dec.  1 1)  one  by  Mr. 
Boon,  and  also  one  by  Mr.  Clay 
of  Alabama,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price 
of  all  the  lands  which  had  been 
subject  to  private  entry  for  five 


years,  and  to  surrender  liie  re- 
fuse lands  to  the  states  after  a 
S'ven  period,  and  the  other  by 
[r.  Mardis,  for  granting  to 
actual  settlers  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. 

These  resolutions  were  post- 
poned to  the  16th  of  December, 
and  when  taken  up  for  conside- 
ration, a  discussion  commenced 
upon  the  general  merits  of  the 
land  policy  of  the  government, 
which  was  only  terminated  by 
a  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions 
upon  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  was 
not  taken  up  until  the  1st  of 
March. 

Two  motions  were  then  made 
in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  to  reduce  the  minimum 
price  to  one  dollar,  and  to  set 
apart  20  per  cent,  instead  of  12j^, 
of  the  proceeds  for  the  new 
states,  which  were  negatived 
without  a  count 

Mr.  Wickliffe  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  objects  to  which 
the  funds  were  to  be  applied, 
and  to  postpone  the  distribution 
until  the  public  debt  was  paid, 
which  amendments  were  carried. 
Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,then  mov- 
ed to  strike  out  the  whole  bill, 
and  to  substitute  one  reducing 
the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
whicn,  after  a  warm  debate,  was 
rejected  without  a  division  ;  as 
was  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mason's,  to 
deduct  the  expenses  attending 
the  management  of  the  public 
lands  before  distribution. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to 
the  boose,  and  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  which  left  the 
application  of  the  funds   to  the 
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discretion  of  the  states,  was  con-  also  in  transferring  them  fVom 

curred  in,   and  the  other,  refer-  one  place  to  another,  without 

ring,  to  the  public  debt,  was  re-  charge.     It   was  also  provided 

jected*     The  other  amendments  that  the  public  moneys  should  be 

were  cut   off  by  the  previous  deposited  in  the  United  States 

question,  and  the  bill  was  pass-  bank,  unless  the  secretary  of  the 

ed,  ayes  96,  nays  40,  and   sent  treasury    should    otherwise  di- 

back  to  the  senate.  rect ;  and  in  that  case,  the  secre- 

In  that  body,  Mr.  Chambers  de-  tary  was  required  to  give  his' 

dared  himself  much  dissatisfied  reasons  to  congress  immediately 

with  the  amendment,  but  it  was  upon  its  meeting, 
concurred  in,  ayes  23,  nays  5.  For  its  exclusive  privileges,  of 

These  votes    indicated    that'  which  this  was  one  of  the  most 

two  thirds  of  both  houses  were  important,  the  bank  agreed  to 

infavourof  the  policy  advocated  pay,  and  did  pay,  a   bonus   of 

by  Mr.  Clay,  and  if  the  presi-  91,500,000  to  the  United  StatesT 

dent  had  returned  the  bill  with  government, 
his  objections,  it  was  understood       The  deposit    of   the    public 

that  it  would  have  become  a  moneys,  therefore,  was  in  pursu- 

law,  notwithstanding  the  veto,  ance  of    a  contract,  and    the 

This  opportunitv,  however,  power  of  removal  vested  in  the 
was  not  given  to  tKem,  as  the  secretary,  was  obviously  intend- 
president  retained  the  law  until  ed  to  enable  him  to  secure  the 
after  the  adjournment,  and  thusr  government  from  loss,  should 
prevented  congress  from  express-  any  event  render  the  bank  in- 
mg  its  opinion  upon  his  ob^ec-  secure  as  a  place  of  deposit,  or 
tions.  The  bill  was  thus  deteat-  if  the  bank  should  prove  itself 
ed  by  the  executive,  who  in  this  unfaithful  as  a  nscal  agent, 
manner  assumed  an  absolute.  After  the  act  renewing  the 
instead  of  the  qualified  veto  upon  charter  of  the  bank  had  been 
the  acts  of  the  legislature,  which  vetoed,  the  policy  and  constitu- 
was  confided  to  him  by  the  con-  tionality  of  creating  such  an  in- 
stitution, stitution    by   confess,  became 

more  pointedly  the  subjects  of 

AmcMig  the  subjects  recom-  political  discussion,  and  the  ad- 
mended  in  the  annual  message  ministration  and  its  supporters 
to  the  attention  of  congress,  was  were  finally  arrayed  in  deadly 
the  propriety  of  removing  the  hostility  against  the  bank, 
public  moneys  from  the  United  A  strikingproof  of  this  feeling 
States  bank.  was  mven  in  tne  annual  messag 

In  incorporating  this  institu-  in   the  recommendation  of  tl 

tion,  it  was  provided  in  the  act  president  to  remove  the  public 

of  incorporation,  that  the  bank  deposits,  and  a  further  indica- 

should  act  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  tion  was  manifested  when  ih9 

the  government  in  receiving,  and  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who 

disbursing  the  public  funds,  and  had  hitherto  advocated  its  re- 
24 
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charter,  followed  up  this  recom- 
mendation by  the  expression  of 
his  doubts  as  to  their  safety,  if 
continued  in  its  custody. 

An  agent,  appointed  by  the 
treasury,  to  investigate  the  actual 
condition  of  the  oank,  shortly 
after  made  his  report,  and  it 
appeared  that  this  institution, 
whose  solvency  was  thus  openly 
attacked,  had  funds  to  the  amount 
of  979,593,870,  and  that  its 
liabilities  did  not  exceed 
937,296,950,  having  an  excess  of 
97,296,920,  besides  its  capital 
of   935,000,000. 

Exception,  too,  was  taken  by 
the  government,  to  the  course 
adopted  by  the  bank,  in  relation 
to  tnc  redemption  of  the  three 
per  cents.  In  nis  desire  to  extin- 
guish the  public  debt,  the  presi- 
dent had  determined  to  pay  oflF 
the  three  per  cents.,  although  they 
were  redeemable  at  pleasure, 
and  were  much  below  par. 

In  March  1832,  accordingly 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
notified  the  bank  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  government  to 
pay  one  half  of  the  three  per  cent 
certificates  to  each  stockholder, 
on  the  1st  of  July  next. 

In  reply,  the  president  of  the 
bank  suggested,  that  a  large 
amount  of  duties  (99,000,000,) 
would  fall  due  before  that  day, 
and  that  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  merchants,  it  would  be 
better  to  loan  the  money  to 
them,  instead  of  paying  it  to  the 
European  stockholders,  and 
consequently  the  payment  of  the 
debt  had  better  be  postponed  for 
one  quarter.    This    suggestion 


was  acceded  to  by  the  secretary, 
upon  condition  that  the  bank 
would  pay  the  interest  accru* 
ing  on  the  three  per  cents,  during 
the  quarter,  ana  upon  that  foot- 
ing the  redemption  was  defer- 
red. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  cholera 
appeared  in  the  country,  and 
threatened  to  cause  a  suspen- 
sion of  business,  and  great  com- 
mercial distress.  In  order  to 
enable  the  bank  to  relieve  the 
merchants,  an  arrangement  was 
made  by  which  it  agreed 
with  the  foreign  stockholders  to 

J)ay  the  interest  on  their  stock 
or  an  other  year,  if  they  wouI4 
not  present  their  stock  for  pay< 
ment. 

To  this  arrangement  the  gov<* 
emment  objected,  and  censured 
the  bank  for  an  arrangement 
which  conflicted  with  the  wish 
of  the  government  to  entinguish 
the  debt  The  bank  had,  how- 
ever, in  the  mean  time  disavow- 
ed the  arrangement  which  was 
made  through  its  agent  in 
Europe,  and  the  stock  was  ac- 
tually redeemed  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  at  the  trea- 
sury. 

The  president  was  not  satis- 
fied with  this,  and  the  arrange- 
ment was  made  the  subject  of 
much  invective  on  the  part  of 
the  administration  press  ;  and  it 
was  freely  asserted  that  the 
disposition  to  postpone  the  re- 
demption of  the  three  per  cents, 
proceeded  from  inability  to  pay 
over  the  deposits. 

Another  cause  of  crimina- 
tion, grew  out  of  the  bill  drawn 
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by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  its  first  reading,  that  the  bill  be 

for  the  first  instalment  under  the  rejected,  and  it  was  accordingly 

French  treaty.  rejected,  ayes  102,  nays  91. 

Instead  of  sending  to  the  The  subject  of  the  public  de- 
American  minister  at  Paris  an  posits  was  referred  to  the  same 
authority  to  receive  the  money,  committee,  and  on  the  1st  of 
or  even  of  remitting  the  bill  for  March,  Mr.  Verplanck  made  a 
collection  through  me  bank,  the  report,  in  which  he  stated  that 
government  took  the  unusual  the  committee  had  examined  the 
step  of  selling  a  bill  to  the  bank  report  of  the  treasury  a^ent,  and 
at  the  cuiTent  rate  of  exchange,  also  the  directors  of  me  bank, 
and  appropriated  the  proceeds  under  oath,  and  that  it  appeared 
to  the  current  uses  of  the  trea-  that  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832, 
sory.  the  bank  had    980,885,000   of 

The  bill  was  not  paid,  and,  available  resources,  and  that  its 

to  save  the  credit  of  the  bank,  liabilities    amounted     to    only 

its  agents  took  it  up.  $37,800,000.     The    committee 

A  claim  for  damages  pursu-  consequently  recommended  a  re- 
ant  to  the  ordinary  custom  of  solution,  that  the  government  de- 
merchants,  was  made  for  the  posits  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
dishonour  of  the  bill,  and  the  pre-  the  house,  be  safely  continued  in 
sident  of  the  U.  S.  was  indignant  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  bank  should  call  for  dam-  Mr.  Polk,  from  the  minority 
ages,  when  be  contended  that  the  of  the  committee,  also  made  a  re- 
public moneys  in  the  bank  were  port,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
more  than  sufiicient  to  pay  the  bank  was  condemned,  but  no 
amount  of  the  bill.  For  these  conclusion  was  drawn  as  to  the 
reasons  the  executive  recom-  propriety  of  continuing  the  de- 
mended  to  congress,  to  remove  posits  in  its  custodv. 
the  public  moneys  from  the  cus-  The  next  day  the  resolution 
tody  of  the  bank,  and  also  to  sell  was  taken  up  for  discussion,  and 
the  stock  belonging  to  the  go-  after  an  earnest  discussion  by 
vernment  in  that  institution.  Mr.    Polk    in  opposition,   and 

Pursuant  to  this  recommenda-  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and  M'Duffie 

tion,  a  bill  was  reported  on  the  in  support  of  the  resolution,  the 

I3th  of  February  by  Mr.  Polk,  previous  question  was  ordered, 

from  the  committee  of  ways  and  ayes  86,  nays  30,  and  the  reso- 

means,  for  the  sale  of  the  stock;  lution  was   passed,  ayes    109, 

but  Mr.  Wicklifie  moved,  upon  nays  46. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Treasury  Report  for  1882. — Appropriations  for  Pensions.— for 
support  of  €h)vemment.^—for  Naval  8ermce.-^for  Foriifica* 
Oons.—for  Military  Service.— for  Indian  Department — for 
District  of  Colttnibia.—for  Internal  Improvemeiit — Light- 
House  Bill  lost 


The  annual  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the 
state  of  the  finances,  was  trans- 
mitted to  congress  on  the  5th 
day  of  December,  1832. 

The  balance  in  the  traasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  was 
stated  at  $4,502,914  45.  The 
actual,  receipts,  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1832,  were  esti- 
mated as  follows: — 

Customs, 21,730,717  99 

Lands, 1,620,130  16 

Bank  dividends,      .    .    .  490,000  00 

Incidental  receipts, .    .    .  87,811  34 

23,918,659  51 
Estimated  receipts  during 
the  ibiuth  quarter,  inclu- 
ding Danish  indemnity,    7,834,000  00 


Total  receipts, 


$31,752,659  51 


The  expenditures  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  same 
year  were  estimated  as  follows: 

Civi],  diplomatic,  and  mi»- 
cellaneoufl, 2,663,956  43 

Military,  including  pen- 
sions, Indian  department, 


and    internal   improve- 
ment,   5,655,280  52 

Naval  service,      ....    3,213,517  98 

PubUcdebt, 11,335,857  89 

The  expenditures  for  the 
fourth  quater,  including 
$6,744,199  57,  an  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt, 
were  estimated  at,     .    .  10,742,774  22 

Making  the  total  expendi- 
ture of  Uie  year,    .    .    .  34,611,466  03 

Leaving  in  the  treasury,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1833,  in- 
cluding the  Danish  indemnity, 
•1,644,107  93.  Of  this,  how- 
ever, •  1,400,000  were  uiiavaila- 
ble  funds,  conEisting  of  the  notca 
of  broken  banks. 

The  receipts  for  1833  were 
estimated  at  24,000,000. 

Customs, 021,000,000  00 

Publiclands 2,500,000  00 

Bank  dividends,  and  inci- 
dental and  misceUaneoua 
receipts, 500,000  00 


The  expenditures  for  the  year 
1838,  for  all  objecti,  other  than 
the  reimbursement  of  the  public 
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ddbt,  are  astimnted  at,  17^038,.  The  ettimatefl  for  the  piMc 

•77  dd,  viz:"**-  service,  haviog  been  referred  to 

r.:„:i    9  _._.   .  ,  the  cominitteefli,  the  bills  provi- 

Civil,   foreign    intercourse,  ,.       r     al            x      ^-.l                 i 

and  miaoenaiieouB, .   .   .  8,046,361  TO  ^ing  K>r  "^^  vrants  of  the  several 

MiUuury  urvice,  including  departments,  were  reported  by 

fortificatioiui,    ordnance.  jhe  committee    <A   wavs   and 

Inaian  affairs,  pensions,  i     .i_   ^             •i-         ^ 

arming  the  miUtitL^  in'  means,  and  that  providmg  for 

tenud  unprovements,  .   .  SflS/W  09  the  pension  list,  vras  taken  up  in 

^^'"^^o^TjZ,  ^  hou'e  on  the  8d  of  Jan««. 

1832,  includingarvearagcs  ry>    Ma.    having   received     the 

irom  the  4th  of  March,  Sanction  of  both  houses,  became 

1831,  in  cases  in  which  ^  Inw 

payment   has    not   been  •!      ^v  •          .  aao^  «o« 

made, 4,000,000  By  this  act  $624,d85,  were 

Naval  service, .   .   ;   .   .  3,377,429  38  appropriated  to  the  revolution- 

interest  on  the  public  debt, .    336,996  18  ^y  pensioners,  in  addition  to  an 

unexpended  balance  of  9360,540: 
During  the  year  1888,  how-  999,782,  to  the  invalid  pen- 
ever,  the  moneys  received  from  sioners,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
Denmark,  for  the  payment  of  the  pended  balance  of  9201 ,042, 
indemnities  due  to  American  and  95500  to  widows  and  or- 
citizens,  under  the  convention,  phans. 
will  be  payable,   estimated  at 

994,000  00.     Which,  added  to  A  bill  making  appropriations 

the  expenditures,  make  the  ag-  in  part  for  the  support  of  the 

g'egate  charge  upon  the  treasury  government  for   1833,  and  for 

r  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  re-  certain  expenditures    in  1832, 

imbursement  of  the  public  debt,  was  brought  forward    in    the 

18,322,577  35.  The  public  debt,  house  on  the  17th  of  December, 

on  the    2d  of    January,  1832,  By  this  bill,  it  was  proposed  to 

amounted  to    924^322,235    18.  allow  for  the  pay  of  congress, 

The  amount  disbursed  on  that  and  its  officers,  9342^268,  and 

account,  during  1832,  was,  for  for  stationery,   and  contingent 

payment  of  principal,  17,302,-  expenses,  925,600,  for  the  sen- 

410  82.    Interest  777,646   64.  ate,  and  9100,000,  for  the  house. 

Leaving  only  7,001,696  83  of  An  amendment  was  proposed 

Jublic  debt,  existing  on  the  1st  in  the  house  by  Mr.  Foster,  so  as 

anuarv,  1833,  to  prevent  tne  expenditure  of 

As  the  bank  shares  belonging  any  part  of  the  contingent  fund 

to  the  United  States,  with  the  for  any  printing,  except  such  as 

premium,    amounted    to  more  was  connected  with  the  ordina- 

than  that  sum,  the  secretary  re-  ry  proceedings  of  congress,  and 

garded  the  stock  as  substantially  executed  under  contract  of  the 

extinguished, ard consress  was  thepublie  printer, 

congratulated  upon  that  event  This  amendment  was  carried, 

The  secretary  then  went  on  to  ayes  101,  nays  70,  and  the  bill 

recommend  a  reduction  of  the  was  sanctioned  by  the  senate, 

duties  to  the  revenue  standard,  and  became  a  law. 
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The     general    appropriation  made,    providing  for    the  ap- 

bill  for  1833,  was  not  taken   up  pointment  of  a  commissioner  of 

in  the   committee  of  the  whole  pensions,  with  a  salary  of  92500, 

house,  until  the  1st  of  March.  and  the  privilege  of  franking. 

At  this    late  period    of  the  The  bill  was  then  reported  to 

session,  it  was  not  possible  to  go  the  house,  and  the  next  day  was 

into    an    examination    of    the  taken  up  in   the  house,  and  the 

public  expenditures.  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The    committee    on    public  The    amendment    providing 

lands  had  been  directed  to  in-  for  the   appointment  of  a  com- 

vestigate  the  affairs  of  the  land  ihissioner  of  pensions  with  pri- 

office,  and  Mr.  WicklifTe,  when  vilege  of  franking,  was  amended, 

this  bill  was  taken  up,  stated  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.   Everett, 

that    the    committee    had   not  extending  the  franking  privilege 

been  able,   for  want  of  time,  to  of  members  of  Congress, 

complete  the  investigation  of  the  Mr.    Verplanck   moved    an 

concerns  of  the  land  ofBce,  but  additional      appropriation       of 

from  the   progress   which  had  984,000,  for  clerks  in  the  post 

been  made,  he  was  fully  con-  office  department, 

vinced  that    the  commissioner  Mr.  E.   Whittlesey  opposed 

had  made  an  improper  applica-  this  amendment 

tion  of  the  funds  placed  in  his  Mr.    Conner  '  supported  it — 

hands.  and  read    a    letter    from    Mr. 

Mr.  Verplanck  proposed  an  McLean,  late  postmaster  Gene- 
item  to  cover  certain  arreara-  ral,  on  the  subject, 
ges  which  had  improperly  ac-  Mr.  WicklifFe  opposed  the  a- 
crued  in  that  office.  He  said  mendment  at  length,  which  was 
he  did  it  with  great  reluctance,  further  supported  by  Messrs. 
and  merely  because  the  govern-  Connor  and  R.  M.  Johnson, 
ment  must  of  course  pay  debts  and  adopted, 
contracted  by  its  authority.  Mr.  Bell  moved  to  amend  the 
But  the  expenditure  had  the  de-  bill,  by  inserting^  a  clause  grant- 
cided  disapprobation  of  the  com-  ing  Stephen  Pleasanton  9d,000 
mittee  of  ways  and  means.  for  certain  extra  services  per- 

This  amendment  was  adopted,  formed  by  him. 

but  one  proposed  by  Mr,  Ver-  Mr.     Hubbard     moved     the 

planck    allowing  $84,000,    for  previous  question  on  the  bill  as 

extra  clerk  hire  m  the  post  office  previously  amended — which  was 

department,  was  promptly  nega-  sustained,  and  the  bill  was  pass- 

tived,  as  was  an    amendment  ed   and   sent   to  the  senate  for 

proposed  by  Mr.  Washington,  concurrence.                                                       i 

granting    <>250,000,  to    enable  In  that  body,  the  bill  was  a-                        f 

3ie  city  of  Washington  to  pay  mended  by  making    appropri-                        ' 

its  subscription  to  the  stock  ations     for    custom-houses    at 

the  Washington  and  Ohio  Baltimore    and   Newburyport ; 

canal.  ordering  the  instalments  to  be 

An    amendment    was    also  received  from  France,  under  the 


of 


APPROPRIATIONS.  11>1 

treaty  to  be  invested  either  in  pared  to    support  the  amend- 

stock  of  the   United  States,  or  ment,   until  after  a  formal  in- 

of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  quiry. 

or  to  be  loaned   to  the  United         Mr.    Dearborn    hoped    the 

States  bank  upon  interest ;  and  amendment  would  not  prevail, 

allowing  to  the  revenue  officers  He  would  not  presume  tiiat  the 

the  same  income  as  before  the  secretary  ofthe  navy  had  abused 

tariff  of  1832.  the    power    intrusted   to    him, 

These     amendments     were  without  full  inquiry, 
concurred  in  by  the  house,  and       Mr.  Hoffinan  said,  that  he  was 

the  bill  became  a  law.     By  this  satisfied  that  the  number  of  na- 

act,  the  following  appropriations  val  officers  was  too  great,  but  he 

were  made.  thought  the    house   could    not 

exercise  a  power  in  limiting  the 

For  the  expenses  of  the  executive  depart-  ?""?>®?'  P  *"7  ^^^^  "^o/®'  ^^^ 

ment,  including  vice-president's  sa-  by  limiUng  the  pay,  and  emolu- 

lary,  and  ofthe  territorial  govern-  mentS  of  the  officers. 

n.X''ot  .he  pubUc  "^'^  '^      Mr.  Adams  thought  the  subject 

lands, 180,600  ought  not  to  be  mtroduced  m 

diplomatic  intercourse,    256,283  36  examining  this  bill,  which  was 

Expenses^of  t^e  J«dj=j^,     335,400  ^  p^^^jj^  ^^  the  service  of  the 

beacons,  Ac. .  .'    231,850  current  year. 

survey     of     the  He  was  Unwilling  to  do  any 

to'^«;.;ut;   'the        '  thing  which  might  look  like  a 

Chickasaw  trcar  censure  of  the  secretary  of  the 

M-     „      'y» r5?'?22  '^A  ^^^Yf   without    giving   him  an 

MisceUaneous  expenses,     .      561,192  74  opportunity  of  being  hiard  ;  and 

he  hoped  that  the  amendment 

r«.      ,  .„        , .       ^.  would  not  prevail. 
The  bjl  making  the  appro-       ^he  amendment,  aAer  some 

pnations  for  the  naval   service,  furtk-r  discussion  was  lost,  ave* 

was  taken   up   on    the    9th  of  '"™»er  aiscussion,  was  lost,  ajea 

woo    €»ii.».ii    u^j   ""    "'       Ar.  59>    nays    62,     It    was  aeam 

February,  m  committee.    After  passed  in  the   house,  and  was 

vanous     ummportant     amend-  ^    ;„    ^^^^^^    ^       'gg 

menu  were  made  without  oopo-  j%^     tj4  bUl  was  then  ^ssed, 

sition,  Mr.  Wickhffe  moved  an  ^„j  j^^^j        ^^.^j^^^  a  verbal 

amendment,  prohibiting  the  m-  amendment  in  the  senate,  became 

crease   of  midshipmen  without  ^  j 

the  authority  of  law.    He  said       g  *  ^^  ^^ 

that  of  late,  the  power  of  ap-  ^Qpriated 

pointment  by  the  secretary,  had  ^    ^  ' 

been  abused.  For  payj    subsistence  and 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  mid-         provisions,     -   -   -   Sl,905,000 
•hipmen  were  now  on  the  navy         JSE^^^^'SWit^;,  ^;^ 

list,  and    Wlthm     the    two    last  repairs  and  improvements 

years  a  great  number  of  appoint-         ofnavyyaids,   -   -   -   328,863 

ments  had  been  made.                         ^^Z!^lr1or^  57.330 
Mr.  Anderson   was    not  pre-  ordnance, 10,009 
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Forenumeiated  contingeneiea>  295,009  Buildings  at  West  Point,  .    .    .    10,000 

non-enumerated  do,     -    -    5,000  For  building  and  improving  ar- 

expcnscB  of  the  marine  mories  and  arsenals 95,995 

corps, 187,573  For  harries  at  Savannah,  .    .    .    35;000 

clamis  and  misceUaneous  For  repairs  of  old  fort  at  St.  Au* 

ejcpenses^    -----     36,718  gusUne,    ........    90,000 

Buppession  of  the  slave 

tradej  -  -   -  -  -  -   -     ^000  *p|^^    military    appropriation 

An  act  was  also  passed  for  "^i"  ^as  taken  up  on  the  16th  of 

the    gradual    improvement   of  February,  and  passed  without 

the    navy,  and     appropriating  any  discussion  worthy  of  note. 

•500,000  annually  for  six  years,  By  this  act  the  following  ap- 

from  Miarch,  1833,  for  that  pur-  propriations  were  made  for  1833 

pose.      Provision    was    niade  -,           -            j     u  -* 

fi_       .       /.       .«                        ^.           n  For  pay,  forage,  and  subaisi- 

therem,  for  the  preservation  of  ^  i^ce, ......    81,778,028 

the  live  oak  on  tne  public  lands,         dothing, 380,000 

and  all  collectors  were  required  "^wtoJrtf  ^"^^^^  ^      siooo 

to    ascertain,     before  clearing  quarter master'sdo',  '.  ".     24o!ooo 

vessels    with  live  oak  on  board,  transportation,   .    .    .    .       165,000 

whether  it  had  Seen  cut  from  the  ^J?'^''^^  "T^l'   '       S'^ 

,,.     ,       ,  contmgenciesot army,    .         10,000 

public  lands.  arreaSSges,    .....           8,500 

.  armories, 360,000 

The  act   for   carrymg  on  the  armamentof fortifications,       100,000 

fortifications  of  the  United  States  ordinwice  service,  .    .   .       69,300 

was  taken  upon  Jianuary  8nd,  Siting ;er;dc;s,*   .*          46;996 

and  passed    into  a  law,   without  pay  of  western   militia, 

opposition.  ^^'''^*^*'*"''^'     633200 

By  this  act,  there  were  appro-  p^^hase  of  ;ni;s  and'cal 

priated  non, 34,098 

purchase  of  arms  to  be 

For   completing   fbrts    already  given  to  S.  Carolina,   .           o,732 

commenced,      .....     $575,900  barracks, 43,300 

For  repairing  forts, 67,100  repairing  forts,  and  pur- 

And  for  coniingeneies,  ....    10,000  chasing  land, ....         22,560 

An  act  was  also  passed,  ap-  An  act  was  also  passed,  for 

propriating  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  crea- 

PorafortonThrogg^sneck,.   .$25,000  ting  a  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Rebuilding  fort  Delavrare,    .    .    50,000  mi       1.  -u          1  • 

A  fort  on  Posterns  bank,  Pensa-  The  bill   making  appropna- 

cola, 25,000  tions  for  the  indian  department, 

Do.  on  Grande  TerreBarabaria,    25,000  ^^^   ^^^   taken  Up  in  the  COm- 

Additional       appropriations  mitteeofthe  house,  on  the  Kfth 

were  made  for  this  branch  of  of  February,  and  passed  m  the 

the  public  service  in  the  act  ma-  same  manner, 

king  appropriations  for  the  engi-  This  act  appropriated, 

neer  and  ordinance  departments  p^,  ,j^        ^^  ^^  ^  l^i^ 

By  this  act  were  appropriated  agencies,  ....;..  S66,000 

presents  to  the  Indians*    .    .    15,000 
Por  a  fort  on  Georges  Island,  expenses   of  Indian  inter- 
Boston,.    S35,000               course, 21,300 
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Por  blacksmith's  shops,     .    .    .    33,000  town,  and  to  make  a  pub- 

contmgcncies, 90,000  lie  road  fiom  Georgetown 

arrearages,    ......         515  to  the  district  line  over  the 

--  -    .  .     .  Little  Falls  bridge,    .    .    160,000 

Unexpended     appropriations 

to  the  amount  of  24,303  62.  9150,000  were  also  granted  to 

By  the  other  acts  making  ap-  ^^^  city  of  Washington, ;to  ena- 
propriations  for  the  Indian  ser-  ^le  it  to  pay  the  debt  contract- 
vice,  for  the  year  1833,  there  ®d  ^r  the  Washington  canal, 
were  appropriated,  and  the  city  gave  to  the  govern- 
„    -  ..  ment  in  exchange  certain  lands. 

'^''^uS2io"^'lfeu«.tion  ^'''''^   •5000  were  also  appropriatedfor 
of  the  Indians,  ....     09,830    enclosmff  the  pubhc  walks, 
blacksmiths,    millwrights.  The  following  appropriations 

tr^ii>rtarion  and  di;tribu:    ^^'^    were  also  made  by  separate  acts 
tion  of  annuities,   .    .   .     90,160    *^^  internal    improvements    m 

claims,    and  incidental  ex-         *  the  territories,  i.  e. 

penses  under  treaties,  .    .  482,544 
to  enable  president  to  extin-  For  a  road  in  Arkansas,  from 

rBriHpn^lJi^*"'l5?r:i--    ••  •  ^^'®^*  *^«  Mississippi  to  the  St 

^^^,^^''**^^'°^'*""'"  «^  Francis  river;    .    .    .    .^100,000 

T^^:.f^L^'ri  A-  .'    '  ^'^  apostroadthroughtheCreek 

To  carry  mto  effect  Indian  trea-  Nation,    from    the    Line 

To^lrw^o  ;.«;m;-  •    >   •    •    •    ^"'^  Creek,  Ala.,  to  Columbus, 

To  reroess  hostilities  of  western  Georgia, .a^.OOO 

Indfans,. 100,000  repairing  present  road     .           2000 

Expenses  of  removing  Indians,.   664;371  im^DroviS/IhTnav^U^^            '^ 

rpi  ^             .   .                       .     .  the  Escambia  river,    .    .       5,000 

1  ne  remaining  appropriations  do.  of  the  Ochlochney.  ,  .  5,000 
of  a  public  nature,  made  at  this  ^*^-  o^  tl»  Choctawhachie,  .  5,000 
session,  were  for  internal  im-         TSJ,""^.  ^^'!T,  ^'    S5000 

provement,  arid  for  public  build-  a  survey  of  White  and  St!         ' 

mgs,  and  other  objects  in  the  Francis  rivers, 500 

District  of  Columbia.  «,,     ,.„ 

By  the  act  making  appropria-  ^^^o\\l  making  the  general 

tions  for  the  public   buildings,  appropriations  for  internal  im- 

which  was  taken  up  the  26th  of  P^'^f^^f^ents,  or  the  harbour  bill, 

February,  were  appropriated,  ^'^  ^^  ^'  sometimes  called,  was 

taken  up  the  1st  March,  at  too 

For  completmg  the  penitentiary,  ;815,436  late  a  period  to  permit  a  Dro- 
improvements  at  the  capitol,  32,360  tracted  debate  *^"""  *  P^^ 
miprovcmenu  at  the  Presi-  wu    "  .  *^^- 

dent^s  house, 22,083        Wnen  in  committee,  various 

for  furniture  at  do.,   .   .   .    20,000   amendments  Were  offered,  and 

provemenlsi0  the  district:-       For«irvejr.,«Ki„acton8SM.     tasooo 

For  m^«„i.i„,  Pen^yw.-  ^"^^S^f^S^'^^   •     ^^ 

ma  avenue, ^60,630  ^      *      •    •    .    .     34,000 

a'bridge  over  the  Potoraac,  900,000         The  next  dnv    i»Ki»n  *u^  kii 
unprovmg  the  navigation  of  ^"\  "^^^  ^^V*  ^^en  the   bill 

tne    Potomac,    between  ^®*    before     the    house,    Mr. 

Alexandria  and  George-  Denney  mov«d  to  appropriate 
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$10  fiOO,  ibr  a  survey  of  the  Alle- 
ghany river,  between  Pitts4)urg9 
and  Olean,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  its  navigation,  but  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  an  amend- 
ment,  appropriating  84,000,  for 
repairs    made     on    the  Cum 
berland      road,    by    Valentine 
Geesy,  but  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Duncan  moved  an  ap- 
propriation of  $20,000,  to  con- 
struct a  harbour  at  Chicago, 
which  was  also  n^atived. 

•30,000,  were  £ei!i  added,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,,  to  the  ap>- 

?ropriation  for  continuii^  the 
'umberland  road,  west  of  Zanes- 
ville,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
without  further  opposition. 

By  this  bill  the  following  ap- 
propriations were  made, 

For  carrying  on  the  Delaware 

breakwater, $370,000 

remoTing  a  sand  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Black  rirer, 
Ohio 2,400 

pier  head  at  Cunningham 
creek,  Ohio, 500 

completing  the  removal  of 
obstructions  at  the  mouth 
of  Ashtabula  creek,  Ohio,        9,400 

completing  the  improTe- 
ments  of  the  harbour  of 
Presc^ue  Isle,  Penn.,    .    .       6,000 

completing  the  pier  at  the 
mouth  of  Buffalo  har- 
bour, New-York,    .    .    .      31,700 

improving  the  entrance  of 
Genesee  river,  N.  Y.,    .    .     15,000 

removing  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Big  Sodus  bay, 
N.Y.,     .....      .    .      15,000 

completing  the  pier  and  mole 
atOswe^,  N.  Y,   .    .    .      8,400 

the  completion  of  the  break- 
water at  the  mouth  of  the 
Merimack  river,     .    .    .       4,900 

repairing  Plymouth  beach,  .         600 

the  breakwater  at  Hyannis, 
Massachusetts,    ....       5,000 

improving  the  harbours  Qf 
New  Castle,Marcus  Hook, 
Chester,  and  Port  Penn, 
in  the  Delaware,     ,    ,    .       4,000 


For  carrying  on|  the  improve- 
ment of  Ocracoke  inlet,    16,700^ 

improving  Cape  Fear  riv- 
er, below  Wilmington,   28,000' 

improving  the  navigation 
of  the  Qhio,  Missouri, 
and  Mississippi  rivers,   50,000 

contiiiuijig  the  road  from 
Detroit  to  Saganaw  bay,    15,000 

cdmpleting  the  improve- 
ment ofSt.  Marks'  river 
and  harbour,  in  Florida,     1,500 

the  road  from  Detroit  to* 
Ghtind  river  of  Lake 
Michigan, 25,000 

continuing  the  road  from 
Detroit  towards  Chicago,   8,000 

surveying  and  making 
the  road  from  La  Plai- 
sance  bay  to  Chicago.  .    15,608  76 

completing  the  improve- 
ment of  the  inland  chan^ 
nef  between  St.  Mary's 
and  St.  John's  in  Ro- 
rida, 9fiQO 

the  completion  of  the  remo- 
val' of  obstructions  in 
the  harbour  &,  river  Ap- 
palachicola,  in  Florida,     8,70(T 

repairing  Cumberl'and 
toad,  east  of  the  Ohio,  125,000 

continuing  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  Ohio,  west 
of  ZanesviUe,     .    .    .130,005 

continuing  the  Cumber' 
land  ro^  in  the  state  of 
Indiana, 100,000 

continuing  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  Illinois,    .   70,000 

repairs  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  in  Virginia,   34,440 

payment  of  a  balance  due 
for  marking  out  a  road 
to  the  confines  of  New- 
Mexico,     1,504  54 

defraying  the  expenses  in- 
cidentS  to  making  ex- 
aminations and  surveys 
under  the  act,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,   ....   25,000 

payment  of  balance  due 
Joseph  C.  Brown,  for 
running   the    western 
boundary  of  the  state  of 
Missoun, 140 

The  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  light  houses,  and  Dea- 
cons, was  not  taken  up  until  the 
2nd  of  March.  It  was  then 
amended    in  committee  of  the 
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whole,  and  reported  to  the  bouse. 
Mr.  Polk  then  attempted  to  de- 
feat it,  by  a  motion  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  This  motion  was 
negatived,  ayes  48,  Aays  71,  and 
the  bill  passed  the  house,  but, 


Mr.  Grundy  objecting  in  the 
senate  to  its  being  read  a  second 
time  on  the  same  day,  as  con- 
trary to  rule,  it  was  lost  in  the 
senate. 
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Thb  third  of  December,  1832, 
was  the  commencement  of  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  Great 
Britain.  On  that  day  the  last 
parliament,  under  the  system  of 
close  burroughs,  was  dissolved, 
and  writs  were  issued,  return- 
able on  the  29th  of  the  succeed- 
ing month,  for  a  new  parliament, 
in  which  the  commons  of  Eng- 
land should  be  more  directly  re- 
presented. A  warm  contest  en- 
sued between  the  respective 
parties,  for  the  supremacy  in  the 
new  house.  The  tory  party, 
although  defeated,  was  still 
strong,  and  determined  not  to 
retire  from  the  field  where  they 
had  so  long  held  the  ascendancy. 


There  were  many  strongholds 
in  their  possession,  from  which 
they  had  resolved  not  to  be 
driven  without  a  desperate 
struggle.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  whigs  deemed  the  reforma- 
tion in  the  house  of  commons 
merely  as  the  beginning  of  re- 
form. The  East  India  company, 
the  corporate  privileges  in  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  the  Episco- 
pal church,  and  the  public  ex- 
penditure, were  prominent  ob- 
jects demanding  the  attention  of 
a  reforming  administration. 

Besides  these  parties  which 
had  80  long  represented  the 
English  nation,  there  was  a  new 
party*  which  called  for  a  more 
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radie^  reform.  Although  this  posed  that  he  should  be  re-elect- 
party  supported  the  ministers  in  ed.  This  was  seconded  by  Sir 
their  reiorming  measures,  they  Francis  Burdett,  and  Mr.  Little- 
could  not  be  depended  upon  as  ton  also  urged  that  Mr.  Hume 
staunch  supporters.  Their  radi-  should  not  press  a  division, 
cal  views  were  inconsistent  with  This,  however,  was  called  for ; 
the  cautious  policy  of  Lord  when  Mr.  Sutton  was  elected, 
Grey's  administration,  and  it  was  241  to  31. 
not  improbable  that  the  end  of  The  house,  after  some  discuah 
the  session  would  find  them  ar-  sion  as  to  the  retiring  pension  of 
rayed  in  hostility  against  those  the  speaker,  (which  had  been 
with  whom  they  had  co-opera-  voted  to  Mr  Sutton,)  then  ad- 
ted,  journed,  and  on  the  5th  of  Feb- 

The  Irish  members  who  ad-  ruary,  the  king's  speech  was  de- 

vooated  the  repeal  of  the  Union,  livered* 

were  upon  the  same  terms  of  In  the  discussion  on  the  ad- 
dubious  friendship,  and  the  mi-  dress,  but  little  was  said  in  the 
nisterial  party  did  not  really  house  of  lords,  and  that  chiefly 
possess  the  overwhelming  majo-  in  relation  to  the  policy  pursited 
rity  over  their  opponents,  that  towards  Holland  and  Portugal, 
the  returns  indicated.  which  was  pointedly  condemned 

The  elections  terminated  in  by  lord  A  oerdeen,  and  the  duke 

the  return  of  upwards  of  400  in  of  Wellington, 

favour    of   the  administration.  In  the  house  of  commons,  the 

150  tories,  and  nearly  100  of  discussion  was  more  animated, 

radicals,  Irish  repealers,  and  in-  and  Mr.  (yConneli  vehemently 

dependents.  denounced    the   policy    recom- 

No  event  of  public  impor*  mended  towards  Lreland,  as 
tance  took  place  before  the  meet-  bloody  and  brutal  He  was  re- 
ins of  parliament,  on  the  20th  plied  to  by  Mr.  Stanley,  in  a 
oiJanuary.  most  masterly  manner,  and  the 

After  parliament  had  been  house  rejected  Mr.  CyConnell's 
opened  in  due  form,  by  the  lord  motion  to  go  into  committee  on 
chancellor,  and  others  acting  as  the  address,  ayes  40,  nays  428. 
commissioners,  the  commons  The  address  was  finally 
retired  to  elect  a  speaker.  Mr.  agreed  to. 
Hume  immediately  urged  the  The  state  of  Ireland,  which 
propriety  of  electing  a  whig  had  been  Rowing  more  gloomy 
member  to  that  office,  and  moved  dail  v,  now  imperiously  demand- 
that  Edward  John  Littleton  edthe  attention  of  government 
should  be  placed  in  the  chair.  The  fury  of  the  peasantry 
This  motion  w.a3  seconded  by  was  so  fearfully  increased  by 
Mr.  O'Connell ;  but  lord  Mor-  the  tithe  agitation,  that  the  clergy 
peth  rose,  and  after  highly  eub*  of  the  English  church  were  com- 
gizing  the  ability  and  experience  polled  to  flee  firom  their  homes 
of  Charles  Manners  Sutton,  pro-  by     threats    of     assassination. 

*  This  will  be  found  page  364  Appendix. 
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The  White-feet  prowled  through  The  ministry  hadj  at  length 
the  country,  committing  the  most  become  convinced  that  this  state 
atrocious  murders.  Society  was  of  disorder  required  a  remedy, 
completely  disorganized,  and  which  was  proposed  in  the  bill 
probably  no  nation  in  modern  for  suppressing  disturbances  of- 
times,  not  even  jacobin  France,  fered  in  the  house  of  lords,  on 
presented  a  worse  spectacle  of  the  16th  of  Feb.,  by  lord  Grey, 
crime,  rapine  and  bloodshed,  This  bill  authorized  the  lord 
than  Ireland  exhibited  in  1832.  lieutenant  to  suppress  any  public 
Mr.  (>Connell,  in  the  mean  assemblage  deemed  by  him  in- 
time,  proceeded  with  his  plan  of  consistent  with  the  administra- 
agitation,  and  on  the  18th  of  tionof  the  law;  and  two  justices 
January  met  his  self-styled  na-  of  the  peace  were  empowered 
tional  council  of  Irish  represen-  to  enter  by  force  into  any  place 
tatives  at  Dublin.  where  such     assertibiage    was 

Nothing  of  importance   was  held,  and  order  it  to  disperse, — 

done  at  mis   meeting,  and  the  persons    refusing  •  to   obey   to 

interest  excited  by  the  proceed-  be      punished      by     imprison- 

ings  in  parliament,  soon  caused  ment     The  lord  lieutenant  was 

the  national  council  to  be    for-  also  empowered  to  proclaim  any 

gotten.  district  to  be  in  a  disturbed  state. 

The  inefficiency  of  the  exist-  and  all  meetings  in  such  district 

ins  laws  to  preserve  the  peace  for  petitioning  or  discussing  any 

otthe  country,  now  began  to  be  political  grievances,  were  to  be 

strongly  pressed  upon   the   go-  deemed  unlawful,  without   the 

vemment    from     all     quarters,  consent  of  the  lord   lieutenant 

Meanwhile   the   new  tithe  act,  Any   person    attending    to   be 

passed  in  the  beginning  of  June,  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemean- 

by  which  tb^  ri^t  of  collecting  our,  and  to  be  tried  and  punished 

tithes     was    transferred   to  the  by  a  court  martial.  Persons  out 

TOvemment,      experienced     as  of  the  house  in  such  proclaim- 

determined  a  resistance   on  the  ed  district,  were    to    be  liable 

Eart  of  the  peasantry   as   had  to  arrest,  and  to  be  punished  for 

een    offered    to    the  exaction  a  misdemeanour ;  and  all  houses 

when  it  was  made  by  the  clergy,  therein   to  be   searched   under 

The  dotation  for  the  repeal  of  a  peace  warrant,  for  arms,  or  to 

the   Union,  too,  now  that    the  ascertain   if  the  occupants  are 

proclamation  act  had  expired  by  within ;  and  if  arms  are  found, 

the  rising  of  parliament,  was  re-  or  if  the  occupants  are  absent 

newed  with  increased  zeal  and  ac-  without  a  lawAil  excuse,  it  is  to 

tivity ;  and,  urged  in  all  the  forms  be    deemed    a    misdemeanour, 

of  popular  excitement,was  rapid-  Other   severe   provisions  were 

ly  making  head  against  the  utmos  t  inserted,  arming  ihe  government 

efforts  of  the    government    to  with  powers  utterly  inconsistent 

discourage  and  put  it  down.  with  civil    freedom ;   but   lord 
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Grey  made  such  strong  state-  eflfect  of  producing  a  state   of 

ments  of  Sho  unhappy  condition  comparative  tranauillity,  "which 

of  Ireland,  that  the  bill  was  gene-  lasted    until  nearly  the  close  of 
rally  assented  to  in  the  house  of  the  year,  "when  fresh  symptoms 

lords.  of  agitation  became  visible. 

Among  other  statements,  he  J^fore  that  time,  however,  in 
asserted,  that  in  the  year  1832,  the  month  of   September,   the 
the  number  of  homicides   was  Marquis  of  Anglesea   resigned,. 
242,  robberies  1 179,  burglaries  and  lord  WellesTey  was  appoint- 
401,   burnings    568,  riots  203,  ed  lord  lieutenant  in  his  piace. 
firings  with  murderous    intent  The  tranquillity    of    Ireland 
828,  and  that  the  various  crimes  was  perhaps  not  altogether  owing 
growing  out    of  the  disturbed  to  the  energetic  measures  adopt- 
state  of  the^country,  amounted  ed  by  the  government.  As  much 
to  9002  within  the  year.     In  the  efficacy,  probably,  might  be  at- 
house  of  commons  the  bill  was  tiibuted  to  the  plan  for  the  re- 
more  earnestly  opposed,  and  the  form  of  the  Irish  church,  which 
debate  on  the   second  reading  was  brought  forward   by  lord 
was    protracted  through    eight  Althor p,  on  the  1 2th  of  February, 
sittings.     It  was  ordered  to  a  a  few  days  before  proposing  the 
second  reading  on  the  11th  of  bill  suppressing  disturbances. 
March,  363  ayes,  84  nays.  Its  leading  provisions  consist- 
In  committee,  many  attempts  ed  in  reducing  the  bishoprics,  by 
were  made  to  amend  it,  but  the  uniting  the   sees  as  the  incum- 
opponents  of  the  bill  were  left  bents  die,  from  22  to  10:  by  re- 
in small  minorities,  except  as  to  ducingthe  income  of  the  primate 
an  amendment  acquiesced  in  by  from   £14,500  to  £10,000 ;  that 
the    ministers,    preventing  the  of  the  bishop  of    Deny  from 
powers  of  the  act  from  oeing  £12,559,  to  £8000,  and  ultimate- 
employed      merely    to    collect  ly  to  £6000 ;  the  revenuesof  the 
tithes,  which  was  carried,  284  other  sees  were  to  be  reduced 
to  81.  by  a  tax  of  five  per  cent,  on  all 
The  bill  was  finally  carried,  below  £4000;  10  per  cent,  on 
345  to  86,  and  became  a  law  on  all  between  £5000  and  £10,000 ; 
the  2nd  of  April.     Its   powers  12   per   cent,  on   all    between 
were  not  long  left  in  disuse.  On  £10,000  and  £15,000:  and  15 
the  6th  of  April  the  lord  lieuten-  per  cent,  on  all  above  that  sum. 
ant   proclaimed    tlie   city    and  From    all    livings    betwene 
county  of  Kilkenny  to  be  in  a  £200  and  £500,  a  tax  of  five  per 
state  of  disturbance,  and  ordered  cent,  was  to  be  deducted  ;  from 
all  its  inhabitants  to  remain  in  all  between  £500  and  £700,  a 
doors  after  sunset.  tax  of  six  per  cent ;  from  all  be- 
On  the  10th,  he  suppressed  by  tween  £700  and  £800,  a  tax  of 
proclamation  the    Irish    volun-  seven  per  cent.;  from  all  between 
teers,  and  on  the  17th,  the  na-  £800  and  £1000,  a  tax  of  10  per 
tional  Trades  Political  Union.  cent;  from  all  between  1000  and 
These  decided  steps  had  the  £1200,  a  tax  of  12  per  cent. ;  on 
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all  above  that  sum«  15  per  rent,  buildiog  of  churches,  and  other 

Vestrv  cess,and  first  fruits,  to  be  ecclesiastical  purposes, 

abolisned.  The  leases  of  bishop  The  board  is  also  to  have  the 

lands  are  to  be  converted  into  power  of  suspending  the  appoint* 

perpetuities.  ment  of  ministers  to  parishes  in 

From  these  various  sources  it  the  gift  of  the  king,  or  of  any 

was  calculated  that  a  yearly  in«  ecclesiastical      corporation,    in 

come   of   £155,000  would   be  which  no  service  has  been  per- 

produced,  which  was  to  be  pla-  formed  for  the  space  of  three 

ced   in  the  hands  of  coromis-  years.* 

sioners  consisting  of  the  primate.  Another  act  was  also  passed, 

the   arch-bishop  of  Dublin,   of  authorizing  the  government  to 

four  other  bishops,  the  lord  chan-  advance  £1,000,000  to  such  of 

cellor,  and  lord  chief  justice  of  the  clergy  as  could  not  recover 

Ireland,  to  be  applied  to  the  aug-  their  tithes,  to  be  paid   in  five 

mentation  of  small  benefices,  the  annual  instalments.      Such    of 
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Net  Revenue.  Acres.  Rents. 

Archbishop  of  Armagh jei4,494    .  .  100,5G9    .  £4,634 

Doblin         7,7B6  .  .  34,040  .  .  3,903 

Cashel         6,308  .  .  90,046  .  .  2,100 

Tuam          6,996  .  .  86,899  .  .  8,730 

Bishop  of        Meath          4,068  .  .  29,269  .  .  3,065 

Clogher         .        .' 8,666  .  .  22,691  .  .  2,326 

Down  and  Connor 4,204  .  .  30,244  .  .  1,358 

Derry       12,159  .  .  77,102  .  .  2,593 

Raphoe 5,052  .  .  1,392  .  .  1,451 

Bjknore        6,225  .  .  28,531  .  .  1,537 

Dromore 4,216  .  .  18,422  .  .  1,518 

Kildare        60,61  .  .  5,074  .  .  2,629 

Ossory        3,322  .  .  21,730  .  .  1,015 

Ferns           5,730  .  .  26,294  .  .  2,096 

Limerick 4,973  .  .  12,985  .  .  2,452 

Watcrford        3^933  .  .  13,189  .  .  2,493 

Cork              3,901  .  .  11,485  .  .  1,471 

Cloyne           4,091  .  .  12,482  .  .  1,341 

Killaloe         3,966^.  .  16,765  .  .  1,345 

Elphin                    6,263  .  .  42,843  .  .  9,044 

Clonfert         •  .  9,970  .  .  11,744  .  .  543 

Killala           3,410  .  .  45,549  .  .  1,980 

X128,808  669,247         JC45,258 

The  gross  income  of  the  deans  and  chapters  is  42662. ;  that  of  the  vicars  choral  estates, 
11,2612.  j  ihat  of  the  minor  canonries,  7622. ;  and  that  of  the  economy  estates  (the  funds 
appropriated  to  the  repair  of  cathedrals,  Ac.)  73ia  The  total  income  of  these  eccle- 
siastical corporations,  therefore,  is  23,6062. 

There  are,  1456  benefices  or  livings  in  the  Irish  chnreh,  of  which,  1  is  of  the  value  of 
28002. ;  10  are  between  20002.  and  26002. ;  20  between  15002.  and  20002. ;  and  23  between 
12002.  and  15001;  48  between  10002.  and  12002.;  74  between  8002.  and  10002.;  148 
between  6002.  and  8002. ;  281  bstween  4002.  and  6002. :  386  between  2002.  and  4002. ;  and 
465  between  302.  and  2002. 
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the  clergy  as  accepted  of  this  lion  had  been  untiring,  aud  pub- 
arrangement  were  to  give  up  lie  opinion  was  so  strongly  ex- 
their  tithes  prior  to  1831,  and  cited  in  its  favour,  that  them  inis- 
to  deduct  25  per  cent,  from  ters  were  constrained  to  yield  to 
those  of  1831  and  1832,  and  15  its  will. 

per  cent,  on  those  of  1833.  By  At  the  late  election,  many  rep- 
an  act  passed  the  preceding  resentatives  were  required  by 
session  it  had  been  enacted  that,  their  electors  to  pledge  them- 
after  the  1st  of  November,  1833,  selves  to  vote  in  favour  of  abo- 
the  tenants  of  land  should  no  lition,  and  the  success  of  others 
longer  be  liable  to  the  payment  was  clearly  owing  to  their 
of  tithes,  but  that  that  burden  known  opinions  on  this  question, 
should,  in  all  cases,  fall  upon  the  A  large  majority  of  the  corn- 
landlord.  Proceeding  upon  the  mons  was  undoubtedly  commit- 
principle  of  this  salutary  change,  ted  to  the  views  of  the  abolition- 
the  present  act  provided  for  the  ists,  and  it  was  evident,  that 
repayment  of  the  advance  to  be  something  effectual  must  be  done 
now  made  to  the  clerffy,  by  ex-  in  compliance  with  the  will  of 
tending  the  liability  of  the  land-  the  British  nation.  The  subject 
lords  back  to  the  year  1831,  and  was  not  entirely  without  difficul- . 
making  them  the  parties  from  ties.  Independent  of  those  gro  w- 
whom  the  five  instalments  were  ingout  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
to  be  demanded.  They  were  to  negroes,  and  their  incapacity  to 
have,  in  turn,  their  remedy  take  care  of  themselves,  if  sud- 
against  the  occupiers  of  the  soil,  denly  emancipated :  it  was  not 

The  effect  of  these  laws,  was  easy  to  reconcile  the  immediate 

to  place  the  church  out  of  the  abolition  of  slavery   with  strict 

way  of  collision  with  the  people,  justice,  if  considered  merely  with 

and  thus  to  put  an  end  to  one  of  reference  to  the  planters, 

the  main  causes  of  disturbance  They   had  been  induced  by 

and  agitation.  the     established    laws    of  the 

Among  the  chief  objects  ibr-  realm  to  vest  their  funds  in  this 

cing  themselves  upon  the  atten-  kind  of  property,  and  to  take  up 

tion  of  parliament,  was  the  abo-  their  residence  in  the  colonies, 

lition  of  slavery  in  the  colonies.  Many    of  them  had   inherited 

To  this  measure  the  government  their  plantations  with  the  slaves, 

was  virtualy  pledged  by  the  reso-  If  the  labourers  were  made 
lutions  proposed  in  the  house  of  free,  it  was  said  that  not  only 

commons  by  Mr.  Canning,  in  would  the  value  of  tho  slave  be 

1823.    One  of  these  resolutions  taken  from  the  owner,  but  the 

recognised  the    expediency  of  value   of  the    plantation   itself 

emancipation  as  soon  as   com-  would  be  diminished, 

patible   with  the  safety  of  the  The  planters  would  be  ruined, 

owners.      Nothing    had     been  and  if  the  insubordination  and- 

done  by  the  government  to  caA*y  confusion  which  was  apprehend- 

this  revolution  into  effect,  but  cd,  from  loosening  the  Otters  of 

-the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  aboli-  the   slave    should   occur,    they 
26 
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woalid  be  exiled  frotri  their  na- 
tive shores,  as  dependents  upon 
"the  charity  of  strangers. 
^  If,  therefore,  emancipation 
must  take  the  place,  (and  this 
Wais  generally  conceded,)  it  ought 
only  to  be  efiected  upon  condi- 
tion of  full  compensation  to  the 
owner,  and  it  was  generally  sup- 
posed that  the  claims  for  remu- 
neration w6'uld  be  too  extrava- 
gant for  even  the  munificence  of 
the  British  government  Difier- 
ent  opinions,  too,* were  entertain- 
ed on  this  point. 

Some  of  the  abolitionists  de- 
nied any  right  to  compen3ation, 
and  others,  who  admitted  the 
right,  differed  widely  as  to  the 
amount  The  question  was, 
therefore,  full  of  difficulties,  after 
disposing  of  the  preliminary 
question.  Which  was  now  no 
longer  doubtful.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  ministers  de- 
termined to  act  cautiously,  but 
at  the  same  time  to  fulfil  the 
expectations  of  the  nation. 

Their  plan  was  brought  for- 
ward on  the  14th  May,  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  in  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, which  were  afterwards 
formed,  with  some  amendments, 
into  a  law. 

The  most  important  effect  of 
•  the  new  law,  will  be  the  entire 
<sessation  of  the  further  increase 
of  slavery.    All  children  bom 
after  the  passing  of  the  act,  or 
-who,  at  the  time  of  its  passing, 
shall  be  under  the  age  of  six 
years,  are  to  be  free,  provided 
their  respective    parents    shall 
take  upon  themselves  the  charge 
-of  their   maintenance.     Those 
children    whose    parents     de- 
cline maintaining  them,  are  to 
be    bound    apprentices  to  the 


master  of  the  parents,  and  to 
work  for  him  without  wages,-^ 
the  males,  till  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  and  the  females  till  that  of 
twenty,  at  which  periods  they 
are  to  be  absolutely  free. 

With  regard  to  the  grown-up 
negroes,  it  is  proposed  that  they 
shall  all  become  free  within  six 
years,  in  the  case  of  agricultural, 
and  four  years  in  the  case  of  do- 
mestic slaves,  after  the  passing 
of  the  act  Only  those  who  pre- 
fer being  slaves,  remain  such 
after  the  expiration  of  that 
period. 

Meanwhile,  the  condition  of 
the  slave  is  to  be  immediately 
altered,  in  various  import- 
ant respects.  Every  slave  who 
chooses,  is  to  be  at  liberty  to 
claim  to  be  registered  as  an  ap- 
prenticed labourer  to  his  master ; 
and  the  effect  of  this  change,  in  the 
relation  between  the  two,  will  be 
at  once  to  destroy  and  put  an 
end  to  many  of  the  most  degra- 
ding distinctions  by  which  the 
lot  of  the  former  is  marked, — ex- 
cept in  respect  to  the  compulsion 
which  he  will  still  be  unaer,  to 
wcH'k  for  his  master  during  a 
certain  part  of  his  time,  he  will 
immediately  enter  into  the  enjoy- 
ments of  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  a  freeman.  The  pow- 
er of  inflicting  upon  him  corporal 
punishment  will  be  tdken  out  of 
the  hands  of  his  master,  and  bt 
transferred  to  the  magistrate. 
Finally,  instead  of  working  for 
ten  hours  of  the  day,  or  more,  he 
will  be  obliged,  under  his  con- 
tract of  aprenticeship,  to  work 
only  three  fourths  of  that  time. 
And  for  this  amount  of  labour, 
he  may,  at  lus  own  option,  be 
either  paid,  as  at  present,  by 
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being  lodged,  clothed,  and  fed,  and  slavei.  It  was  first  eontemf 
or  by  receiving  a  sum  in  money,  plated  to  obtain  repayment  o. 
weekly,  to  be  fixed  by  a  magis-  this  sum  by  a  hall-yearly  tax 
trate,  with  reference  to  the  upon  the  negro's  wages  for  that 
actual  cost  of  the  legal  provision,  purpose,  to  be  deducted  fropn 
During  the  remaining  fourth  nis  earnings.  This  part  of  the 
of  his  time,  he  is  to  be  permitted  plan,  however,  was  abandoned, 
to  work  for  wages,  either  with  and  in  its  stead  an  additional 
his  master,  frpm  whom  he  shall  duty  was  proposed  on  sugar. 
be  entitled  to  claim  employment.  This  duty  was  not  imposed,  and 
or  elsewhere,  if  he  pleases,  the  £20,000,000  may  be  fairly 
Should  he  remain  in  the  service  considered  as  a  gift  by  the  British 
of  his  master,  he  will  receive  nation  towards  the  cause  of 
wages  at  the  following  rates : —  emancipation. 
The  master  will  fix  a  price  upon  For  this  sum  the  slave  popu- 
him  at  the  time  of  his  apprentice-  lation  of  the  British  West  Indies, 
ship,  and  of  that  he  will  be  bound  consisting  of  800,000  souls,  were 
to  pay  him  a  twelfth  part  every  to  be  freed  from  the  arbitrary 
year  as  his  wages.  By  this  control  of  their  masters,  and 
scheme  it  is  made  equally  the  placed  under  the  jsuperintend- 
interest  of  the  master  not  to  fix  ence  of  the  law. 
that  price  either  too  high  or  too  Such  are  the  outlines  of  the 
low.  If  he  should  fix  it  too  high,  proposed  plan.  It  may  be  con- 
he  will  have  to  pay  the  negro  a  sidered  as  a  scheme  for  the  equi- 
correspondinglv  high  rate  of  table  distribution,  among  the  dif- 
wages ;  if,  on  the  omer  hand,  he  ferent  parties  concerned,  of  the 
should  name  too  small  a  sum,  h^  burthen  to  be  borne  in  effecting 
will  run  the  risk  of  being  obliged  thegreat  object  contemplated, 
altogether  to  forego  the  benefit  These  parties  are  three  in 
of  the  negro's  labour  for  that  in-  number, — the  public,  the  plant- 
adequate  componjMition,  it  being  ers,  and  the  slaves.  They  all 
provided  that  the  latter,  on  pay-  receive  a  certain  share  pf  the 
ing,  at  any  time,  the  price  fixed  benefit,  and  are  each  called 
upon  him,  or  such  portion  of  it  upon  to  pay  something  for  what 
as  may  remain  due,  shall  be-  they  receive.  The  public  is  to 
come  absolutely  firee.  The  negro  be  gratified  by  the  accomplish* 
may  obtain  the  money  for  this  ment  of  its  strongly  expressed 

Eurpose,  by  borrowing  it,  and  desire  for  the  abolition  of  slave- 
inding  himself,  for  such  period  ry ;  and  for  that  it  is  to  pay 
as  may  be  agreed  upon,  as  an  i&20,000,p00  sterling,  in  money, 
apprenticed  labourer  to  the  The  various  advantages  which 
lender.  are  to  accrue  to  the  Save,  have 
In  order  to  compensate  the  just  been  enumerated ;  but  he  is 
master,  £20,000,000  sterling  to  purchase  the  immediate  liber- 
is  to  be  ffranted  to  the  proprie-  ty  of  his  children,  and  his  own 
(tors  of  tne  West  Indian  estates  eventual  emancipation^  by  being 
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subjected  to  compulsory  labour   end  in  the  British    empire   in 
for  a  certain  period.    The  plant-    1840. 

er  is  to  be  deprived  of  various  How  this  sudden  emancipa- 
things  in  which  he  has  hither-  tion  of  a  large  class  of  the  popu- 
to  had  a  legal  right  of  pro-  lation  of  the  colonies  is  to  suc- 
pcrty — of  the  labour  of  his  slave  ceed,  and  what  effect  it  may 
for  one  fourth  part  of  every  day  ;  produce  upon  the  tranquillity 
of  the  labour  of  the  same  slave  and  prosperity  of  the  islands,  are 
for  the  whole  day,  after  a  period  questions  of  the  deepest  impor- 
of  twelve  years — and  of  all  the  tance  which  time  alone  can 
profit  which  he  might  have  made  decide.  The  islands  were  ex- 
of  the  negroes  born  within  the  ceedingly  dissatisfied  with  the 
last  six  years,  or  to  be  born  in  proposed  plan,  and  inmost  of  the 
future  on  his  estate.  The  advan-  colonial  legislatures,  they  pro- 
tages  by  which  it  is  proposed  tested  against  the  measure,  as 
that  he  shall  be  compensated  for  unjust  and  impolitic  in  the  high- 
,  these  sacrifices,  consist  in  his  de-  est  degree.  The  planters,  how- 
liverance  from  the  obloquy  and  ever,  soon  became  convinced 
insecurity  to  which  he  is  at  pre-  that  it  would  be  madness  to  re- 
sent exposed,  and  the  increased  sist  the  demands  of  the  British 
value  which  his  property  may  nation,  and  instead  of  carrying 
acquire  after  the  establishment  of  out  their  threats  of  declaring 
the  new  system.  themselves  independent ;   or  of 

This  plan  was  opposed  by  « uniting  themselves  to  some 
various  interests.  Mr-  0*Con-  state  who  will  cherish  and  pro- 
nell  moved  an  amendment  re-  tect  and  not  insult  and  plunder 
cognising  the  right  of  the  slave  them,"  they  turned  their  atten- 
to  compensation  for  his  whole  tion  towards  appropriating  the 
labour,  but  this  was  negativecf,  greatest  share  of  the  compensa- 
324  to  42.     Mr.  Rigby  Watson,    tion. 

sought  to  deprive  the  masters  of  A  very  material  change  was 
all  compensation,  but  this  was  also  made  at  this  session,  in 
rejected,  383  nays,  and  21  the  policy  of  the  government  in 
ayes.  its  management  of  the  East  India 

The  plan  was  finally  sanction-  empire, 
ed,  286  to  77,  on  the  11th  of  'ihat  part  of  the  British  em- 
June,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  pire  had  been  hitherto  governed, 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  bill  with  some  modifications,  upon 
after  incorporating  an  amend-  the  plan  prepared  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
ment  moved  by  Dr.  Lushington,  in  1784,  and  set  forth  in  his  cele- 
making  free  all  slaves  who  were  brated  India  bill, 
brought  into  the  united  kingdom.  According  to  that  plan,  the 
became  a  law  the  latter  end  of  home  government  of  India  was 
August,  and  the  time  for  com-  composed  of  a  court  of  proprie- 
mencing  its  operation  was  fixed  tors,  who  elected  the  directors, 
for  the  1st  of  August,  1834 ;  so  made  dividends,  and  sanctioned 
that  negro  slavery  will  be  at  an    all    money    grants    beyond  six 
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hundred  pounds,  and  all  parlia-  cised.    Natives   were  excluded 
mentary   proceedings    anecting  from  all  but  subordinate  stations 
the  company.     They  could  not,  in    every    department    of    the 
however,  interfere  with  the  court  'government,  and  great  jealousy 
of  directors,  when  supported  by  was     also   manifested    by   the 
the  board  of  control.     The  court  direction  in    regard    to  Euro- 
of  directors  nominated  the  go-  peans  coming  into  its  territories, 
vernors  of  the  presidencies,  and  Trade  with  3iis  fertile  part  of 
recalled  them  or  any  other  ser-  the  world  was   confined  to  the 
vant  of  the  company.   They  also  vessels  and  servants  of  the  corn- 
conducted  the  commercial  busi-  pany,  and   even    the   trade   to 
nessofthecompany,and  under  the  China     was     included    in    the 
supervision  ef  the  board  of  con-  monopoly.       The    revenues   of 
trol,  directed  the  political  govern-  India    were    appropriated     to 
ment  of  India.  .  swell  their  dividends  ;  but  with 
The     executive    government  all  this  power  and  all  its  exclu- 
abroad  was  administered  at  Ben-  sive     privileges,   the    company 
gal,  Madras  and  Bombay,   the  was  constantly  embarrassea  and 
three    presidencies.     The    go-  in  need  of  the  aid  of  government.  • 
vernor  general  resided  at  Bengal,        Much  hostility  existed  in   the 
and,  aided  by  three  councillors,  public  mind  against  the  corn- 
directed    the  government,  both  pany,  and  as  the  termination  of 
legislative  and  executive,  of  that  the  charter  approached,  efforts 
presidency  ;   as  the  other  go-  were  made  to  prevent  a  renewal 
vernors  did  in  their  respective  of  a  monopoly,  which  was  in- 
presidencies.  He  had,  moreover,  jurious   to  the  true  interests  of 
a   controlling  power    over   the  all  portions  of  the  empire,  or  at 

fovemors  at  Madras  and  Bom-  all  events  to  modify  it,  so  as  to 

ay.  render  it  more  conformable  to 

There  were  two  systems  the  interests  of  the  nation, 
of  judicature,  concurrent  and  Some  negotiation  had  taken 
sometimes  conflicting;  the  courts  place  at  an  early  period  of  the 
under  the  company  and  those  session,  between  the  company 
under  the  king,  the  latter  exer-  and  the  government,  and  on  the 
eising  jurisdiction  over  Euro-  ISthof  June,  Mr.  Charles  Grant 
peans  and  residents  near  the  brought  the  subject  before  the 
presidencies.  In  the  company's  house  of  commons.  According 
courts  there  is  no  trial  by  jury,  to  the  plan  of  the  ministers,' the 
There  are  three  grades  of  Euro-  Chinese  trade  is  to  be  thrown 
pean  and  two  of  native  judges.  open,  the  charter  is  to  be  renew- 
There  was  also  a  power  ex-  ed  for  twenty  years,  from  April 
ercised  by  the  authorities  in  30th,  1634,  and  the  company  is 
India, — that  of  ordering  any  per-  to  transfer  to  the  crown  all  its 
son  to  leave  the  country  without  privileges,  and  property,  in  the 
trial,  which  rendered  the  £;ovem-  territory  of  India.  Its  commer- 
ment  entirely  arbitrary,  although  cial  privileges,  are  to  be  in  a  state 
this   power    was    rarely  exer-  of  abeyance  for  a  certain  fixed 
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period.  The  proprietors  are  to 
make  overall  their  property  in' 
this  country  and  in  India  to  the 
government;  and  in  lieu  of  all 
this,  they  are  to  receive  an  an- 
nuity of  a  given  amount,  which 
annuity  is  to  be  charged  upon 
the  territory  of  India.  It  is  cal- 
culated that  the  resources  of 
India  will  be  sufficient  to  supply 
this  annuity,  which  it  is  proposed 
should  be  630,000/.  a  year,  being 
the  amount  of  the  dividends 
which  the  proprietors  receive ; 
and  it  is  further  proposed  that 
this  sfiould  be  redeemable  at  the 
rate  of  100/.  for  every  5/.  5s.  of 
annuity.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
guaranty  fund  shall  amount  to 
2,000,a00L  for  securing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annuity,  as  well  as  for 
paying  off  finally  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company;  and  that 
thh  annuity  in  question  shall  be 
paid  for  a  term  of  forty  years, 
at  the  close  of  which  period  it 
shall  be  at  the  option  of  parlia- 
ment, giving  three  years'  notice, 
to  redeem  it  at  the  rate  of  100^ 
for  every  6/.  5*.  of  annuity.  The 
East  India  company  is  to  retain 
the  political  admmistration  of 
India  for  a  period  of  twenty 
^ears,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
It  may,  if  deprived  of  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  demand  the  pay- 
ment of  their  capital ;  but  if  at 
that  period  it  does  not  demand 
it,  then  the  payment  of  the  an- 
nuity, is  to  be  continued  for  a;term 
of  forty  years.  The  principal 
changes  made  in  the  ftame  of 
the  internal  government  of  the 
'Country  consist  in  the  instituticm 
x)f  a  fourth  presidency  for  the 
upper  western  provinces,  and  in 


the  conferring  upon  the  go¥«'* 
nor-general  a  more  efficient  con- 
trol over  the  subordinate  govern- 
ments. Slavery  is  to  be  mitiga- 
ted, and  to  be  abolished  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  no  native,  nor 
natmral  bom  subject  of  the 
crown,  resident  in  India,  shall 
by  reason  of  colour,  rehgion,  de- 
scent or  place  of  birth,  be  disa- 
bled from  holding  any  place  or 
employment  under  the  company. 

Uentain  ^restraints  were  also 
placed  upon  the  power  of  the 
company^s  officers,  and  a  con- 
trol over  them  vested  in  the 
crown.  This  new  plan  for  the 
government  of  India,  after  having 
been  sanctioned  by  parliament, 
without  a  division,  in  the  shape 
of  resolutions,  was  again  present- 
ed in  bills,  which  after  some 
discussion  became  laws,  and  ma- 
terially modified  the  govern- 
ment of  this  important  portion 
of  the  British  empire. 

The  commercial  restrictions 
which  had  been  so  much  com- 
plained of,  were  relaxed,  and 
salutary  restraints  were  placed 
upon  the  power  of  the  company, 
so  as  materially  to  benefit  the 
inhabitants  of  India,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  European  residents 
from  vexatious  and  oppressive 
regulations. 

The  question  as  to  the  renew- 
al of  the  other  great  monopoly, 
the  bank  of  England,  first  char- 
tered in  1694,  came  before  par- 
hament  at  the  same  session. 

After  some  negotiation  with 
the  directors,  lord  Althorp,  on 
the  31st  of  May,  submitted  the 
mmisterial  plan  for  the  renewal 
of  the  char«9r  in  eight  resolu; 
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tons.  The  real  question  had  which  such  notes  may  be  issued  ; 
been,  however,  previously  deci-  that  is  for  any  sum  not  under  6/. 
ded  upon  a  resolution  introdu-  But  the  notes  must  not  be  re- 
ced  by  Mr^  Attwood,  on  the  issued  in  London,  or  within  the 
22nd  of  April,  proposing  ah  in-  circle  of  sixty-five  miles, 
quirv  into  the  monetary  s  vstem  There  was,  however,  another . 
of  Efngland.  To  this  resolution,  supposed  privilege  of  the  Bank, 
lord  Althorp  proposed  an  amend-  which  is  declared  in  the  present 
ment,  declaring  that  any  al-  bill  to  be  one  which  it  neither 
teration  in  the  system  which  shall  possess  for  the  future,  nor 
should  alter  the  standard^of  ever  did'  possess.  It  was  gen- 
value,  would  be  inexpedient^  and  erally  unoerstood  that  no  bank- 
dangerous.  After  some  discus-  ing  company,  having  more  than 
sion,  the  house  divided,  139  in  six  partners,  except  the  bank  of 
favour  of  the  motion,  and  331  England,  could  do  business  in 
acainst  it.  The  house  then  London,  or  within  sixty-five 
adopted  the  amendment,  304  to  miles  of  it,  even  as  a  bank  of 
49.  deposit     The  law  advisers  of 

This  vote  really  decided  the   the  crown,  however,  after  con- 

auestion  as  to  the  recharter  of  siderin^  the  point,  came  to  the 
le  bank,  and  although  the  reso-  conclusion,  that  this  common  no- 
lutions  occasioned  some  discus-  tion  was  quite  unfounded.  A 
sion,  yet  they  were  carried  by  clause  was  accordingly  intro- 
large  majorities,  and  a  bill  re-  duced  into  the  bill,  and  passed 
chartering  the  bank  was  ac-  as  part  of  it,  expressly  authoriz- 
cordinglv  introduced,  and  be-  ing  the  establishment  of  banks 
came  a  law.  By  this  law  the  of  deposit,  with  any  number  of 
bank  was  to  enjoy  the  exclusive  partners,  in  the  metropolis  and 
privilege  of  issuii^  notes  paya-  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  in  any 
ole  in  London,  or  withii^  65  other  part  of  the  kingdom, 
miles  thereof.  Such    being    the    privileges 

The  only  one  of  the  exclusive  which  the  bank  is  to  enjoy,  the 
privileges  of  the  bank,  of  which  following  are  the  other  stipula- 
it  was  proposed  to  deprive  it,  tions  of  the  new  agreement* 
was  that  Dv  which  countiy  banks  The  sum  formerly  paid  to  the 
were  prohibited  from  drawing  bank  for  the  management  of  the 
bills  on  London  for  any  sum  public  debt  is  above  250,OOo£  a 
less  than  60/.  No  opposition  year,  of  which  180,000/1  is  ad- 
was  made  to  the  removal  of  this  mitted  to  be  profit  But  here- 
restriction;  and  accordingly  it  after  the  bank  is  to  receive 
is  now  provided,  that  banks  be-  only  120,000/.  The  debt,  also, 
yond  the  limit  of  sixty-five  miles  due  by  government  to  the 
may  make  and  issue  bills  and  bank  being  about  14,500,000/., 
notes,  payable  on  demand  or  on  which  is  paid  interest  at  the 
otherwisoi  by  an  afient  or  agents  rate  of  three  per  cent.,  one  fourth 
in  London,  as  well  as  at  any  part  of  that  sum  is  to  be  repaid, 
-other  place,  for  any   sum   for   The  repayment  is  to  take  place 
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j             in  Octuber,  ]S34.aiid  the  mooer  factories,  mod  allowing  deposit- 

I             is  to  be  di¥ided  amoog  the  bank  ors  in  saving  banks,  to  purcfaaie 

*             proprietors,  at   the  rate  of  SdiL  goTemment  annuities. 

for  erery  100/1  of  stock  which  By  the  first  of  these,  cfaildreo 
each  may  bold.  Bank  paper  is  under  nine  years  of  age  are  not 
to  be  made  a  legal  temier  tor  all  to  be  employed  in  the  £ictories» 
sums  above  5/.,  except  by  the  those  under  thirteen,  are  to 
bank  itseli'or  its  branches.  This  work  not  more  than  nine  hours, 
regulation  is  to  be  in  force  ^hrom  and  those  under  eighteen  not 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  more  than  twelve  boors  in  the 
1834.  unless  and  until  parliament  day,  and  not  at  all  in  the  night. 
shall  otherwise  dlrecL''  There  By  the  other  act,  parochial 
:  is  to  be  in  tuiure  a  peri«Ddical  societies  are  authorized,  the 
publication  of  the  accounts  of  rectc»*  or  resident  justice  of  the 
the  bank.  A  statement  of  the  peace,  being  one  kA  the  trustees 
amount  of  tiie  assets  belonging  for  receiving  deposits  for  the 
to  the  c*xnpany.  and  also  of  the  purchase  of  goYemment  annui- 
n«^tes  which  they  have  in  circu-  ties.  The  purchaser,  if  he  live 
iation.  is  to  be  transmitted  week-  to  the  time  when  the  annuity  is 
ly  to  the  chanceGor  of  the  ex-  to  commence,  will  be  entitled  to 
cheqoer ;  and  firom  these  weekly  receive  an  annuity  equivalent 
reports^  an  average  state  of  the  to  the  value  of  all  his  payments, 
accotTr.*5  for  the  preceding  three  irith  compound  interest ;  if  he 
months  is  to  be  published  every  be  unable  to  continue  his  yearly 
moDih  in  the  Lor.Jou  Gazette^  instalments,  be  may  have  his 
AU  bi'ls  for  not  more  than  three  mooer  back ;  or  if  he  die  before 
months  are  to  be  eicempted  firom  the  commencement  of  the  an* 
the  operation  of  the  usury  laws^  nuity.  his  &mi]y  can  obtain  re> 
or,  in  other  words,  may  be  payment  of  the  sums  paid, 
drawn  so  as  to  bear  any  rate  of  Besides  these  measures,  whidi 
interest  the  parties  may  agree  looked  direcdy  to  the  improve- 
opoQ.  This  enactment  may  be  ment  of  the  condition  of  the  la- 
expected  greatly  to  fecilitate  aQ  booring  classes,  and  to  the  le- 
mercantile  transacdoos  in  sea-  taxation  oi  the  monopolies  crea- 
soDS  when  money  is  scarce :  and  ted  by  the  tory  party,  during 
it  is,  besides,  val-jable  as  the  its  lone  continuance  in  power; 
first  relaxation  of  a  principle  the  ministry  also  had  contributed 
which  has  been  ti3  now,  visor*  materiallv,  to  reduce  the  taxation 
ousiy  maintained  in  opposition  under  which  the  British  nation 
to  the  clearest  rights  of  coed-  had  so  long  groaned.  The  le- 
merce.  doctioo  was  estimated  at  about 
Some  odier  important  laws  ].Ma,O0O/.,  which  added  to 
were  brought  forward  by  the  1.709.000/.,  repealed  in  1831-3. 
ministry,  reforming  eidstms  a-  would  make  a  total  repeal  of 
iHises :  but  the  most  important  taxes  in  three  years,  of 
enactments,  were  tho^  re^da-  3.254,000/. 
tiui;  the    labour  of  children  in  Notwidistandin;:  this  reduo- 
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wiUf  there  was  still  a  surplus  of  ble  interest,  was  that  which  tdbk 

receipt     over    expenditure     of  place  on  the  15th  of  August,  on 

1,513,0002.     This  would  be  re-  Mr.    Bubkingbam's    motion    a- 

duced  by    the  interest  on   the  ^inst    impressment:      Having 

West  India  compensation  mo-  been  met  by  thfe  ctiahifellor  of 

ney,  so  a^  to  permit  a  repeal  the  exchequer  with  the  previous 

of  the  house  tax  in  1834,  and  the  question,  it  was  only  lost  by  a ' 

landed    interest   ^as   promised  majority  of  59  to  54.     On  the 

further  relief  by  a  commutation  second  of  April,  also,  Mr.  Hume 

bf  tithes  and  a  reform  of  the  poor  very  nearly   carried  a   motion 

laws.  against    flogging  in  the  army. 

Another  subject  of  first  rate  except  for  the  offences  of  mutiny, 
im portance  was  brought  forward  or  of  beiuj?  drunk  when  on  guard, 
during  this  session,  but  with  no  or  of  thett ;  the  nuinberk  were, 
immediate  effect,  in  relation  to  a  140  in  its  favour,  and  151  against 
i^stem  of  national  education.  A  it.  Atf  ordei:  was  some  lime 
resolution,  pledging  the  house  to  .  after  issued  from  the  horse- 
take  up  this  subject  early  in  th^  guards,  prohibiting  this  punish* 
next  session,  was  moved  by  Mr^  ment,  except  for  certain  specified 
Roebuck,  on  the  30lh  of  Judy,  ih  descriptions  of  misconduct. 
&  speech  of  great  ability.  The  Thes^  improvements  in  the 
motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  de-  condition  of  the  kin^dohi,  and 
bate,  and  was  eventually  with-  striking  reforms  in  tne  public 
drawn,  members  in  general  policy  and;  legislation,  coMribu- 
appearing  to  feel  that  it  would  be  ted  to  restore  qtiet  and  tranquil- 
better  to  defer  entering  upon  lity  to  the  nation.  With  the  ex- 
the  consideration  of  the  question,  ception  of  a  tumult  in  Cold  Bath 
until  it  could  be  brought  forward  FieldlS  on  the  thii'teenth  of  May, 
in  a  more  definite  shape.  A  occasioned  by  an  atten^pt  on  the 
beginning  in  this  work  was  pdrt  of  the  police  td  disperse  a 
made  in  thd  coiirse  of  the  session  public  meeting  of  the  political 
by  the  government,  in  moving  unions,  England  has  i^lcrotifi  en- 
(on  the  16th  of  August)  for  a  joyed  greatel-trtoquillity  than  U 
grant  of  20,000/.  ''  io  be  issued  the  year  1833. 
in  aid  of  private  subscriptions  The  people  were  contented 
for  the  erection  of  school-houses  with  the  government ;  and  the 
for  the  education  of  the  children  reform  of  the  political  abuses 
bf  the  poorer  classes."  t)f     which    they     complained. 

One  of  the  debates  of  the  seemed  to  be  carried  on  with 

fession  which  excited  considera-  vigour,  temrpered  with  pruden'c^f 

a? 


CHAPTER  X. 


CONTINENTAL    EVROPE. 


^^^  _  •  

Fb£ncb. — Policy  of  Louis  Philljppe. — Return  of  French  Army 
from  Belgium, — Meeting  of  Chambers  in  1833. — Duchess  ^ 
Berri. — Prorogation  of  Chambers. — Second  Session  of  Chan^ 
bers. — Common  School  System, — American  Indemnity, 

PoRTuoAli. — Parties  in  Peninsula, — Siege  of  Oporto, — Algarves 
invaded.  Don  MiguePs  Fleet  captured, — Lisbon  taken, — 
Donna  Mfaria  proclaimed, — Measures  of  Don  Pedro, 

Spain. — Salic  Law  abolished. — Disatisf action  of  Don  Carlos,-^ 
Illness  of  Ferdinand, — Salic  Law  re-established, — Again  dbo* 
lished, — Death  of  Ferdinand, — Donna  Maria  Isabella  pro- 
claimed,— Rebellious  movements  of  Carlists, — Liberal  Policy  of 
Regency, 

Turkey. — War  between  th^  Pashas  of  Egypt  and  Syria, — Capture 
of  Acre, — Rebellion  of  Pasha  ofJtjgypt, — War  between  him  and 
th&  Porte, — Defeat  of  Grand  Vizier, — Interference  of  Russia, — 
Peace  and  Annexation  of  Syria  and  Palestine  to  Egypt, — 
Treaty  of  Constantinople,* 

Greece. — AiTival  of  Otho, — Greek  Ministry, — Courts  of  Justice 
established, — Departure  of  French  Troops, — Greek  Church 
dJeclared  independent, — State  of  Commerce. — Conspiracy 
suppressed. 


FRANCE. 


Since  the  death  of  Casimir 
Purler,  in  1832,  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  Louis  Phillippe  has  been 
essentially  that  which  was  laid 
down  by  this  wise  and  energetic 
minister.  Its  principle  is  avoid- 
ance of  extremes.  While  the 
bigoted   royalists    have     been 


striving  to  restore  the  ancient 
regime,  and  the  republi- 
cans have  been  equally  earnest 
to  carry  out  the  principle  of  the 
revolution  of  July — the  govern- 
ment has  been  acting  upon  what 
is  called  the  juste  milieu,  and 
has,  with  great  success,  prevent- 
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<ed  the  vessel  of  state  from  being  -November,  and  the  nominee .  of 

driven  too  widely  from  her  true  the  ministers,  M.  Dupin,  elected 

course.  president,  of  the  deputies,  over 

In  spite  of  the  union  of  the  his  competitor  Lafitte,  by  a  ma- 

Carlists  and  the>  Republicans,  the  jority  of  234  to  136. 
government   has  maintained  its        The  only  extreme  which  the 

power — and  if  any  conclusion  chamber  now  contained  was  the 

can  be  drawn  from  the  late  his-  extreme  left    Of  this  the  above 

tory  of  France,  it  is  that  neither  minority  was  composed.     The 

of  the    extreme    parties    have  monarchical  party,   which    had 

much  strength  in  tnat  country,  formerly  constituted  the  extreme 

The  partisans  of  both  royal-  right,  was  all  but  annihilated  in 
ism  and  republicanism  have  been  this  branch  of  the  legislature, 
active  and  unscrupulous, — they  M.  Berryer  was  almost  its  only 
have  shown  both  talent  and  representative.  'J'he  centre^ 
ardour,  and  yet  all  their  attempts,  however,  still  continued  to  be 
from  the  hide-and-go-seek  war-  divided  into  two  sections — ^the 
fare  of  the  Duchess  of  Berri,  in  right  and  the  left  centre,  the  for- 
La  Vendee,  to  the  popular  out-  mer  of  which,  alone  properly 
breakings  in  Lyons  and  Paris,  constituted  the  party  of  the  mi- 
have  only  resulted  in  imparting  nisters,  although  they  generally 
new  strength  to  the  government,  also  received  the  support  of  tlw 

In  Paris,  the  national  guards,  latter,  whose  chief  was  M.  Du- 

composed  of  the  middle  classes,  pin.  In  this  new  state  of  things, 

turned  out  with   spirit    in  de-  a  new  nomenclature  of  parties 

fence  of  the  government,  and  did  came  to  be  adopted ;    and   the 

not  retire  from  the  contest  with  Dupinists    were  designated  as 

.  the  armed  insurgents,  until  they  the   tiers  parti,  or  third  party, 

had  driven  them  from  the  streets  the  other  two  bein^  the  regular 

to  their  hiding    places  in  the  ministerialists,  and  the  regular 

suburbs.  opposition. 

The  year  1833  began  in  tran-  The  tiers  parti,  from  its  posi- 
quillity  at  home  and  abroad.  The  tion,  necessarily  possessed  great 
troops  that  had  aided  in  restor-  power,  the  vote,  m  fact»  depend- 
ing peace  to  Belgium,  having  ing  entirely  upon  which  of  the 
compelled  the  citadel  at  Ant-  other  two  parties  it  chose  to  join, 
werp  to  surrender,  returned  by  It  generally  sided  with  the  mi- 
easy  marches  to  France,  and  nistry ;  but  on  one  occasion^  in 
were  met  by  the  King  at  Mens,  the  beginning  of  March,  it  gave 
where  he  rewarded  the  deserv-  a  remarkable  demonstration  of 
ing  with  the  cross  of  the  legion  its  importance  as  one  of  the 
of  honour,  and  congratulated  regulating  forces  of  the  political 
the  army  upon  its  success.  machine.       Having     suddenly 

The   king   returned  to^  Paris  thrown  its  weight  on  a  particu- 

the  19th  of  January.  The  cham-  lar  vote  into  the  scale  of  the  op- 

bers  were  then  in  session,  hav-  position,  it  very  nearly  overset 

ing  been  re-opened  the  1 9th  of  the  government,  and  might  have 
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done  aa  eotirely,  if  it  had  chosen  no  longer  dangerous  as  a  poIItK 
to  abide  by  its  new  alliance.  But  cal  incendiary, 
although  strong  enough  to  break  Meanwhile,  on  the  25th  of 
up  the  existing  cabinet,  M.  Du-  April,  the  session  of  the  legisla-: 
pm  and  his  friends  well  knew,  live  chambers  had  been  brought 
that  they  could  not  form  another  to  a  close  by  a  prorogation,  by 
that  would  stand,  composed  of  which,  however,  they  were  ap- 
members  of  their  own  body.  pointed  to  meet  again,  to  com- 
On  the  22d  of  February,  the  mence  a  new  fiiession  the  next 
Duchess  de  Berri,  who  had  been  day.  The  object  of  this  proceed- 
figuring  the  preceding  year  as  a  ing  was  to  enable  the  budget 
political  incendiary,  put  an  end  to  for  each  year  to  be  voted  in 
the  apprehensions  of  the  govern-  future  during  the  current 
ment,  and  the  hopes  of  her  parti-  year,  or  rather  as  near  its  com- 
sans  as  to  any  disturbances,  mencement  as  possible,  instead 
through  her  agency,  by  a  declai<a-  of,  as  heretofore,  not  till  after  its 
tion,tnaf  pressed  by  circunM tan-  close.  The  supplies  for  1832, 
ces,**  shefeltbound  to  declare  that  ibr  instance,  had  not  been  voted 
she  had  been  secretly  married  du-  till  the  spring  of  1833,  after  the 
ring  her  sojourn  in  Italy.  This  expenses  they  were  to  meet  had 
oonfestion  was  soon  followed,  all  been  actually  incurred;  and 
May  10,  by  the  birth  of  a  daugh-  what  ready  money  the  govern- 
ter,  who  was  declared  to  be  the  ment  required,  ha cf  been  granted 
child  cf  count  Hector  Luchesi  in  the  mean  time  by  what  were 
Pelli,  a  person  in  the  service  of  called  douxihneB  provisoires^  or 
her  brother,  the  king  of  Naples,  votes  of  provisional  credit.  The 
This  unfortunate  termination  of  chamber,  however,  was  pro- 
ber romantic  attempt  to  emu-  hibited  by  law  from  voting  more 
late  the  adventures  of  the  cele-  than  one  budget  in  the  same  ses- 
hrated  chevalier  Charles  Ed-  sion ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
ward,  threw  no  small  ridicule  commencing  a  new  session  be- 
upon  the  cause  of  the  Carlists.  fore  the  budget  of  1833  could  be 
They  affected  to  disbelieve  the  presented, 
whole  story,  but  the  voice  of  A  bill  was  brought  forward  at 
truth  and  ridicule  was  too  strong  this  session,  (April  6,)  for  the 
for  their  loyal  scepticism,  and  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  indem- 
they  were  fain  to  compromise  by  nity  between  the  United  States 
OFciding  all  allusion  to  her  name,  and  France,  Its  passage,  how- 
The  part  she  had  acted,  although  ever,  wa^  not  urged  upon  the 
destructive  to  her  cause,  still  chambers,  and  after  the  minis- 
brought  her  the  personal  advan-  ter  of  finance  had  explained  the 
tage  of  a  restoration  to  freedom,  grounds  of  the  treaty,  the  bill 
About  a  month  after  her  con-  was  suffered  to  remain  on  the 
finement,  the  royal  wanton  was  table  until  the  end  of  the  sess-. 
released  from  her   prison,  and  ion. 

was  transported  with  her  daugh-  The    second    session     com- 

tv  to  Palermo,  being  considered  menced  the  26th  of  April,  and 
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^DoDtinued  till  the  26th  of  June,  to  have  small  salaries,  paid  by 
At  this  session  an  act  was  pass-  the  parish  or  department ;  but 
jed,  by  which  a  system  of  nation-  are  to  derive  the  chief  part  of 
al  education  was  established  their  emoluments  from  fees, 
throughout  France.  This  mea-  Each  parish  school  is  to  be 
sure  had  been  introduced  on  the  under  the  immediate  manage- 
2nd  of  January,  by  M.  Goizot,  ment  of  a  communal  committee, 
in  a  speech  of  remarkable  ability,  of  which  the  cur^  of  the  parish  is 
and  abounding  with  profound  to  be  ex  officio  a  member,  and 
and  enlightened  views.  The  which  is  also  to  contain  one  mi- 
law  estsLolishes  three  descrip-  nister  of  each  of  the  other  reli- 
tions  of  schools  ;  elementary  gious  persuasions  that  may  exist 
schools,  of  which  every  com-  in  the  commune.  The  whole 
mune  or  parish  is  bound  to  main-  system  is  placed  under  the  di- 
tain  one,  except  when  two  or  rection  of  the  member  of  the 
more  small  communes  join  to  cabinet  known  in  France  as  the 
maintain  the  same  school ;  mid-  minister  of  public  instruction, 
die  schools,  for  the  higher  The  plan  is  borrowed  from  that 
branches  of  education,  of  which  which  has  been  for  some  years 
there  is  to  be  one  in  every  de-  in  operation  in  Prussia,  to  which 
partmental  town,  and  in  every  country  M.  Cousin  was  some 
parish  having  more  than  6000  time  ago  sent  by  the  govem- 
mhabitants;  and  normal  schools,  ment  to  examine  and  report  on 
for  the  training  of  teachers,  of  it. 

which  there  is  also  to  be  one  foF  The  indemnity  bill  was  again 

each  department.  Theelementa-  neglected,  and  although  Gene- 


ry  education,  which  is  to  be  given 
to  every  person  bern  in  the 
country,  is  to  consist  of  reading, 
writing,  French  grammar,  and 
arithmetic,  together  with  moral 
and  religious  mstruction.  The 
masters  in  all  these  schools  are 


ral  Lafayette  urged  upon  the 
chambers  the  necessity  of  dispo- 
sing of  this  irritating  subject,  the 
session  was  suffered  to  expire 
without  making  any  appropria- 
tion to  comply  with  the  express, 
provisions  of  the  treaty. 


PORTUGAL. 


Europe  now  seems  to  be  divi- 
ded into  two  portions,  occupied 
by  distinct  parties,  which  are 
actuated  by  antagonist  princi- 
ples: 

The  northern  powers,  con- 
trolled by  th^  policy  of  Russia, 
Austria,  and  Prussia,  on  the 
principle  of  arbitrary  power ; 
and  the  southern  powers,  influen- 
oed  bv  the  views  of  England, 
,and  France,  on  the  principal  of 


constitutional  government.  Not 
that  the  lines  of  demarcation  are 
clearly  drawn,  or  that  these  par- 
ties are  strictly  confined  to  their 
respective  districts.  On  the 
contrary,  the  liberals  are  ma- 
king much  progress  in  Germany, 
and  even  in  Poland  they  chafe 
under  a  galling  chain ;  while  in 
the  peninsula  a  severe,  and  not 
unequal  contest,  is  raging  be^ 
tween  the  adherents  of  an  abso- 
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lute  government,  and  the  friends  British  naval  officer  of  the  naval 

of  constitutional  monarchy.  forces.     It  was  now  determined 

The  commencement  of  the  to  act  upon  the  oflensive.  On 
year  1833,  found  the  rival  broth-  the  21st  of  June,  accordingly^ 
ers,  Don  Pedro  and  Don  Miguel,  admiral  Napier  took  on  board 
engagedin  an  arduous  contest  for  his  ships  at  Oporto  a  force  of 
the  throneofPortugal:  Don  Pedro  3,500  men,  under  the  command 
contending  for  the  right  of  his  of  the  brave  count  Villa  Flor  and 
daughter,  Donna  Maria,  the  the  marquis  of  Palmella.  On 
legitimate  representative,  aided  the  24th  the  expedition  appear- 
by  EngUsh  treasure,  and  volun-  ed  before  Villa  Real,  in  the  Al* 
teers  from  France  and  England ;  garves,  where  a  garrison  of  1200 
and 'Don  Miguel  maintaining  his  Miguelites  were  presently  dis- 
right  as  possessor  of  the  crown,  lodged  by  the  fire  from  the  ships, 
with  the  consent,  and  ardent  The  Pedroite  troops  v^ere  then 
support  of  all  the  Catholic  sub-  landed,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
jects  of  Portugal.  By  the  su-  day  were  joined  by  800  Portu- 
periority  of  his  force,  Don  Mi-  guese,  who  declared  for  Donna 
guel  was  enabled  to  drive  his  Maria.  As  soon  as  these  suc- 
brother  and  his  army  within  the  cesses  were  known  in  the  interior, 
town  of  Oporto,  where  he  was  all  the  adjacent  towns  sent  depu- 
besieged  from  the  early  part  of  tations  to  proclaim  their  adhesion 
the  summer,  until  the  beginning  to  the  young  queen.  The  troops 
of  1833,  when  he  placed  gene-  ofDonnaMaria  were  then  divided 
ral  Solignac,  a  French  officer  into  two  columns,  and  marched 
of  distinguished  ability,  at  the  through  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
head  of  •*  the  liberating  army,"  the  Algarves,  without  resistance, 
still  closely  shut  up  in  Oporto.  Admiral  Napier  sailed  along  the 

In  April  there    were  about  coast  with  his  squadron,  consist- 

14,000  troops  within  the  walls  of  ing  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  two 

the  town,  beleagured  by  about  frigates,  2  corvettes,  1  brig,  and 

20,000  men  under  the  command  five  steamboats, 

of    marshal    Bourmont.      The  On  the  3d   of  July,  he  fell  in 

seige  was    conducted    without  with  the  fleet  of  Don  Miguel, 

much  vigour,  chiefly  by  means  much  superior  in  force  to    bis 

of  attacks,  which  were  always  own,  consisting  of  two  ships  of 

repelled,    and     bombardments  the  line,  two  frigates,  one  cor- 

without  effect.  vette,   and  three  brigs.     With 

At  length,  Solignac,  who  did  great  gallantry,  he  at  once  de- 

not  agree  with  the  advisers  of  termined'to  attack    them,  and 

Don  Pedro,  resigned,  and  return-  although  the  steam-boats,  which 

ed  to  France,  and  Sartorious  at  were  hired  as  transports,  refu- 

the  same  time,  retired  from  the  sed  to  co-operate,  yet  aided  by  a 

command  of  the  fleet.  favourable  breeze,  he  bore  down 

General  Saldanha  was  then  ap-  on  them,  and  aided  by  his   son, 

pointed  commander  of  the  land.  Captain  Napier,  who  command- 

and  captain  Charles  Napier,  a  ed  a  frigate,  carried  one  of  the 
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leventy-fours  by  boarding.  This  however,  was  not  yet  free  from 

gallant  action   intimidated    the  the  horrors   of  war,  and  scened 

enemy,  and  the  rest  of  the  squad-  of  bloodshed  were  among  the 

ron,  except  the  brigs,  was  easily  first  she  was  to  witness  in  her 

taken.  dominions.    On  the  10th  of  Oc- 

This  victory  was  followed  by  tober,  when  the  Miguelites  had 
the  most  important  consequen-  finished  some  redoubts  before 
ces.  The  army  under  Count  Lisbon,  and  were  on  the  point 
Villa  Flor  moved  upon  Lisbon,  of  planting  some  formidable  bat- 
andaflerdefeatingTelles  Jordao,  teries  against  that  city,  a  sally 
who  sallied  out  to  meet  him,  he  was  made  by  four  strong  col- 
entered  the  capital  without  fur-  ums,  which  drove  them  from 
ther  resistance,  amidst  the  con-  their  positions.  They  rallied 
gratulations  of  the  constitutional  the  next  day ;  but  were  again 
party.  The  prisons  were  open-  repulsed  with  loss.  They  then 
ed,  and  5000  men,  confined  for  retreated  on  Santarem,  follow- 
political  ofifences,  were  releas-  ed  by  the  Pedroites. 
ed.  This  post,  which  is    strongly 

A  national  guard  was  formed,  situated  on  a  lofty  hill,  within 
and  Donna  Maria  proclaimed,  two  days'  march  of  Lisbon,  they 
In  the  mean  time.  Marshal  retained  in  their  possession  at 
Bourmont  was  making  despe-  the  close  of  the  year,  and  no  fur- 
rate  efforts  to  take  Oporto  by  ther  military  movements  of  im- 
atorm.  Having  been  twice  re-  portance  were  made  by  either 
pulsed,  he  raised  the  siege  on  party. 

the  9th  of  August,  and  marched  Don  Pedro,  in  the  mean  time, 
towards  Lisbon,  to  attack  that  acting  as  regent,  proceeded  to 
city.  On  the  6th,  9th,  and  14th  the  confiscation  of^  church  pro- 
of September,  he  made  perseve-  perty,  where  hostility  had  been 
ring  and  spirited  assaults  upon  shown  to  the  cause  of  his  daugh- 
the  capital,  in  one  of  which  they  ter.  A .  court  of  ecclesiastical 
penetrated  to  the  palace  of  Ad-  reform  was  instituted,  composed 
juda.  Finding,  however,  that  entirely  of  churchmen,  which 
Lisbon  could  not  be  taken,  and  decreed  the  abolition  of  two 
that  Don  Pedro's  cause  "yjas  large  monasteries,  awarding  their 
daily  growing  stronger,  he  left  sacramental  plate  to  poor  pa- 
Don  Miguel's  service,  together  rishes;  their  book^,  to  public 
with  the  other  French  officers,  libraries ;  their  furniture  to  the 

The    young    queen.    Donna  use  of  the  government,  and  the 

Maria,   who  with   her  mother,  remainder  of  their  possessions 

the   duchess   of  Braganza,  had  to  be   applied  by  the  govern- 

been  for  some  time   residing  in  ment  to  religious  purposes. 

Paris,  fi-om  whence   they  pro-  The  contest  still  continued  at 

ceeded  together  on  a  short  visit  the  end  of  the  year  1833,  and 

to  the  English  court — arrived  at  we  must  postpone  an  account 

Lisbon  from  Plymouth  on  the  of    its  termination  to  another 

22d  of  September.     That  city,  volume. 
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While  this  fraternal  strife 
was  raging  in  Portugal,  the  ele- 
ments of  a  similar  contest 
between  the  royal  brothers  of 
Spain,  were  gathering  in  the  ad- 
joining kingdom. 

When  Ferdinand  became  the 
father  of  a  daughter,  in  1830,. 
influenced  by  the  natural  desire 
that  his  children  should  succeed 
him,  he  issued  a  decree  abolishing 
the  salic  law,  by  which  females 
were  prohibited  from  ascending 
the  throne.     This  law  was  not^ 

•  as  in  France,  an  ancient  law  of 
royal  succession,  but  was  first 
introduced  into  the  Spanish 
monarchy  by  Philip  V.,  who,  in 
1714,  abrogated  the  law  of 
succession,  which  had  been  until 
then  observed  in  Spain,  and  es- 
tablished that  of  France. 

This  law,  although  an  innova- 
tion, has,  until  the  present  time, 
not  been  called  into  action,  as 
the  regular  succession  has  been 
through  the  male  members  of  the 
royal  family. 

The  decree  of  Philip  V.  has 
by  many  been  deemed  a  funda- 
ipental  law  of  succession,  and  as 
Don  Carlos  had  always  counted 
tliat  the  crown  would  as  a 
matter  of  course  devolve  upon 
him,  he  was  incensed  by  this 
decree  of  his  brother,  and  looked 
about  for  allies  to  enable  him  to 
enforce  his  pretensions  upon  the 
death  of  Ferdinand.  These 
allies  he  very  naturally  found 
among  the    mends    of  heredi- 

-  tary  right,  Und  the  old  abso- 
lute monarchy.  He  in  this 
manner,  as  well  as  from  his 
known  disposition,  became  iden- 
tified with   that    party,    which 


on  its  part  relied  on  him  for 
carrying  out  its  favourite  system 
of  government.  This  party, 
being  thus  secured  in  favour  of 
Don  Carlos,  it  became  incum<» 
bent  on  the  king  to  secure  the 
good  will  of  the  moderates,  and, 
if  possible,  that  of  the  democratSf 
who  might  rally  round  the 
widow  queen  and  the  young 
infanta  Donna  Maria  Isabella^ 
This  was  to  make,  at  once,  any 
contention  that  might  take  place 
not  a  war  of  succession,  but  a 
war  of  political  principle.  To 
forward  his  views  for  the  suc- 
cession of  bis  child,  Ferdinand, 
as  much  as  his  disposition  and 
habits  woiild  permit,  adopted  a 
milder  plan  of  government.  He 
also,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1832,  eight  months  after  the 
birth  of  liis  second  daughter, 
granted  an  amnesty  in  favour  of 
all  individuals  exiled  or  other- 
wise punished  or  pursued  for 
political  ofiences,  excepting  only 
such  individuals  as  had  voted  in . 
cortes  the  entire  subversion  o^ 
the  throne,  or  had  been  at  the 
head  of  armed  bodies  against 
him.  A  few  days  after  this,  be- 
ing obliged,  by  his  infirmities,  to 
renounce  for  a  while  the  cares 
of  government,  he  appointed  the 
young  queen  regent.  A  com- 
plete change  was  instantlv  made 
in  the  ministry,  and  a  still  more 
liberal  course  of  politics  adopted.' 
Meanwhile,  the  party  of  Don 
Carlos  contrived  several  under- 
plots, and  even  procured  firom 
the  king  a  counter  decree,  an- 
nulling that  published  in  1830, 
which  abolished  the  salic  law, 
and  excluded  his  brother  from 
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the  throne.  Ferdinand,  how- 
ever>  having  partially  renewed 
his  health,  on  the  3 1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  put  forth  an  autograph 
declaration,  importing  that  this 
last  decree  in  farour  of  Don 
Carlos,  had  been  extorted  from 
him  during  his  illness ;  that  he 
hereby  annulled  it,  and  confirm- 
ed the  decree  of  1630,  which 
regulated  the  new  order  of  suc- 
cession in  favour  of  his  daughter. 

On  the  fourth  of  January,  1833, 
Ferdinand  resumed  the  reins  of 
government  Her  majesty,  how- 
ever, continued  to  be  associated 
with  the  king  in  the  exercise  of 
sovereign  authority.  A  few 
days  previously  to  Ferdinand's 
re-appearanoe  on  the  theatre  of 
government,.  1500  absolutists 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
get  possession  of  the  city  of 
Toledo.  • 

These  proceedings  induced 
Ferdinand  to  promulgate  two 
documents— -one  ordering  his 
subjects  to  take  a  general  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  elder 
daughter,  and  the  other  summon- 
ing the  cortes  to  meet  on  the 
20th  of  June.  Don  Carlos,  yho 
had  retired  with  his  &mily  into 
Portuffal  in  the  middle  of  March, 

Sublished  on  the  29th  of  April  a 
eclaration,  stating,  that  with 
the  conviction  in  which  he  re- 
mained, that  he  was  the  legi- 
timate successor  to  the  throne 
of  Spain,  in  case  the  kii^  should 
die  without  heirs  male,  neither 
his  conscience  nor  his  honour 
permitted  him  to  take  the  oath 

to  the  young  prin- 


To  this  declaration  Ferdinand, 
on  the  7th  of  May,  replied,  that 
28 


important  political  reasons,  law, 
and  even  the  repose  of  the  infant 
Don  Carlos  himself,  interdicted 
his  return  into  Spain.  He  was, 
therefore,  authorized  to  repair 
with  his  family  to  Rome,  or  any 
part  of  the  Papal  states.  The 
King  also  insisted  that  no  foreign 
power  had  a  right  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  administration  of 
Spain,  or  to  take  any  notice  of  the 
protest  of  Carlos.  Eleven  days 
after  this  reply,  another  protest 
was  made  by  the  reigning  king  bf 
the  two  Sicilies,  against  Ferdi- 
nand's alteration  of  the  order  of 
succession. 

In  spite,  however,  of  protests 
and  declarations,  the  deputies  of 
the  orovinces  and  cities  of  the 
kinffuom  of  Spain,  met  on  the 
20m  of  June,  and  in  the  church  ' 
of  Saint  Jerome,  at  Madrid, 
swore,  with  all  due  formality,  to 
be  iaithful  to  the  Infanta  Donna 
Maria  Isabella  Louisa,  princess 
of  Austrias,  as  lawful  heiress  of 
the  crown. 

About  three  months  after  this, 
Ferdinand  VII.  expired,  con- 
firming by  his  last  will  his  de- 
cree of  1830,  and  appointing 
the  dowager  queen,  regent 
during  the  minority  of  his 
daughter.  Having  assured  her- 
self of  the  fideUty  of  the  troops 
at  Madrid,  the  king's  death  was 
announced,  and  the  young  queen 
and  the  regency  were  proclaim- 
ed. 

Thouffh  her  authority  was  re- 
cognisea  and  maintained  at 
Madrid,  Carlist  movements  im- 
mediately took  place  in  various 
parts  of^  the  kingdom.  The 
great  stroitt;th  of  this  party 
proved  to  be  in  Navarre  and 
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the  Biscayan  provinces.  The  was  not  difficult  to  perceive  that 
Marquis  de  Valdespina,  a  man  bigotry  and  ignorance  were  still 
well  known  for  his  biTOtry  and  too  prevalent  among  the  people 
devotion  to  the  pretender,  enter-  to  permit  the  easy  and  peaceful 
ed  Bilboa,  at  the  head  of  a  con-  establishment  of  a  constitutional 
siderable  body  of  the  priesthood  government  In  the  mean  time 
and  peasantry,  and,  after  massa-  we  government  sought  to  im- 
crinff  many  of  the  inhabitants,   prove  the  condition  of  the  nation 

{proclaimed  Don  Carlos  as  king,  oy  promulgating  several  very 
^ampeluna  showed  a  disposition  important  laws, 
to  rise,  but  was  kept  quiet  by  the  One  of  the  most  crying  evils 
presence  of  a  strong  body  of  under  the  old  order  of  things, 
troops.  Yittoria  declared  for  was  an  all-pervading  system  of 
abscHUtism,  and  expelled  the  privileges  and  monopolies,  which 
liberal  portion  of  its  citizens.         entirelychecked  freedom  of  trade. 

Ontheotherhand,  the  liberals  On  the  22nd  of  October,  the 
enthusiastically  declared  their  Madrid  Gazette  contained  a  de- 
adhesion  to 'tne  young  queen,  cree  which  revoked  the  privi- 
in  Tolosa,  St  Sebastian  and  l^s  of  the  royal  manufiictory 
Barcelona.  Saarsfield,  the  com-  ofcut-glass.  This  was  hailed  as 
mander  of  the  army  of  observa-  a  forerunner  of  more  important 
tion  on  the  Portuguese  frontier,  things ;  the  preamble  to  the  de- 
Amarilles,  captain  general  of  cree  settii^  forth  that  it  was  the 
Andalusia,  and  Murrillo,  captain  anxious  wish  of  government  to 
general  of  Gallacia,  gave  as-  relieve  the  national  industry 
surances  of  their  fidelity,  and  it  from  the  shackles  which  had 
was  understood  that  general  been  put  upon  it.  At  the  same 
Molitor,  at  the  head  of  the  time,  a  determination  was  inti- 
French  army  of  observation  mated  to  attend  immediately  to 
60,000  strong,  would  cross  the  the  means  of  internal  communi- 
I^renees  if  any  aid  should  be    cation. 

given  to  Don  Carlos  from  Por-  A  decree  was  also"  issued,  on 
tugal.  the  24th  of   October,  granting 

After  some  delay  in  making  an  annuity  to  the exiledliberals ; 
the  necessary  preparations,  prescribing  a  system  for  the  in- 
movements  were  maae  to  dis-  temal  government  of  Spain, 
possess  the  Carlists  of  their  similar  to  that  of  France,  ap- 
strong  posts,  and  orders  were  pointing  two  commissioners  for 
given  to  disarm  the  royal  volun-  regulating  the  com  trade,  and 
teers  in  places  known  to  be  dis-  defining  Sie  duties  of  the  police, 
afl^ted.  This  was  attended  Again,  on  the  80th  of  October, 
with  some  bloodshed,  but  at  the  the  Madrid  Gazette  contained 
end  of  the  year  the  Carlist  re-  two  others,  appointing  two  com- 
bellion,  if  not  suppressed,  was  at  missions  to  remedy  evils.  One 
least  at  a  stand.  Strong  symp-  of  these  commissions  was  to  re- 
toms  of  discontent  were  still  vise  the  absurd  old  laws  which 
occasionally  manifested,  and  it   prevent  Spaniards  firom  remov- 
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ing  their  establishments  from  one 
city  or  town  to  another.  The 
other  commission  was  to  re- 
model the  laws  respecting  the 
post  office,  the  censorship  of  the 
press,  and  public  education. 

These  indications  of  the  libe- 
ral views  of  the  new  govern- 


ment promise  much  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  lead  us  to  expect  that 
t  a  few  years  will  witness  the  en- 
tire regeneration  of  a  nation 
whose  great  natural  advantages 
and  noble  qualities  seem  to  have . 
been  hitherto  bestowed  in  vain. 


' 
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While  the  policy  of  England 
and  France  was  thus  triumphant 
in  the  south  of  Europe,  the  giant 
power  of  the  north  was  making 
rapid  strides  in  consolidating  her 
power  on  her  Asiatic  frontier. 
The  treaty  of  Adrianople  had,  in 
effect,  placed  her  ancient  Otto^ 
man  enemy  in  the  power  of 
Russia,  and  had  given  to  the 
Czar  a  right  of  interference, 
which  it  was  easy  to  forsee, 
would  soon  render  Turkey 
merely  a  dependent  province  of 
that  vast  empire. 

The  **  untoward  event**  of  Na- 
varino  had  affi>rded  but  Uttle  in- 
ducement to  the  ^  ancient  ally 
of  England**  to  apply  in  time 
of  trouble  for  aid,  either  to 
that  power  or  France ;  and 
it  was  obvious  that  the  time 
had  passed,  when  a  diplomatic 
mission  could  rouse  the  Turks  to 
arms  against  the  infidels  of  the 
north.  Indeed,  the  events  of  the 
year  proved  that  the  existence 
of  Turkey  as  a  separate  power, 
depended  upon  the  protection  of 
her  recently  most  dangerous 
enemy. 

A  quarrel  which  broke  out  in 
1681,  between  Mehemet  Ali, 
pacha  of  Egypt,  and  Abdallah, 
pacha  of  Acre  .terminated  in 
1832,  May  27,  by  the  capture  of 
the  latter,  after  enduring  a  siege 


at  Acre  for  six  months.  As  this 
war  was  undertaken  by  Mehe- 
met without  the  permission  of 
the  Porte,  such  an  act  of  insub- 
ordination outweighed  his  ser- 
vices in  the  war  with  Greece, 
and  the  sultan  espoused  the 
cause  of  Abdallah,  and  stronel^ 
reprobated  the  conduct  of  nis 
conqueror. 

This  course  determined 
Mehemet,  who  saw  that  there 
was  no  safety  in  submission,  to 
act  upon  the  offensive,  and  he 
accordingly  sent  his  army  under 
Ibrahim,  into  Syria,  which  was 
occupied  almost  without  re 
sistanca. 

Negotiations  were  then  open- 
ed for  an  adljustment  of  the  diffi- 
culty between  the  Porte  and  his 
ancient  "  vassal,**  but  the  terms 
demanded  by  the  latter,  i.  e.  the 
annexation  of  Palestine  and  Syria 
to  Egypt,  thus  uniting  under 
his  sway  a  territory  equal  to 
the  dominions  of  the  Fatimite 
caliphs,  were  too  hard  for  Mah- 
moud,  and  he  preferred  to  abide 
the  event  of  the  war. 

This  was  soon  brought  to  a 
conclusion.  The  strong  post  of 
Koniah,  (the  ancient  Iconium,) 
where  the  Turkish  army  awaited 
the  Egyptians,  was  relinquished 
in  consequence  of  the  hostile 
disposition  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
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Reschid  Pacha,  the  grand  vizier,  to  Ibrahim  Pacha,  and  he  con- 
retreated  to  Acksheber,  aban-  eluded  an  armistice,  on  c6ii- 
doning  a  great  part  of  his  ammu-  dition  that  the  sultan  should  re- 
nition  and  baggage.  Here,  near  voke  the  ex-communication  pro- 
the  defile  of  Mount  Taurus,  nounced  against  him  and  his 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1882,  father — that  Syria  and  Palestine 
a  sanguinary  engagement  took  should  be  annexed  to  Egypt,  and 

Slace,  which  ended  in  the  total  an  indemnity  paid  by  the  Porte 
efeat  of  the  grand  vizier,  who  for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  In 
was  taken  prisoner  bv  the  Egyp-  the  mean  time,  Feb.  20th,  the 
tians.  This  victory  laid  at  the  feet  Russian  fleet  anchored  in  the 
of  the  conquerer  the  whole  of  Bosphorus;on  the  16th  of  March, 
Asia  Minor,  where  there  no  a  large  body  of  Russian  troops 
longer  remained  any  means  of  crossed  the  Pruth,  and  on  tne 
defence,  and  where  the  mass  of  fifth  of  April,  a  second  Russian 
population  was  indifferent  to  squadron  with  five  thousand  sol- 
the  contest,  or  prepossessed  in  diers  on  board  joined  the  fleet 
favour  of  Ibrahim  Pacha.  Smyr-  in  the  Bosphorus. 
na,  which  is  perhaps,  in  impor-  The  negotiation  had  hitherto 
tance,  the  second  city  in  the  been  protracted  by  the  indecision 
Ottoman  empire,  and  Magnesia,  of  the  sultan,  now  looking  for  aid 
a  very  considerable  city,  sub-  to  Russia,  and  then  again  seek- 
mitted  at  the  summons  of  an  ing  a  peace  through  the  media- 
Egyptian  officer  accompanied  tion  of  France  and  the  other 
by  a  handful  of  men.  Mean-  powers  ;  now  agreeing  to  such 
while,  Ibrahim  marched  forward  reasonable  terms  as  his  media- 
te Kutaiah,  within  a  few  leagues  ,tors  should  arrange,  and  now 
of  the  Bosphorus,  whence  he  refusing  to  cede  the  districts  of 
threatened  Constantinople  it-  Tarsus  and  Adana,  both  of  which 
self.  At  this  crisis  Sultan  Ibrahim  insisted  on  as  prelimina- 
Mahmoud  took  the  extraordina-  ries  to  the  withdrawal  of  his 
ry   resolution  of   applying  for  army. 

immediate  aid  to  the  Emperor  Before    the    arrival    of  the 

of  Russia.     This   prayer   was  Russian  reinforcements,  the  sul- 

joyfuliy  granted  by  the  Russian  tan  had  agreed  to  purchase  peace 

court,  which  sent  orders  that  an  by  the  cession  of  these  places  to 

auxiliary    naval    and    military  Egypt. 

force  should  be  instantly  pre-  Despatches  to  this  effect  had 

pared  on  the  Black  Sea.  reached  both  Mehemet  Ali  and 

On  this  being  known,  the  other  Ibrahim,  and  the  pacha  and  his 

ambassadors  preferred  the  me-  successful  general    equally  be- 

diationoftheir  respective  govern-  lieved  that  peace  was  secured, 

ments,  and  the  sultan  was  in-  Elated  by  the  presence  of  his 

duced  to  ask  the  aid  of  Austria,  auxiliaries,  the  wavering  Mah- 

Engiand  and  France  in  conjunc-  moud  changed  his  purpose  once 

tion  with  Russia.  more,  and  disavowed  the  pro- 

A  communication  was  made  posals   for   giving    up  Adana. 
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The  arrival  of  a  third  Russian  for  the  purposes  of  commerce, 

armament  for  a  while  confirmed  At  the  same  time,  he  has  begun 

him  in  his  last  resolution,  and  to    strei^hen     the    important 

the  aspect  of  things  seemed  to  pa-sses  of  Mount  Taunis  with  a 

indicate  that    the  Emperor  of  succession  efforts. 

Russia  was  to  settle  the  affairs  of  Other  important  results  grew 

the  East  in  his  own  way,  and  out  of  this  war.    On  the  8th  of 

with    his  own    bayonets.    But  July,  and  six    days   after  the 

again  the  sultan  wavered.  Russian    troops    began     their 

The    united    voices   of  the  march  homeward,  a  perpetual 

European  ministers  warned  him  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and 

not  to  trust  to  his  new  ally,  and  defensive,   was    concluded    be- 

<m  the  4th  of  May,  he  consented  tween  Russia  and  Turkey.    By 

to  the  cession  of  all  the  territo-  this  treaty,  Russia  engages  to 

ries  demanded  by  the  Pacha  of  furnish  such  forces  by  sea  and 

EgyP^  J^^i  ^s  Turkey  may  require, 

A  firman  of  peace  and  reconci-  and  Turkey  pledges  nor  self  to 

liation  was  puolished'on  the  6th  close  the  DaraeneTles  against  the 

of  May;    and,   on    the    24th,  entrance  of  any  foreign  vessel 

Ibrahim   Pacha  began  to  with-  upon  the  requisition  of  Russia. 

draw  his  troops  from  Asia  Mi-  The  Czar  now  holding  posses- 

nor.    From  the  results  of  this  sion  of  Wallachia  and  -Moldavia, 

war,  Mehemet  Ali  has  become  styling  himself  the  •*  protector" 

incomparably  a  more  powerful  of  the  Servian  subjectsof  Turkey, 

monarch  than  Sultan  Mahmoud.  and  claiming  by  treaty  a  right 

He  is  now    left  in    undisputed  to  close  the  Dardenelles,  and  to 

Dossession  of  Egypt,  the  fine  is-  protect  Turkey  from  all  foreign 

land  of  Candia,  the  Holy  Land,  aggression,  needs  but  one  step 

and  all  the  country  of  the  Levant,  more  to  unite  the  shores  of  the 

from  the  confines  of  Asia  Minor  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea  under 

to  the  mouths  of  the  Nile.     In  one  government  in  form  as  they 

some  of  the  districts — and  par-  are  m  reality.      The  sultan  is 

ticularly  in  that  of  Adana,  which  now  but  a  humble  vassal  of  Rus- 

was  so  long  the  stumbling-block  sia;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 

in  the  pam  of  negotiation — he  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 

has  made  himself  sure  of  an  in-  that    the    Pacha  of  Egypt,  in 

valuable  supply  of  forest-timber,  strengthening  himself  by  his  late 

fit  for  the  purposes  of  his  grow-  accession  of  territory,  has  been 

ingnavy.  merely  the    instrument  of  the 

Mehemet  Ali  has  also  shown  other  powers  in  opposition  to  the 

a  disposition  for  the  immediate  ambitious  designs  of  Russia. 

in)provement  of  these  territories,  They  saw   that  Turkey  must 

having  employed  several  foreign  &11  into  the  Russian  empire,  and 

engineers,  to  survey  the  coasts  their  policy  led  them  to  aid  in 

and  the  interior  of  the  country,  apportioning  to    the    powerful 

with  a  view  of  feiciUtating  com-  Pacha  of  Egypt,  as  many  of  the 

munication  by  roads  and  canals,  provinces  of  Asia    Minor,    as 
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would  form  an  obstacle  to  the 
fur&er  progress  of  Russia  to- 
wards India. 

The  manner  in  which  Mah- 
moud  lent  himself  to  the  views 
of  Russia,  although  he  had  no 
alternative,  excited  the  indig- 
nation of  the  Turks.  Imme- 
diately after  the  departure  of  the 
Russian  forces,  July  11th,  a 
conspiracy  against  him  was 
formed,  but  discovered.  Early 
in  August,  threatening  notices 
were  posted  up  in  various  parts 


of  Constantinople.  On  August 
30th,  aboutone  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  it  became  evident 
thatt  hese  threats  had  been 
carried  into  execution.  In  the 
course  of  that  day,  and  the 
foUowinj^  ni^ht,  about  one 
fourth  of  the  city  was  consumed. 
At  the  same  time,  great  discon- 
tents prevailed  in  the  Asiatic 
provinces ;  and  in  the  European, 
the  Bosniaks  and  a  portion  of 
the  Albanians  seemed  again 
disposed  for  insurrection. 


GREECE. 

Thb  close  of  1832  found  Otho  The  aspect  of  affiiirs  was,  for 

of  Bavaria,  the  elected  monarch  some  months,  flatteringly  tran- 

of  Greece,  on  his  passage  from  qui],    and  at  the   beginning  of 

Munich  to  Napoli.    He  arrived  August,  the  residue  of  me  French 

at  this  place  on  the  81st  of  Janu-  forces,  who  alone  had  preserved 

ary,  and  was  received  with^reat.  the  country  from  a  state  of  anar- 

apparent  joy.  A  Greek  ministry  chy,  during  the  period  which 

was  formecL    The  well  known  elapsed  between  the  assassina- 

Tricoupi  was  its  president,  and  tion  of  Count  Capo  d'Istria,  and 

at  the  same  time  minister  of  fo-  the  arrival  of  Otho,  embarked 

reign  afiairs,  and  of  commerce,  and  sailed  for  France.  This  step 

Rizo,  a  man  of  considerable  lite-  is  said  to  have  been  in  pursuance 

rary  attainments,  had  the  direc-  of  a  tripartite  treaty  between 

tion  of  religion  and  public  in-  England,  France,  and  Russia, 

struction;  one  of  the  Mavrocor-  Previously  to  this,  the  new  re- 

datos   was    charged   with    the  gency  and  ministry  had  decided 

finances:  ^nd  the  other  depart-  on  the  important  measure,  that 

ments  were  allotte'd  to  Greeks  of  the  churcn  government  of  free 

fair  reputation.  Greece  should  be  entirely  sepa- 

The  first  important  step  taken  .  rated  from,  that  of  the  Greek 

by  the  government  of  Otho,  was  church  in  the  sultan's  dominions, 

to  establish  three  courts  of  jus-  and  rendered  independent  of  the 

tice;  one  at  Napoli  di  Romania,  patriarch  who  resides  at  Con- 

the  second  at  Missolonghi,  and  stantinople.    The    kingdom    of 

the  third  at    Thebes ;    each  of  Greece  was  to  have  a  separate 

these  tribunals  had  a  Greek  pre-  head  of  its  own  church,  as  is  the 

sident.    The   authority  of  the  case   with     her    co-religionist, 

state  was  supported  by  a  body  Russia.    Meanwhile,    with  the 

of  German  soldiers,  and  by  the  return  of  tranquillity,  commerce 

troops  of  some  of  the  Caj)itani.  had  revived;  and  the  revenue 
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derived  from  the  customs  had, 
in  several  of  the  ports,  increased 
nearly  three-fold. 

In  the  midst  of  these  promis- 
ing circumstances,  a  formidable 
conspiracy  was  discoveied  in 
the  month  of  October.  At  the 
head  of  this  conspiracy  was 
Colocotroni.  Fifteen  other  indi- 
viduals, amonff  whom,  it  is  said, 
was  one  of  3ie  three  deputies 
who  went  to  Munich  to  mvite 
Otho  to  Greece,  were  implica- 
ted. The  plot  was  fortunately 
discovered.  The  conspirators 
were  arrested,  and  secured  in 
the  citadel  of  NapoU  di  Romania, 
where,  from  their  own  deposi- 
tions, Colocotroni  andVioliopolis 


were  convicted  of  high  treason. 
Other  turbulent  Capitani  and  in- 
triguing primates  in  the  Morea 
were  suspected ;  but  throughout 
the  country  the  people  remained 
perfectly  quiet,  making  no  at- 
tempt to  release  or  assist  their 
chiefs.  The  young  king,  almost 
immediately  after,  set  out  on  a 
tour  through  his  dominions,  to 
give  his  subjects  a  proof  of  his 
confidence  in  them.  About  the 
same  time,  the  regency  decreed 
the  opening  of  roads  m  several 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  has 
oeen  for  many  centuries  lament- 
aUy  deficient  in  such  means  of 
communication. 
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Banks— An  abstractor  the  returns 
made  in  June,  1838,  by  twenty, 
three  of  the  incorporated  banks  in 
ithia  state,  has  been  published.  The 
other  seven,  being  new  banks,  made 
no  returns. 


$2,440,000  00 

1,158,350  00 

.      60,869  21 

117,588  47 


550,895  39 

4,327,703  07 
187,036  19- 
74,3^86 


•Capital  stock,  ;  -  - 
Bills  in  circulation,  -  - 
Net  profits  on  hand,  -  - 
Balances  due  other  banks, 
Cai^  deposited-on  interest, 
and  not  on  interest, 
mal  amcwU  dtLefromlhe 

bankSy     -    -    - 
Specie  in  banking  houses, 

Real  estate, 

BiUs  of  other  banks  in  the  state,  71,056  96 
"         "        »*        out  of  the 

state,      .    -         34,699  00 
Balances  due  from  other  banks,  278,361  99 
All  debts  due  except  balan- 
ces from  other  banks,  -     3,732,583  68 
nuU  amount  ofreiources      ^  o^o  i  go  68 

oftheoanks,    -  '      * 
Amounts  of  last  dividends  of 
^e  several  banks,     -  77,025  00 
reserved  profits  at  decla- 
ring last  dividend,         25,651  37 
Debts  considered  doubt- 
ful,     19,975  93 

Elections. — For  Gwernor, 
Smith  (administration)     -    -    -    31,148 
Goodenow  (Opposition)     -    •    -    27,356 
Scattering  about 1000 

Jan.  1883.     Ether  Shepley  was 
elected  Senator. 


f( 
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In  Senate,  Shepley  14,    Qreenleaf  10. 
House,     do.      109,        do.        60 
Scattering,  7. 

Felu  17,  ThesnowatHallowelf 
was  stated  to  be  seven  feet  deep. 

Common  Schools. — The  num- 
ber of  scholars  attending  these, 
schools  in  Maine,  ia  estimated  at 
140,000.  The  schools  kept  by  the 
male  teachers  are  open  about  eight 
weeks  in  the  year,  those  kept  by 
the  female  teachers  about  ten  weeks. 

Taxation. — By  a  return  made 
to  the  secretary  of  stale,  the  follow- 
ing results,  were  exhibited  (or  183d. 

Salaries  paid  to  clergy,    •    -  .  ^5,041 

Town  charge  for  paupers,    -  -  74,601 

Taxes  paid  for  education,    .  -  106,000 

Town  taxes,           -    -    -  -  932,737 

County  taxes,         -    -    .    ^  -  56,993 

State  tax,  including  militia,  *  •  182,275 

Roads  and  bridges,           ...  522,113 

1833.  The  legislature  of  this 
state 'assembled  at  Augusta,  Janua- 
ry 2.  The  message  of  the  gover- 
nor was  communicated  to  the  legis* 
lature  on  the  4th.  Governor  Smith 
speaks  with  much  severity  of  the 
doctrine  of  nullificatioDy  and  with 
high  approbation  of  the  prodama* 
tion  of  the  president* 

The  amount  received  for  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands  during  1832,  was 
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999400  for  124,154  acres,   being  pact.     The  third  declares  it  to  lie 

an  average  of  about   eighty  cents  due  to  a  spirit  of  justice,  to  the  de- 

per  acre.     The  amount  paid  for  the  mands  of-coDciliation,  to  a  decent 

state  prison,  was  818,700,  and  the  respect  for  the  opinions  and  inter. 

receipts  arising  from  the  labour   of  ests  of  large  portions  of  the  commu- 

the  convicts,   818,000  ;   but  owing  nity,   that  theee  laws    should   be 

to  the  superior  value  of  the   stock  '<  gradually  but  speedily  abated,"  t^ 

on  hand  over  that  of  the  preceding  the  imposition  of  such  duties  only, 

year,  the  balance  in   favour  of  the  as  may  be  required  for  the  purposjS 

institution  is  8I8OO.     The  number  of  a  revenue  sufficient  to  defray  the 

of -convicts  is  smaller  by  five,  than  ordinary  expenses    of  the  govern- 

at  the  beginning  of  last  year.     Du-  nent,  •confined    to  "  its  appropriate 

ring  the  past  year,  the  receipts  into  objects,  and  economically  adminis- 

the   treasury    of    the  state    were  tered.     The  fourth  resolution  ap- 

-#146,033  26,  exclusive  of  the  secu-  plauds  the  policy  of  general  Jackson* 

rities  taken  for  the  public  lands  sold ;  and  looks   with  confidence  to  him 

And'    the    expenditures,    including  for  the   preservation  of  the  Union* 

825,000  paid  on  account  of  the  state  A  counter  report  was  presented  by 

debt,  8140,402  54.     The  present  the  minority    of    that   committee, 

amount  of  the  debt  is  848,000.  which  enters  at  eome  length  into  a 

The  number  of  militia  is  stated  to  vindication   of  the  constitutk>nality 

be  40,006.  and   expediency  of  the   protecting 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  was  system,    and    denies    the  reasons 

referred  the  message  of  the  gover-  given  in  favour  of  its  modification 

tior,  upon  the  South  Carolina  address  or  abandonment  at  the  present  time* 
and   resolutions,   reported  that  al-        The  resolutions  were  afterwards 

-though  a  majority  of  the  people  of  taken   up,     and   passed    by    both 

Maine  have  always  condemned  the  branches  of  the  legislature, 
policy  of  high  duties,  they  do  not       North-East  Boundary. — On  the 

justify  the  course  menaced  by  South  1st  of 'March^  the  governor  commu- 

-Curolina.     The  report  was  accom-  nicated  a  message  to  the  senate  in 

panied  with  four  resolutions.  reply  to  a  request  of  the  legislature, 

The  first  resolution  declares,  that  .that  he  would  transmit  to  that  body 

-the  legislature  is  not  insensible  to  the  reportof  the-oommissioners  in  re- 

the  wjongs  of  that  state,  and  is  ready  latiou  to  the  nocth-east   boundary, 

to  unite  with  her  in  any  peaceable  He  declined  acceding  to  this  request, 

and  lawful  measure  to  redress  them  ;  -on  the  ground,  that  the  publication 

but  that  it  regards  nullification  nei-  might     prejudice    the    negotiation 

ther  as  a  safe,  peaceable,  nor  con-  which    has    been   instituted  by  the 

-stitutional    remedy,  and  therefore  president   with  Great  Britain,  upon 

entreats  the  people  of  South-Cardli-  that  subject;  but  assures  the  legis- 

na  to  pause  in  their  precipitate  ca-  lature  that  no  final  fiction  upon  it  is 

reer.     By  the  second  it  is  declared,  conteiiiplated    until    it    shall   have 

that  the  tariff  lawd,  so  far  as  they  been  submitted  to  their  considera- 

were  passed  palpably  and  solely  for  lion. 

-the  protection  of  particular  branch-        Just   before  the  adjournment  ot 

es  of  industry,  are  unequal  in   ope-  the  legislature,  the  following  reso- 

ration,  and  contrary   to   the  true  lutions  were  passed  : 
spirit  and  intent  of  the  federal  com-        Resolved,  That  so  much  of  tbs 
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oresolve   passed    the   third   day  of  counterfeits,  as  may  from  time  to 

March,  1832,  respecting  the  north-  time  be  allowed  and  approved  by 

eastern  boundary,  as  provides  for  the    bank    commissioners    of   the 

the   submission   to  the  legislature,  state. 

^  for  approval  or  rejection,"  of  the        Bridges. — The     proprietors    of 

agreement,  or  treaty   therein   con-  bridges  are   authorized  to  prohibit 

templated  to  be  made  by  the  com-  any  person  from   riding  or  driving 

missioners    therein   mentioned,   be,  any  horse  at  a  pace  faster  than  a 

and  th«  same  is  hereby  repealed.  walk,  over  such  bridges. 

Resolved,  That  no  arrangement.        The  selectmen  of  towns  are  also 
,provisionaI    agreement   or    treaty,  vested  with   authority  to  prohibit 
already  made,  or  that  may  hereaf-  any  person  from  riding  or  driving  as 
ter  be  made,  under,  or  in  pursuance  aforesaid,  over  any  bridge  covered 
of,  the  resolve  to  which  this  is  ad-  with   plank  for  the  length  of  fifty 
ditional,  shall    have    any    binding  feet,    such   bridge    being  part    of 
force,  effect,  or  operation,  until  the  highway  or  townway. 
same  shall  have  been  submitted  to        Persons  violating  the  provisions 
the   people  of  this  state,   in   their  of  this  act   to  be  liable   to  a  pen- 
primary   assemblies,  and   approved  alty  not  exceeding  five  dollars, 
by  a  majority  of  their  votes.  County  Commissionebs. — An  act 
Legislation. — At  the  session  of  giving  remedies  on  judgments  ren- 
the  legislature    forty -three  public  dered  by  the  courts  of  county  com- 
acts  were  passed.  missioners,  and  prescribing  the  mode 
Banks. — The  cashier  of  each  of  levying  executions  against  towns 
bank  is  required  to  make  returns  and  plantations, 
on  the    first    Mondays    in  Janu-        Whenever  any  highway  shall  be 
ary  and  June   in  each  year,  and  established  by  the  commissioners, 
to  transmit  the  same  to  the  secre-*  leading  through  any  unincorporated 
tary  of  state.  tract  of  land,   they  are  to  decide 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre-  whether  such  land  will  be  enhanced 
tary  of  state,  after  receiving  the  re-  in   value   by  the  road,  and,  after 
turns  of  the  several  banks,  to  cause  having  divided  the  land  into  divl- 
a  true  abstract  of  the  returns  to  be  sions,  to  assess   upon  each  division 
pripted,  and  transmit  a  copy  to  the  which  they  shall  deem  to  be  enhan- 
.cashier  of  each  bank  in  the  state.  ced  in  value,  toward  the  expense  of 
From  and  after  October  1,  1839,  making  and   opening    such    road, 
DO  bills  of  the  denomination  of  five  such  sum  as,  in  their  judgment,  shall 
dollars,  or  over,    impressed   from  be  proportionate  to  the  value  there- 
Perkins'  stereotype   plate,  shall  be  of,  and  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
issued  by  any  bank,  unless  they  also  thereto,  by  the  establishment  of  such 
bear  upon  the  baok  of  them  the  im-  road. 

press  of  the  Perkins'  stereotype  Depositions. — This  act  contains 
check  plate.  further  provisions  in  regard  to  the 
Besides  the  Perkinii'  stereotype  mode  of  taking  depositions,  em- 
bills,  now  allowed  by  law  to  be  used,  powering  the  justice  to  issue  a  capias, 
It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  bank  to  directing  any  proper  ofllicer  to  ap- 
issue  bills  of  such  other  plates  of  prehend  any  deponent  neglecting  to 
*finer  engravings,  superior  workman-  appear  in  pursuance  of  a  citation, 
.«hip,  and  greater  security  against  and  to  bring  him  before  the  justice 
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at  the  time  and  place  to  which  the  lous ;  and  the  truth  of  such  matter 

takLog  of  the  deposition  may  be  ad-  being  established,  the  same  shall  be 

journed.  held  a  complete  justification,  unless 

Elections. — Three    acts    were  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the 

passed  regulating  elections,  prescri.  matter  charged  as  libellous  origina^ 

bing  the  mode   by  which  the  resi-  ted  from  corrupt  or  malicious  mo- 
dents  in  unincorporated  places  may  '  tivcs. 

become  entitled  to  vote  in  state  elec-  Militia. — No  company,  battaU 

tions,  dz;c.  ion,  regiment,  or  brigade,  shall  be 

Exhibitions,    Public,    <Sz;c. — If  paraded,    marched,    or    exercised, 

jtny  person  shall,   for  money,  ex-  within  fifty  rods  of  the  court-house 

hibit  any  living  animal,  or  collec-  of  any  county,  whilst  any  judicial 

tion  of  animals,  or  exhibit  any  feats  eourt  shall   be  in  session  therein ; 

of  balancing,  wire  dancing,  personal  and  if  the  commanding  officer  of 

agility,  slight  or  dexterity,  without  any  company,  &c.  shall  so  parade, 

having  first  obtained  license  there-  &c.,  the  same,  except  when  called 

for,  in  manner  herein  specified,  he  out  to  suppress  insurrection,   repel 

shall  pay   a  fine  for  every  such  invasion,  or  enforce  the  laws,  he 

offence,  not  exceeding  8100,  nor  shall,  for  every  such  ofience,  forfeit 

less  than  810.  and  pay  a  fine  not  less  than  $20 

Fbrries. — An  act  was  passed  to  nor  more  than  8100. 

prevent  obstructions  to  ferries.  An  additional  act  was  passed  to 

Innholders. — It    is     made  the  organize,  govern,  and  discipline  the 

jduty     of  the    officers    of   towns,  militia  of  the  state.   No  company  is 

in    their     warrants     for     conve-  to    be   required  to    perform    any 

ning  the  inhabitants  at  their  annual  military  duty,  except  on  the  second 

meetings,  to  insert  an  article,  to  see  Thursday  of  September  annually, 

if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  unless  for  the  choice  of  officers,  or 

the  licensing,  by  the  proper  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion, 

of  persons  to  sell  wine,  rum,  and  quelling  insurrection,  or  enforcing 

and  other  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  the  laws ;  the  commissioned  officers 

drunk  in  their  stores  or  shops.     If  in  the  several  brigades  are  to  meet 

any  person  shall   feel  aggrieved  at  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 

the  doings  of  the  officers  of  any  brigades,  on  two  successive  days  in 

towns,  &c,  in  refusing  or  revoking  September  annually,  for  the  pur- 

a    license    for    selling     spirituous  pose  of  military  drill  and  instruc- 

liquors,  he  may  apply  to  the  county  tion,  and  are  to  receive  the  sum  of 

oommissioners,  who  are  authorized  one  dollar   for  each  day's  service 

to  take  cognizance  of  the  subject,  and  drill  aforesaid,    actually  per- 

A  duty  of  six  dollars  per  year  is  be  formed,  and  also  travelling  feeaf  at 

paid  for  each  license.  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile.    In 

UrsPECTiON    laws.—- Acts  were  case  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  any 

parsed  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  such  officer  to  appear  and  perform 

pork,  fish,  lime,  and  lime  casks, &c  the  duty  above  required,  he  is  to 

Libel. — ^In  every  prosecution  for  forfeit  the  sura  of  five  dollars,  un- 

writing  and  publishing  any  libel,  it  less  there  was  sufficient  reason  (or 

shall  be  lawful  for  any  defendant  to  such  neglect, 

give  in  evidence,  in  his  defenc€v  the  Minors  and  persons  non  com- 

truth  of  the  matter  charged  as  libel-  fob. — ^Whenever  any  minor,  or  per- 
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•on  non  eomposy  shall  have  any  into-  Scbools. — All  sums  receiTed  bj 

rest  in  any  real  estate,  and  it  shall  the  state  for  the  tax  on  the  sereral 

be  made  to  appear  to  the  judge  of  banks,  excepting  the  sum  of  81000 

Srobate  that  it  would  be  for  his  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
enefit  that  the  same  should  be  dis.  Parsonsficld  Seminary,  are  appro- 
posed  of^  and  the  proceeds  put  out  priated  to  the  support  of  primary 
at  interest,  the  judge  may  authorize  schools ;  but  nothing  in  this  aet 
some  suitable  person  to  sell  the  shall  exonerate  any  town  or  plan-^ 
same.  tation  from  raising  and  expending 

A  similar  authority  was  given  for  for  thp  support  of  schools,  the  sums- 

the  sale  of  growing  trees  and  timber  now    required    of    them    respect* 

belonging  to  minors.  ively. 

Oil.-— An  act  was  passed  for  the  Tbespass. — In  actions  for  tree- 

prevention  of  frauds  in  the  sale  of  pass  upon  property,  when  judgment 

oils.  shall  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff, 

Rbal  estate. — The  right  which  and  the  judgment  is  rendered  for  a 
atiy  debtor  may  have,  of  redeem-  trespass  committed  wilfully :  and 
ing  from  the  purchaser  any  equity  if  the  defendant  shall  be  committed 
of  redemption  which  may  have  been  to  jail,  and  remain  in  close  confine-^ 
sold  on  execution  against  such  debt-  mem  on  such  execution,  he  shall 
or,  and,  also,  the  right  which  any  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
debtor  may  have  of  redeeming  from  poor  debtor's  oath,  until  afler  hav- 
a  judgment  creditor,  his  executors,  mg  notified  the  creditor,  which  no. 
&c.,  any  real  estate^  which  may  tice  shall  not  be  issued  until  thirty 
have  been  set  off  on  execution  days  afler  his  said  commitment; 
against  the  debtor,  may  be  attached  and  if  he  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
on  mesne  process  or  execution  the  jail-yard,  on  having  given  bond 
against  such  debtor,  and  maybe  to  the  creditor,  the  notice  of  his  in- 
sold  on  execution,  by  public  auc-  tention  to  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath 
tion :  and  the  same  proceedings  are  shall  not  be  issued  until  ten  months 
to  be  had  as  are  required  on  the  sale  afler  said  commitment,  and  until  one 
of  equities  of  redemption,  but  the  month  afler  the  expiration  of  the 
debtor  shall  have  the  same  right  time  limited  in  his  bond,  for  him  to 
of  redemption  as  is  now  allowed  by  surrender  to  go  into  close  confine- 
law,  upon  the  first  sale  of  rights  in  ment. 

equity,    of  redeeming    mortgaged  Witnesses. — ^No    person    who 

real  estate.  believes  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 

Replevin. — ^In  all  actions  of  re-  peme  Being,  shall  be  adjudged  an 

plevin    before  any  justice  of  the  incompetent  or  incredible  witness,  in 

peace,  or  before  the  judge  of  the  the  judicial  courts,  or  in  the  course 

municipal  court  of  Portland,  the  ori-  of  judicial  proceedings  in  this  state, 

ginal  writ,  execution,  and  all  other  on  account  of  his  opinions  in  matters 

processes,  maybe  directed  to  the  of  religion;  nor  shall  such  opinions 

officers  of  any  adjoining  county,  who  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation 

are  authorized  to  execute  such  pre-  or  inquiry. 
ceptSy  and  make  return  thereof. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Banks.-— ABstract  of  the  report    Banks JVb.        22 

on   the    stale  of  the   banks.  May,  Capital stockpaid in    -    -    -  89,971,908 

1882.  Real  estate 79,194 

Amoont  of debu  due     -    -    -     3,990,89 
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Specie  in  the  vaulu   ....   464,571  caces,  6  in  chains  and  ironi,  and  4 

Bills  of  other  banks    -    -    -    -     86,013  {n\ul\a 

Depositcs 361,860  ^°Jrjiu                         ^  •  ^    *      u 

Bids  in  circulation 1,238,643  T^®   ^^^  aacertained   to  have 

Elections— {1833)— /or  Governor,  been  expended  for  the  maintenance 

Samuel  Dinsmore,     ....     28,270  and  security  of  a  part  only  of  those 

Other  Candidates, 5,177  reported, amount  annually  to  $9>396 

Common  Schools. — It  is  stated  58. 

that  the  annual  tax  raised  by  law  During  this  session  a  resolution 

b  New-Hampshire  for  the  support  was  passed  directing  the  sense  of 

of  schools  is  890,000.     This  gives  the  electors  to  be  taken  relative  to 

$455  to  each  town,  or  about  l^l  to  holding  a  convention  for  revising 

every  individual  o!  suitable  age  to  the  constitution.      This  proved  to 

attend  school,  and  is  more  than  is  be  against  such  revision, 

raised    by    the  .Connecticut  fund,  A  resolution  was  also  introdu- 

which    last     year    produced    but  ced,  and   carried  through  without 

$76,933.     Besides  this,  there  is  a  adjourning,  for  the  removal  of  judge 

school  fund  in  land,  or  the  proceeds  Harris  from  the  bench  of  the  supe- 

of  land,  belonging  to  most  of  the  rior  court.     We  did  not  understand 

towns ;  and  also  a  general  ''Literary  that  any    charges      were   exhibi- 

Fund,"    rabed  from    the   banks,  ted  against  him,  as  a  motive  for  this 

which,  since   1829,  has  amounted  removal. 

to  $95,582,  and  will  average  here-  1833.     Legislation. — ^The  legis- 

after  at    least    $10,000    a   year,  lature    assembled   in    Concord  on 

There  are  thirty-eight  Academies,  the  first  Wednesday  in  June, 

of  which  two  have  a  fund  of  over  The  message  of  governor  Dins* 

$40,000,  and  which  have  an  aggre-  moor  states,  that  there  are  few  sub. 

gate  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  jects  to  which  he  considers  it  neces- 

students.  sary  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 

Legislation. — The  Legislature  legislature.  Of  the  militia  system 
of  this  state  convened  at  Concord,  he  says,  that  a  disposition  hosdle  to 
on  the  21st  o(  November,  1832.  someofitsfeatures,prevailsso  gene- 
The  governor's  message  gives  the  rally,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
following  statement  respecting  two  carry  it  into  complete  effect.  In 
interesting  classes  of  the  community,  what  manner  a  reform  of  the  system 
In  one  hundred  and  forty-one  towns,  can  be  effected,  he  does  not  indicate, 
being  all  frcHn  which  returns  have  but  believes  that  no  remedy  for  the 
been  received,  there  appear  to  be  of  existing  defects  will  be  found  suffi- 
indigent  deaf  and  dumb  persons  be-  cient,  that  does  not  materially  re- 
tween  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty,  duce  the  number  now  liable  to  xnilita- 
exclusive  of  those  at  the  American  ry  service,  or  provide  either  for  a 
Asylum  at  Hartford,  45  ;  under  moderate  compensation  to  the  sol- 
the  age  of  ten  years,  12.  The  dier,  or  a  diminution  of  his  public 
whole  number  of  insane,  reported  charges.  He  proceeds  to  observe, 
from  the  same  towns,  is  189  ;  90  that  the  late  decision  of  a  great  ma- 
males,  and  99  females,  103  of  whom  jority  of  the  people  against  the  call 
are  paupers.  The  whole  number  of  a  convention  for  the  revision  of 
of  those  now  in  confinement  is  76,  the  constitution,  may  be  regarded 
of  whom  25  are  in  private  houses,  as  a  gratifying  proof  of  the  venera- 
34  in  poor  houses,  7  in  cells  and  tion  in  which  the  framers  of  that 
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fcurtrument  are  still  held,  and  of  the  ration,  and  their  amourtt  io  value 

excellence  of  the  system  ofgovern^  owned  by  any  eorporationi  or  by 

meiit  which  they  established.     He  any  inhabitant  or   resident  of  any 

urges  oo  the  attention  of  the  legisla-  town  in  this  state,  he  shall  forfeit 

ture  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  for  every  such  ofience  a  sum  not 

hospital  for  the  insane,  as  required  less    than    $100    nor  more   than 

alike  by  policy  and  humanity,  and  81000. 

presents  to  their  consideration  the        All    shares   or  deposits  in  any 

expediency  of  making  provision  for  corporation  in  this  state,  for  which 

the  education  of  the  indigent  blind  residents  are    liable    to  be  taxed, 

belonging  to  the  state,  in  the  asylum  shall,  when   not  owned   by  inhabi* 

established  in  this  city.     After  con-  tants  of  this  state,   be  taxed  to  the 

gratuiatiiig  the    legislature  on  the  corporation  in  the  town  where  such 

probable  termination  of  the  contro*.  corporation  is  located, 
versy  with  South-Carolina,  he  closes,      ^  All  shares  or  stock  in  any  corpo^ 

by  announcing  his  determination  to  ration  or  company  situated  without 

retire  from  office    at  the  expiration-  this  state,  belonging   to  any  person 

of  his  present  term  of  service.     In  or  corporation  in   this  state,    shall 

the  house  of  representatives,  a  reso.  be  taxed  in  the  same  way  and  man* 

tution  for  the  appointment  of  a  com.  ner  as  said  shares  or  stock  would 

mittee  to  nominate  a  chaplain  was  be  liable  to  be  taxed,  if  said  com- 

kidefiaitely  postponed,   by  a  vote  of  pony  or  corporation  were  located  in 

109  to  76.     On  the  following  day,  this  state;   provided  said  shares  or 

a  resolution  was  submitted,  inviting  stock  be  not  assessed  in  public  taxes, 

each  clergyman  who  is  a  member  in  the  state  where  such  corporation 

of  the  house  to  serve  as  chaplain  or  company  is  situated, 
during  the  session,  "provided  they        Highways. — An  act  was  passed 

feel  free  to  do  so."     Alter  several  to  amend  the  act  for  the  prevention 

amendments  were  proposed,  the  reso-  of  encroachments  upon   highways, 

kition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Whenever  there  shall  be  occasion 

The  folldwtng  laws  were  passed  for  any   fence  or  gate  across  any 

at  the  June  session  of  the  legisla-  highway  leading  through  land  Kablo 

ture,  in  1883.  to'  freshets,  the  selectmen  of  the 

Corporations. — All    8hare»  in  town    are    authorized    to  grant  a 

any  corporation   liable  to  be  taxed  license  to  the  applicant,  to  keep  a 

by  the  laws  of  the  state,  shall  be  gate  at  a  suitable  place,  under  such 

laxed  in  the  same  manner  when  restrictions  as  shall  best  accord  with 

•owned  by  a  corporation,  a»  if  owned  the  accommodation  of  the  applicant 

by  an  individual.  and  the  public  convenience. 

If  the  principal  officer  of  any  Militta. — This  act  makes  fur- 
corporation  in  tliis  state,  the  shares  ther  provision  for  the  regulation  of 
or  property  of  which  are  liable  te  the  militia  of  the  state,  prescribes 
be  taxed,  on  application  of  the  select-  the  noode  of  levying  fines  by  dis- 
men    of  any   town  in  this    state,  tress,  &c. 

shall  neglect  for  the  space  of  four  Paupers. — An  act  was  passed 
days  ^  to  furnish  an  account  in  wru  provid'mg  that  when  any  poor  par- 
ting, 'under  oath,  of  all  the  shares,  son  shall  happen  to  die  in  any  town 
property  or  deposits  in  such  eorpo-  oot  chargeable  by  law  with  hii» 
80 


284 


ANNUAL  RE6ISTBR,  183»~38. 


roamtenanoey  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  shall  cause  him  to  be  buried ; 
and  such  town  may  recover  by  ac 
tion  the  expenses  thereof,  of  the 
town  or  person  chargeable  with  his 
maintenance ;  but  if  such  poor  per. 
son  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  state,  nor  by  the  laws,  thereof 
the  proper  charge  of  any  town  or 
person  in  this  state,  then  the  expen- 
ses so  incurred  shall  be  a  proper 
charge  on  the  county. 

WBiaBiNO  OF  BBBF.— An  act  was 
passed  regulating  the  weighing  of 
beef  in  this  state. 

State  tax. — An  act  providing 
that  the  sum  of  945,000  shall  be 
raised  for  the  use  of  the  state. 

Blind,  and  dbaf  and  dumb  pbb- 
SONS. — ^The  sum  of  81500  was  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
ting indigent  deaf  and  dumb  child. 
ren  belonging  to  this  state,  at  the 
asylum  in  Hartford ;  and  the  sum 
of  8500,  for  the  education  of  blind 
children  belonging  to  this  state,  at 
the  NeMr.Engiand  asylum  in  Boston. 

By  resolution  the  governor  was 
requested  to  direct  the  selectmen  of 
thto'  several  towns  to  make  inquiries 
as  to  the  number  and  condition  of 
all  such  persons,  as  are  blind  or  par- 


tially blind,  within  their  Tespeetiv« 
towns,  and  to  report  to  the  l^;isla« 
ture,  at  its  next  session. 

Report  of  decisions.— The  see* 
retary  of  state  is  authorized  to  pro* 
cure  to  be  bound  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  surplus  sets  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Reports  remaining  in  his  or  the 
treasurer's  office,  and  exchange  for 
the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  courta 
of  such  statea  as  may  o^er  or  be 
willing  to  exchange. 

Nollification  and  the  tariff.-^ 
A  resolution  was  passed,  declaringt 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  timet 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariflTand  the  doctrines  of  nullifica- 
tion ;  and  that  it  is  also  inexpedient 
for  congress  to  call  a  convention 
for  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  at  this  time. 

From  the  list  of  the  private  acts 
passed  at  this  session,  it  appears  that 
four  religious  and  charitable  socie- 
ties were  incorporated.       • 

Seven  manufacturuig  companies 
were  incorporated. 

Acts  were  passed  to  bcorporate 
three  fire  insurance  companies,  two 
savings  banks,  two  canal  oompaniea 
and  one  marine  railway  company. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Banes. — Abstract  of  the  returns 
of  banks  in  Massachusetts,  showing 
the  state  of  said  banks,  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  October, 

1833.  X  1832. 

CapiUl  Block  paidhw  |28;236;250  24<530,200 
Bills  in  cireulaiion,  •  7,889,111  7,122,856 
Net  profits  on  hand,  -  :^93,280  1^1,900 
B«ilancea  due  to  other 

banks, 3M,447   1,993^ 

Cash  d^positnd,  d&c.  int 

bearau^  interest,  -  •  3,716,189  2,038,970 
Cash  deposited,  bearing 

interest,  -  .  -  -  7,949,440  6,2f»J58£ 
Due  from  the  banka,  -  58,120,113  43^996,900 
Gold,  silver,  dbc.  in 

baak% 922,301     903,306. 


Real  esute,  ....  791,823 
Bills  of  banks  in  this 

state, 1,546;310 

Bills  of  banks  else* 

wherr,     ....  25,033 

Balances    due    from 

othr  banks.  -  .  -  3^363^16 
Duf  to  thr  banka,  «x- 

c'pting  balaocfs.  -  45,361,003 
Total  resouroesof  llie 

bsnks,  ....  53,133,319 
Amount  of  last  divi- 
dend, .....       822,325 

Amount  of  rraerv* 

^dprofito,  -  -  •  709^ 
Debts    s-cured      by 

pledge  of  stock,  -  847,550 
Debts  due  and  con* 

•idered  doubtful,  •        307,33$: 


738,613 

1,037;M9 

174^9 

2,707,784 

38,889,737 

44,043,007 

689,375 

437709 

94476t 

21l;915 
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Rate  of  dividend  on  amount  of  calculated,  that  ofthia  nun)ber5,027 

capital   of  the  banks,  as  existing  were  state's  poor,  or  foreign  pau* 

when    dividend    was    made,    3^^  pera.     in  1792,  the  amount  allowed 

per  cent,  nearly:  tor  1882,  3  J  per  by  the  state  for  this  class  of  poor 

cent.  was9l4,000,  and  in  18:^0, 872,000, 

ELBcnoirs. — 1832.  an  increase  of  more  than  500  per 

For  Govtmor.  cent,  in  twenty-eight  years.     To 

LjjviLincplis 33,946  relieve  the  commonwealth  from  this 

si^li'^^^^^   :   :   :   :   :    S  accumulating  burden,  the  allowance 

Scattering,     '- <-        327  for  the  maintenance  of  foreign  pau. 

MiLiTU. — The  total  number  of  pers  has  been  reduced  at  different 

the  militia  for  the  year   1832  was  times,  and  is  now  seventy-cents  a 

4H,786;  and,  exclusive  of  the  com-  week   for  adults,  and  less  for  chil- 

missioned   officers,  of    44,472,  of  dren.     This,  however,  has  had  but 

which  last  number  the  cavalry  are  little  if  any  effect  in  reducing  the 

726, artillery  2,694,  infantry  22,074,  number  of  this  class.     There  were 

and  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  ^  the  almshouse,  Boston,  160  white 

8,978.     Of  the  ordnance  belonging  men,  and    134    white  women,  82 

to  the  state,  there  are  92  pieces  of  white  boys,  and  59  white  girls,  and 

br.iss,  two  of  iron.     There  are  also  29  coloured  persons.     Total  256 

15,277  muskets,  and  2,383  rifles.  males,  and  208  lemales— together 

Stats  PEr80N.-«Prom  the  fifth  464  persons, 

annual  report  of  the  inspectors  of  Of  the  adult  males  88  are  foreign- 

this  institution,  it  appears  that  at  the  ers<— 48  Irish ;  of  the  adult  females 

beginning  of*  the  year  1832,  there  65  are  foreigners — 36  Irish  ;  of  the 

were  258  convicts  in  the  prison,  of  children  105  are  of  foreign  parents, 

whom  84  were   discharged  on  the  So  that  ot  the   whole  number  in 

expiration  of  their  senteitces,  10  by  the  almshouse,  no    less  than  258, 

pardon,  and    11   by  death.     The  or  considerably  more  than  one  hal( 

number  received  was   76,  and  the  are  foreigners, 

number  now,  in  prison,  is  227.     Of  Statb  FimaiNCES. — 1832. 

these  9  are  hospital  patients,  and  21    Receipts,     -    - $384,141 

are  employed  m  domestic  services,  EJtpjn<ii^«^s»  ------     304,613 

and  Uie  remaining  197  in  the  various  J°  *^*^  ^  ^*«  '^"^'^  *<>' 

arts  and  trades  pursued  in  the  prison,    sta'te' Debt, no,000 

The  whole  expenses  of  the  pnson  Funds  applicable  to  the  same,  -    568,831 

were  •24,907— of  which  •2,898  Schools.— There  are  in  Massa- 

were  for  clothing  convicts,  ^5,793  chusetts  140,000  children,  of  ^ve 

for  provisions,  •12,250  for  salaries.  year»-of  age  and  under  fifleen  yeara ; 

The  income  was  •29,099.  and  not  less  than   150,000  pupils 

The  Poor. — From  a  report  on  who    receive     instruction    in    the 

the  pauper  system  of  the  state,  it  ap-  primary  free  schools, 

pears  that  in  sixty.eighi  towns,  con-  Public  Lands. — The  lands  be- 

taining  a  population  of  264,327  in-  longing  to  Massachusetts,  situate  in 

habitants,  the  whole  number  of  poor  Maine,  are  estimated  at  4,750,000 

assisted  by  the  overseers  the  last  acres.     There  are  involved  in  the 

year,  is  estimated  at  12,331 — about  question  of  boundary  betwixt  Maine 

one  in  21J  of  the  population.    By  and    New-Brunawick,     1,250,000 

n  approximate  estimate,  it  is  there  acres,    leaving    3,500,000    acres, 
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valued  at  forty  cents  the  acre,  and  the  subsequent  year,  Massachuierlta 

worth,  at  that  rate,  $1,400,000.  alone  packed  111,000  barrels — and 

FisseaiBS. — Many  of  the  towns  in  18:U,  the  amount  had  swelled  to 

in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  be-  348,750   barrels.     The  number  of 

gan,  at  an  early  date,   to  cultivate  vessels    employed    in    1831,    was 

their    river    fisheries.      In    1641,  near  400,  and  the  seamen  probablx 

300,000    dry    fish    were    sent   to  exceeded    4,000.      Tiie    probable 

market.     Previously  tothe  Ameri-  value  of  the  mackerel  fishery  for 

can   revolution,  the  cod  fishery  of  1631,  exceeded  $1, .500,000. 

Massachusetts     employed     28,000  Fri)m  .Marblehead   alone    there 

tons  of  shipping  and  4,000  seamen  ;  are  54  vessels  engaged  in  the  bank 

making  an  annual  value  of  industry  cod  fishery,  employing  324  men  and 

and  enterprise  of  about  9 1,000,000.  46  boy  s«   In  1 832,  their  product  con« 

In  1775  Great  Britain  broke  up  this  sisted  of  60,000  quintals  offish,  810 

profitable  en)ployment,  by  prohibit-  barrels  of  oil,  valued  at  $160,000, 

ing  the  colonies  the  exercise  of  the  and  sounds  and  tongues  valued  at 

right  of  fishery  on    the   banks  of  $6000. 

Newfoundland.     The  restoration  of  Shoe  Manufacturbs. — In   1831 

peace   with   Great  Britain,  revived  the  whole  value  of  boots  and  shocA 

this  branch  of  industry  and  hardy  made  at  Lynn  was  $942,000  :  69 

enterprise,  which  was  further  stimu-  manufactories  ;    total    average    of 

lat^  by  a  bounty  granted  by  con-  stuck  on  hand  4 153,015;  average 

gross  in  1789,  on  exported  fish,  and  to  each  one  $2,550  ;  materials  utied 

a  few  years  after,   to   vessels  em-  in  the  manufacture  worth  8413,350; 

ployed  in   the  business.     In  1807,  of   which  the  /!tu/ifi^cost  898,531, 

71,600  tons  of  shipping  were  em-  sole     leather      8145,236,     ribben 

ployed  in  the  cod  fishery  alone,  and  831,236,  morocco  skins  835,7:^, 

the  average  value  of  exports  from  galloon     817,575,     sheep      skins 

this  country,  of  Ihe  productions  of  819,188,    neats    leather   814,224, 

the  sea,  for  that  and  ihe  four  pre-  domestic     sheeting    88,192,    shoe 

ceding    years,    was    estimated    at  thread  87,401,  Russia  sheeting  and 

83,000,000.     The  unwise   restrk;-  tickienburg    821,936,  sewing  silk 

tions  then  imposed  on  our  commerce,  86,500,  and  even  the  binding  thread 

caused  the  fineries  to  diminish  in  83,955,   and  the    steel  ornaments 

value,   from   that   period   until  the  83>93d ;    all    Ihese,    exclusive  of 

close  of  the  second  war  with  Great  several   thousand  dollars  worth  of 

Britain^     The  return  of  peace  again  rosin,  paste  and  other  small  articles* 

efifected  tbeir  revival,  and  the  very  The  total  number  of  boots  and  shoes 

next  year  684OUO  tons  of  vessels,  made  was  1,675,781;  average  nuoo- 

employing    10,000    seamen,  were  ber  of  journeyman  employed  1,741 ; 

again  upon  the  ocean.     In  1804  the  of  binders  1,675,  in  the  whole  busU 

number    of  barrels    of   mackerel  ness,  about  seven  eighths   of   the 

packed  in  Massachusetts  was  8,079;  working  people  of  the  town,  besides 

:in  1811,  19,000.     The  war  nearly  some  hundreds  from  other  towns. 

^destroyed  this  business ;  but  in  1815  Lowell. — In  1818  a  sma;ll  satL- 

it  rose  again  to  16,000  barrels.     In  net  mill,  employing  about  20  hands, 

1820  the  increase  was  so  rapid,  that  was  established  in  this  piace,  whksh 

the    number    of     barrels    packed  was  then  a  small  part  of  Chelmsford, 

amounted  to  236,243.     This  was  and  contained    about  two  hundred 

^before  the  separation  of  Maine.     In  inhabitaots.      The  town  embraoos 
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•bout  four  miles  aquara,  and  is  situa*  facture  of  which  about  80,000  lbs* 

led  where  the  Concord  falls  into  the  of  wool  are  used  per  annum. 

Merrimack  river.     The   chief  fail  The  quantity  of  wool  munufactu* 

however  is  derived  from  the  Merri.  red  annually    into    cassimeres,  is 

<nack«  by  a  canal  sixty  feet  wide,  an^  about  150,000  lbs.,  making  about 

-eight  feet  deep,  extending  from  above  150*000  yards, 

the  falls  to  the  Concord  river.     In  The  Lowell  carpet  manufactory 

1923  this  canal,  which  had  been  used  is  in  itself  a  curiosity ;  68  luoms  are 

for  the  conveyance  of  lumber  round  kept  in  operation   by  hand  labour, 

4he  rapids,  was  bought,  together  with  viz:  50  for  ingrained  or  Kidder, 

a  lirge  tract  of  land,  by  the  lock  and  minster  carpeting,  10  for  Brussels, 

•canal    company.       In    1825    the  and  eight  for  j-ugs  of  various  kinds. 

Merrimack  manufacturing  company  140,000  lbs.  of  wool  in  the  course 

4ira8    founded,     with  a    capital  of  of  a  year,  are  manufactured  into' 

81*500,000;   the  same    year    the  rich    and    beautiful     carpets,    the 

Hamilton,  with  acapitalof 9800,000.  colours  of  which  will  vie  with  any 

Jo  1828  there  were  incorporated  the  imported.     The  number  of  yards  of 

.Appleton,  Lowell    and   Middlesex  carpeting  made  per  annum,  is  up. 

•companies,   with  capitals  of  half  a  wards   of   120,000,    besides  rugs, 

.million  each,  the  Mossix  falls  with  The    operatives    employed  in   all 

dOO,000,  and  the  Lowell  brewery  these  mills  receive  fur  their  labour 

with  $50,00.  about  $1,200,000  per  annum. 

In  1830  there  were  inoorporated.  The  Lawrence  company's  mills 

•the  Suffolk,  with  $450,000  capital,  will<;ontain  about  16,500  additional 

4he  Zemount,  $500,000,  aad  the  spindles  ibr  <M)tton,  and  550  looms, 

Lawrence,  1,200,000.  and  will  use  2,500,000  lbs.  of  raw 

The  whole  amount  of  capital  in-  cotton  annually,  furnishing  employ. 

Tested,  is  6,150,000  dollars.     The  ment  ibr  700  operatives. 

number  of  large  mills  in  actual  ope-  The    Middlesex    company    has 

ration  is  19 ;  these  mills  are  each  lately  erected  another  mill  for  the 

4ibout  157  feet  in  length  and  45  feet  manufacture    of  cassimeres     and 

in  breadth— of  brick,  five  Tories  broadcloths,  which  is  said  to  be  one 

high,  each  averaging  from  ten  to  of  the  first  manufacturing  edifices  in 

thirteen  feet  high,lhus  giving  oppor-  the  United  States.     It  is  153  feet  in 

lunity  for  a  free  circulation  of  air.  lent^th,  by  46^  and  six  stories  high. 

The  aggregate  number  of  spindles  Nearly  1,000,000  of  bricks  has  been 

used  is  84,000,  .looms  3,000.     The  used  in  iu  constructbn.     It  will  go 

whole  number  of  operatives  em-  into  operation  in  about  two  montlia, 

ployed   is  about   5,000,  of  whk:h  and  will  contain  2,880  spindles,  and 

1»200  are  males,  8,800  are  females.  64  looms  for  cassimeres,  and  40  for 

The  quantity  of  raw  cotton  used  in  broadcloths.   It  will  work  up  about 

these  mills  per    annum,    exceeds  300,000  lbs.  of  wool  annually,  and 

7,000,000  lbs.,  or  20,000  bales.  The  employ  about  225  operatives. 

number  of  yards  of  cotton  goods  of       The  edifice  in  which  all  the  ma- 

rarious  qualities  manufactured  an-  <chinery  employed  in  the  mills  is 

nually,  is  about  27^000,000.  In  this  manufactured,  is  termed  tne<<ma. 

estimate  is  included  about  2,000,000  chine-shop,"  belonging  to  the  locks 

.of  yards  of  course  mixed  cotton  and   and  canal  company,  and  is  probably 

woollen  negro  clothingi  in  the  manu.   the  largest  «'  shop"  in  the  country^ 
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being  buih  of  brick,  four  stories 
high,  2*20  feet  in  length,  and  45  fi-et 
in  width.  About  200  machinists, 
some  of  them  the  most  skilful  and 
ingenious  workmen  in  tf\e  United 
States,  or  in  the  world,  are  con- 
stantly employed.  About  600  tons 
of  cast  and  wrought  iron,  two  thirds 
of  which  at  least  are  of  American 
production,  are  annually  converted 
into  machinery,  besides  a  large 
quantity  of  imported  steel. 

It  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
6,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  are 
annually  consumed  in  the  Lowell 
manufacturing  establishments  and 
maohine-shop,  besides  immense 
quantities  of  charcoal  and  pine,  and 
hard  wood  fuel. 

The  rail  road  between  this  place 
and  Boston  was  laid  out  through 
the  whole  line  in  1832,  and  was 
rapidly  pressed  towards  completion 
b  1833. 

Trial  of  maoistrates. — ^The 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  Boston  were 
presented  and  tried  in  1833  for  hav- 
ing  omitted  to  make  a  return  of 
•ihe  votes  given  to  Mr.  Odiorne, 
the  anti-masonic  candidate  for  con- 
gress. The  omission  seems  to  have 
been  purely  accidental ;  the  jyry 
found  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

Legislation. — The  legislature 
commenced  its  annual  session  the 
1st  Wednesday  of  January,  1833. 

On  the  5th,  the  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor  elect  appear- 
ed before  a  convention  of  the  two 
houses  and  took  the  customary 
tMiths  of  office. 

In  his  address  to  the  legislature, 
the  governor  expresses  an  opinion, 
that  the  vending  of  ardent  spirits  is 
a  subject  that  demands  the  attention 
of  the  legislature.  The  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  Maine  has  been  very 
productive,— on0  hundred  and  eiglUp 
ikaiuand  doUart  having  been  realiz- 


ed from  that  source.  Owing  to  the 
inereased  prices  of  wild  lands,  the 
commonwealth's  property  in  the 
state  of  Maine  continues  undiminish* 
4ed.  The  governor  re(*ommends 
that  additional  powers  be  conferred 
on  the  land  agent.  The  trigono- 
metrical survey  of  the  state,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  new  and 
correct  map,  is  going  on,  and  will 
probably  be  completed  in  the  course 
of  another  year.  The  geological 
survey  is  already  completed.  A 
commission,  agreeably  to  a  resolve 
of  the  last  legislature,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  collate,  arrange,  and  re- 
vise the  statute  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth, but  the  commissioners 
have  not  yet  made  much  progress. 
The  state  lunatic  hospital  is  just 
completed.  The  state  prison  is  in 
a  must  prosperous  condition,  and 
the  balance  in  its  favour,  aAer  pay- 
ing all  expenses,  exceeds  84000. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
at  the  January  session  of  1883, 
passed  two  hundred  and  twenty -two 
acts ;  of  which,  one  hundred  and 
'  six  are  acts  establishing  new  cor- 
porations. 

Actions,  parties  to. — At  any 
time  before  issue  joined,  on  a  plea 
of  nonjoinder  of  a  party  as  defend- 
ant in  any  action  founded  on  debt 
or  contract,  the  plaintiff  may,  on 
motion,  be  allowed  to  amend  his 
writ,  by  inserting  the  name  of  any 
other  persons  as  defendants ;  and 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
on  said  amended  writ,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  the  original  writ  issued  in 
the  action,  saving,  however,  to  the  ' 
plaintiff  the  benefit  of  any  attach, 
ment,  endorsement  or  security  had 
upon  the  service  of  the   first  writ. 

Seven  academies  and  three  fe- 
male seminaries  were  incorpora- 
ted. 

Taxes. — In  lieu  of  all  duties  here- 
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lA{bre  imposed  on  sates  by  auction,  of  bushels;  and  the  boxes  are  to  be 

shares  m  the  corporate  property  of  first  duly  sealed;  in  case  of  viola- 

turapike  road,  bridge*  canal,  railroad  tion  of  this  act,  the  offender  forfeits 

and  rail  way  companies,  and  in  incur*  one  dollar  for  each  offence,  to  the- 

porated  athensums   and   libraries,  use  of  him  who  shall  sue  for  the 

there  is  to  be  paid  one  tenth  of  one  per  same, 

cent,  on  the  amount  of  such  sates.  Two  companies  were  incorporated 

The  assessors  of  towns  and  dis-  for  the  purpose:  of  mining  and  veod- 

tricts  are  not  to  be  responsible  for  ing  c^i,  with  capitals  of  8600,000 

the  assessment  of  any  tax  upon  the  and  82^0,000.. 

inhabitants  of  any  school  district.  An  act  was  passed  to  divide  the 

WMen  the  clerk  thereof  shall   have  state  into  twelve  districts  for  the 

certified  to  |9aid  assessors,  that  such  choice  of   representatives  in  con* 

tax   was  voted  to  be  raised  at  a  gress,  and  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 

legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  election. 

such  school  district ;  but  the  liabili-  Poos. ^Any      two      justices 

ty,if  any,  shall  rest  solely  with  said  of     the  quorum,  in    any   county 

school  district.  except  Suffolk,  may  liberate  from 

Banks    and  Banking. — If  any  prison  any  poor  convict  within  the 

person  shall  issue  or  pass  any  note,  county  for  which  they  are  commis- 

bill,   order  or    check,   other  than  sioned,  if  it  appear  that  he  has  coo. 

foreign  bills  of  exchange,  the  notes  tinued  in  prison,  for  three  months, 

or  bilLs  of  some  bank  incorporated  for  fine   and  costs  only,   and  that 

by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  he  has  no>  property. 

or  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  Corporations. — Whenever,  by 

or  of  some  one  of  the  United  States,  reason  of  the  death,  or  other   legal 

or   by  the    taws  of  either  of  the  impediment  of  the  ofiicers  of  any 

British  Provinces  in  North  America,  corporation,  there  shall  be  no  per. 

with  the  intent  that  the  same  shall  son  authorized  to  call  or  preside  at 

be  circulated  as  currency,  he  is  to  a  legal  meeting  thereof,  any  justice 

forfeit  for  every  such   offence  fifty  of  the  peace    in  the  county  where 

dollars.  the  corporation  is  situated,  is  au* 

Fourteen  banking  companies  were  thorized>  on  the  written  application 

incorporated,  the  aggregate  capital  of  five  of  the  proprietors,  or  other 

stock     of     which     amounts     to  legal  members  thereof,  to  issue  a 

$d,250,000.     Six   banks  were  aU  warrant  to  either  of  said  proprietors* 

lowed  to  increase  their  capital  stocks  directing  him  to  call  a  meeting  of 

by  sums  amounting  in  the  whole  to  said  corporation,  and  said  meeting, 

0450,000.      Two ,  savings    banks  when  duly   organized,  may  el'tct 

were  also  incorporated.  ofiicers  to  fill  vacancies,  and    act 

Bmdges.^- 1  wo  companies  were  upon  such  other  business   as  may 

incorporated.  be  transacted  at  regular  meetings  of 

An  act  was  passed  in  relation  to  a  corporation. 

Warren  bridge.  The  mode  of   calling  the   first 

Charcoal,  A  DMBAS17BBMENT  OP.—  meeting  of  all  corporations,  shall 

In  the  sale  of  charcoal,  it  is  to  be  be  by  a  notice,  setting  forth  the  time» 

measured  in  boxes  of  the  following  place  and  purposes  of  the  meeting, 

capacities,  viz.  two    bushels,  five  signed  by  any  one  or  more  of  the 

bushels,  ten    bushels,  and  twenty  persons  named  in  the  act  of  iscor* 
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poration,  and  seven  days  at  least  selectmen  a  list  of  all  persons  fronr 
previously  to  the  meeting,  d'-livered  whom  they  shall  have  received  pay- 
to  each  member,  or  published  in  ment  of  any  state  or  coumy  tax,* 
some  newspaper  in  the  county  subsequently  of  the  next  pre- 
where  the  corporation  may  be  es*  eeding  return ;  and  the  select* 
tablished,  or  if  there  be  no  newspa-  men  are  to  post  up  lists  of  voCerSt 
per  in  the  county,  then  in  some  ad-  ten  days  at-  least  before  the  second 
jacent  county  ;  but  the  notice  of  the  Monday  of  November,  annually, 
first  meeting  of  religious  societies  The  officers*  of  the  several  town» 
may  be  affixed  to  some  conspicu-  are  to  mak-e  and  seal  up  a  sepa*- 
ous  part  of  their  meeting-houses,  rate  list  of  the  persons  voted  for  a» 
Nothing  in  this  act  is  to  affect  any  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  ceun* 
existing  provisions  of  law.  sellers  and  senators,  and  representa* 
Whenever  any  process  shall  be  tives  in  congress,  and  transmit  tho 
commenced,  which  shall  by  law  be  same  to  the  secretary  ef  state,  or 
required  to  be  served  upon  any  to  tho  sheriffs  of  their  respective 
monied  corporation,  the  service  counties.  The  seals  are  not  to  be 
thereof  may  be  made  upon  the  offi.  broken,  until  they  are  delivered  te 
cer  having  charge  of  their  business,  the  two  branches  of  tbe  general 
not  less  than  fourteen  days  before  court,  or  to  the  exeoutive  authe** 
the  Sitting  of  the  court*  rity. 

All  petitions  for  acts  of  incorpo-        iSelectmen,  before  entering  en  the 

ration  for  canal,  rail  road,  or  turnpike  execution  of  their'  official  duties^  are 

road  companies,  shall  be  accompa-  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  that 

nied  by  plans  of  the  proposed  route,  they  will  faithfully  discharge  those 

profiles  of  the  la«id  proposed  to  be  duties  respecting  aH^  elections, 
taken,  embankments  and  cuttings,         Escape. — Na    slierif*,    deputy 

and  a  report  of  the  character  of  the  sheriff,  coroner,  constable,  or  deputy 

soil,  estimated  expense  of  the  work,  jailor,  shall  be  Kable  to  be  sued  is 

The   plans  are  to  be  drafted  on  a  an  action  of  debt,  for  any  escape, 
horizontal  scale  of  eighty  rods  to       Farm  School.-^ An  act  was  past^ 

an  inch,  and  on   a  perpendicular  ed  incorporating  the  proprietors  of 

scale  of  fifty  feet  to  an  inch,  and  the  Boston  Farm  School,    for  the 

shall    also    exhibit   the   true    ani  education  and  reformation  ef  boy8» 

magnetic  meridian  ;  they  are  to  be  who  are  exposed  to  extraordmary 

retained  in  the  state  library.  tempt  ition  and  are  in  danger  of  be- 

HiOHWAT. — No  petition  for  a  jury  coming  vicious  or  useless*  members 

to  alter  or  discontinue  any   high,  of  society. 

way,  or  to  estimate  damages,  or  for        Forgery  and  Coitnterfxitino.-* 

a  committee,  if  the  same  is  or  shall  If  any  person  shallhave  in  hiepos* 

be  agreed  upon,  shall  abate  by  the  session  any  counterfeit  bill  or  nc»te» 

death    of  the    petitioner  ;  but  his  in  the  similitude  of  the  billis  or  notes 

executor  or  administrator,  or  the  payable  to  the  t>earQr  thereof,  issued 

heirs  or  devisees,   or  the  surviving  by  any  bank,    which  shall  purport 

petitioner  or  petitioners,  mny  prose-  to  be  established    in   any  foreign 

cute  the  petition  to  effect.  state,  knowing  it  to  be  counterfeit* 

Elections. — ^The   collectors  of  he  shall   be  punished  by  solitary 

state    and  county    taxes,    are  re-  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  ex* 

qnired,  in  February  and  Oetober  eaeding  three  months,  and  br  cob* 

in  every  year,  to    return   to   the  finement  aflerwarcbtebard  laboar 
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for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  if  the  plaintiff'or  petitioner  is  not  an 

or  by  fine  not  exceedinj]^  81000  and  inhabitant  of  the  state,  shall,  before 

imprisonment  notexceeding  one  year,  they  shall  be  entered,  be  endorsed 

If  any    person  shall    engrave,  by  some  responsible  inhabitant. of 

form,  make  or  mend     any   plate,  the  state. 

paper,  rolling  press,  or  other  tool,  If  during  the  pendency  of  any  of 

designed  for  forging  any  such  bill,  the  processes  aforesaid,  the  plaintiff 

or  shall  have  them  in  his  possession  or  petitioner  remove  out  of  the  state, 

for  that  purpose,  he  is  liable  to  the  the  court,  on  motion,   shall    order 

same   punishment,  except  that  the  him  to  procure  sufih  endorser ;  if 

fine  in  this  case  is  not  to  exceed  the    plaintiff  or    petitioner  fall  to 

8500.  comply  with  such  order,^  the  pro« 

In    all   prosecutions  for  offences  cess  is  to  be  dismissed, 

described  in  the  first  section,  the  In  case  of  the  avoidance  or  ina- 

testimony  of  the  president  or  cashier  bility  of  the  plaintiff  or  petitioner, 

of  any  such  bank  may  be  dispensed  the  endorser  of  such  process  is  to 

with,  and  the  testimony  of  other  be  liable  for  the  costs  to  the  defend- 

witnesses  is  to  be  admitted.  ant. 

GitARDiANS. — Judges  of  probate  Insitrancb  Companies. — Where 

are  authorized  to  appoint  guardians  an  insurance  company   has  expired 

to    persons  residing  on  lands,  not  by  the  limitation  of  its  charter,  any 

included  in  any  incorporated  towns ;  stockholder  may  apply  to  the  sui 

and  the  duties  now  required  of  select-  preme  court,  for  the  appointment  of 

men   relative  to  the  appointment  of  two  or  more  trustees,  to  settle  the 

guardians,  are  to  be  performed  by  affairs  of  the  company, 

the  assessors  of  the  several  districts,  Eight  insurance  companies  were 

and  if  there  are  no  assessors,  by  the  incorporated,  whose  united  capitals 

selectmen  of  the  oldest  adjoining  amount  to  81,000,000 ;  five  mutual 

town*  insurance  companies  were  also  in- 

The  county  commissioners  of  any  corporaied. 

county,  are  authorized  to  establish  Lotteries. — Lotteries  were  pro- 

the  whole  or  any  part  of  any  turn*  hibited,  also  the  sale  of  any  ticket  ii) 

pike  road  lying  in  such  county,  as  any  lottery  not  authorized  by  the 

a  common  highway,  with  the  assent  laws  of  the  state,  under  a  penalty  of 

of  the  turnpike  corporation  and  of  not   less  than  8100  nor  more  than 

the  towns  through  which  it  passes.  82000. 

The  county  commissioners  are  to  AH    money   drawn  and  received 

have  power  to  allov^  to  the  corpora,  by  any  inhabitant  or  resident  of  this 

tion  reasonable  damages,  to  be  paid  state  upon  any  lottery  ticket,  dz;c. 

out  of  the  county  treasury  ;  but  a  purchased  therein,  is  forfeited  to  the 

part  of  the  damages,  not  exceeding  state. 

one  half,  is*  to  be  paid  into  the  coun.  Lttnatics. — The  judges  of  probater 

ty  treasury  by  the  towns,  &c.  in  the  several  counties,  are  author. 

All  original  writs,  writs  of  error,  ized  to  commit  to  the  hospital  any 

acire  facias,  or  review,  bills  in  equity,  lunatic,  who  in  their  opinion  is  so 

libels  for  divofce,  petitions  for  par.  furiously  mad  a»to  render  it  manifest- 

tition,  mandamus,   certiorari,   new  1y  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 

trial,  review,  or  for  a  sale  by  me-  oft  he  community,  that,  such  lunadc 

chanics  and  others,  having  by  law  should  continue  at  large* 

a  li«n  upon  any  buildiogi  or  land.  Three     land     companies^   witb 
31 
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82,000,000    capital,  and   nineteen    refusal,  the  judge  may  empower  (he 
manufacturing  companies,  were  in-    claimant  to  institute  a  suit  at  com. 
oorporated;  the  aggregate  capital    moo   law  for  the  recovery  of  the 
stock  which  they  are  authorized  to    same, 
hold  amounts  to  8*2,825,000.  In  any  suit  hrought  hy  virtue  of 

Mortgages. — Whenever  a  bill  in  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  ex- 
equity  shall  be  brought  for  the  re-  ecutor  or  administrator  may  prove, 
demption  of  a  mortgage,  the  plaintiff  under  the  general  issue,  that  he  has 
shall  pay  to  the  defendant  his  costs,  fully  administered  on  said  estate,  or 
unless  itsball  appear  to  the  court  that  that  there  is  only  sufficient  remain- 
the  mortgagee  has  refused  or  unrea-  ing  to  pay  the  said  claim  in  part; 
sonably  neglected,  to  render  a  true  and  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  in  order' 
account  of  the  money  due  on  the  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  pro* 
mortgage,  or  has  otherwise  by  his  perty  so  remaining,  that  the  same 
default  prevented  the  plaintiff  from  should  be  sold,  the  court  are  to  con- 
performing  the  condition  of  the  tinue  the  suit  until  the  sale  can  be 
mortgage  before  the  commence-  made, 
jnent  of  thesuit.  This  act  is  not  to  extend  to  any 

An  act  was  passed  to  prevent  case,  where  such  estate  shall  prove 
fraud  in  the  sale  of  oils.  to  be  insolvent,  or  where  the  petition 

Pbobatb  Court. — After  the  de-  is  not  presented,  and  notice  thereof 
cease  of  any  alien  intestate,  in  this  given  within  four  years  from  the 
state,  leaving  no  widow  or  next  of  granting  of  administration  on  said' 
kin    therein,   administration  of  his    estate. 

foods  and  estate  shall,  within  thirty  Recognisaivce. — In    all    cases 

ays,  be  granted  to  the  consul  or  where  a  city,  town,  parish,  or  pre- 
vice  consul  who  shall  have  been  cinct  shall  be  required  by  law  to  eq- 
duly  appointed  for  the  state  by  ter  into  a  recognisance,  the  mayor 
the  government  in  which  such  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  the  select- 
alien  shall  have  been  born.  Af-  men  of  the  town,  and  the  assessors 
ter  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days,  of  the  parish  or  precinct,  respective* 
the  judge  of  probate  may  commit  ]y,  may,  by  an  order  or  vote,  au* 
administration  of  such  estate  to  thorize  any  person  to  enter  into 
some  of  the  principal  creditors,  such  recognisance  in  behalf  of  such 
and,  in  case  of  their  refusal  or  city,  &c.  which  shall  be  binding 
neglect,  to  such  other  person  as  upon  such  city. 
the  judce  shall  think  fit.  Rail-roads. — An  act  was  passed 

In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  to  establish  the  Andover  and  Wil- 
has  been  or  shall  be  prevented  mington  rail-road  corporation,  for  the 
from  prosecuting  his  or  her  claim  to  purpose  of  constructing  a  rail-road 
the  commissioners  of  insolvency  on  fiom  Andover  to  the  Isowell  rail- 
any  estate  duly  represented  insol-  road  in  Wilmington.  The  western 
vent,  within  the  time  limited  by  law  railroad  corporation  was  incorpora- 
&rthe  presentation  of  claims  against  ted,  and  authorized  to  construct  a 
such  estate,  the  judge  of  probate  rail-road  from  the  western  termina- 
may,  upon  the  petition  of  such  per-  tion  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
S3n,  and  notice  to  the  executor  rail-road  to  Springfield,  and  thence 
or  administrator,  authorize  the  ex-  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state, 
ecutor  or  administrator  to  pay  the '  towards  the  Hudson  river, 
claim ;  and  in  ease  of  his  neglect  or    *  An  act  was  also  passed  to  in* 
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«&rporate  the  Worcester  and  Nor-  ,  When  any  married  man  has  here- 

wich  rail.road  company.  tofore  absented,  or  may  hereafter 

A  general  act  was  passed  to  de-  absent  himself  from  the  state,  aban- 

fine  the  rights  and  duties  of  rail-road  doning  his   wife,  without  sufficient 

corporations   in    laying    out   their  provision   for  her   support,  the  su. 

roads,  <S2c. ;  it  also   prescribes  the  preme  court  may,  upon  her  applica- 

mDde  of  transferring  shares.  tion,  authorize  any  person  holding 

Religious  Societies. — Nineteen  money  or  other  personal  estate,  to 

religious  societies  were  incorporated,  which  her  husband  may  be  entitled 

Schools  and  School  Districts,  in   her  right,  to  pay  or  deliver  the 

Whenever,   at    any    meeting  of  a  same  or  any  part   thereof  to  her; 

school  district,  a  clerk  of  such  dis-  and  her  release  or  discharge  shall  be 

trict  shall  be  chosen,  and  no  justice  as  valid  as  if  made  by  the  husband, 

of  the  peace  shall  be  present  to  ad*  The  following  resolves  were  also 

minister  the  oath  •  required  by  law,  passed. 

the  moderator  of  the  meeting  is  au-  ResoheSf  In  relation  to  a  bill  now 

thorized  to    administer    the  same,  pending  in  the  congress  of  the  United 

Sheriffs. — Sheriffs  are  authoriz-  States, 

ed  to  appoint  special  deputies  in  any  WhereaSf    The    committee    of 

of  the  counties  of  the  state,  to  ex-  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of 

ecute  those  duties  only  which  depu-  representatives  of  the  United  States, 

ty  sheriffs  are   empowered  to  per*  have  reported  a  bill  for  the  further 

form  by  Sl  1820,  c.  52.  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imported 

Trustee  Process. — Any  party  goods,  the  passage  of  which  into  a 
who  may  be  authorized  to  sue  out  law  would  materially  afiect  the  in- 
an  original  writ,  returnable  to  the  terestsof  the  people  of  this  common- 
supreme  court,  for  the  recovery  of  wealth,  and 
any  sum  of  money,  shall  be  entitled  WkereaSy  It  is  important  that  the 
to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  court  should  ' 
several  acts  concerning  the  trustee  be  expressed  upon  the  subject,  in  or* 
process ;  and  an  original  writ  may  der  that  the  senators  and  representa* 
be  issued  undeF'  the  seal  of  the  su.  tives  of  this  commonwealth  may  be 
preme  court.  better  enabled  to  understand,  and 

Turnpike    Corporations. — An  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  their 

act  was  passed  providing  a  mode  of  constituents ;  therefore 

calling  meetings  of  such  corpora.  1.  Resolved  by  the  senate  and 

tions,  when    the    regular    meeting  house  of  representatives  of  the  com- 

may  have  been  omitted.  numweaUh  of  Massachusetts  in  gene- 

Wharves. — Thirteen  acts  were  ral  court  assembled^  That  the  pas. 

passed  authorizing  the  construction  sage  into  a  law  of  the  bill  for  the 

and  extension  of  wharves,  <S2c.  further  reduction  of  the  duties  on 

Widows  and  Marribd  Women,  imported  goods,  now  pending  in  the 

Whenever  any  widow  shall  waive  house  of  representatives  of  the  Uni* 

the  provision  made'  for  her  in  the  ted  States,  would  prostrate  the  prin- 

will  of  her  deceased  husband,  the  cipcd  branches  of  our  domestic  man* 

judge  of  probate  may  make  to  her  ufactures,  destroy  our  agricultural 

•uch  allowances  from  the  personal  enterprise,  paralize  our  commerce 

estate  of  the  testator,  as  he  is  now  and  fisheries,  and  comdemn  to  bank, 

authorized  to  make   to  widows  of  ruptcy  and  ruin  thousands  of  our 

persons  deceased  intestate.  most  industrious  and    enterprisiiig 
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citizens,  and  materially  affect  in  the  any  general  subject,  than  one  in 

most  injurious  manner  the  prosperi-  whica  it  should  be  accidentally  em* 

ty  of  the  whole  countiy.  barrassed  by  a  particular  incident 

2.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  usage  of  a  novel,  dangerous  and  irritating 
and  the  duty  of  enlightened  and  pru-  character,  and  that  a  prudent,  firm 
dent  governments,  to  proceed  with  and  patriotic  government  would  on 
great  deliberation  in  their  legisiution  no  account  expose  the  great  inter, 
on  all  important  subjects,  and  that  ests  of  the  people  to  the  risk  which 
no  greater  political  evil  can  well  be  they  would  run,  by  being  debated 
imagined,  than  frequent  and  rapid  and  decided  upon  in  the  midst  of  civil 
changes  of  the  laws,  especially  such  commotions. 

as  affect  the  property  and  industry  4.  Resolved^  That   the  bill  now 

of  th.9  citizens  : — that  for  congress,  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways 

afler  having  recently  revised  the  and  means,  is  not  merely  an  injudi* 

revenue  laws  with  great  considera-  clous  and  impolitic  attempt  to  legls* 

lion,  and  made  a  new  arrangement  late,  under  circumstances  unfavour- 

of  them  by  an  unexpectedly  large  able  to  a  calm  and  cool  considera. 

and  satisfactory  majority,  to  take  tion  of  the  subject,  but  wears  upon 

up  the  subject  again  before  the  new  the  face  of  it  the  aspect  of  submis- 

law  has  even  gone  into  operation,  sion,  and  that  it  grants  substantially 

and  at  a  short  session,  when  the  what  South  Carolina  demands ;  that, 

little  time  at  their  disposal  is  plainly  taking  into  view,  in  connexion  with 

insufficient  for  a  careful  examina-  its  tenor  and  objects,  the  manner  in 

.tion  of  it,  would  be  a  proceeding  which  it  has  been  brought  forward, 

manifestly   at    variance    with    the  and  pressed  upon  the  consideration 

plainest  rules  of  discretion,  and  only  of  congress,  it  amounts  to  nothing 

to  be  justified  by  the  intervention  of  less  than  a  proposal   to  sacrifice,, 

some  very  great  change  in  the  po-  and  that  in  a  precipitate   manner, 

litical  situation  of  the  country.  inconsistent  with   our  ideas  of  na* 

3.  Resolved^  That  since  the  pas-  tional  honour  and  dignity,  the 
.«age  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  rights  and  prosperity  of  twenty- three 
congress,  which  has  not  yet  gone  of  the  states  to  the  menaces  of  one. 
into  operation,  no  change  has  occur.  5.  Resolved^  That  while  we 
red  In  the  political  situation  of  the  cannot  for  a  moment  anticipate  the 
country  of  a  nature  to  afiect  the  ac-  possibility  of  the  passage  into  a  law 
tion  of  the  government  upon  the  of  a  bill  of  this  description,  in  aeon* 
subject,  except  the  assembling,  and  gress,  which,  within  a  fbw  months, 
acts  of  the  South  Carolina  conven.  has,  by  a  large  majority,  pledged 
tion,  by  which  that  state  threatens  itself  to  the  policy  which  it  is  now 
to  secede  from  the  union,  Uiiless  the  proposed  to  abolish,  we  yet  deem  it 
protecting  policy  be  immediately  our  duty  formally  to  protest  against 
abandoned ;  and  that  these  proceed,  the  adoption  of  the  measure  pro- 
ings,  far  from  affording  a  sufficient  posed,  as  subversive  of  the  best  in- 
motive  for  new  legislation  on  the  terests  of  the  country,  derogatory  to 
subject  at  the  present  moment,  would  the  national  honour,  and  involving  a 
fbrmofthemselves  a  strong  objection  gross  and  palpable  abuse  of  power 
to  it ;  that  no  moment  could  well  be  in  the  government. 

imagined  less  favourable  for  a  cool  6.  Resolved^    That    whilst    the 

and    dispassionate   exan^ination   of  people  of  this  commonwealth,  in  the 
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apirit  of  patriotism  and  of  fraternal 
conciliation,  are  ready,  at  all  times, 
to  submit  to  such  reasonable  changes 
of  national  policy,  as  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  whole  country  shall 
require  for  the  Common  good,  they 
are  not  bound  silently  to  acquiesce 
in  destructive  revolutions  in  princi- 
pies  and  policy,  effected  by  threats 
of  violence  through  the  forms  but  in 
contempt  of  the  spirit  and  power  of 
the  constitution. 

7.  Resolved^  That  our  senators 
in  congress  be  instructed,  and  our 


representatives  requested  to  use  all 
the  means  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  bill  reported  by  the  committee 
of  j^ways  and  means,  from  passing 
into  a  law. 

8.  Resolved f  That  his  excellency 
the  governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  these  resolves,  with 
the  report  preceding  them,  to-  each 
of  the  senators  and  representatives 
of  the  commonwealth  in  congress, 
aQd  to  the  governors  of  all  the 
states. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


Banks 

Capital  stock  paid  in    -    -  $7,438,848 

Deposites       1,453,358  83 

Profits  on  hand  -  -  .  -  232,166  55 
Debts  due  firom  the  banks  on 

interest        128,668  38 

Bills  in  circulation  -  -  -  1,264,394  03 
Debts  due  from  directors  -  928,235  06 
Debtodue  from  stockholders  742,597  80 
Debts  due  from  all  others  -    7,521,013  67 

Specie 403,696  52 

Bills  of  other  banks  -  -  273,934  13 
Deposito  in  other  banks  -  293,564  11 
Bank  and  other  stocks  -    -        79,862  33 

Real  estate 213,794,  41 

Furniture  and  other  property  41,385  70 
Increase  of  capital  stock  since 

last  report    -----  3,075 

Blackstone  canal  stock  -    -       155,750 

Expenses 2,250  98 

Dividends 436  25 

Elections — (1833) — Members  of 
congress, 

Whole  number  of  Votes,    -    -  5,350 

Tristam  Burges 3,162 

DuteeJ.  Pearce 2,073 

WiUdns  Updike 1,904 

Tristam  Burges  elected,  and  no 
other  person. 

At  a  subsequent  etoctioo  in  No. 
Tember,  Mr.  Pearoe  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  423  over  Mr.  Dixon. 

FA.  Ashur  Robbins  was  elected 
■Boator  from  March  9, 1838*  The 
votawasyfor 


Robbins     -.-....  41 

E.  R.  Potter        A 

D.  J.  Pearct         19 

June.        For  Gwemor. 

John  B.  Francis    -    -    -    -    .       -  4,025 
Lemuel  H.  Arnold    ....         3,279 

Common  scHooLS.-^The  whole 
number  of  public  schools  in  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island  is  323.  This  is  an 
average  of  about  ten  schools  to  each 
town  in  the  stata  The  whole  num. 
ber  of  scholars  taught  in  these  pub* 
lie  schools  is  17,034.  This  is  an 
average  of  aboqt  53  scholars  to 
each  school.  The  ave'rage  time 
these  schools  are  continued  in  each 
year  is  three  months.  These  schools' 
are  all  supported  without  laying  any 
state  tax  upon  the  people. 

Legislation — Agents  and  Fac- 
tors.— Every  person  in  whose  name 
any  merchandise  shall  be  shipped, 
shall  be  deemed  the  true  owner 
thereof,  so  far  as  to  entitle  the  con- 
signee  to  a  lien  thereon,  for  any 
money  advanced  or  negotiable  note 
given  by  such  consignee,  for  the 
use  of  the  person  in  whose  name 
«uch  shipment  shall  be  made ;  provi- 
ded that  such  consignee  shall  not 
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have  previous  notice,  that  such  per- 
son  is  not  the  actual  owner  thereof. 
Any  person  intrusted  with  any 
goods  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or 
any  bill  of  lading,  or  any  warrant 
or  order  for  the  delivery  of  goods, 
shall  be  deemed  to  bo  the  true  owner 
of  the  goods,  so  far  as  to  give  the 
same  validity  to  his  contracts  for  the 
sale  or  disposition  of  the  same,  or 
for  the  deposit  or  pledge  thereof,  as  if 
such  contracts  had  been  so  made  by 
the  Bona  fide  owner ;  provided  that 
the  person  so  contracted  with  shall 
not  have  notice  that  the  person  so 
intrusted  is  not  the  actual  aud  bona 
fide  owner.  Any  person  who  shall 
accept  or  take  any  such  goods  or 
documents,  in  deposit  or  pl^ge  from 
any  such  agent,  as  security  for  any 
antecedent  debt  or  demand,  shall 
not  acquire  thereby  any  right  to 
such  goods,  &c.  other  than  was 
possessed  by  such  agent  at  the  tune 
of  the  deposit  or  pledge. 

The  last  section  of  the  act  pro- 
rides  that  if  any  such  agent  or  factor 
shall  deposit  or  pledge  any  goods 
or  any  such  document  as  is  before 
mentioned,  which  shall  have  been 
intrusted  or  consigned  to  his  care 
or  management,  with  any  person  as 
a  security  for  any  money  or  other 
property  borrowed  by  such  agent 
or  factor,  and  shall  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds  thereof  to  his  own  use,  with 
intent  to  defraud  the  owner  thereof, 
he  shall,  on  conviction  on  indictment 
before  the  supreme  court,  be  fined 
not  exceeding  $1000,  and  be  im- 
prisoned for  a  period  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Congress,  Representatives  in. 
If  at  any  election  of  representa- 
tives in  congress,  neither  candidate 
or  only  one  shall  have  a  majority 
of  the  votes,  and  a  new  election  or 
elections  shall  be  ordered,  if  two 
representatives  are  to  be   elected, 


the  two  candidates  having  the  high- 
est number  of  the  votes  given  ai 
such  election  so  ordered  shall  be 
declared  duly  elected ;  and  if  only 
one  of  the  candidates  shall  have 
such  plurality,  then  he  shall  be  de- 
clared duly  elected,  and  another 
election  shall  be  ordered. 

Conveyances. — So  much  of  the 
act  regulating  conveyances  of  real 
estate  as  requires  the  judge,  justice, 
mayor,  or  notary  public,  without  this 
state,  when  taking  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  deeds  of  real  estate,  situate 
within  this  state,  to  certify  the  same 
under  his  seal,  is  repealed 

Females,  imprisonment  of. — 
All  original  writs  issued  against  any 
female,  founded  on  contract  not  un- 
der seal,  shall  be  writs  of  summons 
and  not  writs  of  arrest ;  and  no  ex- 
ecution shall  issue  against  the  body 
of  any  female  in  this  state  on  any 
judgment  founded  on  contract  not 
under  seal,  where  the  debt  or  dama- 
ges recovered  do  not  exceed  850. 
But  this  act  is  not  to  affect  the  re- 
medy on  any  contract  which  now 
exists. 

Lotteries. — No  person  shall 
transact  business  as  a  vender  of 
domestic  lottery  tickets,  Mfithout 
first  obtaining  a  yearly  license  there- 
for from  the  town-council.  For  a 
license  to  sell  in  Providence  the  ap- 
plicant is  required  to  pay  8100; 
but  in  the  other  towns  of  the  state, 
a  less  sum  is  required.  If  any  per- 
son shall  sell  any  domestic  lottery 
ticket  or  part  of  any  such  ticket 
without  license,  he  shall  forfeit 
9100.  The  act  also  empowers 
town-councils,  upon  request  of  the 
applicant,  to  include  in  the  same 
license,  authority  to  sell  foreign  and 
domestic  lottery  tickets,  and  to  trans- 
act business  as  a  money  broker. 

Militia — An  act  was  passed  to 
re-organize  the  militia. 
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OATHS.^If  any  person  shall  ad- 
minister to  any  person  in  this  state 
any  oath,  affirmation  or  ohligation 
in  the  nature  of  an  oath,  not  author- 
ized   by  law,  or  shall   knowingly 
permit     any    such  oath,    <Ssc.     to 
be  administered  to  him,  he  shall 
forfeit  9100  for  the  first  oflTence ; 
uppn  conviction  for  a  second  offence, 
the  party  convicted  shall,  in  addition  . 
to  this  penalty,  be  forever  disqualifi- 
ed for  holdmg  any  office  of  honour 
or  profit  under  this  state. 

Quarantine. — The  governor 
was  authorized  to  employ  ohe  or 
more  vessels  for  the  purpose  ofaid- 
ing  in  enforcing  the  laws  in  relation 
to  quarantine ;  such  vessels  to  be 
tinder  his  directions,  and  the  officers 
and  crews  to  be  removable  at  his 
pleasure.  He  was  also  empowered 
to  provide  a  suitable  hospital,  for 
such  persons  not  citizens  of  this 
state,  as  may  be  attacked  by  the 
Asiatic  cholera. 

The  several  boards  of  health  are 
authorized  to  enact  such  rules  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  to  pre- 


vent  any  person  or  persons,  from 
infected  places,  from  entering  the 
town  or  city  where  such  rules  and 
regulations  shall  be  made,  and  shall 
affix  such  penalties  for  the  breach 
ofsuch  rules  as  to  them  shall  seem 
necessary,  not  exceeding  $100. 

At  the  session  of  1833,  theRhode- 
Island  legislature  in  acting  upon  an 
anti- masonic  memorial  praying  that 
<Uhe  masonic  corporations  should 
be  cited  to  appear  and  show  cause 
why  their  charters  should  not  be  de- 
cliired  void,"  passed  a  resolution 
calling  upon  masonic  bodies,  to 
appear  at  the  next  session,  and  show  , 
cause  why  the  prayer  of  the  peti. 
lioners  should  not  be  granted ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  show  cause  why 
they  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
defend  their  charters." 

Taxation. — 1833. 
Town  taxes    ----.--    S138,590 

State      do. 9,900 

Salaries  of  clergy      ....        25,530 
Expense  of  roads  and  bridges         17,346 

Paupers 29,297 

Education 11,490 


CONNECTICUT. 


Elections. — For  Governor. 

1833.— April,  J.  S.  Peters,  opp.  -  9212 
H.  W.  Edwaids,  Adm.,  -  -  -  -  9030 
Z.  Storrs,  A^ti-mason,  «...    3250 

A  majority  being  required  for  a 
choice,  it  was  lefl  to  the  legislature  to 
select,  and  a  majority  of  that  body 
being  of  the  administration  party» 
H.  W,  Edwards  was  elected  by  147 
TOtes,  Mr.  Peters  receiving  70  votes, 
and  ten  being  blank. 
Statistics  of  ConneclictUt  for  the 
year  1832. 

The  following  is  a  brief  abstract 
of  the  various  subjects  of  taxation, 
as  returned  by  the  assessors  for 
March,  1832 : 

42,852  dwelling  houses,  valu- 
ed at   -    .    .    .1(^1,948,740 
9,62^,676  acres  of  laud    -    -    50,782,455 

1,579  miUs 843,511 

1,096  stores 146,748 


283  distilleries    -    -'. 

54,059 

1,521  manufactories  -    - 

1,637,149 

25  auarries  .... 
183  fisheries  -    -    -    - 

38,350 

98,625 

1  ferry 

200 

34,250  horses,  &c.  ... 

1,290,694 

237,989  neat  cattle    -    -    - 

3,347,557 

271,625  sheep 

333,657 

Silver  plate  ... 

10,614 

5,196  riding  carriages     - 

238,797 

22,893  clocks  and  watches 

174,843 

Bank   stock,    state' 

banks   .... 

8,143,736 

Do.  U.  S.  bank     - 

17,880 

Insurance  stock     - 

53,642 

Turnpike  do.  -     - 

157,362 

Money  at  interest  > 

2,087,976 

Three  folds  -    -    - 

17,679 

Assessments     -    - 

147,683 

Polls  -    -    -    -    , 

689,315 

888,599,388 
Firumces. 
There  was  reoeived  at  the  trea- 
sury durine  the  year  endinc 
the  Slat  of  MaKh,  1833      lM>|309  09 
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Yix: — ^Fiom  interat  on  U.  S. 

three  per  cent  1,383  00 

Tax  on  non-resident 

•wnen  of   bank 

stock  3^17  00 

Arails  of  state  prison    5,000  00 
Diridends  on  bank 

stock,  ,  owned  by 

the  state  35,670  00 

Fines  and  misceUa- 

neoQS  receipu  7,448  00 

State  tax  37S&I  00 

dW,903  00 

The  disUusements  were  71,636  00 


Viz: — For  the  ordinary  exnen- 
ses  of  ^oTemment  60,85*^  00 

For  public  buildings 
and  institutions      10,774  00  / 

671,626  00 

CoWNECnCUT  SCHOOL  FUND. — The 

capital  of  this  fund  consists  of  bonds, 
contracts  and  niortgages,  viz : 

residents  of  the  state 

of  New- York  $575,929  34 
Connecticut  526,387  18 
Massacha'u  233,544  27 
Ohio  88,815  43 

Vermont  7,943  79 

Block  in  Connecticut  banks,     147,450  00 
ColtiTated  lands  and  buildings,  viz : 
In  MassachusetU,  114,020  67 
Connecticut,  65,366  52 

New- York,  17,630  95 

197,018  14 

WikI  lands  in  Ohio,  84,444  66 
New-York,  35,844  40 
Vermont,     13,913  00 

134,302  06 
1,810  00 


M 


(( 


«4 
tt 


(I 


tt 


; 


8todc  and  fanning  utensils, 
Principid  on  hand,  1st  April, 
18^--Cash,  16,638  29 

Sl,929,'738  50 

TATATION. 

Town  taxes,  9398,389 

County  do.  4,871 

State      do.  130,146 

Salaries  of  clergy,  159,779 

Expense  of  roads  and  bridges,  105,609 

Paupers,  do,809 

1833.  MiOf*  The  Connecticut 
river  rose  20  feet  above  the  ordina- 
ry height*  and  occasioned  much 
damage. 

Atmospheb  ic  PhekomsNon. — 
By  Professor  Olmsted. 

Ihe  meteors. — About  day-break 
this  morniogt  cor  sky  preMoted  a 


remarkable  exhibitioQ  of  fire  balli^ 
comoaonly  called  shooting  stars. 
The  attention  of  the  writer  was  first 
called  to^tbe  phenomenon  about 
half  past  five  o'clock,  from  which 
time  until  near  sunrise,  the  appear* 
ance  of  these  meteors  was  striking 
and  splendid,  beyond  any  thing  of 
the  kind  he  has  ever  witnessed  or 
heard  of. 

To  form  some  idea  of  the  pheno. 
jnenon,  the  reader  may  imagine  a 
constant  succession  of  fire  balls,  re- 
sembling sky  rockets,  radiating  in 
all  directions  from  a  point  in  the 
heavens  near  the  zenith,  and  follow- 
ing the  arch  of  the  sky  towards  the 
horizon.  They  proceeded  to  va- 
rious distances  from  the  radiating 
point,  leaving  afler  them  a  vivid 
streak  of  light,  and  usually  explo- 
ding before  they  disappeared.  The 
balls  were  of  various  sizes,  and  de- 
grees of  splendour :  some  were  mere 
points,  but  others  were  larger  and 
brighter  than  Jupiter  or  Venus,  and 
one,  seen  by  a  credible  witness,  be- 
fore the  writer  was  called,  was  judg* 
ed  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  the 
moon.  The  flashes  of  light,  though 
less  intense  than  lightning,  were  so 
bright  as  to  awaken  people  in  their 
beds.  One  ball  that  shot  off  in  the 
north-west  direction,  and  exploded  * 
near  the  star  Capella,  1^  just  be- 
hind the  place  of  explosion,  a  phos- 
phorescent  train  of  peculiar  beauty .^ 
This  line  was  at  first  nearly  straight, 
but  it  shortly  began  to  contract  its 
length,  and  dilate  in  breadth,  and 
assume  the  figure  of  a  serpent  fold- 
ing itself  up,  until  it  appeared  like 
a  small  luminous  cloud  of  vapour. 
This  cloud  was  borne  eastward  by 
the  wind,  opposite  to  the  direction 
in  which  the  meteor  had  proceeded,- 
remaining  in  sight  several  minutes* 
The  light  was  usually  white,  but 
was  occasionally  prismatic,  wMi  a 
predonuDance  of  blue* 
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A  little  before  six  o'clock,  it  ap.  the  radiant  poini  above  mentioDedy 

peared  to  the  company,  that    thd  whether  progressive  or  stationary^ 

point  of  radiation  was  moving  east-  and  of  any  other   facts  relating  to 

ward  from  the  zenith,  when   it  oo-  the  meteors, 
curred  to  the  writer  to  mark   its  Denison  Olmsted. 

place,  accurately,  among  the  fixed      Yale  College^  November  12,  1883. 
stars.     The  point  was  then  seen  to         Legislation. — Public     statutes 

be  in  the   constellation   Leo,  within  passed  at  the  May  session  of  the 

the  bend  of  the  sickle^  a  little  to  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  in  1883. 
westward  of  Gamma  Leonis,  and        Anatomical   subjects. — When- 

not  far  from  Regqlus.     During  the  ever  any   person  shall  die  in  any 

hour  following,  the   radiatii^g  point  town  in  this  state  who  may  be,  at 

remained   stationary    in  the  same  the  time  of  such  death,  supported 

part  of  Leo,  although  the  constei-  by  the  public,  whose  interment  must 

lation  in  the  mean  time,  by  the  diur-  be  at  the  public  expense,  and  in  case 

nai  revolution,  moved  westward  to  no   kindredj  relation,  or  friend  of 

the  meridian,  nearly   15  degrees,  such  deceased  person  shall,  within 

By  referring  to  a  celestial  globe,  it  thirty -six   hours  afler  such  death 

will  be  seen,  that  this  point  has  a  may  take  place,  appear  and  object 

fight  ascension  of  150  degrees,  and  to  the  delivery  of  the  body  of  such 

a  declination  of  abotit  20  degrees*  deceased  person,    then  it  may   be 

Consequently,  it  was  20  degrees  18  delivered  to  such  professor,  surgeoDt 

minutes  south  of  our  zenith.  or  physician,  as  the  selectmen  may 

The  weather  had  sustained  a  re-  deem  proper,  to  be  used  for  the  ad- 
cent  change.  On  the  evening  of  vancement  of  anatomical  and  medi- 
the  11th,  a  very  copious  southerly  cal  science  ;  but  before  such  delive- 
rain  fell,  and  on  the  12th,  a  high  ry,  the  person  entitled  to  receive 
westerly  wind  prevailed,  by  gusts,  the  body  is  required  to  give  a  bond 
Last  evening  the  sky  was  very  in  the  penal  sum  of  $500,  condition- 
serene;  a  few  falling  stars  were  ,ed  that  the  body  shall  be  soused, 
observed,  but  not  so  numerous  as  and  that  the  remains  thereof  shall 
to  excite  particular  attention;  afterwards  be  interred ;  the  applica- 

The  writings  of  Humboldt  con-  tion  of  any  professor,  belonging  to 

tain  a  description  of  a  similar  ph&-  any  medical   college  in  this  state, 

nomenon  observed  by  Bonpland,  at  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  over 

Cumana.     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  other  applications, 
that  this    phenomenon     was  seen        Banks. — Six  banking  companies 

nearly  at   the  same  hour  of  the  were    incorporated,  the  aggregate 

morning,  and  on  the  12th  of  No-  capital  stock  ofwhich  is  $1,350,0009 

▼ember.  which  may  be  increased,  upon  oer- 

As  the  cause  of  ^  falling  stars"  is  tain  conditions,  to  $2,800,000. 
not  well  understood  by  meteorolo-        Birds. — Acts    were  passed  for 

gists,  it  is  desirable  to  collect  all  the  the  protection  and  preservation  of 

facta    attending  this    phenomenon,  birds  and  feathered  game,  and  for 

stated  with  as   much    precision   as  the  protection  of  cornfields  against 

possible.     The    subscriber,  'there-  crows. 

fore,  requests  to  be  informed  of  any         Corporations. — Whenever  any 

particulars  which  were  observed  by  bond,  note  or  other  security,  taken 

others,  respecting  the  time  when  it  and  executed  to  the  officers  of  any 

was  first  discovered,  the  position  of  corporation    in  this  state,  wherein 
32 
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the  beneficial  interest  appears  to 
belong  to  such  corporation,  all  suits 
or  actions  at  law  or  in  equity  to 
recover  or  enforce  the  same  may 
be  commenced,  and  prosecuted  to 
firmi  judgment,  by  such  corporation 
in  tbeir  own  corporate  name. 

The  cashiers  of  banks,  and  the 
secretarie-s  of  insurance   and  turn- 
pike companies,  are  required  annual- 
ly on  the  first  of  October,  to  make 
out  on  oiith,   and   deliver    to  the 
comptroller  of  public    accounts,  a 
true  statement  of  the  whole  amount 
of  capital  stock  of  their  respective 
institutions,  and  how  much   thereof 
belonged  on  said  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber to  resident,  and  how  much  to 
non-resident  stockholders  ;  and  the 
secretaries,  treasurers,  or  clerks  of 
all  banks  for  savings  are  also  requi- 
red to   return  to   tlie  comptroller  a 
true  statement  of  all  the  moneys  be- 
longing  to  their  respective  institu- 
tions at  the  same   time,  under  the 
penalty  of  $100. 

Debtors. — Thp  discharge  of  any 
debtor  from  imprisonment  for  debt, 
by  the  direction  of  the  creditor,  shall 
not  operate  as  a  release  or  discharge 
of  the  debt,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
creditor  from  collecting  the  same 
out  of  the  property  of  such  debtor ; 
but  DO  debtor  so  discharged,  shall 
thereafler  be  imprisoned  for  such 
debt. 

If  any  debtor  imprisoned  for  debt 
shall  not,  within  three  months  from 
his  commitment,  be  admitted  to  take 
the  poor  debtor's  oath,  he  shall  be 
deemed  an  absconding  debtor  within 
the  meaning  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  collection  of  debts  by  foreigp 
attachment ;  and  the  creditor  may 
proceed  against  his  goods,  effects, 
and  credits,  in  the  manner  provided 
in  that  act. 

JusTiCBS  OF  THB  FBAgB. — Where 
a  justice  shall  not  be  reappointed, 
allprocanes  which  shall  hare  been 


begun  before  such  justice,  may  be 
continued  before  said  justice,  to  final 
judgment  and  execution.  Where 
any  writ,  <Sec.  shall  be  made  return, 
able  before  any  justice,  and  at  the 
time  appointed,  he  shall  be  absent 
from  the  town  where  the  trial  is  to 
be  had,  he  may,  at  any  time  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  proceed  to 
try  the  cause,  upon  giving  six  days' 
previous  notice  to  the  parties. 

Limitations. — Where  the  time 
limited  by  the  statute  of  limitations 
for  the  commencement  of  any  per- 
sonal action,  which  survives  to  the 
representatives  of  dny  deceased  per- 
son, shall  not  have  elapsed  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  the  term  of  one  year 
shall  be  allowed  to  his  executor  or 
administrator  from  the  time  of  such 
decease  to  institute  a  suit  therefor. 

Mortgages. — The  foreclosure  of 
any  mortgage  shall  not  preclude  the 
mortgage  creditor  from  recovering 
so  much  of  his  demand  as  the  pro- 
perty mortgaged  shall  be  insuffi- 
cient  in  value  to  satisfy ;  and  where 
an  action  is  brought  by  such  cre- 
ditor upon  his  demand,  afier  fore- 
closure,  this  shall  not  open  the  fore- 
closure. 

Notaries  Public — Notaries  pub- 
lic are  authorized  to  administer 
oaths  in  any  case  in  which  a  justice 
of  the  peace  might  administer  the 
same,  and  also  to  take  acknowledge- 
ments of  deeds. 

All  grants,  deeds  of  bargain  and 
sale,  and  mortgage?  of  lands,  execu* 
ted  by  any  grantor  resident  in  any 
foreign  state  or  country,  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  ac- 
knowledged before  any  notary  pub- 
lic or  justice  of  the  peace  in  such 
foreign  state  or  country,  shall  be 
valid. 

Partnerships. — An  act  was  pass- 
ed in  addition  to  the  act  authorizing 
limited  partnershipa,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  renewing  such  partoershipi^ 
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requiring  the  terms  to  be  published 
in  some  newspaper,  &c. 

Taxes.' — So  much  of  the  act  for 
the  assessment  of  taxes,  as  exempts 
ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  deno- 
minations, during  the  time  of  their 
ministry,  instructers  of  colleges  and 
incorporated  academies,  from  the 
poll  tax,  is  repealed. 

War,  expbnses  of. — This  act 
provides  that  when  the  money 
advanced  by  the  state  for  its  de. 
fence,  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  received  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  state  to  apportion  it  among  the 
several  towns  in  the  state. 

An  act  was  pa^ed  by  a  vote  of 
116  to  62,  repealing  so  much  of  an 
existing  statute  as  prohibits  '<all 
servile  labour  and  vain  recreation'* 
on  fast  and  thanksgiving  days. 

An  act  to  repeal  two  acts  by 
which  the  amount  of  the  state  claim 
upon  the  tJnited  States  for  services 
rendered  during  the  late  war,  was 
appropriated  for  the  benefit  of 
Yale  College,  and  the  diflerent  reli- 
gious sects  of  the  state.  This  bill 
was  passed  in  the  house  190  to  5. 

Another  act,  which  was  severely 
Censured  in  various  ways,  grew  out 
of  the  circumstances  'which  gave 
Botoriety  to  the  town  of  Canterbury, 


in  reference  to  the  determination  o  ' 
a  Miss  Crandall  to  establish  in  that 
town  B  school  for  the  education  of 
coloured  females.  The  preamble 
recites,  that  attempts-  have  been 
made  to  establish  literary  institu- 
tions for  the  education  of  coloured 
people  belonging  to  other  states, 
*'  which  would  tend  to  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  coloured  population  of 
the  state,  and  thereby  to  the  injury 
of  the  people."  It  is  therefore  enac- 
ted, that  any  person  who  shall  estab- 
lish a  school  for  the  education  of 
coloured  persons  now  belonging  to 
the  state,  or  shall  become  an  in- 
structor in  any  such  school,  or  shall 
harbour  any  such  coloured  person 
for  the  purpose  of  betbg  instructesl, 
without  the  consent  of  **  a  majority 
of  the  civil  authority,*'  and  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  where  such 
school  is  situated,  shall  pay  a  fine 
of  $100  for  the  first  offence,  for  a 
second  8200,  9400  for  the  next, 
and  so  on.  Another  section  ren- 
ders  any  coloured  person,  who  shall 
come  into  the  state  for  the  purpose 
of  being  instructed,  liable  to  be  re- 
moved. 

A  section  of  a  previous  act  in 
relation  to  settlement  of  persons  pro- 
vidino^  for  the  infliction  of  corporal 
punishment,  was  repealed. 
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Elections,  (1832)— For  Governor. 

Mr.  Palmer,  Anti-mason,  -  -  -  17,318 
Mr.  Crafts,  nat.  rep.,  ...  -  15,499 
Mr.  Meech,  adm.,  .  -    -    -  .  -    -      8,210 

There  being  no  choice,  the  legis- 
lature, after  43  ballotings,  elected 
Mr,  Palmer  by  112  votes,  Mr. 
Crafts  having  72,  Mr.  Meech  33, 
and  Mr.  Bradley  1  vote* 

1833.— Mr.  Palmer,     ....  90^565 

Mr.  Meech, 15,663 

Mr.  Seymour,  -    -    -    -  1^765 

Seatienng,   -----  190 


Abolition  of  masonkt. — Octo- 
ber, 1833. 

The  grand  lodge  met  at  Mont^- 
lier  on  the  seco  d  Tuesday  of  thto 
month,  and  by  a  vote  of  79  to  41 
surrendered  its  charter;  declared 
the  masonic  body,  so  far  as  it  existed 
under  the  grand  lodge,  at  an  end, 
and  recommended  its  property  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools. 

188S.  Makgansms.— There  has 
been  diteovered  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
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moot,  a  mine  or  bed  of  manganese, 
of  a  quality  superior  to  the  imported 
article*  The  manganese  mine  is  in 
the  town  of  Chittenden,  Rutland  co., 
29  miles  from  the  shore  of  Lake 
Cbamplain,  and  has  been  worked 
tince  1826.  The  manganese  is 
raised  from  the  mine,  cleansed  from 
the  earthy  particles,  and  is  sent  to 
New- York  and  other  markets  m 
barrels.  The  principle  use  of  man- 
ganese is  for  making  the  chloride  of 
lime,  or  bleaching  powders,  and  for 
glass.  The  price  pf  the  manganese 
IS  between  thirty  and  forty  dollars 
per  ton  in  market. 

Legislation. — At  the  October 
session  of  the  legislature  of  Ver- 
mont,  in  1832,  twenty  seven  public 
acts,  seven  resolutions,  and  sixty- 
four  private  acts  were  passed. 

ACTIONS)  LIMITATION  OF. — If  any 
person,  against  whom  there  may  be 
any  cause  of  action,  of  a  personal 
or  transitory  nature,  shall  leave  the 
state  before  such  cause  of  action 
shall  he  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  and  shall  not  have 
known  property  within  the  state 
which  could  be  attached,  the  statute 
of  limitations  shall  not  run  against 
any  such  cause  of  action,  during 
the  absence  of  such  person. 

Every  clause  of  any  statute  of 
limitations,  exempting  any  person 
without  any  of  the  United  States 
from  the  operation  of  any  statute  of 
limitations,  is  repealed. 

Banks. — Four  banking  compa- 
nies were  incorporated,  the  uggre- 
gate  capital  stock  of  which  is 
•300,000. 

Champlain,  Lake. — The  gover- 
nor is  requested,  by  a  resolve  of  the 
legislature,  to  open  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  governor  of  Lower 
Canada,  upon  the  subject  of  remov- 
ing obstructions  at  the  outlets  of  this 
lake. 

DxAfi,  OISTUEBING    THE  BfiMAlNS 


OF. — Justices  of  the  peace  are  re* 
quired,  upon  complaint  and  oath  of 
any  person,  tiiat  the  remains  of  any 
dead  person  have  been  disinterroi 
and  removed,  and  that  the  person 
making  such  complaint  has  reason 
to  believe  that  they  are  secreted  in 
any  dwelling-house,  dec,  to  issue  a 
warrant  to  make  search  in  such 
place,  for  such  dead  person ;  and 
such  officer  shall  not  be  made  liable, 
in  any  suit  or  prosecution,  for  exe- 
cuting said  warrant,  if  such  dead 
person  is  or  is  not  found. 

Fire  Companies — An  act  ,was 
passed  prescribing  the  mode  of 
forming  fire  companies,  authorizing 
the  selectmen  to  establish  the  limits 
of  villages,  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing fire  societies  therein,  &c. 

Foxes. — By  an  act  to  encourage 
the  destruction  of  foxes,  a  premium 
of  twenty-five  cents  is  directed  to  be 
paid  to  any  person  who  shall  de- 
stroy any  fox  within  ihe  state. 

Lands,  Public. — The  senators 
and  representatives  were  requested 
to  sustain,  by  all  proper  means,  a 
division  of  the  moneys  arising  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  in  accord, 
ance  with  the  principles  contained 
in  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Clay,  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  states,  at 
the  session  of  congress  in  1831 — 32. 

Manufacturing  Corporations. 
Acts  were  passed  to  incorporate  the 
Olympus  Mineral  Company,  with  a 
capital  of  $209,000 ;  the  Lake  Dun- 
more  Glass  Company,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $80,000;  the  Ascutney 
Manufacturing  Cibmpany,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000;  and  the  Rut- 
land woollen  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  $200,000. 

Mills. — The  act  relating  to  mills 
and  millers  is  not  to  be  so  construed 
as  to  make  any  owner  or  occupier 
of  any  mill  liable  to  the  penalty  there- 
in named,  who  shall  neglect  or  re^ 
fuse  to  grind  any  grain,  brought  to 
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8uch  mill,  to  be  ground  for  the  avow-  road  ;  within  fifteen  years  one  half; 

ed  or  apparent  purpose  of  manu-  and  within   twenty  yeafs  to  com- 

facturing  such  grain  into  distilled  plete  and  put  in  operation  the  whole 

spirits*  of  the  rail-road. 

Militia. — Companies  are  to  be  State     House. — The    sum    of 

called  together  on  the  first  Tuesday  915,000  was  appropriated  for  the 

in  June,  annually,  for  the  purpose  of  erection  of  a  state  house  at  Montpe- 

taking  an  exact  account  of  every  Her. 

man's  arms  and  equipments,  and  Taxes. — A  tax  of  three  cents  on 

also,   for  company  discipline    and  thp  dollar  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and 

drill:  and  the  polls  of  the  militia  re-  ratable   estate  of  the  inhabitants  of 

turned  equipped,  and  who  shall  per-  this  state,  for  the  year  1832,  Is  to  be 

form  the  duty  required  by  law,  shall  assessed. 

be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  The  legislature  also  adopted  the 
all  taxes,  except  district  school  following  resolutions,  with  proper 
taxes,  taxes  for  making  and  re-  preambles,  the  two  first  unanimous- 
pairing  highways  and  bridges,  and  ly,  and  the  last  by  a  vote  of  91  to 
for  the  payment  of  damages  assess-  45. 

ed   to  individuals  through   whose  Resolved,    The    governor    aqd 

lands  any  road  may  be  laid,   and  council  concurring  therein,  that  our 

ten  dollars  shall  be  deducted  by  the  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, 

listers,  from  the  list  of  any  parent,  and  our  representatives  be  requested, 

master  or  guardian,  who  shall  equip  to  oppose  any  and  every  modifica- 

any  minors,  liable  to  do  military  tionofthe  tarifi*  laws,  which  shall 

duty,  under  his  care.  have   any  tendency  to  weaken  or 

Pedlebs. — No    license   to  any  destroy  their  efficiency  as  a  system 

person  to  be  a  hawker  and  pedler  of  protection  to  domestic  manufac- 

within  this  state,  shall  be  granted  tures  in  their  various  branches, 

for  a  shorter  period  of  time  than  Resolved^    The    governor    and 

one  year.  council  concurring  therein,  that  our 

Rail-boad  Company. — The  Ver-  senators  in  congress  be  insti-ucted, 
mont  Rail-road  Company  was  incor-  &od  our  representatives  requested,  to 
porated  with  power  to  construct  a  aid  in  procuring  appropriations  for 
rail-road  from  some  eligible  point  on  such  works  of  internal  improvement 
the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Cham-  as  shall,  in  their  opinions,  be  of  great 
plain — ^thence  following  the  valley  and  national  importance. 
of  Onion  river,  and  extending  to  Resolved,  The  governor  and 
such  point  on  Connecticut  river  as  council  concurring  herein,  that  our 
will  most  conveniently  meet  the  senators  be  instructed,  and  our  re- 
rail-road,  contemplated  in  New-  presentatives  bo  requested,  to  use 
Hampshire,  to  pass  by  Concord,  to-  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  re- 
wards Boston ;  the  corporation  Ls  to  charter  of  the  present  bank  of  the 
have  succession  for  the  term  of  50  United  States,  with  such  powers  and 
years,  and  is  required  within  three  provisions  as  they  shall  deem  most 
years  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  proper  for  the  attainment  of  the  ob-  . 
rail-road ;  within  ten  years  to  con-  jects  of  its  institution,  and  most  con- 
struct one  fourth  part  of  the  rail-  ducive  to  the  general  welfare^ 
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NEW-YORK. 


BANKS.     . 

Aggregate  staUmeiU  of  sixty-nine  Bankt 
reporting  to  the  Bank  CommissionerSf 
January  1, 1834. 

Notes  discounted     -    - 

Bonds  and  mortgages  - 

Debts  in  judgment 

Debts  in  suit  -    -    -    - 

Special  loans  -    -    -    • 

Overdrafts     -    -    -    - 

Stocks    owned   by  the 
banks     -    -    -    -    - 


$43,712,956  96 
730,951  51 
302,700  99 
131,140  80 
1,421,876  30 
196,867  28 


121,249  86 
1,071,100  15 


America,  («66,880)  -  -  126,917  W 
Afiscelldneous,  loan  from  the 

bank  fund, 83,149  83 

Sundries, 40,962  89 

$312,262  68 

CANAL  FUND. 

Erie  and  Chunplun  Canal 

Fund    .......      1,768,143  01 

Oswego  Canal  Fund  -  -  -  21,497  04 
Cayufira  and  Seneca  Canal 

tvSd 14,783  59 

COMMON  SCHOOL  FITND. 

Revenue 109,117  77 


Real  estate  jtvcTcuw  -    ------    .^,— .   .. 

Penjonides^   .    -    -  ^,^94     ^^^^ ^40,985  14 


208,201  20 


Bank  fund      .    .    -    - 
Specie  ------ 

Bills  of  other    solvent 
banks     

Cash  items     -    -    ."    " 

Due  f.-om  corporations 

and  bankers    -    -    - 

Due  from  branch  banks 


Capital      -    •    -    -    - 
Bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion  ------ 

Profits 

Deposit    to   apply  on 
debts  ------ 

Dividends  unpaid    -    - 
Due  state  of  New- York 
Do.  Commissioners  of 
Canal  fund   -    - 
Do.  United  States  -    - 
Do.  other  banks     -    • 
Do.  individual  deposi- 
tors   -    -    -    -    - 

Special  loans  -    -    -    - 

Due   parent  banks   by 
branches    -    -    -    - 


229,075  71 
2,196,657  79 


$250,102  91 

UTESATURE  FUND. 

f^csnMo  M    Revenue 22,677  ^ 

W  037  19     Capital 14S,1K>  w 


844,037  12 

7,538,226  29 
438,934  55 

$64,782,853  26 

$22,730,264  00 

15,402,705  64 
3,005,560  77 

141,563  19 

186,168  75 
78,321  54 

2,572,590  86 
2,409,533  86 
8,T22,281  76 

8,402,739  36 
693,106  89 

437,016  72 


BANK    FUND. 


Revenue 
Capital 


$34,732  23 

3,964  79 
95,381  48 

$99,336  97 


$64,782,853  25 
Elections— (1832)-— /or  Governor, 
Wm.  L.  Marcy,  (administration)  166,410 
Francis  Granger,  (opposition)      156,672 
Congress,  32  administration, 
8  opposition. 
Finances. — Receipts  and  payments. 
Comptroller's  statement  of  moneys  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury  during  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1833. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Permanent  revenue^  for  in- 
terest on  bonds,  bank 
stock,  dbc.,  pedlers  licen- 
ses, Ac, 

Capital^  bonds  for  lands,  &e., 
and  sale  of  stock  in  Bank  of 


Total  receipu,  $2,500,867  72. 

PAYMENTS. 

Warrants  on  the  treasury  during  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30, 1833. 

Permanent  Appropriations,  viz: 

For  salaries  and  office  ex- 
penses of  officers  of  go- 
vernment     -    -    -    -    - 

Commissioners  of  the  Canal 
Fund,  for  Oswego,  Cayu- 
ga, and  Seneca  and  Che- 
mung Canals    -    -    -    - 

State  Prison  expenses    -    - 

Indian  expenses,  -    -    -    - 

Miscellaneous,  including  in- 
terest, printing,  library, 
^tc.-    ------- 


141,809  64 


73,078  66 
11,848  4^ 
18,239  64 


87,065  «) 


$332,041  67 
73,949  98 


$62,232  26 


Special  appropriations  and 

temporary  expenses^    -    - 
Erie  and  Champlain  Canal 

Fund 

Oswego  Canal  Fund     -    - 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  Canal 

Fund 14,783  5^ 

Common  School  Fund  -    - 
Literature  Fund,  dividends 

to  academies,  &o.  -    .    - 
Bank  fund,  salaries  of  Bank 

Commissionere  -    -    -    * 
Loan  to  the  General  Fond  - 
Total  amount  of  warrants  on  the  traasurr. 
$3,415,563  85. 


1,761,932  49 
21,497  04 


113,238  36 

10,470  96 

4,500  00 
83,149  83 
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MCBPW  AND  ixFBNsmniJBs  Fund  reuinwd  -  *  -    -    -    -    3,631  78 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fwnd.  

for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1833.  «35,235  86 

KRIS  AND  CHAMPLAIN  CANAL  FUND.  CaTUOA  AND  SeNECA  CaNAL. 

Balance  (exclusiye  of  bonds  Balance  on  hand,  Oct.  1, 1833    $578  68 

for  sales  of  lands)  on  hand  Receipts. 

■  Sept. 30,  1833    -    -    -    $3,055,347  66    FortoUs 14,783  59 

Recei^  during  the  year.  General  fund 5,836  44 

Tolls 1,324,481  63  Z:r7Z — 

Vendue  or  auction  duty  -    -     181,014  33  „                     $21,188  71 

Salt  duty 227.860  05  ,                .      Payments. 

Interest  upon  deposits     -    -    122,236  74  Interest  on  loans  -    -    -    -    -11,850  00 

do.      on  loan  and  stocks      18,083  16  Supenntendeni  of  repairs  -    -    7,338  71 

do.      on  bonds  for  lands  -          934  43  '     ^^  ^ 

Penalty  and  sale  of  stone    -            64  17  $21,188  71 

Oswego  Canal  fund  returned        3,63178  Chemuno  Canal. 

Chemung  Canal  fund  trans-  Balance  on  hand,  Oct.  1, 1833,  $13  066  39 

fenwd -       5,646  78  ReuipU. 

J— — — —  Loans  and  Premium   -    -    -    30,243  55 

T  •  1 -h^  «oo  t^A  «>           $1,883,893  97  Interest  on  deposits  -    -    -    -      2,072  98 

Total  $4,938,140  63.  General  fond- 43,730  28 

Paynunts.  E^jg  ^nd  Champlain  Canal 

Interest  on  canal  loans  -    -    356,794  88  pund,  temporary  advances         400  00 

Stocks  purehased  and  cancel-  

led  -    ......      1,478,37657  $89,53330 

Premium  paid  on  do.  -    -    -     87,933  46  Payments 

Repaira  of  canals  by  super-  To  Canal  Commissioners'  and 

mtcndents      -    -    -    .    -    330,759  44  Superintendents    -    .    .    -$83,886  43 

Expenses  on    do.  by  com-  Erie  and    Champlain   Canal 

missionera     -    -    -    -    .      35,364  66  Fund  transferred  -    -    -    .     5,646.78 

Propnetora  of  Albany  basm       6,470  35  L 

t^f^^X     - 2,016  M  $89,533  30 

Tolls  refonded 551  33  r*    ^        r        /» 

OWlr  )iim                                    ri  '^)Q  aa  Crooked  JLake  Oanal. 

clWkS  Lake  CMal'tnin.."         '  Bal«ic«  on  hand.  Oct.  1. 1832  $19,205  87 

ferred 3,490  46  Receipts. 

Chemimg  Canal  advanced             400  00  From  Erie  and    Champlain 

Sundry  expenditures  -    .    -        7,303  19  Canal  Pund,  (loan)  -    -    -  30,000  00 

Crooked  Lake  Canal  for  pre-  I>o.  for  premium  on  $113,347  30,403  36 

mium  on  stock  -    .    .    .       30,403  36  Erie  and  Champlain  Canal 

. i.  Fund  transferred  -    >    -    .     3,490  46 

$3,335,545  86  Intereston  deposits  ....     3,506  78 

Balance  on  hand,  Sa>t30,  

1833 3,603,594  76  $46,399  60 

$4,938,140  63  $65,605  37 

^"^'izS  ^'^'  To  Canal  Com^uff  *.    .  53.461  30 

From  tolls   -    -    -    .    -    .    .  O)  ()>iA  93     Interest  on  loans 5,250  00 

Sl«  of  lands-    -    -    J^^lfi  Balance  on  Imnd     -    -    -    -     7,894  07 

rent,  of  surplus  water    -      325  00  j^^^^ 

21,497  04  Chenango  Canal. 

Prom  the  general  fund  -    -    .  13,738  83  Receipts. 

Principal  of  loan     ....  50,000  00 

$35,335  86    Premium  on  do. 7,755  00 

Pofments,  

Interest  on  loans 31,367  36  $57,755  00 

Superintendent  of  regain  -    -  11^336  73  Payments. 

Ene  and    Champlain   Canal  To  Canal  Commissioner  -    -    9,392  65 
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Interest  on  loan 1,043  81 

Printing  notices  -----  57  33 

Balance  on  hand      ....  47,432  21 

S57,755  00 
Total  cost  of  Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 
$10,731,595. 

Canal  Debt. 
Stock  bearinif  six  per  ceiU.  inttrcst. 
Redeemable  July  1,  \^M        1,421),870  G5 
do.  1&45      -    850,000  00 

S2,279,870  G5 
Stock  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent. 
Redeemable,  1837  -    -    -    -1,004,219  83 
do.  laiS  -    -    .    -  2,2KS,538  81 

do.  181(5  -  -  -  .  577.347  00 
do.  1849 .  -  -  -  87,000  00 
do.         1850-    "    •    -    436,000  00 

$4,393,135  64 

Total  Canal  debt,  Sept.  30, 

1833 $6,673,006  29 

(Annual  Interest,  $356,449  02.) 

New- York  city  finances  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1833. 

Receipts $1,432,9.32 

Expenditures 1,444,999 

Balance  in  treasury    -    .    -    .         8,052 

City  Debt,— 1832 894,810 

do.         1833  -    -    -    -    .    836,345 

Legislation. — At  the  fifty-sixth 
session  of  the  legislature  of  New- 
York,  begun  on  January  1,  1833, 
three  hundred  and  twenty-three  acts 
and  four  resolutions  were  passed. 

AcADBMiES. — Five     academies 
were  incorporated. 

Actions. — An  act  prescribing 
the  duty  of  the  sheriff  as  to  the 
service  of  declarations,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  terms  of  the  supreme 
court  for  certain  purposes. 

The  eighth  section  provides  that 
in  all  actions  at  law  the  certificate 
of  a  notary,  under  his  hand  and 
seal  of  office,  of  the  presentment  of 
any  promissory  note  or  bill  of  ex- 
change for  acceptance  or  payment, 
and  of  any  protest  of  such  bill  or 
note  for  non-acceptance  or  non- 
payment, and  of  the  service  of  notice 
thereof  on  any  or  all  of  the  parties 
to  such  bill  of  exchange  or  promis- 
sory note,  and  specifying  the  mode 


of  giving  such  notice^  and  the  repu- 
ted place  of  residence  of  the  party 
to  whom  the  same  was  given,  and 
the  post-office  nearest  thereto,  shall 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  facts 
contained  in  such  certificate;  but 
this  section  is  not  to  apply  to  any 
case  in  which  the  defendant  shall 
annex  to  his  plea  an  affidavit  deny, 
ing  the  fact  of  having  received  no- 
tice of  the  non-acceptance  or  non- 
payment of  such  note  or  bill.  By 
the  ninth  section,  it  is  enacted  that 
every  written  instrument,  except 
promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange, 
and  wills,  may  be  proved  or  ac- 
knowledged in  the  manner  now  pro- 
vided by  law,  for  taking  the  proof 
or  acknowledgement  of  conveyances 
of  real  estate ;  and  the  certificate  of 
the  proper  officer  endorsed  thereon, 
shall  entitle  such  instrument  to  be 
received  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
any  action,  with  the  same  effect,  and 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  such  in- 
strument were  a  conveyance  of  real 
estate. 

Banes. — Eight  banking  com- 
pcmies  were  incorporated,  the  capi- 
tal stocks  of  which  amount  to 
•1,950,000.  The  Greenwich  Sa- 
vings  Bank  was  also  incorporated* 

Bank  Bills. — Every  person  who 
shall  mutilate,  cut,  deface,  disfigure, 
or  perforate  with  holes,  or  shall 
unite  or  cement  together,  or  to  any 
other  thing,  any  bank  bill,  or  evidence 
of  debt,  issued  by  any  incorporated 
bank  in  this  state,  with  intent  to 
render  such  bank  bill,  &c.  unfit  to 
be  re-issued  by  such  bank,  shall, 
upon  conviction,  forfeit  $50  to  the 
corporation  which  shall  be  injured 
thereby. 

Bank  Fund. — An  act  was  passed 
relative  to  the  investment  of  this 
fund;  the  fifth  section  authorizes 
the  comptroller  to  borrow  whatever 
of  said  fund  may  be  in  the  treasury 
for  the  purpose  of  defiraying  the  ex- 
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penaes  of  goTennnent  wbeDever  it  the    defendant    shall    be  chained 

may  become  neceaiary,  and  to  inue  with  any  fraud  whateTer,  a£toing 

certificates  of  stock  therefor  to  the  others. 

treasurer,  in  trust  for  said  fund,  re-  No  such  answer  shall  be  road  ia 
deemable  at  pleasure,  and  bearing  evidence  against  any  party  thereto, 
an  interest  of  four  and  one  half  per  on  any  complaint,  or  on  the  trial  of 
cent. ;  the  7th  section  enacts  that  any  indictment,  £<x  the  fraud  charg. 
every  corporation  required  to  con-  ed  in  such  bill, 
tribute  to  this  fund,  may,  with  the  Masters  in  chancery  are  re^ui- 
consent  of  the  comptroller,  at  any  red  to  give  bonds  with  sufficient 
time  before  tho  expiration  of  the  sureties  for  the  faithful  performance 
limited  period,  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  duties  of  their  office, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  three  per  Chaplains. — So  much  of  the  re- 
cent, upon  its  capital.  vised  statutes  as  provides  for  the 

BouNnART  LiNB  OF  THE  Statb. —  payment  of  chaplains  of  each  house 

The  governor  ii  authorized  to  ap-  of  the  legislature,  is  repealed, 

point  three  commissioners  to  meet  Colukbto,  lifb  of.— A  resolu* 

commissioners  appointed  by  New-  tion  was  passed,  recommending  to 

Jersey,  for  the  purpose  of  determin-  the  trustees  of  the  several  school 

ing  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdic-  districts  to  introduce  the  abridgment 

tion  of  the  two  states.  of  Irving's  Life  and  Voyages  of  Co- 

Bridges. — ^Twenty  acts    were  lumbus,  as  a  class  book, 

passed   relating  to  the  erection  of  Constitution  of  the  Statb.^ 

bridges.  Acts  were  passed  to  submit  to  tho 

Canals. — The  canal  commission,  people  of  the  state,  amendments  of 

ers  were  authorized  to  construct  the  the    constitution,    authorizing  the 

Chenango  canal,  leading  from  Bing-  election  of  mayor  of  the  city  of 

hamtcHi  up  the  valley  of  the  Che-  New- York,  by  the  people,  and  to 

nango  river,  to  the  Erie  canal.  restore  the  duties  on  the  manufac- 

An  act  was  also  passed  to  pre-  tu  re  of  salt  and  auction  sales  to  the 

vent  the  interruption  of  the  naviga«  general  fund, 

tion  of  the  canals.  Foreign  convicts. — If  the  com. 

Certiorari. — No  certiorari  shall  mander  of  any  vessel  arriving  from 

be  dismissed  on  account  of  any  in-  a  foreign  country,  knowingly  bring 

formality  or  other  imperfection  in  any  person  into  this  state,  with  in- 

the  bond  executed  in  behalf  of  the  tent  to  land,  or  permit  to  land  such 

party  obtaining  such  certiorari,  if  person,  and  such  person  shall  have 

he  and  his  sureties  coasent  to  amend  been  a  foreign  convict  of  any  felony, 

the  same,  or  if  another  sufficient  which  if  committed    in  this  state 

bond  shall  be  filed.  would   be  punishable    therein,   ha 

Chancert. — A  defendant  shall  shall  be  punished  by  fine  or  impri- 

be  compelled  to  answer  any  bill  in  sonment,  not  to  exceed  9800,  nor 

chancery,  where  by  law  a  bill  may  shall  the  imprisonment  exeeed  one 

be  filed,  charging  the  defendant  with  year. 

being  a  party  to  any  conveyance  or  The  court  may  remit  the  punish. 

Jissignraent  of  any  estate  or  interest  nent,  if  satisfied  that  such  command- 

in  lands,  goods,  or  things  in  actbn,  er  has  re-conveyed  such  convict  to 

made  or  created  with  iatmit  to  de-  the  place  whence  he  took  him,  on 

fraud  prior  or  subsequent  puroha-  payment  of  the  costs^of  prosecu- 

sers,  or  to  hinder,  delay,  or  defraud  tion. 

creditors,  or  other  persons,  or  where  Courts.— -The  governor  may,  at 
38 
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any  time  during  the  vacation  of  the 
court  of  errofSy  or  the  supreme 
courts  appoint  a  different  place  for 
holding  the  next  ensuing  session, 
from  that  provided  by  law,  if  he 
shall  deem  it  requisite,  by  reason  of 
war,  pestilence,  or  other  public  ca- 
lamity, or  the  danger  thereof. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  pbrsom s. — ^The 
directors  of  the  institution  for  the 
instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
are  authorized  to  receive  from  each 
senate  district  of  this  state  five  indi- 
gent pupils,  in  addition  to  the  num- 
ber now  provided  for  by  law,  at  an 
annual  expense  not  exceeding  9180 
Sot  each  puptlr  to  be  paid  by  the 
state. 

DiSTBSSS  FOR  JiEifT.— The  pro. 
perty  of  boarders  at  taverns  and 
boarding-houses  is  not  to  be  liable 
to  distress  for  rent ;  but^no  officer 
making  a  distress  shall  be  liable  for 
seizing  or  selling  property  belong- 
ing to  any  such  boarder,  unless  no- 
tice of  the  claim  of  such  boarder  be 
given  to  the  officer* 

FiRB  CoMPAMixs,  &c.— Three 
fire  companies  were  incorporated. 
An  act  was  also  passed  to  incorpo- 
rate the  fire  department  of  the  city 
of  Utica. 

Gas-light  Coiipant. — The  Alba- 
ny gas-light  company  was  incorpo- 
rated ;  capital  stock  not  to  exceed 
•100,000. 

Laws. — Acts  were  passed  rela- 
ting to  the  inspection  of  sole  leather, 
green  hides  and  skins,  and  flour  and 
meal. 

Institutb. — The  mechanics'  in- 
stitute of  the  city  of  New- York  was 
incorporated. 

lN89BAifCE  Companies. — Nine 
insurance  compai^ies  were  incorpo- 
rated, the  capital  stocks  of  which 
amount  to  $2,800,000. 

JusTiCRs  OP  THR  PSACX.— An  act 
was  passed  relative  to  the  election 


and  claiiificatioD  d  justioas  of  tbr 
peace. 

Lotteries.— The  lotteries  authoi' 
rized  by  law  to  be  drawn  within 
this  state,  may  be  continued  until 
the  close  of  the  present  year,  after 
the  end  of  which  period  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  to  continue  or  draw  any 
lottery  within  this  state. 

Manual  Labour  Seminary. — 
The  Aurora  Manual  Labour  Semi- 
nary,^in^the  county  of  Erie,  was  in- 
corporated. 

Manufacturing  Companies.— 
Two  manufacturing  companies  were 
incorporated,  with  a  capital  of  9100,- 
000,  each. 

Mechanics'  Societies,  ^cc. — The 
Utica  Mechanics'  Association  was 
incorporated. 

Acts  were  passed  to  incorporate 
the  Mechanics'  Benefit  Society,  and 
the  Mechanics'  Institute  of  New- 
York.  An  act  was  passed  relative 
to  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics 
and  Tradesmen  of  the  city  of  New- 
York. 

MiLiTU.— A  resolution  was  pass- 
ed, instructing  and  requesting  re-> 
spectively,  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  in  congress, 
to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
such  amendments  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress organizing  the  militia,  as  shall 
relieve  the  people,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, from  the  burdens  of  the  sys- 
tem, without  impairing  its  efficiency. 

Mortgages  of  personal  pro-  ' 
PERTT. — ^Every  mortgage  of  person- 
al property,  not  accompanied  by  an 
immediate  delivery,  and  followed 
by  an  actual  and  continued  change 
of  possession  of  the  things  mortga- 
ged, Ishall  be  void,  as  against  cr^* 
tors  and  subsequent  purchasers  and. 
mortgagees,  in  good  faith,  unless  the 
mortgage,  or  a  true  copy  thereof^ 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  town 
derk,  dKc.,in  the  city  er  town  wheroL 
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the  mortgagor  shall  reside;  and  if  lie  said  rolls,  or  that  imy  part  of  tmj 
is  not  a  resident,  then  in  the  city  or  debt  therein  stated  is  desperate  and 
town  where  the  property  mortgaged  not  collectable :  and  the  assessors 
shall  be  at  the  time  of  the  execution  shall  review  and  alter  the  said  rolls 
of  the  mortgage;  every  mortgage  according  to  the  facts  so  establish- 
so  filed  shall  cease  to  be  valid  as  ed ;  collectors  may  receive  from 
against  creditors,  &c.,  afler  the  ex-  the  debtor  the  amount  of  the  tax 
piration  of  one  year  from  the  filing  assessed  upon  the  debt,  and  shall 
thereof,  unless  within  thirty  days  thereupon  give  a  receipt  for  the 
next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  amount  so  paid ;  and  the  sum  so 
said  year,  a  true  copy  of  such  mort-  paid  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  pay- 
gage,  together  with  a  statement  ex-  ment  by  such  debtor  on  the  debt, 
hibiting  the  interest  of  the  mortga-  and  may  be  set-off  against  the  claim 
j;ee,  shall  be  again  filed.  of  such  creditor,  or  of  any  assignee 

New-England  Society. — A  so-  of  such  claim.     The  act  contains 

ciety  was  incorporated  for  the  pur-  numerous  other  provisions  in  rela- 

pose  of  affording  pecuniary  relief  to  tion  to  the  assessment  and  coUec- 

poor  persons  of  New-England  ori-  tion  of  the  tax,  authorizing  the  levy 

gin,  and  also  of  establishing  a  li-  of  it   by  distress  and  sale  of  the 

brary.  property  of  the  non-resident  cre- 

NoN-RESiDENTS. — All  dobts  owing  ditor. 

by  inhabitants  of  this  state,  to  per-  Pabtnbeship. — No  person  shall 

sons  not  residing  therein,  for  the  hereafter  transact   business  in  the 

purchase  of  any  real  estate,  or  se-  name  of  a  partner  not  interested  in 

cured  by  a  mortgage  on  real  estate,  his  firm ;  and  where  the  designa- 

are  to  be  deemed  personal  property  tion  **  and  company,"  or  '*  &  Co." 

within  the  town  and  county  where  is  used,  it  shall  represent  an  actual 

the  debtor  resides,  and  as  such  shall  partner  or  partners ;  persons  offend- 

be  liable  to  taxation  in  the  same  ing  against  this  act  are  to  be  deemed 

manner  as  the  personal  estate  of  guiltyof  a  misdemeanour,  and  to  be 

citizens  of  this  state ;  the  assessors  punished   by  a  fine  not  exceeding 

are  to  ascertain  debts  of  this  de-  81000. 

cription,  and  are  authorized  to  ad-  Mission  Society. — The  New- 
minister  oaths  to  persons  whom  they  York  Protestant  Episcopal  City 
may  think  proper  to  examine,  ex-  Mission  Society  was  incorporated. 
cept  in  cases  where  lists  of  such  Rail-eoads. — Acts  were  passed 
debts  verified  by  oath  shall  be  fur-  to  incorporate  the  Binghamton  and 
nished  to  the  county  treasurers  by  Susquehanna  Rail-road  Company, 
the  agents  of  the  non-resident  ere-  with  a  capital  of  8150,000;  the 
ditors;  and  any  such  agent  who  Buffalo  and  filack- Rock  Rail-road 
shall  neglect  to  furnish  such  list  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
annually,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  8100,000 ;  the  Utica  and  Schenec- 
8500 ;  at  the  meetings'of  the  ai^ess-  tady  Rail-road  Company  with  a 
ore  to  correct  their  rolls,  creditors  capital  of  82,000,000 ;  and  the 
or  theijp  agents  may,  by  their  own  Whitehall  and  Rutland  Rail-road 
afiidavits,  or  other  proof,  adduce  Company ;  capital,  8100,000,  with 
testimony  to  the  said  assessors  to  power  to  increase  the  same  to 
show   that  any  error  exists  in  the  8150,000. 
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SiAMBN. — The  Americao  Sea- 
man's Frieod  Sooiety  waa  ificorpo. 
rated* 

Shipweigbts  and  Cactlkbrs. — 
Ao  act  was  passed  to  incorporate 
the  New. York  Joume3rrnen  Ship. 
Wrights  and  Caulkers  Benevolent 
Societj. 

Towns,  2^c.-^A  large  number 
of  towns  and  villages  were  erected 
and  incorporated. 

Turnpike  Roads. — Six  turnpike 
road  companies  were  incorporated. 

Washington  Montjmbnt  Associa- 
TioN.  An  association  was  incor- 
porated,  for 'the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  monument  in  the  city  of  New. 
York  to  the  memory  of  Washing- 
too ;  its  capiial  stock  is  9100,000. 

Whaling  Companies. — Three 
whaling  companies  were  incorpora- 
ted,  the  capitals  of  which  amount  to 
•800,000. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
also  passed : 

Resohedf  That  we  regard  the 
union  of  these  states  as  indispensable 
to  their  prosperity  and  happiness ; 
that  we  participate  fully  in  the  de- 


sire which  has  been  manifested  bj 
the  president  to  restore  harmony 
and  conciliate  affection  amongst  alT 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  by 
a  seasonable  and  equitable  modifi. 
cation  of  the  tariff— ^adapting  it  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  country ; 
that  we  approve  the  measures  he 
has  adopted  and  recommended  to 
sustain  the  authority  and  execute 
the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  government  and  people  of 
this  state  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  him,  in  the  exercise  of  all  the 
means  which  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  secure  those  objects* 

Resolved^  That  the  governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to 
the  executive  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  and  to  the  executives  of 
the  other  states  respectively,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  be  communica- 
ted to  the  legislatures  thereof,  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  pre- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress. 
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The  message  of  Governor  South* 
«rd  was  communicated  to  the  legis- 
lature on  the  1  lib  of  January.  The 
principle  subjects  of  state  affairs, 
recommended  to  their  consideration, 
are  the  taxes,  the  school  fund  and 
system,  and  a  revision  of  the  laws, 
and  especially  of  those  relating  to 
executors,  guardians,  and  the  or- 
phan's court,  and  the  state  prison. 
The  school  system  is  said  to  be  in- 
efficient— requiring  a  larger  fund, 
«n  intelligentjcommissioner  toi3evise 
and  see  executed  an  uniform  system 
of  iDstruction,  more  competent  teach- 
ers, and  the  active  co-operation  ol 
the  lowDships,  in  raising  the  money 


to  be  expended.  With  regard  to 
the  state  prison,  it  is  said  that  the 
present  building,  and  the  discipline 
necessarily  connected  with  it,  are 
extremely  defective,  expensive,  and 
inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  pun- 
ishment. The  subject  was  referred 
to  a  committee  at  the  last  session, 
who  are  now  expected  to  make  a 
report.  When  a  new  prison  is 
erected,  it  is  recommended  to  con- 
vert the  present  into  a  state  arsenal, 
which  is  much  needed.  The  or- 
phan's court  is  represented  as  very 
defective,  and  as  failing  to  secure 
the  ends  of  justice  intended  by  its 
establishment.     The  principles  of 
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law  and  modes  of  proceecflng  in  this  deceased,  or  others  who  may  be- 

'isourty  are  not  as  well  understood,  come  interested  by  his  death,  par- 

generally,  as  those  in  use  in  the  ties  to  such  suit,  no  bill  of  revivor 

t>rdinary  courts.    The  appointment  or  subpana  ad  revivendum  shall  be 

x)f  a  learned  lawyer,  as  a  member  necessary,  but  the  court  may,  by 

of  the  court,  with  a  competent  sala-  rule  or  order,  direct  the  suit  to  stand 

ry,  who  should  also  be  a  member  of  revived :  and  unless  such  represen- 

the  courts  of  common  pleas,  s^s-  tatives,  &c.  appear  and  put  in  their 

'sions,  and   oyer  and  terminer,   is  answer,  or  signify  their  disclaimer 

suggested  among  the  means  of  re-*  of  the  suit,  the  plaintiff  may  cause 

moiying  the  defects,  and  increasing  their  appearance  to  be  entered,  and 

the  efficiency  of  this  court.    In  con-  in  such  case,  the  answer  of  the  de- 

nezion  with  this  subject,  the  separa-  ceased  party,  if  any  there  be,  shall 

tion  of  the  offices  of  governor  and  be  deemed  the  answer  of  such  repre- 

"chancellor,  which  by  the  constitu-  sentatives,  &c. ;  but  nothing  in  this 

tion  are  united  m  the  same  indivi.  act  is  to  prevent  the  reviving  any 

tiual,  is  strongly  urged.     Imprison,  such  suit  by   bill  of  revivor,  when 

ment  for  debt  alone,  without  fraud,  the  plaintiff,  dec.   may  prefer  that 

is  declared  to  be  justifiable  by  no  course  of  practice,  or  when    the 

.principle  congenial  to  our  institu-  court  may  deem  it  expedient, 

tions.     The  revision  and  perfecting  AppEi3.s« — From  any  judgment 

't>f  the  insolvent  laws  are  suggested,  rendered,  \^  any  justice  ofthe  peace, 

'SO  as  to  secure  the  personal  liberty  when  the  trial  took  place  in  the 

'  of  the  debtor,  and  protect  the  ere-  presence  of  the  parties,  it  may  be 

oditor  against  dishonesty.     The  fi.  lawful  for  ehher  party  to  appeal, 

iiaQces  of  the  state  are  in  a  pros-  although  the  judgment  shall  have 

perous  condition.     The  revenue  is  been  rendered  in  lus  absence  ;  pro- 

mcreasing,  and  an  addition  to  it  of  vided  the  appeal  te  in  other  respects 

•80,000  will  soon  be  made  from  lawful. 

the  works  of  interned  improvement  AQtTBDucT  Company. — A  com- 

'in  progress  and  near  completion,  pany  was  incorporated  for  the  pur- 

The  revenue  will  exceed  the  ex-  pose  of  supplying    the    village  of 

pensesof  the  state;  and  the  surplus  Orange  with  water* 

may  be  added  to  the  school  fund,  or  Beneficial  Societies. — Four  be- 

appropriated  in  other  modes  to  ad-  neficial  societies  were  incorporated* 

vance  the  prosperity  of  the  state.  Boundary  line. — The  governor 

Acts  of  the  fifly.seventh  general  is  authorized  to  appoint  three  com^ 

assembly  of  New-Jersey,  at  a  ses-  missioners  to  meet  commissioners 

'•ion  begun  at  Trenton  on  October  on  the  part  of  the  state  of   New- 

23, 1832.  York,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 

Abatement  of  suits. — In  suits  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction 

in  chancery,  in  which  there  may  be  between  the  two  states. 

i)ut  one  plaintiff  or  one  defendant,  if  Beidoes. — Six  acts  were  passed 

the  plaintiff  die,  his  lawful  repre-  in  relation  to  bridges,  regulating  fhe 

sentatives,  or  any  other  person  or  mode  of  applying  to  the  legislatuiv 

persons  interested,  are  to  be  admitted  for  bridges,  enacting  penalties  for 

•to  prosecute  the  suit.     But  if  the  injuring  them,  or  for  leaving  the 

defendant  die,  and  the  plaintiff  choose  draws  open,  &c. 

Ho  make  the  representatives  of  the  Canal  Company. — The  Manas- 
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quan  River  and  Baraegat  Bay  Canal 
Company  was  incorporated,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  canal  or 
an  artificial  navigation  from  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Manasquan  river  to 
the  head-waters  of  Barnegat  bay» 
at  Layton's  pond. 

Criminal  law. — The  governor 
was  authorized  to  appoint  some 
person  learned  in  the  law,  to  revise, 
a,lter,  modify,  amend  and  digest,  all 
acts  relating  to  crimes  and  their 
punishment,  and  to  criminal  proceed- 
mgs ;  such  persons  is  to  be  request- 
ed to  make  his  report  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature. 

Daibt  CoMPAJiY. — The  New. 
York  and  Bergen  Dairy  Company 
was  incorporated,  with  a  capital 
4Btock  of  9150,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  city  of  New- York 
with  pure  and  wholesome  milk. 

Delaware  river. — An  act  was 
passed  further  to  regulate  the  fish- 
eries in  this  river.  A  resolution 
was  also  passed,  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to 
meet  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
viewing  the  obstructions  in  this 
river,  and  making  h  report  thereon 
to  the  governors  of  the  respective 
states. 

Divorces. — Thii^a  acts  of  di- 
vorce were  passed. 
'  ELEcnoifs. — The  judges  and  in- 
spectors cf  elections  are  vested  with 
power  to  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations,  and  to  examine  persons 
touchiog  the  qualifications  of  voters 
who  shall  ofier  to  vote,  and  if  any 
person,  on  such  examination,  shall 
knowingly  swear  falsely,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury.  If  any  person  offer  to 
vote,  at  any  general  or  annual  elec- 
tion, who  is  not  legally  entitled  to 
vote,  he  shall  forfeit  $20. 

Fire  Cobcpanibs. — Two  fire  com- 
panies were  incorporated. 


Insurance  Compant. — The  Rah- 
way  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  incorporated. 

Lands. — Thirty-four  acts  were 
passed  in  relatipn  to  certain  lands, 
authorizing  trustees,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators  and  guardians,  to  sell 
and  convey,  &c. 

A  resolution  was  passed  by  which 
the  legislature  declared  that  the 
land  bill,  then  before  congress,  em- 
braced  and  provided  for  the  interests 
of  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  impartial  jus- 
tice and  comprehensive  eq\uty  of 
its  provisions  deserved  the  support 
of  their  senators  and  representatives 


m  congress. 


Laws  of  the  stats. — The  go- 
vernor is  empowered  to  employ 
some  proper  person  to  compile  and 
prepare  for  the  press  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  which  are  of  a  general 
and  permanent  nature,  and  all  acts 
of  incorporation  which  are  declared 
to  be  public  acts,  which  have  been 
passed  since  the  last  revision  of  the 
public  laws  in  force ;  the  acts  are 
to  be  printed  in  chronological  or- 
der. 

Manufacturing    Companibs. — 
Five  Companies    were  incorpora- 
ted. 

Peat  Company. — The  NewJer- 
sey  Peat  Company  was  incorpora- 
ted. 

Penitentiary. — The  sum  of 
80,000  is  appropriated  to  the  erec- 
tibn  of  a  state  penitentiary,  capable 
of  holding  one  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners ;  it  is  to  be  constructed  on 
the  plan  of  the  state  penitentiary  of 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Rail-roads. — An  act  was  passed 
to  incorporate  the  Delaware  and 
Jobstpwn  Rail  or  McAdamized  Road 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  $60,006, 
and  the  liberty  to  increase  it  to 
•200,000. 


NEWJBRSET. 
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SoiTTH  CxaouNA. — ^A  resolutioa 
was  passed,  disapproving  of  the  or- 
dinaoce,  &c.  of  4he  state  of  South 
Carolina,  approving  the  principles 
contained  in  the  proclamation  of  the 
president,  &c. 

SiATBTAX.-An  act  was  passed  to 
raise,  by  a  state  tax,  the  sum  of 
•40,a00,  for  the  year  1838. 
Expenses  op  the  Government. — 
The  appropriation  bill  gives  to  the 
governor,  for  the  current  year,  a 
salary  of  $2,000 ;  the  chief  justice 
91,200;  the  two  associate  justices^ 
each  91,100;  the  state  treasurer 
•1000 ;  the  law  reporter  and  chan- 
cery reporter,  each  $200;  the 
attorney-general  $80 ;  the  quarter- 
master general  $100 ;  the  adjutant- 
general  $100 ;  the  vice-president 
of  council,  and  the  speaker  of  the 
house  are  each  allowed  $350 ;  and 
the  members  of  either  house  $3  a 
day  during  the  sitting  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  $3  for  every  twenty 
miles  travel  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  seat  of  government*  The 
clerks  of  the  two  houses  are  also 
each  allowed  $3  a  day,  8  cents  for 
writing  every  100  words  in  the 
records,  and  for  copies  to  the  print- 
ers.    The  sergeant*at-arms  and  tlie 


door  keepers,  are  «toh  allowed  $3 

a  day.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  the 
governor  receives,  being  ex-officio 
chancellor,  fees  for  his  chancery 
duties,  and  that  there  are  perquisites, 
though  inconsiderable  in  amount^  at- 
tached to  the  duties  of  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court.  The  attorney- 
general  also  receives  fees  in  all  case* 
of  criminal  conviction.  The  legis- 
lature, at  the  late  session,  authorized 
the  governor  to  borrow  ten  thousand 
dollars,  at  5  per  cent,  for  building  a 
new  penitentiary. 

The  following  resolution  also  wa» 
passed  in  the  house  of  asserobly,  by 
a  vote  of  thirty-one  to  fourteen* 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  council  ani 
general  assembly  of  the  staie  of  Nem^ 
Jersey^  That  our  senators  be  in* 
structed,  and  our  representatives  in 
congress  be  requested,  to  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  maintain  the 
present  judiciary  system  of  theUnited 
States  inviolate,  to  give  adequate 
protection  to  American  industry,  ta 
foster  and  uphold  internal  improve- 
ments, and  to  vote  for  and  advocate 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  such 
modifications  as  may  be  deemed- 
necessary. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Bank0.  1833. — From  the  report  of 
the  auditor  general,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  amount  of  banking  capital  in  this 
state  is  ....  |$1':^061,944  51 

Notes  in  circulation  -  -  10^,251  61 
Due  to  depositors  -  -  .  7,708,764  25 
Due  to  other  banks  -  -  2,696,409  46 
Specie  on  hand,  *    -      3,896,145  76 

Due  by  other  banks  -  -  2,560,160  72 
Notes  of  other  banks  •  -  3,714,90123 
Notes  discounted  -  -  29,968,406  15 
Unclaimed  dividends  -    -    -    325,946  17 

Real  estate 1,216,212  74 

Contingent  fund   -    -    -      1^780,606  01 

Finances  for  the  year  eadmg  the  31st 
of  October,  1833. 

Lands  and  land  office  fees       $48,319  64 


Auction  commissions       -         15^700  00^ 
Auction  duties       -  -         79,038  06 

Dividends  on  bank  stodc  -        143^  00^ 
Dividends  on  bridge,  navigation 

and  turnpike  stcKk  -  28,535  90 
Tax  on  bank  divkiends  -  45,404  H 
Tax  on  offices  -  -  14,399  51 
Tax  on  writs,  Ac.  -  -  24,771  00- 
Fees,  secretary  of  state's  office  728  33 
Tavern  licenses  -  -  52,267  16 
Duties  on  dealtfs  in  foreign  mer- 
chandize ...  61,480  86 
State  maps       ...  131  30 

Collateral  inheritaBces      •      160,096  26 
Pamphlet  laws         •       •  96  96 

MiliUa  and  exempt  fines    -  1,602  00 

Tin  and  clock  pedlers'  lioenoes    9,461  9^- 
Hawkers'  and  pedlers'  liceaoes    3,095  45 
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Increase  of  county  rates  and 

levies 
Tax  on  personal  property 
Elscheats 
Canal  tolls  . 
lioans 

Premiums  on  loans 
Premiums  on  bank  charters 
Old  debts  and  miscellaneous 


185,177  32 

43,685  37 

1,746  99 

151,419  69 

8,539,987  00 

335,651  73 

1(»,297  90 

5,119  74 


4,047,050  62 
Balance  in  treasury,  Nov.  1, 
1832        .       .       .       .     117,167  16 

$4,164,217  78 

Expenditures — 
Internal  improvements       $2,588,879  13 


Expenses  of  government 

Militia  expenses 

Pensions  and  gratuities 

Education 

House  of  refuge 

Interest  on  loans 

Pennsylvania  claimants 

State  maps 

Internal  improvement  fund 

Penitentiaiy  at  Philadelphia 

Penitentiary  near  Pittsburg 

Conveying  convicts    . 

Conveying  fugitives  . 

Miscellaneous 

Defence  of  the  state    . 


212,940  95 

20,776  99 

29,303  21 

7,954  48 

5,000  00 

94,317  47 

351  00 

187  30 

755,444  01 

44,312  50 

23,047  75 

1,350  22 

581  50 

12,187  97 

160  00 


3,796,794  48 
Balance  in  the  treasuryi  Nov. 
1, 1833  367,423  30 

$4,164,217  78 
CatuU  TolU  $151,419  69 

Elections,  1B32, — For  Chvemor. 


For  Wolf       .... 
Ritner      .... 
CJongress 
Administration 
Opposition       .... 

91,235 
86,186 

15 
13 

PHILADELPHU. 
Deaths  for  1833— 

AdulU 

Children 

2099 
2341 

Births-- 

Males 

Females     .       \       .       .       . 

4440 

3840 
3802 

7642 
CoMMoxf  SCHOOLS. — By   an  act 
passed  by  the  legislature,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  sovemor,  in  April, 
1831,  it  is  provided  Uiat  the  proceeds 


of  certain  public  lancb  shall  \i^  set 
apart  in  orider  to  constitute  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  common  schools* 
No  portion  of  this  fund  can,  how. 
ever,  be  applied,  until  it  shall  yiel4 
an  annual  interest  of  $100,000,  when* 
the  interest  only  may  be  employed 
as  directed  by  the  legislature.     The 
amount  of  money  credited  to  this 
fund,      on    the     1st   April,   1833, 
was  9203,332  16,  and  it  is  expected 
that  in  the   course  of  this  year   it 
will  increase  to  9546,563  72.     Pro- 
gressing  in  the  same  ratio,  it  will 
still  require  between  eight  and  nine 
years  to  raise  an  amount  sufficient 
to  realize  au  interest  of  9100,000. 
A  writer  in  the  Susquehanna  regis- 
ter,  computes  the    exact  date  for 
distribution  on  the   1st  July,  1842, 
but  it  is  evident  that  the  revenue  of 
the    fund  may  vary   considerably 
from  the  estimates  he  has  formed  of 
its  annual  increase.     The  act,  how- 
ever, ceases  by  limitation  in  1836, 
at  which  time,  it  is  calculated,  the 
fund  will   yield  but  9600,879  3^2. 

This  appropriation,  however,  is 
but  ideal,  the  whole  fund  having 
been  expended  in  internal  improve- 
ment, and  the  state  of  education  in 
Pennsylvania  is  probably  far  behind 
that  of  any  of  the  middle  or  northern 
states. 

Several  years  ago,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  more  than  half  of  the 
children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen,  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
attending  any  school ;  and,  according 
to  the  report,  the  situation  of  things 
is  not  much  better  at  the  present 
time.  A  plan  is  therefore  proposed 
of  establishing  the  several  counties 
as  divisians,  which  are  to  be  sub. 
divided  into  school  districts,  under 
general  regulations.  Among  these, 
the  income  of  the  state  school  fund 
is  to  be  divided,  on  condition  that  an 
additional  sum  shall  be  raised  by  as- 
sessment within  the  districts. 


PENNSYLVANIA.  90§ 

ISd2^    Dec. — ^The    message  of  aggregate  of  711  miles  of  intenia^ 

feovernor  Wolf  to  the  legislature,  improvement, 
is  occupied  almost  exclusively  with        Legislation. — At  the  session  of 

the  domestic  affairs  and  internal  im.  the   legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in 

provements  of  the  slate.    The  loans  1832-33,  one  hundred  and  seventy^ 

authorized  by  the  last  legislature  to  five  acts^  and  twenty.four  resolu^ 

be  effected  in  behalf  of  the  state,  for  tions,  were  passed, 
the   several  sums*  of  $2,848,680,        Appeals. — An  act  Was  passed  ta 

and  8300,000  to  be  applied  to  the  facilitate  appeals  by  guardians  from 

public  improvements,  were  both  ta-  the  judgments  of  justices  of  tbe 

ken — the  former  at  9 114  08,  aild  peace,  and  fram  the  awards  of  arbi- 

the   latter   8115  09,  for  $100   of  trators. 

stock,  bearing  five  percent,  interest,        Annuities. — Twenty-tWQ^     aetv* 

and  redeemable  atlefr  July,  I860,  were  passed  granting  annuities  and 

With  these  funds,  twenty-two  miles  gratuities  to  a   number  of  soldier^ 

of  the  Philadelphia   and  Columbia  and  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  revo^ 

rail-road  werecumpleted  with asingle  lutionary  war^ 
track,  and  a  continuous  navigation        Bank. — The  Merchants  and  Man*' 

of  171  miles  by  canal  and  slack  wa-  ufacturers  Bank  of  Pittsburg  wa» 

ter  navigation  was  opened  from  Co-  incorporated,  with  a  capital  stock  of 

kimbia  to  HoUidaysburg,  in  Hunting.  8600,000. 

don  county,  on  the  eastern  division  of       BaiD6ES.-^^Six  acts  were  passed 

the  Pennsylvania  canal.     Seventy^  in  relation  to  different  bridges;  six 

one  miles  of  canal,  rail-road,  and  bridge    companies    were*  incorpo- 

•lack  water    navigation^  was    the  rated. 

whole  amount  of  work  executed  du-        Boroughs. — Thirteen    boroughs 

.ring  the  year,  and  they  make  the  were  incorporated, 
total  extent  of  internal  communica-        Cemetery.—  The     Philadelphia 

tion  within  the  state,  open  and  ready  CJemetery  Company  was  ineorpo. 

for   active   operations,   more    than  rated. 

Jive  hundred  mii^^^all  made  within  ^    Corporations. — The  service  of 

six  years.  Such  fu rther  progress  th^  any  civil    process    upon   the  toll, 

governor  observes  has  been  made,  gatherer  of  any  corporation,  in  the 

that,  if  the  legislature  provide  the  ne-  proper  county,  and  next  to  the  place 

eessary  means,  112  miles  more  of  ca-'  where  the  damage  or  damages  shall 

nal  and  slack  water  navigation,  and  have   been'  committed,  shall  be  us 

W  miles  of  rail-road,  will  becomple.  good  and  valid  irt  law,  as  if  served 

ted  within  the  next  session.    A  single  on  the  president,  or  other  principal 

rack   upon  the    Philadelphia   and  officer  ol'any  corporation;  but  where 

Columbia  rail-road,  from  its  present  a  suit  shall  be  commenced,  and  the 

termination  to  the  borough  of  Co.  processr  served  on  the  toll.gatherer< 

lumbia-Mlistance  59  miles — may  al.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff 

so  be  finished  at  the  pleasure  of  the  to  cause  reasonable  notice  to  be 

legislature^  given  to  someone  of  the  olBcen  of 

When  those  works  shall  have  been  the  company  aforesaid,  of  the  com.* 

completed,  Pennsylvania  will,  and  by  mencement  of  any  such  suit,  before 

her  own  means,  have  constructed,  trial  and  final  J ud^^ment. 
within  seven  years,  593  miles  of  ca.        When  information  shall  be  given 

oal  and  slack  water  navigation,  and  to  the  auditor-general,    that   any. 

118  miles  of  rail-road-Haakiog  on  lands  in  this^tate  have  boea  pttfcha* 
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■ed  by  any  incorporated  company, 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  or  in  the 
name  of  trustees  or  feodees,  for  its 
use,  without  the  license  of  this  com- 
monweahh,  or  have  como  into  their 
possession  by  any  manner  or  device 
whatever,  he  shall  proceed  to  ap- 
point a  deputy  esclieator,  who  shall 
forthwith  hold  an  inquest,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  existing  laws 
relative  to  escheats,  and  the  deputy 
escheator  and  all  other  officers  and 
persons  concerned  shall  have  like 
powers,  be  entitled  to  like  fees,  and 
'be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions 
and  liabihties,  as  is  provided  in  the 
case  of  the  escheat  of  the  lands  of 
an  individual,  for  the  want  of  heirs 
or  known  kindred. 

If  any  such  associations,  now  en- 
gaged in  mining,  shall  discoptinue 
all  their  operations,  under  their 
several  acts  of  incorporation,  within 
one  year,  then  and  in  that  case,  the 
commonwealth  does  hereby  release 
to  the  individuals  composing  said 
associations,  according  to  their  re- 
spective interests,  all  the  right,  title, 
and  interest  which  the  common- 
wealth has  acquired  to  the  real 
estate  of  said  associations,  respect- 
ively, in  pursuance  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  relative  to  mortmain. 

The   Delaware   Coal  Company, 
and  the  North  American  Coal  Com- 
pany were   authorized  to  continue 
their  operations,    with   the  powers, 
and  subject  to  the  liabilities  of  cor- 
porations created  in  this  state,  on  the 
lands  now  held  by  them,  under  their 
respective  charters,  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  before  or  at  the  eoi  of 
which  period  they-  shall  dispone  of 
their  lands. 

Coal  Companies. — An  act  was 
passed  to  incorporate  the  Lycoming 
Coal  Company ;  the  capital  is  not  to 
exceed  9500,000. 

The  Delaware  Coal  Companyi 


and  the  North  American  Coal  Com* 
pany,  are  vested  with  the  same  cor- 
porate powers  and  privileges  as 
chose  granted  to  the  Lycoming  Coal 
Company,  for  five  years ;  and  they 
are  authorized  respectively  to  cre- 
ate a  capital  stock  not  exceeding 
8300,000;  but  these  powers  are 
to  cease  unless  they  relinquish  the 
charters  obtained  from  other  states. 

Courts. — In  all  cases  where  let- 
ters rogatory  shall  be  issued  out  of 
any  court  of  any  territory  or  state 
of  the  Union,  requesting  any  court 
of  common  pleas  in  this  state  to  afl 
ford  its  aid  in  the  examination  of  any 
witnesses  within  the  limits  of  its  ju- 
risdiction,  such  court  of  common 
pleas  may  issue  subpcenas  to  such 
witnesses,  requiring  their  attendance 
either  before  such  court  of  cominon 
pleas,  or  before  commissioners, 
under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  SlOO ; 
in  case^of  the  non-attendance  of  any 
such  witness,  process  of  attachment 
may  be  issued ;  and  any  party  in- 
jured by  such  non-attendance,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  same  remedies  at 
law  against  the  person  subpoenaedy 
as  are  provided  where  a  subpoena 
is  issued  from  a  court  of  record  of 
this  Slate  in  a  case  (>ending  therein ; 
if  any  person  subpoenaed  refuse  to 
testily,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the 
same  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
such  court  of  common  pleas,  as  if 
he  had  refused  to  testify  in  a  case 
pending  in  any  court  of  record  of 
this  Slate. 

Debt,  imprisonment  fob. — No 
person  shall  be  imprisoned  ibr  any 
debt  or  sum  of  money  due  on  con- 
tract, contracted  from  and  after  the 
4ih  of  July,  18M3,  where  the  debt 
demanded,  or  judgment  obtained,  is 
less  than  85,84  cents,  exclusive  of 
costs. 

DESCENT     AND  DISTRIBUTION     OF 

ESTATES*— An  act  was  passed  con. 
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'itainiag  numemus  proviaiona  as  to  zed  to  borrow  the  sum  of  9530f000 

'the  descent  and  distribution  of  the  for  these  purposes, 

estates  of  intestates.  The  governor  was  authorized,  for 

Fire    and    hosb    companies. —  the  purpose  of  aiding  the    Union 

Eleven   fire  and  hose    companies  Canal  Company*  to  subscribe  on  be- 

were  incorporated.  half  of  the  state,  for  1000  shares  of 

Hospitals. — The    Philadelphia  the  stoek  of  the  company ;  for  the 

hospital  was  incorporated.  payment  of  which  subscription,  he 

Internal  Improvement. — The  is  to  issue  to  the  company  a  certi- 

following  appropriations  were  made  ficate  of  loan  for  $200,000,  bear- 

for  the    purpose  of  continuing  the  ing  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half 

improvement  of  the  state   by  rail-  per  cent. ;  the  principal  redeemable 

roads  and  canals:  for  the  Phiiadel-  afler  April  10,  1863. 

phiaand  Columbia  rail.road  $1,111,.  The  following  rail-road  companies 

968 ;    for  the    Allegany  Portage  were  incorporated : 

rail.road,  $414,793  ;    for  the  Co-  The  Wyoming  and  Lehigh  Rail- 

lumbia  line  of  the  eastern  division  road  Company;   capital  not  to  ex« 

ofthe  Pennsylvania  canal,  $3.5,835;  ceed  $600,000. 

for  the  Prankstown  line,  $32,712;  The   Philadelphia  end  Readily 

for  the  Wyoming  line  of  the  north  Rail-road  Company, 

branch  division,  $115,202  ;  for  the  The  Morristown  and  Mount  Car- 

Lycoming  line  of  the  west  branch  bon  Rail-road  Company ;  capital  not 

division,  including   the  Lewisburg  to  exceed  $2,000,000. 

cross  cut,  $47,007  ;  for  the  French  The  Susquehanna  Rail-road  Com. 

-Creek  division,  $162,491;  and  for  pany ;     capital     not    to    exceed 

the  Beaver  division,  $  1 97, 159.  $2,000,000. 

The  governor  was  authorized  to  A   large   number  of  acts  were 

'borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  passed  in  relation  to  the  construe* 

and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed-  tion  and  alteration  of  state  roadsy 

ing  five  per  ^cent.  per  annum,  the  6ec.     Acts  were  also  paissed  ^r  the 

•um  of  $2,540,661,  to  be  applied  to  incorporation  of  fourteen   turnpike 

the  payment  of  the  contracts  neces-  road  companies.     Two  free  road 

sary  to  be  made  to  complete  the  companies  were  incorporated, 

works  directed  to  be  completed.  Insurance   Companies. The 

The  sum  of  $100,000  is  appro-  Chsmbersburg  Insurance  Company 

priated  to  the  construction  of  feed-  was  incorporated,  with  a  capital  ^ 

era,    towing    paths,   guard    locks,  $50,000.  By  the  same  act  the  tfua- 

weigh  locks,  bridges,  &c.,  and  other  tees  ofthe  Fire  Association  of  Phila* 

necessary  works  on  old  lines  of  ca-  delphia  were  incorporated, 

nal ;  the  sum  of  $100,000  to  the  Lands. — A  resolution  was  pass, 

payment   of  claims  for    damages  ed,  declaring  that  the  proceeds  of 

against  the  state,   arising  out  of  the  the  public  lands  ofthe  United  States^ 

construction  ofcanals  and  rail- roads;  when  no  longer  required   for  the 

the  sum  of  $300,000  to  the   pay.  payment  of  the  public  debt,  ought 

ment  of  the  expenses  of  repairs  on  to  be  distributed  amon^  the  several 

canals  and  rail-ruads ;  and  the  sum  states  of  the   Union,  in  just  and 

•of  $30,000  to  the  construction  of  equitable  proportions, 

certain  works  on  the  river  Susque*  Lotteries.— From  and   after 

.hanaa.    The  governor  was  author!-  Dec.  1,  1833,  all  and  every  lottery 
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is  .to  be  utterly  and  entirely  abolish- 
ed.  After  that  day,  any  person 
wh<5  shall  be  in  any  wise  concerned 
in  the  snie  or  exposure  to  sale  of  any 
lottery  ticket,  and  any  person  who 
shall  advertise,  or  be  in  any  way 
concerned  in  the  managing,  or  draw- 
ing  of  any  lottery,  or  device  in  the 
nature  of  a  lottery,  shall,  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
not  less  than  $100,  nor  more  than 
$10,000,  or  be  sentenced  to  an 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  six 
months,  at  the  discretion  ofthe  court. 

A  resolution  was  passed  by  which 
the  governor  was  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  preceding 
act,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
solution to  the  several  states,  and 
I'equest  their  co-operation  to  effect 
the  entire  abolition  of  lotteries.  The 
governor  is  also  reqested  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  president,  with 
a  request  that  he  lay  the  same  be- 
ibre  congress,  and  use  such  mea- 
sures  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  best 
^calculated  to  effect  the  abolition  of 
lotteries  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Louisville  and  Portland  ca- 
WAL. — The  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  from  this  stale 
were  requested  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law 
to  enable  the  general  government 
to  open  and  render  free  for  the 
passage  of  boats  and  other  crafl,  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal. 

PENiTENTiAmiRS. — An  act  was 
passed  appropriating  the  sum  of 
$190,000  for  the  purpose  of  alter- 
ing  the  western  state  penitentiary. 


and  completing   the  eastern  8tat« 
penitentiary.  . 

Pittsburg. — The  auditor  gene- 
ral is  directed  to  apply  to  the  may^ 
or,  &c.  of  Pittsburg  for  the  sum  of 
843,906,  the  amount  expended  by 
the  agents  of  the  commonwealth  on 
the  canal  improvements  in  the  said 
city,  over  and  above  the  sum  of 
$65,567 ;  in  case  a  settlement  of 
the  claim  is  not  obtained  within  three 
months,  the  governor  is  instructed 
to  institute  legal  proceedings  against 
the  city.  It  appears  that  this  claim 
arose  from  a  guaranty  by  the  city 
of  the  payment  of  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  construction  of  a 
canal  through  the  crty  of  Pittsburgy 
beyond  the  sum  of  $65,567. 

Religiocjs  Societies. — Four  re- 
ligious societies  were  incorpornted* 

Saving  fund  societies. — Three 
savings  fund  societies  were  incor- 
porated. 

Screw  Dock  Compant. — The 
Kensington  Screw  Dock  Company 
was  incorporated. 

Theological  Seminary. — Tbd 
trustees  of  the  theological  seminary 
at  Canonsburg,  belonging  to  the 
synod  of  the  associate  presbyterian 
church  of  North  America,  were  io^ 
corpora  ted. 

Tariff. — A  resolution  was  pass- 
ed, asserting  the  constitutionality  of 
the  tariff,  and  denying  the  right  of 
a  state  to  nullify  the  acts  of  cop^ 
gress. 

Wills  and  testaments. — An  act 
was  passed  in  relation  to  wills  and 
testaments. 


DELAWARE. 


Elections. — 1832. 

For  Governor. 

Bennet^  administration,       ...  4220 

Naudain,  opposition, 4166 

For  Congress. 

Milligan,  opposition,       ....  4363 

Bates,  acbninistratioo,-    -    -    -    -  ^1^ 


Legislation. — Laws  passed  at  a 
session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
commenced  at  Dover,  on  January 
8, 1833. 

Administeators  and  Exbcu* 
TORS. — Where  any   creditpr  shal) 


iraeoyer  judgment  before  a  justice  of  it  be  rent-charge,  rent-seek,  quit- 

:lhe  peace,  against  any  executor  or  rent  or  otherwise,  (except  rent  in 

^ministrator,  for  a  debt  under  $50,  arrear  upon   the  demise  of  lands, 

and  there  are  no  assets  applicable  &c.)  issuing  out  of  or  charged  upon 

thereto,  the  creditor  may  apply  to  any  lands,  &;c.,  the  person  entitled 

ihe  register  of  the  county  to  issue  a  to  such  rent  may  distrain,  us  well 

citation  to  the  executor  or  adminis-  the  ^rain,  grass  and  other  produce 

trator   to  appear  and  show  cause  found    on    the    premises,   whether 

why  he  shall  not  prefer  a  petition  to  growing  or  severed,  as  the  horses, 

the  orphan's  court,  of  the  county  cuttle  and  other  goods  and  chattels, 

wherein  any  lands,  &o.  of  such  de-  being  u|)on  the  premises,  chargeable 

ceased  person  are  situate,  to  make  with  ihe  said  rent.     The  husband 

Jtn  order  for  the  sale  of  1 1. e  same,  of  a  wife  entitled  to  rent  as  afore- 

for  &  payment  of  such  part  of  the  said,  shall  have  the  same  remedy  as 

debts  of  the  deceased  as  his  per-  during  her  life,  for  the  arrears  of 

aonal  estate  is  insufficient  to  satisfy,  the  rent  accruing  during  the  mar- 

]f  upon  a  hearing  before  the  register,  riagc ;  and  a  person  entitled  to  any 

it  shall   appear   that  the  personal  rent  as  uforesaid,  for  thejifeof  aa- 

estate  is  insuflicient,  and  that  the  other  person,  may   distrain  in  the 

creditor  will  be  remediless  without  same  manner  after  the  death, 
auch  sale,  the  register  is  authorized        Lottery   Tickets. — No    person 

to  direct  the  executor  or  adminis-  shall  sell  or  dis|X)se  of  any  lottery 

4rator  to  apply  to  the  orphan's  court  ticket,  or  of  any  part  or  share  of  a 

for  such  order.  lottery  ticket,  without  having  first 

Coal    ConpANtES. — The    Broad  obtained  a  license;  for  which  there 

Mountain  Coal  Company,  and  the  shall  be  paid  $100 ;  which  license 

Powhattan  Coal  Company,  were  in-  shall  continue  in  force  one  year,  and 

corporated.  shall  limit  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets 

Canals.— An  act  was  passed  to  to  one  stand  or  shop.  If  apy  per- 
incorporate  a  company  for  the  pur-  son  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  any  lot- 
pose  of  coastructing  a  canal  be-  tery  ticket,  &c.,  contrary  to  the 
twcen  the  waters  of  Nanticoke  river,  provisions  of  this  act,  he  is  to  forfeit 
and  Broad  Kiln  creek ;  the  capital  {20  for  every  such  lottery  ticket, 
is  $500,000.  &c.  so  sold. 

A   company  was   also   incorpo-        Mayhem. — Mayhem  of  a  genital 

rated,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  to  member  is  made   punishable  with 

4»>nstruct  a  canal  connecting  Lewis'  death,     x 

jcreek  with  Indian  river  and  Chesa-        Marriage. — ^It  shall    be   lawful 

peake  bay,  by  Pocomoke  river.  for   a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  or- 

Cuancblloe. — By  this  act  it  is  dained  and  appointed  according  to 

provided,  that  the  chancellor  shall  the  rules  of  the  church  to  which  he 

not  sit  in  any  cause  in  which  his  pa-  belongs,  to  solemnize  all  marriages 

rent,  grandparent,  child,  grandchild,  where  the  parties  are  neirroes  or 

brother  or  sister,  nephew  or  niece,  mulattoes,   without   any  license  or 

uncle  or  aunt,  brother- in-law  or  son.  publication  of  the  bans;  before  any 

in-law,  shall  be  a  party.  such  marriage  shall  be  solemnized, 

CoLLEOB. — An  act  was  passed  to  each  of    the   parties   (being  free) 

jestablish  a  college  at  Newark.  shall  produce  the  certificate  of  some 

Landlord  AND  Tenant.— When-  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 

/byer  any  rent  is  in  arrear,  whether  in  which  he  or  she  may  reside  re. 
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•pectiyelyy  of  his  or  her  freedom; 
or  (being^a  serraot  or  slave)  shall 
produce  the  written  consent  of  his 
or  her  master  or  mistress,  to  such 
marriage.  If  any  minister  shall  so. 
lemnize  any  marriage  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  820. 

Manufacturing  Compajct. — The 
New  Castle  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany was  incorporated,  with  a  capi- 
tal  of  $200,000. 

PABTmoN. — A  further  act  was 
passed  in  relation  to  the  partition  of 
Ujids  aiid  tenements  among  joint 
tenants  and  tenants  in  common. 

Steam  Navigation  Company 

An  act  was  passed  to  give  effect  in 
Delaware,  to  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  incorporating  the 
People's  ^>team  Navigation  Com-^ 
pany,  for  the  conveyance  of  passen- 
gers and  transportation  of  merchan- 
dise, between  the  cities  of  Philadel- 
phia and  BaltinfK>re. 

Rail-roads. — A  company  was  in- 
corporated for  building  a  raii-road 
from  Dover  to  Mahon's  river.  A 
compaiiy  for  making  a  raii-road  and 
cutting  a  canal,  from  the  town  of 
Milfbrd,  to  Mispilian  creek.  The 
Wilmington  and  Susquehanna  Rail- 
road Company  was  authorized  to 
form  a  union  with  companies  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  rail-roads  in 
those  states,  to  unite  with  the  WiU 
^mington  and  Susquehanna  raii-road. 

Slaves. — The  chief  justice  or 
any  associate  judge,  upon  petition  to 
him  in  vacation,  shall  have  power 
to  grant  a  license  to  the  owner  of 
■any  .slave,  to  export  the  same  from 
this  state,  or  to  bring  the  same  from 
any  other  into  this  state,  upon  such 
conditions  as  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per ;  he  is  also  authorized  to  grant 
a  license  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 
any  tract  of  land,  situate  in  the  state 


of  Maryland  adjoining  this  state,  !• 
employ  his,  her  or  their  slave  or 
slaves  upon  such  tract  of  land,  and 
to  puss  and  repass  them,  to  and 
from  the  state  of  Maryland  to  this 
state,  for  such  purpose.  No  slave 
exported  from  or  brought  into  this 
state,  or  passed  or  repassed  to  and 
from  the  state  of  Maryland  to  this 
state,  pursuant  to  such  license, 
shall,  bv  reason  thereof,  be  entitled 
to  his  or  her  freedom. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
passed  in  reply  to  the  resolutions  of 
South  Carolina. 

Resolved  J  That  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
whirh  is  a  form  of  government  es- 
tablished by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  expressly 
provided  a  tribunal  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
settlement  of  all  controversies  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the 
respective  states,  and  of  all  contro^ 
versies  arising  under  that  instrument 
itself. 

Resolttd,  That  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America, 
does  not  recognise  any  such  tribunal 
or  political  assemblage  as  a  conven- 
tion of  the  «to/e« ;  but  has  expressly 
provided  for  modes  of  amendment, 
if  amendment  be  necessary,  in  the 
fifth  article^as  follows :  The  con- 
gress, whenever  two  thirds  of  both 
houses  siiall  deem  it  necessary, 
shall  propose  amendments  to  this 
constitution :  or  on  the  application 
of  the  legislatures  of  two  thirds  of 
the  several  states,  shall  call  a  con. 
ventton  for  proposing  amendments, 
which,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  this  constitution,  when  ratified  by 
the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of 
the  several  states,  or  by  conven- 
tions in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the 
one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifioatioa 
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may  be  proposed  by  the  congress*  also  adopted  by  the  legislature  of 

Any  other  mode  must  therefore  be  this  state* 

repugnant  to  its  provisions.  Resolved ^  That  io  the  opinion  of 

Resolved^  That  such  a  conven«  this  legislature^  it  would  greatly 
tion  to  propose  amendments,  when  promote  the  interest,  comfort  and 
called  by  congress,  must  be»  in  the  prosperity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
nature  of  things,  a  convention  of  the  peninsula,  formed  by  the  waters  of 
people  from  whom  the  constitution  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays, 
derived  its  authority,  and  by  whom  if  they  were  united  under  one  go- 
alone  it  can  be  altered,  and  not  a  vernment. 
convention  of  the  states.  Eesolmd,  That  it  comports  with 

Resohedy  That  no  such  political  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  people 
assemblage  as  a  convention  of  the  of  this  state,  that  the  people  of  the 
<fti/«f,  could  take  place  as  a  cofu^t^tc-  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  and  of 
iional  organ  6f  government ;  and  this  state,  should  be  united  under 
that,  if  assembled,  it  could  have  no  one  government,  and  that  the  region 
such  power  as  that  set  forth  by  the  of  country  inhabited  by  them  re- 
resolution  of  South  Carolina,  to  con-  spectively,  should  be  denominated 
9ider  and  determine  such  questions  the  state  of  Delaware^ 
of  disputed  power  as  have  arisen  Resolved^  That  the  governor  oi 
between  the  states  of  this  con-  this  state  be  and  he  hereby  is  au« 
federacy  and  the  general  govern-  thorized  and  empowered,  in  case  the 
ment.  above  measure  should  meet  the  ap« 

Resolved^  That  it  is  not  expedient  probation  of  the  legislature  of  the 

for  congress  to  call  a  convention  for  state  of  Maryland,  to  appoint  three 

proposing  amendments  at  this  time,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this 

But  that  if  any  amendments  be  ne-  state  to  meet  such   as  may  be  ap- 

cessary,  it  comports  with  the  views  pointed  on  the  part  of  the  state  of 

of   the    general   assembly  of  this  Maryland,  to  carry  the  measure  into 

state,  that  they  should  be  proposed  execution    and    settle    the    details 

in  the  other  nrKxle  provided  by  the  thereof,  subject  to  the  final  ratifica-^ 

constitution — by  two  thirds  of  both  tion  of  the   legislatures  of  the  two 

house  of  congress.  states,  and   that  of  the  congress  of 

The  following  resolutions   were  the  United  States. 

MARYLAND. 


Elections— 1832.— James  Tho- 
mas  was  elected  governor  of  the 
state  l)y  the  legislature. 

Tbomu G9 

Blank  14 

Joseph  Kent  was  elected  senator 
from  March,  1833. 

ForKent 64 

S.  Smith         ....        25 

Finances. — The  receipts  into  the 
treasury  for  1883,  including  the  cash 
balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  were  $568,913 
02,  and  the  actual  expenditures 
•^87,082  74.     Upon  this  balance 


of  $31,830,28  there  are  claims  for 
unsatisfied  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  $42,967— exhibiting  aa 
actual  deficit  of  $11,136  82. 

For  the  year  1834,  the  receipts 
are  estimated  at  $245,580  14,  and 
the  expenditures  at  $264,523  73, 
exhibiting  a  furthei[  deficit  of 
$18,^43  59.  Total  deficit  $30,080 
41. 

The  common  free  school  fund  of 
the  state,  invested  in  productive 
capital,  is  $97,800 ;  the  free  schod 
fund  of  the  counties  so  inrastedy  is 
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650.188  60  ;  th«  uninTSated  balsDCe 
of  cash  is  817,017  09;  making 
Uji^utlier  816t,4S5  75,  as  the  aiigre. 
pain  of  the  slate  sclioul  fuodd — of 
whiali  the  receiptefor  the  year  were 
81fl,172  23. 

The  aggregate  of  the  productive 
capital  of  the  sinking  fund  for  the 
redt^mption  of  the  debt  for  the  tobac- 
co ina[>ectioa  ware-houses,  the  poili. 
tuniiary,  the  university  and  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  rail-road  stock,  is 
8.)  1,156  13. 

The  productive  capital  of  the  state, 
in  stocks  and  cash  on  interest 
(9335,104  74,)  loanr  and  bonds, 
amounts  to  8»i)3,859  80  ;  which  is 
worth  an  avera^'o  premium  of  (en 
per  cent.  The  revenue  from  that 
capital  is  851,516  5S. 

The  unproduclSve  capital,  consist- 
ing of  stocks,  bonds,  &c.  which 
yet  pay  no  inlerest,  amounts  to 
Sl.ai7,41i  76. 

The  aggregate  capital  in  the 
treasury,  therefore,  at  par  valua,  is 
S2,151,:)0-2  50. 

This  does  not  include  the  real 
property  belonging  to  the  stale  in 
public  buildings,  the  government 
offices,  hospital,  university,  peniten. 
tiary,  wliarvea,  ware-houses,'  &c. 
nof  the  appropriations  made  for 
public  objects,  the  cleaning  out  of 
the  harbourof  B.-iltimore,  the  VVaah- 
mi^'ton  monument,  &c.  oil  which 
would  amouqt  to  several    millions 

18:]  3— Geological  Stthvet. — ■ 
Messrs.  Ducatel,  Alexander,  and  Ty- 
sou,  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the 
executive  to  make  a  geological 
survey  of  the  state,  were  en< 
gnged  this  summer  in  exploring 
the  county  of  Montgomery.  Tliey 
discovered  strong  jndicalions  of 
great  mineral  wealth  iu  Alleghany 
County;  and  it  is  supposed  that 
that  heretofore  neglected  part  of  the 
uatais  destined  to  become  the  Wales. 


of  Maryland,  yielding  inexhuiMibfs' 
supplies  of  iron  and  coal. 

A  memorial  presented  to  the  !»■ 
gislature  of  Maryland,  slates  that 
4381  emigrants  arrived  at  Balli-' 
more  in  1831,  and  7946  in  1833, 


Copg  of  a  lelterfrom  Joiiah  Bay- 
lift  Esq.,  attorney  general,  lothe  goo- 
emor  of  Maryland,  relative  to  lk» 
obstructions  in  the  Suaquchannah. 

Cambridge,  Feb.  27(A,  1832. 
Hit  txcelltncy  the  Govenwr  and  Couneil. 
The  clerk  of  the  council,  by  tha 
direction  of  your  honourable  body, 
has  transmitted  to  me  copies  of  a 
resolution,  passed  at  the  last  session,' 
of  the  report  of  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  thereof,  and  of 
a  resolution  passed  ut  the  present 
session  of  (lie  general  assembly, 
relative  to  certain  dams  heretofore 
constructed  in  the  Susquehunnuh 
river,  within  the  territorial  limicsof 
the  slate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her 
authority,  some  of  which  have  re- 
cently been  destroyed.  The  object 
of  the  hist  resolution  is  to  prevent 
the  reconstruction  of  such  as  have 
been  destroyed,  and  for  that  purpose^ 
the  governor  is  requested  forthwith 
to  take  such  measures  as  be,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council,  may  deem  proper  and  expe- 
dient to  prevent  snch  re-construc- 
tion: My  opiaion  and  advice  are 
requested. 

In  the  performance  of  rtiy  official 
duty,  1  have  carefully  examit>ed  the 
several  documents,  by  Which  it  ap.' 
pears  that  the  claim  of  Maryland 
has  been  urged,  at  different  timesr 
on  several  distinct  principles,  the 
law  of  naliuns,  prescription,  compact' 
and  oontract  within  the  raeamn^  o^ 
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th#  federal  oonstitution,  the  power  the  states.   Thej  have  been  respect- 

of  congress  to  regulate  commerce  ed  aod  held  inviolable, 
with  foreign  nations  and  among  the        The  clause    of  the  constitution 

several  states,  and  the  grant  of  the  granting  to  the  citizens  of  each  state, 

immunities  and  privileges  of  citizens  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the 

of  the  several  states,  to  the  citizens  several  states,  has  never   been  con- 

of  each  state.     These  principles  are  strued  to  confer  any  such  power  or 

irrelevant  to  this  case,  and  the  claim  authority,  but  its  construction  has 

cannot  be  sustained  upon  either  of  been  strictly  confined  to  the  subject 

them.  matter  to  which  it  relates,  aud  to 

Remonstrance  to  the  legislature  none  other, 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  heretofore,  is,  in        The  report  of  the  commissioners 

my  opinion,  the  only  proper  mea-  admits,  that  the  act  of  Penosylva* 

sure  that  can  be  taken.     Measures  nia>  1801,  is  not  a  compact,  agree- 

of  coercion  or  of  compulsion,   can-  ment,  or  contract,  within  the  mean- 

not  with  propriety   be  adopted,  or  ing  of  the  constitution,  and  that  the 

legally  enforced.     If  the  right  to  acts  of  1801  and  1827,  are  constitu- 

continue,  or  to  reconstruct  the  dams  tional ;   if  so,  they   are  subject  to 

shall  continue  to  be  asserted  and  re-  repeal,  amendment,  or  modification, 

dress  refused,  there  is  no  remedy,  at  the  will  and  discretion  of  the  legis. 

The  subject  matter  of  complaint  lative  power,  and  the  exercise  of 

proceeds  from  the  local  regulations  such  authority  cannot  be  controvert, 

enacted  by  Pennsylvania,  in  aid  of  ed  by  any  judicial  tribunal, 
her  internal  improvements,  and  can-        The  right  of  a  state  to  those  parts 

not  be  noticed  by  the  judicial  tribu-  of  navigable  rivers,  creeks  or  other 

nals.     The  esclusive  right  of  sove-  waters  within  the  territorial  bounds 

reign  jurisdiction  within  the  territo-  of  other  states,  claimed  or  derived 

rial  limits  ef  a  state  to  enact  muni-  from  the  law  of  nations,  or  by  pre- 

cipal  laws,  regulating  internal  iro-  scription,  may  be  well  questioned, 

provements  and  domestic  police,  and  If  such  rights  are' tenable  andean 

declaring  public  highways  by  land  be  sustained,  why  did  Maryland  and 

or  water,  to  be  opened,  obstructed,  Virginia,  in  1785,  make  a  compact 

changed,  altered  or  improved,  is  a  upon  that  subject,  and  thereby  as- 

power  reserved  to  the  states  and  not  certain  and  establish  their  respective 

mconsistent   with    the  eonstitution.  rights,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference 

Maryland   and  every  state  of  the  to  the  act  of  confirmation,  passed  at 

union  claim,  and  have  exercised  the  November  session,  1785.     If  the 

same  prerogative.     The  Pennsylva.  right  was  sufficient,  the  compact 

nia  acts  of  1801  and  1827,  which  was  unnecessary, 
gave  rise  to  the  present  contest,  are        Why  has  the  general  govern* 

of  this  character,  and  cannot  be  ju-  ment,  in  admitting  new  states  into 

dicially  impeached.  the  union,  cautiously  required  and 

The  power  vested  in  congress  to  imposed  a  fundamental    provision 

regulate  commerce  witK  foreign  na-  reserving  such  rights  to  the  citizens 

tions  and  among  the  several  states,  of  other  states,  as  the  indispensable 

has  never  been  construed  to  confer  and  unqualified  condition  of  their 

any  constitutional    right  to  control,  admission  7    If  the  right  existed  and 

impede,  preventer  interfere  with  the  was  valid  by  the  law  of  nations  or 

municipal  lawSf  and  internal  regula-  by  prescription,  such  provision  and 

tXMW  of  either  foreign   nations  or  of  indispensable    oondition  would  be 
85 
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unnecessary.  Coi^ress  hu  thought 
other  wiM. 

Why  ware  the  Maryland  net  of 
ITdfl&ndtheocioriSl.H,  passed?  }f 
the  Susquehannah  river  in  Pennsyl. 
vania,  was  at  that  time  a  public  high. 
way,  these  acts  wete  unnecessury, 
and  could  give  no  additional  rights 
but  these  acts,  in  connexion  with  oth- 
ers, inconteslably  prove,  that  at  ilmt 
time  the  river  was  not  navigable,  ac- 
.. . , ,  cording  to  thecomnran  acceptation  of 

|ll  '^  the  term;  that  individuals  or  bodies 

corporate,hadnoouthority  to  remove 
I'l;  li!  the  natural  obstructions    impeding 

the  navigation  within  the  limits  of 
Pennsylvania,  without  her  assent  ; 
And  that  a  right  by  the  law  ofna- 
ttoni  in  prescription,  wna  not  claimed 
or  retted  on  by  Maryland.  After 
a  careful  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  conclude,  that  remonstrance 
to  the  proper  authorities  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  is  the  only  measure  ;  1  can- 
not advise  any  other. 

JosuH  Batly. 
Leoislatiok. — 1838. — The  mes- 
•ageof  governor  Howard  was  trails- 
mitted  to  the  legislaiitre  on  the  3d 
of  January.  In  consequence  ofiiie 
probable  fate  of  the  Uniled  States 
bank,  the  governor  recommend.s  the 
immediate  chartering  of  a  state 
bank,  to  be  founded  upon  the  funds 
of  the  state.  In  regard  to  the 
works  of  internal  improvemoni  in 
progress  within  the  state,  he  Etales 
that  an  unexpected  obstacle  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail-road  had  arisen,  in  the 
refusal  of  the  canal  company  to 
permit  the  rail-road  to  pass  the 
diOicult  and  narrow  places  in  the 
valley  of  the  Potomac  in  company 
with  the  cnnal.  Besides  refusing 
the  permiaaion  requested  by  the 
state  of  Maryland,  the  directors  of 
the  canal  have  changed  its  original 
location  along  the  narrow  passes 
toween  the   point    oF  rocks   and 


Harper's  ferry,  and  bav*  occuped 
the  ground  in  such  «  manner  aa  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  the  rail- 
road being  extended  through  that 
part  of  the  valley.  The  governor 
complHtnsof  this  discourtesy  on  the 
part  of  the  canal  company,  and  sug- 
gests measures  for  inducing  the 
company  to  retrace  its  steps.  Not- 
wiihslunding  this  impediment,  there 
is  no  fear  that  the  rail-road  will  not 
be  complf-led,  though  with  conside- 
rable additional  expense. 

Lotteries  are  denounced,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  procure  the  co-opera- 
tion ofall  the  slates  to  abolish  ibeni 
throughout  the  union. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  at 
its  session,  begun  on  December  81, 
1832,  passed  three  hundred  and 
ighieen  acts,  and  eighty-nine  reso- 
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were  incorporated. 

Amkhicin  Colonization  Socibtt. 
An  net  W09  passed  to  repeal  the  act 
of  1826,  making  appropriations  for 
(he  benefit  of  (he  American  Coloni. 
zaiion  Society;  the  reasons  given 
are  that,  on  account  of  the  restric- 
tions of  that  act,  the  society  had  not 
drawnon  the  treasurer  for  the  appro- 
priation, and  that  the  state  had  now 
embarked  in  the  work  of  coloniza- 
tion on  her  own   resources. 

Appeals. — An  act  was  passed - 
granting  appeals  from  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  from  the  several 
county  courts,  as  courts  ofequity,'to 
the  court  of  appeals  in  certain  cases. 

Ajioiher  act  was  passed  respect. 
ing  appeals  in  cases  of  issues  sent 
for  trial  from  the  orphans'  courts. 

From  and  aft«;r  September  1, 
1833,  where  any  judgment  of  any 
county  court  shall  be  affirmed  by 
the  court  of  appeals,  and  it  shall 
appear  to  the  latter  court  that  the 
appeal  or  writ  of  error  waa  tskea, 
or  sued    out  merely  for  delay,  th« 
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eoart  of  appeals  shall  award,  over  from,  or  clainos,  &c.  against  any 

and  above  the  interest,  damages  for  corporations  in  favour  of*  or  belong, 

delay,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  ing  to  any  minor,  feme  covert,  or 

per  annum,  for  the  time  between  the  lunatic,  the  guardian,   husband,  or 

rendition  of  the  judgment   in  the  committee   respectively,  is   to    be 

county  court    and   the  affirmance  competent  to  make  the  oath  or  af. 

thereof.  firmation  required  by  the  acts  above 

Attachment. — An  act  was  pass^  referred  to  ;  in  cases  of  debts,  &c. 

ed  to  subject  stocks  and  funded  pro.  accruing  to   any  corporation,   the 

perty  to  attachment  and  execution  president,    treasurer,     cashier,   or 

for  debt.  other  officer  of  such  corporation, 

Canals. — Acts  were  passed  to  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  compe. 

incorporate  the  Beaver  Dam  and  tent  to  make  such  oath  or  affirroa* 

Harrington  Branch  Canal  Compa-  tion ;  where  any  attachment  shall 

ny;  and  the  Lewis  and  Pocom<^e  issue  against  the  property  of  any 

Canal  Company.  corporation,  such  corporation  may 

CoLLBGBs. — The    Mount    Hope  in  cases  where  a  natural  person  if 

Institution,  in  the  vicinity  of  Balti-  defendant  might,    by  entering  spe- 

more^  was  established  and  constitu-  cial  bail  to  the  action,  dissolve  such 

teda  college;  an  act  was  alsa  passed  attachment,  dissolve  the  same,  by 

to    incorporate     the     Washington  entering  into  bond  with  security  for 

Medical  College  of  Baltimore.  paying  and  satisfying  the  judgment 

Constitution  of  the   state. —  that  may  be  rendered  against  said 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  in  re-  corporate  body, 

gard  to  the  true  construction  of  the  An  act  was   passed  to  regulate 

constitution  of  this  state,  in  relation  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  cor. 

to  persons  holding  offices  of  trust  or  porations,  in  case  of  the  abuse  or 

profit,  under  the  authorities  of  this  non-user  of  their  powers  and  fran- 

state,  who   may  hold   an  appoint,  chises^  for  the  purpose  of  vacating 

ment  under  the  general  government,  and  annulling  their  charters, 

and  for  the  more   fully  explaining  The  governor   with   the  consent 

the  same,  therefore  it  is  enacted  that  of  the  council,  is  required  to  appoint 

no  postmaster   or   his   deputies,  no  three  suitable  persons  to  represent 

marshal  or  his  deputies,  shall  hold  the  state  at  all  meetings  of  the  stock, 

any  office  under  the  government  of  holders  of  any  and  all  joint  stock 

the  state,  or  exercise   any  of  the  companies,  which  have  been,  or  may 

functions  of  any  office   which  he  bej  hereafler  incorporated  to  make 

now  has  or  may  hereafler  receive  roads  and  canals,  and  to  vote  there, 

from  the  executive  of  this  state,  in  accohling  to  the  interests  of  the 

after  May  1,  1833,  under  the  pe.  state, 

nalty  of  850  for  every  such  offence.  Courts. — This  is  an  act  further 

Corporations. — The    provisions  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  the 

of  the  several   acts  prescribing  the  several  courts  of  equity.     The  7th 

manner  of  suing  out  attachments,  section  provides^  that   where  any 

are  to  apply  to  all  debts  due  from,  infant  feme  covert  shall,  in  respect 

and  claims  against,  and  judgments  to  her  dower,  unite  with  her  hus. 

recovered  against,  and  to  all  debts  band  in  any  conveyance  or  lease^ 

dae,  and  clainns  accruing  to  any  executed  and  acknowledged  in  form 

corporations,  in  all  cases  of  debts  fi)r  passing  feme  covert's  real  estate. 
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and  the  court  of  ctumcery,  or  any 
county  court,  aa  a  court  of  equity 
■hall  deem  such  convey auce  or 
lease  expedient,  auch  court  may, 
according  to  the  rulea  of  equity. 
proceed  to  adjudge  that  auch  coo- 
veyance  or  lease  be  confirmed  aitd 
declared  Talid.  Where  the  defend- 
ants in  any  suit  ahall  be  iafaots,  reai. 
diiiginenyother  state, on  the  petition 
□rthDcomplainant  a  commission  may 
be  issued  to  any  two  persooSi  in  the 
discretion  of  the  chancellor,  or  any 
judge  of  the  equity  court,  as  com* 
mission  era,  authorizing  them,  or 
either  of  them,  to  appoint  a  guar- 
dioD  to  answer  for  such  infants,  and 
to  take  the  answer  of  such  guar. 
dian  ;  and  the  answer  of  every  in. 
faiit  ao  taken,  in  any  case,  shall  be 
as  effectual  as  if  taken  under  a  com. 
mission  duly  executed  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  such  court. 

iMpniSONJlEMT  FOB  DEBT. — The 
act  of  1830  to  abolish  imprisonment 
for  debt,  on  certain  judgments,  ren- 
dered by  justices  of  the  pence,  was 
repealed ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  con. 
SI  rued  to  extend  to  judgments  obtain. 
ed  before  March  20,  1833. 

Tikxss. — This  act  was  passed  to 
facilitate  the  coll>»:tion  of  taxes  on 
the  estates  of  deceased  person^  re- 
quiring executors  and  administra- 
tors to  render  an  account  in  writing 
to  the  commissioners,  &c,  of  the 
property  of  deceased  persons,  which 
is  liable  to  assessment  &c. 

DivoBcES. — Twenly-fivB  acts  of 
divorce  were  passed. 

Fbeb-uasoNs. — An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Cambridge  Lodge. 

Hat,  &a. — All  hay  and  strow 
sold  by  weight  in  thisstale, shall  be 
sold  by  the  net  hundred,  and  every 
twenty  hundred  pounds  net  weight 
■hall  be  considered  a  ton. 

HoRTICDLTtlHAL      3oCIBT7.— An 


act  was  passed  to  incorpoikte  Iba 
Horticultural  Society  of  Mary!ai>d. 

Ihspbction  law. — An  act  was 
passed  to  provide  for  the  inspectka 
of  plaster  of  Paris  in  Baltimore. 

iNBUBAitcB  CoxrAHT— The  Qo- 
neral  Insurance  Company  of  Mary. 
land  was  incorporated  with  a  capi' 
tal  of  8IU0.0OO,  which  tho  compa- 
ny is  authorized  to  increase  to 
•  1,000,000. 

Licences — This  act  providestlial 
nothing  therein  contained  shall  bo 
construed  to  require  persons  to  take 
out  a  license  for  the  sale  of  cider  or 
small  beer  made  by  the  person 
offering  to  vend  the  same,  or  to  pro- 
hibit  the  distiller  ofspirituous  liquors 
from  selling  without  license,  in  quan- 
tities less  than  a  quart,  the  spirits 
distilled  by  the  seller. 

NoTABiBs  Pdbuc. — Notaries  ara 
empowered  to  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations,  in  all  cases  of  a  civil 
nature  in  which  they  may  be  ad- 
ministered by  a  justice  of  the  peace } 
and  a  certificBle  under  the  notarial 
seal  of  any  notary  public,  is  to  be 
suliicient  evidence  of  his  having 
administered  such  oath. 

Odd  pELLows.-^hree  lodget  of 
the  order  of  Independent  Odd  Fel- 
lows were  incorporated. 

OTsTEBG.~It  is  provided,  that 
whenever  the  sheriff  of  any  county 
shall  have  summoned  his|ws«B  eomi- 
talut,  with  the  intention  to  proceed 
to  the  capture  and  arrest  of  any 
boats  or  vessels,  which  may  be  en- 
gaged in  taking  oysters  in  violation 
of  the  law,  he  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  seize  upon  and  take 
possession  erf*  any  vessel  or  steam, 
boat  in  his  bailiwick,  which  he  may 
find  it  necessary  to  employ  for  such 
purpose;  but  in  ease  any  injury 
may  be  sustained  by  such  vessel  or 
etesDi-boat,  tbeowners  shall  be  en- 
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titled  to  receive  from  the  state  full  saviDgs  institutioDfl  were  incorpora- 
indeniDity  for  the  samoy  and   also    ted. 

compensation  and  indemait j  for  the  Nkorobs. — Several  acts  were 
use  of,  And  detention  of  such  vessel  passed  in  relation  to  free  negroes 
or  steam-boat.  and  slaves. 

PASSENGBSs.~An  sct  was  passed  In  all  cases  where  the  wife  or 
in  relation  to  the  importation  of  pas-  the  husband  of  any  slave  held 
sengers  into  the  state ;  masters  of  and  owned  in  this  state,  bj  any 
vessels  are  required  to  report  the  citizen  thereof  shall  be  a  slave 
names,  ages,  &c.  of  alien  passen-  owtied  and  possessed  by  an  inhabi- 
^er3,  and  to  pay  in  respect  to  every  tant  of  any  adjoining  state,  district, 
such  passenger  who  shall  be  above  or  territory,  the  owner  of  such  slave 
the  age  of  five  years,  the  sum  of  one  may  purchase,  import  and  bring 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  the  clerk  of  into  this  state,  from  such  adjoining 
the  county  in  which  alien  is  landed,  state,  &c.  the  said  wife  &c. ;  pro- 
or  to  the  mayor  or  register  of  Balti-  vided  the  solemnization  of  the  mar- 
more,  if  he  is  landed  there ;  or  they  riage  ceremony  between  such 
may  become  bound  by  specialty,  slaves,  according  to  the  form  of 
with  sureties  to  such  clerk,  &c  in  somo  one  of  the  churches,  or  reli- 
a  sum  not  exceeding  9150  for  each  gious  convnuoities  of  this  state,  be 
passenger,  as  aforesaid,  to  indemni-  proved  by  the  affidavit  in  writing 
fy  the  county,  &c.  from  all  expenses  of  the  person  so  purchasing  such 
which  may  be  incurred  at  any  time  slave,  or  by  the  affidavit  of  some 
within  two  years  for  the  mainte-  other  creditable  white  person,  and 
nance  of  such  passenger;  penalties  left  to  be  recorded  with  the  clerk  of 
are  provided  in  cases  of  violation  the  county  court  of  the  county  into 
of  the  act.  which  such  slave  shall  be  introdu- 

Pilotage. — ^Vessels  of  the  burden    ced  ;  and  provided  also,  that  such 
of  130  tons  and  under,  engaged  in    marriage  ceremony  shall  have  been 
the  coasting    trade,  shall   not  be    performed  before  the  passage  of  the 
obliged  to  take  a  pilot  or  pay  half   act  of  December,  1831. 
pilotage  from  the  port  of  Baltimore        Land  Companies. — The  South 
to  the  capes  in  Virginia  ;  where  a    Baltimore  Land   Company  was  in- 
controversy  shall  arise  between  the    corporated,     with    a     capital  \of 
roaster  of  any  coasting  vessel  and  a    8500,000,  and  the  Toulon  Compa- 
legqlarly  licenced  pilot,  the  parties    ny,  with  a  capital  of  92,000,000, 
are  authorized  to  take  the  case  be-    for  the  improvement  of  lands  in  the 
fore  a  single  justice  of  the  peace  for   vicinity  of  Baltimore,  the  erection  of 
a  hearing  and  settlement  of  the  dis-    wharves,  &c. 
pute.  Geological  Sitbte7.— -A  rcsolu- 

Rail-hoads. — Acts  were  passed,  tion  provides  for  the  appointment  of 
providing  for  the  continuation  of  the  an  assistant  to  the  engineer  to  be 
Baltinnore  and  Ohio  rail-road  to  appointed  on  the  subject  of  a  state 
Harper's  Ferry ;  and  incorporating  map ;  the  assistant  is  to  make  the 
the  Somerset  and  Worcester  Rail-  necessary  geological  researchest 
road  Company ;  the  capital  of  the  and  report  upon  the  expediency  and 
hitter  company  is  $100,000.  probable  cost  of  a  geological'survey 

SAvmos  bfSTinrnoNs. — Fifteen   of  the  state. 
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NmxiFicATion,  &c. — A  resolu- 
tion waa  passed,  denying  ihe  right 
of  any  state  to  milliry  aa  act  of 
congress,  or ,  to  secede  from  the 
Union,  &c 

Re  VOLUTION  J  «T  FEHsions. — Nu. 
Bwrous  pensions  were  granted,  in 
considenition  of  revolutionary  ser- 
vices. 

h  CoLontzATioif. — In  the  house  of 
delegates,  January  I6th,  it  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered,  Thnt  the  commitloe  on 
-  thecolouraJpopulalkin  beinutructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  designating  somo 
future  day,  beyond  which  all  slaves, 
who  may  be  bom  in  thia  slate  after 
that  period,  shall  be  free  upon  ar- 
riving at  a  given  age,  and  upon  con. 
dilioD  not  to  be  permitted  to  remain 
in  this  state  ;  but  shall  be  removed 
to  Africa,  or  soma  other  place  of 
•afbty,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  HH  may  be  provided  for 
by  law,aDdinake  report  to  this  house. 


PuBuc  hAvoa. — The   fbllowiD^ 

resolution  was  pnaaed  by  the  house 
of  delegates,  by  a  vote  of  48  to 
23. 

Resolved,  That  the  recom. 
mendation  by  the  president  of  the 
Untied  States  in  his  last  annual 
message  to  congress,  to  cede  the 
public  lands  to  the  new  states  ia 
which  they  are  located,  is  impolitic^ 
unjust  and  highly  injurious  to  thfe 
fair  and  legitimate  daima  of  Mary- 
land;'and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  those 
whom  we  represent,  solemnly  to 
protest  against  tlie  adoption  of  such 
a  policy,  and  at  the  sametime  earn' 
estly  to  request  our  representatives 
in  congress  to  give  a  zealous  support 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  from  the 
senate,  providing  for  the  diatributioD 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  <^  the 
public  lands  amongst  the  several 
states  and  territories  of  this  union, 
DOW  pending  in  the  house  of  repre. 
sentatives  <^  the  United  States. 


Fdtakcbs. — The    following  is  a 
statement  of  the  public  funds  of  the 
state,  deposited  in  the  banks,  on  the 
Sd  of  November,  1833  : 
To  th«  credit  of  tb«  coiD- 

moDwaaltb  .        9589,1:13  04 

Literarj;  fund  .  .  ■  45.707  53 
JtaiM  river  compinj  •  .  38,564  45 
Bo«rdorpublic«i>Tk«.  .  .  14.457  11 
North  wMWrn  T.  S.  ro&d  .  53,417  39 
Gain  in  obufa  ...  4  B5 


C-29,383  27 
Pbmitiniiabt,  1833. — In  the 
Virginia  penitentiary  the  whole 
number  of  convicts  does  not  eiceed 
150,  white  and  black,  and  of  these 
only  8  ore  females,  all  of  whom  are 


black.  To  the  honour  of  the  stater 
be  it  said  that  there  is  not  a  singl» 
white  women  amongst  them.     Tbs 

legislature,  session  before  the  last, 

pardoned  the  only  one  while  female 

who  was   conflned  within  its  walls. 

Te  Uu  tdilort  of  tkt  Lfnc/iburg 

Atmospbebis  Phekoubnoit. 
Gentlemen;  On  this  morning, 
between  two  o'clocic  and  daybreak, 
we  were  presented  with  a  moat 
beauliful  display  of  electrical  excite- 
ment in  the  upper  regions  of  the  at- 
mosphere,  probably  not  excelled  in 
interest  by  the  similar  meteoric 
phenomenon  of  November,  1802. 
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At  10  o'clock  last  night,  I  was  grees.     The  meteors  Tanished  from 

•truck  with  the  uncommon  trans-  sight   without  a  visible  or  audible 

parency  of  the  atmosphere  and  bril-  explosion,   and   for   the  most    part 

iiance  of  the  stars.     Soon  after  hav.  without  scintillations, 

ing  my  attention  thus  called  to  the  No    appearance  of  the    aurora 

peculiar    state  of  the    air,  1  felt  a  borealis    was    observed,    nor    the 

flight  repetition  of  the    tremulous  slightest  vapour  of  any  kind.     The 

motion  of  the  earth,  which  has  re-  air  continued,  as  on  the  evening  be- 

peatedly  been  observed  in  this  vici-  fore,  entirely, pellucid, 

nity  of  late.  At  half  past  6  o'clock,  the  ther- 

The  shoolmg  stars,  of  which  we  mometer  stood  at  54  degrees,Far., 
had  so  impressive  an  exhibition  this  the  barometer  at  29  inches  and  4 
-morning,  made  their  first  appearance  tenths,  and  the  hygrometer  at  about 
in  our  hemisphere  between  2  and  3  28  degrees.  No  change  was  no- 
o'clock,  but  I  did  not  notice  them  ticeable  to  the  magnetic  dip,  varia- 
until  about  5  o'clock.  From  the  tion  or  intensity.  Gold  leaf  elec- 
vast  number  and  brightness  of  the  trometers  were  excited  by  a  touch  ; 
meteors,  the  sight  was,  at  that  time,  Bennet's,  placed  oq  the  prime  coo- 
indescribably  beautiful.  Their  ge-  ductor,  with  the  cushion  insulated, 
neral  course  was  from  the  south-east  rose  on  a  slight  motion  of  the  ma- 
-to  the  north-west,  the  most  of  them  chine.  The  pendulum  of  De  Luc's 
appearing  to  the  south-west  of  our  dro  pile  was  accelerated, 
zenith.  They  first  came  into  view  Your  most  obedient  servant, 
20  or  30  degrees  to  the  east  of  our  F.  G.  Smitet* 
x^lestial  meridian,  and«  extended  Lynchburg^Ntwember  ldfl8S2. 
their  flight  40  or  60  degrees  to  the  Nullification. — At  the  com- 
west  of  it.  Their  general  motion  mencement  of  the  session  of  the 
was  probably  horizontal,  although,  legislature  on  the  Ist  monday  of 
from  the  position  of  the  observer,  of  December,  1832,  a  message 
they  seemed  to  fall.  Th^ir  path  was  transmitted  to  the  legislature  by 
was  marked  by  a  train  of  light  governor  Floyd,  in  which  strong 
which  was  most  brilliant  near  the  ground  was  taken  against  the  tariff^ 
point  of  their  disappearance,  contin-  and  an  evident  leaning  was  nuini- 
uing  from  3  to  7  or  8  seconds,  and  fested  towards  the  doctrines  of  South 
sprinkling  the   heavens  with   long,  Carolina. 

bright  dashes  of  light,  resembling  in  Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the 

their  form  the  marks  made  on  the  ordinance,   and  the  issuing  of  the 

window,   by    the  first   drops  of   a  proclamation,   by  the  president  of 

shower  driven    against  the   glass,  the  United   States,     an    additional 

The  colour  oi  the  light  was  general-  message  was  sent  in,   communica- 

ly  a  pure    white,    but    sometimes  ting  those  papers  to  the  legislature, 

tinged  with  a  reddish  hue  ;  and  so  They  were '  immediately  referred* 

great  was  the  number  and  fre<)uen-  i  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brodnax,  to  a  select 

cy  of  the  meteors,  as  to  illuminate  committee,  and  a  long  and  elaborate 

the  night  sensibly,  though  slightly,  report  was  made  on  the  20th  of 

The  average  flight  of  each  ball  was  December,  which  after  being  deba- 

over  an  arc  of  about  50    degrees,  ted,  modified,  and  amended  by  both 

The  phenomenon  was  most  brilliant  branches  of  the  legislature,  resulted 

to  the  south  and  west  of  Lynchburg,  in  the  following  resolutions,  which 

«t  an  elevation  of  from  30  to  60  de-  were  passed  in  the  house,  ayea  77, 
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nays  47,  and  in  the  sunate,  aye*  28, 

Whereas,  The  general  usembly 
of  Virginia,  actuaieil  by  an  ardent 
desire  to  preaorve  iKc  peace  and  har. 
mony  of  our  comniori  country,  rely- 
ing upon  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
each  and  every  stutf-  of  the  uniOD, 
as  a  sufficient  pledge  that  their  rep- 
rcaenlatives  in  congress  will  ao 
modify  the  acts  laying  duties  and 
imposts  on  tlie  importnlion  of  foreign 
commodities,  commotily  called  the 
taritr  acts,  that  they  will  no  longer 
furnish  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
peopleof  any  parliciilur  state,  believ. 
ing  accordingly,  that  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  arc  mistaken  in  sup. 
posing  that  congress  will  yield  them 
no  relief  from  the  pressure  of  those 
acta,  especially  an  the  auspicious 
approach  of  the  exlinguiahment  of 
the  public  debt,  afTords  a  just  ground 
for  the  indulgence  of  a  contrary  ex- 
pectation ;  and  conlidcnt  that  they 
are  too  strongly  aiiached  to  the 
union  of  the  slates,  to  resort  to  any 
proceedings  which  miaht  dissolve  or 
endanger  it,  whilst  lliey  have  any 
fair  hope  of  obtaining  their  object 
by  more  regulnr  ami  peacful  mea- 
sures; persuaded,  al.so,  that  they 
will  lisleD  willingly  and  respectfully 
tothevoico  of  Virginia,  earnestly 
and  alTectionately  ruqueating  and 
«nlreating  them  to  rescind,  or  aua- 
pend  their  late  ordinance,  and  await 
the  result  of  a  combined  and  strenu> 
ous  efibrt  of  the  friends  of  union  and 
peace,  to  efiect  an  adjustment  and 
reconciliation  of  all  public  differen- 
ces now  unhappily  existing;  regard- 
ing, moreover,  an  appeal  to  force 
on  the  part  of  the  general  govern, 
ment,  or  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  South  Carolina,  as  a  inea- 
sure  which  nothing  but  extreme 
necessity  could  justify  or  excuH  id 
either;  but  apprehensive,  at  tbs 
■ame  lime,  that  if  the  preMnt  atato 


ofthinga  is  allowed  to  continue,  acta 
of  violence  will  occur  which  may 
lead  to  consequences  that  all  would 
deplore ;  cannot  but  deem  it  a  solemn 
duly  to  inlerpoee  and  mediate  be- 
tween the  high  contending  partiea, 
by  the  declaration  of  their  o[unioaa 
and  wishes,  which  they  trust  that 
bothwill  consider  and  respect :  there- 
fore 

1.  Retohed,  iy  the  general  at- 
tembly,  in  the  name,  and  on  heiui2f 
of  the  people  (f  Virginia,  That  the 
competent  authorities  of  South  Caro- 
lina be',  and  they  are  hereby  earoeat- 
ly  and  respectfully  requested  and 
entreated  to  rescind  (he  ordinance 
of  the  late  convention  of  that  slate, 
entitled,  "an  ordinance  to  nullify 
certain  acts  of  ihe  congress  of  the 
United  States,  purporting  to  be  la wa 
laying  duties  and  imposts  on  the  im. 
portation  of  foreign  commodities ;" 
or,  at  least,  to  suspend  lis  operatton 
until  the  close  of  the  Grat  aeaaioii  of 
the  next  congreei. 

2.  Retohed,  That  the  congreee 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  earnestly  and  respect- 
fully requested  and  entreated  ao  to 
modify  the  acts  laying  dutiea  and 
impoats  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
commudittea,  commonly  called  the 
tariff  acta,  as  to  efiect  a  gradual  but 
speedy  reduction  of  the  reaultmg 
revenue  of  the  general  goverameitl, 
to  the  standard  of  the  necessary  aod 
proper  expenditures  for  the  auppoit 
thereof, 

3.  Besohed,  That  the  people  of 
Virginia  expect,  and,  in  the  opinion 
ofthe  general  assembly,  the  people 
of  the  other  states  have  a  right  to 
expect,  that  the  general  government, 
and  the  government  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  all  persons  acting  under 
the  authority  of  either,  will  careful- 
ly abstain  from  any  and  all  acta 
whatever  which  may  be  calculated 
to    diaturb  the  tranquillity  oftlw 
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« 

ebuntry,  of  endanger  the  existence  manner  as  he  may  deem  most  expe- 

af  the  union.  dient,  our  sincere  good  will  to  our 

4.  And  whereas,  considering  the  sister  state,  and  our  anxious  solici- 

opinions  which  have  been  advanced  tude  that  the  kind  and  respectful  re- 

and  maintained  by  the  convention  of  commendations  we  have  addressed 

South  Carolina  in  its  late  ordinance  to  her,  may  lead  to  an  accommoda- 

and  addresses  on  the  one  hand,  and  tion  of  all  the  difficulties  between 

by   the  president    of    the  United  that  state  and  the  general  govem- 

States,  in  his  proclamation,  bearing  ment." 

date  the  15th  day  of  December,  1832,  Beitjamin  Watkins  Leigh  was 
on  the  other,  the  general  assembly  then  unanimously  chosen  a  commis- 
deem  it  due  to  themselves,  and  the  sioner  under  the  la^t  resolution, 
people  whom  they  represent,  to  de*  At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  ses- 
etare  and  make  known  their  own  siou,  the  following  preamble  and  re- 
views in  relation  to  son>e  of  the  im-  solution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Knox : 
portant  and  interesting  questions  *<  Whereas,  a  bill  is  now  pending 
which  these  papers  present :  There-  before  the  senate  of  the  United 
fore^  resolved  dp  the  general  assembly,  States,  which  proposes  to  invest  the 
That  they  continue  to  regard  the  president  with  the  authority  of  em- 
doctrines  of  state  sovereignty  and  ploying  at  discretion  the  land  and 
state  rights,  as  set  forth  in  the  reso-  naval  forces  of  the  country,  for  the 
lutions  of  1793,  and  sustained  by  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
the  report  thereon,  of  1799,  as  un-  revenue  laws  of  the  general  govern- 
questionably  true,  and  worthy  of  all  ment;  and  whereas,  in  the  opinion 
acceptance;  but  that  they  do  not  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 
consider  them  as  sanctioning  the  there  exists  no  necessity  for  clothing 
proceedings,  of  South  Carolina  indi-  the  president  with  such  unlimited 
<5ated  in  her  said  ordinance,  nor  as  powers.  Resolved,  therefore,  by  the 
countenancing  all  the  principles  as-  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  that 
sumed  by  the  president  in  his  said  John  Tyler  and  William  C.  Rives, 
proclamation,  many  of  which  are  in  senators  in  the  congress  of  the 
direct  conflict  with  them.  United  States  from  the  state  of  Vir- 

Rescieed,  That  this  house  will,  by  ginia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
joint  vote  with  the  senate,  proceed  structed  to  vote  against  the  said  bill, 
on  this  day  to  elect  a  commissioner,  and  to  use  their  best  exertions  in 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  proceed  im-  order  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the 
mediately  to  South  Carolina,  and  same  ;  and  likewise  request  our 
communicate  the  foregoing  pream-  representatives  in  congress  to  do 
hie  and  resolutions  to  the  governor  likewise." 

Cft  that  state,  with   a   request  that  After  some  dehate,  and  a  refusal 

they  be  communicated  to  the  legis--  to  defer  the  fate  of  the  resolution, 

lature  of  that  state,  or  any  conven-  by  laying  it  on  the  table,  it  was  in- 

tion  of  its  citizens,  or  give  them  such  definitely  postponed  (^rejected)  by  a 

other  direction,  as  in  his  judgment  vote  of  75  to  51. 

may  be  best  calculated  to  promote  Colonization.— In  the  house  of 

the  objects  which   this    common-  delegates,  the  committee  of  finance, 

wealth  has  in  view ;  and  that  the  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  va- 

said  commissioner  be  authorised  to  rious  petitions  for  legislative  aid  to 

express  to  the  public  ftuthorities  and  the  colonization  society,  made  ale. 

people  of  our  sister  state,  in  such  port  conformable  thereto*    A  noo- 
36 
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tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Brodnaz  to 
lay  the  report  on  the  table,  which 
wasr  after  much  discussion,  rejected. 
Mr.  Dade  moved  thd*  indefinite  post- 
ponement, which  also,  after  consid- 
erable  debate,  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  57,  noes  57.  The 
house  adjourned  without  disposing 
of  the    subject*     On  Monday,  Mr. 


Ritchie  moved  to  take  up  the  rap- 
port— several  members  desired  tlmt 
'  the  vote  on  the  taking  up  should  be 
considered  as  a  test  vote.  The 
question*  was  then  taken,  the  ayes 
and  noes  being  called,  and  it  was 
taken  up— ayes  61,  noes  59.  It 
was  then  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 


NORTH-CAROLINA. 


Finances.— It    appears   by  the 
report  of  the  treasurer  of  North- 
Carolina,  that  the   balance  in   the 
treasury  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1832,  was  97,924  73,  and  the  re- 
ceipts between  that  period   and  the 
1st  November,  1833,  •188,819  97. 
The  disbursements  during  the  same 
period  were  9138,867  46  ;  Jeaving 
a  balance   in  the  treasury  at  the 
beginning  of  November,  of  $57,877 
24.     The  present    amount  of   the 
literary  fund  is  »117,024  81,  no  ex. 
penditures  from  it  having  been  made 
during    the  year.       The    present 
amount  of  the  internal  improvement 
fund  is  9979,  being  merely  nominal. 
Elections— 1 832.— The    ba  1  lot- 
ing  for  governor  in  the  legislature 
lasted  three  days.     D.  L.  Swain, 
was  at  length  put  in  nomination,  and 
Mr.    Polk    and    Mr.  Branch  being 
severally  withdrawn,  he  was  elect- , 
ed,  receiving  99  votes,  Speight  85, 
and  10  scattering. 

Internal  Improvements. — A 
convention  to  promote  internal  im- 
provenEients  met  at  Raleigh  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1833,  and  having  ap- 
pointed governor  Swain  the  presi- 
dent, it  proceeded  to  recommend  to 
the  general  assembly  that  a  fund 
should  be  created  for  this  object, 
and  that  the  state  should  subscribe 
two  fiflhs  of  the  stock  of  all  compa- 
nies chartered  for  internal  improve* 
ments. 


Organic  reieains. — Seftbubek, 
1833.— Among  the  organic  remains 
found  in  the  marl  pits  of  Lucas 
Benners,  Esq.  in  Craven  county. 
North  Carolina,  are  the  following : 

Several  pits  have  been  dug,  some 
of  them  to  the  depth  of  25  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  ten  feet 
below  the  present  surface  of  the 
river.  In  the  course  of  these  ex- 
cavations a  great  variety  of  interest- 
ing organic  remains  have  been 
fuund,  consisting  of  sea  shells,  bones 
and  teeth  of  fishes,  and  the  bones  of 
land  animals  of  prodigious  size. 
Mr.  B.  mentions  that  the  foUo^'ing 
ia  the  order  in  which  these  remains 
have  been  found :  1st,  Sharks'  teeth, 
and  the  fragments  of  hopes  of 
marine  fishes  mingled  with  sea 
shells.  2d,^ Teeth,  horns,  hoofs,  ribs^ 
vertebrae,  &c.  of  quadrupeds  that 
inhabited  the  land,  mingled  with  sea 
shells  of  great  variety.  These  re- 
mains of  land  animals  are  found  at 
the  depth  of  from  20  to  25  feet  be- 
low the  surface  of  the  earth. 
Among  them  are  recognised  with 
certainty  the  teeth  of  the  great 
mastodon,  (Mastodon  giganteum  of 
Cu  vier,)  the  hoofs,horns  and  verttbr® 
of  an  elk  of  great  size,  and  the  teeth 
of  an  animal  supposed  to  be  the  hy- 
ena. 

Legislation. — The  acts  passed- 
by  the  general  assembly  of  North 
Carolina,  at  the  session  of  1682.83^ 
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•croy  in  number,  one  hundred  and 
«zty-seven ;  of  which  twenty-four 
are  public  acts.  Fifty-three  reso- 
lutions were  adopted. 

Academies. — Eleven  academies 
were  incorporated. 

Capitol.— Fifty  thousand  dollars 
was  appropriated  for  the  rebuilding 
of  the  Capitol  in  the  city  of  Raleigh. 

Courts. — Nine  acts  were  passed 
in  relation  to  different  county  courts. 

Lands. —  An  act  providing  for 
the  registration  of  copies  of  grants 
of  land.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  to  cause  to  be  registered  in  the 
office  of  the  register,  any  certified 
copy  of  a  grant  from  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  for  the  lands 
lying  in  such  county ;  and  such  re- 
gistration shall  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  the  original  had  been  regis- 
tered. 

.  Militia. — Thirty  acts  were  pass- 
ed  in  relation  to  the  militia. 

Every  militia  captain  in  the  state 
is  required  to  enrol  on  his  muster 
list  all  Quakers,  Moravians,  Dun- 
kards,  Menonists,  and  others  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  of  bearing 
arms,  residing  within  his  district, 
and  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five;  but  they  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  muster  or  perform 
military  duty  except  in  cases  of  in- 
surrection, Or  invasion,  or  to  pay 
any  tax  for  said  exemption.  They 
are  in  these  cases  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute, or  pay  an  equivalent. 
Every  major  general  shall  review 
his  division  once  in  every  three 
years ;  and  every  brigadier  general 
to  review  his  brigade  once  in  every 
two  years.  If  any  general  officer 
fail  to  review,  equip  himself^  or  to 
make  an  annual  return  of  his  divi- 
sion or  brigade,  the  governor  is  re- 
quired to  cause  the  adjutant  general 
to  give  such  delinquent  officer  thirty 
days  notice  of  his  neglect  of  duty  ; 
«aDd  if  such  delinquent  does  not, 


within  forty  days  thereafter,  render 
a  satisfactory  excuse  fbr^  such  ne- 
glect, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  go- 
vernor to  strike  his  name  from  the 
list  of  officers,  and  report  to  the  next 
legislature  accordingly.  Captains 
of  the  several  companies,  except 
volunteer  corps  within  this  state^ 
are  not  to  call  their  men  together, 
without  their  consent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  company  musters,  more  than 
twice  in  each  year,  except  in  cases 
of  insurrection  or  invasion.  The 
commanding  officer,  at  any  muster, 
is  to  cause  the  militia  to  be  exer. 
cised  not  less  than  two  hours  on 
each  day.  ^  Field  officers  of  cavalry 
are  required,  once  in  every  two 
years,  to  review  the  cavalry  com- 
panies. 

Twenty-two  military  companiea 
were  incorporated* 

Slaves. — If  any  person  shall 
wickedly,  willingly  and  feloniously, 
carry,  convey  or  conceal  any  slave, 
the  property  of  any  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  this  state,  without  the  con- 
sent, in  writing,  of  the  owner,  with 
the  intent  of  enabling  such  slave  to 
effect  an  escape  out  of  this  state, 
every  such  person  shall  sufier  death 
'  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

Historical  Society. — The  North 
Carolina  Historical  Society  was  in- 
corporated.- 

Hotel  Compant. — By  this  act 
the  La  Fayette  Hotel  Company,  in 
the  town  of  Fayetteville,  was  incor- 
porated ;  its  capital  stock  is  not  to 
exceed  $25,000. 

Aghictjltural  Socibtt. — Certain 
persons  were  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  the  Macon  County  Agricul- 
tural Society. 

Boating  Company.— The  Hay. 
wood  Boating  Company  was  incor. 
porated  for  the  purpose  of  facilita- 
ting transportation  between  the  towns 
of  Haywood,  Fayetteville  and  Wil- 
mington ;  the  capital  stock  93,000. 


884 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1S83— 88- 


Witnesses. — Two  acts  were 
passed  to  restore  to  credit  the  per- 
sons  therein  named,  in  as  full  and 
ample  manner  as  if  they  had  never 
been  convicted  of  any  crinne. 

Rail-road  Company. — An  act 
was  passed,  incorporating  the  Ports- 
mouth and  Roanoke  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, 

The  Experimental  RGuI-road  Com- 
pany was  incorporated. 

Clerks  of  Courts. — An  act  was 
passed  vesting  the  right  of  electing 
the  clerks  of  the  county  and  superior 
courts  in  the  several  counties  within 
this  state  in  the  free  white  men 
thereof. 

Turnpike  Road  and  Bridge 
CoMPANiES.-^Threo  turnpike  road 
companies,  aDd  two  companies  for 
the  Erection  of  bridges,  were  incor- 
porated. 

Banks. — Three  new  banks  were 
chartered,  viz  :  the  bank  of  North 
Ca^rotina,  with  a  capital  of 
91,500,000.  The  state  is  at  liberty 
tQ,  take  $600,000  of  the  stock,  and 
to  appoint  four  directors.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  stock  to  be  sub- 
scribed  for  by  individualsi,  who  are 
to  appoint  six  directors.  The  Mer- 
chants'  bank  of  Newbern,  and  the 
Albemarle  bank  at  Edenton ;  the 
capital  of  the  former  is  $250,000 ; 
of  the  latter  $200,000. 

The  capital  of  the  bank  of  Cape 
Fear,  whose  charter  was  renewed,  is 
$800,000. 

Nullification. — The  following 
resolutions  were  passed  in  the  se^ 
Date,  47  to  7,  and  in  the  house,  98  to 

22. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  stale  of  North  Caroli- 
na, doth  entertain  and  doth  une- 
.quivocally  express  a  warm  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
^ed  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  general  as- 


sembly  doth  solemnly  declare  a 
devoted  attachment  to  the  federal 
union,  believing  that  on  its  cootinu- 
ance  depend  the  liberty,  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  these  United  States. 

Resoltedy  That  whereas  diversity 
of  opinion  may  prevail  in  this  state 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  acts 
of  congress  imposing  duties  on  inv- 
posts,  yet  it  is  believed,  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  think  those 
acts  unconstitutional  ;  and  they  are 
all  united  in  the  sentiment  that  the 
existing  tari^  is  impolitic,  unjustf 
and  oppressive;  and  they  have^ 
urged,  and  will  continue  to  urge  its 
repeal. 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  of 
nuHification  avowed  by  the  state  of 
South  Carolina,  and  lately  promul- 
gated in  an  ordinance,  is  revolution- 
ary in  its  character,  subversive  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  leads  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
union. 

Resolved,  That  our  senators  in 
congress  be  instructed,  and  our  re- 
presentatives be  requested  to  use  all 
constitutional  means  in  their  powei« 
to  procure  an  adjustment  of  the  ex- 
isting controversy  between  the  state 
oi*  South  Carolina  and  the  general 
government,  and  to  produce  a  re- 
conciliation between  the€onteD#Qg 
parties. 

Resolved  further,  That  a  Qopy  of 
these  resolutions  be  respectluUy 
communicated  by  his  excellency  th^ 
governor  of  this  state,  to  hi^  excel- 
lency the  governor  of  South  Carpli- 
na. 

A  resolution  submitted  hj^Mu 
Potts,  in  relation  to  the  controvei:«y 
between  South  Carolina  apd  ^he 
general  government,  which  depr^^ 
cates  a  resort  to  force  by  either 
party,  was  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, towards  the  close  of  tbefie88k>Qb 
andy  after  discuasionj  was*  <mi  Mr^ 
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Polk's  motion,  agata  laid  on  the  ta« 
ble,  by  a  vote  of  73  to  22.  A  nother 
rosolution  which  had  passed  the  se- 
nate, requesting  South  Carolina  to 
postpone  the  execution  of  her  ordi- 
nance,  was  taken  -up  in  the 
house  of  oommons,  and  laid  on 
the  table  until  the  dd  Monday  in 


November   next-^-iantamouot  to  re^ 
jection, 

A  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 
and  laws  ofthe  state  over  the  Indian 
territory  within  her  limits,  was  re* 
jecied  on  its  second  reading,  in  the 
house  of  commons,  by  a  vote  of  82 
to  21. 
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FuiAiroBS. — The  committees  of  ways 
and  roeana  reported  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  treaaary,  on  the  Ist  of 
Oct.,  1832.  of  ...  .  $272,533  58 
And  in  favour  of  the  aink. 

iog  fund 456,883  15 

(729,416  73 

And,  it  is  added,  that  the  fir^ 
payment  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock 
does  not  become  due  until  the  year 

Gov.  Hayne,  in  his  message, 
18d.S,  stated  that  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober there  was  a  favourable  balance 
of  8162,037.  The  surplus  for  the 
ensuing  year  will  not  fall  short  of 
•50,000.  950,000  annually  are 
expended  by  the  state  in  behalf  of 
the  South  Carolina  College  and 
Free  Schools. 

The  income  of  the  public  works 
ofthe  state  is  very  small,  not  ex- 
ceeding $15,000  per  annum,  over 
the  cost  of  management,  although 
the  state  has  incurred  a  debt  of 
1^,000,000  in  constructing  them. 
In  many  parts  of  the  state  canals 
have  been  constructed,  which  do  not 
yield  sufficient  to  pay  their  current 
expenses  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  state  road,  and  the  Columbia 
canal,  there  is  hardly  a  public  work 
in  the  state,  which,  put  up  at  public 
auction,  would  find  a  purchaser.    • 

NiTLLiFicATioN. — ^Upon  the  as- 
flcmbling  of  the  legislature  at  Co- 
lumbia,  Nov.  26,  1852,  Governor 
Hamilton  transmitted  a  message  to 
the  legislature  recommending  mea- 


sures to  be  taken  to  carry  the  nullify- 
ing ordinance  into  effect,  and  also  to 
provide  means  of  resisting  any  coun- 
teractive steps  taken  6n  the  part  ofthe 
federal  government;  "you  must  look 
to,"  he  says, "  and  provide  for  all  poa- 
sible  contingencies.    In  your  owa 
limits,  your  own  courts  of  judicature 
must  not  only  be  supreme,  but  you 
must  look  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  any 
conflict  of  jurisdiction   and  power 
between  them  and  the  courts  ofthe 
United  States. 
•*  There  is  one  contingency  in  par- 
ticular  for  which  you  ought  to  pro- 
vide, and  that  is,  in  case  the  collect- 
ors of  the  customs,  in  any  one  of 
the  ports   of  this  state,  under   the 
instructions  of  the  general  govern- 
ment,  should  refuse  to  grant  clear- 
ances to  vessels  outward  bound,  that 
no   injury  should    accrue  to    our 
trade,  or  those  who  may  be  carry. 
ing  on   friendly  commercial  inter- 
course with  us,  the  governor  should^ 
under  such  circumstances,  be  autho* 
rized  to  grant,  instantly,  certificates 
of  clearance  under  the  seal  of  the 

state. 

*        *  *        *        * 

^  We  claim  that  our  remedy  is 
essentially  of  a  pacific  character. 
When  we  set  up  this  claim,  all  we 
mean  to  say  is,  that  of  right 
it  ought  to  be,  and,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  it  shall  be  so.  To  the 
peaceful  redress  afforded  by  our 
courts  in  the  restitution  which  they 
shall  decree,  and  to  tl\e  ultimate  ar- 
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bitrament  of  our  sister  states,  in  a 
general  convention  assembled,  on 
the  disputed  powers,  we  look  with 
confidence  for  an  adjustment  of  this 
painful  controversy;  but  the  final 
issue  may  be  adverse  to  this  hope." 

To  prepare  for  the  alternative,  the 
governor  recommended  that  the 
executive  be  authorized  to  accept  of 
the  services  of  2000  volunteers  for 
the  defence  of  Charleston,  and 
10,000 ,  additioiial  volunteers  from 
the  rest  of  the  states ;  and  that  ap- 
propriations be  made  to  supply  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

The  legislature  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded, with  great   promptitude,  to 
pass  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
ordinance  to  nuHify  the  several  acts 
of  congress  laying  duties  on  the  im- 
portation   of  foreign   commodities^ 
passed  by  a  convention  of  this  state, 
at  Columbia,  November  24,  1832. 
According  to  this  act,  if  any  goods 
or    merchandise    shall    be    seized 
under    pretence    of   securing  the 
duties  imposed  by  any  of  the  said 
acts  of  congress,  or  for  the  non- 
payment of  any  such  duties,  or 
under  any  process,  order  or  decree, 
mesne  or  final,  or  other   pretext, 
contrary  to  the  true     intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  ordinance,  the 
consignee  of  such  goods  and  mer- 
chandise, or  the  person  entitled  to 
the  possession  of  the  same,  may, 
upon  making  affidavit,  of  such  sei- 
zure,   dec.  proceed  to  recover  pos- 
session thereof,   with  damages,  by 
an  action  of  replevin  ;  or  such  per- 
sons  may  proceed  in  any  other  man- 
ner  authorized  by  law,  in  cases  of 
unlawful  seizure  or  detention  of  per. 
sonal  property. 

Before  the  sheriff  shall  deliver 
the  goods  to  the  plainti^  in  replevin, 
he  shall  take  from  such  plaintiff  a 
bond  with  sufficient  security,  con- 
ditioned that  he  will  prosecute  the 


suit  with  effect,  and  abide  the  final 
judgment  of  the  court. 

In  case  of  refusal  to  deliver  the 
goods,  or  of  removal  of  the  same  in 
any  way,  so  that  the  writ  of  replevin 
cannot  be  executed  on  the  return  of 
the  sheriff  to  that  effect,  and  an  affi- 
davit  of  the  facts  made  before  any 
justice  of  the  quorum,  the  plaintiff  in 
replevin  may  sue  out  a  "writ  in  the 
niiture  of  a  capias  in  toiihemam,  re- 
quiring the  sheriff  to  distrain  the 
personal  estate  of  the  person  so  re- 
fusing, &c.  to  the  amount  of  double 
the  value  of  the  goods,  and  to  hold 
the  same  until  such  goods  are  pro. 
duced  and  delivered  to  the  sheriff; 
but  this  is  not  to  be  construed  to  de- 
prive the  sheriff  of  any  power  which 
he  now  has  in  the  execution  of  the 
writ  of  replevin* 

If  after  the  delivery  of  such  goods 
by  the  sheriff  to  the  plaintiff  in  re- 
plevin, any  attempt  shall  be  made 
to  recapture  or  to  seize  the  same, 
or  the  same  shall  be  actually  re- 
captured  or  seized  under  pretence 
of  securing  the  duties  imposed,  d^c, 
the  sheriff  is  required,  on  affidavit 
made  to  that  effect,  to  prevent  such 
recapture,  &c.  or  to  re-deliver  the 
goods  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

If  any  person  shall  pay  any  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts 
of  congress,  he  may  recover  back 
the  same  within  one  year  from  the 
time  of  such  payment,  with  interest 
thereon,  in  an  action  for  money  had 
and  received,  in  any  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

If  any  person  shall  be  arrested  or 
imprisoned,  by  virtue  of  any  order 
or  execution  for  the  enforcement  or 
satisfaction  of  any  judgment  or  de- 
cree obtained  in  an}r  federal  court, 
for  duties  claimed  under  the  acts  of 
congress  so  annulled,  as  aforesaid, 
or  upon  any  other  proceedings  coo- 
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ifBOJ  to  the  true  intent  of  the  ordu  under  pretence  of  securing  thedu- 

nance^  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ties,  &c.,  such  person,  and  liis  abetr 

privileges  secured   by  the  habeas  tors,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not 

corpus  act,  in  case  of  unlawful  ar-  exceeding  $10,000   nor   Jess  thati^ 

rest  or  imprisonment,  and  nrtay  also  83,000,  and  by  imprisonment  for 

maintain  trespass  for  such  arrest,  not  more  than   two  years,  nor  less 

&c.  than  one  year,  besides  being  liable 

If  the  property  of  any  person  shall  to  indictment  for  any  other  offence 
be  levied  on,  or  sold  in  satisfaction  involved  in  the  commission  of  said 
of  any  judgment  in  any  federal  court,  misdemeanor* 
for  duties  claimed  under  such  acts  If  any  jailor  shall  receive  and  de- 
ofcongress,  such  levy  and  sale  shall  tain  any  person  arrested  by  virtue 
b^  held  in  the  courts  of  this  state  to  of  any  process,  dec.  issued  to  en- 
be  illegal,  and  shall  not  divest  the  force  the  collection  of  duties,  he 
title  of  the  defendant.  shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not 

If  any  clerk,  commissioner,  mas*  exceeding  one  year,  nor  less  than 

ter  or  register,   shall   furnish  a  re-  one  month,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not 

cord,  or  copy  of  a   record,  in  his  exceeding   $1000,    nor    less    thaa 

office,  of  any  case  wherein  is  drawn  $100,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to  the 

in  question  the  authority  of  the  said  person  aggrieved,  in  an  action  of 

ordinance,  or  the  validity  of  the  acts  trespass. 

of  the  legislature  giving  effect  there-  If  any  person  shall  let  or  hire,  or 
to,  or  the  validity  of  the  said  acts  of  use,  or  permit  to  be  used,  any  place, 
congress,  or  shall  permit  any  such  house  or  building,  to  serve  as  a 
record,  or  copy  of  such  record  lobe  jail  for  the  confinement  of  any  per* 
taken,  he  shall,  on  conviction,  be  son  arrested  by  virtue  of  any  process- 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  issued  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
$1000,  nor  less  than  $100,  and  by  such  duties,  <Scc.  ho  shall  be  impri«^ 
imprisonment  for  a  term  not  ex-  soned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
ceeding  one  year,  nor  less  than  one  year,  nor  less  than  one  month,  and 
month.  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1000^ 

If  any  person  shalldisobey  or  re«  nor  less  than  $100. 
dist  any  process  under  this  act,  or        No  indictment  under  this  act  shall 

shall  secrete  or  remove  any  goods,  be  subject  to  traverse, 
dec,  or  do  any  other  act  to  prevent        The  fines  collected  under  this  act 

the  same  from  being  replevied  ac-  are  to  be  paid  into  the  public  trea* 

cording  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  sury. 

such  person,  and  his  abettors,  shall        On   the  trial  of  any  action  ia 

be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  which  the  ordinance  or  this  act  shall 

$5000,  nor  less  than  $1000,  and  be  be  brought  into  question,  they  may 

imprisoned  for  a  term   not  exceed-  be  given  in  evidence  without  being 

ing  two   years,  nor  less  than   six  specially  pleaded* 
months,  and  shall  also  be  liable  to        This  uct  shall   be  in  fbrce  from 

indictment,  dec.  for  any  other  offence  and  after  February  1,  1833." 
involved  in  the  commission  of  such        This  act  opposed  an  effectual  ob*  , 

misdemeanor.  stacle  to  the  execution  of  the  federal 

If  any  person,  afler  the  delivery  revenue  laws,  and   through  the  fe- 

of  the  goads  by  the  sheriff  to  the  deral  courts ;  and  in  order  to  secure 

plaintiff  in  replevin,  recapture  or  a  decision  &vourable  to  their  yiew»^ 

seize  the  same,  or  attempt  so  to  do,  in  the  state  courts,  the  legislature 
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passed  the  following  act  to  compel 
the  courts  to  such  a  decision. 

**  Whereas,  by  the  ordinance  pas- 
sed  in  convention,  d&c.  it  is  or- 
dained  that  all  persons  now  holding 
any  office  of  honour,  profit,  or  trust, 
civil  or  military,  under  this  state, 
(members  of  the  legislature  except, 
ed,)  shall,  within  such  time  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  legislature  shall 
prescribe,  take  an  oath  well  and 
truly  to  obey,  execute,  and  enforce 
the  said  ordinance,  and  such  act  \>r 
acts  of  the  legislature  as  may  be 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  accord* 
ing  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  same ;  and  on  the  neglect  or 
omission  of  any  such  person  or 
persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their  office 
or  offices  shall  be  forthwith  vacated, 
and  shall  be  filled  up,  as  if  such  per- 
son  or  persons  were  dead  or  had 
resig^ned. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the 
form  of  the  said  oath  should  be  as 
follows : — 

I  do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm, 
that  1  will  well  and  truly  obey,  exe- 
cute, and  enforce,  the  ordinance  to 
nullify  certain  acts  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  purporting  to 
be  laws  laying  duties  and  imposts 
Hpon  the  importation  of  foreign  com- 
modities, passed  in  convention  of 
this  state  at  Columbia,  on  the  24th 
of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  and  all  such  act  or 
acts  of  the  legislature,  as  may  be 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  accord, 
ing  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  same,  so  help  me  God. 

The  said  oath  may  be  adminis- 
tered by  any  person  authorized  by 
law  to  administer  an  oath,  and  like- 
wise by  all  military  officers  to  those 
voder  their  command. 

Every  judge  of  the  court  of  ap- 
p^als,  judge  of  the  circuit  court, 
ehancellor  and  recorder  of  the  city 
court  of  Charleston,  now  in  office, 


shall  take  the  said  oath  at  or  before 
the  time  when  he  shall  sit  in  judg- 
ment  upon  any  case  or  matter,  civil 
or  criminal,  at  chambers  or  in  open 
court,  in  which  shall  be  in  question, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  aforesaid 
ordinance,  or  any  act  or  acts  of  the 
legislature  that  may  be  passed  in 
pursuance  thereof;  and  every  civil 
officer  who  held  his  office  at  the 
passing  of  the  said  ordinance^  shall 
take  the  said  oath,  before  or  at  the 
time  when  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  he  niay  be  required  to  perform 
any  duty  consequent  upon,  or  in  any 
wise  connected  with  the  said  ordi- 
nance, or  any  act  of  the  legislature 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof  except 
the  administering  of  an  oath,  or 
filing  a  certificate  under  this  act. 

Every  military  officer  who  held 
his  office  at  the  passing  of  the  said 
ordinance,  shall  take  the  said  oath, 
before  or  at  the  time  when  he  shall 
be  called  into  service  under  any  act 
of  the  legislature  passed  in  pursue 
ance  of  the  said  ordinance,  or  for 
carrying  the  same  into  ofTect. 

The  governor  may,  whenever  in 
his  opinion  the  public  interests  de« 
mand  it,  by  proclamation,  require 
all  or  any  particular  officers,  civil 
or  military,  within  the  state,  or 
within  any  particular  district  thereof 
to  take  the  said  oath  within  not  less 
than  one  week  from  the  publication 
of  the  proclamation,  in  the  district 
in  which  suchr  officer  may  be,  and 
such  officer  shall  tako  the  oath 
within  the  time  required  by  the  said 
proclamation,  and  on  refusal,  neg. 
iect,  or  omission  to  do  so  by  any 
such  officer,  his  office  shall  be  ta- 
cated." 

After  the  passage  of  this  act 
the  result  of  a  legal  contest  could 
no  longer  be  doubtful ;  the  federal 
tribunals  being  excluded,  and  the 
state  bound  to  decide  only  one 
way. 

Nullification  must  necessarily  sue  ^ 
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ceed  in  the  courts,    and    the    only  shall  not  sit  upon  the  trial  of  the  ap- 

thing  remaining  was  to  provide  the  peal;  but  one  of  the  circuit  judges 

means  of  resisting  such  counterac-  or  chancellor  shall   be  called  in  by 

tive  measures  as  might  he  taken  by  the  court  in  the  room  of  said  judge 

the  government  of  the  United  States,  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

This  was  done  in  an  act  by  Marriaob  settlements  and  pa« 
which  the  governor  is  authorized  to  bol  GiFTS.*-^An  act  was  passed  in 
resist  the  employment  of  the  naval  relation  to  the  registration  of  mar- 
or  military  force  of  the  United  riage  settlementa.  The  act  also 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  provides  that  no  parol  gifls  of  any 
the  acts  declared  null  by  the  con-  chattel  shall  be  valid  against  subse* 
vention ;  and  with  this  view,  placing  quent  creditors,  purchasers  or  mort- 
al his  command  all  the  military  gagees,  except  where  the  donee  shaH 
force  of  the  state.  In  case  of  any  be  separate  and  apart  from  the 
demonstrations  of  coercion  on  the  donor,  and  actual  possession  shall 
part  of  the  United  States,  by  assem.  at  the  time  of  the  gift  be  delivered 
bling  an  unusual  force  in  or  near  to  and  remain  and  continue  in  the 
the  state,  the  governor  is  directed  to  donee,  his  or  her  executors,  admin« 
issue  his  proclamation  for  volunteers,  istrators  or  assigns, 
whose  services  he  is  authorized  to  Federal  Relations. — Resolu* 
accept*  The  militia  is  divided  into  tions  WDre  passed  recommending  a 
four  classes,  to  be  called  into  service  convention  of  the  states  condemning 
by  classes,  as  the  public  exigencies  the  proclamation  of  the  president, 
may  require.     The  time  of  service  &c. 

of  the  militia  is  twelve  months,  and  The  conrtest  as    to    nullification 

of  the  volunteers  six.     The  remain-  seemed  to  be  approaching  its  crisis, 

der  of  the  act  provides  for  the  orga-  A  quantity  of  sugar  was  imported 

nization  of  the  troops.  by  governor  Hamilton,  in  order  to 

.  But  little  else  was   done  at  this  test  the  question,  but  he  permitted 

session  of  the  legislature,  the  con-  it  to  be  put  into  the  custom-house 

troversy  in  relation  to  the  tariff  ah-  stores,^until  it  was  ascertained  what 

•orbing  the  attention  of  all.  would  be  done   in  congress.     On 

Towns    and    Villages. — Acts  the  other  hand,  instructions   were 

were    passed    to    incorporate    the  transmitted  from   the   secretary  of 

villages  of  Abbeville,  Pendleton  and  the  treasury  to  the  collector,  en- 

Newberry,  and  the  town  of  Winns-  joining  him   to  cause  a   sufficient 

borough.  number  of  officers  of  cutters  and 

College. — The  medical  college  inspectors  to  be  placed  in  charge  of 

of  South  Carolina  was  incorporated,  every  vessel  arriving  from  a  foreign 

Rbligiotts    Societies. — An   act  port,  who    should    anchor  her  in 

was  passed  incorporating  ten  reli-  some  safe  place,    and    remain    on 

gious  and  charitable  societies.  board  until  the  reports  and  entries 

Manufacturing    Companies.-—  required  by  law,  should  be  made, 

Two  manufacturing  companies  were  the  duties  paid   or  secured  to  his 

incorporated*  satisfaction,  and  a  regular  permit 

Practice. — Where    an    appeal  granted  for  landing  the  cargo.     The 

shall  be  hereafter  taken  in  any  case,  collector  was  also  directed,  in  case 

tried  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  of  any  attempt  to  remove  the  yessd 

court  of  appeals,  sitting  as  a  circuit  or  cargo  from  their  custody,  by  the 

judge  or  chancellor,    sueh    judge  form  of  legal  process,  issuing  from 
87 
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ihe  state  tribunals,  not  to  yield  the 
{x»session«  but  to  consult  the  uttor-  . 
ney  of  the  district,  and  employ  all 
Jegal  means  to  resist  such  process, 
and  prevent  such  removal.     Should 
Ihe  entry  of  such  vessel  or  cargo 
not  be  completed,  and  the  duties  paid 
or  secured,  within  the  time  limited 
by  law,  he  was  aIso  to   land  and 
store  the  cargo  at  Castle  Pinckney, 
jor  some  other  place,  and  in  due  time 
if  the  duties  should  remain  unpaid, 
to   sell    it.     All  vessels  departing 
from  the  port  of  Charleston,  were 
also  to  be  boarded  by  the  officers  of 
the  cutters,  who  were  authorized  to 
seize  and  detain  those  which  should  , 
jaot  be  entered  and  cleared  in  the 
manner    required   by    law.      The 
military  and  naval  officers  at  this 
post  were  ordered  to  aid  and  protect 
the  revenue  officers  in  the  execution 
pf  their  duties.      Under  these  in- 
structions,    the    collector    detained 
two  vessels,    which    arrived   from 
Greenock     and    Havana    on    the 
1st  of   February,  but    satisfactory 
security  for  the  duties  having  been 
given,  they  were  released.     Upon 
the  adjournment  of  the  legislature, 
governor    Hayne,  who   had    been 
elected  upon  the   resigning  of  go- 
vernor     Hamilton,     proceeded    to 
Charleston,    appointed  2d  aids  ^e 
pamp,  and  both  sides  seemed  resolv- 
ed  upon  coming  to  actual  collision. 
The  latter  part  of  January,  how- 
ever, at  a  meeting  of  the  leading 
nullifiers,  it  was   resolved  to  sus. 
eend  all  proceedings  underthe  nu  U 
iifying  ordinance  until  the  adjourn* 
ment  of  congress,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  proceedings  before  the  fede- 
ral legislature  might  terminate  in  a 
.^tisfactory  adjustment  of  the  con- 
troversy. 

Before  any  adjustment  however 
was  had,  a  proclamation  was  issued, 
February  13,  by  Gov.  Hamilton  for 
the  convention  to  assemble  on  the 
2nd  Monday  of  March,   1839,  to 


take  into  consideration  the  proffered 
mediation  of  Virginia. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  thin 
body,  Mr.  Clay's  compromise  biU 
had  passed,  and  after  a  reference  of 
the  whole  subject  to  a  committee 
in  the  convention,  and  Bome  discus- 
sion as  to  whether  the  state  had 
gained  her  object  or  not,  the  nullify- 
ing ordinance  was  repealed,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  passed,  and  an  or- 
dinance  nullifying  the  force  bill,  was 
also  passed  by  a  vote  of  132  to 
Id. 

'"  Resohed,  That  whilst  this  con- 
vention,  as  an  ofiering  to  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  this  union,  in  a  just 
regard  to  the  interposition  of  the 
highly  patpiotic   commonwealth   of 
Virginia,  and  with  a  proper  defer- 
ence to  the  united  vote  of  the  whole 
southern  states  in  favour  of  the  re- 
cent accommodation  of  the   tariff, 
has  made  the  late  modification  of  the 
tariff,  approved   by  act  of  congress 
of  the  2d  March,  1633,  the  basis 
of  the  repeal  of  her  ordinance  of 
the  24th  November,  1832— yet  this 
convention  owes  it  to  itself,  to  the 
people  they  represent,  and  the  pos- 
terity of  that  people,  to  declare  that 
they  do  not,  by  reason  of  said  re- 
peal, acquiesce  in  the  principle  of 
the  substantive  power  existing  on 
the  part  of  congress  to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures :  and  hence,  on 
the  final  adjustment,  in  1842,  of  the 
reductions,   under    the   act  of   2d 
March,   1833,  or  at   any  previous 
period,  should  odious  discriminations 
be  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  protective  prin- 
oiple,  South  Carolina  will  feel  her- 
self free  to  resist  sueh  a  violation  of 
what  she  conceives  to  be  the  good 
faith  of  tlie  act  of  the  2d  March, 
1833,  by  the  interposition  of  her 
sovereignty,  or  in  any  other  mode 
she  may  deem  proper. 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  conventioni  that  the  militarj 
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preparations  heretofore  begun  by  and  to  ioiMet  proper  panaltiea  on  any 

the  state  should  be  continued,  and  person  who  shall  do  any  act  in  ex- 

that  effectual   measures  should  be  ecution  or  enforcement  of  the  same 

adopted  and  completed,  for  putting  within  the  limits  of  this  state. 

the  state  in  a  firm  attitude  of  de*       "We  do  further  ordwn  and  declare, 

fence-"  that  the  allegiance  of  the  citizens  of 

*«  An  Ordinance  to  nullify  an  act  of  f*^'^  ®*ate,  while  they  continue  such, 

the  congress  of  the  United  States,  '^^°,^  ^^  ^^e  said  state,  and  thai 

entitled  « an  act  further  to  provide  ?t>edience  only,  and  not  allegiance, 

for  the  collection  of  duties  on  im-  '^  ^"®  ^7  f"®™  ^  any  other  power 

ports,'     commonly    called     the  ^^  authority,  to   whom  a  control 

force  bill  ^^^^  ^^®"^  ^^  been,  or  may  be  de- 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  state  of  1^''!,^,,^*  7%'  '^A^.  f  "^ 

So«h  CaroIinVln  convention  as-  whtf^S^JLf %        ^^  ^ 

aembled.  do  declare  and  ordain,  tba  \^Zl^Z^^Jt^'    T  ^T  '° 

the  act  of  the  congress  of  the  Uui-  ^TL  J^.  5!^f«  7k  ^-T  "•  ^'^ 

ted  States,  entitled    •  an  act  further  P*""  '°  P™'^'*"®   »or  the  administra- 

!r„trT'f     li        if  .•        r  5.  t'on  to  the  citizens  and  officers  of 

to  provide  for  the  collection  of  du-  .  ,     -    ,         . .  °  "' 

»•  "^  _.  ,  J  .L     oj  t™  state,  or  such  of  the  said  offi- 

ties  on  imports,    approved  the  2d  ^^  „_  '■  ^„  ^      .l-  i  c.     X     ■ 

day  of  Mareh.  1833,'^&  unauthorized  ^  ^SlZ  ^ST^  i"?  ^''  w  T"" 

by  the  ooniiitutio^  of  the  United  fit,7^Ln^"1''  ^^^u« 

States,  subversive  of  that  constitu-  2^1^^  1^^'""^^fT^  "u^ 

lion,  and  destructive  of  public  liber.  Sf^'.""!.  ^  ,     «.    '/fi''^'  '^ 

tv   and  that  the  aama  ia  and  shall  ^^^^ '    *™'   *'**'    ^°  *'®^"«  ^•'«* 

ty.apd  that  the  same  w  and  shall  ^^  amount  to  a  violation  of  their 

be  deemed  null  and  void  within  the  „|i„„-  „„„    .„ .  »^    „  .j    ^,       . 

limits  Of  this  state;  and  it  shall  be  ISZh^Sfi^^  ^T  •  w- P""' 

the  duty  of  the  legislature,  at  such  ^'  P«n«hm«^t  for  such  violation. 

time  as  thev  mav  deem  exoedient.  ^^^^  «*  Columbia,   the   eighteenth 


time  as  they  may  deem  expedientr 
to  adopt  such  measures  and  pass 
such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the    enforcement    thereof. 


day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three/* 
The  convention  then  adjouined^ 
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1888«-«Fioni  the  exhibits  of  the 
different  banks  made  in  October 
last  to  the  executive,  there  appears 
to  be, 

Banking  capital  paid  in,    $4,488,93&  00 
Specie  on  hand,  1,136,461  61 

Kotes  issued  by  banks,  2,870,836  00 

Due  to  individual  depositors,     9*^,414  77 
Notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
due  to  banks,  6^,764  37 

FiirAiiCE8.^188a.  Nov.— The 
balance  in  the  treasury,  Oct.  81  ^ 
was  ODly  92lfi00f  and  the  taze* 


receivable  about  <t40,000;  Ther 
aggregate  capital  of  the  state  fund» 
is  about  •2,500,000,  one  million  of 
which  is  in  bank  stock,  one  million 
in  discounted  paper,  <&c.  in  the  . 
Central  Bank^  and  the  balance  io 
bond»r  specie,  d&c.  There  are,  be« 
sides,  some  public  lands^  Tho 
whole  annual  profit  and  kicome 
from  these  investments  is  only 
•120,0Q0 — (40,000  are  expended 
annually  in  aid  of  public  edi»^ 
cation* 
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Elbctioks 1832.    Oct. 


POR   CONGRESS. 

34,269  T«rrell, 

29.898  Haynes, 

26,178  Watson, 

26,145  Branham, 

25,386  Harris, 

24,415  Stewart, 

22,590  Nownan, 

23,520  Laroar, 

22,185  MUton, 
21,581 

Nov. 


21.429 
21,410 
21,018 
20,5b6 
19,559 
19,388 
16,354 
16,300 
5,176 


142 

106 

2 

con- 


Wayne, 

Wilde, 

Gilmer, 

Clayton, 

Foster, 

Gamble, 

Jones, 

Schley, 

Coffee, 

Owens, 

1833. 

rOR   BKNATOE. 

John  p.  Kingr,  .        •        - 

J.  M .  Berrien, 

Scott,       -        .        -        -        - 

1 833.— Constitution. — A 
vention  assembled  early  in  May, 
to  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
9tate,  and  propose  an  amendment 
that  should  reduce  the  number  of 
members  in  the  legislature.  Their 
deliberations  closed  on  the  14th 
of  May.  The  senate  is  to  con- 
sist of  thirty-six  members.  When 
the  general  as^mbly  shall  find 
that  this  plan  has  been  ratified 
by  the  people,  the  two  branches  are 
required  to  meet  as  one  body,  and 
make  provision  for  the  division  of 
the  state  into  thirty-six  senatorial 
districts,  which  are  to  be  composed 
of  contiguous  counties,  and  arranged 
in  as  compact  forms  as  mdy  be 
practicable ;  and  each  district  is  to 
be  entitled  to  elect  a  senator.  The 
basis  on  which  the  representation  of 
the  people  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives  was  ultimately  fixed,  is  as 
follows  : — the  house  is  to  consist  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  mem- 
bers ;  fifleen  counties,  having  the 
largest  white  population,  are  to  be 
entitled  to  three  members  each  ; 
twenty.five  counties,  having  the 
next  highest  numberof  white  popu- 
lation,  to  two  members  each  ;  and 
the  remaining  forty-nine  counties  to 
one  member  each.  After  every 
census,  a  new  apportionment  is  to 
be  made,  and  should  new  counti^ 


have  been  created,  the  countiet 
titled  to  a  larger  number  of  repre- 
sentatives than  one,  may  be  le- 
duced.  This  plan  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  140  to  92. 

Legislation. — Acts  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Georgia,  passed  at 
the  session  in  November  and  De- 
cember, 1632. 

Academies. — Four    acadamiei 
were  incorporated. 

Appropriations. — For  the  sup- 
port of  government  during  the  year 
1833,  a  sum  not  exceedmg  20,000 
dollars  was  appropriated  to  the 
printing  fund,  and  the  sum  of  20,000 
dollars  was  set  apart  as  a  contin- 
gent fund,  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  governor.  By  another  act,  the 
sum  of  15,000  dollars  was  appro, 
priated  for  the  pay  and  support  of 
the  Georgia  guard,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Indians  and  the  fractionSy 
during  the  year  1833. 

Banks. — No  body  corporate  mm 
vested  with  banking  privileges,  or 
person,  shall  issue  or  circulate  any 
bank  bill,  either  of  the  banks  of 
this  state^  or  of  any  other  state,  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars^ 
under  the  penalty  of  8100. 

If  any  bank  shall  refuse  or  fail  to 
pay  specie  for  any  of  its  bills,  &c. 
when  demanded  by  any  individual, 
such  individual,  in  addition  to  the 
lawful  interest,  shall  recover  ten 
per  cent,  damages  for  such  refusal, 
but  this  is  not  to  authorize  any  bank, 
other  incorporated  institution,  or 
broker,  to  recover  such  damages* 

An  act  was  passed,  requiring  the 
presidents  and  directors  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  state,  to  make  semi- 
annual  returns,  under  oath,  of  the 
condition  of  such  banks. 

Constitution. — Several  amend- 
ments of  the  constitution  of  the  state 
were  proposed.  One  in  relation  to 
divorces  provides,  that  they  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive,  when  the  par- 
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ties  shall  have  obtained  the  concur,  of  said  conunanding  officer  and  hii 

rent  verdicts  of  two  special  juries  guard  to  prevent   the  intnisioni  no 

authorizing  a  divorce     upon  legal  matter  by  whom,  on  any  lot  of  land 

principles.  already  or   hereafter  to  be  drawn. 

Duelling. — All    persons    who  or  fraction  undisposed  of»  on  which 

may  have  been  heretofore  engaged  any  Indian  or  Indians  may  and  do 

m  a  duel,  are  discharged  from  all  actually  reside  and    occupy;  the 

disabilities    imposed  by   preceding  commanding  officer  and  his  guard 

acts  in  relation  to  duelling,  so  far  as  are  to  visit  and  inspect  the  Indian 

the  oath  against  duelling  is  concern-  habitations  and  settlements ;  a  per- 

ed.     AH  persons  who  may  be  here*  son  is  to  be  appointed  to  act  as  agent 

after  engaged  in  duelling,  either  as  or  guardian  of  the  Indians,   whose 

principals  or  seconds,  shall  be  guilty  duty  it  shall  be  to  reinstate  any  In- 

of  a   high  misdemeanor,  and  upon  dian  who  may  have  been  illegally 

conviction,  shall  be  punished  in  the  dispossessed  of  his  real  or  personal 

penitentiary,  for  a  term  of  years  not  property ;  but  the  person  setting  up 

less  than  four,  nor  more  than  eight  any  claim  to  such  propertyi  may  ap- 

years.  peal  to  the  Superior  Court ;  the  agent 

Manufacturing   Corporations,  is  also  required  to   guard  diligently 

Acts  were  passed  to  incorporate  the  the  fractions  lying  in  the  county  in 

De  Kalb  Manufacturing  Company,  which  he  resides,    belonging  to  the 

with  a  capital  of  930,000,  which  state,  and  to  prosecute  persons  trcs- 

roay  be  increased  to  $50,000 ;  and  passing  in  said  fractions  by  digging 

a  woollen  and  cotton  manufacturing  gold  or  otherwise.     Justices,  she. 

company,  to  be  established  in  the  rifis,  military  officers,  dec.  are  herby 

cx)unty  of  Richn)ond  ;  its  capital  is  enjoined  to  see  impartial  justice  done 

950,000,  and  it  may  be  increased  to  said  Indians,  and  to  aid  in  sustain^ 

to  $100,000.  ing  their  just  rights;   any  person 

Mining  Companies. — An  act  was  who  shall  dispossess  them  of  their 

passed  incorporating  the  Augusta,  personal  property,  or  attempt  to  do 

the  Habersham,  and  the  Naucoo-  so,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  ibur" 

chy  mining  companies.  fold  the  value  of  the  property  so 

Ice  Company. — The  Augusta  Ice  taken  or  attempted  to  be  taken,  be* 

Company  was  incorporated.  sides  such  other  fine,  not  exceeding 

Indians.-^Au  act  was  passed  to  $200,  as  the  court  may  deem  fit } 

protect  the  Cherokees  in  the  peace,  any  person  who  shall  by  any   act 

able  possession  of  the  lands  secured  either  forcibly  deprive,  or  in  an  ille. 

to  them  by  the  existing  laws  of  the  gal  manner,  endeavour  to  deprive 

state ;   and  to  provide   for  bringing  any  Indian  or  Indians  of  the  posses* 

to  trial  of  the  trespassers  upon  the  sion  or  occupation  of  any  lot  of  land 

lots  or  fractions  of  land  belonging  to  on  which,  or  any  part  thereof,  the 

the  state  in  the  Cherokee  country*  said  Indian  has  resided  as  a  homer 

Ten  men  under  the  command  of  a  on  conviction,  shall  forfeit  all  right 

fit  and  qualified  officer,  shall  be  con-  and  title  to  said  lot,   or  any  part 

tinued  in  the  Cherokee  country,  who  thereof,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not 

shall  have  full  and  complete  power  less    than  $100,  nor  more    than 

to  protect  each  and  every  Indian  in  $1,000 ;  it  is  further  enacted,  that 

his  and  their  persons,  and  also  in  though  the  oaths  of  Indians  are  not 

the  enjoynaent  of  all  their  personal  admitted  in  the  state  courts,  for  the 

property ;  and  it  shaU  be  the  duty  purpose  of  protecting  their  pemoPi^ 
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pnroperty  and  lands,  their  rights 
shall  be  recognised  for  these  special 
purposes,  add  be  considered  as 
standing  on  the  same  footing  with 
free  white  citizens  of  the  state  ;  anj 
person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
trespass  upon  the  premises  of  the 
Indians  resident  aforesaid,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than 
9100,  nor  more  than  8500,  and  con- 
finement in  the  county  jail,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
than  six  months;  no  inferior  court 
while  sitting  as  a  court  of  ordinary, 
shall  grant  letters  of  administration 
to  any  person  on  the  estate  of  any 
deceased  Cherokee  Indian,  or  the 
descendant  of  a  Cherokee  Indian. 

By  another  act  the  governor  is 
required  to  discharge  the  guard 
placed  in  the  Cherokee  country  for 
the  protection  of  the  gold  mines,  and 
ta  enforce  the  laws  of  the  state. 

Foreign  Attachment. — All  cor- 
porations  in  the  state,  are  to  be  lia- 
ble to  garnishment  both  in  cases  of 
attachment  and  in  cases  at  common 
law  ;  they  are  to  answer  under  their 
corporate  seal  by  their  presiding 
officer ;  summonses  in  garnishment 
■hall  in  all  cases  be  served  person- 
ally; but  no  corporation  shall  be 
liable  to  be  garnished  for  the  sala- 
ries of  any  of  its  officers. 

Jury  Fee.— In  actions  commenced 
in  the  superior  or  inferior  courts, 
the  jury  fee  is  to  be  83  on  all  ver- 
dicts which  may  be  signed,  and  $1 
on  all  judgments  which  may  be 
confessed. 

Bail. — No  person  shall  give  bail 
more  than  twice  for  the  same  offence 
beforer  triat  therefor. 

Lands. — A  number  of  acts  and 
resolutions  were  passed  in  relation 
to  the  gold  and  land  lotteries. 

Penitentiary. — An  act  was  pass- 
ed  to  impnfve  the  penitentiary  edi- 


fice, and  to  regulate  the  managtf^ 
ment  of  its  concerns.  The  system 
of  penitentiary  punishment  is  to  ber 
re-established. 

Pilotage. — An  act  was  passed 
to  amend  the  several  laws  in  force 
in  this  state,  regulating  the  pilotage 
of  vessels. 

Negroes. — An  act  was  passed  ta 
establish  an  infirmary  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  aged  and  afflicted 
negroes. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  approv- 
ing the  measures,  pursued  by  the 
president,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ducing  the  Cherokees  to  remove; 
requiring  the  governor  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  prepare  a  plan  for 
the  buitdingsof  the  penitentiary,  and 
digest  a  system  of  laws  for  its  go^ 
vernment. 

Also  a  law,  forbidding  the  em- 
ployment  of  any  slave  or  free  per- 
son of  colour,  as  a  compositor,  (type 
setter,)  in  any  printing  office  in  that 
state,  under  a  penalty  of  810  for 
every  day  during  any  part  of  which 
said  black  should  be  thus  unlawfully 
employed. 

Also  the  following  resolutions, 
which  received  in  the  house  of 
representatives  a  vote  of  97  affirma- 
tives, 57  negatives. 

For  as  much  as  throaghout  the 
United  States,  there  exist  many  con- 
troversies growing  out  of  the  con- 
flicting  interests,  which  have  arisen 
among  the  people,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution,  out  of  the 
cases  in  which  congress  claims  the 
right  to  act  under  constructive  or 
implied  powers ;  out  of  the  disposi- 
tion shown  by  congress,  too  frequent- 
ly to  act  under  assumed  powers, 
and  out  of  the  rights  of  jarisdiction, 
either  claimed  or  exercised  by  the 
supreme  court;  all  of  which  tend 
directly  to  diminish  the  afiection  of 
the  people  for  their  own  government, 
to   produce   discontent^  to  repress^ 
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* 'patriotism,  to  excite  jealousies,  to  power,  or   restrained    by    express 

engender  discord,   and    finally   to  inhibition. 

bring  about  the  event,  of  all  others  9.  That   it    may  be   prescribed 

most   deeply  to    be    deplored,  and  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the 

most     anxiously    to    be     guarded  surplus  revenue,  when  such  revenue 

against,  viz.    a  dissolution  of   our  is  found  to  be  on  hand, 

happy  union,   and  a  severance  of  10.  That   the   right  to,  and  the 

these  states  into   hostile  communi-  mode  of  disposition  of   the    public 

ties,  each    regarding    and    acting  lands  of  the  United  States  may  be- 

towards  each  other  with  the  bitter-  settled. 

est  enmity.  11.  That  the  election  of  president 

And  the  experience  of  the  past  and  vice-president  may  be  secured, 

having    clearly    proved,  that    the  in  all  cases,  to  the  people, 

constitution  of  the    United    States  12.  That  their  tenure    of  office 

needs  amendment  in  the  following  may  be  limited  to  one  term* 

particulars:  13.  That  the   rights  of  the  In- 

1.  That  the  powers   delegated  dians  may  be  definitively  settled, 
to  the  general  government,  and  the  Be  it  therefore  resolved,  by  ike  «e- 
rights   reserved  to  the  states  or  to  note  and  housz  of  representatives  of 
the  people,  may  be  more  distinctly  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  general  as- 
defined.  sembly  met,  and  acting  for  the  people 

2.  That  the  power  of  coercion  by  thereof,  That  the  state  of  Georgia, 
the  general  government  over  th#  in  conformity  with  the  fifth  article 
states,  and  the  right  of  a  state  to  of  the  federal  constitution,  hereby 
resist  an  unconstitutional  act  of  con-  makes  application  to  the  congress  of 
gross,  may  be  determined.  the  United  States,  for  the  call  of  a 

3.  'I'hat  the  principle  involved  in  convention  of  the  people,  to  amend 
a  tarifir  for  the  direct  protection  of  the  constitution  aforesaid,  in  the  par- 
domestic  industry,  may  be  settled.  ticulars  herein  enumerated,   and  in 

4.  That  a  system  of  federal  taxa-  such  others  as  the  people  of  the  other 
tion  may  be  established,  which  shall  states  may  deem  needful  of  amend- 
be  equal  in  its  operation  upon  the  ment. 

whole  people,  and  in  all  sections  of  Resolved  further,  That  his  excel- 

the  country.  lency  the  governor   be,  and  he  is 

5.  That  the  jurisdiction  and  pro.  hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies 
cess  of  the  supreme  court,  may  be  of  this  document  to  the  other  states 
clearly  and  unequivocally  settled.  of  the  union,  and  to  our  senators 

6.  That  a  tribunal  of  last  resort  and  representatives  in  congress, 
may  be  organized  to  settle  disputes  Agreed  to,  12th  December,  1832* 
between   the    general  government  The  following  additional  resolu- 
and  the  states.  tion  was  offered,  and  carried  by  a 

7.  That  the  power  of  chartering  vote  of  102  to  51 : — 

a  bank,  and  of  granting  incorpora-  Resolved,    That   we  abhor  the 

tions,  may  be  expressly  given  to,  or  doctrine  of  nullification,  as  neither  a 

withheld  from  congress.  peaceful  nor  constitutional  remedy ; 

8.  That  the  practice  of  appropri-  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  tending  to 
ating  money  for  works  of  internal  civil  commotion  and  disunion  ;  and 
improvement,  may  be  either  sane-  while  we  deplore  the  rash  and  re- 
iioned  by  an  express  delegation  of  volutionary     measures      recently 
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adopted  by  a  conveation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina,  we  deem  it  a 
paramount  duty  to  warn  our  fellow 
citizens  against  adopting  her  mis- 
chievous  policy. 

From  the  Savannah  Georgian. 

Land  Lotteries. — The  lotteries 
commenced  on  the  22d  September. 
Tile  following  are  the  number  of 
draws  placed  in  the  wheels,  and  the 
prizes  to  be  awarded  to  them,  viz : 

In  the  land  lottery,  in  which  the 
prizes  are  square  lots  of  150  acres 
each :  names  given  in  85,000  ; 
prizes  18,309 ;  or  about  four  and  a 
half  blanks  to  a  prize. 


In  the  gold  lottery,  in  which  the 
prizes  are  square  lots  of  forty  acres 
each :  names  given  in,  133,000 ; 
prizes,  35,000  ;  or  nearly  four 
blanks  to  a  prize. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  land  lottery  was  impeached 
for  high  crimes,  misdemeanor,  and 
forgery.  One  of  the  tracts  of  land 
which  he  contrived  to  draw  for 
himself^  was  the  residence  of  Ridge, 
the  Cherokee  chief,  estimated  to  be 
worth  840,000. 

He  was  arrested  by  the  warrant 
of  the  speaker.  His  name  is  Sha- 
drach  Bogan,  of  Gwinnett  county. 
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Creek  Territory — In  the  sum- 
mer of  1833,  Col.  Hardeman  Owens 
was  shot  by  the  United  States  troops, 
for  resisting  an  attempt  to  remove 
him  from  the  Creek  country,  where 
he  had  established  himself  in  viola- 
tion of  the  federal  laws.  The  l^. 
gislature  had  passed  an  act  dividing 
the  Creek  territory  in  this  state  into 
counties,  and  as  the  president  made 
no  remonstrance  against  the  law, 
pretensiops  were  set  up  by  the  state, 
not  only  to  the  sovereignty,  but  to 
the  property  of  the  poil.  Many 
whites  were  induced  to  settle  in  the 
"  nation"  with  the  view  of  obtaining. 
by  force  or  fraud  the  lands  reserved 
by  the  Indians.  Complaints  being 
made,  the  intruders  were  notified 
by  the  United  States  marshal  to 
leave  the  territory,  and  upon  the 
refusal  of  Owens  to  go,  the  troops 
were  called  in  to  remove  him. 
This  he  resisted  ;  and,  when  about 
to  discharge  a  pistol  at  the  soldiers. 
was  himself  fired  upon,  and  killed 
by  one  of  them. 

This  act  caused  some  sensation 
in  Alabama.     An  indictment  was 


found  against  the  soldier,  which 
B  Major  Mcintosh,  the  commander  of 
the  troops,  would  not  permit  to  be 
executed,  and  ultimately  the  soldier 
escaped  by  desertion,  rather  than 
submit  to  trial  in  a  state  where  he 
thought  that  like  Tassel,  in  Georgia, 
he  might  be  hanged  before  a  judg- 
ment against  him  could  be  reversed. 

Governor  Gayle  issued  a  procla- 
mation denouncing  the  removal,  but 
the  marshal  went  on  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
intruders  were  finally  removed. 

In  this  state,  however,  the  local 
courts  were  indisposed  to  disregard 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

In  September,  1833,  Scott  Man- 
killer,  a  Cherokee,  was  tried  before 
the  circuit  court  for  Si.  Glair  county, 
(William  J.  Adair,  presiding,)  for 
the  murder  of  his  brother. 

A  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  was  filed,  stating  in  substance 
that  the  said  Scott  Mankiller  was  a 
native  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  In- 
dians-^-tliat  the  offence  charged  was 
committed  in  that  nation — that  he 
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was^amenable  to  the  laws  thereof,  ishable    by  death,  twenty-one  by 

and  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  whipping,  four  by  the  pillory,  and 

the  tribunal   before  which  he  was  four  by  branding  ;  modes  of  panish- 

thenj)arraigned«     The  solicitor  put  ment  which  are  disproportioaed  to 

in  a  special  replication,  to  the  effect  the  crime,  barbarous  and  sanguinary 

that    the   offence    was    commitled  in  their  nature,  and  inconsistent  with 

within  the  constitutional  limits  of  the  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  times, 

state  of  Alabama,  and  in  that  part  of  He  recommends  the  adoption  of  a 

the  so  called  Cherokee  nation,  which  penitentiary  system,  as  a  substitu* 

had  been^ttached  to,  and  made  part  tion  for  every  kind  of  punishment 

o(  the  county  of  St.  Clair.  except  for  the  most  heinous  offencea 

in  the  argument,  two  points  were  The  governor  recommends  several 

taken   for  the   prisoner.    1st,  That  amendments  to   the    militia    laws, 

thejstate  of  Alabama  had  no  right  which,  in  that  state,  as  eyerf  where 

to  extend  its  jurisdiction  over  the  else,  are  defective  and  insufficient* 

Indian  nations  within  its  chartered  He  speaks  with  great  zeal  and  grm* 

Umits  ;  and  2d,  conceding  the  right,  tification   upon  the    condition    and 

the  act  of  the   legislature  did  not  prospects  of  the  state  university, 

embrace  the  case  under  conside-^  Resolutions  were  passed  at  this 

ration.  session  relating  to  the  tariff  and  uul. 

The  court  sustained  the  plea  to  lification.     The  first  resolution  con- 

th(3  jurisdiction,  and  discharged  the  demns  the  tariff,  as  being  against  the 

defendant,  upon  the  ground  that  Ala-  spirit  of  the  constitution.     The  se* 

baina  had  become  a  member  of  the  cond  declares,  that  the  act  of  1832  is 

Union,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  not  to  be  considered  as  a  recognition 

treaties  thon  subsisting  between  the  of  the  principle  of  protection  ;   but 

United  States  and  the  Cherokee  In-  should  be  esteemed  as  the  harbinger 

dians^— that  they  were  the  supreme  of  a  better  state  of  things,  and  as  a 

law  of  the  land,  and  guarantied  in  pledge  that   the   principle  will   be 

terms  or  by  implication,  the  right  of  abandoned.      The  third   condemns 

soil   and  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  nullification  as  unconstitutional  and 

state,  in  extending  the  laws  over  the  revolutionary.      The  fourth   is   an 

Indians,  had  transcended  her  constl-  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  state  to 

tutional  powers.  rely  on  the  justice  of  the  govern- 

1832. — The   legislature   of   this  ment,  and  to  avoid  nullification ;  it 

state  held  an  extra  session,  in  the  concludes     by    solemnly    adjuring 

fall  of  this  year,  in  order  to  remedy  a  congress  to  abstain  from  the  exer- 

defect   in   the   law  relating  to  the  cise  of  the  dubious  and  constructiv3 

election  of  president  and  vice  presi-  powers  claimed  under  the  constitu* 

dent.     In  his  message  to  the  legis-  tion.      And   the   fifth  recommends 

lature,the  first  domestic  topic  which  the  call  of  a  federal  convention.        ' 

the  governor  urges  upon  their  atten-  Legislation — Acts    passed    at 

tion,  is  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  re-  the  extra  and  annual  sessions  of  the 

vision  ofthe  criminal  code  of  thestate.  legislature  of  Alabama,  begun  and 

The  present  code,  he  observes,  is  ad-  held  in  Tuscaloosa,  on  the  first  Mon« 

mitted  to  be  altogether  too  severe  to  day  in  November,  1832. 

be  longer  continued,  either  in  policy.  Tonnage    duty. — A    resolution 

justice,  or  humanity.    There  are  no  was  passed,  requesting  congress  to 

less  than  twenty-one  offences  pun-  authorize  the  state  to  lay  a  tonnage 
38 
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duty  of  three  cents  per  ton,  for  the 
support  of  a  harbour-master  /or  the 
port  of  Mobile. 

Attachments. — An    act     was 
passed  in  relation  to  attachments. 

Bastards,  legitimation  of,  &c 
If  the  father  of  any  bastard  children 
shall  file,  in  dpen  court,  in  the  county 
in  which  he  resides,  a  declaration  in 
writing,  setting  forth  the  names  of 
the  children,  their  ages,  the  name  of 
their  mother,  that  they  are  his  na- 
toral  children,  that  he  thereby  re- 
cognises them  and  makes  them  ca- 
pable of  inheriting  his  estate  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
bom  in  lawful  wedlock,  the  declara- 
tion being  signed  by  him,  and  at- 
tested  and  recorded  by  the  clerk, 
such  children  shall  become  legiti- 
mate, and  capable  of  inheriting  the 
estate  of  their  father. 

Names,  change  op. — If  any  per- 
son shall  desire  to  change  his  name, 
he  shall  file  in  the  county  or  circuit 
court  a  declaration  in  writing,  set- 
ting Pjrth  his  name  and  the  name  to 
which  he  desired  to  change  it ; 
which  declaration  shall  be  signed 
by  him,  and  attested  and  recorded 
by  the  clerk ;  whereupon  the  latter 
name  shall  become  the  lawful  name 
of  such  person.  But  such  person 
shall,  notwithstanding,  be  liable  for 
^ve  years,  to  be  sued  by  his  original 
name,  unless  when  a  contract  .in 
writing  shall  be  madd  with  him  sub- 
sequently  to  his  change  of  name,  in 
which  his  latter  name  shall  be  re- 
cognised, or  to  which  it  shall  be 
subscribed. 

Bills  of  Exchange. — Hereafter, 
upon  all  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by 
any  person  in  this  state,  and  paya- 
ble at  any  place  within  this  state, 
or  in  New-Orleans,  which  may  be 
purchased  or  discounted  by  the 
bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  and 
which  may  be  protected  for   non- 


acceptance    or    non-paymentf    thr 
damages  shall  be  five  per  cent. 

Bonds. — Bonds  and  other  in*- 
struments  payable  in  bank  shall  be 
governed  by  the  rules  of  the  law- 
merchant,  as  to  days  of  grace,  de- 
mands and  notice,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  bills  of  exchange  and  notes- 
payable  in  bank  now  are. 

An  act  was  passed  to  proride  for 
taking  a  census  of  the  state  in  the 
year  1883. 

Children. — Courts  of  chancery 
shall  have  power  in  all  cases  of  se- 
paration between  man  and  wile;  and 
where  neither  party  shall  obtain  a  di«^ 
vorce,  to  give  the  custody  and  edu- 
cation  of  the  children  to  either  the 
father  or  nnother,  as  to  them  may 
seem  right  and  proper,  having  re- 
gard to  the  prudence  and  ability  of 
the  parents,  and  the  age  and  sex  of 
the  child  or  children. 

Commissioners. — The  governor 
of  this  state  is  authorized  to  appoint 
commissioners  in  each  of  the  other 
states  of  the  Union,  to  take  deposi- 
tions and  acknowledgments  of  deeds 
of  real  and  personal  property,  lying 
and  being  in  this  state  ;  such  com. 
missioners  may  also  receive  the 
proof  of  all  wills  and  testaments, 
bequeathing  any  property  withia 
this  state,  which  shall  be  executed 
Without  this  state;  copies  of  such 
wills  and  testuments  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted  to  probate,  when  proof  of  the 
same  shall  have  been][duly 'certified 
by  the  commissioner,  under^his  hand 
and  seal. 

Constables. — Hereafter,  when- 
ever any  property  is  uken  by  a 
constable,  by  virtue  of  an  execution 
issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  defendant  in  execution  or  other 
person  for  him,  shall  give  bond  and 
security,  in  double  the  amount  of 
the  plaintiffs'  demand,  including  all 
costs,  for  the  forthcoming  of  said 
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property  on  the  day  of  sale,  the  cod<*  or  may  be  otherwise  interested  in 
stable  shall  permit  the  property  to  such  settlement^  it  shall  be  the  duty 
remain  in  possession  of  such  person  of  said  judge  to  give  immediate  \n» 
until  the  day  of  sale ;  and  in  case  formation  oi  the  fact  to  one  of  the 
such  property  is  not  forthcoming,  judges  of  the  supreme  or  circuit 
agreeably  to  the  condition  of  such  courts,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  a 
bond,  the  constable  shall  endorse  on  commission  to  three  persons  of  the 
such  bond,  forfeited^  and  return  the  proper  county,  directing  and  em- 
same,  together  with  the  execution,  powering  them  to  make  said  settle, 
to  the  justice ;  such  bond,  so  en-  ment.  In  case  of  the  neglect  or  re- 
dorsed,  shalb  have  the  force  of  a  fusal  of  the  judge  of  the  orphans' 
judgment,  and  the  justice  shall  issue  court  to  give  such  information,  then 
execution  thereon  against  all  the  the  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit 
obligors  in  said  bond,  and  shall  en-  court  shall,  on  the  application  of  the 
dorse  thereon,  no  security  of  any  executor,  &Cm  or  other  person  in- 
Jdnd  is  to  be  taken  on  this  execution  ;  terested  in  such  settlement,  direct 
and  the  constable  to  whom  the  same  said  commission  in  the  same  manner 
may  be  delivered  shall  act  accord-  as  on  information  of  said  judge  of 
ingly.  the  orphans'  court. 

An  act  was   passed  prescribing        An  act   was   passed  to  prevent 
the  duties  of  coroners;  the  jury  of  fraud  in  the  sale  of  oil  and  sugar, 
inquest  is  to  consist  of  six  house-        General  Assembly. — No  mem- 
holders,  her  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 

Whenever   any   sheriff,   deputy  state  shall  be  elected  to  any  office 

sherifi^  or  coroners,  shall  execute  of  honour,  trust  or  profit,  during  the 

a  capias  upon  any   person  charged  time  for  which  he  is  elected,  which 

by  indictment  or  presentment,  with  office  is  filled  by  a  joint  vote  of  the 

an  ofience  against  th3  laws  of  this  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly, 

state,  and   wherein    bail   before   a  No  member  shall  become  security 

justice  of  the  peace,    by  law,  is  for  any  person,  upon   any  note  to 

allowed  to  be  taken,  such  sheriJQT,  be  offered  at  the  bank  of  the  state 

&c.  shall  be  authorized  to  take  the  of  Alabama,  or  any  of  its  branches, 
recognisance,  for  the  appearance  of       Governoe. — The  governor  shall 

such  person  at  court.  reside- at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the' 

Electors. — In  all  elections  of  seat  of  government, 
president  and  vice  president  of  the  Jailors. — Whenever  any  slave 
United  States,  where  the  whole  shall  be  committed  to  jail  during  in- 
number  of  electors  sl)all  not  attend  clement  weather,  or  shall  remain  in 
at  the  place  appointed  (or  giving  in  jail  until  the  weather  shall  become 
their  votes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  inclement,  the  jailor  shall  furnish 
those  in  attendance,  before  they  pro-  such  slave  with  two  good  blankets, 
ceed  to  vote,  to  appoint  so  many  for  which  he  shall  be  paid  by  the 
additional  electors  as  may  be  ab-  owner,  before  the  slave  shall  be  re- 
sent, leased  from  custody. 

Estates,  settlement  of. — In  Medicine. — The  2d  and  8th  sec- 
all  settlements  hereafter  to  be  made  tionsof  the  act  of  1823,  regulating 
by  executors,  administrators  or  the  licensing  of  physicians*  shall  not 
guardians,  with  the  orphans'  court,  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any 
in  which  the  judges  of  said  court  person  from  practising  medicine  on 
may  have  beoD  employed  as  counsel,  the  botanical  system  of  Dr.  Samue 
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Thompson,  and  recovering  reasona- 
ble compensation  for  the  same ; 
provided,  that  if  the  said  persons 
practising  on  the  Thompsonian  or 
botanical  system  shall  bleed,  apply 
a  blister  of  Spanish  flies,  administer 
calomel  or  any  of  the  mecurial 
preparations,  antimony,  arsenic, 
tartar  emetic,  opium  or  laudanum,  * 
they  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalties 
of  the  act  a/bresaid. 

Pedlers  and  hawkers  are  re- 
quired to  pay  850  for  their  licenses. 
All  notes,  bonds,  or  promises  made 
to  any  hawker  or  pedler  for  wares 
sold  shall  be  void,  unless  the  party 
selling  the  same  shall  have  first  pro- 
cured a  license  to  sell. 

Propertv  exempt  from  EXECCr- 
TioN. — The  followmg  articles  shall 
be  retained  for  the  use  of  every 
family  in  this  state,  exempt  from 
levy  and  sale  under  any  execution 
or  other  legal  process :  two  beds 
and  furniture,  two  cows  and  calves, 
two  splming  wheels,  two  axes,  two 
hoes,  five  hundred  weight  of  meat, 
•one  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  all  the 
meal  that  may  at  any  time  be  on 
hand,  two  ploughs,  one  table,  one 
pot,  one  oven,  two  water  vessels, 
two  pair  of  cotton  cards,  all  books, 
one  churn,  three  chairs,  one  work 
horse,  mule,  or  pair  of  work  oxen, 
one  horse  or  ox  cart,  one  gun,  all 
tools  or  implements  of  trade,  and 
jtwenty  head  of  hogs. 

An  act  was  passed  to  simplify 
icire  facias  in  criminal  cases. 

Slaves. — The  first  eight  sections, 
and  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first 
sections  of  the  act  of  January,  1832, 
for  preventing  the  introduction  of 
;slaves  into  Ihe  state,  were  repealed. 
Vide  last  vol.  p.  268. 

Usury. — It  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  obligor  or  maker  of  any  bond 
or  note,  on  which  suit  may  hereafler 
)be  brought,Uo  establish  the  fact  of 


usury  by  his  own  oath,  where  the 
obligee  or  payee  shall  have  de- 
ceased. 

Where  the  borrower  of  any  sum 
of  money,  or  other  thing  alleged  to 
be  on  usurious  consideration,  shall 
have  died  before  the  trial  of  any  suit 
in  which  the  plea  of  usury  may, 
can,  or  shall  be  filed,  the  legal  rep- 
resentative or  representatives  of 
such  borrower  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  rate  of  in- 
terest, passed  in  December,  1819, 
upon  making  afiidavit  that  he  be- 
lieves the  contract  sued  on  to  be 
usurious;  but  this  section  shall  have 
no  efiect  where  the  lender  shall 
have  died.  If  any  person,  against 
whom  such  evidence  is  ofiered  to  be 
given,  will  deny,  upon  oath,  to  be 
administered  in  open  court,  the  truth 
of  what  such  witness  offers  to  swear 
against  him,  then  such  evidence 
shall  not  be  admitted ;  if  any  witness 
or  party  shall  forswear  himself,  in 
any  such  matter,  he  shall  suffer  the 
penalties  by  law  inflicted  on  persons 
convicted  of  perjury. 

Wills. — When  the  validity  of 
any  will  shall  be  contested  in  any 
county  court,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  judge,  at  the  request  of  either 
party,  to  cause  jurors  to  be  sumnKMi* 
ed  for  the  trial  of  such  contest. 

Academies. — Four    academies 
were  incorporated. 

Insurance  Companies. — Two  in- 
surances  were  incorporated. 

Manufacturing  Company.— An 
act  was  passed  to  incorporate  the 
bell  factory,  with  a  capital  of 
8100,000. 

Rail  road. — An  act  was  passed 
to  incorporate  the  Daletown,  Wood- 
ville  and  Greensborough  rail  road 
company ;  its  capital  is  not  to  ex*> 
ceed  81,000,000. 
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New  Constitution — 1832. — A  ry  of  state,  auditor  and  treasurer) 
coQventioQ  was  iield  this  year  to  by  the  people,  was  lost.  The  sher- 
amead  the  coustitution  of  the  state,  i^s  are  to  remain  in  office  so  long 
and  P.  Rutilius  R.  Pray  was  ap-  as  the  people  choose  to  continue 
pointed  president.  The  amended  them.  By  a  vote  of  26  to  19,  the 
constitution  is  too  long  for  insertion  convention  determined  that  judges 
in  this  volume.  Among  the  amend-  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  cho- 
ments  were  the  following  :  The  sen  by  the  people.  A  session  of 
town  of  Jackson  is  agreed  upon  as  the  legislature  was  authorized  under 
the  permanent  seat  of  government  the  new  constitution  for  the  winter 
until  the  year  1850.  The  right  of  of  1833,  and  the  general  elections 
suiSrage  is  extended  to  all  free  white  will  hereafler  take  place  on  the  first 
males  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Monday  of  May. 
who  have  resided  in  the  state  twelve  Legislation. — At  the  sixteenth 
months  prececfing  an  election.  In  session  of  the  legislature  of  this 
the  senatorial  branch  the  members  stnte,  begun  on  January  7,  1833,  at 
of  the  legislature  shall  hereafter  be  Jackson,  one  hundred  acts  and  eigh- 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  shall  have  teen  resolutions  were  passed, 
resided  four  yea^  in  the  state,  and  AcAD£MiES.-—Four  academies 
twelve  months  ia  tLe  county  or  dis-  were  incorporated, 
trict  choosing  them.  Members  of  Attornef  General. — An  act 
the  other  house  are  required  to  be  was  passed  prescribing  the  duties  of 
twenty-two  years  of  age — to  have  the  attorney  general  and  district  at- 
resided  two  years  in  the  state,  and  torney.  The  attorney  general  is 
twelve  months  in  the  county  tliey  to  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  elect- 
are  to  represent.  No  property  ors  of  the  str.te,  for  the  term  of  (bur 
qualification  is  required  for  members  years ;  his  salary  is  to  be  91,000 ; 
of  the  legislature,  nor  for  any  other  that  of  the  district  attorney  is  to  be 
officer  of  the  state.     Great  efforts  9600. 

were  made  in  convention  to  substi-  Banks. — An  act  was  passed  to 
tute  biennial  for  annual  sessions,  and  establish  the  Agricultural  Bank  of 
astrongdisliketo  such  a  clause  in  the  Mississippi;  its  capital  stock  is  not 
constitution  was  shown,  not  only  in  to  exceed  $3,000,000.     By  another 
convention,  but  among  the  people,  act,  authority  was  given  to  the  Plant- 
In  the   executive   department,  it  is  ers*  Bank   to  increase  its   capital 
agreed  that  the  governor  shall  be  stock  91,000,000. 
chosen  every  two  years ;  and  that  Census. — An  act  was  passed  pro- 
he  shall  be  ineligible  for  a  longer  'Viding  for  the  enumeration   of  the 
period  than /our  out  of  six  years;  free  white  inhabitants  of  the  state, 
that   he  shall  be  allowed  no  veto  Csurches. — Acts    were     passed 
power  upon  the  acts  of  the  general  incorporating  three  churches, 
assembly,  unless  those  acts  involve  Courts,  &c. — An  act  was  passed 
constitutional    points.     The   presl-  to  establish  circuit  courts,  and  to  de- 
dent  of  the  senate  is  constituted  by  fine  their  powers  and  jurisdiction  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  the  lieutenant  law  and  equity ;  the  judges  are  to 
governor.     The  proposition  to  elect  be  elected  by  the  qualifi^  electors 
the  state  house  officers  (the  secreta-  of  their  respective  districts ;  the  14th 
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Elections. — Dec.  1833. — Alex- 
ander  Porter  was  elected  senator,  in 
the  place  of  J.  S.  Johnston  deceas- 
ed, by  a  vote  of  32  to  30. 

1833. — The  legislature  of  Louis- 
iana met  at  New-Orleans  on  the  7th 
of  January.  The  leading  topic  in 
the  communication  of  Governor 
Roman,  is  the  state  of  the  contro- 
versy between  South  Carolina  and 
the  U.  States.  Governor  Roman  de. 
clares  his  conviction,  that  the  princi- 
ples avowed  by  the  majority  in  that 
state  "  inevitably  tend  to  the  total 
disorganization  of  public  order,  and 
to  destroy  the  very  foundations  of 
the   Union. 

There  is  a  paragraph  against  the 
lottery  system,  recommending  its 
discouragement  by  an  onerous  tax. 

The  message  recommends  the 
erection  of  a  new  penitentiary,  on 
the  plan  of  those  in  the  northern 
states,  in  which  the  labour  of  the  con- 
victs is  made  to  exceed  the  costs  of 
confining  and  maintaining  them. 
The  support  of  criminals  in  Louis- 
iana last  year  cost  the  state  820,809. 

The  treasury  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  unexpected  bal- 
ance is  805,018  u,8 ;  and  aRer  pay- 
ing all  the  current  expenses,  and  all 
the  appropriations  of  the  last  two 
legislatures,  there  will  still  remain 
a  surplus  of  receipts  during  the 
year  of  about  820,000. 

He  recommends  the  establishment 
of  an  annual  appfopriation,  as  a  fund 
for  internal  improvement. 

Legislation. — Acts  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  at  its 
session  in  New-Orleaas,  begun  on 
January  7, 1833. 

Academies.  — The  sum  of  82,500 
is  to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the 
state  treasury,  for  four  years,  for 


the  support  of  the  Montpelier  Aca* 
demy,  and  the  sum  of  8l»000,  to  be 
paid  annually,  for  ten  years,  for  the 
maintenance  of  an  academy  in 
Alexandria. 

Agricultural  Society.— An  act 
was  passed  to  incorporate  the  Agri- 
cultural  Society  of  Louisiana ;  the 
corporation  is  empowered  to  raise, 
by  subscription  or  otherwise,  a  capi- 
tal fund  not  exceeding  8500,000  ;  a 
model  plantation  is  to  be  purchased, 
on  which  experiments  shall  be  made 
in  agriculture  and  horticulture. 

Bank5 — The  Commercial  Bank 
of  New-Orleans  was  incorporated, 
the  chief  object  of  which  is  to  be 
the  conveying  of  water  from  the 
river  into  the  city  of  New-Orleans 
and  its  faubourgs,  and  into  the* 
houses  of  its  citizens  ;  the  original 
capital  stock  of  the  Company  is  to 
be  83,000,000,  and  is  to  be  exempt 
from  taxation. 

The   Mechanics'    and    Traders' 
Bank  of  New-Orleans  was  incorpo- 
rated,   with     a    capital    stock    of 
82,000,000. 

An  act  was  passed,to  Qjitablish,  in 
New-Orleans,  a  bank  under  the 
name  of  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Lou- 
isiana, with  a  capital  of  812,000,000, 
which  is  to  be  formed  and  procured 
by  a  loan  ;  subscriptions  to  the  ca- 
pital stock  are  to  be  guarantied  and 
secured  by  mortgages  of  real  estate 
and  slaves,  which  shall  form  the 
basis  and  stand  as  a  full  security  for 
such  loan  or  loans  and  the  interest 
thereon  ;  the  state  is  at  all  times  to 
be  entitled  to  a  credit  with  the  said 
bank,  of  at  least  8500,000,  on  the 
bonds  or  obligations  of  the  state^ 
being  furnished  in  such  manner  aa 
may  be  provided  by  law,  bearing 
an  interest  which  shall  not  exceed 
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fife  per  cent. ;  and  every  stock-  dera  of  injunction^  was  Withdrawn, 
holder,  on  pledging  hia  certificate  of  BoARn  of  Public  Wokks.— An 
stock,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  act  was  passed  to  establish  a  board 
equal  to  one  half  ofthe  total  amount  of  public  works,  and  to  create  a 
of  his  stock  ;  and  in  proportion  as  fund  for  internal  improvefnent. 
any  such  stockholder  shall  use  the  Lyceum. — ^The  New-Orieans  Ly 
said  credit,  he  shall  give  his  notes  ceum  was  incorporated, 
or  obligations  to  the  said  corporation  Lottbbibs. — Any  person  who 
for  the  amount  so  lent  him.  The  shall  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any 
charter  is  to  continue  in  force  fifty-  lottery  ticket^  in  this  state,  after 
one  years.  January  1,  1834^  sfaall^  on  convic- 

Census. — An  act  was  passed  to  tion,  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less 
provide  for  taking  a  census  of  the  than  $1,000,  and  not  more  than 
voters  in  the  state.  $5,000)  and  to  imprisonment  for  not 

Churches. — Acts  were  passed  ta  less  than  three  months,  nor  more 
incorporate  four  churches.  than  one  year. 

CoLLBOB. — The  sum  of  $20,000  Mayor  op  NEW.ORLEANs.*^The 
Was  appropriated  far  the  benefit  of  city  council  are  authorized  to  in. 
the  college  of  Jefferaion.  crease  his  salary  to  any  amount  not 

Committ.:es.— ^The  chairman^  or    exceeding  $6,000. 
person  acting  as  chairman  of  any        Navigation  CompatvY. — An  act 
committee  of  the  legislature,  is  lau-    was  passed  to  incorporate  the  Bayou 
thorized  to  administer  oaths  to  wit-    Boeuf  and  Red  River  Navigation 
nesses  called  before  them,  to  testify    Company. 

in  relation  to  any  subject  referred  to       Penitentiary. — The  commission* 
their  consideration.  ers  appointed  to    superintend    the 

Cotton    Press    CoMPANY.-^An    erection  of  a  penitentiary  at  Baton 
act  was   passed  to  incorporate  the    RoOge,  are  not  to  be  required  to  ad« 
Orleans  (Jotton  Press  Company ;  its    here  to  the  plan  of  the  penitentiary 
capital  is  $600,000,  and  nuiy  be  in-    at  Weathersfield  in  Connecticut.    • 
creased  to  $1,000,000.  Rail-roads. — If  any  person  place 

EnuGATroN. — An  act  was  passed  any  obstructions  upon  any  rail-road 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  with  an  intent  to  obstruct  or  endan* 
telative  to  public  education.  ger  the  free  passing  thereon,  he 

.  Ferry  Company. — An  act  was  shall,  if  a  free  person,  on  conviction, 
passed,  granting  to  the  New-Orleans  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceed^ 
Steam  Perry  Company,  the  excrlu-  ing  six  months,  nor  less  than  one 
sive  privilege  of  establishing  and  month,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  ei^- 
maintaintng  one  or  several  steam-  ceeding  $500,  nor  less  than  $100  ; 
boats  in  front  of  the  city,  for  the  but  if  a  slave,  he  shall  be  sen^ 
purpose  of  crossing  the  river,  during  tenced  to  receive  twenty-five  lashes, 
the  term  of  ten  years.  and  to  wear  a  chaii),  in  (he  service 

Gas  Lights. — Certain  persons  of  his  master^  for  the  term  of  twelve 
were  invested   with   the  exclusive    months. 

right  of  introducing  and  vending  gas        Acts  were  passed  to  incorporate 
lights  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans    the    New-Orleans    and    Carrolton 
and  its  fuuxbourgs,  during  the  term    Railroad  Company,  with  a  capital  . 
of  twenty.five  years.  of  $300,000  ;  the  Clinton  and  Port 

Injunctions.— The  power  grant*  Hudson  Rail-road  Company,  with  a 
id  to  clerks  of  courtsr  to  grant  or-    capital  of  $100,000»  which  may^  b# 
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iDcreated  to  $200,000;  and  two 
rail -road  companies  in  the  pariah  of 
Rapides. 

oLAVKs.—The  senators  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  state  in  congress, 
were  requested  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  general  govemnnent  to  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  enter- 
ing into  stipulations  with  the  Mexi- 
can govemnnent,  hy  which  the  citi. 
zens  of  the  United  States  may  reco- 
ver  their  runaway  slaves  that  may 
find  shelter  in  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory. 

An  act  was  passed,  rep<saling  that 
portion  of  the  second  section  of  the 
act  to  amend  the  **  net  relative  to 
the  introduction  of  slaves,"  which 


includes  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
Missouri,  among  those  states  and 
territories  from  which  it  is  forbidden 
to  introduce  slaves. 

Steam  Tow  Boat  Compakt. — 
'i'he  Louisiana  Steam  Tow  Boat 
Company  was  incorporated  ;  capital 
•120,000. 

Sugar  Refining  Company. — The 
Louisiana  Sugar  Refining  Company 
of  New-Orieans  was  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  9500,000,  which 
may  be  increased  to  91,000,000. 

Weighing  of  Hay,  Ate— An  act 
was  passed,  supplementary  to  the 
*<  act  to  appoint  weighers  of  cotton 
and  hay,  in  and  for  the  city  and  pa- 
rish of  New-Orieans." 
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Elections. — Oct.  1838. — ^Felix 
Grundy  was  re-elected  to  the  United 
States  senate,  on  the  55th  ballot. 
The  vote  stood — 

Fur  Grundy, 33 

Eaton, 18 

Foster, 9 

Statistics. — 1883. 

Public  debt. — The  state  is  en- 
tirely  free  from  public  debt,  other 
than  that  created  for  stock  in  the 
Union  Bank,  (500,0  0. 

Annual  expenditures. — The 
annual  expenses  of  the  government 
amount  to  971,248. 

Revenue. — The  amount  and  sour- 
ces of  the  state  rerenue  are  as  foU 
lows,  to  wit : 

Tax  on  land, $33,190 

2,096 
8,880 
12.384 
3,373 
1,091 
8.769 
1.008 
1,110 
31,563 


Do.  do.  town  lota, 
Do.  do.  white  poila, . 
Do.  do,  black  polls,  . 
Do.  do.  stud  horaes. 
Do.  do.  pleaaure  carriages. 
Do.  do.  law  proceedings. 
Do.  do.  conveyances,    • 
Do.  do.  taverns,  .     .    . 
Do.  do.  mercluDte,  .    . 

ToUl. 


$93,380 


Public  L4Nds. — The  estimated 
value  of  the  public  lands  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguibhed, 
is  $500,000. 

Real  ritoPEBTY. — The  estima- 
ted v;ilue  of  real  property  wifhin  the 
limits  of  the  state,  is  $150,000,000. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  state, 
which  are  put  down  at  $71,243, 
may  properly  be  termed  the  ordina- 
ry* expenditures :  as  that  sum  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  ex* 
pense  incurred  for  education  and 
internal  improvement. 

In  relation  to  the  revenue,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  estimate  is  put 
down  at  $93,888,  being  somewhat 
short  of  the  average  amount. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  confined  to  the  section 
of  country  within  the  Cherokeer 
boundary,  which  is  subject  to  be 
appropriated  by  Tennessee  for  her 
own  benefit  so  soon  as  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  Hiwassee  lands 
amounted  to  $706,246 ;  and  the 
latter  section  of  country  does  not 
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exceed  the  former  more  than  one 
fifth. 

The  unappropriated  lands  in  the 
western  district,  are  not  taken  into 
yiew,  as  the  stale  is  merely  acting 
in  the  character  of  trustee  in  the 
appropriation;  but  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  a  considerable  fund  may  be 
derived  from  this  source  at  no  dis- 
tant day. 

LsGisLATio.t. — At  an  extra  ees- 
aion  of  the  legislature  in  1832,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted 
on  the  subject  of  nullification  unani- 
mously in  the  senate,  and  only  six 
dissenting  in  the  house. 

Believing  that  a  crisis  has  arrived 
which  renders  it  important  that 
Tennessee  should  declare  to  the 
world  her  opinions,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  relative  powers  of  the  federal 
and  state  governments,  this  general 
assembly,  that  no  misapprehension 
may  exist  as  to  what  are  their  po- 
litical principles,  do  declare  that 
they  regard  the  resolutions  adopted 
in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  the 
year  1798,  and  the  commentaries 
of  Mr.  Madison  thereon,  as  furnish- 
ing a  true  and  safe  exposition  of  the 
'  principles  of  the  federal  constitution. 
Yet,  as  the  supporters  of  nullification 
claim  to  be  adherents  to  the  same 
doctrines,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
this  general  assembly,  distinctly  to 
denounce  nullification  as  a  heresy, 
the  more  dangerous  as  it  professes 
to  rest  upon  the  basis  of  the  doctrines 
of 1798. 

Therefore,  resolved  by  the  gene, 
ral  assembly  of  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, That  we  regard  the  doctrine, 
that  a  state  has  a  right,  under  the 
constitution,  either  by  its  legislature, 
or  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
the  state,  to  render  inoperative  and 
▼Old  a  law  of  congress  within  the 
limito  of  the  stalQ,  a$  unwarranted 


by  the  federal  coDStittitioDy  and  daa« 
gerous  to  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  nuUU 
fication  by  eithier  of  these  means,  as 
destructive  to  the  principles  of  the 
government,  and,  under  the  guise 
of  a  peaceful  and  constitutional 
remedy,  calculated  to  precipitate 
the  country  into  civil  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  d(K:trine  thai 
a  state  has  the  right,  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  resist  or  render  inopera- 
tive within  her  limits  an  act  of  con- 
gress, whenever  the  same  may  be 
declared  unconstitutional  by  a  legis- 
lative enactment,  or  in  its  highest  poli- 
tical attitude  by  a  convention  of  the 
people  ofthe  state,  is  wholly  unwar- 
ranted by  the  constitution,  danger- 
ous  to  the  existence  of  the  Union» 
inconsistent  with  the  preservation  of 
the  federal  government,  and  tending 
directly,  under  the  guiise  of  a  peace- 
ful remedy,  to  bring  upon  our  coun- 
try all  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 

Public  acts  passed  at  the  first 
session  of  the  twentieth  general  as- 
sembly, begun  and  held  at  Nash  villOy 
on  September  16,  1833. 

Appeals. — In  all  cases  origina- 
ting before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
where  judgment  may  be  rendered 
in  favour  of  the  plaintifiT,  and  the 
plaintifiT  shall  appeal  to  the  county 
or  circuit  court,  and  such  court  shall 
not  give  a  judgment  more  favoura- 
ble to  the  piaintifT  than  that  given 
by  the  justice,  making  allowance 
for  the  interest  accruing,  it  shall  be 
the  du^y  of  said  court  to  give  judg- 
ment in  favour  of  the  plaintifiT  for 
the  amount  so  by  him  recovered,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  recovered  be- 
fore the  justice,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  give  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
defendant,  for  all  costs  <N)eiisionod 
by  such  appeal. 

|n  aU  causes  commeneed  in  the 
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county  court,  where  judgment  may 
be  given  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  plaintiff  shall  appeal  to  the 
circuit  court,  with  like  effect,  a 
similar  judgment  shall  be  rendered 
by  the  circuit  court. 

Practice. — If  in  a  suit  in  any 
joourt  of  equity,  an  affidavit  shall  be 
made  that  the  residence  of  such  de- 
fendant pannot  be  discovered,  the 
court  shall  order  such  defendant  to 
appear  at  a  certain  day,  which  order 
shall,  within  sixty  days,  be  inserted 
ip  some  gazette  published  in  this 
state;  and  if  the  defendant  do  not 
appear  within  the  time  specified, 
then  the  plaintiff's  bill  shall  be 
laken  pro  canfesso. 

In  all  cases  where  a  bill  may  be 
necessary  to  be  filed  to  divest  title 
to  land,  and  the  party  or  parties 
.against  whom  said  bill  is  contem- 
plated  to  be  filed,  reside^  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  state,  said  bill  may  be 
filed  in  the  district  or  county  in 
which  the  land  lies ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  bills  have  beeh  filed, 
and  before  the  rendering  of  the 
decree,  the  defendant  or  defendants 
were  dead,  such  decree  shall  not  be 
void,  but  the  heirs  of  such  party 
may,  at  any  time,  within  five  years 
from  said,  decree,  apply  and  have 
themselves  made  parties,  and  the 
cause  shall  be  then  proceeded  in, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  heirs 
had  been  originally  made  parties. 

The  judges  of  circuit  courts  and 
chancellors  are  authorized  to  appoint 
receivers  in  vacation. 

Where  lands  or  interests  in  lands 
are  specifically  directed  to  be  sold  by 
order  ofthe  court  of  chancery,  upon 
the  application  of  the  icomplainant, 
the  court  is  empowered  to  order  the 
property  to  be  sold  on  a  credit  of 
not  more  than  two  years  nor  less 
than  six  months ;  and  when  the  sale 
is  made  by  the  master  or  commis. 
jioaer,  and  confirmed  by  ^he  pojirt. 


DO  right  of  redemption  or  repuicbaM 
shall  exist  in  the  debtor  or  other 
creditors,  but  the  title  ofthe  purcha- 
ser shall  be  absolute. 

Whep  any  defendant  to  any  bill 
filed  in  chancery  shall  be  a  non- 
resident  of  this  state,  the  complain- 
ant may,  after  filing  hi^  bill,  have 
publication  against  such  defendanL 

Banks. — Acts  were  passed  to 
establish  the  Planters'  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee, at  Nashville,  with  branches  ; 
its  capital  is  to  be  92,000,000  ;  and 
the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Memphis,  with  a  capital  of 
9600,000. 

A  resolution  was  passed,  instruct, 
ing  and  requesting  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  the  state  in  con- 
gress respectively,  to  vote  against  a 
re-charter  ofthe  Bank  ofthe  United 
States. 

Execution,  PRopxRTr  exempt 
FROM. — Where  any  person  shall 
die,  leaving  a  wife,  or  a  wife  and 
children,  or  absconds  and  leaves  his 
family,  the  property  now  exempt,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  exempt 
from  execution  or  sale,  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  widow  or 
wife. 

Sherifls,  &c.  are  not  to  levy  ex- 
ecutions on  any  crop  growing  or 
attached  to  the  freehold,  before  the 
15th  day  of  November  next  afler 
such  crop  is  matured. 

In  addition  to  the  property  here- 
tofore exempt  from  execution,  there 
shall  also  be  exempt  in  like  manner, 
in  the  hands  of  a  person  engaged  in 
agriculture,  one  plough,  one  hoe, 
one  set  of  gears  for  ploughing,  one 
iron  wedge,  and  one  fa  rm  horse,  mule, 
or  yoke  of  oxen.  There  shall  also 
be  exempt,  one  set  of  mechanical 
tools,  such  as  is  usually  employed 
by  and  necessary  for  one  workman, 
at  any  particular  trade,  if  the  de- 
fendant in  execution  shall  usually 
follow  sue})  trade  as  ap  employment* 
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All  property  eJieropted  from  execu- 
tion ia  the  hands  of  a  debtor,  shall 
be  exempt  in  the  hands  of  his  widow, 
executor,  admipistrator  or  heirs; 
such  property  simll  also  be  exempt 
from  seizure  by  attachment.  The 
benefits  of  this  act  shall  extend  only 
to  the  heads  of  families. 

Negroes,  &c. — No  stage  con- 
tractor, or  driver,  or  owner,  or  cap- 
tain  of  any  steam- boat  or  other  water 
crafl,  shall  receive  and  carry  from 
any  place  in  this  state,  to  any  other 
place,  any  coloured  person,  unless 
such  person  shall  produce  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the 
county  from  which  the  stage-coach, 
steam-boat,  &c.  is  about  to  depart, 
that  such  coloured  person  is  free,  or 
generally  reputed  to  be  so;  but  if 
said  coloured  person  is  a  slave,  a 
verbal  or  written  authority  from  the 
owner  shall  be  sufficient ;  penalty, 
not  less  than  8200  nor  more  than 
$500,  and  imprisonment  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  six  months, 
and  liable  to  an  action  of  trover  at 
the  suit  of  the  owner. 

Where  any  slave  shall  have  con- 
cealed himself  in  any  steam-boat, 
stage  coach,  &c.  without  I  he  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  the  owner, 
captain,  &c.  and  the  same  shall  not 
have  been  discovered  before  the 
departure  of  the  steam-boat,  &c« ;  if 
the  owner,  captain»  dec.  shall  im- 
prison such  slave  in  the  neanest 
county  jail  in  the  direction  they  are 
going  at  the  time  of  such  discovery, 
and  make  publicity  to  the  same,  in 
some  convenient  newspaper,  he 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
provided  by  the  preceding  act. 

If  any  coloured  person  shall  make 
an  assault  upon  any  white  woman, 
with  intent  to  commit  a  rape,  he 
shall  suffer  death  by  hanging. 

An  act  was  passed  to  explain  .the 
jACt  coacerniog  free  persons  of  colour, 


and  for  other  purposes,  passed  De- 
cember 16,  1831. 

An  act  was  passed  to  aid  the  so- 
ciety for  the  colonization  of  the  free 
black  population  of  Tennessee,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  authorizing  tho 
payment  of  ten  dollars  to  such  so- 
ciety for  every  free  black  person 
that  shall  be  removed  from  the  state 
to  the  coast  of  Africa ;  but  the  sums 
so  paid  are  not  to  exceed  $500  in 
any  one  year. 

Horse-racing. — Every  person 
betting  on,  or  running,  or  aiding  in 
running* any  horse  along  any  public 
road,  shall  be  liable  to  be  indicted,  as 
unlawful  gambling. 

Cherokee  Indians. — An  act  was 
passed  to  extend  the  laws  and  juris- 
diction of  the  state  to  the  southern 
limits  thereof,  over  that  tract  of 
country  now  in  the  occupancy  of 
the  Cherokees.  No  tax  is  to  be 
levied  upon  any  native  Cherokees 
residing  in  the  said  tract,  nor  are 
they  to  be  required  to  work  on 
roads,  or  to  perform  militia  duty ; 
they  are  to  be  secured  in  the  Un- 
molested enjoyment  of  their  im- 
provements and  all  personal  proper- 
ty, according  to  their  customs  and' 
usages,  and  may  enforce  their  rights 
before  the  courts  of  the  state;  and 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  interfere 
with  or  invalidate  their  marriage 
customs.  Such  of  the  native  Chero- 
kees, as  have  had  or  shall  have  the 
rights  of  citizenship  extended  to 
them,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  and  liable  to  the  same  public 
dues,  as  other  citizens  of  the  state. 
The  courts  of  the  state  are  not  to 
take  jurisdiction  of  any  criminal 
offence  committed  in  such  territory 
by  Cherokees  resident  therein,  ex- 
cept murder,  rape  and  larceny ;  and 
the  usages  and  customs  of  the 
Cherokees  in  all  other  respects  are 
allowed  to  them,  within  the  territory* 
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until  such  time  as  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  furlber  to 
abridge  or  abrogate  them ;  saving 
always  from  the  benefits  and  privi- 
lege!) of  this  exception,  such  of  the 
native  Cherokee  Indians  as  have 
had  or  may  have  the  rights  of 
citizenship  extended  to  them.  This 
act  is  not  to  authbrize  any  white 
m&n  to  settle  within  such  territory  ; 
and  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
ahall  be  construed  to  invalidate 
any  law  or  treaty  of  the  United 
States,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution  thereof;  nor  shall  it  be 
construed  to  authorize  any  entry,  or 
appropriation,  or  occupancy  of  any 
of  the  lands  in  such  territory,  or  to 
extend  our  laws  for  the  entry  of 
yacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
over  any  part  thereof. 

Rail-roads. — An  act  was  passed 
to  incorporate  the  Western  Rail-road 
Conipany^  with  a  capital  of95D0,000, 
for  the  construction  of  a  rail.road 
from  Jackson  to  the  Mississippi 
river.  The  Pulaski  and  Florence 
Rail-road  Company  was  incorpora- 
ted, with  a  capital  of  $150,000,for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  rail-road 
from  Pulaski,  to  meet  a  rail-road 
which  it  is  contemplated  will  be  con- 
structed from  Florence  in  Alabama, 
to  said  line. 

Lien. — When  any  debt  shall  be 
contracted  by  the  master,  or  owner, 
by  and  on  account  of  any  work 
done,  or  materials  or  articles  furnish- 
ed for,  or  towards  the  building,  re- 
-  pairing,  fitting,  furnishing  or  equip- 
ping steam  or  keel  boat,  or  for 
wages  due  to  the  hands  of  said 
steam  or  keel  boat,  such  debt  shall 
be  a  lien  upon  such  steam'  or  keel 
boat,  her  tackle  and  furniture,  pro. 
yided  that  suit,  dec.  be  commenced 
within  three  months  froni  the  time 
faid  work  is  finished. 

iNSOLyBNT  BSTATB8.— Anact  was 
pMsed  to  regulate  and  simplify  the 


distribution  and  division  of  the  estates 
of  persons  dying  insolvent. 

Fire  hunting.— If  any  person 
shall  be  guilty  of  fire  hunting  in  the 
night  time,  and  thereby  kill  or  in- 
jure any  stock  of  any  kind,  the 
person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty 
of  malicious  mischief^  and  tried  and 
punished  as  other  persons  guilty  of 
malicious  mischief. 

Insurance  compant — The  Ten- 
nessee Maiine  and  Fire  Insunmce 
Company  was  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  of  (300,000. 

Poisoning  of  pish. — It  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  person  to  destroy 
the  fish  in  any  o[  the  waters  of  this 
state,  by  putting  any  poisonous  sub- 
stance in  said  waters ;  offenders  are 
made  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars. 

Convention. — An  act  was  passed 
to  provide  Cor  the  calling  of  a  conven- 
tion to  revise  the  state  constitution. 

Clerks.— If  any  clerk  of  a  county 
court  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  furni:»h 
the  tax  list,  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  indictment,  and,  upon 
conviction,  he  may  be  removed 
from  office. 

Religious  assemblies. — If  any 
person  shall  prepare  any  barbecue, 
or  other  eatables  for  sale,  or  shall 
sell  or  ofier  for  sale  fruits  or  bread 
stuff,  confectioneries,  fernnented  li. 
quors,  or  any  other  articles  of  what- 
ever sort,  kind  or  description,  within 
one  mile  of  any  worshiping  assem- 
bly,  so  as  to  interrupt  said  worship- 
ing assembly,  they  shall  be  dealt 
with  as  rioters  at  common  law,  and 
shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
five  dollars;  provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent' any 
person  authorized  by  law  from  sell- 
ing the  articles  above  mentioned,  at 
the  usual  places  of  selling  the  same« 
If  any  person  shall  maliciously  throw 
down  any  fence  or  enclosure  of  any 
camp  ground,  he  shall,  on  convic 
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tkm  before  anj  justice  of  the  peace, 
pay  the  sum  often  dollars. 
'  Registration. — An  act  was  pass- 
ed to  amend  the  registration  laws  of 
this  state,  and  to  regulate  probate  of 
deeds  and  other  instruments. 

West  Point  academy. — By  this 
resolution,  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  in  congress 
were  respectively  instructed  and  re- 
quested to  oppose  the  passage  of  all 
laws  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  this  institution. 


New  constitution.— By  this  re- 
solution, the  legislature  most  re- 
spectfully recommended  to  the 
people  to  urge  it  upon  the  candidates 
for  the  convention  in  the  several 
districts,  and  upon  the  delegates 
elected  to  said  convention,  that,  when 
the  new  constitution  shall  hare  been 
formed,  it  shall  be  submitted  back 
to  the  people  to  receive  their  sanc- 
tion by  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  the 
state,  before  it  shall  become  the 
tablished  constitution. 
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Elections. — Aug.  1882. 
For  Crovemor. 
Breathitt,  (Adm.)  40.715 

Baokner,  (Opp.)  39,473 

IJeutenatU  Governor. 

Morehead,  (Opp.)  40,073 

Taylor,  (Adm.)  37,491 

The  legislature  of  Kentucky  me^ 
at  Frankfort,  on  Monday,  Novem- 
ber  8d.  J.  J.  Crittenden  was  elect- 
ed speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives  without  opposition.  In 
the  senate,  lieutenant  governor 
Morehead  took  his  seat  as  presiding 
officer.  The  message  of  governor 
Breathitt  was  received  on  the  same 
day. 

The  internal  improvement  of  the 
state  is  pressed  therein  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature.  The 
improvement  of  the  navigable  stream 
of  the  state  is  recommended,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  Green  river,  which 
has  been  surveyed,  and  can  be 
cleared  of  its  obstructions  at  a  small 
expense.  Forty-five  miles  of  the 
Maysville  and  Lexington  road  have 
been  put  under  contract ;  forty  of 
which  will  be  finished  and  opened 
for  travel  during  the  present  year, 
and  the  remaining  portion  by  the 
next.  Only  eighteen  miles  will  re- 
main to  complete  the  whole. 

Oreal  interest  is  expressed  for 


the  Lexington  and  Ohio  rail-road, 
and  the  completion  of  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  ccuial  is  announced. 

'Some  changes  are  suggested  in 
the  mode  of  selecting  juries,  and 
it  is  especially  recommended  that 
they  should  receive  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  their  services. 
Improvements  in  the  militia  system, 
are  pointed  out  as  necessary,  and 
alterations  suggested  in  the  laws 
relative  to  riots  and  the  licensing  of 
taverns,  with  a  view  to  the  suppres- 
sion, as  far  as  practicable,  of  the 
vice  of  intemperance. 

On  the  subject  of  the  state  finan- 
ces, the  governor  announces  a  ba- 
lance against  the  treasury,  on  the 
10th  of  October  last,  of  9l47,.')d4. 
The  state  has  an  unproductive  capi-. 
tal  of  nearly  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  originally  derived  principal- 
ly from  the  sales  of  Green  river 
lands,  and  invested  in  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  Kentucky.  That  charter 
having  been  repealed,  the  state's 
proportion  of  the  stock,  as  distribu- 
ted and  received,  has  been  subscri- 
bed  as  stock  in  the  bank  of  the 
commonwealth,  where  it  has  also 
been  unproductive,  that  bank  hav- 
ing also  ceased  to  do  business. 
The  governor  proposes  the  charter- 
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ing  of  a  new  bank,  based  on  a  sub*  any  such    idiot    or    lunatic    haw 

stuntial  capital,  in  which  the  state  an  estate,  the   proceeds  of   which 

funds  shaH  be  re-inVeated.  are  sufficient  to   maintain  him«  it 

LouisriLLB  CANAL. — The  Louis-  is  to  bj  appropriated  to  that  pur« 
ville  and  Portland  canal  is  about  pose.  Where,  in  the  opinion  of 
two  miles  in  length,  intended  for  the  physician  and  trustees  of  the 
steam-boats  of  the  largest  class,  asylum,  any  person  confined  in  the 
and  to  overcome  a  fall  of  twenty-  asylum  ought  to  perform  moderate 
four  feet  in  the  Ohio  river,  occa*  and  necessary  labour,  it  shall  be 
sioned  by  an  irregular  bed  of  lime*  lawful  for  the  trustees  and  the  ma- 
stone  rock,  through  which  the  canal  nager  to  assign  to  any  such  person 
is  cut  in  its  whole  length,  a  part  labour  6r  work  to  perform ;  and 
to  the  depth  of  12  feet,  averaging  the  said  trustees  are  further  author 
about  8  feet.  The  depth  of  the  rized  to  sell  or  exchange  the  pro- 
canal  is  42  feet ;  it  is  50  feet  wide  duct  of  all  such  labour,  or  appropri* 
at  the  bottom,  and  200  feet  wide  at  ate  it  for  the  use  of  the  asylum,  and 
the  top  ;  the  width  at  the  water  line  comfort  of  the  subjects  of  confine- 
varies  according  to  the   height  of  ment. 

water,  which  varies  from  4  to  40        Bail. — It  shall  not  be  lawful  to 

feet.    Thereareoneguard  and  three  require  any  person  to  enter  into  a 

lifl  locks  all  combined;  the  line  of  recognizance  or  to  give  surety  to 

lock   wall   is  upwards  of  900  feet ;  keep  the  peace,  or  to  be  of  good  be- 

the  guard-lock   is  IMO  feet  in  the  haviour  for  a  longer  period  thaa 

clear    in  length,  42  feet  high,  and  one  year,  at  any  one  time. 
60  feet  wide;  the  lif\  locks  are  each        In  all  applications  to  bind  over 

18.5  feet  long,  clear  measure,  50  feet  to  keep  the  |)eace,  or  to  be  of  a 

wide  and  20  feet  high,  all  based  on  good  behaviour,  the  court  or  justice 

solid  rock.  is  to  hear  testimony  on  the  part  of 

At  extreme  low  wat^r,   full   4  the  defendant  or  defendants,  if  ofler- 

feet  can  be  found  in  the  canal,  at  ed,   proving  or  tending  to   provCf 

which  time  10  inches  only   are  on  that  the  application  ought  not  to  be 

the  fulls,  and  18  inches  on  the  bars,  sustainedf  and   the  applicant  may 

above  and  below  Louisville.  offer  countervailing  testimony  ;  and 

Legislation. — At  the  session  of  the  court  or  justice  shall  thereupon 

the  forty-first  general  assembly  of  decide  whether  the  defendant  or  de« 

this  state,  in  1832-3,  two  hundred  feudants  shall  be  so  bound  over. 
and  forty. five  agts  and  eleven  reso-        Bank. — An   act  was   passed  fo 

lutions  were  passed.  establish   the  Bank  of   Louisville/ 

Lunatic  Asylum. — The  commit,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,000,000 ; 

tee  of  any  person  regularly  fuund  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  provides, 

be  a  lunatic,  shall  have  the  privilege  that  if  the  bank  shall  at  any  time 

of  having  such  lunatic  kept  in  the  owe  an  amount  i*xceeding  twice  the 

lunatic    asylum,    upon   the    same  amount  of  capital  stock    actually 

terms  the  state  is  charged.     When  paid  in,  exclusive  of  sums  due  on 

it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  deposite,  the  president  and  directors 

the  circuit  court,  that  any  idiot  or  shall  be  liable  for  any  debts  of  the 

lunatic  permitted  to  go  at  large,  and  bank   in    their    private   capacities^ 

is  dangerous  to  the  people  of  the  provided  the  property  of  the  bank 

neighbourhood,    the    court   is    re-  be  inadequate  to  satisfy  the  excess. 
quired  to    order  said  idiot  or  lu-        Coal  Compaivt. — The  Louisrille 
natic    to    the  lunatic    asylum;    if 
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ftkid  BonharboUr  Coal  Company  waa  permitting  any  gambling  in  their 

incorporated;  its  capital  18  9200,000,  houses,  &c.   are  made  liable,  for 

which  may  be  increased  to  9500,000.  every  such  o^nce,  to  a  fine  of  not 

EviDENCE.^^It  shall  form  no  ob-  less  than  9200  nor  more  than  9500. 
Jection  to  the  competency  of  any  Town  or  city  marshals  are  autho- 
witness  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  rized  to  seize  all  sums  of  money 
commonwealth,  on  the  trial  of  a  pro-  which  may  be  found  staked  or 
secution  for  forgery,  that  he  or  she  placed  in  bank  ;  it  shall  be  no  ex- 
is  the  person  by  whom  the  instru-  cuse  to  any  witness  called  on  to  gire 
ment  charged  to  be  forged,  purports  evidence,  from  deposing  the  whole 
to  have  been  executed ;  and  the  truth,  that  he  is  a  party  concerned^ 
judgment  of  conviction  in  the  crimi-  or  was  so,  in  the  unlawful  game  or 
nal  prosecution,  shall  not  destroy  gaming ;  but  the  evidence  given  by 
the  legal  validity  of  the  writing  such  witness  shall  not  be  used 
charged  to  have  t>een  forged,  or  be  against  him  in  any  trial  or  proceed- 
used  in  any  civil  controversy  rela-  ing  whatever.  Nothing  in  this  act 
tive  to  the  same.  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 

GAwma. — The  person  losing,  or  the  running  of  horses  in  this  com- 

his  heirs  or  executors,  may  at  any  monwealth,    except    as  heretofore 

time  within  five  years,  sue  for  and  prohibited  by  law. 
recover  the  money  or  other  pro-       Hotel  Compant. — The  Louis- 

perty  so  lost;  if  the  loser,  &c.  does  ville  Hotel  Company  was  incorpo- 

not  sue  within  six  months,  then  any  rated,    with    a    capital    stock    of 

other  person  may  sue  for  and  reco.  9200,000. 

verthe  same;  if  any  fiftakeholderbe        Insttsangb  Compahit. — An    act 

notified  by  the  persoii  making  the  was    passed    to    incorporate    the 

deposit,  not  to  pay  the  same  over,  Franklin  Insurance  Company ;  its 

but  to  return  it  to  the  owner,  he  is  capital  stock  is  9100,000. 
required  so  to  do,  otherwise  he  is       Crimes  and  Offences.-*— If  any 

liable  to  an  action  therefor.   Any  person,  having  charge  of  any  book 

creditor' of  the  loser,  at  the  time  of  or  paper  in  relation  to  the  electioQ 

the  unlawful  gambling,  or  before  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  com- 

the  delivery  of  the  property  lost,  is  monwealth,  shall  change,  alter  or 

authorized  to  levy  his  execution  and  vary  the  same,  or  permit  another  to 

sell  such  property,  in  the  same  man-  do  so,  with  intent  and  so  as  to  pro- 

ner  as  if  it  were  still  in  the  posses-  duce  a  result  difibrent  from  the  real 

sion  of  or  belonging  to  the  debtor,  fact  and  truth  of  said  election,  ha . 

or  to  file  a  bill  in  chancery  in  the  shall,  on  conviction,  undergo  a  con. 

same  manner,  and  have  like  redress  finement  in  the  state  jail  and  peni- 

as  in  the  case  of  a  fraudulent  con-  tentiary,fbr  a  length  of  time  not  less 

veyance  of  property  by  a  debtor  to  than  one  nor  more  than  three  years, 

defraud  his  creditors  ;  every  person  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury, 
convicted  of  being  a  keeper  of  a        Every  free  person  and  his  abet- 

faro  table,  or  other  table,  tHbles,  or  ters,  who  shall  maliciously  destroy, 

instrument,  used,  and  at  which  mo-  or  attempt  to   destroy,   any  of  the 

ney  is  woii  or  lost,  contrary  to  the  locks  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 

laws,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  high  mis-  canal,  or  the  bridge  over  it,  or  in* 

demeanor,  and  shall  be  deprived  of  jure  or  attempt  to  injura  them,  so  ai 

the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  to  obstruct  the  use  thereof,  shallp 

any  office  of  trustor  profit.  Persons  upon  conviction,  be  sentenced  to  im* 
40 
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priflonment  in  the  state  jail  and  peni-  to  this  ftate,  if  sueh  emigrantft  ifaallr 

tentiarj,  for  a  period  of  time  not  less  within  sixty  days  after  their  arnvalr 
than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,    have  taken  an  oath  before  some  jus- 

If  anyslaye  beguilty  of  such  ofience,  tice  of  the  peace,  that  they  intend  to 
he  shall,  upon  conviction,  suder  become  citizens  ofthe  state,  and  haT« 
death  by  hanging.  brought  no  slaves  with  the  intentioa 

Medical  IksriTunoif. — An  act  ofselling  them,  and  caused  such  oath, 
was  passed  to  establish  a  medical  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  to  be 
institution  in  Louisville,  for  the  pro.    recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 

motion  of  m^ical  science.  of  the  county,  court ;  nor  shall  the 

Rail-road     Company. The    provision  apply  to  travellers  making 

Bardstown  and  Louisville  Rail- road  only  a  transient  stay,  and  who  shall 

Company  was  incorporated  ;  its  ca-  have  brought  slaves  with  them,  for 

pital  is  9  350,000.  the  purpose  of  necessary  attendance^ 

River. — An  act  was  passed,  ap-  and  with  the  intention  of  again  carry- 

prophating  the  sum  of  $20,000,  for  ing  them  out  of  the  state;  nor  shall 

the  purpose  of  removing  the  ob-  the  provision  extend  to  the  importa- 

structions  to  navigation  at  the  falls  tion  of  slaves  by  residents  who  shall 

of  Green  river.  derive  title  to  such  slaves  by  will. 

Savings     Institx7Tion. The  descent,  distribution,  or  marriage,  or 

Louisville  Savings  Institution  was  gift  in  consideration  of  marriage, 

incorporated.  In  every  case  of  conviction,  the  pro- 

Slaves. — Any  court  of  equity  is  secuting  attorney  shall  be  enUtl^  to 

authorized,  upon  the  petition  of  all  a  fee  of  twenty  per  cent,  out  of  the 

the  owners  of  any  slaves  held  by  money  collected,  and  the  balance 

two  or  more,  or  if  any  of  the  owners  shall  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury, 

be  minors,  upon  the  petition  of  their  and  set  apart  as  a  fund,  to  be  under 

guardians,  and  the  adult  owners,  to  the  direction  of  the  governor,  and 

order  a  sale  of  such  slaves;  and  any  such  other  or  others  as  the  legisla- 

one  or  more  of  several  joint  tenants  ture  may  appoint,    for  colonizing 

or  tenants  in  common  of  any  slaves,  free  persons  of  colour  on  the  coast  of 

may  file  his  or  their  bill  in  equity,  Africa.     The  owners  of  any  slaves 

against  the  other  joint  tenants,  <Sec.  who  may  have  hired  them  to  any 

for  partition ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  person  out  of  the  state,  are  autho« 

to  the  court  that   partition  in  kind  rized  to  bring  them  into  the  state,  if 

cannot  be  made,  the  court  is  em-  such  owners  be  citizens  of  this  state, 

powered  to  decree  a  sale.  and  have  in  their  possession  in  thi» 

Every  person  who  shall  import  state  such  slaves  at  the  time  of  the 

bto  this  state  any  slaves,  or  who  hire.     Prosecutions  for  the  violation 

shall  sell  or  buy,  or  contract  for  the  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  to 

sale  or  purchase  for  a  longer  term  be   commenced   within  ^ve   year» 

than  one  year,  of  the  service  of  any  from  the  time  of  the  commission  of 

such  slaves,  knowing  the  same  to  the  oftence,  and  not  after. 

have  been  so  imported,  shall  forfeit        South  Carolina. Resolutions 

the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  for  were   passed,  disapproving  of  the 

each  slave  so  imported,  dec.    This  nullifying  ordiDance  of  the  late  con* 

provision  is  not  to  apply  to  emigrants  vention  of  South  Carolina, 
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FOR  aaYKRNOR. 

Lucas,      -       -       -       71,251 
Lyman,    -       -       -       63,185 

1838.-JaD. 

MiUTiA. — 17  diviflionSy  54  bri- 
gades, 178  regiments,  and  132,161 
officers,  QOQ-commissioned  officers 
and  privates.  The  arras  belonging 
to  the  militia  are  reported  at  14,5V^1 
muskets,  and  18,550  rifles. 

The  state  contains  16,613,899 
acres  taxable  land,  Talued  at 
1^,521,110 ;  town  lots  valued 
with  improvements  at  910,492,302  ; 
213,694  horses,  rated  at  •8,547,760; 
404,717  cattle,  valued  at  83,237,- 
736  ;  merchants'  and  brokers*  capi- 
tal and  money  at  interest,  amount- 
ing to  97,296,122;  pleasure  car- 
riages, valued  at  8148,002.  The 
whole  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  the  state,  is  $74,243,032. 

Tai^s.— 

Town  taxes,      .       .  -  $531,911 

Cosanty  taxes,      -       -  -  250,388 

Btate  and  canal  tax,     -  -  .    379,836 

Salaries  of  clergy,        -  -  193,302 

Expense  of  rosds  and  bridges,  240,000 

tSkipport  of  free  schools,  525,00 

Canals. — ^It  is  announced  in  the 
Chillicothe  Gazette,  of  the  3d  Oct. 
1832,  that  the  Ohio  canal,  extend- 
ing  from  Lake  Brie  to  Portsmouth, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  is  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  lock 
on  th6  Sciota  river,  intended  to  be 
used  only  when  the  Ohio  river  is  at 
its  lowest  stage  of  water. 

On  the  Ohio  canal,  the  toll  on 
the  staple  articles  of  agricultural 
produce,  in  all  distances  beyond  200 
miles,  was  reduced,  in  1633.  from 
5  to  3  mills  per  1,000  lbs.  per  milb. 
The  toll  charged  on  the  staple  arti- 
cles  of  agricultural  produce  from 


Portsmouth  to  Cleaveland  is  15 
cents  8  mills  per  1,000.  Under  tfa« 
present  rates  of  toll,  flour  may  be 
transported  from  Cleaveland  to  New. 
York  for  81  per  barrel,  covering 
all  expenses. 

During  the  year  ending  Dec  31,  1833. 

the  gross  amount  eoilected  for  toUs  and 

water  rents  was. 
On  the  Ohio  canal,  $82,867  40 

On  the  Miami  canal,  40,926  81 

Making  a  gross  sum  col- 
lected on  both  canals,  of   $123,794  31 

The  total  amount  of  payments  on 
contracts,  and  to  superintendents  of 
repairs,  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
10th  of  November  1833,  is  $5,163,. 
725  24. 

The  aggregate  length  of  the  ca- 
nals is  400  miles,  comprising  184 
lifl  locks,  overcoming  a  total  amount 
of  ascent  and  descent  of  1,547  feet ; 
9  guard  locks  ;  22  aqueducts,  24:2 
culverts,  182  of  stone,  and  60  of 
wood ;  9  dams  for  crossing  streams, 
and  12  feeder  dams.  Both  canals 
have  a  minimum  breadth  of  40  feet 
at  the.  water  line,  26  feet  at  bottom, 
and  4  feet  deep.  The  locks  are  of 
stone,  15  feet  broad,  90  feet  in 
length  between  the  gates,  admitting 
boats  78  by  14  feet  10  inches. 

1833.— Freshet. The    Ohio 

Toae  forty 'three  feet  above  low  wa- 
ter  mark  at  Cincinnati,  about  the 
20th  of  May,  and  much  damage  was 
done  to  fences,  and*  the  crops  on  the 
bottom  lands. 

Legislatiox. — The  general  as- 
sembly  of  Ohio  met  at  Columbus, 
on  Monday,  the  3d  of  December, 
1832*  The  message  of  governor 
Mc  Arthur  was  received  on  the  same 
day. 

The  aggregate  amount  paid  inte 
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the   trauuiT  fer  cansl    sad  ftate  three  acU  oTk  general  natun  wen 

porpoaM    during    1832,    added    to  paaaed. 

the  balluiM   remaining  at  the  lut        Piuon  Bouirse. — The  liraiu  of 

leport,    i*    •37i;293.     The    total  the    prioon  bounds  of  the  aererkl 

unouDt  oTdtabunenienta  during  the  counties  in  the  Mate,   are  hereafter 

aaoM  period  for  the  same  purpoeea  to  be  coextensive  with  the  limits  of 

is  9340^2T  &5 ;  leaving  a  balance  the  counties  respectively, 
in    the  treaMry  of   920,784  04.        Divobcbs. — So  much  of  the  third 

TbeeMimatedomount  of  t&zea  levied  section  of  the  act  concerain^  divorce 

IbrtbeaanM  purpoaes  during  that  and  alimony,  passed  Jan.  T,  tB24, 

time  WH  9250,000.     The   tuoount  as  authorizes  the  supreme  court  to 

(tf  foreign  canal  debt  is  94,400,000,  decree  a  divorce  from  bed  and  board 

and  the  interest  payable  annitally  only,  inMead  of  a  dissolutioa  of  the 

to  foreigD  stockholders  is  9260,000.  marriage  contract,  is  repealed. 
The    amount   borrowed   from  the        Justices  of  thb  Pracb. — In  all 

School  fund  in  aid  of  the  canal  funds,  actions  instituted  before  a  justice  of 

is  9184,847  ;  and  the  interest  cm  the  peace  founded  up(xi  any  instrU' 

that    sum    about    926,000.      The  ntent  in  writing,  for, the  payment  of 

whole    canal  debt  of  the  state   is  asumof  money  certain,  if  the  whole 

tbereJbre    94,834,847;      and     the  amount  of  money  therein  proQiised 

whole  amount  of  interest  (payable  is  due,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

on    the    1st    of    January,    1833)  plaintiff,  to  file  the  bond,  &c.  with 

9386,000.  such  justice  ;  and  if  upon  the  trial. 

The  sales  of  land  granted  to  the  judgment  shall  he  entered  thereon 

state  by  congress  for  canal  purposes,  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  sucb  bonil, 

amounted,  during  the  past  year,  to  &c.  shall  be  retained  by  the  justice, 

958,103  78.  who  shall  endorse  thereon  the  sum 

Tb.toII.»emv«l<H>tb«Miu»ie»„d  f"  *^^^   *>"  ■*«■'   *•"«   f°^^'^^ 

w«re  34,S56  GG  i'^^B^"^  ""*  "*•«»  wb«:nbe   his 

OnUMOfaioeanU  76,408  93  ""^^  thereto;  and  upon  payment 

or  tender  of  the   amount  of  such 

111,430  79  judgment,  together  with  the   costs 

IMiict  oipsniss  7,118  36  accruing   thereon,  or  securing  the 

MM  bslsaM  1^,^^^3  P"?:T'  li  »''«  -"^^  ^7  P""'"e  in 

bail    far  the   stay  of  execution,  it 

which  ia  applicable  to  the  payment  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  plaintiff 

of  interest  on  the  canal  debt.  to  institute  any  other  suit  upon  said 

The  Deaf  and  Dumb    Asylum  is  bond,  &c.  for  the  recovery  of  any 

in  prosperous  operation.     Thenum-  further  sum,  the  payment  of  which 

ber  of  pupils  now  in  this  institution,  is  secured   by  the  sanw  boad,  &e. 

is  31,  of  whom   17   are  supported  But  when  an  appeal  shall  bo  taken 

entirely  by  the  state,  and  one  in  from  the  judgment  of  such  justice, 

part.     The  whole  expenses  for  the  he  is  required  to  deliver  any  bond, 

three  quarters   of   a   year  ending  &o.  produced  before  him  tm   trial, 

July  Jlst,   183S,were  but  93,409  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  common 

1^-  nk'os  Co  which  such  cause  sbal  I  have 

At  the  first  session  of  the  thirty,  boon  appealed  ;  nothing  herein  con- 
Ant  general  assembly  of  Ohio,  be.  (ained  shall  be  construed  to  affect 
put  on  Deeember  S,  1882,  thirty,  the  right  which  any  creditor  may 
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now  have  to  demand  from  any  jus-  rent  the  same  to  the  best  advantage» 

tice  of  the  peace  any  joint  and  ae-  and  collect  the  rents  and  pay  them 

▼oral  obligation^  for  the  purpose  of  over  to  the  treasurer  of  state;  and 

prosecuting  any  party  to  said  obli*  the  person  so  appointed  is  required 

gationt  other  than  the  party  against  to  give  bonds,  d&c. 

whose  judgment  may   have  been  Deeds,  &c.«^So  much  of  the  first 

rendered.  section  of  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

PaosECurmoATTOiNETS. — ^There  proof,    acknowledgment,    &c.     of 

shall  be  elected  in  each  organized  deeds,  ^c,  as  requires  the  person 

county  of  the  state,  biennially,  one  taking  such  acknowledgment,  to  cer- 

prosecuting  attorney,  who  shall  hold  tify  that  he  is  satisfied  from  personal 

his  office  for  two  years,  and  until  knowledge,  or  from  the  testimony  of 

his  successor  shall  be  qualified.   He  some  witness,  that  the  person  or 

is  required  to  prosecute  for  and  in  persons  making  such  acknowledg- 

behalf  of  the  state  all  complaints,  ment  is  or  are  the  person  or  persons 

suits  and  controversies  in  which  the  they  represent  themselves  to  be»  is 

state  shall  be  a  party,  within  the  repealed ;  and  all  deeds,  mortgages, 

county.    No  person  shall  be  eligible  &c.  by  which  any  lands,  6ie.  have 

to  this  office,  who  is  not  an  attorney  heretofore  been  conveyed  or  eocum- 

and  counsellor  at  law,  duly  licensed  bered  in  law,  and  the  acknowledge 

to  practise  in  this  state.    No  such  ment  whereof  does  not  contain  the 

prosecuting   attorney    shall   be    a  certificate  mentioned    in    this  act, 

member  of  the  general  assembly ;  shall  nevertheless  be  as  good  and 

and  no  county  treasurer,  county  re-  vahd,  both  in  law  and  equity,  as  if 

corder,   county   auditor,    or    post-  the  same  had  been  therein  cootain- 

master,   shall    be    eligible  to   the  ed.    Where  any  deed,  dz;c.  for  the 

office.  conveyance  of  land,  shall  have  here- 

Tayebhs. — When    any    person  tofoje  been  executed,  and  the  officer 

shall  make  application  in  writing  for  taking  the    acknowledgment  shall 

a  license  to  keep  a  tavern  without  not  have  affixed  his  seal  to  the  ac- 

zetailing  ardent  spirits,  the  court,  if  knowledgment,  such    acknowledg- 

they  are  satisfied  that  a  tavern  is  ment  shall  nevertheless  be  valid, 

needed,  and  that  such  applicant  is  a  Deaf  and  Dumb  Astlvm. — The 

suitable  person  to  keep  a  tavern,  and  trustees  of  this  asylum  are  required 

is  provided  with  suitable  accommo-  to  admit  into  the  asylum  three  indi- 

dations  for  that  purpose,  may  grant  gent  pupils,  to  be  selected  firom  each 

a  license  to  him,  which  shall  con-  judicial  circuit  in  this  state :  the  term 

(inue  for  the  term  of  one  year ;  the  of  tuition  of  the  pupils  supported  by 

court  granting  the  license  are  to  fix  the  state,  may  be  extended  by  tl» 

the  price  thereof,  which  shall  not  be  trustees,  if  they  shall  deem  it  expe- 

less  than  9%  nor  more  than  $20,  dieot,  to  four  years, 

per  annum.  Schools. — An  act  was  passed  for 

Escheated  Lands. — ^Where  any  the  regulation  of  common  schools, 

person  or  persons  die,  having  right  the  apportiopment   of  the    school 

or  title  to  any  real  estate,  and  the  money,  d^. 

same  shall  escheat  to  the  state,  the  Mills,  &c.-»No  person  possess 

court  of  common    pleas   for   the  ed  of  the  right  to  any  water  privi- 

eounty  shall  appoint  some  person  lege,  shall  be  required  t(%  erect  a 

to  take  charge  thereof,  and  lease  or  bridge  over  any  mill-race  or  water- 
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ooufSBt  ezcarated  or  oomtructed  by 
■oeh  penon  acroM  any  public  road 
Or  highway  for  hydraulic  purpocses ; 
Dor  shall  any  persoo  be  required  to 
keep  in  repair  any  bridge  that  has 
beeut  or  that  may  hereafter  be  erect- 
ed oyer  any  mill-race  or  water- 
ooane  ao,  as  aforesaid,  excavated 
or  constructed ;  prorided  that  when 
any  public  road  or  highway  shall 
hereafier  be  laid  out,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  person  possessed  of  such 
rightf  within  one  year  thereafter,  to 
file  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
proper  county,  a  declaration  in  wri- 
ting of  such  right,  describing  the 
same,  setting  forth  therein  the  place 
at  which  (as  near  as  practicable)  he 
intends  at  some  future  day  to  exca- 
vate and  construct  a  mill-race  or 
water-course,  as  aforesaid,  across 
said  road  or  highway,  which  decla- 
ration,  shall  be  recorded  by  said 
auditor,  and  thereafter  such  right 
shall  be  considered  valid  in  law  for 
the  benefit  of  such  person,  his  heirs 
and  assigns;  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
any  person  possessed  of  such  right, 
from  constructing  a  mill-race  or  wa- 
ter course  across  any  public  road  or 
hiffhwaythat  has  been  laid  out  here- 
tofore, on  giving  the  notice  required 
bj  the  second  section  of  this  act. 

When  any  person  shall,  for  the 
purposes  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  excavate  or  construct  any  mill- 
race  or  water-course  across  any 
fmblic  road  or  highway,  he  is  re- 
'^uired  to  give  notice  in  writing  to 
the  trustees  of  the  proper  township, 
a(t  least  thirty  days  previously,  and  < 
in  ease  of  failure  to  do  so,  the  super. 
ymoT  of  the  proper  district  is  re- 
quired, if  in  his  opinion  the  public 
good  demands  it,  to  fill  up  such  mill- 
moe  or  water-oourse,  at  the  expense 


of  the  persoD  so  mgwcting  to  gfvv 
notice ;  and  the  expense  is  to  be  r»- 
covered  by  the  supervisor,  together 
with  fifty  per  cent,  thereoot  and 
costs  of  suit,  ibr  the  use  of  such  load 
district,  in  any  action  before  anjT 
court  of  competent  jurisdictioo. 

AotlCULTURAL  SociRixs.— An 
act  was  passed  to  encourage  the  es- 
tablishment of  agricultural  societies 
in  the  several  counties  of  the  state* 
The  county  commissionerB,  in  June* 
1833,  and  annually  afterwarda  if 
they  deem  it  necessary,  are  to  give 
notice  that  a  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  court-house  of  the  county,  oo 
the  last  Friday  of  June^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  a  county  agricuL 
tural  society.  If  there  shall  assem- 
ble any  number  of  persons  exceed- 
ing twenty>  they  may  proceed  to  or- 
ganize the  society,  by  choosing  a 
president,  directors,  d^c,  who  dall 
hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and 
until  their  successors  are  elected. 
Annual  meetings  are  to  be  held  for 
the  choice  of  officers,  and  transao- 
don  of  other  business*  No  member 
of  any  such  society  shall  be  liable  to 
pay«  fi>r  the  benefit  of  the  society,  a 
greater  sum  than  85  in  any  one 
year ;  and  all  moneys  paid  by  the 
members,  and  donations  from  other 
persons,  are  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture, 
horticulture,  domestic  manufactures, 
&c.  The  county  oommissioneis  of 
any  county  are  authorized,  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  to  appropriate  out 
of  the  county  funds,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  society,  a  sum  not  exoeeding 
850  in  any  one  year ;  and  the  direc- 
tors of  each  society  are  annually  to 
transmit  to  the  legislature  a  rspprt 
of  the  state  of  tl^e  society,  its  eofect 
on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
county,  &c 
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Taxes. 

TownUzes, 861,599 

County,  incladijig  support  of 

407  poor,  ' 79,138 

Suteto, 164,750 

Salaries  of  olergy,     ....  113,726 
EzpoDse  of  roads  and  bridges,      56,874 

Legislation. — At  the  seveD- 
leeDth  session  of  the  legislature  of 
Indiana,  commenced  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December,  1832,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  three  acts,  and 
twenty  five  joint  resolutions  were 
passed. 

Appeofriatioics. — By  the  act 
making  general  appropriations  for 
the  year  1833,  the  sum  of  821,000 
is  appropriated  for  the  expenses  of 
the  general  assembly ;  for  the  exe- 
cutive department,  82,600 ;  for  the 
judiciary  department,  87,900;  for 
probate  judges,  82,500;  for  other 
expenses,  85,950. 

AsTLUM. — An  act  was  passed  to 
incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Orphan  Asylum. 

Bridges. — By  this  act  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  bridge  across  the 
great  St.  Joseph  River,  at  or  near 
south  bend. 

CANAL.-^The  canal  commission- 
ers are  directed  to  put  under  con- 
tract  the  middle  division  of  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal,  at  such  times 
previous  to  June  1,  1833,.  as  they 
may  deem  most  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  the  state. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed  in 
relation  to  the  same  canal.  ^The 
preamble  states,  that  whereas  the 
course  pursued  by  our  sister  state, 
Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  extension  of 
this  canal  through  her  boundaries, 
seems  to  afibrd  no  certainty  of  her 
action,  and  tends  to  create  doubts  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  our  citizens  of 


the  proper  course  of  action  this  state 
should  adopt  to  perfect  this  import- 
ant work ;  therefore  it  was  resolved 
that  the  governor  be  requested  tp 
communicate  by  mail,  with  the  gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the 
contemplated  extension  of  the  canal 
through  that  state,  so  as  to  procure 
from  him  a  special  message  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  to  the  general  assembly 
of  that  state  now  in  session  at  Co<< 
lumbus,  and  ask  for  immediate  at« 
tention  to  the  subject,  in  order  to 
afford  to  this  state  soma  certainty  of 
her  views,  upon  which  it  may  safe« 
ly  shape  its  ultimate  course  of  pro* 
ceeding. 

Colleges. — ^By  this  act  the  name 
of  Hanover  Academy  was  changed 
to  that  of  Hanover  College ;  and  the 
faculty  of  the  college  were  autho- 
rized to  confer  degrees ;  the  students 
who  may  be  of  sufficient  bodily 
ability,  durmg  the  time  they  con- 
tinue such,  are  to  be  instructed  in 
some  species  of  agricultural  or  me- 
chanical labour,  in  addition  to  the 
scientific  and  literary  branches  there 
taught ;  and  the  trustees  are  requir- 
ed annually  to  report  to  the  legisla- 
ture, the  plan,  progress  and  efiects 
of  such  agricultural  and  mechanical 
exercise  and  instruction,  upon  the 
health,  studies  and  improvement  of 
the  students. 

The  Christian  College  vras  incor- 
porated,  to  be  established  at  New 
Albany,  in  Floyd  county,  with  pow« 
er  to  confer  degrees ;  by  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  institution  it  iff 
provided  that  no  religious  doctrine 
or  tenets  peculiar  to  any  sect  of  pro* 
fessing  Christians,  shall  ever  be 
taught  the  students  of  said  institu-^ 
tk)n,  as  such,  either  directly  or  indi-r 
rectly,  by  any  of  the  proiessorsy  in- 
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^ructon,  tutors,  or  members  of  the 
corporation,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  connected  therewith,  under 
the  penalty  of  immediate  ezpul- 
sion» 

Distribution. — The  widow  of 
any  person  dying  testate  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  portion  of  the 
real  and  personal  estate  of  her  de- 
ceased husband,  as  is,  by  the  act  of 
January  29,  1831,  secured  to  the 
widows  of  intestates,  except  when 
such  widow  shall  have  accepted  of  a 
devise  or  legacy,  made  to  her  by  the 
will  of  her  deceased  husband,  in  sa- 
tisfaction of  such  portion. 

Divorces. — Each   circuit  court, 
as  a  court  of  chancery,  shall  have 
jurisdiction  of  any  libel  or  petition 
praying  for  divorce.     The  defend- 
i^it  may,  by  general  denial,  without 
oath  or  affirmation,  controvert  the  al- 
leged cause  or  causes  of  divorce,  and 
may  also  allege  any  cause  or  causes 
of  divorce  to  apply  to  such  complain- 
ant ;  but  on  the  .setting  down  such 
cause  for  hearing  or  trial,  no  want 
of  such  denial  or  absence  of  such 
defendant  shall  dispense  with  the 
proof  by  such  complainant,  of  such 
cause  or  causes  alleged  for  such  di- 
vorce  ;  nor  shall  any  want  of  denial 
of  the  complainant,  of  any  cause  or 
causes  of  divorce  so   alleged^   as 
aforesaid,  against  said  complainant, 
dispense  with    the   proof  of  such 
cause  or  causes,  by  the  said  defend- 
ant.    In   every  such    cause   wit- 
nesses may  be  examined  viva  voce ; 
and  depositions    and    every  other 
kind  of  evidence  shall  be  admitted 
in  such  cause,  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, as  in  civil  causes  other  than 
suits  in  chancery  in  circuit  courts. 
The  circuit  courts  are  vested  with 
power  to  determine  petitions  for  di- 
vorces  in  •  any  county  where  the 
complainant    may  reside,    without 
regard    to    the    place    where   the 


causes    assigned    for   divorce    oe« 
curred. 

Execution. — Whenever  any  pro- 
perty shall  be  sold  by  virtue  of  ao 
execution,  and  the  purchaser  shall 
neglect  to  pay  the  purchase  iBOoey, 
he  shall  be  liable,  on  nx)tioD,  thre* 
days  notice  of  such  motion  having 
been  given,  to  a  judgment  for  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
ten  per  cent,  thei^n,  together  wit% 
the  costs  of  ^uch  motion  ;  and  no 
stay  of  execution  shall  be  allowed  on 
any  such  judgment;  but  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the 
officer  making  such  sale  from  re- 
exposing  the  same  property  to  sale ; 
and  if  the  amount  of  such  second 
sale  shall  not  be  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  first  sale  and  the  costs  of  the 
second  sale,  the  first  purchaser  shall 
be  required  to  pay  the  deficiency, 
and  be  liable  to  a  motion  and  judg- 
ment therefor  as  aforesaid. 

Horse-racing,  &c. — Every  per- 
son  found  horse-racing,  or  shooting 
at  a  mark,  along  or  across  any  pub- 
lic highway,  bhall,  upon  cOnvictioa 
thereof*  before  any  justice  of  tho 
peace,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $3. 

Horse  Thieves.— Whenever  any 
horse  thief  may  be  convicted  of 
stealing  any  horse  or  mule,  the 
county  commissioners  of  the  county 
where  such  theA  may  have  been 
committed,  are  authorized  to  allow 
the  person  apprehending  such  felon, 
any  sum  out  of  the  county  treasury 
not  exceeding  $40. 

Interest,  rate  o>.— The  rate  of 
interest  is  fixed  at  six  per  cent.,  un- 
less a  stipulation  to  pay  a  higher 
rate  be  made  in  writing,  and  signed 
by  the  party  to  be  char^  ;  but  in 
no  case  shall  the  interest  exceed  the 
rate  of  ten  per  cent.  If  any  person 
receive  a  greater  rate  of  interest 
than  ten  per  cent.,  he  shall,  on  con- 
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victioD  by  preaentment  or  indictment,  who  may  have  the  legal  charge  of 

pay  a  fine  to  the  state,  in  double  the  the  seminary  fund  of  such  county, 

amount  of  the  excess  of  interest  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  fund, 

above  ten  per  cent,  so  received.  or  to  the  school  commissioner  of 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — In  any  such  county,  at  the  optioovof  the 
civil  cause  to  be  tried  before  a  jus-  person  paying  the  same ;  and  every 
tice  of  the  peace,  where  the  sum  person  conscientiously  scrupulous, 
does  not  exceed  $20,  at  the  request  may  avail  himself  of  the  rights  and 
of  either  party,  the  justice  shall  di-  privileges  secured  by  this  act  to  per- 
fect the  constable  to  summon  and  sons  subject  to  perform  militia  duty, 
cause  to  come  before  him  six  citi-  on  making  the  payment  above  men- 
zens  of  the  proper  county,  having  tioned,  to  the  officer  of  his  county 
the  qualifications  of  jurors,  who  having  charge  of  the  seminary  fund 
shall  be  empannelled  to  try  such  of  such  county, 
cause.  Justices  of  the  peace  are  to  Notaries  Public. — Every  notary 
have  the  same  jurisdiction,  in  all  public  in  this  state  shall  be  autho- 
cases  where  executors,  administra-  rized  to  take  and  certify  all  affida- 
tors  or  guardians  are  plaiutifis,  that  vits  and  depositions,  all  proofs  of 
they  might  of  right  exercise  if  such  deeds,  6lc.  and  all  other  instruments 
executors,  &c.  were  suing  in  their  in  writing  authorized  to  be  taken 
own  right ;  but  where  any  defendant  and  certified  by  justices  of  the 
shall  plead  any  matter  of  paymentf  peace ;  and  his  certificate  and  attes- 
8et-o£^  or  other  special  matter,  in  tation,  with  his  official  seal,  shall  be 
bar  to  9uch  executor's,  dec.  cause  of  taken  and  received  in  all  cases,  to 
action,  the  plaintiff  may,  afler  such  be  of  equal  verity  and  validity  with 
plea  shall  have  been  filed,  require  the  certificate,  attestation  and  seal  of 
the  justice  to  certify  all  the  proceed-  a  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, 
ings  to  the  proper  probate  court ;  Practice  in  Sutts  at  Law. — An 
and  on  filing  an  affidavit  for  that  act  was  passed  regulating  the  prac- 
purpose,  may  require  the  defendant  tice  of  the  law  in  the  courts  of  the 
to  enter  into  special  bail  to  appear  state,  &c. 

befi>re  the  probate  court,  to  answer        Rivees. — ^A  memorial  and  joint 

to  the  suit.  resolutions  were  passed,  soliciting 

LiBEABY.— By  a  joint  resolution,  congress  to  appropriate  land  or  mo. 

the  secretary  of  state  was  instructed  ney  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense 

not  )o  make  any  expenditures  of  the  of  removing  the  various  obstructions 

library  fund  in  the  purchase  of  no-  to  a  safe  steam-boat  navigation  in 

vels  or  romances.  the  Wabash  and  White  rivers ;  and 

Militia. — Any  person  subject  to  whilst  dilating  on  the  acknowledged 
perform  militia  duty,  commissioned  advantages  of  improving  the  navi- 
officers  excepted,  shall  be  annually  gation  of  those  rivers,  the  memorial- 
exempted  from  the  fines  which  may  ists  beg  leave  further  to  represent 
be  imposed  on  him  by  law  for  each  the  importance  of  improving  the  na* 
annual  fidlure  to  perform  such  duty,  vigation  of  the  St.  Joseph  of  Lake 
except  in  case  of  war,  invasion,  in-  Michigan,  a  beautiful  river  which 
•urrectk>n,  dr  in  aid  of  the  civil  runs  through  a  part  oftheierritory 
authorities,  who  shall  pay  for  each  of  Michigan  and  Indiana, 
such  aimiuj  failure,  the  sum  of  one  Roaos. — This  memorial  repre- 
doUar  to  the  officer  of  his  county,  sents  to  cengress,  that  the  memo- 
41 
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rialists  deem  an  additional  appropri-  deslitute  of  sny  sixteetith  aactian  or 
ation  of  8150,000,  for  the  construe-  fractional  part  tberoo^  roaerred  fin- 
lion  of  the  national  rood  through  the  purpose  rf  conunon  achoolfl,  to 
Indiana,  during  the  session  of  con.  be  local<-<l  or  entered  in  (my  of  the 
trress,  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  unsold  public  lands  of  ttw«  slate, 
the  Stat'.'.  in  such  iiiaoner  m  the  legialaturQ 

By  'inotlior  memorial  and  resolu.  thereof  [jiny  direct. 

lion,  the  legislature  solicits  of  iho  Seminasibs. — Two  county  aenii- 

Uniled  Slates  an  ample  oppropria-  naries    wore   incorporated.       The 

tion  of  public  lands  or  money,  to  im.  Western  LTniwi  Setnioary  wm  alio 

prove  the  great  western  thorough-  iocor[)orniL'd.      The   act  dedareOt 

lore   and    mail  route   through  the  that  wliL-n^as  the  object  of  the  anb- 

Btate,  leading  from  Louisville,  Ken-  scribcr^    lo    the    abore  institution 

tucky.  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  is  to  i.':ilallisti  a  seminary  of  educa^ 

Two  turnpike    road    companies  tion  Cm-  \ '  ulh,  purely  scientific,  and 

were    incorporated.       Acts     were  enlir^lv    ■  i^e  from  sectarian  inflo- 

passed  providing  for  the  establish-  ence,  n"  n.iigious  ci«ed,  catechjafti, 

ment  of  My.two  state  roads.     An  dogmn.-.,  ..■■  rxinfession  of  faith,  shall 

act  was  also  passed,  appropriating  ever  hi.'  laugbt  in  said  seminary. 

8500  out  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund,  Tho  lullowing  resolutions  were 

to  each  county  in  the  state,  for  tlio  also  pas.-^' il  OD  the  9th  of  January, 

purpose  of  opening  and  improving  183!),  on  thesubjectofnulUficotion  : 

state   roads,    constructing    bridges,  Eesolvcd,  That  we   deeply  do- 

&c.  plore  thi.'     political    bereaies,  and 

Schools. — An    act  was    passed,  threati'ii'.d  disorganization  lecaitly 

consisting  of  two  hundred  and  five  pronmi^^aieJ  by  a  portion  of  our 

sections,    incorporating    each    con-  brethem  ul' South  Carolina. 

gressional  township  in  the  state,  and  That  no  cordially  concur  in  the 

providing  for  public  schools  therein,  persuasjv  appeals  of  our  venerable 

A  memorial  was  also  addressed  chief  ma<;iairat6,  to  the  people  (rf 

to  congress,  on  the  subject  of  such  South  Carolina,  to    pause  ere  it  bo 

sixteenth  sections  (reserved  in  such  too  late   to  save  themselves  from 

congressional  township  for  the  pur-  ruin. 

pose  of  establishing  common  schools)  That  the  sentiment,  "our  union 
as  may  bo  unproductive;  in  which  must  he  |>reserved, "  meets  with  a 
the  legislature,  on  behalf  of  the  citi-  hearty  i-  ^-poose  from  the  people  of 
zensoftownships  in  which  such  un-  Indiana,  bound  as  they  are  by  uU^r- 
productive  reservations  may  be  situ,  est  ami  honour,  to  that  confederacy 
aled,  ask,  that  congress  will  provide  into  whicli  they  voluDtanly  entereda 
by  law,  for  a  grant  to  them  of  a  and  Irom  wbicb  they  will  dstot 
section  of  good  land,  in  lieu  of  such  willingly  l>e  severed. 
unproductive  sixteenth  sections,  or  That  wo  regard  the  present  junc- 
land  scrip  to  the  amount  thereat,  at  turcof  our  national  afiairs,  as  mv(A. 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  twenty. five  vitig  the  preservation  of  our  liber- 
cents  per  acre,  at  the  option  of  the  tics,  ami  as  scarcely  inferior  in  im- 
inhabitanlsofsuch  townships;  and  a  portance  to  that  to  which  they 
similar  grant  or  privilege  to  the  in.  were  achieved, 
habitants  of  any  township  or  frac-  That  as  regards  the  important 
tionai  part  thereof,  which    is  now  question, allminordifiisrencesshould 
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be  f<?rgotten ;  that  devotion  to  party 
should  be  lost  in  devotion  to  country, 
and  that  the  great  contest  among 
Americans,  should  be  as  to  the 
means  best  calculated  to  prevent  the 
temple  of  our  union  from  crumbling 
into  ruins. 

That  the  constitutional  doctrines 
advanced,  and  views  of  policy  em- 
braced in  the  president's  proclama* 
tion  on  the    present  difficulties  in 


South  Carolina ;  the  patriotic  spirit 
pervading  that  able  document,  and 
the  prompt  and  decisive  manner  in 
which  he  has  rebuked  the  perni- 
cious doctrines  and  unjustifiable 
course,  recently  adopted  by  a  por- 
tion of  that  state,  conmiand  our  en. 
tire  approbation,  and  have  crowned 
with  new  laurels  the  defender  of  his 
country. 


ILLINOIS. 


Elections — 1882. 

CongressionaL 

Ist  District    Slade  2467    elected 

Edwards  2078 

Breeze  1771 

Dunn  1020 

Webb  557 


Sd 


Casey       3208    elected 
Archer      2168 
Kitcbell    1593 


3d 


Dancan     8093    elected 
Pagh         2318 

1832-d. — The  legislature  passed 
a  resolution  approving  the  senti. 
ments  expressed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  the 
future  disposition  of  the  public  lands ; 
and  soliciting  such  a  reduction  of  the 
price  of  public  lands  to  actual  settlers, 
as  will  meet  the  views  of  the  presi. 
dent. 

It  also  passed  resolutions,  declaring 
that  whereas  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  proclamation  of 
the  lOth  instant,  has  exhibited  a  just 
view  of  the  origin  of  our  free  consti- 
tution, and  of  the  powers  confided 
by  that  sacred  instrument,  to  the 
states  and  the  general  government : 
And  wherttUf  by  the  said  proclama- 
tion, the  assumed  power  of  a  state 
to  annul  a  law  of  congress  is  con. 
clusively  shown  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  Union,, 
contradicted  es^pressly  by  the  letter 


of  the  constitution,  unauthorized  by 
its  spirit,  inconsistent  with  every 
principle  on  which  it  was  founded, 
and  destructive  of  the  great  object 
for  which  it  was  formed:  And 
tohereas,  the  particular  application 
of  this  assumed  power  to  the  alleged 
grievances  of  South  Carolina,  is 
most  ably  and  unanswerably  re- 
futed, and  the  dangerous  and  trea- 
sonable doctrine  of  the  right  of 
secession  combated  by  the  clearest 
reasoning,  is  denounced  in  a  spirit  of 
devoted  attachment  to  the  Union  : 
And  whereas,  also,  the  executive 
has  expressed  a  confident  reliance 
on  the  undivided  support  of  the  na- 
tion, in  his  determination  to  execute 
the  laws,  to  preserve  the  Union  by 
all  constitutional  means,  and  to  ar- 
rest, if  possible,  by  moderate  but 
firm  measures,  the  necessity  of  a 
recourse  to  force : 

Therefore  resolved,  hy  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  represented  in 
the  general  assembly.  That  we  high- 
ly approve  the  sentiments  contained 
in  the  said  proclamation,  and  the 
avowed  purpose  of  repelling  the 
unconstitutional  and  dangerous  de- 
signs announced  in  the  disorganizing 
edict  of  the  South  Carolina  conven- 
tion. 

Resohed,  That  whilst  we  admire 
the  firmness  that  wx>uld  resist  the 
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mad  project  ofdiauLiIoa,  we  cordially  the  anti-republican  doctriiM  of  nuIU- 

Approve   tlie    spirit  of  moderation  fication  be  permsled  in,  and  treasoD 

which   deprecntus  any  oBensiveact  rear    its    polluted  form  within  the 

on  the  pan  ofibc  IJiated  Stales.  bosom  of  our  prosperous,  patriolict 

ilftjo/ced,  Tli^iiilisanionbyarmed  and  peaceful  republic;  we  do  hero- 

force  is  Ireaaon,  luA  should  be  treat-  by  induct  our  senators  in  congress^ 

ed    as    such    by    the     constituted  and  request  our  repreaentatirea,  to 

authorities  of  the  iiaiion.  unite  in  the  most  speedy  and  vigor- 

Reiolved,   Thui    vrhilat    we    de.  ous  measures  on  the    part  of   the 

plore  the  spirit  ol'  disaffection  maol-  gewral  government  for  the  preaer. 

tested  by  our  SouLli  Carolina  breth-  valion  ol'  the   peace,  integrity,  and 

ren,and  should  hail  with  un  mingled  honour,  of  the  Union;  and  we  here- 

satisfaction  their  return  to  the  first  by  solemnly  pledge  the  faith  of  our 

great  principles  of  our  Union,  we  state  in  support  of  the   admioiatia- 

hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citi.  tion  of  the  laws  and  coostiluticui  of 

zenof  the  United  States,  withoutdis.  our  beloved  country. 
tinction  of  accl  or  party,  to  rally  to         Retolved,  That  a  copy  oi  the 

the  support  of  tlic  great  charter  of  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted 

American  freeJoin.  to  the  president  of  the  United  States^ 

Resoked,  Thni,  should  the  pacific  to  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 

invilation   and    sulimn   wambg  of  ments  at  Washington,  and  to   our 

our  illustrious  prcz^^dent  fail  to  recall  senators  and  representatives  in  coa- 

the  disafieclcd  to  their  duty ;  should  gress. 

MISSOURI. 

PoPDLATioN. — According   lo    a  Jefferson,  November  19,  1632,  96 

census  takciiunderalawofthestate  public  and    37  private   acts  were 

in  1833,  tlio  population  appears  as  passed. 

follows:  Amendments    were  proposed   to 

While  miilea  .    76,000  the  constitution  for   the    purpose  of 

— females       -       -       -    CT,373  changing  the  tenureofjudicialoffice, 

Fn^peraona  of  colour-        -         Ml  ""^  ^°  '"^^^  ">«  threejudgcs  of  the 

supreme  couit  elected  by  the  legis.     - 

176,336  lature  for  six  years,— one  judge  to 

The  United  Stales  census  in  1830  vacate  his  office  every  second  year. 

showed     an     aggregate    of     only         The  circuit  judges  and  clerks  of 

140,455.  courts    are    to    be    elected  by  the 

The  whole  amount  of  the  revenue  people,  also  for  six  years, 
of  the  stale,  arisinff  from  taxes  and         Also,  an  amendment  proposing  to 

licenses,  &c.    was  $62,812  86  ;  of  extend   the   boundary  of  the  state 

which      the     city    and    county  of  with  the  consent  of  congress,  so  as 

St.  Louis  paid  8lie,507  90.  to  include  all  north  of  the  Missouri, 

Tnwn  wiiea        -        .        :        .    30^38]  and  west  as    far   as    congress  shall 

Couniy  do.  includine  ai^ppon  of  Consent ;  also  all  the  lands  Ivini    ' 

5(  nauDcrs       -         -        -         .     M  Ml  il CI.  -r  .l  _  >•-.    ■     -      -     ■' .  ' 


the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  and  I 


57  paupers       .         .        .         .     M,561 

Snietax  -        -        .        .    57953  Vi"-  : 

Eipenaesofroads  mill  bridge*    -    29'344  "'*"°^  ^ 

Legislation.— At  the  1st  session  ,,,„         «pbopkution3. 

of  the  legislature,  beg;n,and  held  a.  ulST^'iit.'CS'r" 
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Apportzommbnt.— An   act  ap-  -  divorce ;  and  when  a  person  shall 

portioning  the  members  of  the  le^is-  be  thus  divorced,  it  shall  be  lawful 

lature  among  the  several  counties,  for  the  other  party  to  marry  again 

and  22  senatorial  districts,  sending  after  two  years.     No  divorce  is  to 

24  senators.  be  granted  by  the  legislature,  unless 

Civil  offices. — Clerks  of  courts  two  months  notice  be  given  to  the 

«hall  not  keep  their  offices  out  ofthe  opposite   party,  if  residing  in  the 

county,  and  the  minutes  of  each  day  state ;  and  five  weeks  notice  in  the 

shall  be  read  and   signed  by  the  newspaper,  if  residing  out  of  the 

judge,  at  the  rise  ofthe  court.  state,  and  the  cause  of  divorce  must 

Any    civil    officer    addicted    to  have  taken  place    more   than  two 

drunkenness,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  months  preceding  the  meeting  ofthe 

of  a  misdemeanor,  and    removed  legislature,  and  be  without  relief  in 

from  office.  the  courts. 

CoNYETANCBS. — Married  women  Evidbnce.— rPrinted    copies    of 

within  the   state  are  authorized  to  ordinances,    dec.  of  any    town    in 

convey  the  real  estate  belonging  to  Missouri,  published  under  authority 

them — ^the  husbands  joining  in  the  of  the  town,  or  copies  certified  under 

conveyance,    and     the     wife    ac-  the  hand  and  ^seal  of  the    proper 

knowledging  before  a  proper  officer  officer,  are   made    evidence  in*  the 

that  she  executes  the  deed  volunta-  courts. 

rily.     Similar  provisions  are  made  Mayorsof  cities  are  authorized  to 

for    the    conveyance  of  lands    in  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  &c. 

Missouri,  by  married  women  residing  Interical    Improvxmbnt. — The 

out  of  the  state.     The  deed  is  to  be  3  per  cent  fund  received  from  the 

acknowledged   before    a    court  of  United  States,  was  ordered  to  be 

record.  divided  rateably  among  the  several 

Slaves. — No  keeper  of  a  tavern,  counties  of  the  state,  to  be  applied 

dram   shop,  <Sz;c.   shall  permit  any  under    the    direction  of  the  county 

slave  to  be  at  his  tavern,  &c.  unless  courts    to    making  and    repairing 

expressly  sent  by  his  master,  or  roads   and    bridges,    and    making 

overseer,  under  the  penalty  of  not  canals,  and  the  courts  are  to  report 

less  than  9^,  nor  more  than  $bO.  annually    to    the    legislature    the 

Any  slave  or  person  of  colour  dis.  mode  in  which  it  has  been  expended, 

turbing  any  religious  congregation.  The  courts  however  are  authorized 

may  be  ordered  by  any  sheriff  or  by  a  subsequent  act,  to  loan  the  same 

justice  to  forthwith    disperse  ;  and  on  bond  and  security,  at  10  per  cent, 

upon  refusing,  any   justice  of  the  interest,  and  the  interest  is  to  be  ap- 

peace,   afler  conviction  by   a  jury,  propriated  to  the  same  purpose, 

may  order  him  to  be  whipped  not  Interest. — ^Where    the  interest 

more  than  20  lashes.  named  is  not  greater  than  10  per 

Depositions. — The  official  cha-  cent.,  the  interest  on  judgments  is  to 

Yacter  of  a  magistrate  before  whom  }>e  the  same  as  that  named  in  the 

a  deposition  is  taken  out  of  the  state,  contracts  on  which  they  are  founded, 

is  to  be  proved  by  the  certificate  of  a  Imprisonment. — County    courts 

clerk  of  some  court  of  record  in  the  are  authorized  to  discharge  persons 

state  where  the  magistrate  resides,  imprisoned  for  non-payment  of  fines 

Divorce. — Extreme  cruelty,  or  or  costs;  but  their  property  is  to  be 

conviction  of  ap  infamous  crime,  is  liable  for  payment  ofthe  same, 

declared    to    be   a   good  cause  of  Militia.— The  militia  are  to  be 
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f     I'l  divided  into  ten  daaies,  each  to  per*       Venub. — ^Where  a  circuit  judge 

ll  form  a  tour  of  duty  in  turn.    'When  is  indicted,  the  venue  may  be  cban- 

*  '  bands  of  Indians  are  found  roaming  ged  to  another  county  by  the  public 

or  hunting  within  the  state,  except  attorney  :  also  where  the  judge  is  of 

where  stipulated  by  treaty,  the  go.  kin  to,  or  owner  of  the  person  indict- 

vernor  may  cause  them  to    be  re-  ed,  or  where  the  public  mind  in  the 

moved.  county  is  so  prejudiced,  that  a  fair 

Redemption. — All  land  sold  for  trial  cannot  be  had. 
taxes  of  which  the  state  has  become  Forty-eight  divorces  were  grant- 
purchaser,  may  be  redeemed  before  ed.  Two  colleges,  two  literary  asso- 
January  1,  1835,  upon  payment  of  ciations,  two  steam-mill  companies, 
the  taxes  with  15  per  cent  interest,  and  three  towns  were  incorporated, 
and  all  expenses.  Two  lotteries  were  granted. 

Revision   op  laws. — A    person        Acts  were  passed  organizing  the 

is  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  revise  counties  of  Carroll,  Clinton,  Greene, 

the  statute  laws  passed  since  1825.  Lewis,    Morgan,     Pettis,   Puluski, 

Roads. — The  evidence  necessary  Ripley  and  Warren,  and  several 
to  sustain  an  indictment  against  an  acts  defining  the  boundaries  of  other 
overseer  of  roads,  is  declared  to  be,  1.  counties.  The  governor  was  au- 
evidence  of  his  appointment,  2.  that  thorized  to  pay  off  the  state  debt 
he  was  notified,  3.  the  legal  assign-  A  state  penitentiary  was  ordered  to 
ment  of  hands  to  work  upon  the  be  erected.  Twenty-four  private 
road,  4.  and  that  the  road  under  his  acts  were  passed, 
care,  is  not  kept  in  repair.  Sheriff  Resolutions  were  passed,  approv- 
are  ordered  to  notify  overseers  of  ing  of  the  principles  and  doctrines, 
their  appointment ;  justices  of  the  laid  down  in  the  veto  on  the  bill  re- 
peace  are  to  make  assignment  of  chartering  the  United  States  Bank- 
hands  to  work  upon  the  roads,  and  disapproving  of  Mr.  Clay's  land  bill, 
clerks  to  furnish  to  grand  juries  and  and  '*  instructing  the  senators,  and 
district  attorneys,  the  names  of  the  requesting  the  representatives  of  the 
overseers,  and  a  transcript  of  noti-  state  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
ce9  and  assignment  of  lands,  which  accelerate  the  extinction  of  the  fedc- 
are  made  evidence,  ral  title  to  the   public    domain  in 

Taxes. — The  rate  of  taxes  is  the   western  states,  by  a  general 

£xed  at  12|  cents  on  ((100 ;  a  poll  pre-emption  law,  by  graduating  the 

tax  of  87^  cents  is  laid,  and  all  stock  price  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  by 

in  corporate  bodies,  except  hospitals  granting  donations  to  the  poor  and 

and  literary  institutions,  is  made  tax-  actual  settler,  and  finally  by  ceding 

able.     Improvements    on  land  not  the  lands  to  the  states" — also  asking 

taxable,  are  to  be  also  exempt  from  of  congress  aid  to  remove  the  sand 

taxation.     All    taxes    improperly  bar  in  the  Mississippi,  in  front  of 

paid,  are  to  be  refunded  by  the  coun-  St.  Louis,  and  additional  protection 

'ty  clerk.     12|  cents  on  8100  aro^  against  the  Indians.     Also,  a  resolu- 

imposed  as  a  tax  on   merchandise,  tion    authorizing  the  governor  to 

except  the  produce  of  the  state  re-  appoint  three  persons  to  form  a  sys- 

ceived  for  sale,  and  50  cents  fee  to  tem  of  common  primary  school  xn- 

the  clerk  for  issuing  a  license  to  struction  throughout  the  state, 
each  vender. 
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APPENDIX. 


EXECUTIVE    OFFICERS 


or  THE 

■ 

United  States  of  America* 

Nativiisf.  Salary, 

Andrew  Jackson,  President,                            S.  C.  •25,000 

John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice-President,                    S.  C.  5,000 

Edward  Livingston,  Secretary  of  State,          N.  Y.  6,000 

Lewis  M'Lane,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,    Penn.  6,000 

Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War,                        N.  H.  6,000 

Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,        N.  H.  6,000 

Roger  B.  Taney,  Attorney  General,               Md.  4,000 

William  T.  Barry,  Post-Master  General,         Ken.  6,000 


JUDICIARY. 

Natimty.  Salary*  MatnUy.  Salary, 

John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  Va.  95,000  Smith  Thompson,  N.  Y.  4,500 
William  Johnson,  Asst.  Just.  S.  C.  4,500  John  M'Lean,  Ohio.  4,500 
Gabriel  Duvall,  Md.     4,500     Henry  Baldwin,   Penn.  4,500 

Joseph  Story,  Mass.  4,500     WUliam  I.  Carroll,  Ci'k,  Fees. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORPS. 
To  Great  Britain  axd  Ireland. 

Nativiiym  Salary. 

Aaron  Vail,  Charg6  d'Affiures  N«  Y.  •4,50(> 

Francs. 
William  C.  Rives,  Envoy,  &c.  Va.  9,000 

Nathaniel  Niles,  Secretary,  Vt.  2,000 

A 
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Nativity. 

Pa, 
Va. 


James  Buchanan,  Envoy,  dec. 
John  Randolph  Clay,  Secretary, 

Cornelius  P  Van  Ness,  Envoyt'&.  Vt 

Charles  S.  Walsh,  Secretary,  £*. 

A        ^    ^  _      Netherlands. 

Auguste  Dayezac  Charge  d'Affaires,        La. 

TT    i_  CI  T  Belgium. 

Hugh  S.  Legar6,  Charg6,  <fec.  s.  a 

nu  '^    1      r^        SwEDEif  AND  Norway! 
Christopher  Hughes,  Charg6,  &c.  Md. 

Thomas  L.  L.  Brent,  ChargI^c^      Aid. 
I.  Nelson,  Charg6,  <fec.  ^^'        j^fd. 

David  Porter,  Charge,  &c.   ^^"^'       j^^^ 

Anthony  Butler,  Charge,  dcc.^  ^^^' 

Brazil. 


Ethan  A.  Brown,  Charge,  &c. 

Bi 


Ohio> 


"CI  .     »*  x^UENOS  AyRES 

Francs  Baylies,  Charge,  &c.        ^''  Mass. 
Samuel  Lamed,  Charg^,  &c.  ^^^'         j^,  j^ 
John  Hamm,  Charg6,  dec.         "'         Qhio 


SaUrf. 

9,000 

2,000 

0,000 
2,000 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

9,000 
2,000 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 

4,500 


TWENTY.SECOND  CONGRESS-SECOND  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

Jlf«n«-John  Holmes,  ro«„.,^-    .    „ 

Peleg  Sprague  t-onnec<«w_^amueI  A.  Foote, 

New  Jfampshire-^amuel  BelJ,  F«n««./_H  ^!^*?S  Tomlinaon. 

;»,        ,  Isaac  Hill.  •'«*««^Horat.o  Seymour, 

Jtf««cA««tt,-Na.thaniel  Silsbee,    Afe,,.  K«-*    rr',  ^1"*?f-^ 

Daniel  Wehatar  J(«»»*-.CharJe8  E.  Dudley, 

Bhode  /*i.«A-Nehe.4i  &t,      ^  /«.«.^»f 'I?  ^':«!'''  J'' 

A.her  Robbing  ^  •^<^'«y--M.hlon  D.cke«oo, 

ineo.  Frelioghuysen. 


MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 


PefifM;Sf^ma— George  M.  Dallas, 

William  Wilkina. 
DelatMre — John  M.  Clayton, 
Arnold  Naudain. 
Maryland — Ezekiel  F.  Chamber^ 

Samuel  Smith. 
Virginia — John  Tyler, 

William  C.  Rives. 
iV.  CaroHna — ^Bedford  Brown, 

Wilie  P.  Mangum. 
.  CaroUna — Stephen  D.  MUler, 
John  C.  Calhoun. 
Georgia — Greorge  M.  Troup, 

John  Forsyth. 
Kentucky^^GeoTgd  M.  Bibb, 
Henry  Clay. 


TcimMwe^=-Hugh  L.  White, 

Felix  Grundy. 
Ohio — Thomas  Ewing, 

Benjamin  Ruggles. 
Louisiana — ^Josiah  S.  Johnston 

Greorge  A.  Wetggaman. 
Indiana — William  Hendricks, 

John  Tipton. 
Mississippi — George  Poiudeztcr, 

John  Black. 
Illinois — ^Elias  K.  Kane, 

John  M.  Robinson. 
AMama — William  R.  King, 

Gabriel  Moore. 
Missouri — Thomas  H.  Benton, 
Alexander  Buckner. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
SpeakcTt  Andrew  Stevenson,  Virginu. 


Maine. 
John  Andersons 
James  Bates, 
George  Evans, 
Cornelios  Holland, 
Leonard  Jarvis, 
Edward  Kavanagh, 
Rufus  M'lntire. 

NeW'HampsMre, 
John  Brodhead, 
Thomas  Chandler, 
Joseph  Hammons, 
Henry  Hubbard, 
Joseph  M.  Harper, 
John  W.  Weeks. 

Massachusetts. 
John  Quincy  Adams, 
Nathan  Appleton, 
Isaac  C.  Bates, 
George  N.  Briggs, 
Rufus  Choate, 
H.  A.  S.  Dearborn, 
John  Davis, 
Edward  Everett, 
George  Grennel,  jr. 
Joseph  G;  Kendall, 
John  Reed, 
James  L.  Hodges, 
Jeremiah  Nelson. 


Rhode  Island. 
Tristam  Burges, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce. 
ConnectictU. 
Noyes  Barber, 
WiUiam  W.  EUsworth, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
Ralph  I.  Ingersoll, 
William  L.  Storrs, 
Ebenezer  Young. 
VermofU. 
Heman  Allen, 
William  Gaboon, 
Horace  Everett, 
William  Slade, 
Hiland  Hall. 

New-  York. 
William  G.  Angel, 
Gamaliel  H.  Barstow, 
William  Babcock, 
Joseph  Bouck, 
John  T.  Bergen, 
John  C.  Broadhead, 
Samuel  Beardsley, 
John  A.  Collier, 
Bates  Cook, 
C.  C.  Cambreleng. 
John  Dickson, 
Charles  Dayan, 


Ulysses  P.  Doubleday, 
William  Hogan, 
Michael  Hoffman, 
Freeborn  G.  Jewett, 
John  King, 
Gerrit  Y.  Lansing, 
James  Lent, 
Job  Pearson, 
Nathaniel  Pitcher, 
E.  H.  Pendleton, 
Edward  C.  Reed, 
Erastus  Root, 
Nathan  Soule, 
John  W.  Taylor, 
Phineas  L.  Tracy, 
Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 
Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Samuel  J.  Wilkin, 
G.  H.  Wheeler, 
Campbell  P.  White, 
Aaron  Ward, 
Daniel  Wardwell. 
NetO'Jersey. 
Lewis  Condict, 
Silas  Condit, 
Richard  M.  Cooper, 
Thomas  H.  Hughes, 
James  F.  Randolph, 
Isaac  Southard. 
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Vi- 


'■,  ( 


i 


I, 


Pennsylvania^ 
Robert  Allison, 
John  Banks, 
George  Burd, 
John  C.  Bucher, 
I'homas  H.  Crawford, 
Richard  Coulter, 
Harmer  Denny, 
Lewis  Dewart, 
Joshua  Evans, 
James  Ford 
John  Gilmore, 
William  Heister, 
Henry  Horn, 
Peter  Ihrie,  jr. 
Adam  King, 
Henry  King, 
Joel  K.  Mann, 
Henry  A.  Muhlenberg, 
T.  M.  M'KennaDt 
Robert  M«Coy, 
David  Potts,  jr. 
Andrew  Stewart, 
Samuel  A.  Smith, 
Philander  Stephens, 
Joel  B.  Sutherland, 
John  G.  Watmough. 

Delaware, 
John  J.  Milligan. 
Maryland. 
Benjamin  C.  Howard, 
Daniel  Jenifer, 
John  L.  Kerr, 
Benedict  I.  Semmes, 
Charles  S.  Sewall,' 
John  S.  Spence, 
Francis  Thomas, 
George  C.  Washington, 
J.  T.  H.  Worthington. 
Virginia. 

Mark  Alexander, 
Robert  Allen, 
William  S.  Archer, 
William  Armsttong, 
John  S.  Barbour, 
Thomas  T.  Bouldin, 
Nath'l  H.  Claiborne, 
Robert  Craig, 
Joseplr  W.  Chinn, 
Richard  Coke,  jr. 


Thomas  Davenport, 
Joseph  Draper, 
William  F.  Gordon, 
John  Y.  Mason, 
Lewis  Maxwell, 


Richard  M.  Johnsodf 
Joseph  Lecompte, 
Robert  P.  Letcher, 
Chittenden  Lyon, 
Thomas  A.  Marshallf 


Charles  Fenton  Mercer  Christopher  Tomkins, 


WiUiam  M^Coy, 
Thomas  Newton, 
John  M.  Patton, 
John  J.  Roane, 
Andrew  Stephenson, 
Joseph  Johnson. 

North  Carolina. 
Daniel  C.  Barringer, 
Laughlin  Bethuoe, 
John  Branch, 
Samuel  P.  Carson, 
Henry  W.  Conn«sr, 
Thomas  H.  Hall, 
M.  T.  Hawkins, 
James  M'Kay, 
Abraham  Renoher, 
William  B.  Shepard, 
A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Jesse  Speight, 
Lewis  Williams. 

South  Carolina. 
Robert  W.  Barnwell, 
James  Blair, 
Warren  R.  Davis, 
William  Drayton, 
John  M.  Felder, 
John  R.  Griffin, 
Thomas  R.  Mitchel, 
Greorge  McDuffie, 


Charles  A.  Wicklifie. 

TenniCMue. 
Thomas  D.  Araokl, 
John  Bell, 
John  Blair, 
William  Fitzgerald, 
WUliam  Hall, 
Jacob  C.  Isaacks^ 
Cave  Johnson, 
James  K.  Polk, 
James  Standifer. 

Ohio. 
Joseph  H.  Crane, 
Elutheros  Cooke, 
William  Creighton,  jr. 
Thomas  Corwin, 
James  Findlay 
William  W.  Irvin, 
William  Kennon, 
Humphrey  H.  Leavitt, 
William' Russell, 
William  Stanbery, 
John  Thompson, 
Joseph  Vance, 
Samuel  F.  Vinton, 
Elisha  Whittlesey. 

Louisiana. 
Henry  A.  Bui  lard, 
Philemon  Thomas, 


William  T.  Nuckolls.    Edward  D.  White. 

Georgia.  Indiana. 

Augustine  S.  Clayton,    RatlifT  Boon, 


Thomas  F.  Foster, 
Henry  G.  Lamar, 
Daniel  Newnan, 
Wiley  Thompson, 
Richard  H.  Wilde, 
James  M.  Wayne, 

Kentucky. 
John  Adair, 
Chilton  Allan, 
Henry  Daniel, 
Nathan  Graither, 
Albert  G.  Hawes, 


John  Carr, 
Jonathan  M'Carty. 

Mississippi. 
Franklin  E.  Plummer. 

Illinois. 
Joseph  Duncan. 
Alabama. 
Clement  C.  Clay, 
Dixon  H.  Lewis, 
Samuel  W.  Mardis. 

Missouri, 
WUliam  H.  Ashley. 


GOVERNORS  OP  STATES. 


Michigan  Territory. 
Austin  £•  Wing. 


DBLBOATBS. 

Arkansas  Territory. 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier. 


Florida  Territory* 
Joseph  M.  White. 


OFFICERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

OFFICEES  OF  THE  SENATE.  OFFICSBS  OF  THE  H0178B. 

Secretary.  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Walter  Lowrie,  83000    M.  St.  Clair  Clark,                83000 

Sergeant  at  arms.  Samuel  Burch,  Chief  Clerk,    1800 

Montjoy  Baylcy,  1500                  Sergeant  at  arms. 

Chaplain.  Thomas  B.  Randolph^             1500 

Charles  C.  Pise,  500                       Chaplain. 

William  Hammet,  500 


GOVERNORS  OF  STATES. 


Statei. 


Maine, 

N.  H. 

Mass. 

R.I. 

Conn. 

Vt. 

N.Y. 

N.J. 

Penn. 

Del. 

Md. 

Va. 

N.  C. 

S.  C. 

Geo. 

Ala. 

Mississ. 

Louis. 

Tenn. 

Ken. 

Ohio, 

Ind. 

111. 

Missouri 


GoTernon. 


Samuel  E.  Smith, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Levi  Lincoln, 
Lem.  H.  Arnold, 
John  S.  Peters, 
William  A.Palmer, 
Enos  T.  Throop, 
Elias  P.  Seely, 
George  WolfJ 
Caleb  P.  Bennett, 
James  Thomas, 
John  Floyd, 
David'L.  Swain, 
Robert  Y.  Hayne, 
Wilson  Lumpkin, 
John  Gayle, 
Abraham  M,  Scott, 
A.  B.  Roman, 
William  Carroll, 
John  Breathitt, 
Robert  Lucas, 
Noah  Noble, 
John  Reynolds, 
Daniel  Dunklin, 


Elected 
bjthe 


Term  begins. 


People, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Legis. 
People, 

do. 
Legis. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
People, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 


Jan. 

June 

Jan. 

May 

May 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Di.=!C. 

Nov. 


1832. 
.  do. 

do. 
1831. 
1832. 

do. 
1831. 
1832. 

do. 
1833. 
1832. 
1831. 
1832. 

do. 
1831. 

do. 
1832. 
1831. 

do. 
1832. 

do. 
1831. 
1830. 
1832. 


Term  expires. 


Jan. 

June, 

Jan. 

May, 

May, 

Oct. 

Jan. 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Nov. 


1833. 

do. 

do. 
1832. 
1833. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
1835. 
1836. 
1834. 

do. 
1833. 
1334. 
.1833. 

do. 
1834. 
1835. 

do. 
1836. 
1834. 

do. 

do. 
18M6. 


Salary. 

$1W0 
1200 
3666,67 
400 
1100 
750 
4000 
2000 
2000 
1333,33 
3500 
3333,38 
2000 
3500 
3000 
2000 
2500 
7500 
2000 
2000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1500 


TERRITORIES. 


Territoriea, 


Michigan, 
Florida, 


Goyemora. 


George  B,  Porter, 
William  P.  Duvall, 
Arkansas,  John  Pope, 


Term  begins. 


April,  1831. 
February,  1832. 
February,    do. 


Ends. 


April,  1834. 
Feb.  1835. 
Feb.     do. 


Salary. 
»2000" 
2500 
2000 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1831-^2. 

Statihkht  of  the  Funded  and  unfunded  Debt  of  the  United  States 

on  the  lot  of  January,  1833. 


Act  creating 
■tock. 

Redeemable. 

Amount. 

Five  per  cent,  stock, 
4^  per  cent,  stock, 

March  3,  1831. 
May  26, 1434. 

Jan.  1,  1635. 
Jan.  1,  1683. 

$4,735,296  30 
2,227,363  98 

Unfunded  debt. 

6,962,060  28 
39,038  05 

Estimate  of  the  Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  of  the  United  States 

on  the  1st  of  January,  1634. 


Stoeki. 

Act  creating 
■tock. 

Redeemable. 

Amount. 

Funded  debt — 5  p.  c. 
Unfunded  debt, 

Mar.  3,  1821. 

1st  Jan.  1835. 
On  Presentation 

$4,722,260  29 
27,476  70 

$4,760,082  08 

Amount  of  Moneys  previously  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the 
Public  Debt,  and  remaining  in  Treasury. 


f 

i 

Aggregate  a- 

1 

mount   unap- 

Am'nt and  time  of  advance. 

1                                                                                                                                     ^ 

■ 

(                                          OFFICE. 

plied    for    at 

each     office, 

1st  October, 

Amount. 

Time. 

1833. 

Portsmouth, 

3,608  65 

400  00 

♦Jan.  1817. 

Boston,     - 

6,417  39 

12,228  69 

Dec.    1824. 

Providence, 

1,362  02 

6,121  6& 

June,  1826. 

Hartford, 

2,818  69 

387  13 

June,  1827. 

New- York, 

117,708  11 

250,871  99 

June,  1828. 

Trenton, 

1,184  98 

29,160  68 

Dec.    1828. 

Philadelphia, 

565,438  66 

48,071  67 

June,  1829. 

Baltimore, 

660  64 

18,082  16 

June,  1830. 

Richmond, 

7,198  10 

337  63 

June,  1881. 

Fayetteville, 

2,346  47 

8,052  ^7 

Dec.    1881. 

Charleston, 

7,846  69 

11,310  32 

Mar.   1830. 

Savannah, 

1,264  96 

208,295  56 

Sept.   1830. 

Washington, 

56,267  72 

184,792  23 

Dec.    1830. 

$773,111  98 

$773,111   98 

♦  Payable  in  1806,  when  the  funds  were  placed  in  the  old  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Richmond,  and  subsequently  transferred 
to  the  present  branch* 


PUBLIC  REVENDE,  FOR  1883. 
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#6,791  13 
11,630  65 
14,160  00 
Sl,845  40 
8,868  04 

31,965  46 
244  95 

1,884  52 

136  00 

500  00 

115  00 

37  00 

1,000  00 
4,975  00 


15,679  24 


From  wluch  deduct  amount  relinquished 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
a  compromise  and  final  settlement 
of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Commercial  Bank  of  Lake  Erie, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the 
r^ief  of  said  bank,  approved  the 
10th  February,  1832,    - 


From  the  Customs, 

Public  lands. 


•119,882  39 


1,889  50 


490,000  00 
169,000  00 
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Statbment  of  Moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  from  all  mnmem 
Q^fa^r  "Min  Customs  and  Public  Lands,  for  the  year  1832, 

From  dividends  on  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,      - 
Sales  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  .... 
Arrears  of  direct  tax,     . 
Arrears  of  internal  revenue,  - 
Fees  on  letters  patent,    - 
Cente  coined  at  the  mint. 
Fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 
Surplus  emoluments  of  officers  of 

the  customs,      ... 
Postage  on  letters, 
,      Consular  receipts,  under  the  act  of 

14th  April,  1792,       - 
Interest  on  debts  due  by  banks  to 

the  United  States, 
Persons  unknown,  stated  to  be  due 

the  United  States, 
Moneys  obtamed  from  the  Treasury 

on  forged  documents. 
Moneys  previously  advanced  on  ac- 
count of  compiling,  printing,  and 

binding  Biennial  Register,   . 
Securing  the    light-house    on  the 

Brandywine  Shoal,  Delaware, 
Light-house  on  Mahon*s  Ditch,  Del. 
Balances  of  advances  made  in  the 

War  Department,  repaid   under 

the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  1st 

May,  1820, 


117,942  89 

776,942  89 

22,178,735  30 

2,623,381  03 


•25,579,059  22 


EXPENDITURES  IN  1832. 


Statement  of  the  Expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the 

YEAR  1832. 


Civilf  Miscellaneous  and  Foreign  Intercourse, 


Legislature, 

Executive  Department, 

Officers  of  the  mint, 

Surveyors  and  their  clerks,          -         .         .        % 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  in   Washington, 
Grovernments  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
Judiciary, -        - 


Payment  of  sundiy  pensions  granted  by  the  late   and 

present  Governments, 
Mint  establishment,     ... 
Extending  the  mint  establishment, 
Unclaimed  merchandise,      - 
Light-house  establishment,  - 
Building  light-houses,  &c.  - 
Surveying  the  public  lands, 
Survey  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida, 
Survey  of  the  Choctaw  cession  in  Mississippi, 
Survey  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Creeks, 
Registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices, 
Preservation  of  the    public  archives  in  Florida 
Land  claims  in  Florida,       .... 
Survey  of  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
Marine  hospital  establishment,      ... 

Do.         at  Charleston,  S.  Carolina, 
Roads  within  the  state  of  Ohio,  (3  per  cent,  fund,) 
Roads  and  canals  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  (.*)  per  cent,  fund, 
Do.  Mississippi,  do. 

Do.  Alabama,  do. 

Do.  Missouri,  do. 

Roads  and  levees  within  the  state  of  Louisiana,  (5  percent 

fund,) 

Encouragement  of  learning  within  the  state  of  Illinois, 

(3  per  cent,  fund,) 
Public  buildings  in  Washington,    - 
Purchase  of  the  rights  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Compa 

ny,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  public  bridge  on  the  site 

thereof, 

Penitentiary  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Subscription  to  the  stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and   Ohio 

Canal  Company,     ..... 
Boundary  line  between  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
Do.  do.         Florida  and  Alabama, 

B 


•871,813  68 

562,415  88 

9,750  00 

25,971  73 

2,000  00 

50,783  99 

278,022  96 

1,800,767  74 

1,398  57 
63,995  00 
37,500  00 
221  09 
189,522  30 
70,595  09 
81,072  22 
8,000  00 
43,788  00 
50,000  00 
1,666  21 
1,125  00 
60  00 
8,125  00 
76,877  87 
169  80 
5,118  04 
)     35,257  81 
5,879  62 
26,081  11 
3,746  99 

24,717  46 

32,237  81 
90,550  00 


32,000  00 
28,360  00 

150,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,800  00 
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Fifth  census  of  tho  United  States,  .... 

Revision  of  all  the  former  censuses  of  the  U.  S. 

Revolutionary  claims,  per  act  15th  May,  1828, 

Liquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of  the   state  of 
Virginia,  under  the  1st  and  2d  sections  of  the  act  of 

5th  July,  1832, 

Do.  do.         3d  section  of  said  act, 

Sundry  judgments   afjainst  the  former  Marshal  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  for  the  relief  of  J 
&  W.  Lippincott  &  Co.  .... 

Compilation  of  documents,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1831, 

Consular  receipts,       .-.--. 

Building  custom-houses  and  ware-houses, 

Relief  of  sundry  individuals,  .... 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 


Salariesof  ministers  of  the  United  States,  *  -  - 
Do.  charges  des  affaires,  .  .  .  -  . 
Do.     secretaries  of  legation,  .... 

Outfits  of  the  mioisters  to  Great  Britain,  France  and 

Russia, 

Do.  charges  des  affaires  to  Holland,  Belgium, 

Central  America,  Buenos  Ayres.  and  Naples,     • 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  missions  abroad,  ... 

Outfit  and  salary  of  a  charg6  d'affaires,  salary  of  a 
drogoman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  contingencies  of 
the  legation, 

Salary  of  a  drogoman,  and  for  contingencies  of  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey, 

Contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,     .         .         . 

Agency  in  relation  to  the  Northeastern  boundary. 

Expenses  of  the  commission  under  the  convention  with 

Denmark, 

Do.  do,  with  the  King  of  the  French, 

Relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,     ... 

Salaries  of  agents  at  London  and  Paris,         ... 

Intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 

Awards  under  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 


Military  EstdbU^hmeni. 

Pay  of  the  army,  and  subsistence  of  officers. 
Arrearages  in  the  Pay  Department, 
Subsistence,       ..... 
Quaitermaster's  department. 
Transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  <Sic. 

Do.  of  the  army,  d:c. 

Forage,     -.--.- 


«32,218  80 

229  00 

172,038  52 


380,888  ee 

242,500  81 


299,933  34 

55,000  00 

3,270  00 

3,185  84 

144,407  51 

45,755  21 


2,451,202  64 

44,410  85 

r 9,936  66 

9,000  00 


22,500  00 

22,500  00 
27,218  18 


3,000  00 

37,500  00 

20,631  00 

538  70 

14,623  98 
2,857  91 

19,890  13 
5,500  00 

32,819  58 
2,254  08 


325,181  07 


1,165,003  60 

500  00 

334,932  99 

313,857  98 

55,118  03 

158,400  58 

42,249  97 


EXPENDITURES  IN  1832. 
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Purchasing  Dcpartmenty 

Clothing  for  officers'  seryantSy 

Bounties  and  premiums. 

Expenses  of  recruiting. 

Medical  or  Hospital  department, 

Contingencies  of  the  army. 

Arrearages  to  Slst  December,  1816, 

InvaUd  and  half  pay  pensions. 

Pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 

Revolutionary  pensions. 

Invalid  pensions,  per  act  20th  May,  1830, 

Revolutionary  pensions,  per  act  20  May,  1830, 

Do.  do.  do.       7th  June,  1832, 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
National  armories,      ... 
N^jonal  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry, 

Arsenal  in  Florida,    ... 

Ordnance,         .... 

Armament  of  fortifications. 

Arming  and  equipping  the  militia, 

Repairs  and  contingencies  of  fortifications, 

Fort  Adams,     .... 

Fort  Calhoun,    .... 

Fort  Columbus  and  Castle  William, 

Fort  Hamilton,  ... 

Fort  Macon,      .... 

Fort  Monroe,    .... 

Fort  at  Oakland  island.  Cape  Fear,  N.  C. 

Fort  at  Mobile  point. 

Fort  on  Cockspur  island,  Georgia, 

Arrearages  for  preservation  of  Pea  Patch  island, 

Preservation  of  George's  island,  Boston  barbourj 

Fortifications  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Do.  Pensacola,  Florida, 

Barracks  at  Fort  Winnebago,  Northwestern  Territory 
Do.        Fort  Crawford,  Prairie  du  Chien,  North 
western  Territory,  .        .        .        .        - 

Do.  Key  West,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Do.    quarters,  hospital,  and  storehouses  at  Green 

Bay, 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri, 

Barracks  at  Michtlimacktnac, 

Breakwater,  Delaware  bay, 

Do.       Hyannis  harbour,  Massachusetts, 
Do.       in  Merrimack  river,  do.     - 
Do.       and  dyke  in  Mill  river,  Connecticut 
Light-house,  Buffalo  harbour.  New- York, 
Sea  Wall,  Deer  island,  Boston  harbour. 
Piers  at  Oswego,  N.  Y., 


9170,130  03 
21,811  77 
28,009  10 
13,748  87 
28,041  55 
11,209  06 
5,319  82 
117,702  69 
7,644  63 
700,360  24 
1,953  50 
1,075  01 
355,686  33 
23,590  00 
371,943  43 
7,500  00 
64,132  51 
5,000  00 
62,516  10 
94,483  15 
195,082  68 
10,409  82 
86,000  00 
62,800  00 
50,124  00 
10,000  00 
40,734  03 
51,300  00 
12,800  00 
82,800  00 
31,600  00 
2,000  00 
8,780  00 
45,358  26 
100,000  00 
1,909  56 

1,532  11 
15,923  90 

2,000  00 
2,287  52 

225,750  00 
3,399  90 
2,000  00 
3,380  00 
2,500  00 
11,890  00 
150  69 


Do.             do. 

do 

Mississippi  rivers, 

m 

Do.            do. 

do. 

Do.            do. 

do. 

Do.             do. 

do. 

Do.            do. 

do. 

Arkansas,    - 

« 

Do.             do. 

do.  ( 
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Stone  pier  head  and  mole  at  Oswego,  New- York,      -  <(20,470  00 

Piers  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 9,569  68 

Work  at  Black  Rock  harbour,  New- York,     -         .         -  2,502  27 

Work  at  Duukirk  harbeur.  New- York,           -         -         -  5^000  00 

Pier  head  in  Cunningham's  croek,  Oiiio,         -         -         -  1,500  00 

Repairing  Plymouth  beach.  Mass 2^0  00 

Deepening  the  channel  at  the  mouUi  of  Pascagoula  river, 

Mississippi,            ...          ....  2,000  00 

Do.  do.        through  tl>e  Pass  au  Heron,  Ala- 

bama, 3,000  00 

Improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivere,  5,174  03 
Do.              do.                  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 

from   Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,     -         -         -         •  42,700  00 

Ohio,    Missouri,   and 

39,100  00 

Genesee  river,  NewYork,  16,000  00 

Conneaut  Creek,  Ohio.  4,600  00 

Cumberland  river,  Tcnn.  10,000  00 
Red  river,   Louisiana  and 

965  00 

do.  Cape  Fear  river,  N.  Carolina,  28,800  00 
Do.      the  harbours,  of  New  Castle,  Marcus  Hook, 

Chester,  and  Port  Penn, 5,550  00 

Improving  the  harbour  of  Presque  Isle,  Penn.      -         -  3,000  00 
Do.             do.                 Cleaveland,  Ohio,          -         -  4,147  50 
Removing  obstructions,  Kennebeck  river,  Maine,      -         -  2,000  00 
Do.             do.          Berwick  branch  of  Piscataqua  ri- 
ver, Maine, 250  00 

Do.             do.        Nantucket  harbour,  Massachusetts,  2,575  00 

Do.             do.        Big  Sod  us  bay.  New  York,         -  17,000  00 

Do.             do.         Huron  river,  Ohio,      -         -         -  1,070  00 

Do.             do.        Black  river,  Ohio>        -         -         .  5,580  60 

Do.             do.        Grand  rirer,  Ohio,       -         -         -  2,500  09 

Do.             do.        Ashtabula  creek,  Ohio,       -         -  3,400  09 

Do.             do.         Ocracock  inlet.  North  Carolina,  20,644  38 

Do.             do.        Savannah  river,     Georgia,            -  5,000  09 
Do.             do.        river  and   harbour,    St.   Marks, 

Florida, 11,500  00 

Surveys  and  estimates  of  roads  and  canals,     ...  17,916  22 

Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  west  of  Zancsvillo,        -         .  112,274  79 

Cumberland  road  in  Indiana, 102,080  00 

Do.             in  Illinois, 87,500  00 

Repairs  of  the  Cumberland   road  east  of  the  river  Ohio,  56,000  00 

Repairs   of  the   Cumberland  road,      -         -         .         .  5,829  58 

Road  from   Mottanawcook  to  Mars  hill,  Maine,      .         .  8,980  80 

Road  from   Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,      ....  8,000  00 

Do.         Detroit  to  Saganaw  bay,  ....  8,000  00 

Do.         Detroit  to  Chicago, 7,500  00 

Do.         Detroit  to  Grand  river,     ....  1,750  00 

Do.         La  Plaisance  bay  to  the  Chicago  road,         -  500  00 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Road  from  Fort  Smith  to  Fort  Towson, 

Do.        Little  Rock  to  the  St.  Franc  s  river,  Arkan 
Washington  to  Jackson,  Arkansas, 
Pensacola  to  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
St.  Augustine  to  Tallahassee,  Florida, 
Alagua  to  Marianna,  Florida,     - 
Coleraine  to  Tampa  bay,  Florida, 
Opening  the  old  King's  road  in  Florida, 

Florida  canal, 

Payment  of  Georgia  militia  claims, 
Payment  of  Missourimilitiaclaims in  1829,     . 
Payment  of  militia  claims  for  services,  &c.  1831,    - 
Pay  of  militia  and  volunteers  of  Illinois  and  other  states, 
Claims  of  South  Carolina,  -         -        .         . 

Ransom  of  captives  of  the  late  war,       .        -        - 
Relief  of  officers  and  others  engaged  in  the  Seminole  war 
Relief  of  a  company  of  rangers  under  Captain  Bigger, 
Relief  of  sundry  individuals,  -         -         .         . 

Civilization  of  Indians, 
Pay  of  Indian  agents,  -         -         .         . 

Pay  of  Indian  sub  agents, 

Presents  to  Indians, 

Pay  of  interpreters  and  translators, 

Pay  of  gun  and  blacksmiths,  and  assistants,    - 

Iron,  steel,  coal,  <&c.  for  gun  and  blacksmiths'  shops, 

Transportation  and  distribution  of  annuities,    - 

Provisions  for  Indians  at  the  distribution  of  annuities, 

Provisions  for  Indians  moving  west  in  1831,     . 

Houses  for  agents  and  blacksmiths'  shops,     - 

Effecting  treaty  with  Cherokees, 

Extinguishment  of  Cherokee  claims  to  lands  in  Georgia,    . 

Conductmg  a  deputation  of  Indians  from  the  head  waters 

of  the  Missouri  to  Washington  city  and  back,      - 
Corn  and  other  provisions  for  Seminole  Indians, 
Contii^encies  of  Indian  department,     -        -        .        . 
Indian  annuities,  and  other  similar  objects,  per  act  4th 

June,  1833,    --..... 
Choctaw  schools, [        ^ 

To  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands,  and  the"  removal  of 
Indians, 

Vaccination  of  Indian  tribes,         .... 
Visits  of  Indians  to  the  seat  of  government,       " 
Effecting  treaty  with  the  Florida  Indians,        . 
Hiffectmg  treaty  with  Creek  Indians,     . 
Compensation  to  Cherokee  emigrants  from  Georgia, 
£iffectmg  treaty  with  Pottawatomies,    . 
Wyandott  delegation  to  Washington  in  1832, 
Cherokee  .^delegation    to   Washington   in  1832,  - 
Relief  of  friendly  Indians  on  the  Northwestern  frontie  , 
Deficiency  due  to  Seneca  Indians,        -         .         . 
Three  commissioners  to  treat  with  Indians,   - 


19 

390  85 

5,000  00 

14,500  00 

4,000  00 

2,500  00 

110  00 

1,185  25 

73  53 

425  20 

9,075  08 

55,200  00 

398,500  34 

157,259  16 

40  00 

370  79 

52  50 

47,218  08 

11,687  66 

33,526  95 

17,367  90 

11,870  r4 

22,335  02 

17,616  65 

4,871  96 

8,144  82 

14,298  56 

2,608  92 

2,730  00 

18,456  27 

14,238  91 

5,750  00 

2,500  00 

18,135  51 

288,951  70 
2,121  08 

291,412  66 

5^692  00 

394  42 

195  00 

7,342  94 

10,551  30 

200  00 

400  00 

675  50 

3,795  00 

2,614  40 

4,000  00 
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Effecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  act  24th  May,  1828, 
Effecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  act  25tii  March,  1830t 
Effecting  treaty  of  Butte  des  Morts,      .... 
Effecting  treaty  with  Seneca  Indians,    .         •         .        • 
Expenses  of   holding  certain  Indian  treaties,    act  7th 

AprU,  1830,           -         -        .        .        • 
Expenses  of  holding  certain  Indian  treaties,  act  0th  Ju- 
ly, 1832, -         -         . 

Effecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  act  13th  January,  1831, 
Bfiecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  act  2d  March,  1831, 
To  efiect  certain  Indian  treaties,  per  act  2d  March,  1831, 

and  4th  June,  1832, 

Stipulations  of  certain  treaties  fbr  1881,  per  act  of  20th 

April,  1832, . 

Stipulations  of  certain  treaties  with  Creeks,  Shawmees, 

&c.  per  act  4th  June,  1832,      ... 

Effecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  per  act  13th  July,  1882, 

Extinguishment  of  Indian  titles  to  lands  in   Missouri  and 

Illinois,  and  other  purposes,  per  act  of  14th  July,  1832, 

Annuities^  •...••.. 


From  which  deduct  the  following  repayments : 

Fort  Jackson, f  9tf  35 

Arrearages  of  Indian  Department  prior  to 

1829,  - 

Treaty  with  the  Clioctaws  and  Chickasaws 

for  lands  in  Mississippi,         ... 
Suppression   of  Indian  aggressions  on  the 

frontiers  of  Georgia  and  Florida, 
Abiding  Creeks  in  their  removal, 
Effecting  treaty  with  the  Choctaws, 


734  14 

1,214  38 

359  31 

2,808  34 

410  00 


Naval  Establishment, 


Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  navy, 

Pay  of  superintendant,  naval  constructors,  d^c 

Provisions,  ..... 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores, 

Repairs  and  improvement  of  navy  yards, 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  . 

Do.         Boston,  Massachusetts, 

Do.         New.  York,       ... 

Do.         Philadelphia,     ... 

Do.         Washington  City, 

Do.         Norfolk,  Virginia, 

Do.         Pensacola,  Florida    - 


f  5,127  85 

1,932  84 

249  90 

1,269  50 

687  42 

20,000  00 

1,000  00 

71,866  25 

57,235  02 

44,796  50 

101,280  01 
167,080  68 

56,00,63 
5,012  50 

7,988,499  55 


5,622  52 

7,982,877  03 


1,834,053^83 
62,921  28 
869,987  66 
21,317  56 
48,429  09 
30,666  00 
41,361  21 
52,278  82 
8,838  71 
19,783  80 
76,070  68 
24,546  01 
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Timber  shed,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 

Timber  sheds,  Norfolk,  Virginia,  .         .         .         . 

Do.    docks,  Washington,  Norfolk^  and  Boston, 

Wharf  at  navy  yard,  Pensacola, 

Repairing  and  enlarging  wharves  at  Washington  and 
Norfolk,         .        - 

Repairs  of  storehouses  at  Washington,  and  for  two  build- 
ing ways  at  Norfolk,       

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores, 

Gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 

Gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,         •         .         ,         . 

Repairs  of  vessels, 

Covering  and  preserving  ships  in  ordinary,     • 

Building,  equipping,  and  employing  three  schooners. 

Rebuilding  the  frigate  Macedonian,        •         .         •         * 

Navy  hospital  at  Norfolk, 

Furniture  for  navy  hospital  at  Norfolk 

Navy  hospital  fund, 

Navy  pension  fund, 

Agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  (prohibiting  slave  trade,) 

Removal  and  erection  of  naval  monument, 

Survey  of  Narraganset  bay,         .         .         .         •         . 

Arrearages  for  surveys  of  coasts  and  harbours. 

Relief  of  sundry  individuals, 

Balance  due  Waters  Smith, 

Contingent  expenses,  .         .         .  812,988,  07 

From  which  deduct  the  following  re- 
payments : 

Contingent  expenses  for  1831,         5,123  87 
Do.  1825,  6  25 

Do.  1829,  4,275  58 

Do.  not  enumerated  in 

1829     ...        682  54 


9121  58 

6,166  80 

4,952  87 

25,539  25 

8,772  43 

6,417  40 

11,746  85 

11,754  35 

475,735  99 

560,080  81 

8,065  00 

17,864  94 

8,768  00 

27,055  90 

4,774  25 

7,515  56 

160,047  05 

1,659  45 

200  00 

2,911  17 

3,891  50 

4,795  73 

3,330  61 


10,088  24 


Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 

Clothing  for  the  marine  corps, 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores  for  the  marine  corps, 

Military  stores  of  the  marine  corps 

Fuel  for  marine  corps,  .... 

C(Mitingent  expenses  of  the  marine  corps. 

Marine  barracks  at  Philadelphia, 


302,849  83 

133,336  53 

31,923  04 

5,417  58 

8,112  49 

7,674  45 

15,929  82 

6,000  00 

8,957,949  37 
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From  which  deduct  the  following 
repaymcBts. 

Prirateerfund $991  40 

Timber  shed  at  Washington,  .         .         .     139  55 

Repairs  of  sloops  of  war,       •         •         .         .     348  13 


1,479  08 

•3,956,370  29 


Public  IhU. 


Interest  on  the  funded  debt, 772,561  50 

Redemption  of  the  4^  per  cent,  stodc    per    act  24th 

May,  1824 1,739,524  01 

Redemption  of  the  exchanged  4|  per  cent,  stock,  per  act 

26th  May,  1824,  2,205,956  41 

Redemption  of  the  exchanged  5  per  cent,  stock,  per  act 

20  thApril,  1822,  -         -         -     •  -         -         -        56,704  77 

Redemption  of  the  3  per  cent,  stock,  .  .  -  -13,064,723  18 
Principal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes,      ...  591  68 

Paying  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt,  ....  247  74 

17,840,309  06 

Total,    •34,356,608  06 


SALES  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  1833. 
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STATKMBirr  of  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources  other 
than  Customs  and  Public  Lands,  for  the  year  1833. 


From  dividends  on  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

Sales  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
Third  instalment  for  claims  under  the  convention  with 
Denmark,  ... 

Arrears  of  direct  tax, 

Arrears  of  internal  revenue, 

Fees  on  letters  patent. 

Cents  coined  at  the  Mint, 

Fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 

Persons  unknown,  stated  to  be  due  United  State% 

Surplus  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  customs,  - 

Mcmeys  obtained  from  the  Treasury  on  forged 
documents, 

Sale  of  houses  on  Greenleaf 's  Point,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,      .         -         - '       . 

Rent  of  houses  on  property  purchased  for  the 
erection  of  warehouse  in  Baltunore, 

Moneys  previously  advanced  on  account  of  re- 
moving the  remains  of  former  Members  of  Con- 


Lighthouse  on  the  Outer  Thunder  Bay  island,  in 
Lake  Hurcxi, 

Building  custom-houses  and  warehouses,     - 

Fifth  census, 

Balances  of  advances  made  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, repaid  under  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of 
1st  May,  1820,- 


474,985  00 
135,300  00 

221,315  17 

304  12 

2,759  00 

17,730  00 

25,374  18 

2,889  84 

232  09 

33,243  90 

1,158  33 

1,400  00 

60  03 

29  00 

77  35 

181  63 

8,135  13 

22,970  11 


From  Customs, 
Lands,  - 


8948,234  79 

29,032,508  91 

3,967,682  55 


Total, 


833,948,426  25 


EXPENDITURES  IN  1833. 
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Statement  of  the  Expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1833. 


Civil,  MtseeUaneousj  and  Foreign  Iniercaurss. 


Legislature, 

Executive  departments, 

Surveyors,  .---.--- 

Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  ... 

Officers  of  the  Mint, 

Governments  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
Judiciary,  ....... 


Payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by  the  late  and  pre 
sent  Government,    ... 

Mint  establishment,     ... 

fistending  the  Mint  establishments 

Pa3rment  for  unclaimed  merchandise, 

Light-honse  establishment,  - 

Building  light-houses,  &c.    - 

Surveying  public  lands, 

Survey  <n  the  Choctaw  cession  in  Mississ.  and  Ala 

Survey  of  the  public  lands  recently  purchased  from  the 
indums  in  Indiana, 

Registers  and  Receivers  of  Land  Offices, 

Repayment  of  lands  erroneously  sold,  - 

Keepers  of  the  public  archives  in  Florida, 

Survey  of  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 

Marine  hospital  establishment,       .... 

Roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  three  per  cent,  fund. 

Roads  and  canals  within  the  State  of  Indiana,  do. 
Do.  do.  do.  Alabama,  do. 

Do.  do.  do.  Missouri,  do. 

Road  from  Line  creek  to  the  Chattahoochee  river. 

Public  buildings  in  Washington,    .... 

Purchose  of  the  rights  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Co 
and  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  on  the  site  thereof) 

Support  and  maintenance  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,    .--... 

Furniture  of  the  President's  house. 

Purchase  of  the  rights  of   Washington  Canal  Co. 

Improving  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  river  between 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Aqueduct  across  the  Potomac  at  or  near  Georgetown,     - 

Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 

Boundary  line  between  Florida  and  Alabama, 

Western  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 

Revision  of  all  the  former  estimates  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States, 


8469,073  83 

658,608  41 

26,908  97 

2,000  00 

12,575  00 

54,750  00 

338,841  72 

1,562,758  28 

1,367  93 
40,134  03 
11,000  00 
210  19 
265,684  32 
48,245  83 
84,000  00 
45,000  00 

7,000  00 

2,871  20 
88  62 

1,000  00 
18,313  48 
68,948  73 
32,190  43 
28,075  47 
19,790  62 
16,145  45 

2,900  00 
1^,359  03 

13,000  00 

17,000  00 

20,000  00 

150,000  00 

100,000  00 

50,000  00 

299,000  00 

200  00 

140  00 

300  00 
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Consular  receipts, ^14  6i 

Pajrment  of  certain  certlfidates, 1,026  89^ 

Building  custom-houses  and  warehouses,         ...  250,415  23 
For  the  discharge  of  siindry  judgments  against  tbelbnrter 
marshal  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

for  the  relief  of  J.  &  W.  Lippincott  &  Co.          -        -  450  80^ 
Por  liquidating  and  paying  certain  claims  of  the  state  of 

Virginia, 289,576  59 

Relief  of  sundry  individuals)          ...         -         -  182,17255 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 11^8,772^  14 

Revolutionary  claims, 184,237  OS^ 

Duties  refunded  on  merchandise,           ....  701,760  70 

3,198,091  77 

Salaries  of  the  mmistert  of  the  United  States,  -        .         37,049  5T 

Do.  secretaries  of  legaticHi,      •         -         .         -  7,896  61 

Do.  charges-  des  affaires,         ....         58,348  94 

Outfits  of  the  ministers  to  G.  Britain,  France,  and  Russia,  4,500  09 

Oatiits  of  the  charg^  des  affaires  to  Grea;t  Britain,  Ceo- 

tral  America,  and  Colomtna, 13,500  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad,        -         -        20,721  87 
Salary  of  a  dragoman  and  for  contingencies  of  the  legation 

to  Turkey, 6,500  00^ 

Diplomatic  services  of  George  W.  Slocum,  consul  at  Bue- 
nos Ay  ree, 4,870  00 

Diplomatic  services  of  Michael  Hogan,  rendered  in  ChUi,       18,112  50 
OutBt  and  services  of  John  R.  Clay,  acting  as  charg^  des 

affaires  at  St.  Petersburgh, 7,200  00 

Arrearages  on  account  of  the  services  of  Washington  Ir- 
ving as  charg6  des  affaires  at  London,      .         -         -  1,888  85 
Contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,     ...        20,00000 
Expenses  of  conveying  the  Netherlands  minister  and 

suite  from  New- York  to  Curacoa,     -         -         -         -  1,182  78 

Expenses  of  accommodating  the  cliarg6  des  affaires  at 
Constantinople,  and  for  conveying  the  consul  at  Tan- 
giers  from  Port  Mahon  to  Tangiers,  and  for  conveying 
the  consul  at  Tripoli  from  Port  Mahon  to  Tripoli,       •  500  00 

Services  of  Greorge  F.  Brown,  consular  agent  at  Algiers,  3,366  00 

Intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  ...        12,649  47 

To  indemnify  Sweden  on  account  of  injuries  sustained  by 

her  subjects  at  St.  Bartholomews,      ....  5,666  66 

Compensation  and  expense  of  an  agent  to  Havana  to  pro- 

cure  the  archives  of  Florida, 4,000  00 

Expenses  of  tho  commission  under  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Denmark,       .         .         .  7,200  66 
Expenses  of  the  conunission  under  the  convention  between 

the  United  States  and  the  king  of  the  French,  .        18,802  58 

Expenses  of  the  commission  under  the  convention  between 

the  United  States  and  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies,        -  2,541  67 

Salaries  of  the  agents  of  claims  at  London  and  Paris,       -  4,f  00  00 


EXPKN0ITURES  IN  1833. 

Relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,    .         -         . 

Payment  of  claims  under  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  with 

Spain,  .        , 

Awards  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
Awards  Under  the  convention  with  Denmark, 


!31 

25,895  24 

6,175  00 

281  70 

663,161  04 

955,395  88 


MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Pay  of  the  army  and  suhsistence  of  officers, 
Arrearages  of  the  pay  department, 

Subsistence, 

Quartermaster's  department, 
Transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  &c.,    . 
Transportation  of  the  army. 
Forage, 

Purchasing  department,     .... 
Clothing  for  officers'  servants,    . 
Bounties  and  premiums. 

Expenses  of  recruiting,       .         .         ... 
Gratuities, 

Medical,  or  hospital  department, 

Arrearages  of  the  medical  or  hospital  department 

Contingencies  of  the  army,         ... 

Arrearages  prior  to  1st  July,  1815,     . 

Invalid  and  half-pay  pensions,    . 

Pensions  to  widows  and  orphans. 

Revolutionary  pensions,     .... 

Revolutionary  pensions,  per  act  7th  June,  1832, 

Fuel,  forage,  stationery,  &c.  at  West  Point, 

Repairs  and  improvements  of  the  buildings  and  grounds 

West  Point,  .         .         .         .         . 

Pay  of  adjutant's  and  quartermaster's  clerks  at 

Point* 

Increase  and  expnses  of  the  library  at  West  Point, 

Models  for  drawing  at  West  Point, 

Models  for  engineering  at  West  Point, 

Philosophical  apparatus  at  West  Point, 

Miscellaneous  items  at  West  Point, 

Expenses  of  board  of  visiters  at  West  Point, 

Natbnal  armories. 

Dwelling  houses  at  Springfield, 

Shop  for  grinding  at  Springfield, 

Additional  machinery  at  Springfield, 

Dwelling  houses  at  Harper's  Ferry,    . 

Double  racks  at  Springfield, 

Three  new  water  wheels  at  Harper's  ferry. 

Repairs,  &c.  of  dam,  die.  at  Harper's  Ferry, 

Right  to  water  power  at  Harper's  Ferry     . 

Enlargement  of  canal  at  Harper's  Ferry,    . 


West 


at 


1,260,108  62 

99  23 

324,649  97 

160)424  52 

62,479  14 

208,143  78 

49,047  98 

256,507  69 

27,389  35 

8,441  41 

20,992  94 

146  50 

84,416  14 

3,000  00 

10,555  54 

3,629  60 

288,007  13 

6,284  15 

787,376  88 

3,507,484  24 

8,500  00 

4,000  00 

900  00 

1,400  00 

900  00 

600  00 

890  00 

1,575  00 

2,000  00 

'360,140  65 

7,000  90 

6,000  00 

3,500  00 

8,600  00 

4,500  00 

8,400  00 

3,374  55 

2,600  00 

10,000  00 
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Repairing  workshops  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
Arsenals,  .,...• 

Arsenal  in  Florida,  .... 

Forty-five  acres  of  land  at  Watervliet, 
Ordnance,       .  ..... 

Armament  of  fortifications, 
Arming  and  equipping  the  militia. 
Repairs  and  contingencies  of  fortifications 
Accoutrements  and  swords, 

Fort  Adams, 

Fort  Calhoun, 

Fort  Columbus  and  Castle  Williams, 

Fort  Delaware, 

Fort  Jackson,  .         .         •         •         . 

Fort  Macon,      ...... 

Fort  Monroe,  ..... 

Fort  at  Oak  island,  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina, 

Fort  at  Throg's  Neck,  New- York, 

Fort  at  George's  island,  Massachusetts, 

Fort  on  Gockspur  island,  Greorgia, 

Fort  at  Mobile  point,  Alabama, 

Fort  on  Foster  s  bank,  Pensacola  harbour, 

Wharf  at  Fort  Washington, 

Fort  on  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana, 

Preservation  of  Castle  island,  and  repairs  of  fort  Indepen 

denoe» 

Repairs  of  foil  Marion,  and  sea  wall  at  St.  Augustine, 
Fortifications  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
Fortificati(Xis  at  Pensacola,  Florida, 
Purchase  of  ground  at  fort  Trumbull,    . 
Purchase  of  land  at  fort  Gratiot, 
Wharf  and  site  at  fort  Preble, 

Do.  at  fort  Independence,         •         • 

Do.  at  fort  M'Henry, 
Barracks  at  fort  Crawford,  Prairie  du  Chien 

Territory,       .  ... 

Barracks  at  fort  Howard,  Green  bay     . 
Barracks  at  fort  Severn,  Annapolis, 

Do.       quarters,  &c.  at  Savannaii, 

Do.       quarters,  dec.  near  New-Orleans, 

Do.       and  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge, 

Do.       at  Key  West,  and  for  other  purposes, 
Storehouse  and  stable  a:  Pittsburg, 
Purchase  of  one  acre  ofland  near  Pittsburg, 
Erection  of  a  storehouse  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Breakwater,  Delaware  bay,     .    . 
Breakwater,  Hyannis  harbour,  Massachusetts, 
Breakwater,  Merrimack  river,  Massachusetts, 
Breakwater  and  dyke  in  Mill  river,  Connecticut, 
Sea  wall,  Deer  island,  Boston  harbour. 


Northwest 


51,00  00 

llbM'i  89 

15,000  00 

9,000  00 

62,370  89 

132,994  65 

212,505  58 

9,556  23 

2,900  50 

159,606  41 

81,000  00 

32,000  00 

50,000  00 

3,266  29 

7,521  59 

57,500  00 

21,490  00 

10,000  00 

1,100  00 

85,300  00 

49,998  00 

14,900  00 

1,500  00 

5,000  00 

37,000  00 

18,470  00 

114,110  74 

132,000  00 

400  00 

1,600  00 

3,770  00 

1,500  00 

90  40 

8,000  00 

10,000  00 

300     0 

28,000  00 

40,000  00 

2,000  00 

5,805  95 

4,740  00 

3,500  00 


331,058  02 

9,920  10 

2,500  00 

1,110  43 

40,200  00 


EXPENDITDRES  IN  1833. 


M 


Pier  and  mole  at  Oswego,  New- York, 

Piers  at  Buifalo,  New- York,         .... 

Work  at  Black  Rock  harbour.  New- York, 

Work  at  Dunkirk  harbour,  New- York, 

Piers  in  Kennebunk  river,  Maine, 

Pier  head  in  Cunningham  creek,  Ohio,  •         • 

Piers  in  La  Plaisance  bay,  Michigan, 

Preservation  of  Provinceton  harbour,  Massachusetts, 

Repairing  Plymouth  beach,  Massachusetts, 

Deepening  channel,  mouth  of  Pascagoula  river,   Missis 

sippij 

Improviog  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ri 

vers,  from  Pittsburg  to  New-Orleans, 
Improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  Mis- 

sissipi  rivers,  ......     ^ 

Improving  the  navigation  of  Genesee  river.  New- York, 
Improving  the  navigation  of  Cumberland   river,   Ten 

nessee,  ••..... 

Improving  the  navigation  of  Cape  Fear  river,  N.  C. 
Improving  the  navigation  of  Arkansas  river, 
Improving  the  navigation  of  Conneaut  creek,  Ohio, 
Improving  the  navigation  of  Ocklockney  river,  Florida, 
Improving  the  navigation  ofChoctawhatchie  river,  Florida, 
Improving  the  harbours  of  Newcastle,  Marcus  Hook, 

Chester,  and  Port  Penn, 

Improving  the  harbour  of  Presque  Isle,  Pennsylvania, 
Improving  the  harbour  of  Cleaveland,  Ohio, 
Improving  the  harbour  of  Chicago,  Illinois,    . 
Improving  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  Louisiana  and  Ar 

kansas, 

Removing  obstructions  in  Kennebeck  river,  Maine, 
Removing  obstructions,  Big  Sodus  bay.  New- York, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Huron  river,  Ohio, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Black  river,  Ohio, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Grand  river,  Ohio, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Ahstabula  creek,  Ohio, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Ocracocke  inlet,  N.  C.   . 
Removing  obstructions  in  Savannah  river,  Georgia, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Appalachicola  river,  Florida, 
Removing  obstructions  in  Escambia  river,  Florida, 
Removing  obstructions  in  the  river  and   harbour  of  St 

Marks,  Florida, 

Survey  of  White  and  St.  Francis  rivers,  Arkansas, 
Purchase  of  instruments  for  ascertaining  the  northern 

boundary  of  Ohio, 

Expenses  of  taking  observations  for  northern  boundary  of 

Ohio,     .         .         .         .         .         . 

Surveys  and  estimates  of  roads  and  canals, 
Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  west  of  Zanesville, 
Cumberland  road  in  Indieuia 


8,400  00 
19,877  57 
»,697  78 
5,200  00 
1,700  00 

500  00 
8,128  07 
4,456  23 

600  00 

8,000  00 

10,300  00 

60,900  00 
15,000  00 

17,000  00 

17,488  00 

15,000  00 

3,200  00 

5,000  00 

2,500  00 

7,500  00 

7,500  00 

2,473  89 

17,360  00 

21,663  00 

263  91 

15,000  00 

39  49 

4,500  00 

68  51 

1,125  02 

14,400  00 

5,400  00 

5,000  00 

2,150  00 

5,430  00 
500  00 

6,110  00 

2,800  00 

35,212  38 

122,747  39 

101,000  00 
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Cumberland  road  in  Illinoia, 

Repairs  of  Cumberland  road  east  of  Ohio, 

Repairs  of  Cumberland  road  in  Virginiay 

Repairs  of  Cumberland  road,        •         • 

Road  from  Mattanawcook  to  Mars  Hill,  Maine^ 

Road  from  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot, 

Road  from  Detroit  to  Saganaw  bay, 

Road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago^ 

Road  from  Detroit  to  Grand  river, 

Road  from  La  Plaisance  bay  to  the  Chicago  road 

Road  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Crawford, 

Road  from  Little  Rook  to  the  St.  Francis  river,  Arkansas, 

'Road  from  Washington  to  Jackaon,  Arkansas, 

Road  from  Lime  creek  to  the  Chattahoochie, 

Surveys  of  canals  between  the  bays  of  St.  Andrew's  and 

Chattahoochie,  Florida,  &c. 
Payment  of  militia  claims  for  services  in  1831, 
Payment  of  militia  and  volunteers  of  Illinois  and  other 

states, 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  mounted  rangen, 

Subsistence  of  militia  to  su^^ress  Indian  hostilities 

Regiment  of  mounted  dragoons 

Balance   due  for  printing  infantry  tactics. 

Relief  of  sundry  individuiiSB, 

Civilization  of  Indians,         .... 

Pay  of  Indian  agentSt  •         .         .         , 

Pay  of  Indian  sub-agents. 

Pay  of  interpreters  and  translators. 

Pay  of  gun  and  blacksmiths  and  assistants, 

Presents  to  Indians,  •         .         •        . 

Provisions  for  Indians  at  the  distribution  of  annuities, 

Iron,  steel,  coal,  &c.  for  gun  and  blacksmiths'  shops. 

Transportation  and  distribution  of  annunities, 

Houses  for  agents  and  blacksmiths'  shops. 

Provisions  for  Indians  moving  west  in  1831, 

Surveying  reservations  for  half-breed  Sac  and  Fox  Indians, 

Surveying  tho  northwestern  boundary  of  the  Miami  and 

Pottawatamie  cession,  

Removing  Indian  boundary  line  in  Florida,    . 
Provisions  and  assistance  to  Indians  ^nigrating,  and 

those  settled  on  Kansas  river, 
Corn  and  other  provisions  for  Seminole  Indians, 
Additbnal  expenses  at  the  Red  river  agency. 
Claims  against  Osages  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
Extinguishment  of  title  of  Creeks  to  lands  in  Georgia, 
Extinguishment  of  tho  claims  of  the  Cherokees  to  lands 

in  Greorgia,  •..,... 

Purchase  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  reservations, 
Treating  with  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  for  lands 

Mississippi,  


m 


4(MM)0  W 

216,061  58 

34,440  00 

38  42 

17,832  42 

15,000  00 

4,000  00 

14,931  82 

11,750  00 

16,930  00 

3,277  00 

15,000  00 

1,906  38 

500  00 

2,959  74 
32  00 

442,440  01 

131,447  00 

55,163  30 

278,627  71 

410  59 

14,436  41 

8,975  44 

24,620  00 

14,046  95 

15,806  00 

11,320  64 

10,041  82 

9,326  10 

4,667  87 

6,392  51 

1,463  14 

2,391  98 

2,000  90 

227  60 
135  49 

605  18 
1,600  00 
1,360  00 

834  50 
4,989  57 

21,072  14 
11,283  00 

8,126  Vt 
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Ohio, 


Effecting  treaty  with  the  CreekSt 
Efibcting  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,     . 
Ejecting  treaty  of  Butte  des  Morts, 
Effecting  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes 
Annuities  to  various  Indians  and  Indian  tribes 
Education  of  Indian  youths. 
Blacksmiths,  gunsmiths,  millers,  dsc, 
Transportation  and  distribution  of  annuities,  dec. 
Claims  against  the  Ottowas,         •         . 
Advances  to  Ottawas,         .         •         •         • 
Arrearages  of  Indian  Department  prior  to  1829, 

Cherokee  schools, 

Medals  for  Indian  chiefs. 
Vaccination  of  Indians^        .... 
Effecting  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
Effecting  treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indians,     . 
Extinguishing  titles  of  Delawares  to  reservations  in 
Three  commissioners  to  treat  with  Indians, 
Provisions  for  Quapaws,  .         .         , 

Relief  of  friendly  Indians  on  the  northwestern  frontier, 
Efiecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  per  act  13th  Jan.  1831, 
Effecting  certain  Indian  treaties,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1831, 
To  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  per  acts  of  2d  March, 

1831,  and  4th  June,  1832,        .         .         .        . 
Stipulations  of  certain  treaties  for  1831,  per  act  of  20th 

April,  1882, 

Stipulations  of  certain  treaties  with  Creeks,  Shawanees,  &c, 

per  act  4th  June,  1832, 

Effecting  certain  treaties,  per  act  13th  July,  1832, 
Extinguishment  of  Indian  titles  to  lands  in  Missouri,  lUi 

nois,  &c,,  per  act  of  14th  July,  1832, 
To  carry  into  efiect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other 

purposes,  per  act  2d  March,  1833, 
Excess  of  expenditures  by  commissioners  to  hold  treaty 

with  Pottawatamies, 

Services  of  A.  L,  Davis,  secretary  to  commissioners, 
Removing  and  subsisting  Indians,  per  7th  article  treaty 

24th  January,  1826, 

Repayment  of  improvement  to  Creeks  under  the  11th  ar 

tide  of  treaty  24th  January,  1826, 
Deputation  of  Chickasaws  to  the  seat  of  Government, 
Delegation  of  New- York  Indians  to  visit  Green  bay. 
Removing  Shawanees  from  Ohio, 
Payment  of  two  negroes  to  George  Pields, 
Expenses  of  Sac  and  Fpx  prisoners  as  hostages. 
Removing  and  subsisting  Indians, 
Annuities  per  act  of  19th  February,  1808, 
Annuities,  per  act  of  3d  March,  1819,. 
Annuities,  per  act  of  26th  May,  1824, 
Annuities,  per  act  of  20th  May,  1826,  and  2d  March,  1827," 
Annuities,  per  act  of  26th  May,  1826, 


D 


1  44 

4,217  54 

894  60 

768  40 

233,500  87 

21,121  00 

26,463  67 

8,617  00 

21,243  25 

2,000  00 

744  54 

42,490  00 

2,000  00 

775  50 

2,622  45 

2,153  60 

307  84 

16,000  00 

1,000  00 

883  55 

970  75 

22,767  40 

66,692  14 

4,565  00 

128,565  00 
1,072  50 

9,908  05 

735,329  79 

3,700  00 
171  00 

2,438  23 

9,300  75 

1,650  00 

1,890  00 

1,640  00 

700  00 

2,489  14 

367,602  42 

48  84 

484  15 

268  13 

1,270  00 

3,500  00 

•13,199,146  09 
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From  which  deduct  the  (bllowing  repayments  : 


For   Rigolets  and  Chef  Menteur, 
Repairing  battery  at  Bienvenue, 
Security  of  Peapatch  island.  Fort  Delaware, 
Survey  of  the  harbour  of  Westbrook,  Conn. 
Survey  of  the  harbour  of  Sag  Harbour,  N.  Y. 
Survey  of  the  river  Thames,  Connecticut, 
Examining  piers  at  Sandy  bay,  Mass. 
Survey  of  Tucker's  island.  New- Jersey, 
Survey  of  th^^iarbour  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
Road  froiQ^^t.  Augustine  to  Tallahassee, 
Permapeht  annuity  to  Miamies  for  1831, 
Contingencies  of  Indian  department. 
Exchange  of  lands  with  Indians,  and  their  re- 
moval,   

Aiding  Creeks  in  their  removal. 
Annuities,  per  act  of  25th  February,  1799, 
Annuities,  per  act  of  21st  April,  1806, 
Tobacco,  iron,  steel,  and  labourers  for  Mia- 
mies for  1831, 


14 

89 

727 

69 

15 

5 

3 

29 

16 

34 

2 


17 

la 

17 
06 
71 
24 
32 
20 
60 
28 
50 


95,474  82 

181  20 

412  52 

5,073  00 

666  67 

180  00 


Naval  Establishment, 

Pay  andsubsistenee  ofthenavy. 

Pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  &c. 

Provisions,  .... 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores,. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 

Do.        Boston,  Massachusetts, 

Do.         New- York, 

Do.         Philadelphia, 

Do»         Washington  city,     . 

Do.         Norfolk,  Virginia, 

Do.  Pensacola,  Florida, 
Ordnance  and  Ordnance  stores,     . 
Gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
Gradual  improvement  of  the  navy, 
Repairs  of  vessels, 
Building,  equipping,  and  employing  three  schooners 
Timber  to  rebuild  the  Java  and  Cyane, 
Rebuilding  the  frigate   Macedonian, 
Iron  tanks,        -        .         .         •  *      . 
Navy  hospital  at  Norjfblk, 
Furniture  for  navy  hospital  at  Norfolk, 
Navy  asylum  at  Philadelphia, 
Fumiture  for  navy  asylum  at  Philadelphia, 
Navy  hospital  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 
Navy  hospital  at  Brooklyn,  New- York, 
Navy  hospital  at  Pensacola,  Florida, 


102,994  56 
13,096,152  4a 

1,348,868  49 

54,013  86 

376,269  63 

33,734  16 

27,407  49 

71,573  47 

53,571  18 

5,124  29 

36,248  00 

150,877  45 

28,976  64 

24,879  04 

1,859  24 

272,552  96 

668,631  12 

879  89 

4,167  97 

62,666  08 

73,886  06 

3,944  10 

1,825  76 

27,300  00 

4,856  25 

26,000  00 

20,000  00 

12,800  00 


teXPfiNDITURES  IN  1833. 

Privateer  pension  fund,  • 

Agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  (prohibiting  slave  trade,) 
Purchase  of  a  bridge  at  Norfolk,           ... 
Survey  of  Narragansett  bay,        •         .         .         ! 
Compensating  board  of  officers  for  revising  rules,  &c.  of 
naval  service, 

Captors  of  Algerino  vessels,  .         .         ,    '      [ 

Relief  of  sundry  individuals,  .         .         .         [ 

Contingent  expenses  for  1831,      .         -         .         .' 
Contingent  expenses,  ....'. 

Contingent  expenses  not  enumerated,     . 
Arrearage  of  contingent  enumerated,  prior  to  1832,' 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps. 
Subsistence  on  shore,  ••...' 

Extra  emoluments  of  officei-s  of  marine  corps,' 
Allowances  to  certain  officers  of  the  marine  corpsi 
Clothing  for  the  marine  corps,     .... 
Medicines  and  hospital  stores  for  the  marine  corps,' 
Mihtary  stores  for  the  marine  corps,      . 
Fuel  for  the  marine  corps,  •..',' 

Contingent  ^xp«nses  of  the  marine  corps, 
Marme  barracks  at  Philadelphia, 

From  which  deduct  the  following  repayments : 
Navy  hospital  fund,  .         .        ^     *^  -^   -  - 

Navy  pension  fund, 
^vering  and  preserving  ships  in 
Timber  shed,  Portsmouth, 
Timber  shed,  New- York, 
Timber  docks  at   Washington,  Norfolk,  and 

xJoston,  .  ,  .  . 
Building  ten  sloops  of  war. 
Contingent  expenses  prior  to  1824, 
Contingent  expenses  1826, 
Contingent  expenses  1829, 
Contingent  expenses  1830, 
Contingent  expenses  not  enumerated  for  183li 


27 

1,014  36 

1,650  00 

16,000  00 

1,217  99 

4,512  56 

20  85 

6,795  97 

4.370  16 
268,644  39 

4,467  40 

3,292  88 

124,971  92 

13,645  52 

113  00 

18,337  28 

29,519  17 

2.371  25 
253  04 

10,641  57 

14,321  23 

3,000  00 

3,921,673  42 


ordinary. 


18,123  56 

415  35 

423  00 

511  61 

6  97 

1  00 
44  66 
67  73 

2  60 
191  36 
420  02 

8  81 

20,216  67 


-  Public  Debt. 

Interest  on  the  funded  debt, 

R^emptbnof  the  exchanged  4^  per  c^nt.  stock  of  26th' 

Redemption  of  the  5  per  cent,  stc^k  of  3d  March,  1821, 
Redemption  of  the  3  per  cent,  stock,     . 

Prmcipal  and  interest  of  Treasury  notes,      .* 
Paying  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt, 


3,901,356  75 

303,796  87 

1,001,633  30 

23,346  71 

213,886  56 

929  13 

50  81 


1,543,543  38 
924,257,298  49 
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Statbmbnt  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  American  and  Foreign  Tonnage 
entered  into,  and  departed  from,  each  District,  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  dOth  day  of  September,  1832. 


Americ&D. 

•          Foreign. 

Diitricti. 

Entered. 

Departed. 

Entered. 

Departed. 

Tons. 

Pissamaquoddy,  - 
Machias,      - 
Frenchman's  Bay, 

3,553 
117 

582 

4,222 

41 

270 

63,356 

42 

414 

63,274 
57S 

Penobecot,  - 

1,921 

1,592 

Waldoborough,     - 

825 

245 

Wiflcaaset,  - 

483 

567 

• 

Bath, 

8,319 

10,616 

39 

39 

Portland,     - 

39,975 

43,858 

563 

829 

Kennebimk, 

1,222 

1,977 

Belfast, 

1,488 

3,163 

Saco, 

91 

577 

York, 

Portsmouth, 

7,744 

4,777 

250 

250 

Vermont,     - 

14,430 

14,680 

Newburyport, 

6,964 

6,618 

68 

68 

Ipswich, 
Gloucester, 

3,833 

4,904 

80 

160 

Salem, 

16,357 

20,482 

Marblehead, 

1,977 

1,316 

Boston, 

136,369 

125,751 

21,442 

22,427 

Plymouth,    - 

2,393 

882 

44 

Barnstable, 

674 

101 

Nantucket, 

2,125 

115 

Edgartown, 

14,782 

4,126 

New  Bedford, 

26,346^ 

38,203 

339 

2,468 

Dighton, 

1,788 

1,741 

933 

553 

Newport,     - 

7,208 

5,232 

174 

1 

Bristol, 

7,621 

10,500 

9 

Providence, 

12,569 

10,940 

181 

80 

New  London, 

7,070 

10,147 

154 

Middletown, 

1,925 

1,332 

121 

121 

New  Hayen, 

7,678 

8,738 

107 

107 

Fairfield,     - 

608 

727 

139 

139 

New-York, 

298,127 

218,490 

102,358 

90,900 

Sag  Harbour, 

283 

Champlain, 

19,878 

19,960 

320 

320 

Oswego, 

337 

337 

868 

868 

Sacket's  Harbour, 

■ 

6,350 

1,307 

TONNAGE,  1882. 


STATEKENT— <2ontinued. 
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American. 

Foreign. 

Difltricti. 

Entertd. 

Departed. 

Entered. 

Departed. 

Tons. 

Genneseey    - 

8,811 

1,294 

2,442 

882 

Niagara,     - 

253 

160 

9,047 

9^047 

Cape  Vincent, 

803 

1,201 

1,446 

Perth  Amboj,      - 

1,340 

782 

572 

600 

Little  Egg  Harbour,     - 

225 

Bridgetown, 

125 

Great  Egg  Harbour,     - 

42 

Philadelphia, 

64,268 

46,726 

17,671 

14,131 

Delaware,   - 

213 

699 

2,525 

383 

Baltimore,   - 

50,936 

48,933 

20,957 

15,648 

Snow  Hill,  - 

424 

360 

Vienna, 

m 

87 

Greorgetown,  D.  C, 

1,071 

3,075 

Alexandria, 

6,411 

11,673 

2,239 

8,080 

Norfolk,      . 

10,630 

17384 

13,209 

12,778 

Petersburg, 

3,520 

6,519 

545 

Richmond,  - 

3,513 

23,905 

3,759 

6,06a 

Yorktown,  - 

87 

East  River, 

466 

231 

Tappahannock,    - 

485 

1,160 

Folly  Landing,     - 

696 

716 

Cherry  Stone, 

519 

868 

Wilmington, 

10,144 

14,464 

4,296 

2,980 

Newborn,    - 

2,102 

2,844 

80 

80 

Washington, 

1,099 

1,224 

158 

158 

Edenton,     - 

1,227 

2,256 

Camden, 

2,618 

3,508 

Pl3rmouth,  - 

627 

1,521 

100 

Beaufort,     .         .         . 

168 

99 

85 

Ocracoke,    - 

141 

356 

Charleston,  - 

19,995 

47,893 

82,974 

41,886 

Savannah,   - 

10,794 

42,157 

18,412 

21,085 

Brunswick, 

103 

623 

444 

582 

Pensacola,  .         .         . 

1,290 

1,878 

St.  Johns,    . 

205 

Appalachicola,     . 

664 

Key  West,  - 

4,972 

4,466 

615 

901 

Mobile, 

10,700 

18,764 

11,915 

12,384 

Mississippi, 

68,637 

88,236 

56,942 

59,620 

Cuyahoga,  - 

272 

269 

1,341 

1,841 

Sandusky,  . 

Total, 

5 

949,622 

974,865 

393,038 

387,505 

-^ 
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Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  American  and  Foreign  Tonnage 
entered  into,  and  departed  from,  each  District^  frpm  the  fint  day  of 
October,  1832,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1833, 


Districts. 


Passamaquoddy, 

Machiaa,     - 

Frenchman's  Bay 

Penobscot,  - 

Waldoborough 

Wiscaaset,  - 

Bath,  - 

Portland,     - 

Kennebunk» 

Belfast, 

Saco, 

York, 

Portsmouth, 

Vermont,    - 

Newburyport, 

Ipswich, 

Gloucester, 

Salem, 

Marblehead, 

Boston, 

Plymouth,   - 

Nantucket, 

Edgartown, 

New  Bedford, 

Barnstable, 

Dighton, 

Newport,     - 

Bristol, 

Providence, 

New-LfOndon, 

Middletown, 

New  Haven, 

Fairfield,     - 

New-York, 

Champlain, 

Oswego, 

Oswegatchie, 

Bufialo  Creek, 


American. 


Foreigai 


Entered. 


Departed.       Entered. 


Departed. 


Tons. 


3,889] 

3,438 

97,669 

97,669 

433 

96 

61 

273 

336 

» 

m 

323 

323 

4,517 

2,400 

363 

168 

« 

628 

227 

8,640 

10,694 

283 

233 

37,761 

42,823 

165 

237 

1,158 

1,813 

• 

V 

1,398 

3,546 

• 

184 

283 

• 

10,347 

6,002 

35,482 

36,106 

• 

6,884 

7,181 

' 

. 

88 

3,028 

3,2J62 

160 

160 

16,435 

17,918 

1,262 

1,749 

149,550 

130,012 

29,013 

27,813 

1,276 

603 

708 

■ 

49 

49 

13,179 

4,943 

150 

28,547 

34,459 

350 

2,414 

577 

1 

4,115 

882 

1,079 

1,349 

5,236 

6,115 

7,740 

10,374 

11,734 

9,543 

189 

189 

8,815 

9,280 

. 

335 

2,020 

919 

271 

271 

8,204 

7,797 

69 

734 

462 

314,409 

232,395 

106,099 

101,007 

31,940 

31,940 

55 

55 

6,480 

7,177 

10,043 

9,955 

7,172 

15,694 

3,920 

5,023 

57,107 

57,107 

I   2,074 

2,074 

TONNAGE,  1833. 
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33 


DistrietSi 


Sackett's  Harbour, 

Genesoe, 

Niagara, 

Capd  Vincent, 

Perth  Amboy, 

Philadelphia, 

Delaware,    - 

Baltimore^   - 

Snow  Hill,  - 

Vienna, 

Georgetown, 

Alexandria, 

Norfolk,      . 

Petersburg, 

Richmond,  • 

East  River, 

Tappahannocky 

Folly  landing 

Cherry  Stone, 

Wilmington^ 

Newbern,    - 

Washington, 

Edenton,     . 

Camden, 

Plymouth,   . 

Beaufort 

Ocracocke, 

Charleston, 

Savannah,   . 

Brunswick, 

Mobile, 

Mississippi, 

Cuyahoga,  . 

Sandusky,  . 

Pensacola,  • 

Appalachkjola, 

Key  W«t, 

Detroit, 


American. 


Foreign. 


Entered. 


E 


Total, 


13,«4^J 
4,838 
9,01*8 
9,408 

67,714 

68,170 
837 

408 

4,332 

8,341 

3,281 

2,108 

123 

596 

206 

648 

11,664 

2,555 

1,311 

1,118 

1,961 

635 

451 

335 

17,831 

10,780 

321 

11,238 

71,476 

607 

17 

930 

77 

1,821 

681 


1,111,441 


Departed. 


Enured.     Departed. 


Tons. 


14,930 

14,195 
1,329 
9,408 
1,424 

49,109 
186 

46,604 

290 

87 

2,031 

9,931 

23,144 
3,988 

17,020 

1,121 

427 

827 

22,493 

2,653 

2,832 

2,781 

3,045 

2,166 

8161 

1,368 

49,099 

39,662 

360 

29,067 

86,021 

8,041 

* 

2,310 

1,605 
644 


8,088 

31,214 

4,856 

24,336 

8,469 

24»186 


2,0^2 

13,314 

291 

1,279 


5,070 
39 

941 


88 

32,012 

20,780 

640 

9,918 

62,346 

4,066 

145 

96 

290 
524 


3,339 

27,257 

4,856 

22,378 

25,4J>T 


2,140 

17,199 

561 

4,103 

97 


4,704 
39 
94 


88 

37,478 

22,592 

640 

9,286 

60,580 

4,045 

80 

96 

249 
210 


1,142,160'  496,705  497,039 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1883—83. 


Statbmbnt  exhibiting  a  condensed  View  of  the  Tonnage  of  the  sereTal 
Districts  of  the  United  States  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1881. 


Diftricts. 


u 


*i 


« 


it 


N.  Hamp. 
Mass. 


Passamaquaddy,       -    Maine, 

Machias, 
Frenchman's  Bay, 

Penobscoty 

Belfast,  - 
Waldoborough 

Wiscasset, 

Bath,      - 

Portland, 

Saco, 

Kennebunk, 

York,     - 

Portsmouth, 

Newbury  port, 

Ipswich, 

Gloucester, 

Salemy    • 

Maxbleheadf 

Boston,   - 

Plymouth, 

Dighton, 

New  Bedford, 

Barnstable, 

Edgartown, 

Nantucket, 

Providence, 

Bristol,    - 

Newport, 

Middletown, 

New  London, 

New  Haven, 

Fairfield 

Vermont, 

Champlain, 

Sackett's  Harbour, 

Oswego, 

Niagara, 

Genesee, 

Oswegatchie,  - 

Buffalo  Creek 

Sag  Harbour, 

New.  York, 

Cape  Vincent, 

Perth  Amboy,         N 

Bridgetown,     - 

Burlington, 

Little  Egg  Harbour, 

Great  Egg  Harbour, 


« 
it 
u 
u 

St 


«< 


Registered    I  Enrolled    and  Total  tonna|«  of 
Tonnage.     |lioeneed  tonn.    each  dirtnct 


R.  Island. 


u 


Conn. 


u 


<i 


(( 


Verm't, 
N.Y. 


« 

u 
is 
ii 
if 
u 
a 


.  Jersey, 


a 
u 


a 


it 


5,952  20 

195  00 

920  24 

2,682  78 

4,087  12 

2,963  47 

1,653  62 

16,752  52 

9,598  12 

1,123  23 

8,625  15 

6,790  86 
10,487  65 

• 

2.762  06 
19,056  89 

1,309  31 
99,266  64 

9,940  44 

645  17 

56,614  56 

2,392  26 

1,777  731 
20,971  84 
12,589  31 

7,167  68 

4.763  00 
1,922  06 

11,977  62 

2,698  47 

466  23 

877  88 

2,417  88 

144  81 


5,918  55 
122457  92 

1,085  42 
31  87 


143  20 


Tons.  95thg. 
8,652  60 
3,868  88 
4,860  14 

17,316  68 

11,579  20 

19,446  29 
5,078  73 
9,484  65 

18,246  81 
2,847  77 
2,057  67 
879  33 
5,909  60 
7,172  23 
1,567  31 

10,076  68 
6,480  55 
5,605  50 

38,907  56 
7,935  54 
8,254  80 
7,434  80 

24,465  67 
842  79 
8,706  41 
4,338  69 
2,200  48 
3,104  88 
6,634  51 
5,888  33 
8,993  58 
7,769  50 


1,379 
731 


11 
16 


420  44 


8,018  78 

168,980  62^ 

165  28 

6,651  78 

10,688  65 

2,726  40 

2,886  85 

8,528  84 


9,604  60 

4,068  83 

5,280  38 

19,999  41 

15,666  82 

22,409  76 

6,927  40 

26,287  22 

22,844  9S 

8,471  05 

5,682  82 

879  33 

14,700  01 

17,659  88 

1,567  81 

12,838  74 

25,539  49 

6,914  81 

188,174  25 

17,876  03 

8,899  47 

64,049  41 

26,857  93 

2,620  57 

24,678  30 

16,928  05 

9,368  21 

7,867  38 

8,556  57 

17,866  00 

6,692  05 

8,285  78 

877  38 

2,417  88 

1,379  17 

875  47 

420  44 


8,982  88 

286,438  59 

165  28 

7,787  25 

10,720  27 

2,726  40 

3,886  85 

8,667  09 


TONNAGE,  1831. 
STATBHKHT— continued. 


BV 


Registered 

Enrolled  and  Total  tonnage  of 

Duitric 

iti. 

tonnage. 

licensed  tonn. 

each  district. 

Tons  95ibs. 

Philadelphia,  - 

Penn. 

51,293  79 

28,674  46 

79,968  30 

Pesque  Isle,   - 

u 

- 

550  87 

650  87 

Wilmington,  - 

Delaware, 

99  83 

13,452  14 

13,552  02 

Baltimore, 

Maryland, 

25,295  96 

17,967  68 

43,263  69 

Oxford, 

it 

- 

9,218  70 

9,218  70 

Vienna, 

u 

663  50 

10,884  13 

11,547  63 

Snow  Hill,     . 

»i 

• 

4,370  93 

4,370  92 

Annapolis, 

M 

m 

3,472  77 

3,472  77 

St.  Mary's,    - 

U 

. 

2,038  76 

2,038  76 

Georgetown,  - 

Dist.  Col. 

1,355  89 

4,042  40 

5,398  34 

Alexandria,  •  . 

t* 

4,716  29 

4,706  53 

9,422  82 

Norfolk, 

-  Virginia, 

4,581  27 

7,760  63 

12,841  90 

Petersburg,    - 

« 

2,633  91 

1,871  78 

4,505  74 

Richmond,     - 

« 

1,900  24 

2,075  34 

8,975  58 

Yorktown, 

" 

135  61 

1,330  08 

1,465  69 

Tappahannock, 

*        « 

1,636  83 

4,728  70 

6,365  58 

Folly  Landing, 

it 

433  33 

2,697  21 

3,130  54 

Cherrystone,  - 

u 

325  51 

1,504  55 

1,830  11 

East  River,    . 

M 

753  33 

2,974  16 

3,727  49 

Wilmington,  - 

.  N.  Car. 

8,696  04 

522  77 

9,218  81 

Newborn, 

<l 

931  29 

1,750  69 

2,682  03 

Washington,  • 

a 

1,186  87 

1,377  03 

2,568  90 

Edenton, 

u 

1,229  16 

3,728  46 

4,957  62 

Camden, 

4* 

2,557  76 

2,506  18 

5,063  94 

Beaufort, 

u 

530  00 

858  71 

1,388  71 

Plymouth, 

a 

318  11 

544  65 

862  76^ 

Ocracoke, 

** 

828  16 

57164 

1,399  8a 

Charleston,    - 

.  S.  Car. 

5,627  11 

7,481  61 

13,008  72 

Greorgetown,  - 

M 

275  77 

1,558  12 

1,833  8^ 

Beaufort, 

U 

Savannah, 

-  Georgia, 

4,474  69 

1,159  33 

5,684  07 

Sunbury, 

u 

Hardwick,     - 

tt 

Brunswick,    - 

M 

424  53 

490  72 

915  3a 

St.  Mary's,    - 

h               ** 

• 

525  61 

525  61 

Miami, 

.   Ohio. 

Cuyahoga^     - 

M 

126  80 

1,327  18 

1,454  08 

Sandusky, 

** 

• 

288  66 

288  66 

Detroit, 

Michigan, 

• 

1,202  50 

1,202  50 

Michilimackinac 

>    -        •* 

Mobile, 

Alabama, 

2,187  56 

3,923  68 

6,061  29 

Blakely, 
Pearl  River,  - 

« 

Mississippi, 

m 

930  49 

980  49 

New  Orleans, 

Louisiana, 

16,408  57 

38,998  80 

55,407  43 

Teche,. 

u 

Pensacola, 

-  Florida, 

119  02 

994  76 

1,113  78 

St.  Augu^ine, 
St  M$A%     - 

u 

• 

463  37 

463  37 

Key  West,    - 

it 

^tal, 

428  43 

380  32 

808  75 

Tc 

620,451  92 

647,394  32 

1,267,846  29 

€» 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—1833. 


Statement  exhibiting  a  condensed  View  of  the  Tonnage  of  the  several 
Districts  of  the  United  States,  on  the  last  day  of  December,  1832. 


Dietricti. 


Passamaquoddy,  Maine, 
Machias, 

Frenchman's  Bayi 
Penobscot,  - 

Belfast,        -        * 

Waldoborough,     . 

Wiscasset,  - 

Bath,  -  •      - 

Portland, 

Saco, 

Kennebunk,  • 

York, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H«, 

Newburyport,  Mass., 

Ipswich, 

Gloucester, 

Salem,         -        <* 

Marblebead, 

Boston, 

Plymouth,    - 

Dighton, 

New  Bedford, 

Barnstable, 

Edgartown, 

Nantucket, 

Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Bristol, 

Newport,    - 

Middletown,  Conn. 

New  London, 

New  Haven, 

Fairfield,     • 

Vermont,  Vermont, 

Champlain^  New- York, 

Sackett's  Harbour, 

Oswego, 

Genesee, 

Oswegatchie, 

Buffalo  Creek, 

Sag  Harbour, 

New- York, 

Cape  Vincent, 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J., 

Bridgetown, 

Burlington,  - 

Little  Egg  Harbour, 

Great  Egg  Harbour, 


Registered  ion.  |  Enrolled  and  li- 
nage, loenced   tonnage. 


Total  Tonnage 
of  each  district. 


Tons  and  95th8. 


7,616  84 

6,864  86 

13,370  74 

236  86 

4,911  18 

5,147  08 

1,000  69 

6,107  76 

7,108  39 

8,630  82 

18,684  87 

22,115  74 

6,018  73 

13,557  91 

18,576  69 

8,766  26 

21,181  93 

24,948  23 

1,706  40 

5,382  15 

7,088  55 

21,846  29 

11,634  20 

33,480  49 

83,174  80 

14,767  48 

47,942  88 

2,061  19 

2,818  10 

4,879  29 

4,620  49 

2,350  18 

6,979  67 

- 

1,077  18 

1,077  18 

10,436  83 

6,690  66 

17,126  54 

11,854  00 

8,277  90 

20,131  90 

140  10 

1,622  80 

1,762  90 

3,306  67 

9,960  52 

18,266  14 

21,476  76 

8,817  24 

80,293  04 

1,364  18 

5,834  85 

7,199  09 

113,877  78 

67,168  06 

171,045  84 

0,133  64 

8,636  28 

17,669  82 

1,167  87 

3,469  56 

4,637  48 

68,808  70 

7,741  38 

70,560  11 

3,186  60 

24,966  69 

28,158  84 

1,807  70 

825  64 

2,638  89 

24,386  49 

4,194  40 

28,680  89 

13,626  64 

5,509  87 

19,136  46 

10,747  71 

2,131  09 

12,879  45 

6,789  48 

2,801  78 

8,691  26 

1,870  20 

7,860  39 

9,730  59 

16,749  78 

8,476  46 

24,225  49 

8,026  68 

5,003  76 

8,030  37 

422  09 

10,470  28 

10,892  29 

968  90 

562  09 

1,531  04 

2,417  38 

• 

2,417  88 

1,660  17 

1,660  17 

1,249  47 

1,249  47 

601  84 

601  84 

678  02 

678  02 

3,736  71 

3,736  71 

6,235  20 

8,286  79 

.   9,471  89 

129,807  62 

169,524  92 

298,882  59 

. 

561  53 

561  53 

256  28 

6,888  87 

7,095  20 

« 

12,690  67 

12,690  67 

- 

2,568  08 

2,563  08 

* 

1,545  56 

1,545  55 

• 

9,248  93 

9,248  93 

TONNAGE. 
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STATEMENT^— continued. 


Distriets. 


i  Registered  ton.  i  Enrolled  and  li- 
ntige,  Iceneed  tonnajj^e. 


Philadelphia,  Penn. 
Presque  Isle, 
Pittsburgh,  - 
Wilmington,  Delaware, 
Baltimore,  Maryland, 
Oxford, 
Vienna, 
Snow  Hill,  - 
Annapolis,  • 
St.  Mary's, 
Georgetown,  D.  C, 
Alexandria, 
Norfolk,  Virginia, 
Petersburg, 
Richmond,  <» 
Yorktown,  - 
Tappahannock,    . 
Folly  Landing,     - 
Cherry  Stone, 
East  River, 
Wilmington,  N.  Carolina, 
Newbern,    - 
Washington, 
£^enton, 

Camden,      •         • 
Beaufort,     . 
Plymouth,   - 
Ocracoke,    - 
Charleston,  S.  Carolina, 
Georgetown, 
Savannah,  Georgia, 
Brunswick, 
St.  Mary's  - 
Cuyahoga,  Ohio, 
Cincinnati,  - 
Sandusky,   - 
^fashville,  Tennessee, 
Detroit,  Michigan, 
Mobile,  Alabama, 
Pearl  River,  Mississippi, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
Pensacola.  Florida, 
St.  Augustine,      -         .  j 
Key  West,  - 

Total, 


Total  tonnage  of 
each  district. 


Tons  and  95ih8. 


45,956  32 

.  31,147  05 

77,103  37 

. 

966  86 

966  86 

• 

10,091  78 

10,091  78 

. 

13,205  64 

13,2o5  64 

28,502  70 

20,626  44 

47,129  19 

m 

9,911  46 

9,911  46 

750  69 

12,378  75 

13,129  49 

147  85 

4,722  90 

4,870  80 

. 

3,523  69 

3,523  69 

■ 

2,137  92 

2,137  92 

•1,474  35 

5,151  49 

6,625  34 

5,382  -59 

5,217  05 

10,599  64 

«  6,100  34 

9,690  04 

15,790  38 

2,761  01 

1,870  37 

4,631  38 

2,257  04 

2,687  71 

4,944  75 

. 

1,681  52 

1,681  52 

1,631  15 

6,517  55 

7,148  70 

152  05 

8,190  71 

3,342  76 

92  39 

2,026  72 

2,119  16 

41^  790  76 

3,327  89 

4,118  70 

9,699  05 

456  24 

9,165  29 

909  09 

2,230  11 

3,139  20 

1,580  11 

1,363  49 

2,943  60 

1,217  64 

4,343  74 

5,561  43 

2,518  33 

4,236  72 

6,755  10 

599  15 

988  64 

1,587  79 

723  40 

•   389  82 

1,113  27 

1,176  17 

710  17 

1,886  34 

5,502  87 

7,741  28 

13,244  15 

334  29 

1,982  28 

2,316  57 

3,608  47 

3,146  22 

6,754  69 

4|||ai6  46 

406  58 

823  09 

487  10 

636  53 

1,073  63 

1,967  21 

1,967  21 

7,589  26 

7,589  26 

127  25 

127  25 

3,047  01 

3,047  01 

1,753  74 

1,753  74 

2,330  83 

4,909  43 

7,240  31 

• 

926  43 

926  43 

21,888  88 

39,282  81 

61,171  74 

320  85 

-  1,144  06 

1,464  91 

81  44 

364  83 

446  32 

796  53 

295  19 

1,091  72 

686,989  77i   752,460  39  1,439,450  21 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—83, 


A  comparative  view  of  the  Registered,  Enrolled,  and  Licensed  Ton- 
nage  of  the  United  States  from  1815  to  1832,  inclusive. 


Yean. 

Registered  tonnage. 

Enrolled  and  licensed 
tonnafjre. 

Total  tonnage. 

Tons  and  95th8. 

1815 

854,294  74 

513,833  04 

1,368427  78 

1818 

800,759  63 

571,458  85 

1,372,218  53 

1817 

809,724  70 

590,186  66 

1,399,911  41 

1818 

606,088  64 

609,095  51 

1,225,184  20 

1819 

612,930  44 

647,821  17 

1,260,751  61 

1820 

619,047  53 

661,118  66 

1,280,166  24 

1821 

619,096  40 

679,062  30 

1,298,958  70 

1822 

628,150  41 

696,548  71 

1,324,699  17 

1823 

639,920  76 

696,644  87 

1,336,565  68 

1824 

669,972  60 

719,190  37 

1,389,163  02 

1825 

700,787  08 

722,323  69 

1,423,111  77 

1826 

737,978  15 

796,212  68 

1,534,190  83 

1827 

747,170  44 

873,437  34 

1,620,607  78 

1828 

812,619  37 

928,772  50 

1,741,391  87 

1829 

650,142  88 

610  654  88 

1,260,977  81 

1830 

576,475  33 

615,301  10 

1,191,776  43 

1831 

620,451  92 

647,394  32 

1,267,846  29 

1832 

686,989  77 

752,460  39 

1,439,450  21 

- 

•► 

Recapitulatiow  of  the  Tonnage  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1831. 

Registered  Tonnage. 

Tons.  95thfl. 
The  registered  vessels  employed  in  foreign  trade  at  tlie 

close  of  the  year  1831, 620,451  93 

Enrolled  and  Licensed  Tonnage. 

The  enrolled  vessels  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  at  the  close  of  the  year  1831,    -  516,086  18 
The  licensed  vessels  under  twenty  tons.  do.       23,637  56 


w 


539,728  74 


Fishing  Vessels. 

The  enrolled  vessels  employed  in  the  cod 

fishery,         

Do.  do*  mackerel  fishery. 

Do.  do.  whale  fishery, 

The  licensed  under  twenty  tons  employed  in 
tlie  cod  fishery,    -        •        -        - 


57,238  55 

46,210  80 

481  82 

3,739  26 


107,670  63 


Total  tons 


1,267,846  29 


The  registered  tonnage  employed,  other  than  in  the  whale 

fishery,  during  the  year  1831,  .... 

Employed  in  the  whale  fishery,    ..... 

As  above        620,451  92 


538,;i36  13 
82,315  79 


TONNAGE,  1831. 
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Tlie  increase  of  Registered  Tonnage  is  shown  as  follows : 


Regifltored  Vessels. 

Registered 
Tonnage. 

Ships. 

66 

66 

9 
9 

7 

41 

66 

Brigs. 

72 
72 

21 
53 
23 

72 

Schr»s. 

Sloops. 

8teani. 
boats. 

Tons.95ths. 

Built  during  the  year,  1831, 

45 
45 

7 

4 

45,720  83 

7 

4 

45,720  88 

Sold  to  foreigners  in  1831, 
X^eet  at  sea  in  the  year  1831, 
Cocdenrmed  as  unseaworthy. 
The  difference  in  favour  of  in- 
creased registered  tonnage  is, 

31 

48 
5 

7 
3 
2 

m 

4 

9,750  05 

17,446  38 

7,288  20 

11,236  20 

• 

45 

7          4 

46,720  83 

The  difference  in  the  enrolled 
The  actual  increase  of  tonna£ 

tonnage  hrought  down, 
;e  appears  to  be, 

- 

3,738  67 
76,069  81 

The  increase  of  Enrolled  and  Licensed  Tonnage,  is  shown  as  follows : 


Built  during  the  year,  1831, 


Sold  to  foreigners  in  1831, 
Lost  at  sea  in  the  year,  1831, 
Condemned  as  unseaworthy. 
The  difference  in  favour  of  in- 
creased enrolled  tonnage  is, 


Enrolled  Vessels. 


Ships, 


6 


6 


6 


Brigs. 


23 


23 


Sch'rs. 


19 


23 


371 


371 


61 
296 


371 


®^^^P*-|b^'|To".95th.. 


87 


87 


17 
16 

54 


30 


Enrolled 
Tonnage. 


30 


40,241  80 


40,241  80 


6,361  83 
1,571  10 


30  32,308  82 


87  I  30  |40,241  80 


/-.. 


44 


ANNUAL   REGISTER,  1883—33. 


00 
00 


_5 


I 


•S   ^ 

o»    00 
g   » 


CQ 

00 

01 


o 

CO 


00  ^ 
00  00 

O  00 


I* 
t- 

o» 

00 

0» 

00 

CD 


.     ^  CO 
^     O  CQ 

u?     O)  CZ) 


Oi  CI  i^  ^ 

1-4   t*  ^   lO 

»ft  b-  >^  « 
W  (N  i^  O 


CO 
00 


H       »7 
O      as 


*-'       at    J 

a  8^ 


0) 


K 
W 

B 

S 

e 


I 

.a 

I 

'El 

§ 

J53 


lill 


1 


■a  o  o  o 


<s 


> 


1 

09 


O 


O   V 


I 

boo 


il 


TONNAGE,  1832. 


45 


CO 


GO 

«? 
CD 


CO 

d 


I* 

00 

o 


o 

00 


I 

.9 


TO 

OD 


Ob  t« 

00  Od 


00  GO 

Oi  to 


<D  i-< 
CO  kO 

00  d 

CO  o 

^  CO 


II 


I 


^ 


O  '^  1-4  ^ 

» i>  »o  t* 

»0  t*  Ol  (N 

CD 

00 

d 
1> 


"16  1 

-S  *  '^ 

c?  ai  D  S 
IX  ^  o  S 


s 

•5 

SP 


ro  O  O  O 
03  «X3  73  ro 
CD 


-s 


o  o  o 


QQQ 


o 
^ 


i 


0} 

I 

3 

I 

CD 

O 

■♦* 

to 

■B 


8 


«r2 

4-* 

«Pco 
^  o 

s  ^ 

^  s 
©  s 

^9  § 

sp-s 

'O  S 

1  2 

•53   o 

c^  pxa 
OH 


46 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—83. 


The  increase  of  the  Registered  Tonnage  for  the  year  1832,  is  shown 

'     as  follows : 


Registered  vessels. 

Refpstered 
tonnage. 

Ships. 
124 

Brigs. 
93 

Schr>. 

Sloops. 

Steam, 
boats. 

Tons.95tbs. 

There  were  built  in  1832, 

67 

7 

1 

72,982  47 

There  were  sold  to  foreigners, 
There  were  lost  at  sea. 
There  were    condemned  as 

nnseaworthj. 
Difference  in  favour  of  real 

increase  of  registered  ton- 

nage, 

4 
25 

3 

92 
124 

9 
39 

18 

27 
93 

18 
24 

10 
15 

4 
3 

• 
• 

m 
m 

m 
1 

6,083  41 
18,901  17 

4,906  76 
43,091  09 

67 

7 

1 

72,982  47 

The  increase  of  the  enrolled  tonnage  for  the  year  1832,  is  shown  as 

follows : 


There  were  built  in  1832, 

There  were  sold  to  foreigners. 
There  were  lost  at  sea, 
There  were  condemned    as 

unseaworthy, 
Difference  in  favour  of  real 
increase  of  enrolled  ton- 
nage,        m  *  m 


Enrolled  vessels. 


Ships, 


8 


8 


Brigs. 


50 


43 
60 


Schr's. 


501 


51 


16 


434 

soT 


S^-HtoaU.- 


115 


25 


22 


68 
116 


99 


99 
99 


Enrolled 
tonnage. 


Tons.95tbe. 


71,556  64 


5,694  78 
1,970  21 

63,891  60 
71,556  64 
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Summary  Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States,  commencing  on  the  Ist 
day  of  October,  1831,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1832 


zinc, 


VALUE  OP  MSBCHANOISE  FBBE  OP  DUTT. 

Articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,     - 

ArHeles  specially  imported  for  incorporated  philosophical 

societies^ 

Philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  &c. 

Books,  maps,  and  charts, 

Statuary,  busts,  casts,  and  specimens  of  sculpture, 

Paintings,  drawings,  etchings,  and  engravings. 

Cabinets  of  coins  and  gems,     . 

Medals  and  collections  of  antiquity. 
Specimens  of  botany,     ... 
Modeb  of  invention  and  machinery. 
Anatomical  preparations. 
Antimony,  regulus  o^    - 
Lapis  calaminaris,  teutenegue,  spelter,  or 
Burr  stones,  unwrought. 
Brimstone  and  sulphur, 
Cork  tree,  bark  of. 
Clay,  unwrought. 
Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth. 
Furs  of  all  kinds. 
Hides  and  skins,  raw,     . 
Plaster  of  Paris,  - 
Barilla,        ... 
Wood,  dye, 

Do.     unmanufactured  mahogany  and  other. 
Animals  for  breed, 
Pewter,  old. 

Tin  in  pigs  and  bars,     - 
Brass  in  pigs  and  bars, 

Do.      old. 
Copper  in  pigs  and  bars, 
i   Do.  in  plates,  suited  to  the  sheathing  of 

Do.  for  the  use  of  the  mint. 

Do.  old,  fit  only  for  re-manufacture. 
Bullion,  gold, 

Do.     silver. 
Specie,  gold. 

Do.  silver. 
All  other  articles. 


ships, 


814 


7,160 

10,969 

3,325 

50 

8,862 

80 
128 
15,692 
18,767 
31,036 
61,177 
3,211 
14,211 
466,387 
335,577 
4,680,128 
104,745 
78,990 
418,386 
317,836 
24,451 
3,139 
125,531 
6 
4,447 
752,937 
624,340 
20,490 
177,427 
102,021 
736,711 
614,665 
4,454,107 
31,650 


Total, 


14,249^53 
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VALTTB  OF  MBRCHANDISB  SUBJECT  TO  DUTIES  AO  VALOREM.  * 

Manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  a  component  material,*- 

Not  exceeding  60  cents  per  square  yard,           -         •  9i4,631 

Exceeding  50  and  not  exceeding  100  cents  per  do.      -  2,262^93 

Do.       100               do.              250           do.            -  1,804,701 

Do.       250              do.             400          do.            -  78,006 

Do.       400  cents  per  square  yard,         -        -        •  12,310 

Blankets, 602,796 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits,  and  bindings,           .         -         .  260,563 

Hats  and  caps, 59,836 

Bombasins,    -         - 327,623 

Worsted  stuff  goods 2,615,124 

All  other  manufactures  of,       -         •         -         -         -  351,132 

Cotton — Printed  or  coloured, 6,355,475 

White,          -         .         ...        .         .  2,258,672 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits,  and  bindings,          .         -  1,035,513 

Twist,  yam,  and  thread,         ....  316,122 

Nankeens, 120,629 

All  other  manufactures  of,      -         -        -         -  313,242 
Silks  from  India,  China,  ^^c. — 

Piece  goods, 2,564,262 

Sewing  silk,        -        -         -        -         .         .         .  129,134 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  binding,          -         •        -  455 

Other  articles, 2,481 

Silks  from  other  places. — 

Piece  goods, 4,000,010 

Sewing  silk,       .         -         -         -         -         -         •  5524J41 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings,        -         •         -  204,635 

Other  articles, 1,641,348 

Lace,  silk, 53,146 

Do.  thread, 160,948 

Do.  cotton,     -         -         -         -         -         -         -         •  632,319 

Do.  coach, 3,603 

Flax,  linens  bleached  and  unbleached,           ...  3,391,503 

Do.  checks  and  stripes,     -         -         -       -  -         -         -  37,056 

Do.  other  manufactures  of, 644,605 

Hemp,  ticklcnburgs,  osnaburgs  and  burlaps,           -         -  366,320 

Do.    sheeting  brown, 305,896 

Do.        white, 40,131 

Do.    other  manufactures  of,       -         -         -         -         -  84,114 

Clothing  ready  made,          - 120,443 

Hats,  caps,  <S&c.  of  Leghorn,  chip,  straw,  grass,  d^c.       -  193,591 
iron  and  iron  and  steel. — 

Side  arms  and  fire  arms,  other  than  muskets  and  rifles,  305,205 

Drawing  knives,  axes,  adzes,  and  socket  chisels,        -  62,774 

Bridle  bits  of  every  description,       -         -         -         .  99,977 

Steelyards,  scalebeams,  and  vises,  ....  67,613 
Cutting  knives,  sickles,  scythes,  reaping  hooks,  spades 

and  shovels, 133,677 


IMPORTS,  18S2. 
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STATSMXifT^-continued. 

Screwf  weighing  25  lbs.  or  upwards,  ^    - 

Wood  screws,      .------  183,968 

Other  articles,  not  specified,            ....  8,894,298 

Copper,  vessels, 6,108 

all  other  manufactures,            ....  86,404 

Gold  and  silver  lace, 9,827 

watches  and  parts  ofi            '        .'         "  767,672 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of 

pearls,  dec.      .         .         •         -         -  82,895 

Wares,  glass,  not  subject  to  specific  duties,  ...  867,081 

China,  or  porcelain, 166,478 

earthen  and  stone,   -        -        «        «         -        «  1*857,542 

japanned,        - •*  57,656 

plated, ^  801,189 

gilt, ,         ,        .  180,498 

Brass,       -         - 789,548 

Tin, X9,828 

Pewter  and  lead,  except  shot, 26,748 

Wood,  including  cabinet  ware,     .         *        •         -         -  174,268 

Leather,  including  saddles,  bridles  and  harness,     «        •  649,418 

Plated  saddlery,  coach  and  harness  fiirniture,        -         -  109,651 

Marble,  and  manufiustures  of^       -         •         «         •*        «  29,191 

Square  wire,  used  for  umbrella  stretchers,    ,        «        ^  48,098 

Ciphering  slates,        -.•-••-  9,375 

Prepared  quills, 30401 

Black  lead  pencils, -  4,721 

Paper  hangings, *  98,878 

Brushes  of  all  kinds,           .-•.,*  24,140 

Hair  seating, 82,818 

Bolting  cloths, -  52,267 

Copper  bottoms,  cut  round,  raised  to  the  edge,  &o.         «  8,826 

Quicksilver, 268,347 

Brass,  in  plates, 18,144 

Tin,  in  plates,  -         .         -     • 625,417 

Crude  saltpetre, 427,028 

Lead  ore,  .--•-••• 

Opium, 248384 

RawsUk, 48,988 

Articles  not  epecially  enumerated — 

at  12^  per  cent.       •        -  943,062 

at  15        do.            .         -  3,975,604 

at  20         do.            -  141,029 

at  25        do.            -         -  109,972 

at  30        do.            -         -  646,219 

at  33^       do.            -         -  3327 

at  35         do.            -         -  6,477 

at  40         do.  619 

at  45        do.            -         -  267 

at  50         do,            .  -      -  4»295 

Q  52,777381 


60 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—33. 


SPECIES  OF  MIBCHANDISE  PAYING  SPECIFIC  RATES  OF  DITTT. 


H 


U 


gallons. 


Manufactures  of  wool,  not  exceeding  33  J  cts. 

per  sq.  yd.,  sq.  yds. 

Carpeting,  Brussels,  Turkey,  and  Wil-  ** 

ton,  .         .         .        M 

Venetian  and  ingrain,   .        « 

all  other  of  wool,  flax,  hemp  « 

or  cotton,  .        .        m 

Patent  painted  or  stained  floor  cloth,       ** 

Oil  cloth,  other  than  patent  floor  cloth,  ** 

Furniture  oil  cloth, 

Floor  matting  of  flags  or  other  materials  ** 
Sail  duck,  - 

Cotton  bagging,  -         .         . 
Wines,  Madeira,  in  casks,     . 

'  in  bottles, 
Sherry,   in  casks, 

in  bottles,   . 
Red,  of  France  and -Spain, 

of  France,  Spain,  &c.  not 

enumerated, 
of  Sicily  and  other -coun«  *« 
tries,  in  casks, 
in  bottles. 
Spirits,  from  grain, 

from  other  materials, 
Molasses,  . 
Beer,  ale,  and  porter. 
Vinegar,     - 
Oil,  spermaceti, 

whale  and  other  fbh, 
olive,  in  casks, 
castor, 
linseed, 
rapeseed, 
hempseed. 

Teas,  Bohea,       -         .         .         ,    pounds. 
Souchong, 
hyson  skin, 
hyson, 
imperial. 
Coffee, 
Cocoa, 
Chocolate, 
Sugar,  brown, 
white, 

candy  and  loaf, 
other  refined, 


u 

€1 


u 

it 

U 
M 
U 
it 
<( 
M 
« 
U 
(I 
ti 
it 


it 
it 
ti 

ti 
u 
u 
it 
ti 
it 
a 
it 


QuaDtitj. 
1,868,&44 

144,066 
512,793 

814 

25,488 

2,957 

51,859 

109,858 

2,703,628 

803,489 

120,715 

13,417 

40,551 

372 

2,062,396 

2,781,043 

685,690 

241,372 

689,605 

2,120,535 

15,860,553 

71,343 

57,580 

52 

421 

91,827 

87 

719,898 

240 

348 

637,341 

2,960,764 

1,345,600 

4,142,919 

819,982 

91,722,329 

1,622,366 

6,342 

60,117,717 

6,334,571 

36,479 

124 


ValQc. 
503,193 

210,335 
346^9 

851 
25,394 
1,162 
13,411 
12,169 
776,191 
87,966 

244,738 

55,134 
445,570 

923,341 

718,696 

321,903 

1,043,115 

2,524,281 

73,733 

11,161 


433,733 


2,788,353 


9,099,464 

83,596 

2,021 

2,536,441 

397,247 

2,916 

15 


• « • 

4   " 
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STATBMBirr-Msontinued . 


Fruits,  almonds, 

curraots, 

prunes,    - 

figs, 

rasins,  in  jars, 
other, 
Spices,  ginger,     - 

cayenne  pepperi 

mace, 

nutmegs, 

cinnamon, 

cloves, 

black  pepper, 

pimento,  - 

cassia. 
Candles,  spermaceti  and  wax 

tallow,  - 
Cheese, 
Soap, 
Tallow, 
Lard, 

Beef  and  pork,    - 
Bacon, 

Butter,       •        » 
Saltpetre,    - 
Vitriol,  blue  or  Roman 

oil  of, 
Camphor,  crude, 

refined, 
Salts,  Epsom, 

Glauber,    -     « 
Tobacco,  manufactured 

snuff  and  segars, 
Bnuff, 
Indigo, 
Cotton, 
Gunpowderj 
Bristles, 
Glue, 
Ochre,  dry 

in  oil. 
White  and  red  lead. 
Whiting  and  Paris  white, 
Orange  mineral, 
Sugar  of  lead, 
Lead,  bar,  sheet,  and  pig, 

shot. 
Cordage,  tarred  and  cables. 


other  than 


pounds* 


U 
(i 
M 
M 
M 
M 
(f 
M 
« 
it 

« 
<« 
it 
U 
ti 
*i 
ti 
it 
ti 
it 

a 
it 
tt 
it 
it 
u 
tt 
ti 

tt 
ti 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
u 

M 
ti 

ii 
ti 
it 


Quantity. 

1,606,762 

287,887 

261,777 

678,012 

2,615,668 

1,767,679 

2,876 

.  1,024 

2,144 

46,802 

10,567 

102,707 

2,765,021 

1,106,775 

476,079 

2,743 

174,531 

198,709 

768,645 

225,920 


1,401 

1,284 

1,114,827 

442,688 

33,032 

410,206 

310,673 

1,527,986 

240 

557,781 

340,465 

367 

353,563 

5,333,588 

8,563 

2,459,301 


Ytlas. 


463,988 


306,013 


1,072 

12,235 

20,073 

46,095 

12,445 

41 

2,115 

2,204 

592 

31 

313 

6,317 

41 

226 

664 

078|179 

84,620 

9^382 

110^722 

27,373 

25,678 

85 

80,701 

2,711 

22 

40,611 

124,311 

321 

116,389 
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0tATBJUNT--continued. 


pounds. 


M 
M 
■M 
U 
H 


Cordage,  uotarred  and  yarn. 
Twine,  packthread  and  seines, 
Corks,        .... 
Copper,  rods  and  bolts, 

nails  and  spikes. 
Fire  arms,  muskets,     • 

rifles. 

Iron,  and  steel  wire,  not  above  No.  14,   << 

above        No.  14,   ** 

tacks,  brads,  dsc.  not  above  16  oz. 
{»erM.  Mv 

above      16  oz.    ** 

nails,  .        -        -        -        « 

spikes,         .         .        -        -        « 

cables  and  chains,  or  parts  thereof^ 

mill  cranks, 

fenill  saws,    - 

anchors, 

anvils,         ^ 

hammers  and  sledges, 

castings, 

brazier's  rods, 

nail  rods,     - 

sheet  and  hoop,    - 

slit  or  rolled, 

gig»    - 
ar  and  bolt,  rolled, 

hammered, 

slabs,  blooms,  &c. 

Steel,         ^        .        -        -        -      cwt. 

Hemp, 

Flax,  unmanu&etured, 

Wool,        do.     * 

Alum,         -        ^ 

Copperas,   - 

Wheat  flour. 

Salt, 

Coal,    • 

Wheat,       . 

Oats, 

Potatoes,    . 

Papei^  folio, 

ibolscap,  - 

printing,  - 

sheathmg, 

all  other. 


No. 

pounds. 
ti 

a 
u 
u 
it 
u 
a 

cwt. 

u 

pounds. 


•  pounds 
cwt. 

•  bushels. 
•« 

M 
H 

.  pounds. 

M 

m 

M 
M 


Qaaatity. 

79,129 

452,850 

235,054 

16,794 

5,010 

4,399 

23 

243,390 

-     419,605 

30,388 

2,497 

746,544 

150,623 

2,454,360 

4,121 

78,921 

1,393,295 

90,637 

2,999,039 

525,313 

126,542 

6,391,578 

7,334 

203,025 

427,745 

85,456,164 

54,929 

150,739 

1,837 

4,042,838 

78 

448 

9 

5,041,326 

2,043,389 

1,168 

1,187 

45,816 

20,449 

752,322 

4,829 

9,394 

38,928 


Value. 

8»999 

95,772 

52,252 

3,077 

1,069 

14,239 

849 

91,069 


3,394 

47,130 

5,635 

106,576 

11,964 

4,087 

77,139 

3,669 

59,545 

13,727 

2,063 

182,559 

176 

222,303 

701,549 

1,929,493 

645,510 

866,865 

16,194 

698,721 

1,206 

458 

29 

634,910 

211,017 

1,151 

331 

18,436 


136,556 
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U 
it 


groce. 


a 
u 


No- 


a 


STATEMSKT— continued. 

Booksy  printed  previous  to  1776,         volumes, 
in  other  languages  than  English,  &c.  ^ 

Latin  or  Greek,      pounds, 
all  other,    • 
Glass  ware,  cut  and  not  specified, 

all  other  articles,    • 
Glass,  apothecaries'  vials,  not  above 
6  oz.,  and  less,     •         •         •         • 
above  6  and  not  above  8  oz.     . 
bottles,  not  above  1  quart, 
above  1,  and  not  above  2  quarts 

2,        do.  1  gal. 

demijohns,      .         •         •         • 
ivindow,  not  above  8  by  10 

inches,         •         •         .100  sq.  fl. 
10  by  12  do. 
above  10  by  12  and  not  above 

10  by  15,     . 
above  10  by  15, 
uncut,  in  plates. 
Fish,  dried,     •         •         »         • 
salmon, 
mackerel, 
all  other. 
Shoes  and  slippers,  silk,    .         • 

prunelle,  and  other  of  stuff*,  &c. 
leather,  &c.,  for  men  and  women, 
children's. 
Boots  and  bootees,  . 
Segars,  •         •         •         • 

Playing  cards, 

Koofing  slates,  not  exceeding  12  by  6 
inchei^        •        .        •        • 

12  by  14  do. 
14  by  16  do. 
16  by  18  do. 
18  by  20  do. 
20  by  24  do. 
above  20  by  24  do. 

Value  of  merchandise,  subject    to 
specific  rates  of  duty,  • 
Do.  do.    ad  valorem  do. 

Do.  firee  of  duty. 

Total  value. 


pairs. 
'ti 


u 


Quantity. 

954 

70,920 

8,085 

86,703 

24,221 

1,060,291 


394 
469 


Value. 

133,626 

10,079 
128,175 

3,237 

119,835 
17,013 


63,241 


28,584 


17,170 

3,428 

473,134 

176 


81,732 


34,002,432 
52,777,381 
14,249,453 

101,029,266 
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SuMM ABY  Statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States  in  American  and  Foreiga 
Vessels,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1832,  and  ending  od 
the  dOth  day  of  September,  1833. 


XSECHANJDISB  FREE  OF  DUT7. 

Articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  U.  States, 

♦ 

Articles  specially  imported  for  incorporated 
philosophical  societies. 
Philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  &c.. 
Books,  maps,  and  charts, 
Statuary,  busts,  casts,  and  specimens  of 

sculpture,  .... 

Paintings,  drawings,  &c.. 
Cabinets  of  coins  and  gems,    . 
Medals  and  collections  of  antiquity. 


Specimens  of  botany,   - 
Models  of  invention  and  machinery. 
Anatomical  preparations, 
Antiipony,  regulus  of^ 

Lapis  calaminaris,  teutenegue,  spelter  or  zinc, 
Burr  stones,  unwrought, 
Brimstone  and  sulphur, 
Bark  of  the  cork  tree. 
Clay,  unwrought, 
Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth. 
Furs,  undressed,  - 
Hides  and  skins,  undressed, 
Plaster  of  Paris,  - 
Barilla,       ... 
Dye  wood. 

Unmanufactured  mahogany. 
Animals  for  breed, 
all  other. 
Pewter,  old. 
Tin  in  pigs  and  bars,    . 
Brass  in  pigs  and  bars, 

old,  - 
Copper  in  pigs  and  bars, 

in  plates  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships, 

for  the  use  of  the  Mint, 

old,  fit  only  o  be  remanufactured. 
Bullion,  gold, 

silver,    - 
Specie,  gold, 

silvjer. 

Teas  from  China,  India,  &c.,  •      pounds 

CoflTee, 


u 


Quaatity. 

Value. 

1,885 

1,215 

19,729 

405 

1,222 

30 

16,644 

20 

109 

16,984 

68,899 

22,788 

21,160 

2,694 

14,221 

411,785 

233,339 

3,588,819 

205,698 

49,177 

489,911 

275,636 

15,283 

54,819 

2,156 

235,036 

72 

2,346 

575,103 

824,405 

5,685 

144,931 

48,267 

297,840 

563,585 

6,160,676 

12,588,640 

4,779,849 

66,628,900 

6,997,051 
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STATBMBNT— continued. 


Cocoa» 

Fruits,  almonds, 
currants, 
prunes,     - 

raisina  in  jars, 
all  other. 

Camphor,    . 

Spices,  mace, 

nutmegs,  • 
cinnanxm, 
cloves, 
p^per,     - 
pimento,  - 
cassia, 
ginger,     - 

All  other  free  articles, 


pounds. 
it 
it 

u 
a 

M 

a 
u 
u 
u 
«< 
« 
a 
It 
it 
ti 
u 


Quantity. 

2,333,804 

1,162,917 

503,496 

279,196 

668,760 

2,203,871 

2,835,953 

6,678 

106,538 

31,960 

206,646 

6,042,064 

2,194,176 

961^946 

246,958 


Total. 


ValM. 

157,504 
82,862 
21,683 
25,230 
23,413 

151,923 
62,811 
86,821 
7,979 
92,185 
45,253 
46,357 

255,764 

166,827 

88,646 

^     20,368 

4,963,065 

32,447,950 


KBRCHANDISS  ST7BJBCT  TO  DTITIES  AD  VALOBKM. 


Manu&ctures  of  wool — 

clothes  and  cassimeres, 
merino  shawls,  ... 

blankets,    .         .         .         •         - 
hosiery^  gloves,  mits  and  bindings, 

yani, 

other  manufactures  of. 
Worsted  stuff  goods,      .         .        -        . 

Worsted  Yam/ 

Manufactures  of  cotton — 

printed  and  coloured,  ... 

white, 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings, 
twist,  yam,  and  thread, 
nankeens,  .        .         .         - 

other  manufactures  of. 
Silk  and  worsted  goods. 
Camlets  and  goats'  hair,  &c.. 
Silk  from  India,  piece  goods, 

hodery,  gloves,  mits,  &c., 
sewing  silk, 

other  manufactures  of,    - 
From  other  places,  piece  goods, 

hdsiery,  &c., 
sewing  silk, 
other  manufactures  of. 
Lace,  thread  and  cotton,        ... 


Valut. 

6,128,194 

5,249 

1,165,260 

463,348 

4,640 

510,539 

4,281,309 

98,079 

5,181,647 

1,181,512 

623,369 

343,059 

37,001 

293,861 

339,824 

110,780 

1,562,263 

825 

42,504 

3,828 

6,195,980 

168,657 

251,796 

948,446 

1,099,402 
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ST^TEMBifT— continued                       | 

• 

Quantitj. 

Valoffr 

Lace,  silky  silk  veils,  &c 

126,657 

Flax,  linens,  bleached  and  unbleached,. 

2,352,085 

checks,  stripes,  and  died  linens,   . 

259.765 

other  manufactures  of,         •         • 

520,717 

Hemp,  ticklenburgSy  osnaburgs,  and  burlaps. 

648,891 

Russia  sheeting,       •         •         .         • 

327,519 

sail  duck, 

527,632 

other  manufactures  of,      . 

f 

40,622 

Hats  and  caps,  Lieghom,  chip,  &c« 

169,354 

fur,  wool,  leather,  &c., 

20,492 

Side  arms  and  fire  arms 

231,903 

Drawing  knives,  axes,  adzes^  and  socket  chisels, 

,     40,126^ 

Steelyards,  scale  beams,  and  rices. 

47,560 

Cutting  knives,  sickles,  sithes,  spades  and  shovels. 

97,071 

Squares  of  iron  and  steel,     -         .         .         . 

2,864 

Wood  screws, 

110,348 

Other  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,     • 

2^31,715 

of  copper,      .         • 

b 

33,241 

ofbrass, 

370,764 

oftin,             .         • 

11,887 

of  pewter. 

11,945 

of  lead,  except  shot, 

of  wood,  inc  g  cabinet  wares. 

40 

154,506 

of  leather. 

828,297 

of  marble,  except  busts. 

21,416 

Manufactures  of  gold  and  silver,  articles  comp'd,  &c» 

151,556 

watches  and  partsof, 

571,189 

lace,    • 

•€ 

2,175 

Gla38  ware,  cut,  and  not  specified. 

>    pounds 

52,245 

17,533 

plain  and  other  glass. 

»        • 

788,748 

106,122 

all  other  articles  of, 

» 

^ 

210,?a7 

Wares,  China,            .... 

148^851 

earthen  and  stone. 

>         1 

1,669,336 

japanned. 

< 

1 

1 

9,069 

plated,      .     . 

>                   a 

(        • 

160,720 

gilt,      .         . 

»                  < 

• 

50,084 

Siaddlery,  common  tinned  and  japanned. 

► 

62,360 

plated,  brass,  and  polished  steel,     . 

111,880 

Bridle  bits  previous  to  4th  March,  1833, 

15,268 

Coach  and  harness  furniture. 

19,124 

Carriages  and  parts  of. 

1,974 

Slatesof  all  kinds, 

76,362 

Prepared  quills,          .         .         , 

19,339 

Black  lead  pencils,     . 

3,001 

Paper  hangings. 

74,271 

Bolting  cloths. 

62,162 

Hair  cloth  and  hair  seating. 

25,323 

Brushes  of  all  kinds, 

t        • 

15,594 

IMPORTS,  1883. 
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STATBMBI«T*-HX>Dtinued. 


Copper  bottoms, 
Brazier's  copper, 
Sheet  and  rolled  brass. 
Silvered  or  plated  wire, 
Opium,     . 
Crude  saltpetre, 
Tin  in  plates  and  sheets, 
Raw  silk, 

Quicksilver, 

Indigo,  ,         . 

Wool  exceeding  8  cents  per  pound. 
Articles  not  epecially  enumerated,  5 

10 
12 
12i 
15 
20 
25 
30 
331 
35' 
40 
50 


pounds* 
per  cent, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Qaaatity. 


968,600 
950,205 


Total  ad  valorem. 


MBRCHANDISE  FATING  SPBGIPIC  DTJTIES. 


Woollens,  not  exceeding  83}  cts. 

per  square  yard. 
Flannels,        .... 

Baizes, 

Carpeting,    Brussels,  Wilton,    and 
treble  ingrained. 

Ingrained  and  Venetian, 
All  other. 
Floor  cloths,  patent,  painted  or  stained 
Oil  cloths,       .... 
Floor  matting, 
Sail  duck,       -         .         . 
Cotton  bagging, 
Felts  or  hat  bodies. 
Wines,  Madeira,      . 

Sherry,        ... 

Sicily, 

French,  in  bottles. 

Red,  of  France,  Spain,  and 

Austria,  in  casks, 
H 


sq.  yd. 


it 

u 
«< 
«( 

it 
ti 
(t 
u 

No.  of 
gallons. 


it 


479,417 

288,788 
89,427 

104,108 

240,668 

337 

23,592 

62,563 

2,745 

1,267,040 

1,421,185 

12 

209,970 

82,725 

155,202 

258,137 


Valae. 

11,807 

3,596 

45,615 

1,778 

87,638 

100,104 

86,855 

135,346 

31,205 

839,717 

240,892 

44,328 

382 

83,936 

811,957 

1,933,307 

27,732 

642,600 

181,534 

10 

1,875 

30 

179,909 

49,354,849 


139,829 

118,151 

28,319 

147,820 

171,606 

166 

23,995 

17,402 

480 

332,691 

158,681 

28 

391,382 

121,382 

76,614 

429,381 


1,497,379    44P,«78 
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BTATEMENT— continued. 


Wines,  other,  of  Prance,  Spain,  GeN 

many,  and  Mediterranean, 

Of  other  countries,  in  casks. 

Of  other  countries,  in  bottles. 

Foreign  distilled  spirits,  from  grain, 

other  materials. 

Molasses, 

Beer,  ate,  and  porter. 

Vinegar, 

Oil,  Spermaceti, 

Whale,  and  other  fish, 
Olive,  in  casks. 
Castor,    - 
Linseed, 
Tbas,  Bohea, 

Souchong, 
Hyson  skin,  and  other  green. 
Hyson  and  young  hyson. 
Imperial, 
CoflTce,  -         -         - 
Cocoa,  -         *         - 
Chocolate, 
Sugar,  Brown, 

White  clayed, 
Candy  and  loaf, 
Other  refined, 
Fruits,  Almonds,     - 
Currants,     - 
Prunes, 
Figs,  - 
Ilajsi6s^  in  jars, 

all  other. 

Spices,  Mace, 

Nutmegs, 

Cloves^ 

Pepper, 

Pimento, 

Cinnamon, 

Cassia, 

Ginger, 

Cayenne  pepper. 
Candles,  Wax  and  Spermaceti, 

Tallow, 
Cheese,  -. 

Soap,     -         -» 
Tallow, 
Beef  and  pork, 
l^acon. 


gallons. 


a 
it 
a 
« 
it 

M 
H 

ti 
ii 
ti 


it 

pounds«| 
« 

tt 

tt 

a 
it 

it 
a 
it 
ti 
it 
tt 

(I 
it 

ti 

it 

ti 

a 

it 

a 

it 

tt 

it 

(C 

tt 
a 
it 

u 
it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
a 


Quantity. 

1,326,927 

429,712 

11,188 

709,041 

2,245,247 

15,693,050 

88,244 

46,323 

7 

6,571 

182,737 

14 

738,751 

,  267,723 

496,594 

215,992 

845,390 

225,483 

33,326,120 

955,260 

2,291 

85,689,044 

11,999,088 

46,035 

271 

119,193 

263,657 

89,397 

1,167,631 

3,027,794 

2,773,461 

7,711 

19,488 

211,861 

1,683,807 

740,405 

8,114 

90,245 

2,576 

1,089 

5,107 

47,239 

237,315 

118,440 

1,346,238 

379,270 

14,881 


464,073 

807,391 

29,39e 

331,958 

1,205,268 

2,867,986 

94,325 

14,712 


529,925J 


'   »• 


•:  04,954 


3,570,248 

43,948 

647 

3,982,877 

769,466 

3,480 

33 


437,382 


196,U4 


1,912 

3,225 
23,832 

7,997 
83,209 
11,748 

1,691 


Imports,  ibss. 

STATWBNT— continued. 


pounds. 


u 


u 


batter,  . 
Vitriol,  oil  of. 
Camphor,  crude, 

refined,     - 
Salts,  Epsom, 
Snuff,     -         -        - 
Segars, 

Tobacco,  other  than  snuffand  segars. 
Indigo,  .         .         .         - 
Cotton,  .        •        .        . 
Gunpowder,   .         .        - 
Bristles,  .         .         • 

Glue,     .        .        -        - 
Ochre,  dry,     *         .         - 
White  and  red  lead, 
Whiting  and  Paris  whiter 
Orange  mineral, 
Sugar  of  lead. 
Lead,  bar,  sheet,  and  pigt 
shot,   ... 
pipes,  •        * 

old  and  scrap. 
Cordage,  Cables,  and  tarred, 
untarred,  and  yam. 
Twine  and  packthread    - 
Corks,  .... 
Copper,  rods  and  bolts,     • 
nails  and  spikes,  • 
Fire  arms,  muskets, 
rifles,    - 

Iron,  and  steel  wire,  not  above  No.  14,  pounds. 

above        No.  14,     " 
cap  and  bonnet,        .        .        .      ^ 
tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  above 
16  oz.  per  M.  M. 

exceeding    16  oz.  pounds, 
nails, 
spikes, 

cables  and  chains, 
tnill  saws, 
anchors, 
anvils, 

hammers  and  sledges, 
castings, 
brazier's  rods, 
liail  and  spike  rods, 
sheet  and  hoop, 
band  and  scroU, 

PJg» 


it 

M. 

pounds. 

it 
u 

tt 
tt 
It 
tt 

it 
tt 
tt 

M 
it 

tt 
tt 
U 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 

No.  of 
it 


it 


tt 


No.  of 
pounds. 


it 

a 


a 


ti 


it 


it 
a 


cwt. 


Qoantity. 

2,758 

3,659 

9,443 

11,106 

565 

908 

45,699 

307 

i71v854 

471,748 

9,470 

273,769 

126,019 

1,732,509 

625,069 

604,438 

332 

123,039 

2,282,068 

2,086 

22,201 

985,701 

3,012,738 

148,509 

655,029 

201,704 

17,414 

4,202 

11,160 

41 

328,445 

191,131 

8,293 

4,979 

3,291 

666,228 

108,263 

4,216,261 

2,540 

322,904 

943,203 

63,418 

6,080,186 

506,447 

214,240 

7,505,246 

26,556 

186,601 


M 


Value. 
381 
155 

9,797 

15 

507 

484,456 

54 

146,685 

46,856 

5,249 

101,293 

17,644 

27,550 

36,049 

8,604 

21 

11,213 

60,660 

85 

765 

27j509 

142,538 

10,543 

118,739 

54,117 

2,444 

687 

34,421 

663 

52,643 

2,284 

1,435 

48,399 

4,134 

192,022 

7,865 

17,891 

56,545 

2,648 

123,448 

12,834 

6,080 

245,848 

2,063 

217,668 
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cwt. 

«< 

a 

«< 
u 

H 
<i 

bushels. 
it 

M 
U 

pounds. 
it 

(I 

volumes. 


Iron  old  and  scrap, 

bar  and  bolt,  rolled, 
other. 
Steel,     .         •         • 
Hemp,  •         • 
Flax,  unmanufactured. 
Copperas, 
Wheat  flour. 
Salt,      •         •        • 
Coal,     •         • 
Wheat, 
Oats,     .         . 
Potatoes, 

Paper,  folio  and  4to.  post: 
foolscap, 
printing, 
sheathing,    . 
all  other, 
Books,  printed  previous  to  1775, 

inotherlansuagesthan  English,  &C.  << 

Latin  and  Greek,  pounds, 

all  other,  •        .      " 

Vials,  apothecaries'  .         •         •  groce 

perfumery  and  fancj, 
Bottles,  not  above  Iquart, 
above  1  quart. 

Demijohns, No.  of 

Window  glass,  not  above  8  by  10 
inches, 

10  by  12  do. 
above  10  by  12  do. 
Fish,  foreign  cau^t,        i 
salmon, 
mackerel, 
all  other, 
Shoes,  silk,     . 
prunella, 
leather, 
children's. 
Boots  and  bootees. 
Playing  cards. 

Roofing  slates,  not  exceeding  12  by  6 
inches,         .... 

12  by  14  do. 
14  by  16  do. 
16  by  18  do. 
18  by  20  do. 
20  by  24  do. 
above  20  by  24  do. 


u 
a 


100  sq.  ft. 

a 
u 

quintals, 
barrels. 

« 

pairs. 
it 

a 
u 
tt 

packs. 

tons. 
<( 

a 
it 

« 
tt 
ti 


Quantity. 

19,963 

560,566 

722,486 

42,629 

94,026 

996 

3101 

87 

6,822,672 

2,588,102 

1,600 

348 

51,395 

15,814 

255,696 

3,202 

1,808 

42,584 

3,503 

78,341 

11,497 

110,599 

846 

68 

26,024 

22 

54,997 

1,195 
1,392 
5,952 
6,068 
1,652 
20 

840 
3,899 

911 

32,328 

4,844 

2,895 

289 

14 

116 
558 
367 
613 
280 


Valuer 
24,08& 

1,002,760 

1,837,478F 

523,116 

470,973 

8,656 

416 

110 

996,419 

261,675 

1,606 

110 

18,356 


68,083 


I 


163,881 

3,655 
725 

118,620 

15,390 

78,151 
45,649 


25310 

6,688 
87 


14,219 
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STATEMENT—- continued. 


Saltpetre,      .         .         •         • 
Alum,  •••••• 

Total  value  of  merchandise,  paying 
specific  duties, 

Do.  do.     ad  valorem  do. 

Do.  free  of  duty, 

Total  value,  dollars, 


.  pounds. 
.     cwt. 


Quantity. 
336 
11 


Value. 


28 
42 


26,316,012 
49,354,349 
32,447,950 

108,118tdll 


«3 
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EXPORTS,  1833. 
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StTMMAET  Statement  of  Groods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  Manufacture  of  Foreign  Countries,  exported  from  the 
United  States,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1832,  and  end- 
ing  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1833. 


SPEGIBS  OP  MBRCHAN DISE  FBEE  OF  DUTY. 

Quantity. 
Lapis  calaminaris,  teuteneque,  spelter  or  zinc, 
Burr  stones,  unwrought, 
Brimstone  and  sulphur, 
Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth, 
Undressed  furs  of  all  kinds. 
Hides,  raw. 
Plaster  of  Paris,  - 
Wood,  dye, 

immanufactured  mahogany 
Barillc^ 

Tin  in  pigs  and  bars,    - 
Copper  in  pigs  and  bars, 

in  plates  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships, 

old,  fit  only  to  be  remanufactured. 
Bullion,  gold. 
Specie,  gold, 

silver. 
Teas  from  India,  Chma,  &c., 
Coffee, 
Cocoa, 
Fruits,  almonds, 

currants, 

prunes, 

raisins  in  jars  and  boxes, 
other. 
Camphor, 


in  Amer.  vessels, 


3pices,  nutmegs, 
cinnamon, 
cloves, 

black  pepper, 
pimento,  - 
cassia, 
ginger,     - 
all  other  articles, 


Total  dollars, 


964,482 

14,696,152 

1,813,017 

36,143 

9,962 

794 

57,673 

75,407 

15,486 

1,248 

857 

7,302 

22,307 

1,290,780 

572,126 

407,362 

26,821 


Value. 
135 
52 
6,690 
672 
27,306 
572,413 
180 
553,144 
95,891 
1,405 
9,325 
38,699 
50,089 
1,480 
26,773 
495,890 
1,722,196 
391,913 
1,806,583 
132,029 
4,889 
552 
126 
2,954 
7,270 
1,205 
725 
1,082 
12,035 
6,077 
98,595 
49,671 
64,960 
2,709 
1,226,051 


7,410,766 


64 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1839—33. 


PAYING  DUTIES   AD  VALOBBX. 

QaantHy. 

Viliif. 

Manufactures  of  wool,  cloths  and  cassimeres, 

329,666 

blankets,           .... 

49,723 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings, 

8,070 

woollen  yam,   ...        - 

4,128 

all  other,       .... 

46,789 

worsted  stuff  goods,  - 

88,468 

cotton,  dyed,  coloured,  printed  or  stain'd, 

"■ 

1,352,286 

white,    -         -         -         . 

710,193 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings, 

45,937 

twist,  yarn,  and  thread. 

134,220 

nankeens,         .         .         .         - 

112,718 

all  other,       .... 

149,155 

silks  from  India,  piece'goods, 

680,142 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits,  and  bindings. 

6,577 

sewing,             .... 

7,376 

other  articles, 

58,602 

silk,  from  other  places,  piece  goods. 

435,500 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings, 

81,949 

sewing, 

20,407 

other  articles,  .         .         -         - 

121,580 

silk  and  worsted  goods, 

1,891 

lace,  thread  and  cotton,     - 

40,:^32 

lace,  silk,  silk  veils,  shawls  and  shades, 

5,283 

flax,  linens,   bleached  and  unbleached, 

1,161,270 

checks,  and  stripes,   - 

- 

10,994 

other  articles. 

24,343 

hemp,    ticklenburgs,    osnaburgs,  and 

burlaps. 

77,393 

Russia  sheeting,  brown  and  white. 

309,283 

sail  duck. 

59,471 

other  articles,    . 

21,468 

hats  and  bonnets,  Leghorn,  ^. 

57,835 

fur,  wool,  &c. 

15,830 

•    wood,  cabinet  wares, 

13,387 

other  articles. 

7,222 

iron,  or  iron  and  steel. 

side  arms,  - 

21,568 

fire  arras  not  specified. 

1,276 

cutting  knives,     . 

571 

hatchets,  &c.. 

610 

wood  screws, 

14 

all  other. 

125,242 

copper, 

1,800 

brass, 

1,588 

tin, 

360 

leatlier, 

5,975 

marble,  except  busts. 

1,499 
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jBTAXBMsifT — eontinpecL 


gold  and  silver^  and  all  artieleB  «f 

pearbi  dcc.> 
watches,  and  parts  o^ 
glassware,  cut,  and  not  specified,  pay- 
ing 90  per  cent,  and  3  cents  per  lb«, 
plain  and  other,  paying  20  per  cent., 

and  2  cents  per  lb., 
other  articles  paying  20  per  cent, 
waroB,  Chma  and  porcdain, 
earthen  and  stone, 
japanned, 

plated,  and  not  specified 
copper  vessels, 
dates,  of  all  kindfl^ 
quillfli,  prepared, 
black  lead  pencils, 
paper  hangings, 
hair  cloth  and  hair  seating, 
brushes,  of  all  kinds, 
silvered  or  plated  wire^ 
Indigo^       .... 
Wool,  nnmannfactured,  exceeding 

6  cents  per  pound,   - 
Raw  silk,   • 
Quicksilver, 


T^  in  plates, 
"Crude  saltpetre, 
Opium, 

Articles  not  enumerated,  paying 
duty  of   5   per  cent, 

12        do. 

12f      do. 


15 
20 
25 
80 
85 
40 
50 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do» 


|)Ounds. 


Qatatity. 


1,519 
41,557 


345,686 
676,574 


Total  dollars. 


SPECIES  OF  aCBECBANDISE  PATIMG  SPECIFIC  I>T7TIBS« 


Bookings  and  baizes,  -        -    sq.  yd. 

CarpetiBg,.other  ingrain  and  Venetian,   . 
all  other  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  dec. 

I 


2,448 

1,800 

625 


Valtto. 

17,105 
2,813 

804 

12,796 
14,013 

6,043 

62,543 

240 

506 

653 

256 

5,241 

41 

260 

999 

786 

20 

410,514 

146,935 
66,456 
75,788 
14,359 
6,430 
58,679 

898 

1,924 

128,960 

696,122 

51,188 

95,038 

70,669 

3,477 

475 

59,852 


I     8,260,381 


1,419 

1,295 

439 
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on  cloth,  other  than  patent  floor  dolh,  aq.  yd. 
Floor  matting  of  flags  or  other  materials  ** 

Seflduck, 

CJottOQ  baling,  ----** 
^¥1068,  Madetra,  -         -      g^ 

Sherry,    in  casks,  and  bottles, 
Sicily,  in  casks  andbottles  -         ^ 
French,  in  bottles,     -  -         ** 

Red,  of  France,  Spain,  and   Aus- 
tria, in  casks,        -         -         ** 
other  of  France,  Spain,  Germa- 
ny,  and  Mediterranean,in  casks, 
of  other  countries  not  enranera- 
ted,  in  casks,         -         -         ** 
of  other  countries,  not  aiumera- 
ted,  in  bottles,         -  -         ** 

from  grain,       -         -    *     -         " 
£5rom  other  materials,  -         " 


Qttuititj.  I 

3,21s 

.     2,578 

202,329 

65333 

17392 

730 

9,764 

17,587 

159,492 

141,418 

85328 


JV  ale,  and  porter,   - 


spermaceti, 
i»rhale  and  other  flsh, 
olive,  in  casks, 
linseed. 


M 
M 
U 
M 


.    pounds. 


late, 

l>ohea, 

uchong,  and  other  black, 
son  skin,  and  other  green 
son,   and  young  hyson,    - 
penal,  <Scc.,    ... 
l>x-own,     -         -         -         - 
liite,  clayed,   and  powdered, 
~  and  candy, 


>^lior  refined,    . 
Imonds, 

rrants, 

unes, 


a^a^iaans,  in  jars, 
other, 


ax  and  spermaceti, 
How, 


u 
*t 

u 

u 

u 

«( 

(i 

u 

«t 

u 

<i 

« 

i( 

u 

u 

u 

.  « 
ii 
u 
« 


24,037 
20,681 
707,925 
18,730 
13,676 
5,347 
2,170 
102,436 
6,359 
20,997 
10,200,96 
1,157,244 
700 
103,610 
390,31 

7,651 

100,31 

146,406 

2,001,424 

4,475,869 

11,131 

130,730 

40,549l\ 

1,204]  I 

448  V 

88,207  / 

259,577  I 

8,008'  / 

111,021 

2,098 

31,890 

24,367 

65,959 


Value.    ^ 
l,65i 

35x 
53,205 

7343 
23,235 

^5 

53I0 
17,90 

48,725 

56,969 

39,645 

25,964 

12,331 

430,112 

5,450 

7347 

1,539 


56,743 

,235,106 
91362 

83 


317,609 


115,220 

294,446 

1,121 

153^5 


37,547 


15,945 

848 

3,740 

1,592 

5,699 
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STATEMENT— continued. 


Beef  and  pork, 
Bacon, 
Glue,     . 
Saltpetre, 
Camphor,  crude, 
refined. 
Indigo,  - 
Spices,  ginger, 

nutmegs, 

cinnamon, 

cloves, 

black  pepper, 

pimento, 

cassia. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  snuff*, 

segars, 


pounds. 
it 

u 

u 
it 
ti 
a 
a 
a 
u 
ti 
it 
it 

M. 


other  than  snuff 
and  segars,  pounds 


Cotton,  - 
Gunpowder,    - 
Bristles, 
Ochre,  dry,    - 

in  oil. 
White  and  red  lead. 
Sugar  of  lead, 
^ji^f  pigy  bar,  and  sheet, 

shot,    - 

pipes, 

old  and  scrap. 
Cordage,  cables,  and  tarred, 
untarred,  and  yam 
Twine,  packthread,  &c., 
Corks,    .... 
Copper  nails  and  spikes,    - 
Muskets, 

Iron  and  steel  wire. 
Iron,  tacks,  brads,  &c.,  not  exceeding 

16  02.  perM. 
Nails,    ... 

Mill  cranks  and  mill  iron,  of  wrought 
Iron,  anvils,    - 

castbgs,  vessels  of, 
all  other,    - 

nail  or  spike  rods,  &c., 

sheet  and  hoop, 

old  and  scrap, 
bar,  rolled, 
otherwise, 


it 
it 
it 

u 

ti 
it 
ti 
it 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
it 
it 

No. 
pounds. 

tt 

iron, 
t* 

ti 

it 

it 

it 

cwt, 

tt 

tt 
tt 


Quantity. 

161,081 

5,539 

1,340 

P70,247 

199 

200 

186,736 

9,032 

219 

13,371 

7,506 

383,341 

635,679 

50,279 

1,391 

8,776 

12,000 

438,617 

24,592 

1,250 

14,078 

779 

55,555 

2,417 

2,221,000 

4,800 

11,642 

516,361 

2,148,063 

11,859 

57,967 

20,266 

1,286 

9,534 

1,697 

1,060 

16,949 

923 

9,632 

2,120 

2,878,653 

500 

265,085 

740 

^64 

14,841 

6,432 


Value. 

6,453 

650 

578 

53,006 

281 

218,855 


142,760 


296 
108,909 

1,600 

48,450 

4,827 

1,007 

259 

25 

4,292 

461 

74,883 

292 

865 

14,386 

148,667 

623 

12,190 

6,826 

276 

34,871 

349 

265 

1,458 

189 

T70 

520 

87,641 

30 

11,241 

1,396 

13 

44,805 

23,786 
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STATEiCBNT— continued. 


Oil  cloth,  other  than  patent  floor  doth,  sq,  yd. 
Floor  matting  of  flags  or  other  materials  " 

Sail  duck, ** 

Cotton  bagging,  .         -         .         .        « 
Wines,  Madeira,  .         -      gallons. 

Sherry,   in  casks,  and  bottles, 
Sicily,  in  casks  and  bottles  -         <' 
French,  in  bottles,     -  -         <* 

Red,  of  France,  Spain,  and  Aus- 
tria,  in  casks,        .         .         m 
other  of  France,  Spain,  Grerma. 
ny,  and  Mediterranean,in  casks, 
of  other  countries  not  enumera- 
ted, in  casks,         .         .         « 
of  other  countries,  not  enumera- 
ted, in  bottles. 
Spirits,  from  grain, 

from  other  materials, 
Molasses,   ... 
Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  - 
Vinegar,     -         -         - 
Oil,  spermaceti, 

whale  and  other  flsh, 
olive,  in  casks, 
linseed, 

Coffee, pounds. 

Cocoa, 
Chocolate, 
Teas,  bohea, 

souchong,  and  other  black, 
hyson  skin,  and  other  green 
hyson,   and  young  hysouy    - 
imperial,  &c.,    ... 
Sugar,  brown,     .... 

white,  clayed,   and  powdered, 
loaf  and  candy, 
other  refined,    ... 
Fruits,  almonds, 

currants,     - 
prunes, 
figs,  - 

raisins,  in  jars,     - 
other, 
Cheese,  ... 

Candle  ,  wax  and  spermaceti, 

tallow. 
Soap,     .... 
Tallow, 


it 

u 
ii 
u 
ti 

M 

(( 

u 


it 
tt 
it 
It 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


Quantity. 

3,213 

.     2,578 

202,329 

65,633 

17,892 

730 

9,764 

17,587 

159,492 

141,418 

85,328 

24,037 

20,681 

707,925 

18,730 

13,676 

5,347 

2,170 

102,436 

6,359 

20,997 

10,200,962 

1,157,244 

700 

103,610 

390,315 

7,651 

100,315 

146,406 

2,001,424 

4,475,869 

11,131 

130,730 

40,549 

1,204 

448 

88,207 

259,577 

8,008 

111,021 

2,098 

31,890 

24,367 

65,959 


Valaa.   ^ 

Ifi^l 
35, 

53,205 
7,343 

23,23g 

535 

5,81^ 

17,90  . 

48,725 

56,98» 

39,645 

25,964 

12,331 

430,112 

5,450 

7,847 

1,539 


56,743 

1,235,106 

91,562 

83 


317,609 


115,220 

294,446 

1,121 

15,595 


37,547 


15,945 

848 

3,740 

1,592 

5,699 
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STATEMENT— -continued. 


Beef  and  pork, 
Bacon, 
Glue,     - 
Scdtpetre, 
Camphor,  crude, 
refined. 
Indigo,  . 
Spices,  ginger, 

nutmegs, 

cinnamon, 

cloves, 

black  pepper, 

pimento, 

cassia. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  snuff*, 

segars, 


pounds. 
(( 

« 
it 
it 
it 

u 
ti 
a 
a 
u 
it 
it 
it 

M. 


other  than  snuff 
and  segars,  pounds 


Cotton,  - 
Gunpowder,    - 
Bristles, 
Ochre^  dry,     - 

in  oil, 
White  and  red  lead. 
Sugar  of  lead, 
^jfoad,  pig,  bar,  and  sheet, 

shot,    - 

pipes, 

old  and  scrap, 
Cordage,  cables,  and  tarred, 
untarred,  and  yam 
Twine,  packthread,  &c., 
Corks,    .... 
Copper  nails  and  spikes,    - 
Muskets, 

Iron  and  steel  wire, 
Iron,  tacks,  brads,  &c.,  not  exceeding 

16  02.  perM. 
Nails,    ... 

Mill  cranks  and  mill  iron,  of  wrought 
Iron,  anvils,    . 

castings,  vessels  of, 
all  other,    . 

nail  or  spike  rods,  &c., 

sheet  and  hoop, 

PJg»        -         -         . 
old  and  scrap, 
bar,  rolled, 

otherwise,         ~ 


it 

it 
a 
it 
it 
ti 
it 
it 
it 
tt 
it 
ti 
it 
it 
i* 

No. 
pounds. 

(( 
it 

iron, 
it 

tt 

it 

it 

it 

cwt, 

it 

ti 
tt 


Quantity. 

161,081 

5,539 

1,340 

P70,247 

199 

200 

186,736 

9,032 

219 

13,371 

7,506 

383,341 

635,679 

50,279 

1,391 

8,776 

12,000 

438,617 

24,592 

1,250 

14,078 

779 

55,555 

2,417 

2,221,000 

4,800 

11,642 

516,361 

2,148,063 

11,859 

57,967 

20,266 

1,286 

9,534 

1,697] 


1,060 

16,949 

923 

9,632 

2,120 

2,878,653 

500 

265,085 

740 

A64 

14,841 

6,432 


Value. 

6,453 

650 

578 

53,006 

281 

218,855 


142,760 


296 
108,909 

1,600 

48,450 

4,827 

1,007 

259 

25 

4,292 

461 

74,883 

292 

865 

14,386 

148,667 

623 

12,190 

6,826 

276 

84,871 

349 

265 

1,468 

189 

T70 

520 

87,641 

30 

11,241 

1,896 

13 

44,805 

23,786 


(^ 
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BtAtKHSifT-^eontBdued. 


cwt. 


-  buflfhels. 

u 


StCGly  -  «  d  •  . 

Copperas,  .... 
Hemp,  ..... 
Alum,  .... 

Flax,  unmanufactured. 
Salt,       .         •         .         4         • 
vyOal,      .         4         .         .         • 
Potatoes,         .         .         -         . 
Paper,  folio  and  quarto  poet,      .         .  pounds, 
foolscap,  drawing  and  writing,        ** 
printing,  copperplate  and  stainer's, 
sheathing,  binders',  wrapping 

and  boxboards,  .        .      «« 

all  other,      -         -         .         -       « 
Books  printed  previous  to  1775,  volumes, 

in  other  languages  than  Eng.  6cc. 
all  other,     .        -        -      *< 
Apothecaries'  vials  and  bottles  not  exceeding 

6  oz.  each,  ....  groce 

Bottles  not  above  one  quart,     - 

exceeding  one  quart, 
Window  glass  not  above  8  by  10  inch.    100  sq.  f. 
above  8  or  10,  and  not 

above  10  by  12  inch.,      ** 
above  10  by  12  inches,        ** 
Demijohns,      ....         -    No. 
Fish,  dried,  ....  quintals, 

salmon,  •         •         •         •  barrels, 

mackerel,       •         •        •        •      ^ 
all  other  -.-.«* 

Shoes  and  slippers,  leather,  kid  and 

morocco,           ...  pairs, 
children's,          -      " 
Boots  and  bootees,  .        .        -        .      " 
Slates, tons. 

Total   value    of  merchandise   paying 
specific  duties,  .... 

Do.  do.  paybg  ad  va- 

lorem duties      .... 

Do,  do.  free  of  duty, 

Total, 


QuantHy. 

2,777 

206 

388 

1 

116 

44,570 

8,784 

926 

2,378 

189,876 
14,500 

7,074 
144,118 


1,480 
14,348 

894 
94 
30 

80 

4 

22,146 

244 

10 

660 

439 


3,162 

1,680 

387 

62 


I 


Value. 
31,014 
4,200^ 

8,117 

B 

1,400 

14,501 

1,710 

400 


67,541 


18,36 

26 
5,678 

470 

10,816 

4,552 


2,204 

480 
1,984 


4,151,588 

8,260,381 
7,410,766 

19,822,735 


EXPORTS,  1881—1832.  69 

SnuscARY  StateriMnt  of  Gooda,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  and  manufacture  of  foreign  countries,  exported,  commencing 

oo  the   1st  of  October,   1831,  and  ending  on  the  dOth  of  Septcm- 
h^Tf  1832. 

La{H8  calaminaris,  teuteneque,  spelter  or  zinc,         •         -  26,286 

Burr  stones,  unwrought, *  70 

Brimstone  and  sulphur,        « 5,021 

Ragsof  any  kind  of  cloth, 860 

FutB  of  all  kinds,         .*        » 36,917 

Hides  and  skins,  raw, 712,306 

Plaster  of  Pans,          ...*...  117 

Barilla, 704 

Wood,  dye, 464,833 

unmanufactured  mahogany  and  other,          •         •  41,943 

Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars, l,(Mi2 

Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars, 15,785 

in  plates  suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships,      .         •  35,267 

old,  fit  only  to  be  remanufactured,       .         .         •  4,586 

Bullion,  gold, 7,615 

silver, 255,517 

Specie,  gold, 630,850 

silver, 8,351,417 

Total  firee  of  duty,     .        .  5,590,616 

MANTTFACTTTRBS  FATING  DUTIES  AD  VALORSK. 

Of  wool,  not  exceeding  50  cts.  per  square  yard,      •         .  22,138 

exceeding  50  and  not  exceeding  100  cts.  per  sq.  yd.  31,615 

100  and  not  exceeding  250                        .  89,501 

250  and  not  exceeding  400                         ,  67,778 

exceeding  400                         .  4,998 

blankets, 39,763 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits,  and  bindings,      .         .         .  454 

hats  and  caps, 9,875 

bombasins, 5,229 

worsted  stufiT  goods, 53,738 

all  other  manufactures  o(          ....  49,093 

Of  cotton,  printed  and  coloured, 1,094,412 

white, 782,356 

hosiery,  glores,  mits,  and  bindings,      .         .         ,  62,775 

twist,  yam,  and  thread, 29,026 

nankeens, 185,945 

all  other  manufactures  of,          .         .         «        ,  167,573 

Of  silk,  frc»n  India,  piece  goods, 608,732 

sewing  silk, 10,491 

other  articles  of;      ...        .  29,831 

from  other  places,  piece  goods,  ....  479,763 

sewing  silk,    ....  14,804 

hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings,  17,467 

other  articles  of,       •        .         •  108,353 
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Of  lace,  silk, 18,832 

thread, 1.677 

cotton, 29,506 

coach, 490 

Of  flax,  linen,  bleached  and  unbleached,        •        -        -  598,006 

checks,  and  stripes, 4,938 

other  manufactures  of, 29,494 

Of  hemp,  ticklenburgs,  osnaburgs,  and  burlaps,       •         -  98,480 

sheeting,  brown, 325,303 

white, 79,923 

other  manufactures  of,           ....  26,445 

Clothing  ready  made, 16,174 

Hats,  caps,  &c.  of  Leghorn,  chip,  straw,  &;c.         -        -  13,129 
Of  iron,  side  arms,  and  fire  amas  other  than  muskets  and 

rifles, 15,944 

drawing  knives,  axes,  adzes,  &c. 
bridle-bits  of  every  description,  .         .         .         - 

steelyards,  scalebeams,  and  vices,        ...  10 
cutting  knives,  sickles,  sithes,  reaping  hooks,  * 

spades,  and  shovels, 13,701 

screws  weighing  24  lbs.  or  upwards,  - 

wood  screws, 1,104 

other  articles,  not  specified,       .         .        *.         .  115,596 

Of  copper,  vessels, 710 

all  other  manufactures  of,          ....  787 

Of  gold  and  silver  lace, 

watches  and  parts  of,            ...  3,598 
articles  composed  wholly  or  chiefly  of 

pearls,  &,c 20,226 

Of  wares,  glass,  not  subject  to  specific  duties,         -        -  29,468 

China,  or  porcelain, 9,515 

earthen  and  stone, 55,644 

japanned, 112 

gilt, '    .  14M4 

plated, 1,497 

Of  brass,  .         -         - 2,522 

tin, 253 

pewter  and  lead,  except  shot,            ....  163 

wood,  including  cabinet  wares,          ....  2,263 

leather,  including  saddles,  bridles  and  harness,     .        -  8,009 

plated  saddlery,  coach  and  harness  fiirniture,     -         -  1,200 

marble, ^235 

ciphering  slates, 360 

prepared  quills, 825 

black  lead  pencils, 14 

paper  hangings, 224 

brushes  of  all  kinds, 3 

hair  seating, 622 
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STATBMKNT — coDtinued. 

Of  bolting  cloths, 

Quicksilver,        .... 

309,206 

Brass,  in  plates,           ... 

625 

Tin,  in  plates,    .... 

14,476 

Crude  saltpetre,          .         .        • 

• 

153,624 

Opium,    ..... 

96,110 

Raw  silk,           .        .        .         • 

48,800 

Articles  not  epeciallj  enumerated,  12^ 

per  cent.     • 

393,594 

15 

do. 

886,218 

20 

do. 

23,701 

25 

do. 

46,996 

30 

do. 

165,818 

85 

do. 

566 

40 

do. 

48 

45 

do. 

6,866 

50 

do. 
dollars, 

8,604 

Total  ( 

7,649,805 

HBKCHANDISfi  FATING  SPXGiriC  DUTIES. 


Manufactures  of  wool,  not  exceeding 

33|  cents  per  square  yard. 
Carpeting,  Brussels,  Turkey,  and 

Wilton, 

Venetian  and  ingrain, 
all  other,       ... 
Patent  painted  or  stained  floor  cloths 
Oil  cloth,  other  than  patent  floor 

cloths,     .... 
Furniture  oil  cloth. 
Floor  roatUng  of  flags  or  other  ma- 
terials,   .... 
Sail  duck,  .... 
Cotton  hagging, 
Wine,  Madeira,  in  casks, 

in  hottles. 
Sherry,  in  casks, 

in  bottles,     . 

red  of  France  and  Spain,  in 

casks,    ... 

other  of  France,  Spain,  <&c.,  in 

casjcs,      ... 
of  Sicily  and  other  countries, 
and  all  wines  not  enumerat 
ed>  in  casks, 
do.  in  bottles,    - 


sq.  yds. 


u 
u 
u 

M 

a 
u 

M 

it 


gallons. 


a 
u 
a 

a 

ti 


Qaantity.      Value. 


« 


« 


598 

166 
232 
150 
312 

1,932 
1,948 

4,938 

465,560 

9,922 

10,781 

695 

4,659 

153 

124,088 

144,979 


101,785 
36,785 


I 


299 

346 
390 
574 
200 

986 
1,097 

1,766 

127,773 

1,230 

16,916 
2,919 

48,597 
62,241 


88,841 


72 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1839— a3. 


sTATEMBirr-— ccmtiaued. 


Foreign  distilled  spirits,  from  grain, 

from  other  materials, 
Molasses,    .... 
Beer,  ale,  and  porter,   - 
Vinegar,     .        .         -        - 
Oil,  foreign  fidiing,  spermaceti, 
whale  and  other  fish, 
olive,  in  casks, 
castor,  ... 

linseed. 
Teas,  bohea,       -        -        • 
souchong  and  other  black, 
hyson  skin  and  other  green, 
hyson  and  young  hyson, 
imperial,  gunpowder,  and  gomee. 
Coffee,       .        .        • 
•Cocoa, 
•Chocolirte, 
Sugar,  brown,     • 

white,  clayed,  &c. 
candy  and  loaf, 
other  refined,    • 
Fruits,  almonds, 
currants, 

prunes  and  plums, 
figs, 

raisins,  in  jars,  &c. 
other,    - 
Spices,  ginger,    - 

cayenne  pepper, 
maco, 
nutmegs, 
cinnamon, 
cloves, 

black  pepper,    - 
pimento,  • 
cassia, 
Candles,  apermaeeti  and  wax 

tallow,  . 
Cheese, 

Soap,  ... 

TalJow, 

Lard,  ... 

Beef  and  pork,     - 
Butter,       •        » 
Saltpetre,   - 
Camphor,  crude, 
refined, 


gallons. 


tt 
ii 
ti 

ii 
u 
ii 

ii 


pounds. 
ii 


u 
ii 
ii 
it 
u 
ii 
ii 
a 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
u 
it 
u 
a 
u 
ii 
u 
ii 
a 
« 
it 
ii 
ii 
u 
ii 
ii 
it 
u 

M 
ii 
it 
it 
ii 
ii 


Quantity. 

Value. 

27,178 

18,580 

635,^04 

895,449 

29,656 

8,768 

7,729 

6,028 

8,922 

2,262 

1,555 

"\ 

36,462 

/ 

22,886 

>   56,867 

240 

% 

29,918 

' 

93,890 

^ 

521,601 

/ 

13,004 

y    702,014 

840,474 

V 

810,593 

J 

55,251,158 

6,583,844 

1,418,852 

92,551 

159 

56 

14,280,070 

695,943 

3,258,875 

233,982 

35,650 

8,337 

12,243 

1,244 

59,363 

\ 

12,621 

/ 

6,451 

82,477 

\      86,090 

148,841 

( 

62,167 

; 

349 

m 

1,961 

\ 

795 

f 

11,737 

\    298,954 

21,206 

r 

1,898,502 

y 

513,408 

1 

178,806 

/ 

6,878 

1,890 

152,784 

15,669 

140,198 

17,752 

66,022 

9,490 

24,768 

2,263 

127,923 

6,288 

1,500 

625 

788,401 

48,474 

2,220 
3,055 

I         8,269 
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pounds. 

a 
*t 
«< 
ti 

M 
(4 

it 
t$ 
U 
ii 
(t 
ti 
ti 

u 

No.  of 

»UI 


u 


STATfiMENT — Continued. 

l>)bacco,  manufactured,  other  than 

snuff  and  segars, 
Snuff, 
Indigo, 
Cotton, 
Gunpowder, 
White  and  red  Jead, 
Sugar  of  lead, 
I-ead,  bar,  sheet,  and  pig^ 

shot, 
Cordage,  tarred  and  cables, 

untarred  and  yam, 
Twine  packthread,  and  seines, 
Corks,  .... 
Copper,  rods  and  bolts,    . 

nails  and  spikes,  - 
Fire  arms,  muskets,         .         .         -  x^u.  ui 
iron,  and  steel  wire,  not  above  No.  14,  pounds. 

above        No.  14, 
tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  above 

16  oz.  per  M.  m. 

^^>  -         -         -         -  pounds 

oables  and  chains,  or  parts  of, 

mill  saws,       •        .        . 

•anvils, 

castings,  vessels,  all  other, 

nail  and  spike  rods,  slit, 

sheet  and  hoop, 

in  pigs,   -         -         .         , 

bar  and  bolt,  hammered,   - 

rolled. 
Steel,    -        -        .        .        _ 

FJax,  unmanufactured,     - 

Wool,  unmanufaetured,   - 

Alum,  .... 

Salt,      -         .         .         .        \ 

Potatoes,         -         . 

Paper,  folio  and  4to.  post, 

foolscap,  drawing  and  writing, 
printing,  copperplate,  stainers' 
sheathing,    -         .         .         _ 
all  other,     ...... 

Books,  printed  in  other  languages,  &c.  Volumes. 

all  other,  .         .       « 

Glass  ware,  cut  and  not  specified,      .       « 
other  articles,    .        .         .       « 
Apothecaries'  vials,  not  above  6 
^.orless,  .        .        .        .groce 


Qaantity.  Value. 


No.  of 
pounds. 

« 

cwt. 
pounds, 
cwt. 

« 

pounds. 

cwt.  . 

bushels. 

pounds. 

u 
ti 
ti 
u 


1,678 

62 

303,108 

452,977 

13,675 

72,113 

150 

3,089,720 

8,088 

1,330,434 

345,192 

36,782 

17,233 

700) 

43,313 

4,770 


36,918 


24,590 
179,185 
235,477 
4,14^; 
681,804 
9,796 
2,416 
65 
1,227,959 
2 
29,350 
15 
12,835 
882,884 
120 
1,232 
56,072 
5,961 
1,796 
65 
44,037 


265 

19 

358,526 

50,508 

2,735 

5,498 

26 

97,304 

363 

96,883 

23,220 

4,259 

6,532 

150 

7,118 

17,911 


2,863 


369 

3,180 

8,878 

7,408 

19,817 

31,331 

15,662 

717 

197,219 

19 

9,188 

14 


178,267 


7,61T 

87 
9,682 
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groce. 


vials,  above  6  and  not  above  8  oz. 
bottles,  not  above  Iquart, 

exceeding  1  and  not  above  2  qts,    " 
window,  not  above  8  by  10 

inches,  -         .         .      100  sq.  ft. 

10  by  12  and  not  above 
10  by  15  inches, 
above  10  by  15  do. 
Dem^ohns,     •        •        • 
Shoes,  and  slippers,  silk,  . 

prunella,  &c. 
Boots  and  bootees,  .        • 
Fish,  all  other, 

Segars,  .... 

Playing  cards, 

Roofing  slates,  not  exceeding  12  by  14 
inchesy        .... 

18  by  20  inches. 

Total  value  of  merchandise,  paying 
specific  duties. 

Do,  do.     ad  valorem  do. 

Do,  free  of  duty. 

Total  value,  dollars, 


No.  of 
pairs. 

u 
<t 

barrels. 

M. 
packs. 


tons. 


6 
22 


\ 


Valae^ 
197 

4,878 


690 

9,914 

221 

627 

972 

120,991 

26 

1,406 


10,799,052 
7,649,805 
5,590,616 

24,089,473 
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StmtARY  Statement  of  the  value  of  the  Exports  of  the  Growth,  Prodaee,  and 
Manufacture  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  commencing  on  the  lat  day 
of  October,  1831,  and  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1833. 


THE  SEA. 
Fiahenes-* 

Dried  fish  or  cod  fisheries 

Pickled  fish,  or  river  fisheries,  herring,  shad, 

salmon  mackerel 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil , 

Spermaceti  oil..... 

Whale  bone 

Spermaceti  candles 


THE  FOREST. 

Skins  and  furs 

Ginseng 

Product  of  wood — 

Staves,  shingles,  boards,  and  hewn  timber 

Other  lumber 

Masts  &nd  spars 

Oak  bark  and  other  dye. 

All  manufactures  of  wood , 

Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpen- 
tine  ^ , 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 


AGRICULTURE. 

Prodnet  of  animals — 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  horned  cattle.... 

Butter  and  cheese 

Pork,  pickled,  bacon,  lard,  live  hogs. 

Horses  and  mules 

Sheeip^....^ ^ 


Vegetable  food 

Wheat 

Flour 

Indian  com 

Indiaameal , 

Rye  meal 

Rye,  oats,  and  other  small  grain  and  pulse 

Biscuit  or  ship  bread 

Potatoes 

Apples 

Rice .-. 


Tobatsco. 
Cotton... 


AUother  agricultural  produeti 
seed 


Flax 

Hops 

Brown  sugar. 


MANUFACTURES. 

Soap,  and  tallow  candles 

Leather,  boots  and  shoes 

Household  furniture 

Coaches  and  other  carriages. 

Hats 


,522,053 

188,608 
T3,368 
52,944 

312,678] 

476,291 
030,398 


774.087 

290,820 

1,928,196 

164,034 

22,385 


93,500 

4.880,623 

278.740 

480,035 

75,392 

78,447 

255,735 

42,077 

15,314 

2,152,631 


8749,909 

306,812 

1,009,728 

38,161 

186,595 

267,333 


691,909 
99,545 


3,556,340 


82,558,538 


4,347,794 


3,179,522 


8,352,494 


123,036 
25,448 
11,232 


701,184 
277,388 
169,038 
45,277 
310.912 


11,532,016 

5,999,769 

31,724,682 


159,716 
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Saddlery 

Wax 

SpiriU  from  grain,  beer,  ale,  and  perter. 

SnufT  and  tobacco 

Lead 

Linieed  oil  and  spirita  turpentine 

Cordage 

Iron,  pig,  bar,  and  naik 

caatingi 

manufactures  ef. 

Spirita  from  molaaeee 

Sogar,  refined 

Choeolate 

Gunpowder 

Copper  and  brass 

Medicinal  drags 


Cotton  piece  goods— 

Printed  or  coloured 

White 

Nankeens 

Twist  jarn  and  thread , 

All  other  manufactures  of. 


Flax  and  hemp^* 

Cloth  and  thread 

Bags,  and  all  manufactures  of. 

Wearing  apparel 

Combs  and  buttons 

Brushes 

Billiard  tables 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Leather  and  moroceo  skins  not  sold  per  pound 

Printing  presses  and  type 

Musical  instruments 

Books  and  maps 

Paper  and  other  stationery 

Paints  and  varnish 

Vinegar 

Barthen  and  stone  ware 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus 

Manufactures  of  glass 

tin 

pewter  and  lead 

marble  and  stone 

gold  and  silver,  and  gold  leaf 

Gold  and  silver  coin 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry 

Molasses 

Trunks 

Brick  and  lime , 

Domestic  salt 


Articles  not  enumerated— 

Manufactured 

Other 


$104,870 

1,052,891 

341 

12,618 

58,854 


929,572 

62,444 

127,583 

295,771 

4,483 

33,304 

13,863 

65,979 

26,629 

120,222 

38,221 

74,673 

2,255 

96,023 

105,774 

130,238 


1,229,574 

1,670 

2,685 

80,803 

124,305 

4,754 

1,310 

20,361 

42,565 

22,558 

4,952 

29,892 

64,847 

24,611 

4,677 

6,333 

7,758 

106,855 

3,157 

983 

3,455 

653 

1,410,941 

14,852 

2,493 

5,314 

3,502 

27,914 


f8,730,833 


477,267 
353,181 


3,253.674 


830,448 
163,137,470 
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Summary  statbmknt  of  the  vtlne  of  the  Export!  of  the  Growth,  Prodaee.  and 
Manufacture  of  the  United  States  dnringr  the  year  commenciBir  on  the  Ist  day 
of  October,  1832,  and  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1833. 


THE  SEA. 

Fisheriei — 

Dried  or  cod  Baheries, 

Pickled  fish  or  river  fisheries,  her 
riBjjr,  shad,  salmon,  mackerel, , 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil, , 

Spermaceti,... 

Whalebone, 

Spermaceti  candles, 


THE  FOREST. 

Skins  and  furs, 

Ghisenj^, ^ 

Ft'odnct  of  wood — 

Staves,shinsrles,  boards,  hewn  timber, 

Other  lumber, 

Masts  and  spars, 

Oak  bark  and  other  dye 

All  manufactures  of  wood, 

Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin  and 
turpentine, 

Ashes,  potand  pearl, 


AGRICULTURE. 
Product  of  animals — 
Beef,  tallow,  hides,  homed  cattle,.... 

Butter  and  cheese, 

Pork,  (pickled,)  bacon,lard,  live  hogs, 
Horses  and  mules, 


Vegetable  food — 

Wheat, , 

Flour, 

Indian  corn, 

Indian  moal,.. 

Rye  meal, 

Rye,  oats,  and  other  small  grain  and 

pi"l»ef 

Biscuit  or  shipbread, 

Potatoes, 

Apples, [..^ 

Rice, ..J 

Indigo, .". 


Tobacco, 

Cotton, [ 

All  other  agricultural  productc 

Flaxseed, , 

Hops, 

Btown  sugar, 


MANUFACTURES. 

Soap  and  tallow  candles, 

Leather,  boots,  and  shoes, 

Household  fiimiture, 


Dollars. 


1,969,191 

249,036 

32,625 

93,609 

318.641 

483,712 

814,398 


Dollars. 
712,371 

277,973 
924,810 
42,589 
185,329 
259,451 


841,933 
183,194 


3,961,212 


958,076 

268,452 

2,151,558 

167,330 

21,464 


29,592 

5,613.010 

337,505 

534,309 

140,017 

102,568 

252,555 

52,052 

33,262 

2,744.418 
180 


3,556,880 


673,076 
213.510 
200,6351 


Dollars. 


2,402,469 


4,986,339 


13,396,348 

5.755,968 

36,191,105 


328,898 
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Dollars. 


Coaches  and  other  carriages, 

Hats, 

Saddlery, 

Wax, 

Spirits  from  grain,  beor,  ale  and  porter, 

Snuff  and  tobacco, 

Lead, ^ 

Linseed  oil,  and  spirits  of  turpentine,... 

Cordage, 

Iron,  pig,  bar,  and  nails, 

castings, 

manufactures  of, 

Spirits  from  molasses, 

Sugar,  refined, 

Chocolate, 

Gunpowder, 

Copper  and  brass, 

Mediolnal  drugs, 


Cotton,  piece  goods — 

Printed  or  coloured, 

White, 

Nankeens, 

Twisti  yarn,  and  thread,.... 
All  other  manufactures  of,. 


Flax  and  hemp — 

Cloth  and  thread, 

Bags,  and  all  manufactures  of, 

Wearing  apparel, 

Combs  and  buttons, 

Brushes, 

Billiard  tables  and  apparatus, , 

Umbrellas  and  parasols, 

Leather  and  morocco  skins  not  sold  per 

pound, < 

Printing  presses  and  type, 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus, 

Musical  instruments, 

Books  and  maps, 

Paper  and  other  stationery, 

Paints  and  varnish, 

Vinegar, • 

Earthen  and  stone  ware, 

Manufactures  of  glass, 

tin, 

pewter  and  lead, 

marble  and  stone, 

fold  and  silver,  and  gold  leaf, 

Gold  and  silver  coin, 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry, 

Molasses, 

Trunks, 

Brick  and  lime, 

Domestic  salt, 


421,721 

1,802,116 

2,054 

104,335 

202,291 


Articles  not  enumerated — 

Manufactured, 

Other, 


Dollars. 

28,830 

243,271 

33,051 

178,748 

144,069 

288,973 

5,685 

30,293 

23.140 

72.177 

48,009 

113,626 

28,463 

40,327 

2,148 

139,164 

203.880 

126,355 


Dollanr* 


2,532,517 

5,964 

18,985 

43,943 

142.970 

3,157 

21,380 

38,267 

16,599 

9,791 

5,400 

48,946 

46,484 

22,552 

3,347 

12,159 

93,494 

2,928 

2,010 

5,087 

381 

366,842 

10,433 

2,279 

7,608 

3,866 

18,211 


2,837,430 


3,485,600 


933,541 
7^17,698 
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Message  of  the  President  of  ths  United  States  to  the  Twen^f^seetmd 

Congress, — Second  Session. 


Fallow  Citisensof  the  Senate, 
and  House  of  RepreBeDtativeS) 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  congra- 
tulate you  upon  jour  return  to  the 
Seat  of  Goyemmenty  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  discharging  jour  duties  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Al. 
though  the  pestilence  which  had  tra- 
versed the  old  world  has  entered 
our  limits,  and  extended  its  ravages 
over  much  of  our  land,  it  has  plea- 
«ed  Almight  J  God  to  mitigate  its  se- 
veritjf  and  lessen  the  number  of  its 
victirosy  compared  with  those  who 
have  fallen  in  most  other  countries 
over  which  it  has  spread  its  terrors. 
Notwithstanding  this  visitation,  our 
country  presents,  on  every  side, 
marks  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
unequalled,  perhaps,  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  world.  If  we  fully 
appreciate  our  comparative  condi- 
lion,  existing  causes  of  discontent 
¥dll  appear  unworthy  of  attention, 
and  with  hearts  of  thankfulness  to 
that  Divine  Being  who  has  filled  our 
cup  of  prosperity,  we  shall  feel  our 
resolution  strengthened  to  preserve, 
and  hand  down  to  posterity,  that  li« 
berty  and  that  union  which  we  have 
received  from  our    fathers,     and 


which  constitute  the  sources  and 
the  shield  of  all  our  blessings. 

The  relations  of  our  country  con- 
tinue  to  present  the  same  picture  of 
amicable  intercourse  that  1  had  the 
satisfaction  to  hold  up  to  your  view 
at  the  opening  of  your  last  session. 
The  same  friendly  professions,  the 
same  desire  to  participate  in  our 
flourishing  commerce,  the  same 
disposition  to  refrain  from  injuries, 
unintentionally  offered,  are,  with 
few  exceptbns,  evinced  by  all  na- 
tions with  whom  we  have  any 
intercourse.  This  desirable  state 
of  things  may  be  mainly  ascribed  to 
our  undeviating  practice  of  the  rule 
which  has  long  guided  our  national 
policy,  to  require  no  exclusive  pri- 
vileges in  commerce,  and  to  grant 
none.  It  is  daily  producing  its  be- 
neficial effect  in  the  respect  i^own 
to  our  flag,  the  protection  of  our  citi- 
zens and  their  property  abroad,  and 
in  the  increase  of  our  navigation, 
and  the  extension  of  our  mercan- 
tile operations.  The  returns  which 
have  been  made  out  since  we  last 
met,  will  show  an  increase  during 
the  last  preceding  year  of  more 
than  80,000  tons  in  our  shipping, 
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tod  of  near  forty   millions  of  dol-  justitient  of  the  claims  of  our  tijti- 

lars  in  the  aggregate  of  our  imports  zens  has  removed  the  only  obstacle 

and  exports.  there   was  to   ad  intercourse   not 

Nor  have  We  less  reason  to  feli-  only  lucrative,  but  productive  of  li- 
Citate  ourselves  on  the  position  of  terary  and  scientific  improvements 
our  political  than  our  commercial  From  Great  Britain  I  have  the 
isoncerns.  They  remain  in  the  state  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  I 
in  which  they  were  when  I  last  ad-  continue  to  receive  assurances  of 
dressed  you,  a  state  of  prosperity  the  most  amicable  disposition,  which 
and  peace,  the  effect  of  a  wise  at-  have,  on  my  part,  on  all  proper  oc- 
tention  to  the  parting  advice  of  the  casions,  been  promptly  and  sincei'e- 
revered  Father  of  his  country,  on  ly  reciprocated.  The  attention  of 
this  subject,  condensed  into  a  maxim  that  government  has  latterly  been 
for  the  use  of  posterity,  by  one  of  so  much  engrossed  by  matters  of  a 
his  most  distinguished  successors,  to  deeply  interesting  domestic  charaC- 
cultivate  free  commerce  and  honest  ter,  that  we  could  not  press  upon  it 
friendship  with  all  nations,  but  to  the  renewal  of  negotiations  which 
make  entangling  alliances  with  none,  had  been  unfortunately  broken  off 
A  strict  adherence  to  this  policy  by  the  unexpected  recall  of  oUr  tnl* 
has  kept  us  aloof  from  the  perplex-  nister,  who  had  commenced  them 
ing  questions  that  now  agitate  the  with  some  hopes  of  success.  My 
European  world,  and  have  more  gi'eat  object  was  the  settlement  of 
than  once  deluged  those  countries  questions  which,  though  now  dor^ 
with  blood.  Should  those  scenes  mant,  might  hereafter  be  revived 
unfortunately  recur,  the  parties  to  under  circumstances  that  Would 
the  contest  may  count  on  the  fkith-  endanger  the  good  understanding 
ful  performance  of  the  duties  incum-  which  it  is  the  interest  of  both  par- 
bent  on  u3  as  a  neutral  nation,  and  ties  to  preserve  inviolate,  demented 
out  own  citizens  may  equally  rely  as  it  is  by  a  community  of  languagd, 
on  the  firm  assertion  of  their  neu-  manners  and  social  habits,  and  by 
tral  rights.  the  high  obligations  we  owe  to  Our 

With  the  nation  that  waa  oui*  British  ancestors  for  many  bf  our 
earliest  friend  and  ally  in  the  in-  most  Valuable  institution^,  and  for 
fancy  of  our  political  existencSe,  the  that  system  of  representative  go- 
most  friendly  relations  have  sub-  Vernment  Which  has  Enabled  us  to 
sisted  through  the  late  revolutions  preserve  and  improve  them, 
of  its  government,  and,  from  the  The  question  of  our  northeastehi 
events  of  the  last,  promise  ape  rma-  boundary  still  t*emains  unsettled, 
nent  duration.  It  has  made  an  ap-  In  my  last  atinual  message,  I  ex- 
proximation  in  some  of  its  political  plained  to  you  the  situation  in  which 
institutions  to  our  own,  and  raided  I  found  that  business  on  my  coming 
a  monarch  to  the  throne  who  pre-  into  office,  and  tho  measures  which 
serves,  it  is  said,  a  frifendly  recol-  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  pursue  for 
lection  of  the  period  during  which  asserting  the  rights  of  the  tJnited 
he  acquired  among  our  citizens  the  States  before  the  itovereign  who  had 
high  consideration  that  Could  then  been  dhOsen  by  my  predecessor  to 
have  been  produced  by  his  personal  determine  the  question ;  and  also 
qualifications  alone.  the  manner  in  which  he  had  dispO- 

Our  commerce  with  that  nation  sed  of  it.     A  special   message  to 

IB  gradually  assuming  a  mutually  the  senate,  in  their  executive  capa« 

beneficial  character,  and  the  ad-  dity,     afterwards    brought    before 
L 
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them  the  question,  whether  they  for  their  delivery,  and  that  raea^ 
would  advise  a  submission  to  the  sures  have  been  taken  to  procure 
opinion  of  the  sovereign  arbiter,  its  execution. 
Tliat  body  having  considered  the  By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
award  as  not  obligatory,  and  advi-  state,  communicated  to  you  on  the 
sed  mc  to  open  a  further  negotia-  25th  June  last,  you  were  informed 
tion,  the  proposition  wasimm^inte-  of  the  conditional  reduction,  obtain- 
ly  made  to  the  British  government ;  ed  by  the  minister  of  the  United 
but  the  circumstances  to  which  I  States  at  Madrid,  of  the  duties  oa 
have  alluded  have  hitherto  prevent-  tonnage  levied  on  American  ship, 
ed  any  answer  being  given  to  the  ping  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  The 
overture.  Early  attention,  how-  condition  of  that  reduction  having 
ever,  has  been  promised  to  the  sub-  been  complied  with  on  our  part,  by 
ject,  and  every  efibrt  on  my  part  the  act  passed  the  13th  of  July  last, 
will  be  made  for  the  satisfactory  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
settlement  of  this  question,  interest-  that  our  ships  now  pay  no  higher 
ing  to  the  Union  generally,  and  par-  nor  other  duties  in  the  continental 
ticularly  so  to  one  of  its  members,  ports  of  Spain  than  are  levied  on 
The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Spain  their  national  vessels, 
are  not  yet  acknowledged.  On  a  The  demands  against  Portugal 
closer  investigation  of  them  than  for  illegal  captures  in  the  blockade 
appears  to  have  heretofore  taken  of  Terceira,  have  been  allowed  to 
place,  it  was  discovered  that  some  the  full  amount  of  the  accounts  pre- 
of  these  demands,  -however  strong  sented  by  the  claimants,  and  pay- 
thoy  might  be  upon  the  equity  of  ment  was  promised  to  be  made  in 
that  government,  were  not  such  as  three  instalments.  The  first  of  these 
could  be  made  the  subject  of  na-  has  been  paid ;  the  second,  although 
tional  interference.  And,  faithful  due,  had  not,  at  the  date  of  our  last 
to  the  principle  of  asking  nothing  but  advices,  been  received,  owing,  it 
what  was  clearly  right,  additional  in-  was  alleged,  to  embarrassments  in 
structions  have  been  sent,  to  modify  the  finances,  consequent  on  the  ci- 
our  demands  so  as  to  embrace  those  vil  war  in  which  the  nation  ia  en- 
only   on   which,  according  to  the  gaged. 

laws  of  nations,  we  had  a  strict  The  pa3mients  stipulated  by  the 
right  to  insist.  An  inevitable  delay  convention  with  Denmark  have 
in  procuring  the  documents  neces-  been  punctually  made,  and  the  a- 
sary  for  this  review  of  the  merits  of  mount  is  ready  for  distribution 
these  claims  retarded  this  operation,  among  the  claimants  as  soon  as  the 
until  an  unfortunate  malady  which  board  now  sitting  shall  have  per- 
has  afflicted  his  Catholic  Majesty,  formed  their  functions, 
prevented  an  examination  of  them.  I  regret  that  by  the  last  advices 
Being  now,  for  the  first  time,  pre-  from  our  charge  d'affaires  at  Na- 
sented  in  an  unexceptionable  form,  pies,  that  government  had  still  de- 
it  is  confidently  hoped  the  applica-  layed  the  satisfaction  due  to  our 
tion  will  be  successful.  citizens,  but,  at  that  date,  the  effect 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  of  the  last  instructions  was  not 
you,  that  the  application  I  directed  known.  Despatches  from  thence 
to  be  made  for  the  delivery  of  a  are  hourly  expected,  and  the  result 
part  of  the  archives  of  Florida,  will  be  communicated  to  you  with- 
which  had  been  carried  to  the  Ha-  out  delay, 
vana,  has  produced  a  royal  order        With  the  rest  of  Europe,  our  re- 
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lationsy  political  and  cominercial, 
remain  unchanged.  Negotiations 
are  going  on,  to  put  on  a  penna- 
nent  basis  the  liberal  system  of 
commerce  now  carried  on  between 
us  and  the  Empire  of  Russia.  The 
treaty  concluded  with  Austria,  is 
executed  by  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
with  the  most  perfect  good  faith, — 
and  as  we  have  no  diplomatic  agent 
at  his  court,  he  personally  inquired 
into  and  corrected  a  proceeding  of 
some  of  the  subaltern  officers  to 
the  injury  of  our  consul  in  one  of 
his  ports. 

Our  treaty  with  the  Sublime 
Porte  is  producing  its  expected  ef- 
fects on  our  commerce.  New  mar- 
kets are  opening  for  our  commodi- 
ties, and  a  more  extensive  range  for 
the  employment  of  our  ships.  A 
•light  augmentation  of  the  duties  on 
our  commerce,  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  had  been  im- 
posed ;  but  on  the  representation 
of  our  charg^  d'affaires,  it  has  been 
promptly  withdrawn,  and  we  now 
enjoy  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
the  Black  sea,  and  of  all  the  ports 
belonging  to  the  Turkish  Empire 
and  Asia,  on  the  most  perfect  equali- 
ty with  all  foreign  nations. 

1  wish  earnestly,  that  in  announ* 
•dng  to  you  the  continuance  of 
'friendship,  and  the  increase  of  a  pro- 
ifitable  eommereial  intercourse  with 
Mexico,  with  Central  America,  and 
'<the  states  of  the  south,  I  could  ac- 
company it  with  the  assurance  that 
they  all  are  blessed  with  that  inter- 
nal  tranquillity  and  foreign  peace 
wbtch  their  heroic  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  their  independence  merits. 
in  Mexico,  a  sanguinary  struggle 
is  now  carried  on,  which  has  caused 
some  embarrassment  to  our  com- 
merce,  but  both  parties  profess  the 
most  friendly  disposition  towards 
us.  To  the  termination  of  this  con- 
lest,  we  look  for  the  establishment 


of  that  secure  intercourse,  so  neces- 
sary  to  nations  whose  territories 
are  contiguous.  How  unportant  it 
will  be  to  us,  we  may  calculate 
from  the  fact,  that  even  in  this  un- 
favourable state  of  things,  our  mari- 
time commerce  has  increased,  and 
an  internal  trade  by  caravans,  from 
St.  Louis  to  Santa  Fe,  under  the 
protection  of  escorts  furnished  by 
the  government,  is  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  and  is  daily  in- 
creasing. The  agents  provided  for 
by  the  treaty  with  this  power,  to 
designate  the  boundaries  which  it 
established,  have  been  named  on 
our  part ;  but  one  of  the  evils  of 
the  civil  war  now  raging  there  has 
been,  that  the  appointment  of  those 
with  whom  they  were  to  co-operate 
has  not  yet  been  announced  to  us. 

The  government  of  Central 
America  has  expelled  from  its  terri- 
tory the  party  which  some  time 
since  disturbed  its  peace.  Desirous 
of  fostering  a  favourable  disposition 
towards  us,  which  has  on  more  than 
one  occasion  been  evinced  by  this 
interesting  country,  I  made  a  se- 
cond attempt,  in  this  year,  to  estab- 
lish  a  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
them ;  but  the  death  of  the  distin- 
guished citizen  whom  I  had  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  has  retard- 
ed the  execution  of  measures  from 
which  1  hoped  much  advantage  to 
our  commerce.  The  union  of  the 
three  states  which  formed  the  Re- 
public of  Colombia  has  been  dis- 
solved ;  but  they  all,  it  is  believed, 
consider  themselves  as  separately 
bound  by  the  treaty  which  was 
made  in  their  federal  capacity.  The 
minister  accredited  to  the  federation, 
continues  in  that  character  near 
the  government  of  New  Granada, 
and  hopes  were  entertained,  that  a 
new  union  would  be  formed  between 
the  separate  states,  at  least,  for  the 
purposes    of    foreign  intercourse. 
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Our  minister  has  been  instruoled  to 
use  his  good  offices,  whenever  they 
shall  be  desired,  to  produce  the  re. 
union  so  much  to  be  wished  for  tiie 
domestic  tranquillity  of  the  parties, 
and  the  security  and  facility  of  fo- 
reign con)nierce. 

Some  agitations  naturally  attend- 
ant on  an  infant  reign  have  prevail* 
ed  in  the  empire  of  Brazil,  which 
have  had  the  usual  effect  upon  com- 
mercial operations,  and  while  they 
suspended  the  consideration  of  claims 
.created  on  similar  occasions,  they 
have  given  rise  to  new  complaints 
on  the  part  of  our  citizens.  A  pro- 
per consideration  for  calamities  and 
iiifficultics  of  this  nature  has  made 
us  less  urgent  and  peremptory  in 
our  demands  for  justice  than  duty 
to  our  fellow  citizens  would,  under 
other  circumstances  have  required. 
But  their  claims  are  not  neglected, 
und  will  on  all  proper  occasions 
be   urged,    and,  it  is  hoped  with 

I  refrain  from  making  any  coro- 
jnunication  on  the  subject  of  our 
aSairs  with  Buenos  Ay  res,  because 
the  negotiation  communicated  to 
you  in  my  last  annual  message,  was, 
s^i  the  date  of  our  last  advices,  still 
pending,  and  in  a  state  that  would 
render  a  publication  of  the  details 
inexpedient, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
has  been  formed  with  the  Republic 
of  Chili,  which,  if  approved  by  the 
senate,  will  be  laid  before  you.  That 
government  seems  to  be  established, 
and  at  peace  with  its  neighbours  ; 
and  its  ports  being  the  resorts  of  our 
ships  which  are  employed  in  the 
highly  important  trade  of  the  fishe- 
riesy  this  commercial  convention 
pannot  but  be  of  great  advantage  to 
pur  fellow  citizens  engaged  in  that 
perilous  but  profitable  business. 

Our  commerce  with  the  neigh* 
•bouring  state  of  Peru,  owing  to  the 
^erous  duties  levied  on  our  princi- 
pal articles  of  export,  has  been  on 


the  decline,  and  all  endeavourt  to 
procure  an  alteration  have  hitherto 
proved  fruitless.  With  Bolivia,  we 
have  yet  no  diplomatic  interooursey 
and  the  continual  contests  carried 
on  between  it  and  Peru  have  made 
me  defer  until  a  more  favourable 
period,  the  appointment  of  any  agent 
for  that  purpose. 

An  act  of  atrocious  piracy  having 
been  committed  on  one  of  our  tra? 
ding  ships  by  the  inhabitants  of  a 
settlement  on  the  west  coast  of  Su^ 
matra,  a  frigate  was  despatched 
with  orders  to  demand  satisfactioQ 
for  the  injury,  if  those  who  com- 
mitted  it  should  be  found  members 
of  a  regular  govemmenty  capable 
of  mafntaining  the  usual  relations 
with  foreign  nations ;  but  iC  as  it 
was  supposed,  and  as  they  proved 
to  be,  they  were  a  band  of  lawless 
pirates,  to  inflict  suoh  a  chastise- 
ment  as  would  deter  them  and 
others  from  like  aggressions.  This 
last  was  done,  and  the  effect  has 
been  an  increased  respect  for  our 
flag  in  those  distant  seas,  and  addi. 
tional  security  for  our  commerce. 

In  the  view  I  have  given  of  oar 
connexion  with  foreign  powers,  allu. 
sions  have  been  made  to  their  do- 
mestic disturbances  or  foreign  wars, 
to  their  revolutions  or  dissentions* 
It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
this  is  done  solely  in  oases  where 
those  events  affect  our  political  re- 
lations  with  them,  or  to  show  their 
operation  on  our  commerce.  Fur- 
ther than  this,  it  is  neither  our  po- 
licy nor  our  right  to  interfere.  Our 
best  wishes  on  all  occasions,  our 
good  offices  when  required,  will  be 
afforded,  to  promote  the  domestic 
tranquUlity  and  foreign  peace  of  all 
nations  with  whom  we  have  any 
intercourse.  Any  intervention  in 
their  affairs  further  than  this,  even 
by  the  expression  of  an  official 
opinion,  is  contrary  to  our  princi^ 
pies  of  international  policy,  and  wil| 
always  be  avoided. 
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The  report  which  the  Bscretary  ven  millions  of  dollars ;  of  which 
of  the  treasury  will,  in  due  time,  92,227,363  are  not  of  right  redeem- 
laj  before  you,  will  exhibit  the  na-  able  until  the  1st  of  January,  1834, 
tional  finances  in  a  highly  prospe-  and  $4,735,296,  not  until  the  2d 
rous  state.  Owing  to  the  continued  of  January,  1835.  The  commis. 
success  of  our  commercial  enter-  sioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  how- 
prize,  which  has  enabled  the  mer-  ever,  being  invested  with  full  au- 
chants  to  fulfil  their  engagements  thority  to  purchase  the  debt  at  the 
with  the  government,  the  receipts  market  price,  and  the  means  of  the 
from  customs  during  the  year,  will  treasury  being  ample,  it  may  be 
exceed  the  estimate  presented  at  the  hoped  that  the  whole  will  be  extin- 
last  session ;  and  with  the  other  guished  within  the  year  1833. 
means  of  the  treasury  will  prove  I  cannot  too  coitiially  congratu- 
fully  adequate,  not  only  to  meet  the  late  congress  and  my  fellow  citizens 
increased  expenditures  resulting  on  the  near  approach  of  that  memo- 
from  the  large  appropriations  made  rable  and  happy  event,  the  extinc 
by  congress,  but  to  provide  for  the  tion  of  the  public  debt  of  this  great 
payment  of  all  the  public  debt  which  and  free  nation.  Faithful  to  the 
is  at  present  redeemable.  It  is  now  wise  and  patriotic  policy  marked 
estimated  that  the  customs  will  yield  out  by  the  legislation  of  the  country 
to  the  treasury,  during  the  present  lor  this  object,  the  present  adminis- 
year,  upwards  of  twenty  eight  tration  has  devoted  to  it  all  the 
•millions  of  dollars.  The  public  means  which  a  flourishing  com- 
lands,  however,  have  proved  less  merce  has  supplied,  and  a  prudent 
productive  than  was  anticipated  ;  economy  preserved  for  the  public 
and  according  to  present  infbrma-  treasury.  Within  the  lour  years 
tion  will  fall  short  of  two  millions,  for  which  the  people  have  confided 
The  expenditures  for  all  objects  the  executive  power  to  my  charge, 
other  than  the  public  debt,  are  esti-  fifty  eight  millions  of  dollars  will 
mated  to  amount  during  the  year  have  been  applied  to  the  payment 
to  about  sixteen  millions,  while  a  of  the  public  debt.  That  this  has 
Btill  lai^er  sum,  viz.  eighteen  mil-  been  accomplished  without  stinting 
lions  of  dollars,  will  have  been  ap-  the  expenditures  for  all  other  pro« 
plied  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  per  objects  will  be  seen  by  referring 
the  public  debt.  to  the  liberal  provision  made  during 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  in  the  same  period  for  the  support  and 
^consequence  of  the  reduced  rates  of  increase  of  our  means  of  our  ma- 
duty  which  will  take  effect  afler  ritime  and  military  defence,  for  in- 
ihe  3d  of  March  next,  there  will  be  ternal  improvements  of  a  national 
a  considerable  falling  ofiT  in  the  re-  character,  for  the  removal  and  pre- 
•venue  from  customs  in  the  year  servation  of  the  Indians,  and  lastly 
1833.  It  will,  nevertheless,  be  am-  for  the  gallant  veterans  of  the  revo- 
ply  sufficient  to  provide  fbr  all  the    lution. 

wants  of  the  public  service,  estima-  The  final  removal  of  this  great 
ied  even  upon  a  liberal  scale,  and  burthen  from  our  resources  a^rds 
fyr  the  redemption  and  purchase  of  the  means  of  further  provision  fbr 
the  remainder  of  the  public  debt,  all  the  objects  of  general  welfare 
On  the  first  of  January  next,  the  and  public  defence  which  the  con- 
entire  public  debt  of  the  United  stitution  authorizes,  and  presents 
States,  funded  and  unfunded,  will  be  the  occasion  for  such  further  reduc. 
{reduced  to  within  a  fraction  of  se-    tion  in  the  revenue  as  may  not  be 


86  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1882—33. 

required  fbr  them.     From  the  re-  that  it  be  gradually  diminished,  and 

port  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  as  far  as  may  be  oonsisteot 

it  will  be  seen  that  afler  the  present  with  these  objects,  the  whole  scheme 

year  such  a  reduction  may  be  made  of  duties  be  reduced  to  the  revenue 

to  a  considerable  extent,  and  the  standard  as  soon  as  a  just  regard  to 

subject  is  earnestly  recommended  the  faith  of  the  government  and  to 

to  the  consideration  of  congress,  in  the  preservation  of  the  large  capital 

tlie  hope  that  the  combined  wbdom  invested  in  establishments  of  domes- 

of  the  representatives  of  the  people  tic  industry  will  permit, 
will  devise  such  means  of  efiecting        That  manufactures  adequate  to 

that  salutary  object,  as  may  remove  the  supply  of  our   domestic  con* 

those  burthens  which  shall  be  found  sumption  would,  in  the  abstract,  be 

to  fall  unequally  upon  any,  and  as  beneficial  to  our  country  there  is 

may  promote  all  the  great  interests  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  to  effect 

of  the  community.  their  establishment,  there  is,   per. 

Long  and   patient  reflection  has  haps,    no   American  citizen    who 

Strengthened  the  opinions  I   have  would  not  for  a  while,  be  willing  to 

heretofore  expressed  to  congress  on  pay  a  higher  price  for  them.     But 

this  subject ;  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  for  this  purpose,  it  is  presumed  that 

on  the  present  occasion,  again  to  a  tariff  of  high  duties,  designed  for 

urge  theni  upon  the  attention  of  the  perpetual  protection,  has  entered  in* 

legislature.     The  soundest  maxims  to  the  minds  of  but  few  of  our 

of  public  policy  and  the  principles  statesmen.      The  most  they  have 

upon  which  our  republican  institu.  anticipated  is  a  temporary  and  ge- 

tions  are   founded,    recommend   a  nerally  incidental  protection,  which 

proper  adaptation  of  the  revenue  to  they  maintain  has  the  efiect  to  re- 

the  expendiiure,  and  they  also  re-  duce  the  price  by  domestic  oorape- 

quire  that  the  expenditure  shall  be  tition  below  that  of  the  foreign  arti- 

limited  to  what,  by  an  economical  cle.  Experience,  however,  our  best 

administration,  shall  be  consistent  guide  on  this,  as  on  other  subjects, 

^with  the  simplicity  of  the  govern-  makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  ad: 

>ment,  and  necessary  to  an  efficient  vantages  of  this  system   are  not 

republic  service.      In  effecting  this  counterbalanced  by  many  evils,  aad 

.adjustment,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  whether  it  does  not  tend  to  beget  in 

,the  interests  of  the  different  states,  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  our 

.  and  even  to  the  preservation  of  the  countrymen  a  spirit  of  discontent 

Union  itself,  that  the  protection  af-  and  jealousy  dangerous  tothesta- 

forded     by   existing   laws  to  any  bility  of  the  Union. 
>branches  of  the  national  industry        What  then  shall  be  done  ?  Lai^ 

should  not  exceed  what  may  be  ne-  interests  have  grown  up  under  4ho 

.cessary  to  counteract  the   regula-  implied  pledge  of  our  national  iegiff- 

tlons  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  se-  lation,  which  it  would  seem  a  viola* 

cure  a  supply  of  those  articles  of  tion  of  public    fiuth    suddenly   to 

manufacture,  essential  to  the  nation-  abandon.     Nothing  could  justify  it 

al  independence  and  safety  in  time  but  the  public  safety,  which  is  the 

of  war.      Iff  upon  investigation  it  supreme  law.     But  those  who  have 

shall  be  found,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  vested  their  capital  in  manufactu- 

be,  that  the   legislative   protection  ring  establishments  cannot  eipeot 

granted  to  any  particular  interest  is  that  the  people  will  continue  per- 

greater  than  is  indispensably  requi-  manently  to  pay  high  taxes  for  their 

site  for  these  objects,  I  recommend  benefit  when  the  money  is  not  re» 
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quired  for  any  legitimate  purpose  in  States^  opposition  to  the    revenue 

the  administration  of  governQoent.  laws  has  risen  to  a  height  which 

Is  it  not  enough  that  the  high  duties  threatens  to  thwart  their  execution, 

have  heen  paid  as  long  as  the  mo-  if  not  to  endanger  the  integrity  of 

ney  arising  from  them  could  be  ap-  the  Union.     Whatever  obstructions^ 

plied  to  the  common  benefit  in  the  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the* 

extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  1  judicial  authorities  of  the  general 

Those  who  take  an  enlarged  view  government,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be 

of  the  condition  of  our  country  must  able  peaceably  to  overcome  them 

be  satisfied  that  the  poh'cy  of  pro-  by  the  prudence  of  their  own  ofR* 

tection  must  be  ultimately  limited  cers  and  the  patriotism  of  the  people, 

to  those  articles  of  domestic  manu-  But  should  this  reasonable  reliance 

facture  which  are  indispensable  to  on  the  moderation  and  good  sense 

our  safety  in  time  of  war.     Within  of  all  portions  of  our  fellow  citissens 

this  scope,  on  a  reasonable  scale,  it  be  disappointed,  it  is  believed  that 

is  recommended  by  every  conside.  the  laws  themselves  are  fully  ade* 

ration  of  patriotism  and  duty,  which  quate  to  the  suppression   of  such 

will  doubtless  always  secure  to  it  a  attempts  as   may  be  immediately 

liberal  and  efficient  support.      But  made.     Should  the  exigency  ariser 

beyond  this  object,  we  have  already  rendering  the  execution  of  the  ex^ 

seen   the  operation  of  the  system  isting  laws  impracticable  from  any 

productive  of  discontent.     In  some  cause  whatever,  prompt  notice  of  it 

sections  of  the  republic  its  influence  will  be  given  to  congress,  with  the 

is  deprecated  as  tending  to  concen-  suggestion  of  such  views  and  mea. 

trate  wealth  into  a  few  hcuids,  and  sures  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 

as  creating  those  germs  of  depend-  to  meet  it. 

ence  and  vice  which  in  other  coun-  In  conformity  with  principles 
tries  have  characterized  the  exist-  heretofore  explained,  and  with  the 
ence  of  monopolies,  and  proved  so  hope  of  reducing  the  general 
destructive  of  liberty  and  the  gene-  government  to  tliat  simple  ma- 
ral  good.  A  large  portion  of  the  chine  which  the  constitution  ore- 
people  in  one  section  of  the  republic  ated,  and  of  withdrawing  from  the 
declares  it  not  only  inexpedient  on  states  all  other  influence  than  that 
these  grounds,  but  as  disturbing  the  of  its  univeral  beneficence  in  pre* 
equal  relatiohs  of  property  by  le-  serving  peace,  aflTording  a  uniform 
gislation,  and  therefore  unconstitu-  currency,  maintaining  the  in  violabili- 
tional  and  unjust.  ty  of  contracts^  diffusing  intelligence^ 

Doubtless,  these  effects  are>  in  a  and  discharging  unfelt  its  other'  su> 

great  degree,  exaggerated,  and  may  perintending  functions,  I  recommend 

be  ascribed  to  a  mistaken  view  of  that  provision   be  made  to  dispose 

the  considerations  which  led  to  the  of  all  stocks  now  held  by  it  in  cor« 

adoption  of  the  tariff  system  ;  but  porations,   whether  created   by  the 

they  are  nevertheless  important  in  general   or  state  governments,  and 

enabling  us  to  review  the  subject  placing  the  proceeds  in  the  treasu- 

with  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  ry.     As  a  source  of  profit,  these 

all  its  bearings  upon  the  great  in-  stocks  are  of  little  or  no  value;  a» 

terests  of  the  republic,  and  with  a  a  means   of  influence  among  the 

determination  to  dispose  of  it  so  states,  they  are  adverse  to  the  pu. 

that  none  can  with  justice  complain,  rity  of  our  institutions.    The  whole 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  state,  principle   on   which  they  are  based 

that  in  one  quarter  of  the  United  is  deemed  by  many  unconstitutional. 
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axKl  to  4)ersist  ih  the  policy   which  States,  for  the  purposes  of  general 

they  indicate  is  considered  wholly  harmony,  and  as  a  fund  to  meet  the 

inexpedient.  expenses  of  the  war.     The  recom- 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  mendation  was  adopted,  and  at  dif- 
an  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  ferent  periods  of  time,  the  states  of 
of  the  United  States  with  a  portion  Massachusetts,  New- York,  Virginia* 
of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  (^ent.  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
stock,  by  which  the  government  Georgia,  granted  their  vacant  soil 
will  be  deprived  of  the  usre  of  the  for  the  uses  for  which  they  had 
public  funds  longer  than  was  anti-  been  asked.  As  the  lands  may  now 
cipated.  By  this  arrangement,  be  considered  as  relieved  from  thiB 
which  will  be  particularly  explain-  pledge,  the  object  for  which  they 
ed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  were  ceded  having  been  accom. 
a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  plished,  it  is  in  the  discretion  of 
this  stock  may  be  postponed  until  congress  to  dispose  o[  them  in  such 
October,  1833 ;  and  thus  the  liabili-  way  as  best  to  conduce  to  the  quiet« 
ty  of  the  government,  afler  its  abili-  harmony,  and  general  interest  of 
ty  to  discbarge  the  debt,  may  be  the  American  people.  In  examin« 
continued  by  the  failure  of  the  bank  ing  this  question,  all  local  and  see- 
to  perform  its  duties.  tional  feelings  should  be  discardedy 

Such    measures  as   are    within  and  the  whole  United  States  regard- 

the  reach  of  the   secretary  of  the  ed  as  one  people,  interested  alike  in 

treasury  have  been  taken,  to  enable  the    prosperity   of  their  common 

him  to  judge  whether  the  public  de-  country. 

posits  in  that  institution  may  be  re-        It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 

garded  as  entirely  safe ;    but  as  his  speedy  settlement   of  these   lands 

limited  power  may  prove  inadequate  constitutes  the  true  interest  of  the 

to  this  object,  I  recommend  the  sub-  republic.     The  wealth  and  strength 

ject  to  the  attention  of  congress,  un-  of  a  country  are  its  population,  and 

der  the  firm  belief  that  it  is  worthy  the  best  part  of  that  population  are 

of  their  serious  investigation.     An  the  cultivators  of  the  soU.     Inde- 

inquiry  into  the  transactions  of  the  pendent  farmers   are  every  where 

institution,  embracing  the  branches  the  basis  of  society,  and  true  friends 

as  well  as  the  principal  bank,  seems  of  liberty. 

called  for   by  the  credit   which  is        In   addition  to  these  COnsidera- 

given   throughout   the   country   to  tions,  questions  have  already  arisen^ 

many  serious  charges  impeaching  and  niay   be   expected  hereafler  to 

its  character,   and  which,  if  true,  grov^  out  of  the  public  lands,  which 

may  justly  excite  the  apprehension  involve  the  rights  of  the  new  states 

that  it  is  no  longer  a  safo  deposi-  and  the  powers  of  the  general  go- 

tory  of  the  money  of  the  people.  vernment;   and  unless  a  liberal  po- 

Among  the  interests  wliich  merit  licy  be  now  adopted,   there  is  dan- 

the  consideration  of  congress^  after  ger  that  these  questions  mayspeedi* 

the   payment  of  the   public  debt,  ly  assume  an  importance  not  noW 

one  of  the  most  important   in  my  generally  anticipated.  The  influence 

view  is  that  of  the   public   lands,  of  a  great  sectional  interest,   when 

Previous   to  the   formation  of  our  brougb.t   into   full   action,   will   be 

present  constitution,   it  was  recom-  found  more  dangerous  to  the  har- 

mended  by  congress,  that  a  portion  mony  and  union  of  the  states  than 

of  the   waste   lands  owned  by  the  any  other  cause  of  discontent ;  and 

states  should  be  ceded  to  the  United  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom   and  sound 
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{K>)ic}r  to  foresee    iti  approacbes,  part  has  been  expended  amoogat 

Imd  endearour,  if  possible,  to  coun-  them.      When  to  the  disadvantage 

teract  them.  of  their  situation  in  this  respect,  we 

Of  the  various  schemes  which  add  the  consideration  that  it  is  their 
have  been  hitherto  proposed  in  re-  labour  alone  which  gives  real  va- 
gard  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  lue  to  the  lands,  and  that  the  pro- 
lands,  none  has  yet  received  the  ceeds  arising  from  their  sale  are 
entire  approbation  of  the  national  distributed  chiefly  among  states 
legislature.  Deeply  impressed  with  which  had  not  originally  any  claim 
the  importance  oi  a  speedy  and  sa-  to  them,  and  which  have  enjoyed 
tisfaatory  arrangement  of  the  sub-  the  undivided  emolument  arising 
ject,  1  deem  it  my  duty  on  this  oc-  from  the  sale  of  their  own  lands,  it 
casion  to  urge  it  upon  your  consi-  cannot  be  expected  that  the  new 
deration*  and,  to  the  propositions  states  will  remain  longer  contented 
which  have  been  hereiofore  sug-  with  the  present  policy  af^er  the 
gested  by  others,  to  contribute  those  payment  of  the  public  debt.  To 
reflections  which  have  occurred  to  avert  the  consequences  which  may 
Bie,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  as-  be  apprehended  from  this  course,  to 
fist  you  in  your  future  delibera-  put  an  end  for  ever  to  all  partial 
tioDs*  and   interested  legislatipn  on   this 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  po-  subject,  and  to  afford  ta  every 
licy  that  the  public  lands  shall  cease,  American  citizen  of  enterprise  the 
as  soon  as  practicable,  to  be  a  opportunity  of  securing  an  independ- 
source  of  revenue,  and  that  they  be  ent  freehold,  it  seems  to  me,  there, 
sold  to  settlers  in  limited  parcels  at  fbre^  best  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
a  price  barely  sufficient  to  reimburse  raising  a  future  revenue  out  of  the 
to  the  United  States  the  expense  of  public  lands. 
the  present  system,  and  the  cost  In  former  messages  I  have  ex- 
arising  under  our  Indian  compacts,  pressed  my  conv^tion,  that  the  con- 
The  advantages  of  accurate  surveys  stitution  does  not  warrant  the  applica- 
and  undoubt^  titles,  now  secured  to  tion  of  the  funds  of  the  general  go- 
purchasers,  seem  to  forbid  the  abo-  vemment  to  objects  of  internal 
lition  of  the  present  system,  because  improvement  which  are  not  national 
none  can  be  substituted  which  will  in  their  character,  and  both  as  a 
more  perfectly  accomplish  these  ini»  means  of  doing  justice  to  all  inte- 
portant  ends.  It  is  desirable,  bow.  rests,  and  putting  an  end  to  a  course 
ever,  that  in  convenient  time  this  of  legislation  calculated  to  destroy 
machinery  be  withdrawn  from  the  the  purity  of  the  government,  have 
states,  and  that  the  right  of  soil,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 
the  future  disposition  of  it,  be  surren.  whole  subject  to  some  fixed  and 
dered  to  the  states  respectively  in  certain  rule.  As  there  never  will 
which  it  lies.  occur  a  period,  perhaps,  more  pro- 

The  adventurous  and  hardy  po-  pitious  than  the  present   to   the  ac- 

pulation  of  the  west,  besides  contri-  complishment  of  this  object,   1  beg 

buting  their  equal  share  of  taxation  leave  to  press  the  subject  again  up- 

under  our  impost  system,  have,  in  on  your  attention. 

the  progress  ot  our  government,  for  Without  some  general  and  well- 

the  lands  they  occupy,  paid  into  the  defined  principles,  ascertaining  those 

treasury  a  large  proportion  of  forty  objects  of  internal  improvement  to 

millions  of  dollars,  and  of  the  reve«  which  the  means  of  the  nation  may 

nue  received  therefrom,  but  a  small  be  constitutionally  applied,  it  is  ob- 
M 
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▼iousy  that  the  exercise  of  the  pow-        Being  solemnly  impressed  with 
er  can  never  be  satisfactory.     Be-  the  conviction,  that  the  extension  of 
sides  the  danger  to  which  it  exposes  the  power  to  make  internal  improve- 
congress  of  making  hasty  appropria-  ments  beyond  the  limit  I  have  sug- 
tions  to  works  of  the  character  of  gested,evenifit  be  deemed  constitu* 
which  they  may  be  frequently  ig-  tional,  is  subversive  of  the  best  inte- 
norant,  it  promotes  a  mischievous  rests  oi  our  country*  I  earnestly  re* 
and  corrupting  influence  upon  the  commend  to  congress  to  refrain  from 
elections,  by  holding  out  to  the  peo-  its  exercise,  in  doubtful  cases,  ex- 
ple  the  fallacious  hope  that  the  sue-  cept  in   relation  to  improvements 
cess  of  a  certain  candidate  will  make  already  b^un,  unless  they  shall 
navigable  their  neighbouring  creek  first  procure  from  the  states  such 
or  river,  bring  commerce  to  their  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  as 
doors,  and  increase  the  value  of  will  define  its  character,  and  pre* 
their  •property.      It  thus  favours  acribe  its  bounds.     If  the  states  feel 
combinations  to  squander  the  trea-  themselves  competent  to  these  ob- 
sure  of  the  country  upon  a  multi*  jects,  why  should  this  government 
tude  of  local  objects,  as  fatal  to  just  wish  to  assume  the  power  ?  If  they 
legislation  as  to  the  purity  of  public  do  not,  then  they  will  not  hesitate 
men.  to  make  the  grant.     Both  govem- 
If  a    system    compatible    with  ments  are  the  governments  of  the 
the  constitution  cannot  be  devised,  people:     improvements    must    be 
which  i»  free  from  such  tendencies,  made  with  the  money  of  the  people ; 
we  should  recollect  that  that  instru-  and  if  the  money  can  be  collected  and 
ment  provides  within  itself  the  mode  applied  by  those  more  simple  and  eco- 
of  its  amendment ;  and  that  there  is,  nomical  political  machines,  the  state 
therefore,  no  excuse  for  the  assump-  governments,  it  will  unquestionably 
tion  of  doubtful  powers  by  the  ge-  be  safer  and  better  for  the  people^ 
neral  government*    If  those  which  than  to  add  to  the  splendour,  the 
are  clearly  granted  shall  be  found  patronage,  and  the  {>ower  of  the  ge« 
incompetent  to  the  ends  of  its  ere-  neral  government.     But  if  the  peo« 
ation,  it  can  at  any  time  apply  for  pie  of  the  several  states  think  other- 
their  enlargement ;    and  there  is  no  wise,  they  will  amend  the  oonstitu- 
probability  that  such  an  application,  tion,  and  in  their  decidon  all  ought 
if  founded  on  the  public  interest,  cheerfully  to  acquiesce, 
will  ever  be  refused.      If  the  pro-        For  a  detailed   and  hi|(hly  sa- 
priety  of  the  proposed  grant  be  not  tisfactory  view  of  the  operations  of . 
sufficiently   apparent  to  conunand  the  war  department,  I  refer  you  to 
the  assent  of  three  fourths  of  the  the  accompanying  report  of  the  se- 
states,  the  best  possible  reason  why  cretary  of  war. 
the  power  should  not   be  assumed        The  hostile  incursions  of  the  Sac 
on  doubtful  authority  is  afforded ;  and  Fox  Indians  necessarily  led  to 
for  if  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  the  interposition  of  the  government, 
states   are   unwilling  to  make  the  A  portion  of  the  troops  under  Gene- 
grant,  its  exercise  will  be  produe-  rals  Scott  and  Atkinson,  and  of  the 
tive  of  disoontents   which   will  far  militia  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  were 
overbalance  any  advantages  that  called  into  the  field.     After  a  ha- 
could  be  derived  from  it.    All  must  rassing  warfare,  prolonged  by  the 
admit,  that  there  is  nothing  so  wor.  nature  of  the  country,   and  by  the 
thy  of  the  constant  solicitude  of  this  difficulty  of  procuring  subsistence, 
government  as  the  harmony  and  the  Indians  were  entirely  defeated, 
union  of  the  people.  and  the  disaffected  dispersed  or  de- 
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ftroyed.    The  result  has  been  ere-  danger,  as  they  do  its  check  in  the 

ditable  to  the  troops  engaged  in  the  hour  of  safety* 

service.     Severe  as  is  the  lesson  to  But  it  is  obvious  that  the  militia 

thelndiana»itwas  rendered  necessa-  system  is  imperfect.     Much  time  is 

ry  by  their  unprovoked  aggressions ;  lost^  much  unnecessary  expense  in- 

auad  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  its  im-  curred,  and  much  public  property 

pression  will  be  permanent  and  sa-  wasted,  under  the  present  arrange- 

lutary.  ment.     Little  use&l  knowledge  is 

This  camptugn  has  evinced  the  gained  by  the  musters  and  drills,  as 

efficient  organization  of  the  army,  now  established,  and  the  whole  sub- 

and  its  capacity  for  prompt  and  ac-  ject  evidently  requires  a  thorough 

tire  service.     Its  several  depart-  examination.     Whether  a  plan  of 

ments  have  performed  their  functions  classification,  remedying  these  de. 

with  energy  and  despatch*  and  the  fects,  and  providing  for  a  system  of 

general  movement  was  satisfactory,  instruction,  might  not  be  adopted,  is 

Our  fellow  citizens  upon  the  fron.  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 

tiers  were  ready,  as  they  always  congress.    •  The  constitotion    has 

are,  in  the  tender  of  their  services  vested  in  the  general  government 

in  the  hour  of  danger.    But  a  more  an  independent  authority  upon  the 

efficient  organization  of  our  militia  subject  of  the  militia,  which  renders 

system  is  essential  to  that  security  its  action  essential  to  the  establish, 

which  is  one  of  the  principal  objects  ment  or  improvement  of  the  system. 

of  all  governments.    Neither  our  And  I  recommend  the  matter  to 

situation  nor  our  institutions  require  your  consideration,  in  the  convic* 

or  permit  the  maintenance  of  a  tion,  that  the  state  of  this  important 

lai^  regular  force.    History  ofiers  ann  of  the  public  defence  requires 

loo  many  lessons  of  the  fetal  result  your  attention, 

of  such  a  measure  not  to  warn  us  I  sm  happy  to  inform  you,  tluit 

against  its  adoption  here.    The  ex-  the  wise  and  humane  policy  of  trans* 

pense  which  attends  it,  the  obvious  ferring  from  the  eastern  to  the  west, 

tendency  to  employ  it  because  it  ex*  em  side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  rem. 

ists,  and  thus  to  engage  in  unneces-  nants  of  our  aboriginal  tribes,  with 

sary  wars,  and  its  ultimate  danger  their  own  consent,  and   upon  just 

to  public  liberty,  will  lead  us,  I  terms,  has  been  steadily  pursued, 

trusty  to  place  our  principal  dep^i-  and  is  approaching,  I  trust,  its  con- 

denoe  for  protection  upon  the  great  summation.     By  reference  to  the 

body  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic,  report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and 

If  in  asserting  rights,  or  in  repelling  to  the  documents  submitted  with  it, 

wrongs,  war  should  come  upon  us,  you  will  see  the  progress  which  has 

our  regular  ferce  should  be  increas-  been  made  since  your  last  session, 

ed  to  an  extent  proportioned  to  the  in  the  arrangement  of  the  various 

emeigency  ;  and  our  present  small  matters  connected  with  our  Indian 

army  is  a  necleus  around   which  relations.  With  one  exception,  eve- 

such  force  could  be  formed  and  em-  ry  subject  involving  any  question 

bodied.   But  fer  the  purposes  of  de-  of  conflicting  jurisdiction,  or  of  pe. 

fence  in    ordinary  circumstances,  culiar  difHculty,  has  been  hapfnly 

we  must  rely    upon  the  electors  disposed  of,  and  the  conviction  eri- 

of  the  country.     Those  by  whom,  dently  gains  ground  among  the  In* 

and  for  whom,  the  government  was  dians,that  their  removal  to  the  coun- 

instituted  and  is  supported,  will  con-  try  assigned  by  the  United  States 
fltitute  its  protection  Ia  the  hour  of  for  their  permanent  residence,  fur* 
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will  work  out  improvemeDts  and 
ameliorations  which  cannot  fail  to 
demonstrate  that  the  great  truth,  that 
the  people  can  govern  themselves, 
is  not  only  realized  in  our  example, 
but  that  it  is  done  by  a  machinery 
in  government  so  simple  and  econo- 
mical as  scarcely  to  be  felt.     That 


the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Univene 
may  so  direct  our  deliberations,  aod 
overrule  our  acts,  as  to  make  us  in- 
strumental in  securing  a  result  so 
dear  to  mankind,  is  my  most  earnest 
and  sincere  prayer. 

Andrew  Jackson. 

Decembtf  4th,  1833. 


Veto  of  the  BiM  allowing  Interest  on  ike  Claims  of  the  States. 


Washiiigton,  December  6th,  1833. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  avail  myself  of  this  early  op- 
portunity to  return  to  the  senate, 
in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  enti- 
tled **  an  act  providing  for  the  final 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  states  for 
interest  on  advances  to  the  United 
States  made  during  the  late  war," 
with  the  reasons  which  induced  me 
to  withhold  my  approbation,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  it  has  failed  to 
J)ecome  a  law. 

This  bill  was  presented  to  me  for 
my  signature  on  the  last  day  of 
your  session,  and  when  I  was  com- 

Eelled  to  consider  a  variety  of  other 
ills  of  greater  urgency  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  It  obviously  embraced 
a  principle  in  the  allowance  of  in- 
terest different  from  that  which  had 
been  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
the  accounting  oAcers,  or  by  the 
previous  legislation  of  congress,  in 
regard  to  advances  by  the  states, 
and  without  any  apparent  grounds 
for  the  change. 

Previously  to  giving  my  sanction 
to  80  great  an  extension  of  the  prac- 
tice of  allowing  interest  upon  ac- 
counts  with  the  government,  and 
which,  in  its  consequences,  and 
from  analogy,  might  not  only  call 
for  large  payments  from  the  trea- 
jRiry,  but  doturb  the  great  mass  of 


individual  accounts  long  unce  final- 
ly settled,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
make  a  more  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  than  it  was  poesi* 
Ble  for  me  to  do  previously  to  the 
close  of  your  last  session.  I  adopt* 
ed  this  course  the  more  readily, 
from  the  consideration  that  as  the 
bill  contained  no  appropriation,  the 
states  which  would  have  been  en- 
titled to  claim  its  benefits,  could  not 
have  received  them  without  the 
fuller  legislation  of  congress. 

The  principle  which  this  bill  au- 
thorizes, varies  not  only  from  the 
practice  uniformly  adopted  by  many 
of  the  accounting  officers  ia  the  case 
of  mdividual  accounts,  and  in  those 
of  the  states  finally  settled  and  clos- 
ed  previously  to  your  last  session, 
but  also  from  that  pursued  under 
the  act  of  your  last  session,  for  the 
adjustment  and  settlement  of  the 
claims  of  the  state  of  South  Caroli. 
na.  This  last  act  prescribed  no 
particular  mode  for  the  allowance 
of  interest,  which,  therefore,  in  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  con* 
gress  in  previous  cases,  and  with 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  auditor 
by  whom  the  account  was  settled, 
was  computed  on  the  sums  expend- 
ed by  the  state  of  South  Carolina 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  had  been  repak) 
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to  the  state,  and  the  fmyments  made 
by  the  United  States  were  deducted 
from  the  principal  sums,  exclusive 
of  the  interest;  thereby  stopping 
future  interest  on  so  much  of  the 
principal  as  had  been  reimbursed 
by  the  payment. 

I  deem  it  proper,  moreover,  to 
observe,  that  both  under  the  act  of 
the  5th  of  August,  1790,  and  that 
of  the  12th  of  February,  1793,  au. 
thorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 


countB  between  the  tJnited  States 
and  the  individual  states,  arising  out 
of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  in- 
terest on  these  accounts  was  com- 
puted in  conformity  with  the  prac-* 
tice  already  adverted  to,  and  fromi 
whieh  the  biU  now  returned  is  a  de- 
parture. 

With  these  reasons  and  considd^ 
rations,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  se- 
nate. 

Andrew  Jacksow. 


Veto  of  the  Light  House  BiU. 


To  the  House  of  Repreeentatires. 

In  addition  to  the  general  views 
I  have  heretofore  expressed  to  con- 
gress  on  the  subject  of  internal  im. 
provementi  it  is  my  duty  to  advert 
to  it  again  in  stating  my  objections 
to  the  bill  entitled  **  an  act  for  the 
improvement  of  certain  harbours 
and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers," 
which  was  not  received  a  sufficient 
time  befi>re  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion to  enable  me  to  examine  it  be- 
fore the  adjournment. 

Having  maturely  considered  that 
bill  within  the  time  allowed  me  by  the 
constitution,  and  being  convinced 
that  some  of  its  provisions  conflict 
with  the  rule  adopted  for  my  guide 
on  this  subject  of  legislation,  I  have 
been  compelled  to  withhold  from  it 
my  signature,  and  it  has  therefore 
failed  to  become  a  law. 

To  facilitate  as  fiir  as  I  can  the 
intelligent  action  of  congress  upon 
the  subjects  embraced  in  this  bill,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
engineer  department,  distinguishing, 
as  far  as  the  information  in  its  pos- 
session  would  enable  it,  between 
those  appropriations  which  do,  and 
those  which  do  not,  conflict  with  the 
rules  by  which  my  conduct,  in  this 


respect,  has  hitherto  been  governed^ 
By  that  report  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  a  class  of  appropriations  in 
the  bill  for  the  improvement  of 
streams  that  are  not  navigable,  that 
are  not  channels  of  commerce,  and 
that  do  not  pertain  to  the  harbours 
or  ports  of  entry  designated  by  any 
law,  or  have  ascertained  any  con-r 
nexion  with  the  usual  establish- 
ments for  the  security  of  commerce/ 
external  or  internal. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  appropria* 
tions  involve  the  sanction  of  a  prin-' 
ciple  that  concedes  to  the  general 
government  an  unlimited  power  over 
the  subject  oflnfernal  improvemends 
and  that  I  could  not,  therefore,  ap* 
prove  a  bill  containing  them,  without 
receding  from  the  positions  taken  in 
my  veto  of  the  Maysville  road  bill/ 
and  afterwards  in  my  ipinual  met^ 
sage  of  December  7th,  1830. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  ruletf 
by  which  the  classifiation  of  the  im- 
provements  in  this  bill  has  been 
made  by  the  engineer  department^ 
are  not  more  definite  and  certain, 
and  that  embarrassment  may  not 
always  be  avoided  by  the  obser- 
vance of  them  ;  but,  as  neither  my 
own  reflection,  nor  the  lights  de- 
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rived  from  other  source*,  have  fur* 
nished  me  with  a  better  guide,  I 
shall  coDiioue  to  apply  mj  best  ex- 
ertions to  their  application  and 
enlbrcement.  In  thus  employing 
my  best  faculties  to  exercise  the 
powers  with  which  I  am  invested, 
to  avoid  evils,  and  to  effect  the  great- 
est attainable  good  for  our  common 
country,  I  feel  that  1  may  trust  to 
your  cordial  co-operation ;  and  the 
experience  of  the  past  leaves  me  no 
room  to  doubt  the  liberal  indul- 
gence and  favourable  consideration 
of  those  for  whom  we  act. 

The  grounds  upon  which  I  have 
given  my  assent  to  appropriations 
for  the  construction  of  light  houses, 
beacons,  buoys,  public  piers,  and  the 
removal  of  sand  bars^  sawyers,  and 


other  temporary,  or  partial  impedi-r 
ments  in  our  navigable  rirerB  and 
harbours,  and  with  which  many  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  correspond^ 
have  been  so  fully  stated,  that  I 
trust  a  repetition  of  them  is  unneces- 
sary. Had  there  been  incorporated 
in  the  bill  no  provisons  for  work»  of 
a  different  description,  depending OD 
principles  which  extend  the  power 
of  making  appropriations  to  every 
object  which  the  discretion  of  the 
government  may  select,  and  losing 
sight  of  the  distinctions  between  na^ 
tional  and  local  character  which  I 
had  stated  would  be  my  future 
guide  on  the  subject,  I  should  have 
cheerfully  signed  the  bill. 

Andrew  Jackson. 
December  6tb,  1833* 


PROCLAMATION. 


Sy  Andrew  Jackson,  PresidetU  of  the  Untied  States. 


Whereas  a  convention  assem- 
bled in  the  state  of  South  Carolina 
have  passed  an  ordinance,  by  which 
they  declare,  "that  the  several  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  of  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  purporting  to  be 
laws  for  the  imposing  of  duties  and 
imposts  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign commodities,  and  now  having 
actual  operation  and  effect  within 
the  United  States,  and  more  espe- 
cially" two  acts,  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, passed  on  the  29th  o(^  May, 
1828,  and  on  the  14th  of  July,  1832, 
•*  are  unauthorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  vio- 
late the  true  meaning  and  intent 
thereof,  and  are  null  and  void,  and 
no  law,"  nor  binding  on  the  citi- 
zens of  that  state   or  its   ofRccre ; 


and  by  the  said  ordinance  it  is  fuf« 
ther  declared  to  be  unlawful  for  any 
of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
state,  or  of  the  United  States,  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  said  acts  within  the 
same  state,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  give  fuU  efiect 
to  the  said  ordinance : 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  ordi* 
nance  it  is  further  ordained,  that  in 
no  case  of  law  or  equity,  decided 
in  the  courts  of  said  state,  wherein 
shall  be  drawn  in  question  the  va* 
lidity  of  the  said  ordinance,  or  of  the 
acts  of  the  legislature  that  may  be 
passed  to  give  it  effect,  or  of  the  said 
laws  of  the  United  States,  no  appeal 
shall   be  allowed  to  the  suprenoa 
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CdttTt  of  the  United  States^  nor  shall  brought  us,  by  the  favour  of  heaven, 

•aay  copy  of  the  record  be  permitted  to  a  state  of  prosperity  at  home, 

or  allowed  for  ihat  purpose ;  and  that  and  high  consideration  abroad,  rare« 

•Any  person  attempting  to  take  such  ly,  if  ever,  equaled  in  the  history 

Appeal  shall  be  punished  as  for  a  of  nations.     To  preserve  this  bond 

contempt  of  court.  of  our  political  existence  from  de- 

And,  finally,  the  said  ordinance  struction,  to  maintain  inviolate  this 
declares  that  the  people  of  South  state  of  national  honour  and  pros- 
Carolina  will  maintain  the  said  or-  perity,  and  to  justify  the  confidence 
dinance  at  every  hazard ;  and  that  my  fellow  citizens  have  reposed  in 
they  will  consider  the  passage  of  me,  I,  Andrew  Jackson,  Prendsni 
any  act  by  congress  abolishing  or  of  the  United  SteUes^  have  thought 
dosing  the  ports  of  the  said  state,  proper  to  issue  this  my  PROCLA- 
or  otherwise  obstructing  the  free  in-  MAT  [ON,  stating  my  views  of  the 
gross  or  egress  of  vessels  to  and  constitution  and  laws  applicable  to 
firom  the  said  ports,  or  any  otlier  the  measures  adopted  by  the  con- 
act  of  the  federal  government  to  CO.  vention  of  South  Carolina,  and  to 
eroe  the  state,  shut  up  her  ports,  the  reasons  they  have  put  forth  to 
destroy  or  harass  her  commerce,  or  sustain  them,  declaring  the  course 
to  enforce  the  said  acts  otherwise  which  duty  will  require  me  to  pur- 
than  through  the  civil  tribunals  of  sue,  and,  appealing  to  the  under- 
the  country,  as  inconsistent  with  the  standing  and  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
longer  continuance  of  South  Caro.  pie,  warn  them  of  the  consequences 
lina  in  the  union ;  and  that  the  peo-  that  must  inevitably  result  from  an 
pie  of  the  said  state  will  thenceforth  observance  of  the  dictates  of  the 
liold  themselves   absolved   from  all  convention. 

further  obligation  to  maintain  or  Strict  duty  would  (require  of  me 
preserve  their  political  connexion  nothing  more  than  the  exercise  of 
with  the  people  ofthe  other  states,  and  those  powers  with  which  I  am  now, 
will  forthwith  proceed  to  organize  or  may  hereafler  be,  invested,  for 
a  separate  government,  and  do  all  preserving  the  peace  of  the  union, 
other  acts  and  things  which  sove-  and  for  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
reign  and  independent  states  may  of  But  the  imposing  aspect  which  op- 
right  do :  position  has  assumed  in  this  case, 

And  whereas  the  said  ordinance  by  clothing  itself  with  state  autho- 

prescribes  to  the  people  of  South  rity,  and  the   deep  interest  which 

Carolina  a  course  of  conduct  in  di-  the  people  ofthe  United  States  must 

net  violation  o{  their  duty  as  citi-  all   feel  in   preventing  a  resort  to 

zens  ofthe  United  States,  contraiy  stronger  measures,  while  there  is  a 

to  the  laws  of  their  country,  subver-  hope  that  any  thing  will  be  yielded 

sive  of  its  constitution,  and  having  to  reasoning  and  remonstrance,  per- 

for  its  object  the  destruction  of  the  haps  demand,   and  will   certainly 

union;   that  union   which,   coeval  justify,  a  full  exposition  to  South 

with  our  political  existence,  led  our  Carolina  and  the  nation  ofthe  views 

fathers,  without  any  other  ties  to  I  entertain  of  this  important  ques- 

unite  them  than  those  of  patriotism  tion,  as  well  as  a  distinct  enuncia- 

and  a  common  cause^  through  a  tion  of  the  course  which  my  sense 

sanguinary  straggle  to  a  glorious  of  duty  will  require  me  to  pursue, 

independence ;    that  sacred  union.  The  ordinance  is  founded  not  on 

hitherto  inviolate,  which,  perfected  the  indefeasible   right  of  resisting 

by   our    happy    constitution,    has  acts  which  are  plainly  unconstitu- 
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tional,  and  too  oppressive  to  be  en.  the  judges  in  every  tiate  shaU  ba 
dured,  but  on  the  strange  position  bound  Sierebj,  any  thing  in  the 
that  any  one  state  may  not  only  de-  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to 
clare  an  act  of  congress  void,  but  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  And 
prohibit  its  execution ;  that  they  it  may  be  asserted  without  the  fear 
may  do  this  consistently  with  the  of  refution,  that  no  federative  go» 
constitution ;  that  the  true  construe-  vernment  could  exist  without  a  si- 
tion  of  that  instrument  permits  a  roilar  provision.  Look,  for  a  mo- 
state  to  retain  its  place  in  the  union,  ment,  to  the  conse^ence.  If  South 
and  yet  be  bound  by  no  other  of  its  Carolina  considers  the  revenue  laws 
laws  than  those  it  may  choose  to  unconstitutional,  and  has  a  right  to 
consider  as  constitutional.  It  is  true,  prevent  their  execution  in  the  port 
they  add,  that,  to  justify  this  abro.  of  Charleston,  there  would  be  a 
gation  of  a  law,  it  must  be  palpably  clear  constitutional  objecti<xi  to  their 
contrary  to  the  constitution ;  but  it  collection  in  every  other  port,  and 
is  evident,  that  to  give  the  right  of  no  revenue  could  be  collected  any 
resisting  laws  of  that  description,  where ;  for  all  imposts  must  be 
coupled  with  the  uncontrolled  right  equal.  It  is  no  answer  to  repeat 
to  decide  what  laws  deserve  that  that  an  unconstutional  law  is  no 
character,  is  to  give  the  power  of  law,  so  long  as  the  question  of  its 
resisting  all  laws.  For  as  by  the  legality  is  to  be  decided  by  the  state 
theory  there  is  no  appeal,  the  rea-  itself;  for  every  law  operating  in- 
son  alleged  by  the  state,  good  or  juriously  upon  any  local  interest 
bad,  must  prevail.  If  it  should  be  will  be  perhaps  thought,  and  cer- 
said  that  public  opinion  is  a  suffi-  tainly  represented,  as  unconstitu- 
cient  check  against  the  abuse  of  tional,  and,  as  has  been  shown,  there 
this  power,  it  may  be  asked  why  it  is  no  appeal, 
is  not  deemed  a  sufficient  guard  If  this  doctrine  had  been  estab^ 
against  the  passage  of  an  unconsti-  lished  at  an  earlier  day,  the  union 
tutional  act  by  congress.  There  would  have  been  dissolved  in  its  in* 
is,  however,  a  restraint  in  this  last  fancy.  The  excise  law  in  Penn- 
case,  which  makes  the  assumed  sylvania,  the  embargo  and  non^in- 
power  of  a  state  more  indefensible,  tercourse  law  in  the  eastern  states, 
and  which  does  not  exist  in  the  the  carriage  tax  m  Virginia,  were  all 
other.  There  arc  two  appeals  from  deemed  unconstitutional,  and  were 
an  unconstitutional  act  passed  by  more  unequal  in  their  operation  than 
congress — one  to  the  judiciary,  the  any  of  the  laws  now  complained 
other  to  the  people  and  the  states,  of;  but  fortunately,  none  of  those 
There  is  no  appeal  from  the  state  states  discovered  that  they  had  the 
decision  in  theory  ;  and  the  practi-  right  now  claimed  by  South  Caro- 
cal  illustration  shows  that  the  courts  lina.  The  war  into  which  we 
are  closed  against  the  application  were  forced,  to  support  the  dignity 
to  review  it,  both  judges  and  jurors  of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of 
being  sworn  to  decide  in  its  favour,  our  citizens,  might  have  ended 
But  reasoning  on  this  subject  is  su-  in  defeat  and  disgrace,  instead  of 
pcrfluous  when  our  social  compact  victory  and  honour,  if  the  states, 
in  express  terms  declares,  that  the  who  supposed  it  a  ruinous  and  un- 
laws of  the  United  States,  its  consti.  constitutional  measure,  bad  thought 
tution,  and  treaties  made  under  it,  they  possessed  the  right  of  nuUify- 
are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  ing  the  act  by  which  it  was  dcclar- 
and,  for  greater  caution,  adds,  "that  cd,  and  denying  supplies  for  its  pro- 
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aecutioQ.     Hardly  and  unequally  the  congress,  or  refiise  to  gubmit  to 

«8  those  measures  bore  upon  seve-  its  execution ;  but  no  provision  was 

ral  members  of  the  union,  to  the  le-  made  to  enforce  these  decisions, 

gislatures  of  none  did  this  efficient  Congress    made    requisitions,    but 

and  peaceable  remedy,  as  it  is  call-  they  were  not  complied  with.    The 

^«  suggest  itself.     The  discovery  government  could  not  operate  on 

of  this  important  feature  incur  con-  individuals.     They  had  no  judicia- 

stitution  was  reserved  to  the  pre-  ry,  no  means  of  collecting  revenue, 

sent  day.  Tothe  statesmen  of  South  But  the  defects  of  the  confedera- 

Carolina  belongs  the  invention,  and  tion   need  not  be  detailed.     Under 

upon  the  citizens  of  that  state  will  its  operation  we  could  scarcely  be 

unfortunately  fall  the  evils  of- redu-  called  a  nation.     We  had  neither 

cing  it  to  practice.  prosperity  at  home  nor  considera- 

If  the  doctrine  of  state  veto  upon  tion  abroad.     This  state  of  things 

the  laws  of  the  union  carries  with  could  not  be  endured,  and  our  pre- 

it  internal  evidence  of  its  impractica-  »ent  happy  constitution  was  formed ; 

ble  absurdity,  our  constitutional  his-  but  formed  in  vain,  if  this  fatal  doc- 

tory  will  also  afford  abundant  proof  trine  prevails.     It  was  formed  for 

that  it  would  have  been  repudiated  important  objects  that  are  announ- 

with  indignation,  had  it  been  propo-  ced  in  the   preamble  made  in  the 

sed  to  form  a  feature  in  our  go-  name  and  by  the  authority   of  the 

vemment.  people  of  the  United  States,  whose 

In  our  colonial  state,  although  delegates  framed,  and  whose  con- 
dependent  on  another  power,  we  ve-  ventions  approved  it.  The  most 
ry  early  considered  ourselves  as  important  among  these  objects,  that 
connected  by  common  interest  with  which  is  placed  first  in  rank,  on 
each  other.  Leagues  were  formed  which  all  the  others  rest,  is,  <<  to 
for  comnoon  defence,  and  before  the  form  a  mart  perfect  union,^^  Now, 
Declaration  of  Independence,  we  is  it  possible  that,  even  if  there  were 
were  known  in  our  aggregate  cha-  no  express  provision  giving  supre- 
racter  as  trb  United  Colonies  of  macy  to  the  constitution  and  laws 
Ambbici..  That  decisive  and  im-  of  the  United  States  over  those  of 
portant  step  was  taken  jointly.  We  the  states,  it  can  be  conceived, 
declared  ourselves  a  nation  by  a  that  an  instrument  made  for  the 
joint,  not  by  several  acts ;  and  purpose  of  ^* forming  a  more  perfect 
when  the  terms  of  our  confedera-  union"  than  that  of  the  confedera- 
tion were  reduced  to  form,  it  was  tion,  could  be  so  constructed  by  the 
in  that  of  a  solemn  league  of  several  assembled  wisdom  of  our  country  as 
states,  by  which  they  agreed  that  tosubstitutefor  that  con  federation  a 
they  woidd,  collectively,  form  one  form  of  government  dependent  for 
nation  for  Uie  purpose  of  conduct,  its  existence  on  the  local  interest, 
ing  some  certain  domestic  concerns,  the  party  roirit  of  a  state,  or  of  a 
and  all  foreign  relations.  In  the  prevailing  mction  in  a  state  7  Every 
instrument  forming  that  union,  is  man  of  a  plain  unsophisticated  under- 
found  an  article  which  declares  that  standing,  who  bears  the  question, 
'<  every  state  shall  abide  by  the  de.  will  give  such  an  answer  as  will 
termiaations  of  congress  on  all  qoes-  preserve  the  onion.  Metaphysical 
tioos  whkh  by  that  oonfbderation  subtlety,  in  pursuit  of  an  impracti. 
should  be  submitted  to  them.**  cable  theory,  could  alone  have  de. 

Under  the  confederation,  then,  no  vised  one  that  is  calculated  to  de« 

state  could  legally  annul  a  decision  of  stroy  it. 
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I  consider,  then,  the  power  to  an-  scrutiny  t  How  often  may  bad  pCff- 

nul  a  law  of  the  United  States,  poses  be  falsely  imputed  ?    in  how 

assumed  by  one  state,  incompatiblb  many  cases  are  they  coneealed  by 

WITH  THB  ExisTBNCB  OF  THE  UNION,  false  professions  ?   in  how  many  is 

CONTRADICTED   EXPRESSLY  BY  THE  no  declaration  of  motire  made? 

LETTER  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION,  UN-  Admit  this  doctrioo,   and  yott  give 

AUTHORIZED  BY  ITS  SPIRIT,  iNcoN-  to  the  States  an  uncontrolled  lighl 

siSTENT  WITH  EVERY  PRINCIPLE  ON  to  decide,  and  every  law  may  be 

WHICH  IT  WAS  FOUNDED,  AND  DE-  annulled  under  this  pretext.      It, 

STRucTiVB  OF  THE  GREAT  OBJECT  therefore,  the  absurd  and  danger. 

FOR  WHICH  IT  WAS  FORMED.  ous  doctrine  should  be  admitted, 

Ailer  this  general   view  of  the  that   a  state  may  annul  an  uncoD- 

leading  principle,  we  must  examine  stitutional  law,  or  one  that  it  deems 

theparticular  application  of  it  which  such,  it  will  not  apply  to  the  pre- 

is  made  in  the  ordinance.  sent  case. 

The  preamble  rests  its  justifica*  The  next  objection  is,  that  the 
tion  on  these  grounds  :  It  assumes  laws  in  question  operate  unequally, 
as  a  fact,  that  the  obnoxious  laws.  This  objection  may  be  made  witb 
although  they  purport  to  be  laws  truth  to  every  law  that  has  been  or 
for  raising  revenue,  were  in  reality  can  be  passed.  The  wisdom  of  man 
intended  for  the  protection  of  manu-  never  yet  contrived  a  system  oftaxa* 
factures,  which  purpose  it  asserts  to  tion  that  would  operate  with  perfect 
be  unconstitutional ;  that  the  opera-  equality.  If  the  unequal  operatioQ 
tion  of  these  laws  is  unequal ;  that  of  a  law  makes  it  unconstitutional^ 
the  amount  raised  by  them  is  greater  and  if  all  laws  of  that  descriptios 
than  is  required  by  the  wants  of  may  be  abrogated  by  any  state  for 
the  government ;  and,  finally,  that  that  cause,  then  indeed  is  the  fede- 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied  to  ral  constitution  unworthy  of  the 
objects  unauthorized  by  the  consti-  sfightest  effort  for  its  preservation, 
lution.  These  are  the  only  causes  Wo  have  hitherto  relied  on  it  as 
alleged  to  justify  an  open  opposi-  the  perpetual  bond  of  our  union* 
tion  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  We  have  received  it  as  the  work  of 
a  threat  of  seceding  from  the  union,  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  natioo. 
if  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  We  trusted  to  it  as  to  the  sheet  an- 
enfbrce  them.  The  first  virtually  chor  of  our  safety,  in  the  stonny 
acknowledges  that  the  law  in  quos-  times  of  conflict  with  a  foreign  of 
tion  was  passed  under  a  power  ex-  domestic  foe.  We  have  looked  t& 
pressly  given  by  the  constitution,  to  it  with  sacred  awe  as  the  palladium 
lay  and  collect  imposts ;  but  its  ccm-  of  our  liberties,  and,  with  all  the  sew 
stitutionality  is  drawn  in  question  lemnities  of  religion,  have  pledgedl 
from  the  motives  of  those  who  pass-  to  each  other  our  lives  and  fortunes 
ed  it.  However  apparent  this  pur-  here,  and  our  hopes  of  happiness 
pose  may  be  in  the  present  case,  hereafter,  in  its  defence  and  sup- 
nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  port.  Were  we  mistaken,  my  ooon- 
than  to  admit  the  position  of  an  un-  tr3rmen,  in  attaching  this  importance 
constitutional  purpose,  entertained  to  the  constitution  of  our  country  T 
by  the  members  who  assent  to  a  Was  our  devotion  paid  tothe  wretch- 
law  enacted  under  a  constitutional  ed,  inefficient,  clumsy  contriYance» 
power,  shall  make  that  law  void;  which  this  new  doctrine  would  make 
for  how  is  that  purpose  to  be  as-  it  ?  Did  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the 
c<»rtained  ?    Who  is  to  make  the  support  of  an  airy  nothing — a  bub* 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  101 

bl6  that  must  be  blown  away  by  the  state  prejudices*  of  personal  ammo- 
first   breath  of  disafiection  ?    Was  sities,  that  were  made  to  bring  it  into 
this  self-destro3ringy  visionary  theo-  existence,  will  again  be  patriotical* 
ry,  the  work  of  the  profound  states,  ly  ofiered  for  its  support, 
men,  the  exalted  patriots,  to  whom  The   two    remaining  objections 
the  task  of  constitutional   reform  madeby  the  ordinance  to  these  laws 
was  intrusted  ?    Did  the   name  of  are,  that  the  sums  intended  to  be 
Washington  sanction,  did  the  states  raised  by  them  are  greater  than  are 
deliberately  ratify,  such  an  anomaly  required,  and  that  the  proceeds  will 
in  the  history  of  fundamental  legis-  be  unconstitutionally  employed.  The 
lation  ?    No.     We  were  not  mis-  constitution   has  given  expressly  to 
taken  !     The   letter  of  this  great  congress  the  right  of  raising  reve- 
instrument  is  free    from    this  ra-  nue,  and  of  determining  the  sum  the 
dical  fault :    its   language    direct-  public  exigences  will  require.  The 
ly  contradicts  the  imputation  :    its  states  have  no  control  over  the  ex- 
spirit — its  evident  intent  contradicts  ercise  of  this  right,  other  than  that 
it.      No,  we  did  not  err !      Our  which   results   from   the  power  of 
constitution   does    not  contain  the  changing  the  representatives  who 
absurdity  of  giving  power  to  make  abuse  it,  and  thus  procure  redress, 
laws,  and  another  power  to  resist  Congress  may  undoubtedly  abuse 
them.  The  sages  whose  memory  will  this  discretionary  power,  but  the  same 
always  be  reverenced,  have  given  may  be  said  of  others  with  which 
us  a  practical,  and,  as  they  hoped,  a  they  are  vested.   Yet  the  discretion 
permanent  constitutional  compact,  must  exist  somewhere.    The  consti. 
The  father  of  his  country  did  not  tution  has  given  it  to  the  represen- 
affix  his  revered  name  to  so  palpa-  tatives  of  the  people,  checked  by 
ble  an  absurdity.  Nor  did  the  states,  the  representatives  of  the  states,  and 
when  they  severally  ratified  it,  do  by  the  executive  power.  The  South 
so  under  the  impression  that  a  veto  Carolina  construction  gives  it  to  the 
on  the  laws  of  the  United  States  legislature  or  the  convention  of  a 
was  reserve<f  to  them,  or  that  they  single  state,  where  neither  the  peo- 
could   exercise  it  by    implication,  pie  of  the  different  states,  nor  the 
Search  the  debates  in  all  their  con-  states     in  their  separate    capaci- 
ventions-— examine  the  speeches  of  ty,   nor  the  chief  magistrate  elect- 
the  most  zealous  opposers  of  federal  ed  by  the  people,  have  any  re- 
authority— look  at  the  amendments  presentation.    Which  is  the  most  dis- 
that  were  proposed  :    They  are  all  creet  disposition  of  \he  power  ?  I  do 
silent — not  a  syllable  uttered,  not  a  not  ask  you,  fellow  citizens,  which 
vote  given,  not  a  motion  made,  to  is  the  constitutional    disposition— > 
correct  the  explicit  supremacy  given  that  if^strument  speaks  a  language- 
to  the  laws  of  the  union  over  those  not  to  be  misunderstood.  But  if  you 
of  the  states,  or  to  show  that  impli-  were  assembled  in  general  conven- 
cation,  as  is  now  contended,   could  tion,  which  would  you  think  the  sa- 
defeat  it.     No,  we  have  not  erred !  fest  depository  of  this  discretionary 
The  constitution  is  still  the  object  power  in  the  last  resort  ?    Would 
of  our  rever^ice,  the  bond  of  our  you  add  a  clause  giving  it  to  each 
union,  our  defence  in  danger,  the  of  the  states,  or  would  you  sanction 
source  of  our  prosperity  in  peace,  the  wise  provisions  already  made 
It  shall  descend,  as  we  have  re-  by  your  constitution  ?  If  tins  should 
ceived  it,  uncorrupted  by  sophistical  be  the  result  of  your  deliberations 
construction,  to  our  posterity ;  and  when  providing  for  the  future,  are 
the  sacrifices  of  local  interests,  of  you — can  you  be — ready  to  risk 
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all  that  we  hold  dear,  to  establish,  general   govenunent,    by    an    as- 

for  a  temporary  and  a  local  pur-  sembly    of  the  most  enlightened 

pose,  that  which  you  must  acknow.  statesmen  and  purest  patriots  ever 

ledge  to  be  destructive,  and  even  embodied  for  a  similar  purpose* 
absurd,   as   a   general    provision  ?        In  vain  have  these  sages  decla^ 

Carry  out  the  consequences  of  this  red,  that  congress  shall  have  power 

right  vested  in  the  different  states,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes^  duties,  im- 

and  you  must  perceive  that  the  cri-  posts,  and  excises  ;  in  vain   have 

sis  your  conduct  presents  at   this  they  provided  that  they  shall  have 

day  would  recur  whenever  any  law  power  to  pass  laws  which  shall  be 

of  the  United  States  displeased  any  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  those 

of  the  states,   and  that  we  should  powers  into  execution ;  that  those 

soon  cease  to  be  a  nation.  laws  and  that  constitution  shall  be 

The  ordinance,  with  the  same  the  <<  supreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and 
knowledge  of  the  future  that  cha-  that  the  judges  in  every  state 
racterizes  a  foimer  objection,  tells  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing 
you  that  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
will  be  constitutionally  applied.  If  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstand* 
this  could  be  ascertained  with  cer-  ing."  In  vain  have  the  people  of 
tamty,  the  objection  would,  with  the  several  states  solemnly  sane- 
more  propriety,  be  reserved  for  the  tioned  these  provisions,  made  them 
law  so  applying  the  proceeds,  but  their  paramount  law,  and  individu- 
they  surely  cannot  be  urged  against  ally  sworn  to  support  them  when- 
the  laws  levying  the  duty.  ever  they  were  called  on  to  execute 

These  are  the  allegations  con-  any  office.  Vain  provisions !  inef- 
tained  in  the  ordinance.  Examine  fectual  restrictions !  vile  profana- 
them  seriously,  my  fellow  citizens  ;  tion  of  oaths !  miserable  meckery 
judge  for  yourselves.  I  appeal  to  of  legislation !  If  a  bare  majority 
you  to  determine  whether  they  are  so  of  the  voters  in  one  state  may,  on  a 
clear,  so  convincing,  as  to  leave  no  real  or  supposed  knowledge  of  the 
doubt  of  their  correctness;  and  even  intent  with  which  a  law  has  been 
if  you  should  come  to  this  conclu-  passed,  declare  themselves  &ee  from 
sion,  how  far  they  justify  the  reck-  its  operation — say,  here  it  gives  too 
less,  destructive  course,  which  you  little,  there  too  much,  and  operates 
are  directed  to  pursue.  Review  unequally — ^here  it  suffers  articlesto 
these  objections,  and  the  conclusions  be  free  that  ought  to  be  taxed,  there 
drawn  from  them,  once  more.  What  it  taxes  those  that  ought  to  be  free 
are  they  7  Every  law,  then,  for  — in  this  case  the  proceeds  are  in- 
raising  revenue,  according  to  the  tended  to  be  applied  to  purposes  we 
South  Carolina  ordinance,  may  be  do  not  approve,  in  that  the  amount 
rightfully  annulled,  unless  it  be  so  raised  is  more  than  is  wanted, 
framed  as  no  law  ever  will  or  can  Congress,  it  is  true,  are  invested  by 
be  framed.  Congress  have  a  right  the  constitution  with  tlie  right  of 
to  pass  laws  for  raising  revenue,  deciding  these  questions  according  to 
and  each  state  has  a  right  to  op-  their  sound  discretion.  Congress  is 
pose  their  execution — two  rights  composed  of  the  representatives  of 
directly  opposed  to  each  other  ;  and  all  the  states,  and  all  the  people  cf 
yet  is  this  absurdity  supposed  to  be  all  the  states ;  but  wb,  part  of  the 
contained  in  an  instrument  drawn  people  of  one  state,  to  whom  the. 
for  the  express  purpose  of  avoiding  constitution  has  given  no  power 
collisions  between  the  states  and  the  on  the  subject,  from  whom  it  has 
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expressly  taken  it  away — toe,  who  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
have  soletnly  agreed  that  this  con-  authorities  of  the  United  States,  or 
stitution  shall  be  our  law — we,  most  of  that  state,  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  whom  have  sworn  to  support  it —  of  duties  imposed  by  the  revenue 
UfCf  now  abrogate  this  law,  and  laws  within  its  limits, 
swear,  and  force  others  to  swear.  Here  is  a  law  of  the  United  States, 
that  it  shall  not  be  obeyed  ;  and  we  not  even  pretended  to  be  unconsti- 
do  this,  not  because  congress  have  tutional,  repealed  by  the  authority 
no  right  to  pass  such  laws  ;  this  of  a  small  majority  of  the  voters  of 
we  do  not  allege  ;  but  because  they  a  single  state.  Here  is  a  provision 
have  passed  them  with  improper  of  the  constitution  which  is  solemnly 
views.  They  are  unconstitutional,  abrogated  by  the  same  authority, 
from  the  motives  of  those  who  pass-  On  such  expositions  and  reason- 
ed them,  which  we  can  never  with  ings  the  ordinance  groimds  not  only 
certainty  know ;  from  their  unequal  an  assertion  of  the  right  to  annul 
operation,  although  it  is  impossible  the  laws  of  which  it  complains,  but 
from  the  nature  of  things'  that  they  to  enforce  it  by  a  threat  of  seccMiing 
should  be  equal ;  and  from  the  dispo-  from  the  union,  if  any  attempt  is 
tion  which  we  presume  may  be  made  to  execute  them, 
made  of  their  proceeds,  although  This  right  to  secede  is  deduced 
that  disposition  has  not  been  de-  from  the  nature  of  the  constitution, 
dared.  This  is  the  plain  meaning  which,  they  say,  is  a  compact  be- 
of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  laws  tween  sovereign  states,  who  have 
which  it  abrogates  for  alleged  un-  preserved  their  whole  sovereignty, 
constitutionality.  But  it  does  not  and,  therefore,  are  subject  to  no  su- 
stop  there.  It  repeals,  in  express  perior ;  that,  because  they  made 
terms,  an  important  part  of  the  con-  the  compact,  they  can  break  it  when, 
stitution  itself,  and  of  laws  passed  in  their  opinion,  it  has  been  depart- 
to  give  it  efiect,  which  have  never  ed  from  by  the  other  states.  Fal- 
been  alleged  to  be  imconstitutional.  lacious  as  this  course  of  reasoning 
The  constitution  declares  that  the  is,  it  enlists  state  pride,  and  finds 
judicial  powers  of  the  United  States  advocates  in  the  honest  prejudices 
extend  to  cases  arising  under  the  of  those  who  have  not  studied  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  nature  of  our  government  sufficient- 
such  laws,  the  constitution  and  trea-  ly  to  see  the  radical  error  on  which 
ties  shall  be  paramount  to  the  state  it  rests. 

constitutions  and  laws.  The  judi-  The  people  of  the  United  States 
ciary  act  prescribes  the  mode  by  formed  the  constitution,  acting 
jvhich  the  case  may  be  brought  be-  through  the  state  legislatures  in  ma- 
fore  a  court  pf  the  United  States,  king  the  compact,  to  meet  and  dis- 
by  appeal,  when  a  state  tribunal  cuss  its  provisions,  and  acting  in 
shall  decide  against  this  provision  separate  conventions  whoa  they  nu 
of  the  constitution.  The  ordinance  tified  those  provisions;  but  the 
declares  there  shall  be  no  appeal ;  terms  used  in  its  construction,  show 
makes  the  state  law  paramount  to  it  to  be  a  government  in  which  the 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  people  ofall  the  states  collectively  are 
United  States ;  forces  jud^fes  and  represented.  We  are  one  feoplb  in 
jurors  to  swear  that  they  will  disre-  the  choice  of  the  president  and  vice 
gard  their  provisions;  and  even  president.  Here  the  states  have  no 
makes  it  penal  in  a  suiter  to  attempt  other  agency  than  to  direct  the  mode 
relief  by  appeal.  It  further  declares  in  which  the  votes  shall  be  given. 
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The  candidates  having  a  majority  of  not  break  a  league^  but  destroyi 
all  the  votes  are  chosen.  The  elec-  the  unity  of  a  nation ;  and  any  in- 
ters of  a  majority  of  states  may  jury  to  that  unity  is  not  only  a 
have  given  their  votes  for  one  can-  breach  which  would  result  from  the 
didate,  and  yet  another  may  be  contravention  of  a  compact,  but  it 
chosen*  The  people,  then,  and  not  is  an  offence  against  the  whole  union, 
the  states,  are  represented  in  the  To  say  that  any  state  may  at  plea- 
executive  branch.  sure  secede  from  the  union,  is  to  say 

Jn  the  house  of  representatives  that  the  United  States  are  not  a 
there  is  this  difierence,  that  the  peo-  nation  ;  because  it  would  be  a  sole- 
pie  of  one  state  do  not,  as  in  the  cism  to  contend,  that  any  part  of  a 
case  of  president  and  vice  president,  nation  might  dissolve  its  connexion 
all  voib  fi>r  the  same  officers.  The  with  the  other  parts,  to  their  injury 
people  of  all  the  states  do  not  vote  or  ruin,  without  committing  any  of* 
ibr  all  the  members,  each  state  fence.  Secession,  like  any  other 
electing  only  its  own  representa-  revolutionary  act,  may  be  morally 
lives.  But  this  creates  no  material  justified  by  the  extremity  of  op. 
distinction.  When  chosen,  they  pression  ;  but  to  call  it  a  constitu- 
are  all  representatives  of  the  United  tional  right  is  confounding  the  mean- 
States,  not  representatives  of  the  ing  of  terms  ;  and  can  only  be  done 
particular  state  from  which  they  through  gross  error,  or  to  deceive 
come.  They  are  paid  by  the  Uni-  those  who  are  willing  to  assert  a 
ted  States,  not  by  the  state ;  nor  right,  but  would  pause  before  tlioy 
are  they  accountable  to  it  for  any  made  a  revolution,  or  incur  the  pe- 
act  done  in  the  performance  of  their  nalties  consequent  on  a  failure, 
legislative  functions  ;  and,  however  Because  the  union  was  formed 
they  may  in  practice,  as  it  is  their  du-  by  compact,  it  is  said  the  parties  to 
ty  to  do,  consult  and  prefer  the  inte-  nhat  compact  may,  when  they  feel 
rests  of  their  particular  constituents  themselves  agrieved,  depart  from  it : 
when  they  come  in  conflict  with  but  it  is  precisely  because  it  is  a 
any  other  partial  or  local  interest,  compact  that  they  cannot.  A  com- 
jet  it  is  their  first  and  highest  duty,  pact  is  an  agreement  or  binding  ob- 
as  representatives  of  the  United  ligation.  It  may,  by  its  terms,  have 
States,  to  promote  the  public  good,  a  sanction  or  penalty  for  its  breach, 

The  constitution  of  the  United  or  it  may  not.  If  it  contains  no 
States,  then,  forms  a  govemmenty  sanction,  it  may  be  broken  with  no 
not  a  league  ;  and  whether  it  be  other  consequence  than  moral  guilt ; 
formed  by  compact  between  the  if  it  have  a  sanction,  then  the  breach 
states,  or  in  any  other  manner,  its  iticurs  the  designated  or  implied  pe- 
character  is  the  same.  It  is  a  go-  nalty.  A  league  between  inde- 
vemment  in  which  all  the  people  pendent  nations,  generally,  has  no 
are  represented,  which  operates  di-  sanction  other  than  a  moral  one  ;  or, 
rectly  on  the  people  individually,  if  it  should  coq^in  a  penalty,  as 
not  upon  the  states :  they  retained  there  is  no  common  superior,  it  can- 
all  the  power  they  did  not  grant,  not  be  enforced.  A  government,  on 
Bat  each  state  having  expressly  the  contrary,  always  has  a  sancti<xit 
parted  with  so  many  powers  as  to  expressed  or  implied  ;  and,  in  our 
constitute,  jointly  with  the  other  case,  it  is  both  necessarily  implied 
atates,  a  single  nation,  cannot  from  and  expressly  gives.  An  attempt 
that  period  possess  any  right  to  se-  by  force  of  arms  to  destroy  a  go. 
cede»  because  such  secession  does  vemment,  is  an  offence,  by  what- 
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tsver  means  the  constitutional  com.  sitions  are  erroneous,  and  .some  of 

pact  may  have  been  formed  ;  and  the  arguments  to  prove  them  so  have 

such  government  has  the  right,  by  been  anticipated, 

the  law  of  self  defence,  to  pass  acts  The  states  severally  have  not  re- 

for  punishing  the  offender,   unless  tained  their  entire  sovereignty.     It 

that  right  is  modified,  restrained,  or  has  been  shown,  that  in  becoming 

resumed,  by  the  constitutional  act.  parts  of  a  nation,  not  members  of  a 

In  our  system,  although  it  is  modi-  league,  they   surrendered  many  of 

fied  in  the  case  of  treason,  yet  au-  their  essential  parts  of  sovereignty, 

thority  is  expressly  given   to  pass  The  right  to  make  treaties,  declare 

all   laws    necessary  to  carry  its  war,  levy  taxes,  exercise  exclusive 

powers  into  effect,  and  under  this  judicial  and  legislative  powers,  were 

grant  provision  has  been  made  for  all  of  them  functions  of  sovereign 

punishing  acts   which  obstruct  the  power.     The  states,  then,  for  all 

due  administration  of  the  laws.  these  important  purposes,  were  no 

It  would  seem  superfluous  to  add  longer  sovereign.     The  allegiance 

any  thing  to  show  the  nature  of  of  their  citizens  was  transfeired,  in 

that  union  which  connects  us  ;  but  the  first  instance,  to  the  government 

as  erroneous  opinions  on  this  sub-  of  the  United  States ;  they  became 

ject  are  the  foundation  of  doctrines  American  citizens,  and  owed  obe- 

thc  most  destructive  to  our  peace,  I  dience  to  the  constitution  of  the 

must  give  some  further  developement  United  States,  and  to  laws  made  in 

to  my  views  on  this  subject.     No  conformity  with  the  powers  it  vested 

one,  fellow  citizens,  has  a  higher  in  congress.     This  last  position  has 

reverence   for  the  reserved  rights  not  been,   and   cannot  be  denied, 

ofthe  states,  than  the  magistrate  who  How  then  can  that  state  be  said  to 

now  addresses  you.   No  one  would  be  sovereign  and  independent,  whose 

make  greater  personal  sacrifices,  or  citizens  owe  obedience  to  laws  not 

official   exertions,  to  defend  them  made  by  it,  and  whose  magistrates 

from  violation  ;  but  equal  care  must  are  sworn  to  disregard  those  laws, 

be  taken  to  prevent  on  their  part  an  when  they   come  in  conflict  with 

improper  interference  with,  or  re-  those  passed   by  another?     What 

sumption  of,  the  rights   they  have  shows  conclusively  that  the  states 

vested  in  the  nation.     The  line  has  cannot  be  said  to  have  reserved  an 

not  been  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to  undivided  sovereignty,  is,  that  they 

avoid  doubts  in  some  cases  of  the  expressly  ceded  the  right  to  punish 

exercise  of  power.    Men  of  the  best  treason — ^not  treason  against  their 

intentions  and  soundest  views  may  separate  power — but  treason  against 

differ  in  their  construction  of  some  the  United  States.     Treason  is  an 

parts  of  the  constitution  ;  but  there  offence  against  sovereignty^  and  so- 

are  others  on  which   dispassionate  vereignty  must  reside  with  the  pow- 
refiection  can  leave  no  doubt.     Of  er  to  punish  it.     But  the  reserved 

this  nature  appears  to  be  the  as-  rights  of  the  states  are  not  less  sa- 

sumed  right  of  secession.     It  rests,  cred,   because  they  have  for  their 

as  we  have  seen,   on  the  alleged  common  interest  made  the  general 

undivided  sovereignty  of  the  states,  government  the  depository  of  these 

and  on  their  having  formed  in  this  powers.    The  unity  of  our  political 

sovereign  capacity  a  compact  which  character  (as  has  been  shown  for 

iscalled  the  constitution,  from  which,  another  purpose)  commenced  with 

because  they  made  it,  they  have  the  its  very  existence.  Under  the  royal 

right  to  secede.     Both  of  these  po-  government  we  had  no  separate 
O 
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character ;  our  opposition  to  its  op.  dered  their  title  to  the  territoiies  of 
pressions*  began  as  United  Colo-  the  west  recall  their  grant  ?  Will 
NiES.  We  were  the  United  States  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  states 
under  the  coniederationy  and  the  agree  to  pay  the  duties  that  roay 
name  was  perpetuated,  and  the  be  imposed  without  their  assent  by 
union  rendered  more  perfect,  by  the  those  on  the  Atlantic  or  the  gulf, 
federal  constitution.  In  none  of  for  their  own  benefit  ?  Shall  there 
these  stages  did  wo  consider  our-  be  a  free  port  in  one  state,  and  one- 
selves  in  any  other  light  tlian  as  rous  duties  in  another  ?  No  one  be- 
fbnning  one  nation.  Treaties  and  lieves  that  any  right  exists  in  a  sin- 
alliances  were  made  in  the  name  of  gle  state  to  involve  all  the  others 
all.  Troops  were  raised  for  the  in  these  and  countless  other  evil8» 
joint  defence.  IIow,  then,  with  iill  contrary  to  the  engagements  so- 
these  proofs,  that  under  all  changes  lemnly  made.  Every  one  must 
of  our  position  we  had,  for  designa-  see  that  the  other  states,  in  self 
ted  purposes,  and  with  defined  pow-  defence,  must  oppose  at  all  hazards, 
ers,  created  national  governments  ;  These  are  the  alternatives  that 
how  is  it,  that  the  most  perfect  of  are  presented  by  the  convention : 
those  several  modes  of  union  should  a  repeal  of  all  the  acts  for  raising 
now  be  considered  as  a  mere  league,  revenue,  leaving  the  government 
that  may  be  dissolved  at  pleasure  ?  without  the  means  of  support ;  or 
It  is  from  an  abuse  of  terms.  Com-  an  acquiescence  in  the  dissolution 
pact  is  used  as  synonymous  with  of  the  union  by  the  secession  of  one 
league,  although  the  true  term  is  of  its  noembers.  When  the  first 
not  employed,  because  it  would  at  was  proposed,  it  was  known  that  it 
once  show  the  fallacy  pf  the  rea*  could  not  be  listened  to  for  a  mo- 
soning.  It  would  not  do  to  say  ment.  It  was  known  if  force  was 
that  our  constitution  was  only  a  applied  to  oppose  the  execution  of 
league  ;  but,  it  is  laboured  to  prove  the  laws,  that  it  must  be  repelled  by 
it  a  compact,  (which  in  one  sense  it  force ;  tliat  congress  could  noty 
is,)  and  then  to  argue  tliat,  as  a  without  involving  itself  in  disgrace, 
league  is  a  compact,  every  compact  and  the  country  in  ruin,  accede  to 
betweennationsmust, ofcourse, bea  the  proposition;  and  yet,  if  this 
league,  and  tliat  from  such  an  en-  is  not  done  in  a  given  day,  or  if  any 
gagement  every  sovereign  power  attempt  is  made  to  execute  the  laws, 
has  a  right  to  recede.  But  it  has  the  state  is,  by  the  ordinance,  de- 
been  shown,  that  in  this  sense  clared  to  be  out  of  the  union.  The 
the  states  are  not  sovereign,  and  majority  of  a  convention  assembled 
that  even  if  they  were,  and  the  na<  for  the  purpose  have  dictated  these 
tional  constitution  had  been  formed  terms,  or  rather  this  rejection  of  all 
by  compact,  there  would  be  no  right  terms,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
in  any  one  state  to  exonerate  itself  South  Carolina.  It  is  true  that  the 
from  its  obligations.  governor  of  the  state  speaks  of  the 
So  obvious  are  the  reasons  which  submission  of  their  grievances  to  a 
fi>rbid  this  secession,  that  is  necessa-  convention  of  all  the  states ;  whidi 
ry  only  to  allude  to  them.  The  union  he  says,  they  <<  sincerely  and  anx- 
was  formed  for  the  benefit  of  all.  It  iously  seek  and  desire."  Yet  this 
was  produced  by  mutual  sacrifices  obvious  and  constitutional  mode  of 
of  interests  and  opinions.  Can  those  obtaining  the  sense  of  the  other 
sacrifices  be  recalled  ?  Can  the  states  on  the  construction  of  the 
states  who  magnanimously  surren-  federal  compact,  and  amending  it. 
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if  necessary,   has  never  been  at-  of  violent  opposition  to  the  laws 
tempted  by  those  who  have  urged  has  yet  been  committed^  but  such  a 
the  state  on   this  destructive  mea-  state  of  things  is  hourly  apprehend* 
sure.     The  state   might  have  pro-  ed,  and   it  is  the  intent  of  this  in- 
posed  the  call  for  a  general  conven-  strument   to    proclaim,     not  only 
tion  to  the  other  states  ;  and  con-  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by  the  con- 
gress, if  a  sufficient  number  of  them  stitution    "to   take   care  that  the 
concurred,   must   have   called    it,  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  shall 
But  the   first  magistrate  of  South  be  performed  to  the  extent  of  the 
Carolina,  when  he  expressed  a  hope  powers   already  vested  in  me   by 
that  "  on  a  review  by  congress  and  law,  or  of  such  others   as  the  wis- 
the  functionaries  of  the  general  go-  dom  of  congress   shall  devise,  and 
vernment  of  the  merits  of  the  con-  entrust  to  me  for  that  purpose  ;  but 
troversy,"  such  a   convention  will  to  warn  the  citizens  of  South   Ca- 
be  accorded   to  them,   must   have  rolina  who  have  been  deluded   in- 
known  that  neither   congress   nor  to   an   opposition  to   the   laws,  of 
any  functionary  of  the  general  go-  the    danger   they    will   incur    by 
vernment  has  authority  to  call  such  obedience    to  the  illegal   and  dis. 
a  convention,  unless  it  be  demanded  organizing  ordinance  of  the  conven- 
by  two  thirds  of  the  states.     This  tion  ;  to  exhort  those  .who  have  re- 
suggestion,  then,  is  another  instance  fused  to  support  it  to  persevere  in 
ofthe  reckless  inattention  to  the  pro-  their  determination  to  uphold  the 
visions  ofthe  constitution  with  which  constitution  and  laws  of  their  coun- 
this  crisis  has  been  madly  hurried  try,  and  to  point  out  to  all  the  peril- 
on  ;  or  of  the  attempt  to  persuade  ous  situation  into  which  the  good  peo- 
the  people  that  a  constitutional  re-  pie  of  that  state  have   been   led, 
medy  had  been  sought  and  refused,  and  that  the  course  they  are  ur- 
If  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  ged  to  pursue  is  one  of  ruin  and 
"  anxiously  desire"  a  general  con-  disgrace  to  the   very  state  whose 
vention  to  consider  their  complaints,  rights  they  affect  to  support. 
why  have  they  not  made  applica-  Fellow   citizens    of  my    native 
tion   for    it  in  the  way  the  con-  state !    let  me  not  only   admonish 
stitution    points  out  ?     The  asser-  you,   as  the  first  mgistrate  of  our 
tion  that   they    "earnestly    seek"  common  country,  not  to  incur  the 
it  is  completely  negatived  by  the  penalty  of  its  laws,  but  to  use  the  in- 
omission.  fiuence  that  a  father  would  over  his 
This,  then,  is  the  position  in  which  children  whom  he  saw   rushing  to 
we  stand.     A  small  majority  ofthe  certain  ruin.     In  that  paternal  Ian- 
citizens  of  one  state   in  the  union  guage,  with  that  paternal   feeling, 
have  elected   delegates  to  a   state  let  me  tell  you,    my  countrymen, 
convention  ;  that  convention  has  or-  that  you  are  deluded  by  men  who 
dained  that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  are  either  deceived  themselves,  or 
the   United   States  must  be  repeal-  wish  to  deceive  you.     Mark  under 
ed,  or  that  they   are  no  longer  a  what  pretences  you  have  been  led 
member  ofthe  union.  The  govern-  on  to  the  brink  of  insurrection  and 
or  of  that  state   has  recommended  treason,  on  which  you  stand  !  First, 
to  the  legislature  the  raising  of  an  a  diminution  of  the  value  of  your 
army  to  carry  the  secession  into  staple  commodity,  lowered  by  over 
effect,  and  that  he  may  be  empow-  production  in  other  quarters,   and 
ered  to  give  clearances  to  vessels  the  consequent  diminution  in  the  va- 
in the  name  of  the  state.     No  act  lue  of  your  lands,  were  the  sole  ef- 
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feet  of  the  tariff  laws.  The  effects  low  citizens,  that  by  the  admissioo 
of  those  laws  are  confessedly  inju-  of  your  leaders,  the  unconstitution- 
rious,  but  the  evil  was  greatly  ex-  ality  must  be  palpable,  or  it  will  not 
aggerated  by  the  unfounded  theory  justify  either  resistance  or  nulHfica- 
you  were  taught  to  believe,  that  its  tion  !  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
burthens  were  in  proportion  to  word  palpable,  in  the  sense  in  which 
your  exports,  not  to  your  consump-  it  is  here  used  ?— That  which  is  ap- 
tion  of  imported  articles.  Your  parent  to  every  one;  that  which 
pride  was  roused  by  the  asser-  no  man  of  ordinary  intellect  will 
tion  that  a  submission  to  those  fail  to  perceive.  Is  the  unconstitution. 
laws  was  a  state  of  vassalage,  and  ality  of  these  laws  of  that  descrip- 
that  resistance  to  them  was  equal,  tion  ?  Let  those  among  your  lead- 
in  patriotic  merit,  to  the  opposition  ers  who  once  approved  and  advo- 
our  fathers  o&red  to  the  oppressive  cated  the  principle  of  protective  du* 
laws  of  Great  Britain.  You  were  ties,  answer  the  question  ;  and  let 
tdd  that  this  opposition  might  be  them  choose  whether  they  will  be 
peaceably — might  be  constitution-  considered  as  incapable,  then,  of 
ally  made ;  that  you  might  enjoy  perceiving  that  which  must  have 
all  the  advantages  of  the  union,  and  been  apparent  to  every  man  of  com. 
bear  none  of  its  burthens.  mon  understanding,  or  as  imposing 
Eloquent  appeals  to  your  pas-  upon  your  confidence,  cuid  endea- 
sions,  to  your  state  pride,  to  .your  vouring  to  mislead  you  now.  In 
native  courage,  to  your  sense  of  real  either  case,  they  are  unsafe  guides 
injury,  were  used  to  prepare  you  in  the  perilous  path  they  urge  you 
for  the  period  when  the  mask  which  to  tread.  Ponder  well  on  this  cir- 
concealed  the  hideous  features  of  cumstance,  and  you  will  know  how 
DISUNION  should  be  taken  ofiT.  It  to  appreciate  the  exaggerated  Ian- 
fell,  and  you  were  made  to  look  guage  they  address  to  you.  They 
with  complacency  on  objects  which,  are  not  champions  of  liberty,  emu- 
not  long  since,  you  would  have  re-  lating  the  fame  of  our  revolution- 
garded  with  horror.  Look  back  ary  fathers ;  nor  are  you  an  op. 
at  the  arts  which  have  brought  you  pressed  people,  contending,  as  they 
to  this  state — look  forward  to  the  repeat  to  you,  against  worse  than 
consequences  to  which  it  must  in-  colonial  vassalage.  You  are  free 
evitably  lead  !  Look  back  to  what  members  of  a  flourishing  and  happy 
was  first  told  you  as  an  inducement  union.  There  is  no  settled  design 
to  enter  into  this  dangerous  course,  to  oppress  you.  You  have  indeed 
The  groat  political  truth  was  re-  felt  the  unequal  operation  of  laws 
peated  to  you,  that  you  had  the  re-  which  may  have  been  unwisely,  not 
volutionary  right  of  resisting  all  unconstitutionally  passed ;  but  that 
laws  that  were  palpably  ucconsti.  inequality  must  necessarily  be  re- 
tutional  and  intolerably  oppressive  ;  moved.  At  the  very  moment  when 
it  was  added,  that  the  right  to  nul-  you  were  madly  urged  on  the  un- 
lify  a  law  rested  on  the  same  prin-  fortunate  course  you  have  begun,  a 
ciple,  but  that  it  was  a  peaceable  change  in  public  opinion  had  com- 
remedy !  This  character  which  menced.  The  nearly  approaching 
was  given  to  it,  made  you  receive,  payment  of  the  pubUc  debt,  and  the 
with  too  much  cot^dence,  the  as-  consequent  necessity  of  a  diminu- 
sertions  that  were  made  of  the  un-  tion  of  duties,  had  already  produced 
constitutionality  of  the  law  and  its  a  considerable  reduction,  and  that 
^ppresflflive  effects.     Mark,  my  fel-  too  on  some  articles  of  general  cpn» 
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aumptioQ  in  your  state.  The  im-  her  best  blood  has  cemented  this 
portance  of  this  change  was  under-  happy  union  !  and  then  add,  if  you 
stood,  and  you  were  authoratively  can,  without  horror  and  remorse, 
told,  that  no  further  alleviation  of  this  happy  union  we  will  dissolve — 
your  burthens  was  to  be  expected,  this  picture  of  peace  and  prosperity 
at  the  very  time  when  the  condition  we  will  deface — this  free  inter- 
of  the  country  imperiously  demand-  course  we  will  interrupt — these  fer- 
ed  such  a  modification  of  the  duties  tile  fields  we  will  deluge  with  blood 
as  should  reduce  them  to  a  just  and  — the  protection  of  that  glorious  flag 
equitable  scale.  But,  as  if  appro-  we  renounce — the  wery  name  of  A- 
hensive  of  the  efiect  of  this  change  mericans  we  discard.  And  for  what, 
in  allaying  your  discontents,  you  mistaken  men  !  for  what  do  you 
were  precipitated  into  the  fearful  throw  away  these  inestimable  bless- 
state  in  which  you  now  find  your-  ings=— for  what  would  you  exchange 
selves.  your  share  in  the  advantages  and 
I  have  urged  you  to  look  back  honour  of  the  union?  For  the  dream 
to  the  means  that  were  used  to  hurry  of  a  separate  independence — ^a 
you  on  to  the  position  you  have  now  dream  interrupted  by  bloody  con- 
assumed,  and  forward  to  the  conse-  flicts  with  your  neighbours,  and  a 
quences  it  will  produce.  Some-  vile  dependence  on  a  foreign  power, 
^ing  more  is  necessary.  •  Contem-  If  your  leaders  could  succeed  in  es- 
plate  the  condition  of  that  country  tablishing  a  separation,  what  would 
of  which  you  still  form  an  impor-  be  your  situation  ?  Are  you  united 
tant  part !  Consider  its  government,  at  home — are  you  free  from  the 
uniting  in  one  bond  of  common  in-  apprehension  of  civil  discord,  with 
terests  and  general  protection  so  all  its  fearful  consequences  ?  Do 
many  different  states,  giving  to  all  our  neighbouring  republics,  every 
their  inhabitants  the  proud  title  of  day  sufiering  some  new  revolution, 
American  citizens,  protecting  their  or  contending  with  some  new  insur- 
commerce,  securing  their  literature  rection — do  they  excite  your  envy  ? 
and  their  arts,  facilitating  their  in-  But  the  dictates  of  a  high  duty 
tercommunication,  defending  their  oblige  me  solemnly  to  announce  that 
frontiers,  and  making  their  name  you  cannot  succeed, 
respected  in  the  remotest  parts  of  The  laws  of  the  United  States 
the  earth  !  Consider  the  extent  of  must  be  executed.  I  have  no  dis- 
of  its  territory,  its  increasing  and  cretionary  power  on  the  subject — 
happy  population,  its  advance  in  my  duty  is  emphatically  pronoun, 
arts,  which  render  life  agreeable,  ced  in  the  constitution.  Those  who 
and  the  sciences,  which  elevate  the  told  you  that  you  might  peaceably 
mind  !  See  education  spreading  the  prevent  their  execution,  deceiv^ 
lights  of  religion,  humanity,  and  you — they  could  not  have  been  de- 
general  information  into  every  cot-  ceived  themselves.  They  know 
tage  in  this  wide  extent  of  our  ter-  that  a  forcible  opposition  could  alone 
ritories  and  states !  Behold  it  as  the  prevent  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
asylum  where  the  wretched  and  and  they  know  that  such  opposition 
the  oppressed  find  a  refuge  and  must  be  repelled.  Their  object  is 
support !  Look  on  this  picture  of  disunion  ;  but  be  not  deceived  by 
happiness  and  honour,  and  say —  names  :  disunion,  by  armed  force, 
WE,  TOO,  ABB  CITIZENS  OF  AiUBBicA ;  Is  TREASON.  Are  you  really  ready 
Carolina  is  one  of  these  proud  to  incur  its  guilt  ?  If  you  are,  on 
states :    her  arms  have  defended,  the  heads  of  the  instigators  of  the 
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act  be  the  dreadful  consequences —    will  not  be  stigmatized  when  dead* 
on   their  heads   be  the  dishoDour,    and  dishonoured  and  scorned  while 
.  but  on  yours  may  fall   the  punish,    you  live,  as  tlio  authors  of  the  first 
ment ;  on  your  unhappy  state  will    attack  on  the  constitution  of  your 
inevitably  fall  all  the  evils  of  the    country  !    Its  destroyers  you  can- 
conflict  you  force  upon  the  govern*    not  be.    You  may  disturb  its  peace  ; 
ment  of  your   country.     It  cannot    you  may  interrupt  the  course  of  its 
accede  to  the  mad  project   of  dis.    prosperity  ;  you  may  cloud  its  repu- 
union,  of  which  you  would  be  the    tation  (or  stability ;  but  its  tranquil, 
first  victims.     Its  first  magistrate    llty  will  be  restored,  its  prosperity 
cannot,  if  he  would,  avoid  the  per-    will  return,  and  the  stain  upon  its 
jR>rmance  of  his  duty ;  the  conss.    national  character  will  be  transfer, 
quence  must  be  fearful  for  you,  dis-    red,  and  remain  an  eternal  blot  on 
tressing  to  your  fellow  citizens  here,    the  memory  of  those   who  caused 
and  to  the  friends  of  good  govern-    the  disorder. 
ment.  throughout  the   world.      Its        Fellow  citizens  of  the    United 
enemies  have  beheld  our  prosperity    States  !    The  threat  of  unhallowed 
with  a  vexation  they  could  not  con-    disunion — the  names  of  those,  once 
ceal ;  it  was  a   standing  refutation    respected,  by  whom  it  is  uttered — 
of  their  slavish  doctrines,  and  they    the  array  of  military  force  to  sup. 
will  point  to  our  discord   with  the    port  it— denote  the  approach  of  a 
trijjmph  of  malignant  joy.     It  is  yet    crisis   in  our  affairs  on  which  the 
in  your   power  to  disappoint  them,    continuance  of  our  unexampled  pros- 
There  is  yet  time  to  show  that  the    perity,  our  political  existence,  and 
descendants  of  the  Pinckneys,   the    perhaps  that  of  all  free  governments 
Sumpters,  the  Rutledgcs,  and  of  the    may  depend.     The  conjunction  do- 
thousand  other  names  which  adorn    mandod  a  free,  a  full,  and  explicit 
the  pages  of  your  revolutionary  his-    enunciation,  not  only  of  my  inten- 
lory  will  not  abandon  that  union  to    tions,   but  of  my   principles  of  ac- 
support   which   so  many   of  them    tion  ;  and  as  the  claim  was  asserted 
fi>ught,  and  bled,   and  died.     I  ad-    of  a  right  by  a   state   to  annul  the 
jure  you  as   you  honour  their  me-    laws  of  the  union,  and  even  to  re- 
roory — ^as  you  love  the  cause  of  free-    cede  from  it  at   pleasure,  a  frank 
dom  to  which  they  dedicated  their    exposition  of  my  opinions  in  relation 
lives — as   you   prize  the  peace  of  to  the  origin  and  form  of  our  go- 
your  country,  the  lives  of  its  best    vernment,   and  the  construction  I 
citizens,  and   your  own  fair  fame,    give  to  the  instrument  by  which  it 
•to  retrace  your  steps.    Snatch  from    was  created,  seemed  to  be  proper, 
the  archives  of  your  state  the  dis-    Having  the  fullest  confidence  in  the 
organizing  edict  of  its  convention  ;    justness  of  the  legal  and  const itu- 
bid   its    members    to    re-assemble    tional  opinion  of  my  duties  which 
and   promulgate    the  decided   ex-    has  been  expressed,   I   rely   with 
pression  of  your  will  to  remain  in    equal  confidence  on  your  undivided 
the  path  which  alone  can  conduct    support  in  my  determination  to  exe- 
you  to  safety,  prosperity,   and   ho-    cute  the  laws — ^to  presevethe  union  • 
nour ;  tell  them,  that  compared  to    by  all  constitutional  means — to  ar- 
disunion   all  other  evils  are  light,    rest,  if  possible,   by   moderate  but 
because  that  brings  with  it  an  ac-    firm  measures,  the  necessity  of  re- 
cumulation  of  all ;  declare  that  you    course  to  force  ;    and,  if  it  be  the 
will  never  take  the  field  unless  the    will  of  heaven  that  the  recurrence 
star-spangled  banner  of  your  ooun-    of  its  primeval  curse  on  man  for  the 
try  shall  fk>at  over  you  ;  that  you    shedding  of  a  brotlicr's  blood  should 
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fall  upon  our  land,  that  it  be  not 
called  down  by  any  ollerisive  act 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Fellow  citizens!  The  momen- 
tous case  is  before  you.  On  your 
undivided  support  of  your  govern- 
ment  depends  the  decision  of  the 
great  question  it  involves,  whether 
your  sacred  union  will  be  preserv- 
ed, and  the  blessing  it  secures  to 
us  as  one  people  shall  be  perpe- 
tuated. No  one  can  doubt  that  the 
unanimity  with  which  that  decision 
will  be  expressed,  will  be  such  as 
to  inspire  new  confidence  in  repub- 
lican institutions,  and  that  the  pru- 
dence, the  wisdom,  and  the  courage 
which  it  will  bring  to  their  defence, 
will  transmit  them  unimpaired  and 
invigorated  to  our  children. 

May  the  Great  Ruler  of  nations 
grant  that  the  signal  blessings  with 


which  He  has  favoured  ours,  may 
not,  by  the  madness  of  party  or  per« 
sonal  ambition,  be  disregarded  and 
lost ;  and  may  His  wise  Providence 
bring  those  who  have  produced  this 
crisis,  to  see  the  folly,  before  they 
feel  the  misery  of  civil  strife,  and 
inspire  a  returning  veneration  for 
that  union  which,  if  we  may  dare  to 
penetrate  his  designs,  He  has  chosen 
as  the  cmly  means  of  attaining  the 
high  destinies  to  which  we  may 
reasonably  aspire. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed, 
having  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  10th 
daj  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eis^ht  hundred  and  thirtv-two, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  Ouited 
States  tlic  Hfty •seventh. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
By  the  President : 
Etkcard  Lipinffstan,  Seerdmry  tfStaU* 


Message  transmitting  the  Proclamation  to  Congress^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  date  of  the  annual  message,  the  con- 

and  Houaoof  Representativca,  vention  which  assembled  at  Colum- 

In  my  annual  message,  at  the  bia,  in  the  state  of  South  Carolina^ 

commencement  of  your  present  ses-  passed,  on  tlie  24th  of  November 

sion,  I  adverted  to  the  opposition  to  last,  an  ordinance  declaring  certain 

the  revenue  laws  in  a  particular  acts  of  congress  therein  mentioned' 

quarter  of  the  United  States,  which  within  the  limits  of  that  state  to  be 

threatened,  not  merely  to   thwart  absolutely  null  and  void,  and  ma- 

their  execution,  but  to  endanger  the  king  it  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to* 

integrity  of  the  union.      And   al-  pass  such  laws  as  would  be  neces- 

though  I  then  expressed  my  reli-  sary  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  . 

ance  that  it  might  be  overcome  by  from  and  after  the  1st  of  February 

the  prudence  of  the  officers  of  the  next.      A  copy  of  that  ordinance 

United  States,  and  the  patriotism  of  has  been  officially  transmitted  to  me 

the  people,  I  stated  that  should  the  by  the  governor  of  South  Carolina^ 

emergency  arise,  rendering  the  exe-  and  is  now  communicated  to  con* 

cution  of  the  existing  laws  impracti-  gross. 

cable,  firom  any  cause   whatever,        The  consequences  to  which  this^ 
prompt  notice  should  be  given  to  extraordinary  defiance  of  the  just 
congress,  with    the    suggestion  of  authority  of  the  government  might 
such  views  and  measures  as  might  too  surely  lead  were  clearly  fore- 
be  necessary  to  meet  it.  seen,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me 

Events  which  have  occurred  in  to  hesitate  as  to  my  own  duty  in 

the  quarter    then   alluded   to,    or  such  an  emergency.  The  ordinance 

which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  had  been  passed,  however,  without 

subsequently,    present  this    cmer-  any  certain  knowledge  of  the  re. 

gency.  commendation,  which,  from  a  view 

Altliough  unknown  to  me  at  the  of  the  interests  of  the  nation  at  large, 
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the  executive  had  determined  to  position  to  the  rerenue  laws.  A 
suhmit  to  congress,  and  a  hope  was  recent  proclamation  of  th6  present 
indulged  that  by  frankly  explaining  governor  of  South  Carolina  has 
his  sentiments  and  the  nature  of  openly  defied  the  authority  of  the 
those  duties  which  the  crisis  would  executive  of  the  union,  and  general 
devolve  upon  him,  the  authorities  orders  from  the  head-quarters  of 
of  South  Carolina  might  be  induced  the  state  have  announced  his  deter- 
to  retrace  their  steps.  In  this  hope  mination  to  accept  the  services  of 
I  determined  to  issue  my  proclama-  volunteers,  and  his  belief,  that  should 
tion  of  the  11  th  of  December  last,  their  country  need  their  services, 
a  copy  of  which  I  now  lay  before  they  will  be  found  at  the  post  of 
congress.  honour  and  duty,  ready  to  lay  down 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  these  their  lives  in  her  defence.  Under 
reasonable  expectations  have  not  these  orders,  the  forces  referred  tOf 
been  realized,  and  that  the  several  are  directed  to  **  hold  themselves  in 
acts  of  the  legislature  of  South  Ca-  readiness  to  take  the  field  in  a  mo- 
rolina,  which  I  now  lay  before  you,  ment's  warning,"  and  in  the  city  of 
and  which  have  all  and  each  of  Charleston — within  a  collection  dis- 
them  finally  passed  afler  a  know-  trict  and  a  port  of  entry,  a  rendez- 
ledge  of  the  desire  of  the  adminis-  vous  has  been  opened  for  the  pur- 
tration  to  modify  the  laws  complain,  pose  of  enlisting  men  for  the  maga- 
ed  of,  are  too  well  calculated,  both  zine  and  municipal  guard.  Thus 
in  their  positive  enactments  and  in  South  Carolina  presents  in  the  atti- 
the  spirit  of  opposition  which  they  tude  of  hostile  preparation,  and  rea- 
obviously  encourage,  wholly  to  ob-  dy  even  for  military  violence  if  need 
struct  the  collection  of  the  revenue  be,  to  enforce  her  laws  for  prevent- 
within  the  limits  of  tliat  state.  ing  the  collection  of  the  duties  with- 

Up  to  this  period,  neither  the  re-    in  her  limits, 
commendation  of  the  executive,  in        Proceedings  thus  announced  and 
regard  to  our  financial  policy  and    matured  must  be  distinguished  from 
impost  system,  nor  the  disposition    menaces  of  unlawful  resistance  by 
manifested  by  congress  promptly  to    irregular  bodies  of  people,  who,  act- 
act  upon  that  subject,  uor  the  unequi-    ing  under  temporary  delusion,  may 
vocal  expression  of  the  public  will  in    be  restrained  by  reflection  and  the 
all  parts  ofthe  union,  appears  to  have    infiuence  of  public  opinion  from  the 
produced  any  relaxation  in  the  mca-    commission  of  actual  outrage.     In 
su  res  of  opposition  adopted  by  the    the  present  instance  aggression  may 
state  of  South  Carolina,  nor  is  there    be  regarded  as  committed  when  it  is 
any  reason  to  hope  that  the  ordi-    officially  authorized,  and  the  means 
nance  and  laws  will  be  abandoned.  I    of  enforcing  it  fully  provided, 
have  no  knowledge  that  an  attempt        Under  these  circumstances,  there 
has  been  made,  or  that  it  is  in  con-    can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  deter- 
templation  to  re-assemble  either  the    mination  ofthe  authorities  of  South 
convention  or  the  legislature ;  and    Carolina,  fiilly  to  carry  into  effect 
it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  inter-    their  ordinance  and  laws,  after  the 
val  before  the  1st  of  February  is    1st  of  February.     It  therefore  be- 
too  short  to  admit  of  the  preliminary    comes  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject 
steps  necessary  for  that  purpose,    to  the  serious  consideration  of  con- 
It  appears,  moreover,  that  the  state    gross,  in  order  that  such  measures 
authorities  are  actively  organizing    as  they  in  their  wisdom  may  deem 
their  military  resources,  and  provi-    fit,   shall  be  seasonably   provided* 
ding  the  means,  and  giving  the  most    and  that  it  may  be  thereby  under- 
solemn  assurances  of  protection  and    stood,  that  while  the  government  is 
support  to  all  who  shall  enlist  in  op.    disposed  to  remove  all  just  cause  of 
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tdomplaintf  as  jfar  as  may  be  practi-  or  violence,  the  measures  of  its  ad- 

cable,  consistently  with  a  proper  vocates  would  be  taken  in  amformi. 

regard  to  the  interest  of  the  com-  ty  with  that  profession ;    and,  on 

munity  at  large,  it  is  nevertheless  such  supposition,  the  means  afibrd- 

determined  that  the  supremacy  of  ed  by  the  existing  laws  would  have 

the  laws  shall  be  maintained.  been  adequate  to  meet  any  emer. 

In  making  this  communication,  it  gency  likely  to  arise, 

appears  to  me  to  be  proper,  not  only  It  was,  however,  not  possible  alto- 

that  I  should  lay  before  you  the  acts  gether  to  suppress  apprehension  of 

and  proceedings  of  South  Carolina,  the  excesses  to  which  the  excite- 

DUt  that  I  should  also  fully  acquaint  ment    prevailing    in  that  quarter 

you  with  those  steps  which  I  have  might  lead ;  but,  it  certainly  was 

already  caused  to  be  taken  for  the  not  foreseen  that  the  meditated  ob- 

due  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  struction  to  the  laws  would  so  soon 

with  my  views  of  the  subject  gene-  openly  assume  its  present  charac- 

rally,  that  the  suggestions  which  ter. 

the  oonstitution  requires  me  to  make  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  those 
in  regard  to  your  future  legislation,  instructions,  however,  the  ordinance 
may  be  better  understood.  of  the  convention  was  passed,  which,. 
This  subject  having  early  attract,  if  complied  with  by  the  people  of 
ed  the  anxious  attention  of  the  exe.  that  state,  must  effectually  render 
cutive,  as  soon  as  it  was  probable  inoperative  the  present  revenue  laws 
that  the  authorities  of  South  Caro-  within  her  limits.     That  ordinance 
lina  seriously  meditated  resistance  declares  and  ordains  '<  that  the  seve- 
to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  re-  ral   acts   and  parts  of  acts  of  the 
venue  laws,  it  was  deemed  advisa-  congress  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
ble,  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea-  porting  to  be  laws  for  the  imposing 
sury  should  particularly  instruct  the  of  duties  and  imposts  on  the  impor- 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  that  tation  of  foreign  commodities,"  and 
part  of  the  union,  as  to  the  nature  now   having  operation  and  efiect 
of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  ex-  within  the  United  States,  and  more 
isting  latvs.  especially  '^  an  act  in  alteration  of 
Instructions  were  accordingly  is-  these  several  acts  imposing  duties 
sued  on  the  6th  of  November,  to  on  imports,"  approved  on  the  19th 
the  collectors  in  that  state,  pointing  of  May,  1828,  and  also  an  act  en- 
out  their  respective  duties,  and  en-  titled  <<  an  act  to  alter  and  amend 
joining  upon  each  a  firm  and  vigilant,  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
but  direct  performance   of  them  imports,"  approved    on  the    14th 
in  the  emergency  then  apprehended,  of  July,  1892,  are  unauthorized  by 
I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  these  the  constitution  of  the  United  States* 
instructions,  and  ofthe  letter  address,  and    violate  the    true  intent  and 
ed  to  the  district  attorney,  request-  meaning  thereof,  and  are  null  and 
ing  his  co.operation.  void,  and  no  law,  nor  binding  upon 
These  instructions  were  dictated  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  its  offi. 
in  the  hope  that  as  the  opposition  to  cers  and  citizens ;  and  all  promises, 
the  laws  by  the  anomalous  proceed*  contracts  and  obligations  made  or 
ing  of  nullification  was  represented  entered  into,  or  to  be  made  or  on- 
to be  of  a  pacific  nature,  to  be  pur-  tered  into,  with  purpose  to  secure 
sued  substantially  according  to  the  the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  act8» 
forms  of  the  constitution,  and  with-  and  all  judicial  proceedings  which 
out  resorting,  in  any  event,  to  force  shall  be  hereafler  had  in  rarmanoe 
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thereof,  are  and  shall  be  held  utter,  well  and  truly  to  obey,  execute  an^ 

ly  null  and  void.  enforce  this  ordinance,   and  such 

It  also  ordains  <<  that  it  shall  not  act  or  acts  of  the  legislature  as  may 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  constituted  be  passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  ac- 
authoritiesy  whether  of  the  state  of  cording  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
South  Carolina,  or  of  the  United  ing  of  the  same ;  and  on  the  neg- 
States,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  lect  or  omission  of  any  such  per. 
duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts  with-  son  or  persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their 
in  the  limits  of  the  state  ;  but  that  it  office  or  offices  shall  be  forthwith 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to »  vacated,  and  shall  be  filled  up  as  if 
adopt  such  measures  and  pass  such  such  person  or  persons  were  dead, 
acts  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  or  had  resigned ;  and  no  person 
full  effect  to  this  ordinance,  and  to  hereaAer  elected  to  any  office  of 
prevent  the  enforcement  and  arrest  honour,  profit  or  trust,  civil  or  mili. 
the  operati<Mi  of  the  said  acts  and  tary,  shall,  until  the  legislature  shall 
and  parts  of  acts  of  the  congress  of  otherwise  provide  and  direct,  enter 
the  United  States,  within  the  limits  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  or  be 
of  the  state,  from  and  after  the  1st  in  any  respect  competent  to  dis* 
of  February  next ;  and  that  it  shall  charge  the  duties  thereof,  until  he 
be  the  duty  of  all  other  constituted  shall,  in  like  manner,  have  taken  a 
authorities,  and  of  all  persons  reaid-  similar  oath  ;  and  no  juror  shall  be 
ing  or  being  within  the  limits  of  the  empanneled  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
state,  and  they  are  hereby  required  the  state,  in  any  cause  in  which 
and  enjoined,  to  obey  and  give  ef-  shall  be  in  question  this  ordinance^ 
feet  to  this  ordinance,  and  such  acta  or  any  act  of  the  legislature  passed 
and  measures  of  the  legislature  as  in  pursuance  thereof,  unless  he  shall 
may  be  passed  or  adopt^  in  obedi.  first,  in  addition  to  the  usual  oath, 
ence  thereto."  It  further  ordaics,  have  taken  an  oath  that  he  will  well 
**  that  in  no  case  of  law  or  equity,  and  truly  obey,  execute  and  enforce 
decided  in  the  courts  of  the  state,  this  ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acts 
wherein  shall  be  drawn  in  question  of  the  legislature  as  may  be  passed 
the  authority  of  this  ordinance,  or  to  carry  the  same  into  operation 
the  validity  of  such  act  or  acts  of  and  effect,  according  to  the  true  in- 
the  legislature  as  may  be  passed  for  tent  and  meaning  thereof." 
the  purpose  of  giving  effect  thereto,  The  ordinance  concludes,  <<and 
or  the  validity  of  the  aforesaid  acts  we,  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  to 
of  congress,  imposing  duties,  shall  the  end  that  it  may  be  fully  under, 
any  appeal  be  taken  or  allowed  to  stood  by  the  government  of  the  Uni. 
the  supreme  court  of  the  Udited  ted  States  and  the  people  of  the  co. 
States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  re-  states,  that  we  arp  determined  to 
cord  be  permitted  or  allowed  for  maintain  this  ordinance  and  declara. 
that  purpose;  and  the  person  or  tion  at  every  hazard,  do  further  de- 
persons  attempting  to  take  such  ap-  dare  that  we  will  not  submit  to  the 
peal,  may  be  dealt  with  as  for  a  con.  application  of  force  on  the  part  of 
tempt  of  court."  the  federal  government  to  reduce 

It  likewise  ordains,  <<  that  all  per.  tl^'s  state  to  obedience ;  but  that  we 

sons  holding  any  office  of  honour,  consider  the  passage,  by  congress, 

profit,  or  trust,  civil  or  military,  un*  of  any  act  authorizing  the  employ- 

der  the  state,  shall,  within  such  time,  of  a  military  or  naval  force  against 

and  in  such  manner  as  the  legisla.  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  her  con- 

ture  shall   prescribe,  take  an  oath  stituted  authorities  or  citizens,  or 
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any  act  abolishiDg  or  closing  the  exercise  of  this  power  is  not  aques^ 

ports  of  this  state,  or  any  of  them,  tion  which  we  shall  any  longer  ar- 

or  otherwise  obstructing  the  free  in«  gue.     It  is  sufficient  that  she  has 

gross  and  egress  of  vessels,  to  and  willed  it,  and  that  the  act  is  done ; 

from  the  said  ports ;   or  any  other  nor  is   its  strict  compatibility  with 

act  on  the  part  of  the  federal  go-  our  constitutional  obligation  to  all 

vernraent  to  coerce  the  state,  shut  laws  passed  by  the  general  goyem- 

up  hor  ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  ment,  within  the  authorized  grants 

commerce,  or  to  enforce  the  acts  of  power,  to  be  drawn  in  question, 

hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  when  this  interposition  is  exerted  in 

otherwise  than   through   the   civil  a  case   in  which  the  compact  has 

tribunals  of  the  country,  as  incon-  been  palpably,    deliberately,    and 

sistent  with  the  longer  continuance  dangerously  violated.  That  it  brings 

of  South  Carolina  in  the  union;  up  a  conjuncture  of  deep  and  mo- 

and  that  the  people  of  this  state  mentous   interest  is  neither  to  be 

will    henceforth    hold    themselves  concealed  nor  denied.     This  crisis 

absolved   from  all   further  obliga-  presents  a  class  of  duties  which  is  re- 

tion  to  maintain  or  preserve  their  ferable   to  yourselves.     You  have 

political  connexion  with  the  people  been  commanded  by  the  people,  in 

of  the  other  states,  and  will  forth-  their  highest  sovereignty,  to  take 

with  proceed  to  organize  a  separate  care  that  within  the  limits  of  this 

government,  and  do  all  other  acts  state  their  will  shall  be  obeyed." 
and  things  which  sovereign  and  in-        **  The  measure  of  legislation,"  he 

dependent  states  may  of  right  do."  says,  ^  which  you  have  to  employ 

This  solemn  denunciation  of  the  at  this  crisis  is  the  precise  amount 

laws  and  authority  of  the  United  ofsuch  enactments  as  may  be  neces- 

States  has  been  followed  up  by  a  sary  to  render  it  utterly  impossible 

series  of  acts  on  the  part  of  the  au-  to  collect  within  our  limits  the  duties 

thorities  of  that  state  which  mani-  imposed   by  the   protective   tariffs 

fest  a  determination  to  render  inevit-  thus  nullified."  He  proceeds :  ''  That 

able  a  resort  to  those  measures  of  self  you  should  arm  every  citizen  with 

defence  which  the  paramount  duty  a  civil  process,  by  which  he  may 

of  the  federal  government  requires,  claim,  if  he  pleases,  a  restitution  of 

but  upon  the  adoption  of  which  that  his  goods  seized  under  the  existing 

state  will   proceed  to  execute  the  imposts,  on  his  giving  security  to 

purpose  it  has  avowed  in  this  or.  abide  the  issue  of  a  suit  at  law,  and 

dinance  of  withdrawing  from  the  at  the  same  time  define  what  shall 

union.  constitute  treason  against  the  state, 

On  the  27th  of  November  the  legis.  and  by  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties 

lature  assembled  at  Columbia ;  and,  compel  obedience  and  punish  disobe- 

on  their  meeting,  the  governor  laid  dience  to  your  own  laws,  are  points 

befbrethemthe  ordinance  of  the  con-  too  obvious  to  require  any  discus- 

vention.  In  his  message  on  that  oc*  sion.   In  one  word,  you  must  survey 

casion,  he  acquaints  them  that  <'this  the  whole  ground.    You  must  look 

ordinance  has  ihiia  become  a  part  of  to  and  provide  for  all  possible  con- 

the  fundament£vl  law  of  South  Caroli-  tingencies.    In  your  on  n  limits  your 

na ;"  that  **  the  die  has  been  at  last  own  courts  of  judicature  must  not 

cast,  and   South  Carolina  has  at  only  be  supreme,  but  you  must  look 

length  appealed  to  her  ulterior  so-  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  any  conflict  of 

rereignty  as  a  member  of  this  con-  jurisdiction    and     power    between 
fkleracy,  and  has  planted  herself  them  and  the  courts  of  the  United 

on  her  reserved  rights.  The  rightful  States." 
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The  governor  also  aaka  for  power  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 

to  grant  clearances,  in  violation  of  commoditiesy  passed  in  convention 

the  laws  of  the  union.    And,  to  pre-  of  this  state,  at  Columhia,  on  the 

pare  for  the  alternative,  which  must  24th  November,  1832." 
happen  unless  the    United   States        This  act  provides  that  any  goods 

shall  passively  surrender  their  au-  seized  or  detained  under  pretence  of 

thority,  and  the  executive  disregard,  securing  the  duties,  or  for  the  noo- 

ing  oath  and  refrain  from  executing  payment  of  duties,  or  under  any  pro- 

the  laws  of  the  union,  he  recom-  cess,  order  or  decree,  or  other  pre* 

mends  a  thorough   revision  of  the  text,  contrary  to  the  intent^dmean- 

militia  system,  and  that  the  governor  ing  of  the  ordinance,  may  be  recover- 

**  be  authorized  to  accept,  for  thede-  ed  by  the  owner  or  consignee  by  an 

fence  of  Charleston  and  its  depen.  act  of  replevin ;  that  in  case  of  re^ 

denciestthe  services  of  two  thousand  fusing  to  deliver  them  or  removing 

volunteers,  either  by  companies  or  them,  so  that  the  replevin  cannot  be 

files,"  and  that  they  be  formed  into  a  executed,  the  sheriff  may  seize  the 

legionary  brigade,  consisting  of  in-  personal  estate  of  the  offender  to 

fantry,  riflemen,  cavalry,  field  and  double  the  amount  of  the  goods;  and 

heavy  artillery  ;  and  that  they  be  if  any  attempt  shall  be  made  to  re- 

^  armed  and  equipped  from  the  pub-  take  or  seize  them,  it  is  the  duty  of 

lie  arsenals  completely  for  the  fields  the  sheriff  to  recapture  them ;  and 

and  that  appropriations  be  made  for  that  any  person  who  shall  disobey 

supplying  all  deficienices  in  our  mu-  the  process,  or  remove  the  goods, 

nitions  of  war."  In  addition  to  these  and  any  one  who  shall  attempt  to 

volunteer  drafls,    he   recommends  retake  or  seize  the  goods  under  pre* 

that  the  governor  be  authorized  'Uo  tence  of  securing  the  duties,  or  for 

accept  the  services  of  ten  thousand  non-payment  of  duties,  or  under  any 

volunteers  from  the  other  divisions  of  process  or  decree  contrary  to  the 

the  state,  to  be  organized  and  arran-  intent  of  the  ordinance,  shall  be  fined 

ged  in  regiments  and  brigades,  the  and  imprisoned,  besides  being  liable 

officers  to  be  sele<ited  by  the  commcm-  for  any  other  ofience  involved  in 

der-in-chief,    and   that  this   whole  the  act. 
force  bccalled  the  state  g%uxrd"  It  also  provides  that  any  person 

A  request  has  been  regularly  arrested  or  imprisoned,  on  any  judg* 
made  of  the  secretary  of  state  of  ment  or  decree  obtained  in  any  fede* 
South  Carolina,  for  authentic  copies  ral  court  for  duties,  shall  be  entitled 
of  the  acts  which  have  been  passed  to  the  benefit  secured  by  the  habeas 
for  the  puj'pose  of  enforcing  the  or-  corpus  act  of  the  state  in  cases  of  un- 
dinance,  bvit  up  to  the  date  of  the  lawful  arrest,  and  may  maintain  an 
latest  advices  that  request  had  not  action  for  damages  ;  and  that  if  any 
been  complied  with;  and  on  the  estate  shall  be  sold  under  such  judg- 
present occasion, therefore, reference  mentor  decree,  thb  sale  shall  be 
can  only  be  made  to  those  acts  as  held  illegal, 
published  in  the  newspapers .  of  the  It  also  provides  that  any  jailor 
state.  The  acts  to  which  it  is  deem-  who  receives  a  person  committed  on 
ed  proper  to  invite  the  particular  any  process  or  other  judicial  pro- 
attention  of  congress  are  :  ceediogs  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
^  1.  "An  act  to  c^riy  into  effect,  duties,  and  any  one  who  hires  his 
in  part,  an  ordinance  to  nullify  cer-  house  as  a  jail  to  receive  such  per- 
tain acts  of  congress  of  the  United  son,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned. 
States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  And,  finally,  it  provides,  that  per- 
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•008  paying  duties  may  recover  fioers ;  and  declares  it  to  be  the  duty 
them  back  with  interest.  of  the  governor  in  every  such  case 

The  next  is  called  ^'an  act  to  to  call  forth  such  portions  of  militia 
provide  for  the  security  and  protec*  and  volunteers  as  may  be  necessary 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  promptly  to  suppress  such  combina- 
South  Carolina.  tions,  and  cause  the  laws  of  the 

This  act  provides,  that  if  the  go-  state  to  be  executed, 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  or  3d.  Is  *<  an  act  concerning  the 
any  officer  thereof,  shall,  by  the  em-  oath  required  by  the  ordinance, 
ployment  of  naval  or  military  force,  passed  in  convention  at  Columbia, 
attempt  to  coerce  the  state  of  South  the  24th  of  November,  1882." 
Carolina  into  submission  to  the  acts  This  act  prescribes  the  form  of 
of  congress  declared  by  the  ordi-  the  oath,  which  is  to  obey  and  eze- 
nance  null  and  void,  or  to  resist  the  cute  the  ordinance  and  all  acts  pass- 
enforcement  of  the  ordinance,  or  of  ed  by  the  legislature  in  pursuance 
the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  there-  thereof;  and  directs  the  time  and 
of,  or  in  case  of  any  armed  or  for-  manner  of  taking  it  by  the  officers 
cible  resistance  thereto,  the  govern-  of  the  state,  civil,  judicial,  and  mili- 
or  is  authorized  to  resist  the  same,    tary. 

and  to  order  into  service  the  whole.  It  is  believed  thaf  other  acts  have 
or  so  much  of  the  military  force  of  been  passed  embracing  provisions 
the  state  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  for  enforcing  the  ordinance,  but  I 
and  that  in  case  of  any  overt  act  of  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure 
coercion  or  intention  to  commit  the    them. 

same,  manifested  by  an  unusual  as-  I  transmit,  however,  a  copy  of 
semblage  of  naval  or  military  forces  Governor  Hamilton's  message  to  the 
in  or  near  the  state,  or  the  occur-  legislature  of  South  Carolina ;  of 
rence  of  any  circumstances  indica-  Governor  Hayne's  inaugural  ad- 
ting  that  armed  force  is  about  to  be  dress  to  the  legislature,  as  also  of 
employed  against  the  state,  or  in  re-  his  proclamation,  and  a  general  or- 
sistance  to  its  laws,  the  governor  is  der  of  the  governor  and  commander, 
authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  in- chiefs  dated  the  20th  December, 
such  volunteers,  and  call  into  service  giving  public  notice  that  the  services 
such  portions  of  the  militia  as  may  of  volunteers  will  be  accepted  under 
be  required  to  meet  the  emergency,    the  act  already  referred  to. 

The  act  also  provides  for  accepting  If  these  measures  cannot  be  de- 
the  service  of  the  volunteers,  and  feated  and  overcome  by  the  powers 
organizing  the  militia,  embracing  all  conferred  by  the  constitution  on  the 
free  white  males  between  the  ages  federal  government,  the  constitution 
of  16  and  60,  and  for  the  purchase  must  be  considered  as  incompetent 
of  arms,  ordnance  and  ammunition*  to  its  own  defence,  the  supremacy  of 
It  also  declares  that  the  power  con-  the  laws  is  at  an  end,  and  the  rights 
ferred  on  the  governor  shall  be  ap-  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  can  no 
plicable  to  all  cases  of  insurrection  longer  receive  protection  from  the 
or  invasion,  or  imminent  danger  government  of  the  union.  They 
thereof,  and  to  cases  where  the  laws  not  only  abrogate  the  acts  of  con- 
of  the  state  shall  be  opposed,  and  gress,  commonly  called  the  tariff 
the  execution  thereof  forcibly  re-  acts  of  1828  and  1832,  but  they  pros- 
sisted  by  combinations  too  powerful  trate  and  sweep  away,  at  once,  and 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  power  vest-  without  exception,  every  act,  and 
ed  in  the  sheriff  and  other  civil  of-    every  part  of  every  act  imposing 
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any  amount  whatever  of  duty  on  any  arrest  the  operation  of  the  laws,  are 

foreign  merchandise,  and,  virtually,  to  retrace  their  steps,  and   rescind 

every  existing  act  which  has  ever  their  measures.     They  offer  to  the 

been  passed  authorizing  the  coUec-  United  States  no  alternative  but  un- 

tion  of  revenue,   including  the  act  conditional  submission.  If  the  scope 

of  1816,  and  also  the  collection  law  of  the  ordinance  is  to  be  received  as 

of  1799,    the  constitutionality  of  the  scale  of  concession,  their  de- 

which  has  never  been  questioned,  mands  can  be  satisfied  only  by  a 

It  is  not  only  those  duties  which  are  repeal  of  the  whole  system  of  the  re- 

charged  to  have  been  imposed  for  venue  laws,  and  by  abstaining  from 

the  protection  of  manufactures  that  the  collection  of  any  duties  and  im- 

are  hereby  repealed,  but  all  others,  posts  whatsoever* 
though  laid  for  the  purpose  of  re-        It  is  true,  that  in  the  address  to 

venue  merely,  and  upon  articles  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by 

no  degree  suspected  of  being  ob-  the  convention  of  South  Carolina, 

jects  of  protection.  .  afler  announcing  the  fixed  and  final 

The  whole  revenue  system  of  determination  of  the  state,  in  rela- 
the  United  States  in  South  Carolina  tion  to  the  protecting  svstem,  they 
is  obstructed  and  overthrown  ;  and  say,  that  "  it  remains  for  us  to  sub- 
the  government  is  absolutely  pro-  mit  a  plan  of  taxation  in  which  we 
hiblted  from  collecting  any  part  of  would  be  willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a 
the  public  revenue  within  the  limits  liberal  spirit  of  concession,  provided 
of  that  state.  Henceforth  not  only  we  are  met  in  due  time,  and  in  a  be- 
the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  and  coming  spirit,  by  the  states  interest- 
of  the  United  States,  but  the  subjects  ed  in  manufactures."  In  the  opinion 
of  foreign  states,  may  import  any  de-  of  the  convention,  an  equitable  plan 
scription  or  quantity  of  merchan-  would  be,  that  **  the  whole  list  of 
dise  into  the  ports  of  South  Caroli-  protected  articles  should  be  import- 
na,  without  the  payment  of  any  du-  ed  free  of  all  duty,  and  that  the  re- 
ty  whatsoever.  That  state  is  thus  venue  derived  from  import  duties 
relieved  from  the  payment  of  any  should  be  raised  exclusively  from 
part  of  the  public  burdens;  anddu-  the  unprotected  articles,  or  that 
ties  and  imports  are  not  only  ren-  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed  upon 
dered  not  uniform  throughout  the  protected  articles  imported,  an  ex- 
United  States,  but  a  direct  and  ruin-  cise  duty  of  the  same  rate  shall  be 
ous  preforence  is  given  to  the  ports  imposed  on  all  similar  articles  manu- 
of  that  state  over  those  of  all  the  factured  in  the  United  States."  The 
other  states  of  the  union,  in  mani-  address  proceeds  to  state,  however, 
iest  violation  of  the  positive  provi-  that  they  <<  are  willing  to  make  a 
sions  of  the  constitution.  large  offering  to  preserve  the  union. 

In  point  of  duration,  also,  these  and  with  a  distinct  declaration,  that 

aggressions  upon  the   authority  of  as  a  concession  on  our  part,  we  will 

congress,  which,  by  the  ordinance,  consent  that  the  same  rates  of  du- 

are  made  part  of  the   fundamental  ty  may  be  imposed  upon  the  pro. 

law  of  South  Carolina,   are  abso-  tected  articles  that  shall  be  imposed 

lute,  indefinite,  and  without  limita-  upon  the  unprotected,  provided  Uiat 

tion.     They  neither  prescribe  the  no  more  revenue  be  raised  them  is  no. 

period  when  they  shall  cease,  nor  cessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  go. 

indicate  any  conditions  upon  which  vemment  for  constitutional  purposes, 

those  who  have  thus  undertaken  to  and  provided,  also,  that  a  duty  sub- 
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itantially  uniform  be  imposed  upon  authoritative  upon  all  within  the  11. 

all  foreign  imports."  mits  of  South  Carolina,  and  is  ab« 

it  is  also  true,  that  in  his  mesage  solute  and  unconditional  in  its  terms, 

to  the  legislature,  when  urging  the  the  address  conveys  only  the  sen* 

necessity  of  providing  **  means  of  timents   of  the  convention,  in   no 

securing  their  safety  by  ample  re«  binding  or  practical  form.     One  is 

sources  for  repelling  force  by  force,"  the  act  of  the  state  ;  the  other  only 

the  governor  of  South  Carolina  ob-  the  expression  of  the  opinions  of  tho 

served,  that  he  **  cannot  but  think  members  of  the  convention.     To 

that  on  a  calm  and  dispassionate  re-  limit  the  efiect  of  that  solemn  act^ 

view  by  congress  and  the  functiona-  by  any  terms  or  conditions  what- 

ries  of  the  general  government,  of  ever,  they  should  have   been   em« 

the  true  merits  of  this  controversy,  bodied  in  it,  and  made  of  import  no 

the  arbitration,  by  a  call  of  a  con-  less  authoritative  than  the  act  itself, 

vention  of  all  the  states,  which  we  By  the  positive  enactments  of  the 

sincerely  and  anxiously  seek   and  ordinance,  the  execution  of  the  laws 

desire,  will  be  accorded  to  us."  of  the  union  is  absolutely  prohibitedf 

From  the  diversity  of  the  term  and  the  address  offers  no  other  pros^ 
indicated  in  these  two  important  do-  pect  of  their  being  again  restored, 
cuments,  taken  in  connexion  with  even  in  the  modified  form  proposed, 
the  progress  of  recent  events  in  that  than  what  depends  on  the  improba* 
quarter,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  ble  contingency,  that  amid  changing 
apprehend,  without  in  any  manner  events  and  increasing  excitement 
doubting  the  intentions  of  those  pub-  the  sentiments  of  the  present  mem- 
lie  functionaries,  that  neither  the  bers  of  the  convention  and  of  their 
terms  pioposed  in  the  address  of  the  successors  will  remain  the  same, 
convention,  nor  those  alluded  to  in  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
the  message  of  the  governor,  would  that  these  conditions,  even  if  they 
appease  the  excitement  which  had  had  been  ofiTered  in  the  same  bind'* 
led  to  the  present  excesses.  It  is  ing  form,  are  so  undefined,  depend 
obvious,  however,  that  should  the  upon  so  many  contingencies,  are  so 
latter  be  insisted  on,  they  present  directly  opposed  to  the  known  opi^ 
an  alternative  which  the  general  nions  and  interests  of  the  great  bo- 
go  vemment,  of  itself  can  by  no  pos-  dy  of  the  American  people,  as  to  be 
sibility  grant ;  since,  by  an  express  almost  hopeless  of  attainment.  The 
provision  of  the  constitution,  con-  majority  of  the  states  and  of  the 
gress  can  call  a  convention  for  the  people  wi!l  certainly  not  consent 
purpose  of  proposing  amendments,  that  the  protecting  duties  shall  be 
only  *<  on  the  application  of  the  le-  wholly  abrogated,  never  to  be  re- 
gislaturesoftwo  thirds  of  the  states."  enacted  at  any  future  time,  or  in 
And  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  any  possible  contingency.  As  little 
terms  presented  in  the  address  are  practicable  is  it  to  provide  that  the 
more  practicable  than  those  referred  *<  same  rate  of  duty  shall  be  im« 
to  in  the  message.  posed  upon  the   protected  articles 

It  will  not  escape  attention,  that  that  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  un- 

the  conditions  on  which  it  is  said  in  protected,"  which,  moreover,  would 

the  address  of  the  convention  they  be  severely  oppressive  to  the  poor, 

''would   be  willing  to  acquiesce,"  and  in  time  of  war,  would  add  greats 

form  no  part  of  the  ordinance.  While  ly  toits  rigours.  And,  though  there 

this  ordinance  bears  all  the  solem-  can  be  no  objection  to  the  principle, 

nity  of  a  fundamental  law,  is  to  be  properly  understood,  that  no  more 
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j^eyenne  shall  be  raised  than  is  ne-  state  of  things,  and  act  under  tfaem 

cessary  for  the  constitutional  pur.  accordisg  to  his  high  obligations, 
poses  of  the  goyenunent;    which        By    these  various  prcceedings, 

principle  has  been   already  recom*  therefore,  the  state  of  South  Caro- 

mended  by  the  executive  as  the  true  lina  has  forced  the  general  govern^ 

basis  of  taxation ;  yet  it  is  very  cer-  ment,  unavoidably,  to  decide  the 

tain  that  South  Carolina  alone  can*  new  and   dangerous  alternative  of 

not   be   permitted  to  decide  what  permitting  a  state  to  obstruct  tho 

those  constitutional  purposes  are.  execution  of  the  laws  within  its  li« 

The  period  which  constitutes  the  mits,  or  seeing  it  attempt  to  execute 

due  time  in  which  the  terms  propo.  a  threat  of  withdrawing  from  the 

posed  in  the  address  are  to  be  ac-  union.     That  portion  of  the  people 

cepted,    would    seem    to    present  at  present  exercising  the  authority 

scarcely  less  difficulty  than  the  terms  of  the  state  solemnly  assert  their 

themselves.     Though  the  revenue  right  to  do  either,  and  as  solemnly 

laws   are  already  declared  to  be  announce  their  determination  to  do 

void  in  South  Carolina,   as  well  as  one  or  the  other, 
the  bonds  taken  under  them,   and        Jn  my  opinion,  both  purposes  are 

the  judicial  proceedings  for  carry,  to  be  regarded  as  revolutionary  in 

ing  them  into  efiect,  yet,  as  the  full  their  character  and  tendency,  and 

action  and  operation  of  the  ordi-  subversive  of  the  supremacy  of  the 

nance  are  to  be  suspended  until  the  laws  and  of  the  integrity  of  the 

first  of  February,  the  interval  may  union.     The  result  of  each  is  the 

be  assumed  as  the  tinrie  within  which  same;  since  a  state  in  which,  by 

it  is  expected  that  the  most  complica-  an  usurpation  of  power,  the  const!- 

ted  portion  of  the  national  legisla-  tutional  authority  of  the  federal  go. 

tion,  a  system  of  long  standing,  and  vernment  is  openly  defied  and  set 

afifecting  great  interests  in  the  com.  aside,  wants  only  the  form,  to  be 

munity,  is  to  be  rescinded  and  abo-  independent  of  the  union, 
lished.     If  this  be  required,   it  is        The  right  of  the  people  of  a  sin- 

t^lear  that  a  compliance  is  impossi-  gle  state  to  absolve  themselves  at 

ble.  will,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 

In  the  uncertainty,  then,  which  other  states,  from  their  most  solonn 
exists  as  to  the  duration  of  the  or.  obligations,  and  hazard  the  liberties 
dinance  and  of  the  enactments  for  and  happiness  of  the  millions  com- 
enforcing  it,  it  becomes  imperiously  posing  this  union,  cannot  be  ac 
the  duty  of  the  executive  of  the  Uni-  knowledged.  Such  authority  is  be« 
ted  States,  acting  with  a  proper  re.  lieved  to  be  utterly  repugnant  both 
gard  to  all  the  great  interests  com-  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  ge- 
mitted  to  his  care,  to  treat  those  neral  government  is  constituted, 
acts  as  absolute  and  unlimited,  and  to  the  objects  which  it  was  ex. 
They  are  so,  as  far  as  his  agency  pressly  formed  to  attain, 
is  concerned.  He  cannot  either  Against  all  acts  which  may  be 
embrace  or  lead  to  the  performance  alleged  to  transcend  the  constitu* 
of  the  conditions.  He  has  already  tional  power  of  government,  or 
discharged  the  only  part  in  his  pow-  which  may  be  inconvenient  or  op« 
er,  by  the  recommendation  in  his  pressive  in  their  operation,  the  con- 
annual  message.  The  rest  is  with  stitution  itself  has  prescribed  the 
congress  and  the  people;  and,  until  modes  of  redress.  It  is  the  acknow- 
they  have  acted,  his  duty  will  re-  lodged  attribute  of  free  institutions 
quire  him  to  look  to  the  existing  that  under  Uiem  the  empire  of  reason 
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and  law  is  substituted  for  the  power  dependent  upon  the   power  to  en- 

of  the  sword.     To  no  other  source  force  it. 

can  appeals  for  supposed  wrongs  Such  a  right^though  it   may  be 

be  made  consistently  with  the  oh-  admitted  to  pre-exist,  and  cannot  be 

ligations  of  South  Carolina ;  to  no  wholly  surrendered,  is  necessarily 

other  can  such  appeals  be  made  subjected  to  limitations  in  all  free 

with  safety  at  any  time,  and  to  their  governments,  and  in  compacts  of  all 

decisions,  when  constitutionally  pro-  kinds  freely  and  voluntarily  enter- 

nounced,  it  becomes  the  duty  no  ed  into,  and  in  which  the  interest 

less  of  the  public  authorities  than  and  welfare  of  the  individual   be- 

of  the  people,  in  every  case,  to  yield  come  identified  with  those  of  the 

a  patriotic  submission.  community  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 

That  a  state,  or  any  other  great  cer.     In  compacts  between  indivi- 

portion  of  the  people,  suffering  un-  duals,  however  deeply  they  may 

der  long  and  intolerable  oppression,  affect  their  relations,   these  princi- 

and  having  tried  all   constitutional  pies  are  acknowledged  to  create  a 

remedies  without  the  hope  of  re-  sacred  obligation :  and  in  compacts 

dress,  may  have  a  natural   right,  of  civil  governments,  involving  the 

when  their  happiness  can   be  no  liberty   and  happiness  of  millions 

otherwise  secured,  and  when  they  of  mankind,  the  obligation  cannot 

can  do  so  without  greater  injury  to  be  less. 

others,  to  absolve  themselves  from  Without  adverting  to  the  particu- 

their  obligations  to  the  government,  lar  theories  to  which  the  federal 

and  appeal  to  the  last  resort,  need  compact  has  given  rise,  both  as  to 

not,  on  the  present  occasion,  be  de-  its  formation  and  the  parties  to  it — 

nied*  and   without  inquiring  whether  it 

The  existence  of  this  right,  how-  be  merely  federal,  or  social,  or  na- 
ever,  must  depend  on  the  causes  tional,  it  is  sufficient  that  it  must  be 
which  may  justify  its  exercise.  It  admitted  to  be  a  compact,  and  to 
is  the  ultima  ratio,  which  presup-  possess  the  obligations  incident  to  a 
poses  that  the  proper  appeals  to  all  compact ;  to  be  a  compact  by  which 
other  means  of  redress  have  been  power  is  created  on  the  one  hand, 
made  in  good  faith,  and  which  can  ne-  and  obedience  is  exacted  on  the 
ver  be  rightfully  resorted  to,  unless  other,  a  compact  freely,  voluntarily, 
it  be  unavoidable.  It  is  not  the  right  and  solemnly  entered  into  by  the 
of  the  state,  but  of  the  individual,  several  states,  and  ratified  by  the 
and  of  all  the  individuals  in  the  state,  people  thereof  respectively ;  a  corn- 
It  is  the  right  of  mankind,  general-  pact  by  which  the  several  states 
ly,  to  secure,  by  all  means  in  their  and  the  people  thereof  respectively 
power,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  have  bound  themselves  to  each 
happiness ;  but  when,  for  these  other,  and  to  the  federal  govem- 
purposes,  any  body  of  men  have  ment,  and  by  which  the  federal  go- 
voluntarily  associated  themselves  vernment  is  bound  to  the  several 
under  a  particular  form  of  govern-  states,  and  to  every  citizen  of  the 
ment,  no  portion  of  them  can  dis-  United  States.  To  this  compact, 
solve  the  association  without  ac-  in  whatever  mode  it  may  have  been 
knowledging  the  correlative  right  done,  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
in  the  remainder  to  decide  whether  have  freely  and  voluntarily  given 
that  dissolution  can  be  permitted,  their  assent,  and  to  the  whole  and 
consistently  with  the  general  hap-  every  part  of  it  they  are,  upon  eve- 
piness.     In  this  view  it  is  a  right  ry  principle  of  good  faith,  inviolably 

Q 
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bound.  Under  this  obligation,  they  ultimate  power  of  amendment,  are 
are  bound,  and  should  be  required  the  salutary  and  only  limitations 
to  contribute  their  ^portion  of  the  upon  the  powers  of  the  whole, 
pubhc  expense,  and  to  submit  to  all  However  it  may  be  alleged  that 
laws  made  by  the  common  consent,  a  violation  of  the  compact  by  the 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitution,  for  measures  of  the  government  can 
the  common  defence  and  general  affect  the  obligations  of  the  parties, 
welfare,  until  they  can  be  changed  it  cannot  even  be  pretended  that 
in  the  mode  which  the  compact  such  violation  can  be  predicated  of 
has  provided  for  the  attainment  those  measures  until  all  the  const!* 
of  those  great  ends  of  the  govern-  tutional  remedies  shall  have  been 
ment  and  of  the  union.  Nothing  fully  tried.  If  the  federal  govern- 
less  than  causes  which  would  justi-  ment  exercises  powers  not  warrant- 
fy  revolutionary  remedy  can  ab-  ed  by  the  constitution,  and  imme- 
solve  the  people  from  this  obliga-  diately  affecting  individuals,  it  will 
tion  ;  and  for  nothing  less  can  the  scarcely  be  denied  that  the  proper 
government  permit  it  to  be  done  remedy  is  a  recourse  to  the  judi- 
without  violating  its  own  obliga-  ciary.  Such  undoubtedly  is  the 
tion,  by  which,  under  the  compact,  remedy  for  those  who  deem  the  acts 
it  is  bound  to  the  other  states,  and  of  congress  laying  duties  on  im- 
to  every  citizen  of  the  United  ports  and  providing  for  their  col- 
States,  lection  to  be  unconstitutional.    The 

These  deductions    plainly   flow  whole  operation  of  such  laws  is  up« 

from  the  nature  of  the  federal  com.  on   the  individuals  importing   the 

pact,  which  is  one  of  limitations,  merchandise ;    a  state  is  absolutely 

not  only  upon  the  powers  original,  prohibited    from     laying    imposts 

ly  possessed  by  the  parties  thereto,  or  duties  on  imports    or  exports^ 

but  also  upon  those  conferred  on  the  without  the   consent  of  congress,, 

government  and  every  department  and  cannot  become  a  party  under 

thereof.    It  will  be  freely  conceded,  those   laws   without    importing  in 

that  by  the  principles  of  our  sys-  her  own  name,  or  wrongfully  inter- 
tem,  all  power  is  vested  in  the  peo-  _  posing  her  authority  against  them* 

pie,  but  to  be  exercised  in  the  mode.  By  thus  interposing,  however,  she 

and  subject  to   the  checks  which  cannot  rightfully  obstruct  the  ope- 

the  people  themselves  have  pre.  ration  of  the  laws  upon  individuals, 

scribed.      These  checks  are,  un.  For  their  disobedience  to,  or  viola- 

doubtedly,  only  different  modifica-  tion  of  the  laws,  the  ordinary  reme- 

tions  of  the  same  great   popular  dies  through  the  judicial   tribunals 

principle  which  lies  at  the  founda-  would  remain.    And,  in  case  where 

on  of  the  whole,  but  are   not,  on  an  individual  should  be  prosecuted 

that  account,  to  be  less  regardeni  or  for  any  offence  against  the  laws,  he 

less  obligatory.  could  not  set  up,  in  justification  of 

Upon  the  power  of  congress,  the  his  act,  a  law  of  a  state,  which,  be- 

veto  of  the  executive,   and  the  au-  ing  unconstitutional,  would  there- 

thority  of  the  judiciary,  which   is  fore  be  regarded  as  null  and  void. 

"  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  The  law  of  a  state  cannot  au. 

equity  arising  under  the  constitu.  thorize  the  commission  of  a  crime 

tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  against   the  United  States,  or  any 

made  in   pursuance  thereof,"  are  other   act   which,  according  to  the 

the  obvious  checks,  and  the  sound  supreme  law  of  the   union,   would 

action  of  public  opinion,  with  the  be  otherwise  unlawful.     And  it  is 
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equally  clear,  that,  if  there  be  any  public  opinion  and  to  the  remedy 
case  in  which  a  state,  as  such,  is  af-  of  amendment.  For  without  wait- 
fected  by  the  law  beyond  the  scope  ing  to  learn  jirhether  the  other 
of  judicial  power,  the  remedy  con-  states  will  consent  to  a  conventiooy 
sists  in  appeals  to  the  people  either  or  if  they  do,  will  construe  or 
to  efiect  a  change  in  the  represen-  amend  the  constitution  to  suit  her 
tation,  or  to  procure  relief  by  an  views,  she  has  of  her  own  autho- 
amendment  of  the  constitution.  But  rity  altered  the  import  of  that  in- 
the  measures  of  the  government  are  strument,  and  given  immediate  ef« 
to  be  recognised  as  valid,  and  con-  feet  to  the  change.  In  fine,  she  has 
sequently  supreme,  until  these  re-  set  her  own  will  and  authority 
medies  shall  have  been  e^ectually  above  the  laws,  has  made  herself 
tried ;  and  any  attempt  to  subvert  arbiter  in  her  own  case,  and  has 
those  measures,  or  to  render  the  passed  at  once  over  all  interme- 
laws  subordinate  to  state  authority,  diate  steps  to  measures  of  avowed 
and  afterwards  to  resort  to  constitu-  resistance,  which,  unless  they  be 
tional  redress,  is  worse  than  eva-  submitted  to,  can  be  enforced  only 
sive.  It  would  not  be  a  proper  re-  by  the  sword, 
sistance  to  ^  a  government  of  unli.  In  deciding  upon  the  course 
ndted  powers,'^  as  has  been  some-  which  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  all 
times  pretended,  but  unlawful  oppo-  the  people  of  the  United  States  im- 
sition  to  the  very  limitations  on  poses  upon  the  authorities  of  the 
which  the  harmonious  action  of  the  union,  in  this  emergency,  it  cannot 
government  and  all  its  parts  abso-  be  overlooked  that  there  is  no  suf. 
lutely  depends.  South  Carolina  has  ficient  cause  for  the  acts  of  South 
appealed  to  none  of  these  remedies,  Carolina,  or  for  her  thus  placing 
but,  in  eflfect,  has  defied  them  all.  in  jeopardy  the  happiness  of  so  ma- 
While  threatening  to  separate  from  ny  millions  of  people.  Misrule  and 
the  union  if  any  attempts  be  made  oppression,  to  warrant  the  dismp- 
to  enforce  the  revenue  laws  other,  tion  of  the  free  institutions  of  the 
wise  than  through  the  civil  tribu-  imion  of  these  states,  should  be 
nals  of  the  country,  she  has  not  great  and  lasting— defy  ing  all  other 
only  not  appealed  in  her  own  name  remedy.  For  causes  of  minor  cha- 
to  those  tribunals  which  the  consti-  racter,  the  government  could  not 
tution  has  provided  for  all  cases  in  submit  to  such  a  cataMrophe,  with- 
law  or  equity  arising  under  the  con-  out  a  violation  of  its  most  sacred 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  U.  States,  obligations  to  the  other  states  of  the 
but  has  endeavoured  to  frustrate  union,  who  have  submitted  their  des- 
their  proper  action  on  her  citizens  by  tiny  to  its  hands, 
drawing  the  cognizance  of  cases  There  is,  in  the  present  instance, 
under  the  revenue  laws  to  her  own  no  such  cause  either  in  the  degr#e 
tribunals,  specially  prepared  and  of  misrule  or  oppression  complain- 
fitted  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  ed  of,  or  in  the  hopelessness  of  re- 
the  acts  passed  by  the  state  to  oh-  dress  by  constitutional  means.  The 
struct  those  laws,  and  both  judges  long  sanction  they  have  received 
and  jurors  of  which  will  be  found  from  the  proper  authorities  and 
by  the  import  of  oaths  previously  from  the  people,  not  less  than  the 
taken  to  treat  the  constitution  and  unexampled  growth  and  increasing 
laws  of  the  Uited  States  in  this  re-  prosperity  of  so  many  millions  of 
spect  as  a  nullity.  Nor  has  the  freemen,  attest  that  no  such  op. 
state  made  the  proper  appeal  to  pression  as  would  justify,  or  even 
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palliate  such  a  resort,  can  be  justly  that  health,  almost  beyond  former 

imputed  either  to  the  present  policy  precedent,  has  blessed  our  homes; 

or  past  measures  o^  the  federal  go.  and  that  there  is  not  less   reason 

vemment.      The    same  mode  of  for  thankfulness  in  surveying  our 

collecting  duties,  and   for  the  same  social  condition  ;"  it  would,  indeed, 

general  objects,  which  began  with  be  difficult  to  imagine  oppression, 

th«  foundation  of  the  government,  where,  in  the  social  condition  of  a 

and  which  has  conducted  the  coun-  people  there  was  equal  cause  of 

try  through  its  subsequent  steps  to  thankfulness  as  for  abundant  bar- 

its   present  enviable    condition   of  vests,  and   varied   and    multiplied 

happiness  and  renown,  has  not  been  blessings  with  which  a  kind  Provi- 

changed.     Taxation  and  represen-  dence  had  favoured  them, 

tation,  the  great  principle  of  the  Independently  of  these  conside- 

American  revolution,  have  continu.  rations,  it  will  not  escape  obsenra* 

Ally  gone  hand  in  hand  ;  and  at  all  tion,  thai  South  Carolina  still  claims 

times,  and  in  every  instance,  no  tax  to  be  a  component  part  of  the  union, 

of  any  kind  has  been  imposed  with-  and  to  participate  in  the  national 

out  the  participation,  and  in  some  council,  and  to  share  in  the  public 

instances  which  have   been  com-  benefits  without  contributing  to  the 

plained  of,  with  the  express  assent  public  burthens  ;  thus  asserting  the 

of  the  representatives  of  South  Ca-  dangerous  anomaly  of  continuing  in 

rolina  in  the  councils  of  the  govern-  an    association     without   acknow- 

ment.     Up  to  the  present  period,  ledging  any  other  obligation  to  its 

no  revenue  has  been  raised  beyond  laws  than  what  depends  upon  her 

the  necessary  wants  of  the  country,  own  will. 

;and  the  authorized  expenditures  of  In  this  posture  of  affairs,  the  duty 
the  government.  And  as  soon  as  of  the  government  seems  to  be 
the  burthen  of  the  public  debt  is  re-  plain :  it  inculcates  a  recognition 
moved,  those  charged  with  the  ad-  of  that  state  as  a  member  of  the 
ministration  have  promptly  recom-  union,  and  subject  to  its  authority, 
mended  a  correspondent  reduction  a  vindication  of  the  just  power  of 
of  revenue*  the  constitution,  the  preservation  of 
That  this  system,  thus  pursued,  the  integrity  of  the  union,  and  the 
has  resulted  in  no  such  oppression  execution  of  the  laws  by  all  consti- 
upon  South  Carolina,  needs  no  other  tutional  means, 
proof  than  the  solemn  and  official  The  constitution,  which  his  oath 
declaration  of  the  late  chief  raagis-  of  office  obliges  him  to  support,  de- 
trate  of  that  state,  in  his  address  to  clares,  that  the  executive  **  skaS 
the  legislature.  In  that  he  says,  iake  care  that  the  laws  befaUhfttJbf 
that  ^'oocurrencesof  the  past  year,  exectUed."  and  providing  that  he 
in  connexion  with  our  domestic  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  con- 
concerns,  are  to  be  reviewed  with  a  gress  information  of  the  state  of  the 
sentiment  of  fervent  gratitude  to  the  union,  recommend  to  their  conside- 
Oreat  Disposer  of  human  events ;  ration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
that  tributes  of  grateful  acknow-  judge  necessary  and  expedient,  im- 
ledgments  are  due  for  the  varied  poses  the  additional  obligation  of 
and  multiplied  blessings  he  has  been  recommending  to  congress  such 
pleased  to  bestow  on  our  people  ;  more  efficient  provision  for  execu- 
that  abundant  harvests  in  every  ting  the  laws  as  may,  from  time 
quarter  of  the  state  have  crowned  to  time,  be  found  requisite, 
the  exertions  of  agricultural  labour;  The  same  instrument  confers  on 
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eongreas  the  power,  not  merely  to  ganized  opposition,  as  is  to  be  com- 

la J  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im-  menced  after  the  first  of  February 

posts  and  excises  ;  to  pay  the  debts  next. 

and  provide  for  the   common   de*  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  those 
fence  and  general  welfare ;  but  **  to  instructions  and    to    the    passage 
make  all  laws  which  shall   be  ne-  of  the  ordinance,  information  has 
eessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  been  received  from  sources  entitled 
•effect  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  to  be  relied  on,  that  owing  to  the 
other  powers  vested  by  the  consti-  popular  excitement  in  the  state,  and 
tutionin  the  government  of  the  Uni-  the  effect  of  the  ordinance,  decla- 
•ted  States,  or  in  any  department  or  ring  the  execution  of  the  revenue 
office  thereof;"  and  also  to  provide  laws  unlawful,  a  sufficient  number 
ibr  calling  forth  the  militia  for  exe-  of    persons    in   whom   confidence 
cuting  the  laws  of  the  union.     In  might  be  placed,  could   not  be  in- 
all  cases  similar  to  the  present,  the  duced  to  accept  the  office  of  in- 
duties  of  the  government   become  spectors,  to  oppose,  with  any  proba- 
the  measure  of  its  powers;    and  bilityofsuccess,  the  force  which  will, 
whenever  it  fails  to  exert  a  power  no  doubt,  be  used  when  an  attempt 
necessary  and  proper  to  the  dis-  is  made  to  remove  vessels  and  car- 
charge  of  the  duty   prescribed  by  goes  from  the  custody  of  the  officers 
the  constitution,  it  violates  the  pub-  of  the  customs ;  and  indeed,  that  it 
lie  trust  not  less   than  it  would  in  would  be  impracticable  for  the  col- 
transcending  its  proper  limits.     To  lector,  with  the  aid  of  any  number 
refrain,   therefore,   from   the  high  of  inspectors  whom  he  may  be  an- 
and  solemn  duties  thus  enjoined,  thorized  to  employ,  to  preserve  the 
iiowever  painful  the  performance  custody  against  any  such  an  attempt, 
jnay  be,  and  thereby  tacitly  permit  The  removal  of  the  custom  house 
•the  rightful  authority  of  the  govern-  from  Charleston  to  castle  Pinckney, 
ment  to  be  contemned,  and  its  laws  was  deemed  a  measure  of  necessa- 
•obstructed  by  a  single  state,  would  ry  precaution  ;  and  though  the  au- 
neither  comport  with  its  own  safe-  thority  to  give  that  direction  is  not 
ty,  or  the  rights  of  the  great  body  questioned,  it  is  nevertheless  appa- 
of  the  American  people.  rent,  that  a  similar  precaution  can- 
It  l>eing  thus  shown  to  be  the  du-  not  be  observed  in   regard   to  the 
ty  of  the  executive  to  execute  the  ports  of  Georgetown  and  Beaufort, 
Jaws,  by  all   constitutional  means,  each  of  which,   under  the  present 
it  remains  to  consider  the  extent  of  laws,  remains  a  port  of  entry,   and 
those  already  at  his  disposal,  and  exposed  to  the  obstructions  medita- 
•what  it  may  be  proper  further  to  ted  in  that  quarter, 
provide.  In  considering  the  best  means  of 
In  the  instructions  of  the  secre-  avoiding  or  of  preventing  the  appre- 
tary  of  the  treasury  to  the  collec-  bended  obstruction  to  the  collection 
tors  in  South  Carolina,  the  provi-  of  the  revenue,  and  the  consequen- 
^]ODB  and  regulations  made  by  the  ces  which  may  ensue,  it  would  ap- 
act  of  1799,  and  also  the  fines,  pe-  pear  to  be  proper  and  necessary  to 
ncdties,  and  forfeitures  for  their  en-  enable  the  officers  of  the  customs  to 
fbrcement,  are  particularly  detailed  preserve  the  custody  of  vessels  and 
and  explained.     It  may  be  well  ap-  their  cargoes,  which,  by  the  exist- 
prehended,  however,  that  these  pro-  ing  laws  they  are  required  to  take, 
visions  may   prove   inadequate  to  until  the  duties  to  which  they  are 
gueei  such  an  .open,  powerful,  ox-  liable  shall  be  paid  or  secured.  The 
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mode  by  which  it  is  contemplated  force  a  re-delivery  of  the  thing  fay 

to  deprive  them  of  that  custody  is  attachment  or  any  other  summary 

the  process  of  replevin  and  that  of  process ;    that  the  question  under 

capias  ad  wUhemam,  in  the  nature  such  a  seizure,  whether  a  forfeiture 

of  a  distress  from  the  state  tribu-  has  been  actually  incurred,  belongs 

nals  organized  by  the  ordinance.  exclusively  to  the  couns  of  the  Uni- 

Against  the   proceeding  in   the  tedStates,  audit  depends  on  the  final 

nature  of  distress  it  is  not  perceived  decree  whether  the  seizure  is  to  be 

that  the  collector  can  interpose  any  deemed   rightful  or  tortuous ;  and 

resistance  whatever ;   and   against  that  not  until  the  seizure  be  finally 

the  process  of  replevin   authorized  judged  wrongful  and  without  proba- 

by  the  law  of  the  state,  he,  having  ble  cause  by  the  courts  of  theJlJnited 

no  common  law  power,  can  only  States,   can  the   party   proceed  at 

oppose  such  inspectors  as  he  is  by  common  law  for  damages  in  the 

statute  authorized,   and  may  find  it  state  courts, 
practicable,  to  employ ;  and  these.        But   by  making  it  "  unlawful  for 

from  the  information  already  ad.  any  of  the   constituted  authorities, 

verted  to,  are  shown  to  be  wholly  whether  of  the  United  States  or  of 

inadequate.  The  respect  which  that  the  state,  to  enforce  the  laws  for  the 

process  deserves  must  therefore  be  payment  of  duties,   and   declaring 

considered.  that  all  judicial  proceedings  which 

If  the  authorities  of  South  Caro-  shall  be  hereafler  had  in  affirmance 

iina  had  not  obstructed  the  legitimate  of  contracts   made  with  purpose  to 

action  of  the  courts  of  the  United  secure  the  duties  imposed  by  the 

States,  or  if  they  had  permitted  the  said  acts,  are  and  shall  be  held  ut- 

state  tribunals  to  administer  the  law  terly  null  and  void,"  she  has  in  efiect 

according  to  their  oath  under  the  abrogated    the    judicial     tribunals 

constitution,  and  the  regulations  of  within  her   limits  in  this   respect — 

the  laws  of  the  union,  the  general  has    virtually    denied   the    Uiuted 

government  might  have  been  con-  States  access  to  the  courts  establish- 

tent  to  ]ook  to  them  for  maintaining  ed  by  their  own  laws,  and  declared 

the  custody,   and  to  encounter  the  it  unlawful  for  the  judges  to  discharge 

other  inconveniencies  arising  out  of  those  duties  which  they  are  sworn 

the   recent  proceedings.     Even  in  to  perform.  Inlieuof  these,  she  has 

that  case,   however,  the  process  of  substituted  those  state  tribunals  al» 

replevin  from  the  courts  of  the  state  ready     adverted    to— the    judges 

would   be  irregular  and   unautho-  whereof  are  not  merely  forbidden  to 

rized.     It  has  been  decided  by  the  allow  an  appeal,  or  permit  a  copy 

supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  of  the  record,  but  are  previously 

that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  sworn  to  disregard  the  laws  of  the 

have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  union,   and   enforce  those  only  of 

seizures  made  on  land  or  water  for  South  Carolina ;  and,  thus  deprived 

a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  of  the  function  essential  to  the  judi- 

States ;  and  any  intervention  of  a  cial  character,  of  inquiring  into  the 

state  authority,  which,  by  taking  the  validity  of  the  law  and  the  right  of 

thing  seized  out  of  the  hands  of  the  the  matter,  become  merely  ministe- 

United  States  ofiicer,  might  obstruct  rial  instruments  in  aid  of  the  con- 

the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction,  is  certed  obstruction  of  the  laws  of  the 

unlawful:    that  in  such   case  the  union. 

court  of  the   United  States  having        Neither  the  process  nor  authority 

.cognizance  of  the  seizure,  may  en-  of  these  tribunals,  thus  constituted, 
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can  be  respected  consistently  with  cial  process,  is  in  its  character  for. 

the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  or  the  cihie,  and  analogous  to  that  confer- 

rights  and  security  of  the  citizen.  If  red  upon  the  marshals  by  the  act  of 

they  be  submitted  to,  <he  protection  1795.    It  is,  in  fact,  the  embodying 

due  from  the  government  to  its  ofH-  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  population 

eers   and  citizens  is  withheld,  and  under  the  command  of  a  single  indi- 

therc  is  at  once  an  end,  not  only  to  vidual,  to  accomplish  by  their  forcible 

the  laws,  but  to  the  union  itself.  aid,  what  could  not  be  effected  peace- 

Against  such  a  jfbrce  as  the  she-  ably,  and  by  the  ordinary  means, 
riff  may,  and  which,  by  the  replevin  It  may  properly  be  said  to  be  a 
act  of  South  Carolina,  it  is  his  duty  relict  of  those  ages  in  which  the  laws 
to  exercise,  it  cannot  be  expected  could  be  defended  rather  by  physi- 
that  a  collector  will  retain  his  cus-  cal  than  moral  force,  cmd,  in  its  ori- 
tody  with  the  aid  of  the  inspectors,  gin,  was  conferred  upon  the  sherifis 
In  such  case,  it  is  true,  it  would  be  of  England,  to  enable  them  to  defend 
competent  to  institute  suits  in  the  their  country  against  any  of  the 
United  States  courts,  against  those  king's  enemies,  when  they  come 
engaged  in  the  unlawful  proceeding;  into  the  land,  as  well  as  for  the  pur- 
or  the  property  might  be  seized  for  a  pose  of  executing  process.  In  early 
violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  and  less  civilized  times,  it  was  in- 
being  libelled  in  the  proper  courts,  an  tended  to  include  "  the  aid  and  at- 
order  might  be  made  for  its  re-de-  tendance  of  all  knights  and  others 
livery,  which  would  be  committed  to  who  were  bound  to  have  harness." 
the  marshal  for  execution.  But  in  It  includes,  the  right  of  going  with 
that  case,  the  4th  section  of  the  act,  arms  and  equipments,  and  embraces 
in  broad  and  unqualified  terms,  larger  classes  and  greater  masses 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  <*  to  of  population  than  can  be  compelled 
prevent  such  re-capture  or  seizure,  by  the  laws  of  most  of  the  states,  to> 
or  to  re-deliver  the  goods,  as  the  perform  militia  duty.  If  the  prin- 
case  may  be,"  even  under  any  pro-  ciples  of  the  common  law  are  rscog- 
cess,  order,  or  decrees,  or  other  pre-  nised  in  South  Carolina,  (and  from 
text,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  this  act  it  would  seem  they  are,)  the 
meaningofthe  ordinance  aforesaid."  powers  of  summoning  the  posse 
It  IS  thus  made  the  duty  of  the  she-  comitatus  will  compel,  under  the 
riff,  to  oppose  the  process  of  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment*, 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  every  man,  over  the  age  of  fifteen* 
that  purpose,  if  meed  be,  to  employ  and  able  to  travel,  to  turn  out  at  the 
the  whole  power  of  the  country;  and  call  of  the  sheriff,  and  with  such 
the  act  expressly  reserves  to  him  all  weapons  as  shall  be  necessary ;  and 
power,  which,  independently  of  its  it  may  justify  beating,  and  even  kill- 
provisions  he  could  have  used.  In  ing  such  as  may  resist.  The  use 
thi^  reservation  it  obviously  contem-  of  the  posse  comitatus  is  therefore  a 
plates  a  resort  to  other  means  than  direct  application  of  force,  and  can* 
those  particularly  mentioned.  not  be  otherwise   regard^,  than  as 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  the  the  employment  of  the  whole  militia 

power  which  it  is  thus  enjoined  upon  force  of  the  county,  and  in  an  equally 

the  sheriff  to  employ,  is  nothing  less  efficient    form,    under  a  different 

than  the  posse  comitatus,  in  all  the  name.     No   proceeding  which  re- 

rigour  of  the  ancient  common  law.  sorts  to  this  power,  to  the  extent 

This  power,  though  it  may  be  used  contemplated   by  the   act,  can   be 

against  unlawful   resistance  to  judi-  properly  demominated  peaceable. 
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The  act  of  South  Carolina,  how-  the  provisicHifi  of  the  acts  of  Soutb 

ever,  does  not  rely  altogether  upon  Carolina,  the  execution  of  the  laws 

this   forcible  remedy.      For  even  is    rendered    impracticable,    even 

attempting    to    resist  or  disobey,  through  the  ordinary  judicial   tn'« 

though  by  the  aid  only  of  the  ordi-  bunals  of  the  United  States.    There 

nary  officers  of  the  customs,  the  would  certainly   be  fewer  difficult 

process  of  replevin,  the   collector  ties,  and  less  opportunity  of  actual 

and  all  concerned  are  subject  to  a  collision  between  the  officers  of  the 
further  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  United  States  and  of  the  state,  and 

a  distress  of  their  personal  effects,  the  collection  of  the  revenue  would 

and  are  moreover  made  guilty  of  a  be  more  effectually  secured — ^if  in- 

misdemeanour,  and  liable  to  be  pun-  deed  it  can  be  done  in  any  other 

ished  by  fine  of  not  less   than  one  way — by  placing  the  custom  house 

thousand  dollars,  nor  more  than  five  beyond  the  immediate  power  of  the 

thousand,  and  to  imprisonment  not  county. 

exceeding  two  years,  nor  less   than  For  this  purpose  it  might  be  pro* 

six  months  ;  and  for  even  attempt-  per  to  provide,  that  whenever,  by 

ing  to  execute   the  orders   of  the  any  unlawful  combination   or  ob- 

court  for  retaking  the  property,  the  st ruction,  in  any  state,  or  in  any 

marshal  and  all  assisting  would  be  port,  it  should  become  impraotica* 

guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and   so  ble   faithfully  to  collect  the  duties^ 

liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  the  president  of  the  United  States 

three  thousand  dollars,  and  to  im-  should  be  authorized  to  alter  and 

prisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  abolish  such   of  the  districts  and 

nor  less  than  one  ;  and  in  case  the  ports  of  entries  as  should  be  neces- 

goods  should  be  retaken  under  such  sary,  and  to  establish  the  custom 

process,  it    is   made  the  absolute  house  at  some  secure  place  within 

duty    of    the    sheriflT  to    retake  the  same  port  or  harbour  of  such 

them.  state ;  and  in  such  cases,  it  should 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  in  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  re- 
the  face  of  these  penalties,  aided  side  at  such  place,  and  to  detain  all 
by  the  powerful  force  of  the  coun-  vessels  and  cargoes,  until  the  duties 
ty  which  would  doubtless  be  brought  imposed  by  law  be  properly  se- 
to  sustain  the  state  officers,  either  cured,  or  paid  in  cash,  deducting 
that  the  collector  could  retain  the  interest;  that  in  such  cases  it  should 
custody  in  the  first  instance,  or  that  be  unlawful  to  take  the  vessel  and 
the  marshals  could  summons  suf.  cargo  from  the  custody  of  the  pro- 
ficient aid  to  retake  the  property,  per  officer  of  the  customs,  unless 
pursuant  to  the  order  or  other  pro-  by  process  from  the  ordinary  judi- 
cess  of  the  court.  dicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States ; 

It  is  moreover  obvious,   that  in  and  that  incase  of  an  attempt  other- 

this  conflict  between  the  powers  of  wise  to  take  the  property  by  a  force 

the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  of- 

the  state,  (unless  the  latter  be  pas-  ficers  of  the  customs,  it  should  be 

si  vely  submitted  to,)  the  destruction  lawful  to  protect  the  possession  of 

to  which  the  property  of  the  offi-  the  officers  by  the  employment  of 

cers  of  the  customs  would  be  ex-  the  land  and  naval   forces  and  the 

posed,  the  commission  of    actual  militia,  under  provisions  similar  to 

violence,  and  the  loss  of  lives,  would  those  authorized  by  the  11th  sec- 

be  scarcely  avoidable.  tion  of  the  act  of  the  19th  Janua- 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  ry,  1809. 
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^his  ^o vision,  however,  wAl  not  dress  mjiy  be  sought  in  the   courls 

shield  the  officers  and  citizens  -  of  tho  of  the  United  States. 
"Unitsd  States,    acting    under   the        It  may  be  expedient^  also,  by  mo- 

laws  fVom  suits  and  prosecutions  in  difyingthe  resolution  -of  <tbe  3d  of 

the  tribunals  of  the  state,   which  March,  1791,  to  authorize  the  mar- 

^'ight  thereafler  be  brought  against  ^hals  to  make  th«  necessary  provir 

them,  nor  weuld  it  protect  their  sion  for  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners 

^property  from  the  .proceeding  l^  committed  under  ^he  authority  of 

•distress ;  and  it  mtxy  well  be  ap-  Ihe  Uni^d  States. 
4)rehended  that  it   would  be  inefn-       'Provisions  less  than   these^  'Con- 

"cient  to  insure  a  proper   respect  to  'sisting,-as  they  do  for^he  most  part, 

^he  process    of  the  constitutional  rather  of  a  revival  of  the  policy  of 

•tribunals  in  prosecutions  for  offences  ibrmer  acts  called  for  i^y  the«xist- 

•against  the   United  States,   and  to  ing  emergency,  than  of  the  iiltro- 

,protect  the  authorities  of  tlie  United  duction  of  any  unusual  or  dgorous 

States,  whether  judicial  or  midsta-  enactments,   would  not  cause  tho 

%-ial,  in  the  performance  of  their  du-  laws  of  the  union  to  be  property  re. 

^y.     It  would,  moreover,  be  inade-  apected  and  enforced.  It  is  bdieved 

•quale  to  extend  the  protection  due  these  would  prove  adequate,  unless 

irom  the  government,  to  that  por-  the  military  forces  ;of  the  ^UlXg  of 

'tion  of  the  people  of  South   Caroli-  South  Carolina  authorized  by  the 

na,  against  outrage  and  oppression  act  of  the  legislature,  should  be  ac* 

of  any  kind,   who   may  jnanifest  tually  embodied   and  called  out  in 

'•(heir  attachment,    and    yield   obe-  aid  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the 

idiencc  to  the  laws -of  the  union.  provisions  of  the  ordinance  ^ooeral- 

It  may  therefore  be  desirable  to  ri3-  ly.     Even  in  that  case,  however, 

"vive,  with  some  modifications  better  it  is  believed  that  no  more  will  be 

adapted  to  the   occasion,   the  6th  necessary  titan  a  few  nnodifications 

.^cction  of  the   act  of  3d  March,  of  its  terms  to  adapt  the  act  of  1795 
1815,  Which  expired  on  the  4th  of  to  the  present  emergency;    as  Uy 

March*   1817,     by  the    limitation  that  act  the  provisions  of  the  law  c^ 

•of  that  of    27th  of  April,  1816,  1792  were  accommodated  to  the 

-and  to  provide   that  in  any  case  crisis  then  existing :  and  by  confer* 

vhere  suit  shall  be  brouglit  against  ring  authority   upon  the  president 

any  individual  in  the  courts  of  tlic  to  give  it  oporation  daiiag  the  »&^ 

^tate.  Tor  any   act  done  "Under  the  sionof  congr€Sd,  «nd  without  th^ 

laws  of  the  United  States,  he  should  'ceremony  of  a  proclamation,  wheih. 

he  authorized  to  remove  the  said  ever  it  -shall    be  officially    made 

xcause  by  petition  into  the  circuit  known  to  him  by  the  authority  of 

•court -of  the  United  States,  without  any  state,  or  by  the  courts  of  the 

^ny  copy  of  the  record,   and  that  Unhed  States,  that  within  the  limits 

%hat  court  should   proceed  to  hear  of  such  state  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 

En4  determine  the  same  as  if  it  had  t^d  States  will  b^  opei^y  opposed, 

been  ojNgiaally   instituted  therein '^  and  thieir  execution  obstructed,  1)y 

and  that  m  eU  cases  of  iirjuries  to  the  actual  employment  of  military 

the  persons  or  property  of  individu-  £»:ce,  or  by  tmy  unlawful  means 

•als  acting  under  the  laws  of  the  whatsoever,  too  great  to  be  other* 

United  States  for  disobedience  to  wise  overcome, 
the  ordinance  and  laws  of  South        In  closing  this  communication  t 

Carolina  in  performance  thereof,  re«  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feeK 

R 
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ized  to   require  the  assistance  of 

ABTIGLB  VII.                   .  the  local  authorities,  for  the  search. 

It  IS  expressly  understood  that  arrest,  detention,  and  imprisonment 

the  preceding  articles  ii,  ni,  nr,  v,  of  the  deserters  from  the  ships  of 

and  vi,  ^all  not  be  applicable  to  war  and  merchant  vessels  of  their 

the  coastwise  navigation  of  either  country.     For  this   purpose,  they 

of  the  two  countries,  which  each  shall  apply  to  the  competent  tribu. 

of    the    high  contracting    parties  nals,  judges,  and  officers,  and  shali, 

reserves  exclusively  to  itself*  in  writing,  demand  said  deserters, 

proving  by  the  exhibition  of  the 

ARTiCLB  vm.  registers  of  the  vessels,  the  rolls  of 

The    two     contracting    parties  the  crews,  or  by  other  official  docu- 

shall  have  the  liberty  of  having  in  ments,  that  such  individuals  formed 

their  respective  ports,  consuls,  vice  part  of  the  crews ,-   and  this  recla- 

consulsy  agents,  and  commissaries,  mation  being    thus   substantiated, 

of  their  own  appointment,  who  shall  the  surrender   shall  not  be  refli- 

enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  pow-  sed. 

ers  as  those  of  the  most  favoured  Such  deserters,  when  arrested, 

nations;  but  if  any  such  consuls  shall  be  placed  at   the  disposal  of 

shall  exercise  commerce,  they  shall  the  said  consuls,  vice  consuls,  or 

be  submitted  to  the  same  laws  and  commercial  agents,   and  may  be 

usages  to  which  the  private  indi-  confiDed  in  tlie  public  prisons,  at 

viduals  of  their  nation  are  submit-  the  request  and  cost  of  those  who 

ted,  in  the  same  place.  shall  claim  them,  in  order  to  be  de- 

The  consuls,  vice  consuls,  and  tained  until  the  time  when  they 
commercial  agents,  shall  have  the  shall  be  restored  to  the  vessels  to 
right  as  such,  to  sit  as  judges  and  which  they  belonged,  or  sent  back 
arbitrators  in  such  differences  as  to  their  own  country  by  a  vessel 
may  arise  between  the  captains  and  of  the  same  nation,  or  any  other 
crews  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  vessel  whatsoever.  But  if  not  sent 
the  nation  whose  interests  are  com-  back  within  four  months  from  the 
mitted  to  their  charge,  without  the  day  of  their  arrest,  they  shall  be 
interference  of  the  local  authori-  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  not  be 
ties,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  crews,  again  arrested  for  the  same  cause, 
or  of  the  captain,  should  disturb  the  However,  if  the  deserter  should 
order  or  the  tranquility  of  the  coun-  he  found  to  have  committed  any 
try,  or  the  said  consuls,  vice  con-  crime  or  offence,  his  surrender  may 
suls,  or  commercial  agents  should  be  delayed  until  the  tribunal  before 
require  their  assistance  to  cause  which  his  case  shall  be  depending 
their  decisions  to  be  carried  into  shall  have  pronounced  its  sentence, 
effect  or  supported.  It  is,  however,  and  such  sentence  shall  have  been 
understood  that  this  species  of  judg.  carried  into  effect. 
ment  or  arbitration  shall  not  de- 
prive the  contending  parties  of  the  asticlb  x. 
right  they  have  to  resort,  on  their  The  citizens  and  subjects  of  each 
return,  to  the  judicial  authority  of  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
their  country.  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  their 

personal  goods  within  the  jurisdic 

ABTICLB  IX.  tion  of  the  other,  by  testament,  do- 

The  said  consuls,  vice  consuls,  nation,  or  otherwise,  and  their  repre- 

and  commercial  agents,  are  author-  sentatives,  being  citizens  or  subjects 
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of  the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to  jjiticlx  zi. 
their  said  personal  goods,  whether  If  either  party  shall,  hereafter, 
by  testament  or  ab  intestato^  and  grant  to  any  other  nation  any  par- 
may  take  possession  thereof,  either  ticular  favour  in  navigation  or  corn- 
by  themselves,  or  by  others  acting  merce,  it  shall,  immediately,  be- 
for  them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  come  common  to  the  other  party, 
at  will,  paying  to  the  profit  of  the  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted  to 
respective  governments  such  dues  such  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the 
only  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun-  same  compensation,  when  the  grant 
try  wherein  the  said  goods  are,  shall  j^  conditional- 
be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases.   And 

in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  repre-  artislb  zii. 

sentative,  such  care  shall  be  taken  The  present  treaty,  of  which  the 

of  the  said  goods  as  would  be  taken  effect  shall  extend,  in  like  manner, 

of  the  goods  of  a  native  of  the  same  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland  so  far  as 

country  in  like  case,  until  the  lawfiil  the  same  may  be  applicable  thereto^ 

owner  may  take  measures  for  re-  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  first 

ceiving  them.     And  if  a  question  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 

should  arise  among  several  claim-  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

ants  aa  to  which  of  them  said  gpods  and  thirty-nine;   and  if,  one  year 

belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided,  before  that  day,  one  of  the  high 

finally,  by  the  laws  and  judges  of  contracting  parties,  shall  not  have 

the  land  wherein  the  said  goodcLare.  announced  to  the  other,  by  an  official 

And  where,  on  the  death  of  any  per-  notification,  its  intention  to  arrest 

son  holding  real  estate,  within  the  the  operation  thereof,  this  treaty 

territories  of  one  of  the  high  con-  shall  remain  obh'gatory  one  year 

tracting  parties,  such  real  estate  beyond  that  day,  and  so  on,  until 

would,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  de-  the  expiration  of  the  year  which 

scend  on  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  shall  commence  after  the  date  of  a 

other  party,  who,  by  reason  of  alien-  ^milar  notification, 
age,  may  be  incapable  of  holding  it, 

he  shall  be  allowed  the  time  fixed  by  abticlb  xm. 

the  laws  of  the  country,  and  in  case  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ap« 

the  laws  of  the  country  actually  in  proved  and  ratified  by  the  President 

force  may  not  have  fixed  any  such  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by 

time,  he  shall  then  be  allowed  a  rea-  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 

sonable  time  to  sell  sUch  real  estate  the  Senate  of  the  said  States,  and  by 

and  to  withdraw  and  export  the  pro-  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the 

ceeds  without  molestation,  and  with-  Russias,  and  the  ratifications  shall 

out  paying  to  the  profit  of  Uie  re-  be  exchanged  in  the  city  of  Wash- 

spective  Governments  anyother  dues  ington  within  the  apace  of  one  year, 

than  those  to  which  the  inhabitants  or  sooner  if  possible, 

of  the  country  wherein  said  real  In  faith   whereof,  the  respective 

estate  is  situated  shall  be  subject  to  plenipotentiaries    have  signed  the 

pay  in  like  cases.     But  this  article  present  treaty,  in  duplicate,  and  a^ 

shall  not  derogate,  in  any  manner,  fixed  thereto  the  seal  of  their  arms, 

from  the  force  of  the  laws  already  Done  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  ^th 

published,  or  which  may  hereafter  December,  in  the  year  of  Grace  one 

be  published,  by  his  Majesty  the  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  to  pre-  two.         James  Buchanin.  [l.  s.] 

vent  the  emigration  of  his  subjects.  Csablbs  Coxti  db  Nbsselbodb. 

[l.  s.] 
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SEPARATE  AEtiCLB.  fend  by  the  other  to  that  of  the  G  nuid 

Certain  relations  of  proximity,  Dudiy  of  Finland,  shall  not,  in  any 

:and  anterior  engagenienU,  having  case,  be  invoked  in  favour  of  the  re- 

rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Impe-  lations  of  comnierce  and  navigation* 

rial    Government  to   regulate  the  sanctioned  between  the  two   high 

commercial  relations  of  Russia  with  contracting  parties  by  .the  present 

Prussia,  and  the  kingdoms  of  Swe-  treaty,                                   • 

den  and  Norway,  by  special  stipu-  The  present  separate  article  shall 

lations,   now  actually  in  force,  and  i^ave  the  same  force  and  value  as  if 

which  may  be  renewed  hereafter ;  it  Were  inserted,  word  for  word,  in 

which  stipulations  are,  in  no  man-  the  treaty  signed  tlus  day,  and  shall 

ner,  connected  with  the  existing  re-  be  ratified  at  the  same  time, 

^ulations  for  foreign  commerce  in  la  Kuth  whereof,  we  the  under- 

ceneral ;  the  two  high  contracting  signed,  by  virtue  of  our  respective 

parties,    wishing  to   remove   from  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 

their  commercial    relations    every  separate  article,  and  affixed  thereto 

kind  of  ambiguity  or  subject  of  dis-  the  seals  of  our  arms, 

cussion,  have   agreed  that  the  spe-  I^ne    at    St.    Petersburg,    the 

cial  stipulations  granted  to  the  com-  Te^h  of  December,   in  the  year  of 

fnerce  of  Prussia,  and  of  Sweden  Grace  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  Norway,  in   consideration  of  and  thirty-two. 

«quivalent  advantages   granted   in  James  Buchanah.  [l.  s.] 

these  countries,  by  the  one  to  tho  Chajiles  Comte  jde  Nessblrodb. 

commerce  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  [!••  s.] 


' 


COBEESPONDENCE  EELATINO  TO  THE  CLAIMS  OF  CITIZENS  OP  THE  UNITBZ^ 

STATES  ON  FEANCE. 

Ejiruclsfrom  the  Gtneral  Instructions  of  John  Qyincy  Adams,  Secre» 
tary  rf  State  of  the  United  States^  to  James  Brown,  dated  at  Wash' 
ington,  2Sd  Decemler^  1823. 


«*  The  subjects  of  Immediate  cent. 
t^ern  in  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  whi^h 
will  require  your  attention,  are, 

<<  1»  The  claims  of  many  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  French 
^yernment  lor  indemnity^ 

<<  2.  The  pretension  raised  by 
the  French  government  to  spe- 
cial and  exclusive  privileges  in  the 
|)orts  of  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  the 
8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  cession 

convention,  6(C.  &c.  ^. 

m         m         41         *         * 

<*  All  these  subjects,  except  the 


last,  [the  turning  aWay  of  the  Con* 
gress  frigate  from  Cadiz,]  have 
been  disrussed  between  the  two  go- 
vernmtents  during  the  missions  of 
your  predecessors ;  most  of  them 
so  Rilly,  that  a  renewal  of  the  dis- 
cussion  can  scai'cely  be  expected 
to  adduce  any  novelty  of  argument 
or  of  illustration.  All  the  corres- 
pondence concerning  theAi  will  be 
before  you,  and  you  will,  immediate- 
ly afler  your  reception,  earnest- 
ly  call  the  attention  of  the  French 
government  to  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  for  indemnity. 
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<*  Yoa  willy  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
plicitly make  known  that  this  go« 
▼emment  camiot  consent  to  con- 
nect this  discussion  with  that  of  the 
pretensioa  raised  by  France  on  the 
ooDstnictioQ  given  by  her  to 'the 
8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  cession 
treaty.  The  difference  in  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  two  inte- 
vests  is  such,  that  they  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  blended  together.  The 
claims  are  for  reparation  to  indivi- 
duals  for  their  property  taken  from 
them  by  maniifest  and  undisputed 
wfong.  The  question  upon  the 
Louisiana  treaty  is  a  question  of 
fighi  upon  the  meaning  of  a  con- 
tract.    It  has  been  fully,  deliberate- 


ly,  and  thoroughly  investigated) 
and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  are  under  the  entire  and  so- 
lemn conviction,  that  the  pretension 
of  France  is  utterly  unfounded. 
We  are,  nevertheless,  willing  to  re- 
sume the  discussion,  if  desired  by 
Prance  ;  hut  to  refuse  justice  to  in- 
dividuals, unless  the  ynited  States 
will  accede  to  the  construction  of 
an  article  in  a  treaty,  contrary  to 
what  they  believe  to  be  its  real 
meaning,  would  be  not  only  incoin. 
patible  with  the  principles  of  equity, 
but  submitting  to  a  species  of  com- . 
pulsion  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
the  nation, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Brown. 


Departmeiit  of  State, 

Wairiiingtop,  14th  Aug.,  1894- 

(in. 

I  HAYB  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving your  despatches  to  No  4, 
inclusive,  dated  28th  May,  with  their 
enclosures* 

The  subject  which  has  first  claim- 
ed the  attention  of  the  president,  has 
been  the  result  of  your  correspon- 
dence with  Viscount  de  Chateaubri- 
and  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  nu- 
Iperous  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  justice  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
report  of  the  cqmmittee  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives  upon  several  petitions  ad- 
dressed to  that  body  at  their  last 
session  by  ^me  of  those  claimants, 
and  of  a  resolution  of  the  house 
udopted  thereupon. 

The  president  has  deliberately 
considered  the  purport  of  Mr.   de 
Chateaubriand^    answer  to   your 
S 


note  of  the  28th  April  upon  this 
subject ;  and  he  desires  that  you 
would  renew,  with  earnestness,  the 
application  for  indemnity  to  our  citi- 
zens for  claims  notoriously  just,  and 
resting  upon  the  same  principle 
with  others  which  have  been  admit- 
ted and  adjusted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  France. 

In  the  note  of  Viscount  (le  Cha- 
teaubriand to  you,  of  7th  May,  it  is 
said  that  he  is  authorized  to  declare 
a  negotiation  will  be  opened  with 
you  upon  the  American  claims  if 
this  negotiation  should  also  include 
French  claims,  and  particularly  the 
arrangements  to  be  concluded 
concerning  the  execution  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty. 

You  are  authorized,  in  reply,  to 
declare  that  any  just  claims  which 
subjects  of  France  may  have  upon 
the  government  of  the  United  States 
will  readily  be  included  in  the  ne- 
gotiation, and  to  stipulate  any  suit, 
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able  provision  for  the  examlDation, 
adjustment,  and  satisfaction  of  them. 

But  the  question  relating  to  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
is  not  only  of  a  different  character — 
it  cannot  be  blended  with  that  of 
indemity  for  individual  claims,  with- 
out a  sacrifice,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  tlie  principle  of 
right.  The  negotiation  for  indem- 
nity presupposes  that  wrong  has 
been  done  ;  that  indemnity  ought  to 
be  made ;  and  the  object  of  any 
treaty  stipulation  concerning  it,  can 
only  be  to  ascertain  what  is  justly 
due,  and  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  it.  By  consenting  to 
connect  with  such  a  negotiation  that 
relating  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  convention,  the  United 
States  would  abandon  the  principle 
upon  which  the  whole  discussion 
concerning  it  depends.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  parties  to  the  negotiation 
would  be  unequal.  The  United 
States,  asking  reparation  for  ad- 
mitted wrong,  are  told  that  France 
will  not  discuss  it  with  them  unless 
they  will  first  renounce  their  own 
sense  of  right,  to  admit  and  discuss 
with  it  a  claim,  the  juslice  of  which 
they  have  constantly  denied. 

The  government  of  the  United 
States  is  prepared  to  renew  the  dis- 
cussion with  that  of  France,  rela- 
ting  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  in  any  manner 
which  may  be  desired,  and  by 
which  they  shall  not  be  understood 


to  admit  that  France  has  any.  cfaim 
under  it  whatever. 

A  change  having  taken  place  ia 
the  French  department  of  foreign 
affairs,  it  is  hoped  that  a  new  appli- 
cation in  behalf  of  the  claims  will 
be  more  successful  than  those  which 
have  hitherto  been  urged  in  vain. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  ofler 
to  discuss  further  the  Louisiana 
treaty  question  before  entering  upon 
the  negotiation  for  the  claims ;  but 
you  will  not  fail  to  press  seriously 
upon  the  French  government,  that, 
aa  the  United  States  cannot  see  in 
the  result  of  the  discussion  hitherto, 
any  just  claim  of  France  arising 
from  the  article  of  the  treaty,  so,  in 
the  persevering  refusal  of  France 
to  discuss  and  adjust  the  well-found- 
ed claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes  to  indemnity  for  wrongs, 
unless  ill  connexion  with  one  which 
they  are  satisfied  is  unfounded,  the 
United  States  could  ultimately  per- 
ceive only  a  determination  of  France 
to  deny  justice  to  the  claimants  al- 
together. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  a  co- 
py of  which  is  enclosed,  you  will 
discern  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a 
positive  and  ultimate  answer,  in 
season  to  be  communicated  to  con- 
gress at  an  early  period  of  their 
next  session. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  6ic.  &c» 

JOQN  QUINCY  AdXMS. 

James  Broum,  Esq,,  ^c,  ^c^ 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr,  Brown. 


Department  of  State, 
Washington,  28th  May,  1837. 
James  Brown,  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France- 

Sir, 
I  TRANSMIT  herewith,  a  report 


from  this  deparknent  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  made  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  house,  containing 
a  schedule  of  claims  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  on  foreign  govern- 
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meats,  arising  out  of  spoliations  be,  it  will  preserve  to  the  last,  until 
<sommitted  on  our  commerce  during  indemnity  be  obtained, 
the  wars  of  the  French  revolution.  The  schedule  was  referred,  by 
The  schedule  is  as  comprehensive  the  house  of  representatives,  to 
as  the  materials  in  the  possession  of  its  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
the  department  would  admit :  but  it  which,  on  the  23d  of  February  last, 
is  not  to  be  taken  as  by  any  means  made  a  report,  of  which  a  copy  is 
exhibiting  the  full  amount  of  the  herewith  transmitted.  The  com- 
just  claims  of  our  citizens.  The  mittee  conclude  their  report  by  ob- 
common  casudties  incident  to  hu-  serving  that  the  confidence  which 
man  nature,  have  probably  prevent-  they  entertain  "  that  the  measures 
ed  the  transmission  to  the  depart-  within  the  competence  of  the  exe- 
ment  of  many  claims.  Some  did  not  cutive  will  eventually  prove  success- 
^eome  in  until  afler  the  expiration  of  ful,  is  measured  by  the  reliance 
the  period  fixed  in  the  resolution  of  which  is  felt  in  the  justice  and  honour 
the  house  of  representatives  for  of  foreign  governments.  Till  those 
their  being  forwarded  to  the  depart-  measures  shall  have  been  exhausted 
ment,  and  others  wore  received  sub-  and  found  inadequate,  the  time  will 
sequendy  to  the  presentation  of  the  not  have  arrived  for  legislative  in- 
schedule  to  the  house.  The  claims  terference."  It  is  the  expectation 
which  are  excluded  'otight  not  to  be  of  the  claimants,  of  congress,  and  of 
Considered  as  affected  in  the  least  de-  the  country,  that  a  renewed  appeal 
gree  by  their  omission.  The  design  shall  be  made,  through  the  execu- 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  tive,  to  the  justice  of  France.  The 
requiring  a  statement  of  the  amount  committee  properly  remark  in  their 
of  claims  upon  foreign  governments,  report,  that  ''justice  could  not,  per- 
was  to  obtain  a  general  and  proxi-  haps,  with  propriety  be  enforced 
mate  view  of  their  extent,  without  from  other  powers  before,  nor  dis- 
any  purpose  of  impairing  the  valid-  pensed  with  afler,  it  shall  have  been 
ity  of  those  which,  from  whatever  done  to  our  citizens  by  this  power- 
cause,  should  not  be  forwarded.  ful,  prosperous,  and  magnanimous 
Although,  for  the  reasons  just  state,  of  whose  elevated  and  liberal 
mentioned,  the  schedule  ought  to  be  policy  the  people  of  the  United  States 
received  as  an  imperfect  exhibit  of  have  had  too  many  proofs  to  fear  a 
the  total  number  and  amount  of  the  final  difference  of  sentiment  on  this 
claims  which  it  was  intended  to  in-  subject."  It  should  be  added  that 
elude,  the  aggregate  sum  which  it,  France  may  be  properly  considered 
in  fact,  presents  is  sufficient  to  enlist  as  the  parent  source  of  aU  the  wrongs 
the  best  exertions  of  the  government  inflicted  by  the  continental  powers 
to  procure  for  the  claimants  the  in-  during  the  revolutionary  wars,  on 
demnity  to  which  they  are  justly  the  commerce  of  the  United  States ; 
entitled.  Whether  we  regard  the  and  both  for  that  reason,  and  on  ac- 
enormity  of  the  agressions  out  of  count  of  the  greater  magnitude  of 
which  those  claims  spring,  the  nu-  the  claims  upon  France,  which,  ac- 
merous  persons  interested  in  the  cording  to  the  schedule,  is  nearly 
liquidation  of  them,  or  the  vast  double  the  amount  of  those  upon  all 
amount  at  issue,  the  government  of  the  other  continental  governments 
the  United  States  can  never  be  in-  together,  there  is  an  evident  fitness 
different  to  their  satisfactory  adjust-  in  that  nation's  taking  the  lead  in 
ment;  and  however  unpromising  equitable  reparations,  which  took 
appearances  may,  from  time  to  time  the  lead  in  the  original  agression^ 
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it  is,  therefore,  the  president's  ced  <*thathehad  concluded  not  io 

wish  that  you  should  again  bring  give  a  written  answer  to  the  note  of 

the  subject  of  the  American  claims  the  9th  of  November."    The  pre- 

to  the  view  of  the  French  govern,  text  for  this  alteration  in  the  Duke's 

mebt,  and  demand  that  satisfaction  determination,  was  stated  to  be  thtt 

which  has  been  sd  long  unjustly  unexpeiftted  atnount  of  claims  against 

withheld.     In  executing  this  duly,  France  which  were  brought  forward 

it  may  not  be  unprofitable  that  you  by   European   powers.      He  8aid» 

should   present  to  its  notice  a  brief  **  that,  whilst  unable  to  face  the  Qli& 

review  of  the  treatment  which  has  gagcments  which  superior  fbitoe  had 

been  given,  by  the  present  govern,  imposed  on  them,  it  was  utterly  im- 

ment,  sinCe  thid  final  overthrow  of  possible  for  his  Majesty's  goverm 

Napoleon,  to  similar  demands  when  ment  to  contract   voluntarily  new 

urged   by  your    predecessor    and  obligations.    They  were  not  willing 

yourself.     In  the  exhibition  of  such  to  rejctit,  absolutely  and  difinitiyely, 

a  review,  you  will  remind  that  gov.  our  reclamations  in  toto :  they  tould 

ernment  that,  as  early  as  the  0th  not,  at  this  ime^  admit  them.   What 

November,     1816,     Mr.    Gallatin  he  had  now  verbally  communicated 

transmitted  a  note  to  the  Duke  de  couldnot,  for  many  reasons,  become 

Richelieu,  the  t^reniSh  secretary  of  the  ground  of  an  bfiicial  answer  td 

state  for  the  department  of  foreign  my  note.     He  had,  therefore,  oan- 

afiairs,  in  which  he  made  a  general  eluded  that  a  silent  postponemaU  of 

statement  of  the  claims  of  our  citi-  the  subject  was  the  least  bbjectidll^ 

zens  arising  under  various  illegal  able  course,  since,  having  now  made 

acts  of  the  French  government,  and  our  demand  for  indemnity  in  an  offi^ 

demanded    the    indemnity  due  on  cial  manner,  the  question  would  be 

their  account.     Having  received  no  left  entire  for  discussion  at  some 

answer  to  that  note,  on  the  26th  Do-  more  favourable  time,  after  Prance 

cember  following,  Mr.  Gallatin  re.  Was  in  some  decree  disentangled 

quested  an  interview  for  the  purpose  from  her  present  oifiiculties."    Mr. 

of  communicating  to  this  govern.  Gallatin  states,  in  a  despatch  under 

knent  the  result  of  his  application,  date  the  12th  of  July,  1817,  narra- 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1817,  the  ting  the  substance  of  a  conversation 

Duke  appointed  the  20th  of  the  same  recently  held  with  the  same  French 

tnonth   for  the  interview,  at  which  minister,  that  the  Duke  said  **  that 

Mr.  Gallatin   reports  him  to  have  he  Wished  it  be  Nearly  underatood 

said,  in  answer  to  the  basis  which  that  the  postponenoent  of  our  claims 

he  had  proposed  in  his  note  of  the  for  spoliations  was  not  a  rejection  | 

dth  of  November,   <<  that  his   (the  that  a  portion  of  them  was  consider- 

Duke's)  offer  would  fall  very  short  ed  as  founded  in  justice;   that  hd 

of  our  demand;  that  he  would  not  was  not  authorised  to  commit  his 

go  beyond  an  indemnity  for  vessels  majesty's  government  by  any  pook 

burnt  at  sea>  and  for  those,  the  pro-  tive  promise ;  but  thai  it  was  their 

ceeds  of  whrt^h  had  been  only  se-  intention  to  make  an  arrangmnent 

-  questered  and  deposited  in  the  Caisse  for  the  discharge  of  our  just  demands 

d' Amortissen^ent,"   He  added  ^  that  as  soon  as  they  were  extricated  from 

he  would  make  his  propbsal  in  Wri.  their  present  embarrassments."    In 

ting,  and  that  thid  would  not  be  at-  April,  1818,  When  communicating  to 

tended  with  much  delay."     On  the  the  legislative  chambers  of  France 

13th  April,  1617,  in  another  inter-  the  engagements  which  had  beeii 

view  with  Mr.  Gallatin>  he  announ-  contracted  to  foreign  powei%  tfa* 
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Duke  de  Richelieu  uses  the  foUoDir.  ofclftims  known  under  the  desigoa- 
ing  terras:  «*  France  is  liberated,  lion  of  the  Antwerp  case%  of  which 
both  as  to  principal  and  interest,  Mr.  Parish's  was  one.  To  this 
from  all  the  debts  contracted  to-  note  no  answer  was  ever  received, 
wards  the  subjectoofthe  other  Euro-  On  the  31st  October,  1821,  Mr; 
pean  powers  prior  to  the  20th  No-  Galiatin  addressed  another  note  to 
vember,  1815."  This  limitation  of  Baron  Pasquier  in  behalf  of  the 
the  communication  to  European  claim  of  Richard  Paxon,  a  citizen 
{>owers,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Uni-  of  the  United  States,  and  took  that 
ted  States,  was  naade  at  the  instance  occasion  to  remind  the  French  min« 
of  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  was  intended  to  ister  that  his  note  of  the  15th  March# 
preclude  all  supposition  that  any  de-  1820,  relative  ^  the  case  of  the 
cision  had  been  taken  unfavourable  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  was  un- 
to the  American  claims,  (see  Mr.  answered.  To  this  note  no  answei^ 
Gallatin's  despatch  to  the  secretary  was  ever  given.  On  the  10th  Janu- 
of  state,  under  date  the  3d  of  April,  ary,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin  addressed 
1818.)  On  the  11th  of  February,  a  note  to  the  Viscount  de  Montmo- 
1819,  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  rency  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
a  note,  under  that  date,  to  the  Mar-  claims^  in  which  he  discusses  the  sub- 
^uis  Dessolle,  the  French  minister  ject  at  large.  Neither  to  this  note  was 
H)f  foreigh  affairs,  in  behalf  of  the  any  written  answer  given ;  but,  on 
tdaim  of  Mr.  Parish,  Mr.  Gallatin  the  27th  January,  1822j  (see  Mr. 
invites  the  attention  of  that  minister  Gallatin's  despatch  to  the  secretary 
io  the  consideration  of  American  of  state  of  the  28th  of  that  month,) 
^aiais  generally,  by  referring  to  his  he  bad  a  conference  with  the  vis- 
official  notes  to  which  he  had  re-  count  on  the  subject  of  it,  in  the 
ceived  no  answer.  On  the  29th  course  of  which,  having  referred 
December,  1819,  the  council  of  him  to  the  previous  notes  of  the  9th 
state  rejected  the  petition  of  the  pro-  November^  1816)  and  the  22d  April, 
t>rietorsand  owners  of  the  American  1817,  he  again  pressed  the  subject 
ships  Telegraph  and  Dolly,  captured  of  our  claims,  and  stated  that,  not* 
by  the  French  frigates  Medusa  and  withstanding  his  repeated  applica* 
Nymphe,  and  subsequently  burnt  at  tions  during  a  period  of  near  six 
sea.  On  the  15th  March,  1820,  Mr.  years,  he  had  not  been  able  to  oh- 
Gallatin  addressed  to  Baron  Pas-  tain  redress  in  one  single  instance* 
"^uier  an  official  remonstrance  and  had  not  been  even  honoured 
against  that  decision,  and  especially  with  an  answer.  The  Viscount 
the  grounds  on  which  it  was  placed,  Montmorency  at  once  answered, 
and  he  demanded  that  the  sul:gect  **  that  he  had  read  the  papers  rda** 
be  laid  before  the  king  of  France,  tive  to  the  Antwerp  sequestrations, 
«nd  that  the  decision  be  revised  and  and  that  he  was  struck  with  the  jus. 
rescinded.  He  was  afterwards  in-  tice  x>r  the  claim :  he  regretted,  he 
formed  by  the  Baron,  that  the  re»  added,  that  the  settlement  of  this  re- 
monstrance was  referred  to  the  mi-  clamation  should  have  fallen  on  the 
sister  of  justice,  'Who,  to  this  day,  as  present  ministry."  Mr.  Gallatin  in 
far  as  we  are  infi>rmed,  has  never  a  letter  addressed  to  the  secretary 
)r^x>rted  or  decided  upon  it*  of  state,  under  date  the  23d  Aprils 
On  the  9th  May»  1820,  yielding  1822,  writes:  «In  several  conver- 
to  the  entreaty  of  Mr^  P<arish,  Mr.  sations  I  had  with  the  Viscount  de 
Gallatin  addressed  to  Baron  Pas-  Montmorency  on  the  subject  of  the 
^uier  a  note  in  support  of  the  class  Antwerp  cases,  he  always  evinced 
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a  sense  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  other  here ;  and  he  asked  whether 
and  a  disposition  that  indemnity  it  was  prohahle  that  the  result  of  the 
should  be  made,  hut  I  have  not  yet  negotiation  at  Washington  would  be 
been  able  to  obtain  an  official  an-  known  at  Paris  before  the  next  ses^ 
swer.  Mr.  Gallatin  obtained  from  sion  of  the  chambers,  which  is  to 
the  Viscount  permission  to  confer  take  place  in  June  next.''  Mr.  Gral- 
on  the  subject  with  Mr.  de  Villele.  latin  adds :  *<  I  must  say  that  these 
In  that  conference,  it  appeared  to  observations  did  not  appear  to  me  to 
Mr.  Gallatin  that,  although  Mr.  de  be  made  with  an  intention  of  throw- 
Villele  was  cautious  not  to  commit  ing  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an 
himself, '< he  was  already  satisfied,  adjustment  of  our  claims;  but  for 
from  the  inspection  "of  the  papers  in  the  purpose  of  stating  the  difficul- 
his  department,  and  without  having  ties  which  the  government  would 
seen  my  arguments,  that  the  claim  have  to  encounter,  in  any  attempt 
was  just;  and  that  the  ground  as-  to  efiect  that  object." 
sumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  On  the  8d  o£  May,  1822,  Mn 
to  Mr.  Parish  was  untenable."  Gallatin  addressed  a  letter  to  Vis^ 
Without  disputing  the  justice  of  the  count  dc  Montmorency  on  the  sub- 
claim, Mr.  Villele  suggested  seve-  ject  of  the  Antwerp  claims,  and,  on 
ral  objections,  founded  on  the  mag-  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  he  had 
nitude  of  the  wrongs  committed  by  a  conference  with  the  Viscount  on 
Bonaparte,  and  the  alleged  impos-  the  subject  of  the  American  claims, 
sibility  that  France  should  repair  which  turned,  principally,  on  the  difl 
them  all.  "  The  payhients  made  by  ficulties  which  France  would  find 
France  to  other  governments  were  in  ejecting  an  arrrangement  with 
the  result  of  an  agreement,  (d'une  us.  The  result  of  a  free  conver- 
transaction,)  founded  on  equitable  sation  on  what  was  practicable^ 
principles,  and  on  an  abandonment,  seemed  to  be  that  a  definitive  agree- 
on  the  part  of  the  foreign  powers,  of  ment  was  preferable  to  a  partial 
a  considerable  part  of  their  claims,  payment,  and  that  the  choice  must» 
It  appeared  to  him  impossible  that  in  that  respect,  be  between  the  two 
an  application  for  funds  should  be  following  modes :  either  the  pay* 
made  to  the  Chambers  for  the  pur-  ment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  in  full  dis- 
pose of  satisfying  American  claims,  charge  of  the  demand  of  the  United 
unless  it  was  also  the  result  of  a  States  for  spoliations,  and  to  be  dis- 
transaction  of  a  similar  nature^"  tributed  by  their  government;  or 
"Even  in  that  case,  the  engage-  the  reference  of  the  whole  case  to  a 
ment  to  pay  any  sum  at  this  time,  joint  commission,  which,  in  case  of 
for  that  object,  would,  for  the  rea-  disagreement,  would  refer  the  dis- 
sons  already  stated,  and  for  many  puted  points  to  a  sovereign  chosen 
others  arising  from  the  change  of  by  the  two  governments.  On  the 
government,  appear  extremely  hard.  1st  of  June,  1822,  the  Viscount 
The  only  way  to  render  it  palatable,  Montmorency  returned  an  answer 
was,  that  it  should  be  accompanied  to  the  note  of  Mr.  Gallatin  of  the  3d 
by  the  grateful  information  that  our  of  May,  in  which  he  states :  "  The 
commercial  difRculties  were  arran-  object  of  your  claim  is,  without 
ged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He  doubt,  interesting  to  a  great  num- 
regretted,  therefore,  extremely,  that  her  of  individuals,  and  we  have  also 
the  discussions  of  the  two  subjects  individual  claims  to  make,  which 
had  been  separated,  one  being  trea-  are  likewise  of  great  interest  to  the 
led  in  the  United  States,   and   the  subjects  of  the  king  whom  they  con* 
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corn*  I  would  be  the  first  to  wish  United  States  for  spoliations  on 
that  the  government  could  be  en-  their  trade :  those  of  France  on  ac- 
gaged  with  them,  but  jou  are  not  count  of  Beaumarchais'  clsum,  and 
ignorant,  sir,  that  there  is,  at  this  of  the  vessels  captured  on  the  coast 
moment,  at  Washington,  a  nego-  of  Africa,  and  the  question  arising 
tiation  which  embraces  general  in-  under  the  Louisiana  treaty ;  and 
terests  of  the  highest  importance  to  asked  whether  1  was  prepared  to 
the  navigation  of  France  and  Ame-  negotiate  upon  all  these  points  ?  I 
rica.  The  king's  council  has  judg-  answered,  that  I  was  ready  to  dis- 
ed  that  it  was  better  to  put  off  the  cuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must  ob- 
examination  of  the  individual  claims  ject  to  uniting  the  Louisiana  question 
until  the  negotiation  upon  the  gene-  to  that  of  claims  for  indemnity,  as 
ral  interests  was  concluded,  and,  as  they  were  essentially  distinct ;  and 
soon  as  that  shall  take  place,  I  sliall  as  I  thought  that,  afler  all  that  had 
hasten,  sir,  to  move  in  the  king's  passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect 
council,  the  examination  of  the  that  no  fuither  obstacles  should  be 
claims  which  form  the  subject  of  thrown  in  the  discussion  of  our 
your  letter  of  the  3d  of  May."  claims  by  connecting  it  with  sub- 
On  the  13th  of  June  Mr.  Galla-  jects  foreign  to  them." 
tin,  in  a  note  under  that  date,  ad-  On  the  6th  November,  1822, 
dressed  to  the  Viscount  Montmo-  Mr.  de  Yillele  addressed  a  letter  to 
rency,  in  reply,  protested  against  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  which,  afler  ad- 
this  new  cause  of  procrastination.  verting  to  the  recent  conclusion 
Meanwhile  the  convention  of  the  at  Washington  of  the  commercial 
24th  day  of  June,  1822,  was  con-  convention  between  the  two  coun- 
cluded  at  Washington,  and,  on  the  tries,  he  proceeds  to  observe:  <^  If  any 
17th  of  August,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  partial  difficulties  shall  still  remain 
note  to  Mr.  de  Montmorency,  in-  to  be  removed,  they  wUl  be  easily 
forms  that  minister,  **  that  the  cause  arranged  between  two  powers  who 
assigned  by  your  excellency,  in  sincerely  wish  to  establish  their 
your  letter  of  the  1st  of  June  last,  relations  upon  the  most  perfect 
for  suspending  their  consideration,  equity. 

being  happily  removed  by  the  late  "  In  this  spirit  of  reciprocal  jus- 
commercial  arrangement,  I  trust  tice,  1  have  received  the  claims 
that  no  further  delay  will  take  which  you  have  done  me  the  ho» 
place,  and  that,  in  confi)rmity  with  nour  to  transmit  to  me,  and,  with* 
the  tenor  of  that  letter,  your  ex-  out  prejudging  any  thing  in  their 
oellency  will  be  pleased  to  bring  regard,  I  must,  first  of  all,  sir,  re« 
that  important  subject  before  the  mark  to  you  that  France  has  also 
kind's  council."  claims  pending,  or  to  be  produced 
On  the  24th  of  September,  1822,  to  the  government  of  the  United 
Mr*  Grallatin,  in  a  note  addressed  States.  It  would  appear  agreeable 
to  the  secretary  of  state  under  that  to  the  interest  of  both  parties,  and 
date,  states,  **  I  had  yesterday  a  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice  and  of 
conference  with  Mr.  Yillele  on  'the  protection  to  which  the  subjects  of 
subject  of  our  claims.  He  express-  the  two  states  have  equally  a  rights 
ed  his  wish  that  a  general  arrange-  that  these  affairs  should  be  examin, 
ment  might  take  place,  embracing  ed  and  arranged,  unanimously,  by 
all  the  subjects  of  discussion  be-  way  of  negotiation* 
tween  the  two  countries ;  stated  <<  His  majesty's  intention  would 
those  to  be,  the  reclamations  of  the  be,  that  these  claims,  and  the  other 


144  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—33. 

poiots  in  dispute  upon  which  the  veniment,  that  it  was  not  inteaded 
convention  of  the  24th  of  June  has  to  insist  that  that  subject  should  be 
not  been  able  to  pronounce,  should  blended  with  that  of  private  cluims. 
be  the  object  of  this  negotiation,  in  It  is,  indeed,  obvious  that  it  n^ould 
order  to  terminate  simultaneously,  be  utterly  unjust  to  make  the  ad- 
and  in  a  definitive  manner,  every  mission  of  those  to  depend  on  the 
dispute  between  the  two  states,  es-  result  of  a  negotiation  on  a  subject 
pecially  in  what  concerns  the  dtt<  with  which  they  have  no  connexion 
ties  received  in  Louisiana  on  the  whatever,  and  the  difficulties  re- 
French  commerce  contrary  to  the  specting  which  are  ofa  date  posterior 
tenor  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  to  that  of  the  claims, 
treaty  of  cession.  <<  All  the  representations  whieh 

'<  You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  his  majesty's  government  has  made 
this  intention  of  his  majesty,  the  to  that  of  the  United  States,  whe- 
most  firm  desire  of  leaving,  in  fu.  ther  on  private  or  public  suIk 
ture,  no  cause  or  pretext  of  mis-  jects,  have  uniformly  been  Xakea 
understanding  or  of  complaints  be-  into  consideration,  and  received 
tween  the  two  states,  and  on  the  that  attention  to  which  they  were  ao 
part  of  their  respective  subjects,    justly  entitled.     In  no  instance  has 

<<  If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
follow  this  march,  I  pray  you  let  declined  to  open  a  discussion  on  any 
me  know,  and  I  will  hasten  to  de-  subject  thus  offered  to  their  cooain 
mand  of  the  king  the  necessary  deration  by  France,  or  made  it  a 
powers  to  a  negotiator  charged  preliminary  condition  that  the  di^k 
with  treating  with  you."  cussion  should  also  embrace  some 

In  his  answer,  under  date  of  the  other  subject  in  which  they  might 
12th  November,  1822,  to  that  letter  happen  to  take  a  greater  interest, 
of  Mr.  de  Villele,  Mr.  Gallatin  The  question  concerning  the  eighth 
says:  *' I  have  special  power  to  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has^ 
negotiate  a  convention  providing  in  particular,  been  the  subject  of  a 
for  the  just  claims  of  citizens  of  the  voluminous  correspondence,  in  the 
United  States  against  France,  as  also  course  of  which  the  arguments  in 
for  the  like  claimsof  French  sub-  support  of  the  construction  insisted 
jects  against  the  United  States,  with  on  by  each  party,  respeetivelyt 
such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  were  made  known  to  the  other.  I 
a  like  authority  from  his  most  Chris-  have  in  the  meanwhile,  for  six  years, 
tian  Majesty.  As  minister  of  the  Uni-  made  unceasing  applications  to  his 
ted  States,  I  am  authorized  to  dis-  majesty's  government  for  the  sett 
cuss  the  question  respecting  the  con-  tlement  of  claims  to  a  vast  amounti 
struction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  affecting  the  interests  of  numerous 
XiOuisiana  treaty,  and  to  give  and  individuals,  and  arising  from  fla- 
receive  explanations  on  that  sub-  grant  violations  of  the  law  of  nat 
ject,  but  the  negotiation  on  that  tions  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United 
point  having  been  transferred  to  States,^  without  having  ever  been 
Washington,  no  special  powers,  in  able  to  obtain,  to  this  day,  satis&c- 
that  respect,  have  been  transmitted  tion  in  a  single  instance,  or  even 
to  me.  I  had  understood,  in  the  that  the  subject  should  be  taken 
course  of  the  conference  I  had  the  into  consideration  and  discussed, 
honour  to  have  with  your  excellen-  Afler  so  many  vexatious  delajr^ 
^y  on  the  23d  of  September,  and  for  which  different  causes  haive,  at 
}iad,  accordingly,  written  to  my  go-    different  times,    been  asiigited,   it 
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cannot  now  be  intended  again  to  fairs,  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  13th  Au- 
postpone  the  investigation  of  that  gust,  1823,  addressed  a  despatch  to 
subject,  by  insisting  that  it  should  him,  transmitting  copies  of  a  cor- 
be  treated  in  connexion  with  one  respondence  which  had  passed  at 
foreign  to  it,  and  which  has  already  Washington  between  him  and  the 
been  discussed*  The  United  States  Count  de  Menou,  the  charg^  d'af- 
have  at  least  the  right  to  ask  that  fairesof  Fr£U]ce.  In  the  course  of 
their  demands  should  also  be  ex-  that  correspondence,  the  Count  had 
amined  and  discussed,  and  I  trust  offered,  for  his  government,  to  open 
that,  since  I  am  authorized  to  treat,  a  negotiation  comprehending  both 
as  well  concerning  the  claims  of  the  subjects  of  American  claims  and 
French  subjects  against  the  United  the  construction  of  the  eighth  arti- 
States,  as  respecting  those  of  Am&-  cle  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana.  But 
rican  citi;Een8  against  France,  a  dis-  these  matters  being  totally  distinct 
tinct  negotiation  to  that  effect  will  be  in  their  nature,  the  American  go- 
opened  without  any  further  delay."  vernmcnt  declined   acceding  to  the 

Mr.  de  Villele,  on  the  15th  of  proposal  to  couple  them  together ; 
November,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Galla-  and  Mr.  Sheldon  was  instructed  re- 
tin's  note  of  the  12th,  insists  upon  spectfully  to  make  a  representation 
the  negotiation  embracing  all  the  to  that  effect  to  the  French  govern- 
points  of  disagreement  between  the  ment,  with  the  assurance  of  the 
two  governments,  and,  of  course,  readiness  of  this  government  to  dis- 
the  construction  of  the  eighth  arti-  cuss  the  question  upon  the  Louisi- 
cle  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana  as  ana  convention  further  if  desired  by 
well  as  of  the  American  claims.  France,  but  of  our  final  conviction 
I»  transmitting  this  note  to  his  go-  that  it  was  not  to  be  blended  with 
▼emment,  Mr.  Gallatin  justly  re-  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  mere 
marks  :  **  The  object  is  too  obvious  justice. 

to   require   any  comment   on  my        Acccordingly,  on  the  11th  Octo- 

part,  and  this  final  decision  leaves  ber,  1823,   Mr.  Sheldon  addressed 

me  no  other  course  than  to  refer  a  note  to  Viscount  Chateaubriand, 

the  whole  to  my  government."  remonstrating  against   the    forced 

The  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  connexion  between  those  two  sub- 
having  succeeded  Mr.  de  Villele  in  jects,  and  insisting  upon  a  dissolu. 
the  French  department  of  foreign  tion  of  that  connexion,  and  that  the 
affairs,  Mr.  Gallatin  having,  the  American  claims  might  be  taken 
more  he  reflected  on  the  subject,  up  **  on  their  own  merits,  and  re- 
become  better  satisfied  <'  that  it  was  ceive  the  consideration  they  deserv- 
impossible  that  the  United  States  ed,  unincumbered  with  other  dis- 
should  depart  from  the  true  con-  cussions."  To  this  note  no  answer 
stniction  of  that  article,  and  acqui-  was  received, 
esce  in  that  contended  for  by  France,  This  narrative  brings  me  down 
and  that  a  renewed  discussion  on  to  the  period  of  the  commencement 
that  subject  would  be  unprofitable,  of  your  mission,  and,  for  the  pur- 
aod  lead  to  no  result  whatever,"  pose  of  extending  it  out  to  the  pre- 
'  on  the  27th  February,  1823,  in  a  sent  time,  I  will  briefly  advert  to 
note  addressed  to  the  Viscount,  ex-  what  has  occurred  on  this  interest- 
pressed  tl)is  conviction.  ing  subject  during  your  residence 

Mr.  Gallatin  having  returned  to    near  the  French  government. 
the  United  States,  and  lefl  at  Paris        On  the  23d  December,  1823,  you 
Mr.  Sheldon  in  charge  of  our  af-    were  instructed  by  the  secretary  of 
T 
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state,  **  immedifttely  after  your  re-  note  of  the   2dth  April  upon  this 
ceptiony  earnestly  to  call  the  atten-  subject,  and  lie  desires  tliat  you  will 
tion  of  the  French  government  to  renew,  with  earnestness,  the  applt- 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  indem-  cation  for  indemnity  to  our  citizens 
nity.     You  will,  at  the  same  time,  for  claims  notoriously    just,     and 
explicitly  make  known  that  this  go-  resting  upon  the  same  principle  with 
yemment  cannot  consent  to  connect  others  which  have   been  admitted 
this  discussion  with  that  of  the  pre.  and  adjusted  by  the  government  of 
tension  raised   by   France   on  the  France.     You   are  authorized,  in 
construction  given  by   her  to  the  reply  (to  the  Viscount's   note,)  to 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  ces-  declare  that  any  just  claims  which 
sion  treaty.     The  difference  in  the  subjects  of  France  may  have  upon 
nature  and  character  of  the  two  in-  the  government  of  the  United  States 
terests  is  such,  that  they  cannot,  will  readily  be  included  in  the  ne- 
with  propriety,  be   blended   toge-  gotiation,  and  to  stipulate  any  suit- 
ther.     The  claims  are  of  repara-  able  provision  for  the  examioatic«, 
tion  to  individuals  for  their  property  adjustment,  and  satisfaction  of  them, 
taken  from  them  by  manifest  and  But  the  question   relating  to  the 
undisputed   wrong.     The  question  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
upon  the    Louisiana  treaty  is  a  ty  is  not  only  of  a  different  cha- 
question  of  right  upon  the  meaning  racter — it  cannot   be  blended  with 
of  a  contract.     It  has  been  fully,  that  of  indenmity    for    individual 
deliberately!  and  thoroughly  inves-  claims,  without  a  sacrifice,  on  the 
tigated,  and  the  government  of  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  a  prin- 
United  States  are  under  the  entire  ciple  of  right." 
and  aolenm  conviction  that  the  pre-        In  conformity  with  this  instnic- 
tension  of  France    is   unfounded,  tion,  you  addressed  §  note,  under 
We  are,  nevertheless,  willing  to  re-  date  the  22d  October,  1824,  to  Ba- 
sume  the  discussion  if  desired  by  ron  de  Damas,  who  had  been  re- 
France."  cently  appointed  minister  of  foreign 

In  execution  of  this  instruction,  affairs, 
you  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  de        Receivingnoanswer  to  that  note, 

Chateaubriand,   under  date  of  the  you   requested   a  conference  with 

28th  April,  1624.     On  the  7th  of  that  minister,   for  which   the  25th 

the  next  month  you  received  his  of  November,  1824,  was  appointed, 
answer,    which,    adhering   to  the        At  this  conference  the  Baron  sta- 

ground  previously  taken,  concludes  ted,  as  reasons  for  his  omission  to 

by  stating  :    "  His  Majesty  autho-  reply  to  your  note,  his  recent  ap- 

rizes  me,  sir,  to  declare  to  you,  that  pointment,  the  voluminous  corres- 

a  negotiation  will   be  opened  with  pondence  on  the  subject,  and  press 

you  on  the  American  claims,  if  this  of  business,   but  promised  an  an- 

negotiation  should  also  include  the  swer,  though  he  could  not  specify 

French  claims,  and  particularly  the  any  precise  timer  when   he  could 

arrangements  to  be  concluded  con-  transmit  it. 

ceriiing  the  execution  of  the  eighth        On  the  24th  December,   1824, 

article  ofthe  Louisiana  treaty.''  you  addressed  a  note  to  the  French 

On  the  14th  August,  1824,  you  minister,  urging  him  to  send  you  the 

were  informed  by  the  secretary  of  promised  answer, 
state,  that  ^tbe  president  has  deli-        On  the  17th  January,  1825,  you 

berately  considered  the  purport  of  reminded  him,  in  a  personal  inter- 

Mn  Chateaubriand's  answer  to  your  view,  ofthe  time  which  had  elapsed 
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■without  your  being  favoured  with  it.  the  wrongs  they  had  suffered  were 

-He  replied,  that  the  subject  was  of  the  consequences  of  a  war,  duiiog 

great  importance ;  that  he  was  dis-  the  progress  of  which,  injuries  and 

posed  as  soon  as  possible  to  bestow  acts  of  injustice  had  been  conunitted 

upon  it   his  most  deliberate  consi-  upon  other  nations  by  France,  to  an 

deration;    that  much    information  amount   which   rendered  it  utterly 

was  wanted  from   the  different  bu-  impossible  lor  her  to  make  adequate 

reaux,  and  that  it  could  not  be  very  reparation ;  that  her  whole  territory, 

speedily  procured.     He  asked  «if  if  sold  for  that   purpose,  would  be 

our   claims  might  not  have   been  insufficient  to  enable  her  to  satisfy 

more  favourably  received  if  they  such  claims ;  that,  with  a  full  know* 

had  been  presented  to,  and  pressed  ledge  of  this  fact,  she  had  limited 

upon  the  French  government  about  her  indemnities  to  cases  of  the  most 

1816  ?"     You  told   him   that  Mr.  flagrant  description ;   that  this  prin- 

Gallatin  had  submitted  our  claims  ciple  had  been  observed  in  the  trea- 

to  the  consideration  of  the  French  ties  made  between  her  and  the  £u- 

government    in    that    year,     and  ropean  powers ;  that  other  nations 

had    been  induced    not    to    press  had  sufiered  injuries  similar  to  those 

for   an  immediate   answer,    mere-  of  which  the  United  States  com- 

ly  upon  the    suggestion  made   to  plained,  and  yet  they  had  been  ex- 

'him   by  the  Duke  de   Richelieu  ;  eluded    from  indemnity ;   and  that 

that  he  might  expect  a  more  favour-  wc  had  no  right  to  expect  that  a 

:able  one  by  waiting  until  France  different  rule   would  be  applied  to 

could  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  the  cases  in  which  the  interests  of 

of  the  army  of  occupation,  and  the  our  citizens  were  concernedi 

claims  made  upon  her  by  the  allied  The  French  minister  also  intiroa- 

powers.     The  Baron  again  renew-  ted  "  that  we  ought  to  have  urged 

ed  his  promise  to  give  an  answer  the  payment  of  our  claims  at  the 

to  your  note  as  soon  as  he  could  moment  when  France  was  entering 

find  time  to  do  so.  into  engagements  to  pay  large  sums 

The  answer  being  still  withheld,  to  other  powers ;  and  he  seemed  to 

you  again  addressed  to  the  French  think  that,  if  we  had  done  so,  we 

minister  a  note,  on  the  18th  Marcli,  might   have  obtained  a  portion   of 

1825,  on  the  subject  of  our  claims,  these  claims." 

and  the  unnatural  connexion  which  At  length,  on  the  11th   Novem- 

had  been  created  "by  the  French  go-  bcr,  1825,  you  received  from  the 

vernment   between  them   and   the  Baron  do  Damas  the  answer  which 

Louisiana  treaty,  and  urged  him  to  had  been  so  long  delayed,  and  so 

answer  your  note  of  the  23d  of  the  often  promised.     In  that  letter,  the 

preceding  October.  Baron  states,  "the  king  of  France, 

On  the  20th  September,  1825,  on  re- ascending  the  throne,  could 
being  still  without  the  answer,  you  not  take,  nor  has  taken,  the  engage- 
sought  an  interview  with  the  French  ment  to  satisfy  all  the  charges  im- 
minister,  in  the  course  of  which  he  posed  on  him  as  indemnity  for  the 
observed  "that  he  could  not  perceive  acts  of  violence,  and  for  the  de- 
that  the  United  States  had  any  well  predations  committed  by  the  usurp- 
founded  claim  to  indemnity ;  that  he  ing  government.  The  powers  which 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  citizens  had  united  against  that  government, 
of  the  United  States  had  no  cause  and  which,  afler  having  overthrown 
of  complaint  ag&inst  the  former  go.  it,  occupied  with  an  armed  force  the 
vernment  of  France;  he  only  intend-  greater  part  of  the  territory  and  the 
ed  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  metropolis  of  France,  enacted,  -on 
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the  restoration  of  peace,  and  as  a  rican  claims,  on  which  the  king's 
pledge  of  the  general  reconcileation,  government  finds  itself  authorized 
her  admission  of  certain  claims  pre-  to  express  a  similar  opinion,  ft  i% 
ferred  by  their  respective  subjects  besides,  but  strictly  fair  that  the 
against  the  preceding  government,  claims  of  French  subjects  against 
Such  was  the  object  of  the  stipula-  the  United  States  should  equally  be 
tions  contained  in  the  19th  and  foU  comprised  in  it. 
lowing  articles  of  the  treaties  of  ^*  From  these  oonsiderations,  nr, 
1814,  and  mentioned  in  two  of  the  your  government  will  be  surprised 
conventions  of  1815.  Those  stipu-  to  hear  that  the  king's  government 
lations  would  not  have  been  neces-  presists  in  declaring  that  it  will 
sary,  had  the  royal  government  never  consent  to  enter  into  negotia- 
been  considered  as  inheriting  all  the  tion  on  the  American  claims,  unless 
charges  existing  against  the  govern-  that  negotiation  should  equally  com- 
ment which  had  just  disappear-  prise  the  French  claims,  and  parti- 
ed.  cularly   the    arrangements   to   be 

**  The  federal   government  may  adopted  as  to  the  execution  of  the 

have  seen  that,  in  its  willingness  to  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 

forbear  from  availing  itself  of  the  ty." 

motives  which  authorized  it  to  de-  Such  is  a  faithful  account,  derived 

cline  a  discussion  of  the  American  from  official  correspondence,  of  the 

claims,  the  king's  government  gave  course  of  conduct  which  France  has 

to  that  of  the  United  States  a  parti-  deemed  proper  to  pursue  in  respect 

cular  proof  of  benevolence,  by  con-  to  the  demands  made  by  the  Ame^ 

senting  to  the  examination  of  those  rican  government  for  satisfaction  of 

claims,  and  by  announcing  its  inten-  just  claims,  amounting,  according  to 

tion  to  make  it,  together  with  other  the  schedule  before  mentioned,  to  a 

objects,  a  matter  for  negotiation.  sum  little  short  of  ten  miUions  of 

*^  But  it  were  erroneous  to  believe  dollars,  and  founded  upon  unexam- 

that  this  intention  to  negotiate  re-  pled  wrongs.     The   American  go- 

specting  the  American  claims  neces-  vernment    cannot    contemplate    it 

sarily  implied   an  acknowledgment  without   unmixed  regret  and  dissa- 

of  their  validity.     If  their   validity  tisfaction.   The  arguments  offered  to 

had  been  acknowledged,  it  would  the  consideration  of  the  French  go. 

have    been    unnecessary  to  make  vernment  in  support  of  those  claims, 

them  the  object  of  negotiation ;  the  by  your  predecessor  and  by  yourself, 

only  question  would  have  been  touch-  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  my 

ing  their   liquidation.      It  is  then  renewing,  at  this  time,  the  discus- 

with  a  view  to  discuss  the  rights  of  sion.     They  stand,  to  this  day,  un« 

the   American  claimants,  that  the  answered,   because  they  are  unan- 

king's  government  has  declared  its  swerable.     I  shall   content  myself 

readiness  to  enter  into  communica-  with  a  few  observations  only,  upon 

tion  with  the  federal  government,  some  of  the  more  prominent  features 

Now,  the  latter  having  appeared  to  of  the  correspondence, 

believe  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  The  justice    of   the    American 

it  to  admit  the  claims  preferred  by  claims  has  never  been  controverted 

France  respecting  the  execution  of  by  France,  unless  what  has  recently 

the  eight  article  of  the  Louisiana  passed  in  the  communication  from 

treaty,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  Baron  de  Damas  to  yourself   (and 

this  subject  ought  to  be  included  in  which  will  be  hereafter  more  par- 

the  same  negotiation  with  the  A  me-  ticularly  noticed,)  is  to  be  regarded 
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as  controverting  them.  It  cannot  urged  by  the  French  government 
be  denied,  that  a  large  portion  of  aa  a  consideration  for  their  post- 
those  claims  has  been  expressly  ad-  ponement  to  a  more  auspicious  pe- 
mitted  to  be  just  by  DX>re  than  one  hod.  This  period  at  last  comes, 
French  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  when  France  is  again  powerful  and 
A  verbal  offer  was  made  upwards  prosperous,  and  her  finances  flour- 
of  ten  years  ago,  by  the  Duke  of  ishing.  We  are  then  told  that  our 
Richelieu,  then  filling  that  depart,  claims  might  have  been  more  fa- 
ment,  of  indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  vourably  received  in  1816.  We 
at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  have  been  unfortunately  too  soon 
of  which  have  been  only  sequester-    or  too  late. 

ed  and  deposited  in  the  Caisse  d'  The  conunercial  difficulties  which 
Amortissement,  which  offer  was  afterwards  arose  between  the  two 
promised  to  be  put  into  writing,  but  countries,  and  which  originated 
the  promise  was  not  fulfilled.  In  with  France,  were  made  the  pre- 
subsequently  declining  to  conunit  text  of  a  further  'postponement 
the  French  government  by  a  writ-  until  those  difficulties  should  be 
ten  pi^posal,  it  was  stated  by  the  adjusted.  They  were  happily  ter- 
duke  they  were  not  willing  to  reject,  minated  by  the  convention  at 
absolutely  and  definitively,  our  re-  Washington,  of  1622.  Then  we 
claraations,  but  that  they  could  not  had  a  right  confidently  to  expect 
admit  them  at  that  time.  And  he  the  long  deferred  indemnity.  But 
afterwards  repeated  that  he  wished  where  the  disposition  to  redress 
it  to  be  cJecurJy  understood  that  the  wrongs  does  not  exist,  the  means 
postponement  of  our  claims  was  not  of  evasion  and  procrastination  will 
a  rejection.  More  than  five  years  never  be  wanting.  We  can  re- 
ago,  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  gard  in  no  other  light  the  claim 
stated  to  Mr.  Grallatin  that  he  had  brought  forward  by  France  under 
recui  the  papers  relative  to  the  Ant-  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
werp  sequestrations,  and  that  he  treaty*  That  claim  has  been  fully 
was  struck  with  the  justice  of  the  examined,  and  elaborately  discus, 
claim.  On  a  subsequent  occasion,  sed  by  the  two  governments, 
(the  18th  May,  1822,)  a  prospect.  Every  argument  has  been  exhaust, 
unfortunately  not  afterwards  reali-  ed ;  and  the  most  respectful  and 
zed,  was  presented  of  a  satisfactory  patient  consideration  has  been  given 
arrangement,  by  the  payment  of  a  to  the  pretensions  of  France.  A 
stipulated  sum  in  full  discharge  of  clear  conviction  is  felt  by  the 
the  demands  of  the  United  States  for  American  government  that  they 
spoliations,  to  be  distributed  by  the  are  without  foundation.  Even  if 
American  government,  or  the  refer-  we  could  suppose  France  to  enter- 
ence  of  the  whole  case  to  a  joint  tain  the  opposite  conviction,  it 
commission.  would  afford    no  just    reason   for 

The  causes  which  have  hitherto  withholding  satisfaction  of  our 
delayed  or  obstructed  the  fulfil-  claims.  The  two  subjects  are  per- 
ment  of  the  well-founded  expecta-  fcctly  incongruous ;  one  appertains 
tions  of  the  American  government  to  a  contract,  about  the  interpre- 
are  far  from  being  satisfactory,  tation  of  which  the  parties  may 
When  our  claims  were  first  pre-  sincerely  differ;  the  other  arises 
sented  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  1816,  out  of  wrongs  committed  in  noto- 
and  for  some  time  aflerwards,  the  rious  violation  of  the  public  law, 
embarrassed  state  of  France  was   the  character  of  which  admits  of 
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no  difference  of  opinion.     One  is  cisely,  that  he  has  not  taken  upon 

national,  the  other  individual.     Sup-  himself  the  engagement   to  make 

posing  the  respective  claims  of  the  that  indenmity  to  which  American 

two  countries  to  he  similar  in  their  citizens  are  entitled  in  consequence 

nature,  the  priority  of  injury  gives  of    the    wrongful   acts  committed 

us  a  right  to  prior  satisfaction  ;  nor  under    previous   French    GrOTeni- 

can  there  be   perceived   any  ade-  roents. 

quate  motive  for  withholding  that  That  engagement  might  have 
satisfaction,  from  the  consideration  been  voluntarily  assumed  by  the 
of  settling  aZ/ matters  of  difference,  king  of  France  from  a  spontane- 
The  expediency  of  removing  all  ous  sense  of  justice,  and  the  claims 
causes  of  misunderstanding,  if  it  of  American  citizens  satisfied  with- 
be  practicable,  is  readily  admitted  ;  out  the  interposition  of  the  govern- 
but  if  that  be  not  attainable,  it  does  ment  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
not  follow  that  none  should  be  re-  because  that  has  not  been  done, 
moved  ;  and,  especially,  it  does  not  that  this  interposition  became  ne- 
follow  that  those  should  not  be  oh-  cessary,  and,  for  the  last  ten  years, 
viated  which  are  attended  with  a  has  been  constantly  made.  * 
deep  sense  of  the  aggressions  from  The  government  of  the  United 
which  they  have  had  their  origin.  States  is  ever  ready  to  acknow- 
It  may  be  true,  as  alleged  by  ledge  any  proofs  of  justice  or  be- 
Baron  de  Damas,  that  the  King  of  nevolencc  which  may  be  exhibited 
France,  in  reascending  the  throne,  by  foreign  nations  towards  its  citi- 
^  could  not  take,  nor  has  taken,  zens.  Jt  regrets  that  it  cannot 
the  engagement  to  satisfy  all  the  concur  with  Baron  de  Damas  in  es- 
charges  imposed  on  him  as  indem-  timating,  as  among  that  number,  any 
nity  for  the  acts  of  violence,  and  consent  which  France  has  hither- 
for  the  depredations  committed  by  to  given  to  examine  the  American 
the  usurping  government;"  and  claims,  especially  since  that  ex- 
yet  the  obligations  of  France  to  amlnation  has  been  hitherto  eluded, 
redress  those  acts  and  depredations  and  the  consent  itself  coupled  with 
may  be  perfect.  It  is  not  nccessa-  inadmissable  conditions, 
ry  to  discuss  the  question  of  usur-  Nor  can  the  president  admit  the 
pation  which  is  put  forward.  It  is  propriety  of  associating,  in  the  same 
sufficient  for  us  that  those  acts  negotiation,  the  disputed  demand 
and  depredations  proceeded  from  under  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisi- 
the  actual  government  of  France  ;  ana  treaty,  and  the  incontestible 
and  that  the  responsibility  of  France  claims  of  American  citizens,  a 
to  make  reparations  hr  wrongs  large  portion  of  which,  it  has  been 
committed  under  the  authority  of  seen,  so  far  from  being  ques- 
any  form  of  government  which  she  tioned,  has  been  admitted  by  France 
may  have  adopted,  or  to  which  she  to  be  just.  ' 
may  have  submitted,  from  time  to  He  sees,  therefore,  with  surprise 
time,  cannot  be  contested.  The  and  regret,  the  adherance  of  France 
king  of  France,  in  reascending  the  to  the  principle  of  such  an  unnatu- 
throne  of  his  ancestors,  assumed  ral  connexion.  But  whilst  the 
the  government,  with  all  the  obli-  American  government  must  con- 
gations,  rights,  and  duties  which  stantly  protest  against  it,  and  reite- 
appertain  to  the  French  nation,  rate  its  strong  conviction  that  the 
He  can  justly  claim  absolution  French  pretension  under  the  Louisi- 
from  none  of  those  obi  gations  or  ana  treaty  has  no  just  foundation^ 
duties.     And  our  complaint  is  pre-  I  am  charged  by  the   president  to 
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Instruct  you,  to  afford  a  new  and   friendly  power,  some  functionary 
signal  proof  of  the  equitable  dispo*    of  the  government  of  that  power 
sition  of  this  government,  by  pro-    would  probably  be  designated  to 
posing  to  that  of  France,  as  a  basis    examine,  and,  in  effect,  decide  the 
for  the  settlement  of  the  question    question.     For  that  reason,  and  be- 
under  that  treaty,  that  it  be  refer-    cause  no  friendly  power  would,  per- 
red  to    arbitration.     Should   that    haps,  be  very  willing  to  undertake 
basis  be  agreed  to,  it  will  then  be-    the  arbitration,  it  would  be  most  ex- 
come  necessary  to  specify  the  par-    pedient  to  submit  the  controversy, 
ticular  question  to  be    submitted,    at  once,  to  individuals  selected  by 
and  the  details  of  the  arbitration,    the  parties  themselves.  You  are  au- 
By  the  commercial  convention  be-    thorized,  therefore,  to  propose  that 
tween  the  two  powers,  concluded    each  power  shall  appokit  one  or  two 
in  1822,  there  will  be,  on  the  first    citizens  or  subjects,  being  natives 
day  of  -October    next,   a   perfect    of  some  other  nation,   and  that  the 
equalization  of  duties  on  the  ves-    two  or  four  so  appointed,  shall  be 
sels,  and  their  cargoes,  of  the  two    authorized  to  appoint  a  third  or  fifth, 
countries  employed  in    the  trade    also  being  a  citizen  of  some  nation 
between  them.     The  complaint  of  other  than  the    United  States  or 
France  has  been,  that  this  equality    France  ;  and  that  the  three  or  five 
did  not  exist,  but  that  French  ves-    persons,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  thus 
sels  and  their  cargoes  have  been    appointed,  shall   be  empowei^  to 
liable,  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  to   hear  and  decide  the  question,  as 
pay  the  alien  duties  imposed    by    above  stated,    arising    under    the 
the  laws  of  the    United    States,    eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
from  which  duties  British   vessels   ty ;  and  if  the  decision  be  fiivour- 
were  exempt :    and  her  claim  is,   able  to  France,  to  affix  the  amount 
the  reimbursement  of  those  duties,    to  which,  in  consequence  of  it,  she 
Should  the  proposed  basis,  there-    may  be  entitled, 
fore,  be  acceded  to,  you  are   au-        Should  the  arbitration  be  agreed 
thorized  to  refer  to  arbitration  the   to,  other  details  will  be  necessary 
question  whether  France  be  enti-   as  to  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the 
tied  or  not  to  have  refunded  any  of  arbitrators,  their  compensation,  the 
those  alien   duties,  collected  from    time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  the 
French  vessels   or  their    cargoes   duration  of  the  arbitration,  and  the 
between  the  periods  of  the  date  of  right  of  the  parties  to  be  heard  by 
the  Louisiana  treaty  and  the  first  day   their  agents;    to  all  of  which  you 
ofOctober,  1827;  and  if  the  demand    are  authorized  to  agree.     Models 
be  sustained  by  the  arbitrators,  that   for  the  drafl  of  articles,   compre« 
they  shall  then  proceed  to  deter*    bending  similar  details,  are  furnish- 
mme  the  amount  which  is  to  be  so    ed  in  several  of  our  treaties,  par- 
refimded ;    which  amount  shall  be   ticularly  those  with  Great  Britaui 
credited    to    France    against    the    in  1794,  and  in  1814  at  Ghent. 
American  claims,  and,  if  it  should        It  will  probably  be  most  advisa- 
exeeed  them,  the  excess  shall  be   ble  to  propose  the  basis  of  an  ar- 
paid  by  the  United  States.  bitration  in  general  terms,  and  not 

Two  modes  of  constituting  an  to  state  the  precise  question  as 
arbitration  present  themselves :  One  above  defined,  and  the  other  details, 
is,  to  refer  the  question  to  a  friend-  until  that  basis  shall  have  been 
ly  power ;  the  other,  to  submit  it   agreed  to. 

to  individuals  to  be  chosen   by  the       Possibly  the  French  government 
parties.     If  it  were   referred  to  a    may  offer  to  refer  the  question,  up- 
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OD  the  ooDdition  of  submitting  to  the 
same  arbitration  the  American 
claims  and  those  of  France.  You 
wilj  oppose  that  condition  on  the 
ground  of  the  difference  in  the  cha- 
racter  of  the  two  subjects,  and  for 
the  reasons  which  have  been  urged 
by  this  government  against  their 
being  comprehended  in  the  same 
negotiation. 

Should  France  prefer  the  refer- 
ence of  the  question  to  a  sovereign 
power,  insteipi  of  private  persons, 
you  may  agree  to  such  a  refer- 
ence. We  are  not  prepared,  nor 
is  it  necessary  in  the  present  stage 
of  the  business,  to  designate  the  so- 
vereign power,  nor  the  persons  to 
whom  we  should  be  willing  to  sub- 
mit the  matter.  Ample  time  will 
probably  be  afforded,  during  the 
progress  of  the  negotiation,  to  make 
such  a  nomination ;  or,  should 
France  promptly  agree  to  the  re- 
ference, and  you  shoidd  deem  it  in- 
expedient to   wait  for  further  in- 


structions from  this  department  as 
to  the  arbitrators,  a  clause  may  be 
inserted  in  the  convention,  provi- 
ding that  the  two  governments  shall, 
within  a  period  of  (say)  six  months, 
agree  upon  a  nomination  of  them. 

Whatever  may  be  the  nature  of 
the  reception,  or  the  ultimate  fiite 
of  the  overture  which  you  are  now 
authorized  to  make  for  the  settle* 
ment  of  the  question  growing  out 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  you  will 
earnestly  press  for  a  satisfaction  of 
our  claims.  The  instructions  here* 
toibre  given  to  your  predecessor 
and  to  yourself,  indicate  the  nx)des 
according  to  which  the  amount  of 
them  may  be  ascertained,  and  in- 
demnity may  be  secured,  and  also 
authorize  provision  for  any  just 
claims  of  French  subjects  on  the 
American  government. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clat. 


Pepartment  of  State, 

Washington,  17th  May,  1828. 

Sir, 

Upon  consulting  with  the  pre- 
sident, he  authorizes  me  to  say, 
'  that  it  is  ]ef\  entirely  to  your  option 
to  return  at  the  time  you  have  ask- 
ed permission  to  return,  or  to  post- 
pone it  till  the  next  spring.  Whe- 
ther at  the  one  period  or  the  other, 
you  will  commit  the  charge  of  our 
affairs  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  secreta- 
ry of  legation,  if  he  be  still  with 
you. 

Referring  to  the  instructions  un- 
der date  the  28th  May  last,  rela- 
tive  to  a  reference  to  arbitration  of 
the  disputed  question  arising  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty,  you  are  authorized  (if  you 


cannot  prevail  upon  the  French  go- 
vernment to  consent  to  the  refer- 
ence, in  the  qualified  manner  pro- 
posed in  that  instruction,)  to  agree 
to  the  reference  of  the  general 
question  involved  in  that  dispute ; 
that  is,  one  so  stated  as  to  em- 
brace  all  the  rights  claimed  by 
France  according  to  her  inter- 
pretation of  that  article.  In  other 
respects,  you  will  consider  the 
above-mentioned  instruction  unmo- 
dified. 

I  am,  respectfully 

your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Clay. 
James  BROWN^£noo>y  Exinwrdt- 

nary  and  Minister  Phnipolen^ 

tiary  to  France. 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


158 


EaOraUfrom  ike  Creneral  TmintcUans  of  the  Honourable  M.  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Stales^  to  William  C.  Rivest  Eeq.f 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  France^  dated 


Department  of  State, 

Waafainftoo,  20th  July,  1829. 
«  «  «  «  i» 

T^B  archives  of  the  legation  will 
inform  you  of  the  various  other  sub. 
jects  which  have  been  committed 
to  your  predecessor,  are  yet  undis- 
pooed  ofy  and  will  require  your  at- 
tention. 

Those  of  the  most  immediate 
eoncem,  and  greatest  importancei 
are, 

1.  The  claims  of  many  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  French  government  for  indem- 
nity. 

2.  The  pretension  raised  by  the 
French  government  to  special  and 
exclusive  privileges  in  the  ports 
of  Louisiana,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  cession  con- 
vention, and  for  the  reimbursement 
of  duties  alleged  to  have  been 
wrongly  paid  to  the  United  States 
ID  said  ports. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  are 
a  subject  of  the  deepest  interest,  not 
only  on  account  of  their  amount, 
the  aggravated  injuries  of  which 
they  are  the  results,  and  the  great 
length  of  time  during  which  those 
injuries  have  remained  unredressed  ; 
but,  also,  because  a  continued  dis- 
regard, on  the  part  of  France,  of 
the  reiterated  appeals  which  have 
been  made  to  her  justice,  must 
have  an  unavoidable  tendency  to 


jeopard  the  friendly  relations  now 
happily  existing  between  the  two 
countries,  and  which  it  is  the  ear- 
nest desire  of  the  president  to  pre- 
serve. It  is  his  wish  that  their  ad- 
justment upon  terms  of  reciprocal 
justice,  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  your  early  and  unremitted  exer- 
tions. The  instructions  of  your 
predecessors  will  give  you  a  gene- 
ral view  of  their  character,  with 
conjectures  founded  on  insufficient 
materials  as  to  their  probable 
amount.  As  many  of  these  claims 
are  founded  upon  different  princi- 
ples, and  are  viewed  in  different 
lights  by  the  French  government,  I 
have  thought  it  useful  to  make  a 
discrimination  between  them,  by 
throwing  them  into  difierent  classes, 
with  the  best  estimate  that  could  be 
made,  from  the  evidence  in  this  de- 
partment, as  to  the  probable  amount 
of  each  class.  This  classification  is 
made  from  materials  of  an  uncertain 
character,  and  is,  probably,  in  many 
respects,  incorrect.  But  as  it  is  not 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  a  specific  al- 
lowance,  but  merely  to  facilitate 
your  discussions,  and  to  enable  you 
to  judge  more  understandingly  of 
such  offers  as  may,  in  the  course  of 
your  negotiation,  be  made  by  tl  o 
French  government,  the  possibility 
of  errors  in  description  and  amount 
is  not  regarded  as  detracting  much 
from  its  usefulness. 


The  following  is  the  classification  to  which  I  allude  : 
First  Class.  Claims  prior  to  30th  September,  1800,  re. 
cognised  by  the  fourth  and  fifih  articles  of  the  treaty  of  that 
date,  but  either  pretermitted  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  or,  through  various  causes,  not  included  in 
the  settlement  made  at  Paris  by  the  board  of  claims,  and 
remaining  in  force  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  and  the 
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10th  article  of  that  of  1803,  amounting,  per  schedule  here- 
with, to 61,488,833  W 

Second  Class,  Clainis  accruing  between  the  30th  Sep. 
tember,  1800,  and  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  for  debts  con- 
tracted within  that  period,  and  provided  for  by  the  12th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1803,  anrwunting,  as  per  schedule,  to      134,786  Od 

TMrd  Class.  Claims  accruing  between  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1800,  and  the  30th  April,  1803,  from  all  causeA 
other  than  debts,  and  captures  made  between  the  date  and 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800 ;  those  debts  and  captures 
being  provided  for  by  the  4th  and  5th  articles  of  that  trea- 
ty, and  included  in  the  first  class,  amounting,  as  per  sche- 
dule herewith,  to        - 

Fourth  Class.  Claims  between  the  30th  of  April,  1803, 
and  the  year  1805,  and  arising  from  all  causes  whatsoever, 
amounting,  as  per  schedule  herewith,  to 

Fifth  Class.  1st.  Claims  subsequent  to  1805,  chiefly 
growing  out  of  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  French  go* 
vernmeut,  on  which  no  final  condemnation  was  passed, 
amounting,  as  per  schedule  herewith,  to  -  $6,256,647  69 

2d.  Claims  of  the  same  nature,  but  final- 
ly condemned  by  the  council  of  prizes, 
council  of  state,  or  by  imperial  decisions 
and  orders,  amounting  as  per  schedule 
herewith,  to 


75,704  58 


.  1,065,081  98 


3,026,231  84 


9,282,879  58 


Exclusive  of  interest.     Aggregate 

Schedules  of  the  particular  cases 
included  in  each  of  the  classes  are 
herewith  delivered  to  you,  with  num- 
bers corresponding  with  the  printed 
lists,  also,  herewith  placed  in  your 
hands. 

The  justice  and  present  validity 
of  these  claims  have  already  been 
fully  discussed  on  the  part  of  this 
government.  By  a  reference  to  the 
archives  of  the  legation,  you  will  be 
able  to  possess  yourself  of  the 
grounds  which  have  been  taken  in 
their  support.  Those  originally  in. 
sisted  on  by  us,  remain  to  this  day 
unanswered  by  the  French  govern- 
ment, otherwise  than  by  occasional 
suggestions  in  the  conferences  which 
have,  from  time  to  time,  taken  place 
between  their  respective  ministers 
of  foreign  affairs  and  the  represent, 
atives  of  the  United  States  at  the 


-       912,047,286  09 

court  of  France.  Indeed,  the  jus- 
tice  of  large  portions  of  the  claims 
of  our  citizens  has  been  again  and 
again  admitted,  and  sometimes  in 
the  strongest  terms,  i>y  several  of 
the  French  ministers  of  foreign  at' 
fairs,  since  the  year  1816,  when  the 
subject  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  present  government  of  France 
by  Mr.  Gallatin.  The  Feportamade 
to  this  department  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
and  Mr.  Brown,  of  which  copies 
will  be  found  among  the  papers  of 
t])e  legation,  will  supply  you  with 
information  as  to  the  extent  and  char- 
acter of  those  admissions,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  deemed  unnecessary  tore- 
peat  them  here.  Among  the  French 
ministers  who  have,  at  times,  evin- 
ced a  desire  to  consult  the  hcNaour 
of  that  government,  and  the  true  in- 
terests of  France,  by  admitting  the 
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justice  of  our  claimst  and  by  a  dis-  ron  de  Damas,  between  an  unwiir- 
position  to  contribute  to  their  adjust*  ingness  to  commit  this  government 
menty  will  be  found  the  respectable  by  an  explicit  denial  of  the  validity 
fiames  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  of  our  claims,  and  the  difficulty  of 
Viscount  de  Montmorency,  Mr.  de  still  further  delaying  their  adjust- 
Viliele,  and  Count  de  la  Ferron-  ment  without  doing  so,  is  very  djs- 
nays.  cernible  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Brown 

It  IB  worthy  of  observation,  that  ofthe  11th  November.  To  extricate 
those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  himself  from  this  embarrassment,  he 
the  management  of  the  foreign  rela-  commences  by  denying  what  had 
tions  of  France  since  the  restoration,  not  been  affirmed,  viz.  that  the  king 
have  studiously  avoided  committing  of  France,  on  re-ascending  the 
the  honour  of  their  government,  by  throne,  had  taken  upon  himself  the 
a  distinct  denial  either  of  the  justice  engagement  to  satisfy  all  the  char- 
of  our  claims  or  their  binding  ebli-  ges  imposed  upon  him  as  indemnity 
gation  upon  the  present  govern-  for  the  acts  of  violence  of  the  usurp, 
ment,  in  their  official  communica-  ing  government,  and  concludes  by 
tions.  The  only  instances  which  convertinga  distinct,  unvarying,  and 
may  be  claimed  as  exceptions,  are,  definitive  denial,  on  our  pcirt,  of  their 
the  letter  of  Baron  Louis,  minister  claims  under  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
of  France,  to  Mr.  Parish,  (a  claim-  into  an  appearance  of  a  belief  that  it 
ant,)  of  the  22d  May,  1810,  and  one  would  be  difficult  for  our  government 
from  the  Baron  de  Damas  to  Mr.  to  admU  thentf  for  the  purpose  of 
drown,  of  the  11th  of  November,  enabling  himself  to  say  that  the 
1625.  These  militate  but  slightly,  king's  government  finds  itself  autho- 
if  they  do  at  all,  against  the  truth  rized  to  express  a  similar  opinion, 
of  the  position  I  have  advanced.  That  such  were  the  feelings  und^r 
The  letter  of  Baron  Louis  was  not  which  his  letter  was  written,  and 
4he  act  of  the  French  government,  such  its  designs,  is  plainly  to  be  in- 
It  was  not  addressed  to  this  govern-  ferred  from  its  contents, 
ment,  but  in  the  form  of  an  answer  But  although  such  has  been  the 
to  a  private  application  in  behalf  of  course  of  the  French  government 
one  of  our  citizens.  Viscount  de  in  its  official  communications  with 
Montmorency,  whilst  minister  of  fo-  this,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  her 
reign  affairs,  expressed  his  regret  public  functionaries  have  repeated- 
to  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  such  an  objec-  ly,  in  their  informal  conferences, 
iioQ  as  that  raised  by  Baron  Louis  attempted  to  weaken,  if  not  wholly 
had  been  made ;  and  Mr.  de  Villele,  to  impeach,  the  justice  ofthe  claims 
whilst  in  the  department  of  finances,  of  our  citizens.  A  critical  exami- 
appeared,  in  an  interview  whh  Mr.  nation  of  the  reports  which  have, 
Uallatin,  (whk^h  was  had  by  the  from  time  to  time,  been  made  to 
permissionof  the  minister  of  foreign  this  department  by  our  ministers 
Affairs,  Viscount  de  Montmorency,)  in  France,  so  far  as  they  bear  upon 
to  be  satisfied,  from  an  inspection  of  this  point,  is  recommended  to  you. 
the  papers  in  his  department,  and  It  will  show  you  that  the  views  of 
'  without  having  read  Mr.  Gallatin's  the  French  government,  in  relation 
aj^ument,  that  oar  claims  were  just,  to  our  claims,  have  not  been  as 
and  that  the  ground  assumed  by  fiivourable  as  the  published  corres- 
Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to  Mp.  pondence  would  induce  you  to  sup. 
Parish,  was  untenable.  pose.     This  arises  from  the  sup. 

The  struggle  in  the  mind  of  Ba-    pression,  (in  most,  if  not  all,  cases 
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nece8iary»)  of  parts  of  the  corret-  I  shall  only  touch  up(m  a  few  of  tbtf 

pondenoe  of  our  ministers.     It  will  roost  prominent  views  whidi  may 

also  inform  you  of  the  different  be  taken  of  them, 

grounds    taken,    in    resisting  our  The  objection  that  this  i%  oo  the 

claims,   by  the   French  ministers  ;  part  of  this  govemm^it,  the  reviyal 

and  thus  enable  you  to  meet  them  of  ancient  claims  which  have  been 

by  appropriate  leplies,  should  they  heretofore  virtually  abandoned,  is 

be  revived.  unfounded  in  fact,  and  comes  with 

The  objections  alluded  to,  though  an  extremely   bad  grace  from  tb« 

in  some  few  instances  tantamount  to  present  government  of  France, 

a  denial  of  the  validity  of  the  whole  It  appears  abundantly,   from  the 

of  our  claims,  have  been  urged  ra-  correspondence    between  the   two 

ther  in  the  form  of  inducements  to  governments,  that  our  claims  pre- 

dissuade  us  from  insisting  upon  their  vious  to  1805  have  never  been  lost 

satisfaction  at  particular  times,  and  sight  of.    With  respect  to  the  great 

to  their  whole  extent,  than  as  a  po.  mass  of  the  claims,    being  those 

sitive  rejection  of  them  as  unten-  which  grew  out  of  the  French  de» 

able.  crees,  and  accrued  since  1605,  the 

They  will  be  found  to  consist  allegation  is  still  more  strikingly 
chiefly  in  the  following  assump-  ungracious  and  untrue.  The  ra- 
tions, viz.  monstrances  and    applications  for 

1st.  That  they  are  state  claims,  redress  commenced   with  the  ag« 

and  ought  to  have  been  pressed  at  gressions  which  occasioned  them, 

an  earlier  period.  and  kept  pace  with  their  progress. 

2d.  That  we  had  similar  claims  Mr.  Burlow  was  sent  out  soon  after 

upon  England   and   Naples ;  and,  their  termination,  with  special  in« 

not     having   enforced     them,    we  structions  to  insist  upon  their  satis* 

ought  not  to  insist  upon  their  satis-  faction.      A   protracted  discussion 

faction  by  France.  of  their  merits  took  place  between 

8d.  That  the  present  government  him  and  the  then  French  govem- 

of  France  is  not  responsible  for  the  ment,  and  we  have  every  reason  to 

acts  of  what  is  called  the  usurping  believe  that  the  terms  of  an  adjust* 

government.  ment  were  concluded  upon  by  faioi» 

4th.  That  our  claims  are  very  which  would  have  secured  redre« 

large,    and  that  their    allowance  for  a  great  portion  of  oar  claim% 

would  be  acknowledging  a  respon.  had  the  consummation  of  the  treaty 

sibility,  on  the    part  of   France,  not  been  prevented  by  his  prenuu 

wh  cb  she  would  not  have  the  abili-  ture  and  lanoented  death.    His  aue> 

ty  to  discharge  ;  and  that,  as  the  cesser,  Mr*  Crawford,  was  enjoined 

European  powers  have  been  satis-  to  make  the  subject  of  our  claims  a 

fied  with  portions  of  their  demands  leading  object  of  his  attention,  and 

only,  and  those  received  upon  prin-  instructed  to  decline  all  negotiation 

ciples  of  compromise,  we  ought  to  with  the  French  government,  if  por* 

do  the  same.    And*  tioos  of  themt  at  least,  were  nol 

5th.  That  there  is  a  distinction  promptly  recognised.    Immedialely 

between  two  classes  of  the  cases  after  the  7estoration»  Uu  Grallatin 

ainco  1805 ;   and  that  for  one  of  was  sent  to  France^  and  the  soU 

thossv  in  particular^  we  have  no  ject  of  our  claims  made  a  pronii> 

ground  of  claim.  nent  point    in   the    afiairs    eooi* 

You  will  have  but  little  difficulty  mitted  to  his  charge.    He  broa|;bt 

in  refuting  objections  so  unfounded,  the  subject  distinctly  to  the  notice 
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•T  the  French  gcnrernment ;   and  were  now  to  prefer  a  claim  againC 

theaixyeanofhis  mission  were  dis-  France  for  the  many  milliona  of 

tinguished  by  the  most  earnest,  able,  which  the  citizens  of  the   United 

and   incessant,   but  entirely  unsuc  States  were  despoiled  by  her  pre- 

oessful,  appeals  to  its  justice.  From  yious  to  the  year   1800,   and  for 

the  period  of  his  return  to  the  pre-  which   no   provision  was  made  by 

sent  day,   tho  subject  has  not  been  the  treaty  of  that  year,  there  might 

suffered  to  sleep,  as  the  archives  of  be  some  analogy  in  the  cases,  and, 

the  legation  will  prove.  consequently,  more  force  in  the  ar- 

This  objection   is  ungracious  on  gument.     Thecharacter  of  Murat's 

the  part  of  the  present  government  domination  in  Naples,  too,  furnishes 

of  France,  because  it  will  appear,  by  a  pretext  to  that  government  to  de. 

their  own  records,  that  Mr.  Galla-  lay  doing  us  justice,  of  which  France 

tin  was  earnestly  solicited,  in  1616,  cannot  avail  herself;  to  say  nothing 

shortly  aller  the  restoration,  not  to  of  the  influence  which  she  herself 

press  the  settlement  of  our  claims  had  in  causing  the  injuries  of  which 

at  that  period,  on   account  of  the  we  complain,   and  the  consequent 

then  distressed    and    embarrassed  impropriety  of  all  attempts  to  sheU 

condition  of  France ;  because,  what-  ter  herself  under  the  cover  of  the 

ever  of  relaxation  took  place,  was  Neapolitan  aggressions, 

in  consequence  of  appeals  to  the  The  alleged   irrcsponsibih'ty    of 

generosity  and  magnanimity  of  this  the  present  government  of  France 

government,  accompanied  by   the  for  the  acts  of  those  which  have 

most  flattering  assurances  of  a  more  preceded  it,  is  matter  of  graver  im- 

fiivourable consideration  under  more  port,  and,  if  it  could   be  sustained, 

auspicious  circumstances ;    and,  fi-  would   be  an  objection  that  would 

Daily,  because  it  is  a  fiict,  (as  will  strike  at  the  root  of  all  our  claims. 

hereafter  be  seen,)  that  all  the  sub-  The   first  consideration  worthy  of 

sequent  delay  has  resulted  from  ob-  notice,  is  the  manner  in  which  this 

stacles  interposed  by  France,  which  widely  operative  doctrine  has  been 

it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  any  advanced  by  France.     It  was  not 

thing  like  a  sincere  desire  to  do  us  until  the  discussion  had  continued 

justice.  for  rising  of  a  year  between  the 

Assuming,  what  should   not  be  Duke  de  Richelieu  and  Mr.  Galla- 

contended,  that  one  nation  can  find  tin,  that    the  former  ventured  to 

its  justification  for  her  disregard  of  broach  a  doctrine  so  flagrantly  un- 

claims  of  admitted  justice  in  a  simi-  just,  and  then  it  was  done  hesita- 

lar  delinquency  on  the  part  of  other  tingly,  and  in  an  informal  confer- 

nations,  still  the  circumstances  of  ence.     To  the  present  day,  not* 

the  difierent  cases  would  not,  in  withstanding  the  >  discussions  upon 

this  instance,  allow  France  to  screen  the  subject  of  our  claims  have  been 

herself  behind  so  ungracious  a  pre-  carried  on  with  no  less  than  eight 

tension-  It  was,  among  other  causes,  difierent  ministers  of  foreign  aflairs, 

for  the  aggressKMis  upon  our  com-  the  principle  has  never  been  dis- 

neroe  under  the  orders  in  council,  tinctly  avowed  in  the  official  com- 

that  the  United  States  made  war  munications  of  the  French  govern- 

upon  Great  Britain;    and,  having  ment     Of  the  extent  to  which  the 

Mgoliated  a  peace  without  stipule-  acting  governments  of  France,  upon 

tioD  lor  indeinnity  in  that  particu-  whose  acts  the  claims  of  our  citizens 

lar,  her  case  is  widely  distinguish-  arc  founded,  were  acquiesced  in  by 

able  &cm  that  of  France.    If  we  the  French  people,   and  recognised 
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bj  other  nations,  it  cannot  be  ne-  plain ;  and  France  will  not,  it  ii 
^oessary  to  say  any  thing.  The  believed,  avow,  even  now,  that  those 
facts  are  familiar  to  you,  are  known  who  came  to  deliver  her  from  op- 
to  the  world,  and  cannot  be  made  pression,  availed  themselves  of  their 
matters  of  contestation.  That  the  power  to  increase  that  oppressioOf 
present  government  of  France  is,  by  making  France  responsible, 
by  the  established  principles  of  pub-  without  rights  for  injuries  which 
lie  law,  responsible  for  those  acts,  they  themselves  had  received  from 
is  not,  at  this  day,  an  open  question  the  same  source.  So  far  from  that 
among  civilized  nations.  The  con-  being  then  supposed  to  be  the  case, 
sequences  of .  an  opposite  doctrine  the  principle  of  indemnity  was  claim- 
would  strike  at  the  root  of  all  con-  ed  by  the  allies,  and  distinctly  ad* 
fidence  in  the  dealings  between  dif-  mitted  by  the  French  plenipoten* 
ferent  nations.  If  a  people  could  tiaries.  Whatever  deducti<H3s  ;tbe 
discharge  itself  of  its  obligations  by  allied  powers  might,  for  various 
changing  a  government  of  its  own  reasons,  see  fit  to  make  from  the 
'establishment,  or  which^t  had  made  amount  of  their  claims,  the  Aict 
legitimate  by  its  acquiescence,  all  that  whatever  was  allowed  was 
tecurity  for  national  transactions  claimed  and  paid  upon  the  avowed 
would  be  at  an  end,  and  one  of  the  and  uncontested  principle  of  the  re- 
greatest  advantages  which  has  sponsibility  of  the  present  govern^ 
been  produced  by  the  lights  of  ci-  ment  of  France  for  the  acts  of  the 
Vilization  and  improvement  defeat-  fonner  government,  is  in  no  sense 
ed.     There  are  no  governments  in  doubtful. 

Europe  to  which  France  could  look        It  is  only  so  far  that  thiese  trans* 

for  countenance  in  maintaining  such  actions  are  entitled  to  a  bearing  up- 

a  doctrine,   for  there  are  none  who  on  the   present  question,  and  that 

have  not  themselves  acted  upon   a  influence  should  be  deemed  oUiga- 

"difierent   principle.     The  doctrine  tory.     Even  with  the  United  States 

■advanced  is  no    less  inconsistent  does  France  act  upon  a  difierent 

with  her  own  conduct.     In  the  in-  principle.      Upon   what    grounds, 

^emnity  made  by  her  to  the  princi-  other  than  that  the  present  govern- 

pal  powers  of  Europe,  in  the  years  ment  succeeds   of  right  to  all  the 

1814  and  1815,  not  only  France,  advantages  secured  to  France  by 

but  all  these  powers,  gave  their  as-  stipulations  made  in  favour  of  the 

^nt  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  former  government,  is  it,  that  her 

the  principle  for  which  the  United  claims  under  the   eighth  article  of 

States  contend.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  the  Louisiana  treaty  are  founded ; 

•that  those  indemnities  we}*e  for  the  and  could  she  allow  herself  to  coo« 

debts  of  the  preceding  government,  tend  that  she  should  be  permitted 

and  not  for  spoliations,  or  to  refer  to  reap  all  the  advantages  accruiog 

ao  the  condition  of  France  at  that  from  the  acts  of  the  preceding  go- 

^riod.     There  were  reasons  of  the  vernment,    without    being  mb^jedf 

most  imperative  character,  to  which  also,  to  the  liabiUties  and  disadvaiip 

it  is  not  necessary  to  make  to  you  tages  flowing  from  the  same  source  ? 

'4»articular  references,  and  which  are  She  has,  also,  in  the  administralioD 

^Ot  applicable  to  the  United  States,  of  her  internal  afiairsy  in  many  » 

why  the  abandonment  of  claims  stances,  and  in  the  nxMt  solMimi 

for  spoliations  on  their  part,  should  manner,  given  her  assent  to  the  oh- 

not  furnish  a  rule  for  the  adjust-  ligatory  character  of  the  acts  to  the 

flaent  of  those  of  which  we  com-  sovereign  authority  for  the  time  be- 
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tng*      Upon  what  other  principle  so  deliberately  made;    hr   there 

have  the  sales  of  the  national  do-  were  inducements  that  entered  into 

mainsy  and  of  the  estates  of  the  emi-  those  arrangements    which   could 

grants*  been  confirmed,  or  the  lat-  not  be  expected  to  operate  on  the 

ter  indemnified  for  the  property  of  present  occasion.  But,  as  has  been 

which  they  had  been  divested  by  a  before  said,   the  cases  are  entire* 

former  goyernment  ?     These  were  ly  dissimilar.  The  aggressions  com- 

two  of  the  most  important  acts  of  plained  of  by  them,  were  bellige* 

the  existing  govemmenty  and  both  rent  acts  committed  in  a  time  of 

find  their  justification  in  the  same  open  war,  for  which,  by  the  law  pf 

priooiple.  nations,  the  aggressor  was  not  bound 

The  president  is  not  insensible  to  make  remuneration.  Those  of 
to  the  considerations  of  delicacy  the  United  States  were  of  a  direct- 
that  helong  to  the  subject,  and  ly  opposite  character,  and,  of  course^ 
whish  grow  out  of  past  tr^nsac-  subject  to  very  different  rules. 
tions,  in  which  the  present  reigning  The  extent  of  our  claims,  the 
&mily  of  France  have  been  made  hardship  of  the  case  in  consequence 
to  suffer  by  the  same  power  against  of  the  change  of  government  in 
whoae  acts  we  now  call  upon  them  France,  the  amounts  which  she  haa 
to  indemnify  us ;  nor  is  he  unwilling  already  paid,  and  her  ability  to  meet 
to  give  to  that  circumstance  all  al-  them  with  convenience  to  herself, 
lomhle  influence.  If  entitled  to  if  entitled  to  weight,  can  only  be 
any  weight  at  all,  it  can  only  be  as  taken  into  consideration  in  fixing 
to  the  amount  of  remuneration  up.  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
on  which  the  United  States  should  made. 

insist ;  for  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  In  almost  all  the  discussions  and 

that,  in  respect  to  them  also,  the  conferences  which  have  taken  place 

doctrine  contended  against  has  bear-  between  the  ministers  of  the  two 

ings  steering  wide  of,  and  of  infi-  governments,  a  distinction  has  been 

nitely  greater  importance  than  the  attempted  between  that  portion  of 

subject    under    discussion.      The  our  claims  which  is  for  property 

same  principle  which  would  exone«  that  never  was  condemned,  and  for 

rate  France  from  her  liability  for  that  which  has  actually  been  con- 

the  claims  in  question,  could,  with  fiscated.     The  first  embraces  ves- 

equal  propriety,  be  made  hereafter  sels  burnt  at  sea,  and  those  which 

thA  pretext  for  questioning  our  title  have  been  sequestered  by  order  of 

to  territories  which  constitute  two  the  government,  without  any  con-i 

of  the  sovereign  states  which  com-  demnation  or  final  decision,  and  the 

poae  this  confederacy.  proceeds   deposited  in    the  caisse 

There  is  no  good  reason  to  appro-  d'amortissement.     For  these  twc^ 

hend  that  the  allowance  of  our  classes  of  claims,  the  French  gOn 

claims  by  France,  would  revive  si-  vemment  has  repeatedly  shown  it- 

milar,  but  dormant  claims  on  the  self  disposed  to  make  compensation^ 

part  of  European  powers.     Their  and  it  is  not  expected  that  you  wil( 

claims  have  been  adjusted   upon  be  troubled  with  much  discussion 

terma  which  have  received  their  in  regard  to  them.     They  admit  of 

fullest  sanction,  and,  even  if  the  oases  but  one  reply,  save  that  of  their  aa- 

were  similar,  a  present  allowance  tisfaction,  and  that  is,  an  obstinate 

to  the  United  States  would  not  fur.  and  indiscriminate  determination  to 

iiish  ground  for  an  application  to  refuse  to  do  us  justioe. 

open  settlements  so  solemnly  and  The  grounds  relied  upon  by  the 
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French  goyenuneDt  to  defeat  the  of  a  treaty  stipulation  between  her 
other  class  of  cases  is  wholly  unte-  and  the  United  States  in  1794. 
nabie.  The  decrees  of  France  out  That  claims  so  well  ibundedt  ao 
of  which  those  claims  have  arisen,  promptly  asserted,  and  assiduously 
were,  in  themselves,  a  violation  of  prosecuted,  should  remain  to  this 
the  established  law  of  nations ;  and,  day  unredressed,  is  a  matter  of  sur« 
as  such,  no  condemnation  under  prise  and  regret,  and  gives  interest 
them  could  justify  the  seizures  that  to  a  review  of  the  causes  by  which 
had  been  made,  nor  exonerate  the  such  injurious  and  unjustifiaUedelaj 
government  from  its  liability  to  has  been  produced.  It  is  unfortu- 
make  indemnity  whenever  the  pe-  nately  too  true,  that,  in  the  reasons 
riod  should  arrive  in  which  acts  which  have  from  time  to  time  been 
of  unmeasured  and  inexcusable  ag-  assigned  for  procrastination  on  the 
gression  gave  way  to  a  just  con-  part  of  the  French  government,  will 
sideration  of  private  rights,  and  a  be  found  too  much  ground  for  infer- 
respect  for  public  law.  So  fiir  as  ring  a  settled  indisposition,  on  its 
it  respects  all  seizures  prior  to  the  part,  to  come  to  a  just  and  liberal 
31st  of  July,  1809,  (the  period  at  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  differ- 
which  the  treaty  of  1800  tormina-  ence  between  the  two  countries. 
ted,)  they  were  in  direct  contraven-  Nothing  is  farther  from  the  wishes 
tion  to  that  treaty*  But  even  ad-  of  the  president,  than  a  desire  toin* 
mitting  that  France  had  a  right  to  crease  the  asperities  already  existing 
issue  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  by  an  indulgence  in  unprofitable  in- 
the  manner  of  their  execution  was,  vectives ;  but  to  say  less  than  this 
in  most  cases,  such  as  to  sustain  the  might  with  much  propriety  be  re- 
claims that  are  now  presented,  garded  as  evincing  a  want  of  proper 
Several  confiscations  were  made  by  sensibility  to  the  violated  rights  and 
«<  imperial  decisions,"  without  pre-  unmerited  sufferings  of  our  citizens, 
vious  trial  or  condemnation,  in  direct  In  the  early  stages  of  Mr.  Gal- 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  latin's  mission,  as  has  been  already 
of  the  treaty  of  1800,  limiting  to  stated,  the  consideration  of  our 
prize  courts  the  cognizance  of  such  claims  was  deferred  on  the  express 
cases.  Some  of  the  decisions  of  the  ground  of  the  embarrassments  of 
council  of  prizes  had  been  made  France,  and  under  assurances  of 
without  the  forms  prescribed  by  future  redress,  which  might  well  be 
law.  The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  regarded  as  precluding  all  appre- 
Milan  were  made  to  have  a  retro-  hension  of  an  ultimate  rejection.  It 
spective  operation.  Forty-eight  ves-  is  not  the  least  among  our  causes  of 
sels  and  cargoes,  previously  captu-  mortification  and  complaint,  that  the 
red,  were  condemned  subsequently  delay  thus  created  should  aflerwards 
to  their  revocation;  and  several  be  urged  as  an  evidence  of  a  waiv. 
vessels,  captured  afler  the  revoca-  er  of  the  claims  in  question.  When 
tion,  were  condemned  on  frivolous  France,  by  the  force  of  her  almost 
pretences.  unequalled  resources,  had  redressed 
These,  and  other  considerations,  herself  and  recovered  her  former 
constitute  just  grounds  for  the  revi-  prosperity,  her  attention  was  again 
sion  of  the  condemnations  that  were  called  to  the  subject.  The  existence 
made  under  the  circumstances  refer-  of  commercial  difficulties  between 
red  to ;  a  course  by  no  means  novel,  the  two  countries  was  next  assigned 
authorized  by  the  practice  of  Eng-  as  a  ground  for  further  delay--4ho 
land,andwhich  was  made  the  subject  propriety  of  attending  to  national 
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in  preference  to  individual  interests  a  note  to  Mr.  de  Villele,  reminded 
aftrongly  urged,  accompanied  with  him  of  the  conclusion  of  the  negotia- 
assurances  on  the  part  of  the  then  tion  at  Washington,  and  of  the  pro- 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  that,  after  mise  of  the  French  government  to 
those  were  arranged  France  would  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  our 
Ao^fen  to  an  adjustment  of  the  sub-  claims  as  soon  as  that  measure  should 
ject  of  our  claims.  By  objections  have  been  accomplished.  Mr.  de 
raised  to  the  commercial  convention,  Villele,  in  reply,  expressed  his  rea- 
which  experience  has  shown  to  have  diness  to  open  a  negotiation  upon  all 
been  unreasonable  and  unwise,  that  the  remaining  subjects  of  diiference 
negotiation  was  protracted  until  June,  between  the  United  States  and 
1822,  and  thus  a  delay  in  the  exami-  France,  which  he  describes  to  be 
nationof  the  subject  of  our  claims  for  the  claims  of  Americans  against 
several  years  effected.  Immediately  France  for  spoliations,  and  those  of 
after  the  conclusion  of  that  treaty,  the  France  against  the  United  States  on 
French  government  was  again  invi-  account  of  the  Beaumarchais  claim, 
ted  to  open  a  negotiation  upon  the  and  particularly  her  claim  under  the 
subject  of  our  claims,  when  she  in-  eight  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
terposed  her  pretensions  under  the  ty ;  and  desired  to  know  whether 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea-  Mr.  Gallatin  had  authority  to  con- 
ty,  and  insisted  upon  making  it  a  elude  an  arrangement  upon  those 
branch  of  the  same  negotiation,  points.  Mr.  Gallatin  declared  that 
That  the  United  States  would  ever  his  authority  extended  to  discuss  the 
acquiesce  in  the  construction  put  right  of  France  to  a  claim  under  the 
upon  that  treaty  by  France,  could  Louisiana  treaty,  but  not  to  con- 
hardly  have  been  expected  by  her.  elude  an  arrangement  upon  that 
Its  assertion,  together  with  an  un-  point ;  stated  the  expectation  of  his 
yielding  determination  to  mingle  its  government  that  those  subjects  would 
discussion  with  the  entirely  dissimi-  be  kept  separate,  and  expressed  his 
lar  subject  of  private  and  incontest-  readiness  to  enter  upon  a  final  ne- 
able  rights,  has  had  the  effect  not  gotiation  of  the  other  matters  in  dif- 
only  to  defeat  the  adjustment  of  our  ference.  Mr.  de  Villele,  in  reply, 
claims  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  insisted  upon  including  all  the  sub- 
but  has  also  hitherto  prevented  all  jects.  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  hav- 
negotiation  upon  the  subject-  That  ing  succeeded  Mr.  de  Villele,  Mr. 
it  never  should  have  been  suffered  Gallatin,  before  he  left  France,  ad- 
to  defeat  the  satisfaction  of  the  just  dressed  a  note  to  him,  complaining 
demands  of  our  citizens,  is  certain;  of  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  de 
how  far  it  ought  to  have  been  allow. '  Villele  in  insisting  upon  connecting 
ed  to  produce  the  latter  result,  is  the  two  subjects  in  one  negotiation, 
another  question.  Of  this,  a  fuller  and  assigning  his  reasons  why  they 
notice  shall  be  hereafter  taken.  It  ought  to  be  separated,  and  why  he 
is,  in  the  first  instance,  important  would  regard  a  perseverance  in  that 
that  you  should  be  fully  and  dis-  course  as  tantamount  to  an  indefi- 
tinctly  apprized  oftheeflTects  already  nite  postponement  of  the  American 
produced  by  the  interposition  of  this  claims. 

claim,  and  the  positions  which  have  Mr.  Sheldon  was  informed  by  Mr. 

from  time  to  time  been  occupied  by  Chateaubriand,  afler  Mr.  Grallatin's 

the  respective  governments  in  refer-  departure,  of  the  readiness^  of  the 

cnce  to  that  matter.  French  Government  to  open  a  ne- 

In  August,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  gotiation  upon  both  points,  and  of 
W 
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the  reasons  for  insisting  upon  the  his  government  had  therefore  reserr' 
propriety  of  so  doing.  Count  de  ed  it  for  future  consideration,  but 
Menou  was  also  instructed  to  com-  had  never  abandoned  it ;  that  it  was 
municate  the  regrets  of  Mr.  de  Cha-  for  this  reason  that  his  predecessors 
teaubriand  that  Mr.  Gallatin  had  had  desired  to  embrace  it  in  the  ne* 
not  been  provided  with  the  necessa-  gotiations,  and  that  he  was  autho- 
ry  powers  to  carry  on  the  twofold  rized  to  open  one  with  Mr.  Brown 
negotiation;  that  he  would  be  ready  upon  that  and  all  other  points  of  dif* 
to  conunence  it  with  Mr*  Gallatin  if  ference  between  the  two  govern- 
he  should  return  with  such  powers,  ments ;  but  that  they  could  not  con* 
or  with  Mr.  Bheldon,  if  his  govern,  sent  to  waive  the  subject  of  their 
ment  should  think  proper  to  author-  claims  under  the  Louisiana  treaty 
ize  him  to  that  effect  This  was  in  the  proposed  negotiation, 
communicated  in  July,  1823,  to  our  After  the  succession  of  Baron  de 
government,  and  Count  de  Menou  Damas  to  the  ofRce  of  minister  of 
informed  by  Mr.  Adams  that  this  was  foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Brown,  in  Octo- 
govemment  would  never  consent  to  her,  1824,  placed  before  him  his 
connect  the  two  subjects  in  the  same  correspondence  with  Mr.  Chateau- 
negotiation.  This  correspondence  briand  ;  informed  him  that  any  just 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  the  claims  which  French  subjects  might 
views  of  this  government  in  that  re-  have  upon  the  United  States,  might 
spect  repeated  to  the  French  minis-  be  embraced  in  the  negotiation ;  but 
ter  of  foreign  affairs,  who,  in  a  ver-  the  question  under  the  Louisiana 
bal  conference  with  Mr.  Sheldon,  treaty,  being  one  of  a  different  cha- 
reasserted  the  grounds  the  French  racter,  could  not  be  blended  with 
government  had  taken,  and  the  rea-  that  of  claims  for  indemnity  ;  but 
sons  for  it.  avowed  his  readiness  to  continue 
Mr.  Brown  was  sent  out  early  in  the  discussion  upon  the  subject,  if  it 
1824.     He  was  instructed  to  call  was  desired. 

the  immediate  attention  of  the  French  In  November,  1825,  Baron  de 
government  to  the  subject  of  our  Damas  replied,  and  after  denying 
claims,  but  to  inform  them,  prelimi-  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  in 
narily  and  distinctly,  that  we  could  not  the  form  already  stated,  a  denial 
consent  to  make  the  two  matters  the  which  there  is  every  reason  to  he- 
subject  of  the  same  negotiation.  Mr.  lieve  was  called  out  by  the  emphatic 
Brown,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1824,  manner  in  which  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
communicated  the  views  of  this  go-  note  to  Count  de  Menou,  had  insist- 
vemment  to  that  of  France,  and  re-  ed  upon  the  fact  that  our  claims 
quested  the  commencement  of  a  ne-  had  never  been  controverted  by 
gotiation  upon  all  the  subjects  of  dif-  Frapce,  and  declared  that  the  French 
nrence^  except  the  construction  of  government  would  never  consent  to 
the  Louisiana  treaty.  He  was  in-  enter  into  negotiation  on  Americaa 
formed  by  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand,  claims,  unless  that  negotiation  should 
on  the  7di  of  May,  that  the  excepted  equally  comprise  the  French  claims, 
French  claim  had  been  presented  and  particularly  the  arrangement  to 
during  the  negotiation  of  the  con-  be  adopted  as  to  the  execution  of  the 
vention  of  1822 ;  that,  the  plenipo-  eighth  article  ofthe  Louisiana  treaty* 
tentiaries  having  differed  upon  that  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was 
subject,  it  was  not  insisted  on,  in  nuide,  on  the  part  of  this  govem- 
order  not  to  impede  the  settlement  ment,  in  the  year  1827,  to  extricate 
oftheconomercial  difficulties;  that  the  negotiation  from  this  preliminary 
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embarrassment,  by  an  offer  to  sub-  pediency  of  separating  the  two  sub. 
mit  the  question  upon  the  construe  jects,  if  that  can  be  done  ;  but  he 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  to  arbi-  does  not  find,  in  the  circumstances 
tration;  but  the  offer  was  not  ac-  of  the  case,  any  consideration  suffix 
cepted  by  France,  as  will  be  more  ciently  imposing  to  justify  a  refusal 
particularly  stated  hereafter.  The  to  negotiate,  unless  our  wishes  in 
relative  positions  of  the  two  govern-  that  respect  are  complied  with, 
ments  have  undergone  no  material  His  instructions  to  you,  therefore, 
change  from  the  period  of  their  res-  are,  that  an  earnest  attempt  be  first 
pective  declarations,  in  regard  to  made  to  induce  the  French  govern- 
the  admission  on  the  one  side,  and  ment  to  open  a  negotiation  upon  the 
exclusion  on  the  other,  of  the  ques-  principles  advocat^  by  the  late  ad- 
tion  arising  upon  the  Louisiana  trea-  ministration  of  this  government,  but 
ty,  each  insisting  upon  its  demand  that,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  pro- 
as a  sike  qua  non  to  the  commence-  duce  that  result,  you  shall  agree  to 
ment  of  any  negotiation.  In  scve-  one  embracing  all  matters  in  differ- 
ral  conferences  between  Mr.  Brown  ence  between  the  two  countries.  It 
and  the  Count  de  la  Ferronnays,  is  not  believed  that  other  than  infor- 
during  the  short  period  that  the  lat-  mal  conferences  will  be  necessary 
ter  was  Minister  of  foreign  aOTairs,  to  satisfy  yourself  on  the  first  point, 
he  evineed  very  liberal  and  friendly  Should,  you,  however,  find  it  other- 
views,  but  did  not  commit  his  go-  wise,  you  will  pursue  such  course 
vemment  upon  any  point.  Since  as  may  seem  to  you  best  adapted  to 
that  time  nothing  has  been  done.  effect  the  object  in  view. 

The  views  of  France  could  not  It  will  be  your  special  duty  to  see 
have  been  better  served  than  by  the  that  the  change  of  the  present  posi- 
posture  of  affairs  since  1822.  By  it  tions  of  the  two  governments  be  ef. 
they  have  been  enabled  to  avoid  as  fected  in  such  a  form  as  not  to  corn- 
well  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  mit  this  upon  the  claims  set  up  by 
as  the  necessity  of  giving  to  them  France  under  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
a  direct  and  definite  rejection,  and  to  The  apprehension  appears  to  have 
draw  the  discussions  between  the  been  that,  by  consenting  to  nego- 
two  governments,  from  the  merits  of  tiate  upon  that  subject,  we  would 
the  respective  claims,  to  the  forms  admit  the  construction  set  up  by 
of  the  negotiation  for  their  adjust-  France,  and  thus  bring  the  question 
ment.  In  this,  however  wrong  her  down  to  one  as  to  the  extent  of  in- 
government  may  be  in  its  position,  demnity  only. 
France  is,  nevertheless,  a  great  The  Baron  de  Damas,  in  his  let- 
gainer,  ter  to  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  11th  No- 

It  will  be  your  first  business  to  vember,  1825,  says:  "It  were  er- 

endeavour  to  relieve  the  future  dis-  roneous  to  believe  that  the  consent 

cussion   from  the   embarrassments  to  negotiate  implied  an  acknowledg- 

that  have   resulted   from  the  past ;  ment  of  the  validity  of  those  (the 

and  to  do  this  without   committing  American)  claims.     Had  this  vali- 

your  government  upon  a  point  which  dity  been  acknowledged,  no  negotia- 

it  can  never  yield,  or  justifying  ex-  tion   would   have  been   necessary, 

pectations  which  cannot  be  realized,  and  the  only  question  would  have 

will  not  be  the  least  delicate  or  dif-  been  touching  their  liquidation.     It 

ficult  portion  of  your  official  duties,  is  in  order  to  discuss  the  rights  of  the 

The  president  concurs  in  the  ex-  American  claims  that  the  king's  go. 
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vernment  has  declared  its  readiness    1816,  making  allowances  and  pro* 
to  enter  into  communication   with    vision  for  such  claims  as  are  upoa 

the  federal  government,"  6lc,  the  schedules  now  delivered  to  you^ 
The  application  of  these  views  to    and  which  were  not  embraced  by 
the  opening  of  your  negotiation  with    that  letter. 

the  French  government,  will  effect        If  the  French  government  again 
all  the  just  objects  of  both  parties,    interposes  its  pretensions  under  the 
Our  claims    upon    France   do  not    eighth  aiticle  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
stand  in  need  of  any  aid  from  infer-    ty,  you  will  place  before  it  a  brief 
Qoces  and  deductions  which  may  be    but  explicit   and    full    view  of  the 
supplied  by  the  forms  of  negotiation:  grounds   upon   which   this  govern- 
no  such   assistance  is  desired,  nor  ment  cannot  concur  in  the  construc- 
can  we  consent  to  give  any  advan-  tion  claimed  by  France, 
tage  to  her  in  that  respect.     What-  •     The  discussions  which  have   al- 
ever  may  be  considered  to  be  the  ready  taken  place  between  the  two 
principlesof  diplomacy  upon  a  simi-  governments    upon  this  point,  and 
lar  point,  they  must  at  all  times  be  which  are  of  great  length,  are  here- 
subservient  to  the   declared    views  with  delivered  to  you.  The  matter  is, 
and  explanation  of  the  pai*ties.     In  in  our  estimation,  so  plain,  and  sus- 
making  such  as  you  may  deem  re-  ceptiblc  of  such  simple  and  easy  de- 
quisite  on  the  occasion,  you  will  be  monstration,  that  it  cannot,  it  is  sup. 
careful,  whilst  you  preclude  the  in-  posed,  be  necessary  that  you  should 
ference  alluded  to,  to  avoid  a  form  encumber  the  discussion  by  drawing 
of  expression  which  will  show  on  its  into  it  many  considerations,  which, 
face,  that  our  consent  to  the  negotia-  though    in  themselves  proper,   are 
lion,  in  the  mode  proposed,  is  merely  not  necessary  to  the  vindication  of 
formal.    Such  is  not  the  case.    Our  the  ground  we  take,  and  seem  only 
desire  is  to  bring  the  two   govern-  to  furnish    food  for  collateral  and 
ments,  if  possible,  to  a  happy  and  protracted  debate.     It  is  only   by 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  all   the  losing  sight   of  the  words  of  the 
points  of  collision,  but,  at  all  events,  treaty  by  the  means   of  desuhory 
to  an  intelligible  and  difinitive  ex-  discussion  upon  abstract  points,  that 
pression  of  their  respective  determi-  the  truth  of  our  construction  can  be 
nations ;  so  that  one  or  the  other  of  for  a   moment  obscured.     France 
these  results  be  effected,  we  are  in-  desires   privileges   in  the   ports  of 
different  as  to  the  form  of  negotia-  Louisiana  on  the  ground  that  these 
tion   through   which  it  is  to  be  cp-  privileges  are   granted  as  Javours 
preached.  to  other  nations,  and  that  she  is  en- 
In    the   negotiation    thus    com-  titled,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the 
menced,  you  will  exhibit  the  claims  cession  treaty  to  an  equal  participa- 
of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  our  tion  of  privileges  with  the  most  fa- 
citizens,  in  such  form  as  you  may  voured  nation  ;  whilst  the  truth  is, 
deem  best  calculated  to  possess  the  that  the  privileges   she  claims  are 
French  government  fully   of  their  not  granted  by  the   United  States 
character  and  extent.  If  they  agree  as  SLjavour  to  any  nation,  but  are 
to  make  Indemnity,  you  are  author-  the   result  of  purchase  by  the  ren- 
ized  to  adopt  the  mode  of  liquida-  dition   of  an  equivalent.      France 
tion  and  adjustment,  and  the  terms  asserts  her  right  to    **  be  treated 
of  payment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Gal-  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  fa- 
latin  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  de  voured   nation,"   in    the    ports   of 
Richelieu,   of  the   9th  November,  Louisiana,    and   she    insists   upon 
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a  practical  exercise  of  that  right,  to  him  from  this  department  will 

which    would  place  her    upon    a  apprize  you  of  the  particulars  of 

« footing"  essentially,  and  to  the  the   proposed  plan.     The  proposi- 

United  States  injuriously,   different  tion  was  formally  submitted  to  the 

from  that  of  any  other  nation.    She  French  government,  but  has  never 

invokes  to  her  aid  the  memorial  received   an   official   and  definitive 

presented  by  Mr.  Livingston  to  the  answer  from  it.     Baron  de  Damas 

first  consul  for  an  object  confessed-  declared  to  Mr.  Brown  that  he  did 

ly,  and  to  every  fair  intent,   mate-  not  believe   it  would  be  satisfactory 

rially  different,  and  seeks   through  to  them,  or  productive  of  much  good. 

its  means    to  induce  the    United  He   inquired   whether  our  govern* 

Stetes  to  acquiesce  in  a  construe-  ment  would  include  the  subject  of 

tion   which   is  shown   by  their  ar-  claims  in  the  same  arbitration  ?  and, 

chives  to   be  contrary  to  the  in-  on  being  asked  whether  they  would 

tentions  of  their   plenipotentiaries.  ■  desire  such  an  arrangement  on  their 

If  she  inquires,   what  then  was  the  part,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  be- 

object  of  the  article,  and  what  right  lieve   that,    even  in    that  fi>rm,  it 

does  it  secure  to  France  ?  the  an-  would  be  acceptable, 
swer  is  obvious :    It  was  to  give  to        Should  the  subject   of  the   arbi- 

France  privileges  in   the   ports   of  tration   be    again    brought    under 

Louisiana  greater   in  duration,  but  consideration,  you  are  instructed  to 

more  restricted  in  their  kind,  than  repeat  the  offer  in  the  same  general 

those  secured  for  a  limited  period  to  terms    that  it   was    made  by  Mr. 

France  and  Spain,  by  the  seventh  Brown.     But  whatever  is  said   or 

article :  and  the  rights  secured  to  done  upon   this   subject,   you   will 

France  by  the  eighth  article  is  an  have  constantly  in  view   that  the 

obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  president  cannot  consent  to  submit 

States   to  make   with  France  any  the    permanent   operation    of    the 

compact  in  favour  of  commerce,  in  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 

reference  to  the  ports  in  question,  ty,  nor  the  subject  of  our  claims,  to 

which  they    might,   at   any    time  arbitrament. 

thereafter,    make   with   any  other        As  a  means  for  obtaining  redress 

nation.     This,  as  to  all  the  rest  of  for  the  extensive  claims  of  our  citi- 

the  world,  is  optional  on  the  part  of  zens,  and  in  the  full  confidence  that 

the  United  Slates,  but,  when  once  the  United  States  are  clearly  right 

made  with  any  nation,  its  extension  in  their  construction,   he  will  con- 

to  France  became  a  matter  of  right  sent  to  abide  by  the  offer  of  the  late 

in  those  ports.  administration,   as    first    proposed, 

Mr.  Brown  was  instructed  by  the  but  not  to  the  extension  of  it.    The 

late  administration  to  propose  a  sub-  consequences  that  might  result  from 

mission  of  the  question  to  arbitra-  an  erroneous  decision  in  the  former 

tion,  first,  to  a  limited  extent,  viz.  case,  would  only  be  a  certain  and 

so  as  to  embrace  the  French  claim  limited  allowance  by  way  of  remu- 

for  remuneration  only,  but  he  was  neration  for  duties  received   by  the 

subsequently   authorized  to   agree  United  States,  to  be  deducted  from 

to  it  in  such  a  form  as  to  cover  the  the  claims  of  our  citizens,    but    in 

entire  claim  of  France,  including,  the  latter  it  would  be  of  a  far  more 

of    course,    the    true  construction  extensive    and    serious    operation, 
and  permanent  operation  of  the  con-        The  claim  by  France,  of  perma- 

tested  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea-  nent  commercial  privileges  in  the 

ty.     The  several  communications  ports  of  Louisiana,  without  an  equi- 


174>  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1883--33; 

He  haf>  however,  DO  desire  nearer  self;  and,  also,  that  a  aegotiatiDtf 

his  heart  than  that  of  preserving-  the  has  actually  commenced   upon  the 

most  harmonious  relations  with  all  subject  of  claims.     This  declaim- 

the  world,  but  particularly  with  his  tion,  and  the  subsequent   course  of 

majesty  the  king  <^  France,  who,  the  prince,  do  justice  to  the  occa-r 

with  hi9  throne,  has,  it  is  confident-  ston,   and  are  worthy  of  the  higb 

ly  believed,  inherited  the  liberality  source  from  which  they  have  ema- 

and  love  of  justice  which    distin-  nated.     Although  the  contents  of 

guished   his  august  ancestor,    the  your  despatch  might  well   be  re^ 

early  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  garded  as  rendering  the  preceding 

States.     It  was  to  enable  the  pre-  letter  unnecessary,  I  am,  neverthe- 

sident    more   certainly    to    obtain  lesff,   directed   by   the  president  to 

the  fulfilment  of  this  first  wish  of  transmit  it  as  additional  evidence  of 

his  heart,  that  he  called  the  nation-  his  diesire  that  the  negotiation  should 

al  attention,  in  a  spirit  of  regret  and  be  conducted  with  the  most  scrupu^ 

apprehension,  to  the  possible  con-  Ibus  regard  to  the  personal  feelings 

sequences  of  a  protracted  continu-  of  his  majesty  the  king  ofFrance.- 

ance  of  the  present  untoward  state  The  president  is  not  insensible  to  the 

of  things.     A  brave  and  generous  impressions  which  the  circumstances 

mind  never  assumes  an  attitude  of  under  which  the  claims  of  our  citx. 

menace  as  long  as  any  thing  can  zens  accrued,    are  calculated  tc 

be  hoped  from  a  love  of  justice,  make  upon  the  mind  of  his  majesty,, 

and  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  others,  and  will,  at  all  times,  be  found  wilU 

On  neither  of  these,  as  motives  on  ing  to  meet  the  advances  of  hiar 

the  part  of  his  most  Christian  ma-  majesty's  government  by  every  coo* 

jesty  to  a  fair  adjustment  of  this  cession  which,  upon  the  most  libe- 

fruitful  source  of  misunderstanding  ral  view  of  the  subject,  can  with* 

between  the  two  countries,  has  the  justice  be  regarded  as  reconcileable 

president  ever  entertained  a  doubt,  with  his  official  duty. 

I  m,  sir.  The  declaration  of   the  prince' 

With  great  respect,  upon  certain  points  of  the  matters  in 

Your  obedient  servant,  contestation,    although    felling  fer 

M.  VAN  BUREN.  short  of  the  just  expectations  of  this- 

William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  government,  are,  nevertheless, grati- 

Envoy    Extraordinary    and  fying  to  the  president,  as-  affording 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  strong  evidence  of  a  sincere  desire 

United  States  to  France.yi  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  respect  the  just  rights  of 

P.  S.  Afler  the   preceding  was  our  citizens,  and  relieve  the  relations 

prepared,  and  at  the  moment  of  its  between  the  two  countries  from  the 

transmission,  I  received  your  des-  balefiil  influence  ofthis  old  and  vexa^ 

patch   No.  15,  by  which   I  am  in-  tious  subject  of  difierence.     If  these 

formed  that  the  impression  Prince  enlightened  and  just  views  can  be 

Polignac  had  received  in  regard  to  brought  to  a  suceessfiil  and  satis- 

Ihat  part  of  the  president's  message  fectory  termination,   we  may  with 

wbich  forms  the  principal  subject  confidence  anticipate  the  happiest 

of  this  communication,   had  yield-  results  from  the  future  interoouiwr 

ed  to  a  more  accurate  examination  between  the  two  nations, 
of  that  document  by  the  prince  him-  M.  V.  B.. 
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Mr.  Van  Buren  io  Mr.  Rives. 

Department  of  State,  Other  matters,  however  pressing  or 

Wa«hiDglon,  20th  April,  3830.  important ;    but  your  despatch  No, 

JBir,  16y  received  a  few  days  afterwards, 

YouB  despatches,  Nos.  15  and  16,  relieved  us  from   all  anxiety  upon 

lOf  the  16th  and  25th  of  February,  this  score,  by  the  information  which 

were   received  on  the  dd  and   10th  it  brought  of  the  recovery  of  that 

'Of  this  month,  and  have  been  sub-  minister,  though  it  would  have  been 

mitted  to  the   president.     He  was  still  more  gratifying  if  it  had  been 

imrticularly  gratified    in    learning  accompanied  by  intelligence  that  the 

from  the  first,  that  the  repugnance  negotiation  had  been  resumed  on  his 

4)f  the  French  government,  hereto-  part. 

ifi>re  exemplified  in  reference  to  all  The  project  ef  a  convention  pre- 

ibrmer  attempts  on  the  part  of  this,  pared  by  yourself,  and  enclosed  in 

lo  enter  into  a  negotiation  respect-  your  No.  16,  has  been  submitted, 

ing  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  likewise,  to  the  consideration  of  the 

that  government,  has  at  length  yield-  president,  by  whom  I  am  instructed 

ed  to  your  discreet  and  judicious  to  inform  you,  as  it  gives  me  great 

^fibrts  to  overcome  that  obstacle ;  pleasure  to  do,  that  it  meets  with  his 

and  that  a  negotiation  between  your-  general  approbation  as  a  safe  and 

.self  and  Prince  Polignac  for  the  ad-  convenient  basis  for  the  adjustment 

justment  of  these  important  interests,  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the 

jnay  be  considered  as  now  actually  government  of  France.     I  am  in- 

xx>mmenced,    under    auspices,  too,  structed  to  state   to  you,  however, 

that  hold  out  a  cheering  prospect  that  instead  of  the  mixed  commission 

that,  through  the  continued  employ-  which   it   proposes  to  establish  to 

ment  of  similar  efforts  on  your  part,  efiect  that  object,  a  gross  indemnity 

it  will  bo  brought  to  a  satisfactory  for  these  claims,  to  be  distributed 

'Conclusion.  amongst  those  for  whose   benefit  it 

.From  the  prorogation  of  the  was  made  by  this  government, 
jdhambers  to  a  distant  day,  announ-  would  be  preferred  by  the  president. 
ced  in  your  despatch  No.  17,  re-  In  this  case,  full  reliance  is  placed 
•ceived  on  the  12th  instant,  it  is  upon  the  discreet  exertion  of  your 
lioped  that  the  minister  will  now  be  efforts,  under  the  best  estimate 
able  to  devote  the  necessary  atten-  which  you  have  been  able  to  form 
tion  to  this  great  object,  and  that  tlie^  of  the  just  indemnities  demandable^ 
negotiation  will  experience  no  fur-  to  procure  as  good  terms  as  possi- 
ther  or  material  interruptions.  The  ble.  If  the  business  cannot  be  ar- 
intelligence,  therefore,  of  that  occa-  ranged  in  this  way  consistently  with 
siooed  by  the  temporary  indisposition  your  general  instructions,  then  the 
of  Prince  Polignac,  communicated  course  suggested,  of  providing  for 
by  your  No.  15,  was  received  with  the  settlement  of  the  claims  through 
peculiar  concern,  though  it  was  the  instrumentality  of  a  mixed  com. 
Juiown  to  have  occurred  at  a  period  mission,  jnay  be  adopted,  although 
when  other  cares,  incident  to  the  there  are  powerful  objections  to  a 
then  approaching  assemblage  of  the  tribunal  of  that  sort,  for  the  adjust- 
chambers,  would  probably  have  ab-  ment  of  claims  of  any  description, 
sorbed  most  of  his  attention,  and  favourably  or  unfavourably  affect- 
left  him  but  little  time  to  devote  to  ing  the  respective  govemments  of 
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July,  1822,  for  carrying  into  effect  wise  desirable,  become  apparent 
the  first  article  ot  the  treaty  of  and  imperious,  the  president,  in  that 
Ghent.  In  that  case,  your  project  case,  would  agree  to  the  adoption  of 
for  eifeetiog  the  object  is  entirely  such  a  course, 
approved,  axcept  that  a  commission.  As  your  opportunities  and  situa- 
composed  of  one  commissioner  and  tion  will  enable  you  to  form  a  bel- 
one  arbitrator  on  each  side,  would  ter  juc^ment  in  regard  to  the  pr&- 
be  preferred  to  the  one  proposed,  cise  class  of  cases  which,  in  that 
of  two  commissioners  and  one  arbi-  event,  it  might  be  advisable  to  aban« 
trator,  unless  the  other,  or  a  differ-  don,  or  the  extent  of  Uie  reducti<M3S 
ent  arrangement,  not  essentially  required  by  circumstances,  the  pre- 
varying  the  character  of  the  com-  aident  necessarily  very  much  reiiea 
mission,  should  be  insisted  upon  by  upon  your  disci*etion  in  both  these 
the  French  government.  points,  that  as  little  be  given  up  as 
On  the  subject  of  the  abatement  possible*  This,  of  course,  will  be 
which  may  be  required  by  the  greatly  regulated  by  the  objectiom 
French  government  from  the  amount  urged  against  particular  claims  in 
of  indemnities  claimed  on  our  part,  your  discussions  with  the  French 
you  are  already  apprized  of  the  government ;  by  the  degree  of  esti- 
president's  views  in  relation  to  it ;  mation  in  which  the  different  classes 
that  he  is  anxious  to  obtain  satis-  of  all  these  claims  are  held  by  that 
faction  for  all  just  claims  whatever  government ;  '  by  existing  circum- 
of  citissena  of  the  United  States  upon  stances  in  reference  to  the  proba- 
the  French  government,  without  re-  biiity  of  tlmt  government's  yielding, 
gard  to  the  classes  to  which  they  or  not,  in  essential  points,  with  re- 
belong;  that  he  is  disposed  to  yield  spect  to  them;  and  by  a  variety  of 
none,  but  upon  unavoidable  neces-  other  considerations,  which  can  be 
■ity,  and  to  avert  a  greater  injury,  better,  if  not  alone,  judged  of  by 
by  foregoing  the  opportunity  to  pro-  yourself* 

cure  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  Under  these  circumstances,  desio 
best  and  largest  portion  of  them.  It  rous  as  the  president  is  is  to  assume 
is  expected,  therefore,  that  your  all  practicable  responsibility  in  rela* 
strenuous  exertions  will  be  used  to  tion  to  the  important  interests  con- 
induce  the  French  govempfient  to  cemed,  he  is,  nevertheless,  con- 
allow  all  that  can  be  sustained  upon  strained  to  leave  much  to  your 
(air  and  equitable  principles.  The  judgment  and  discretion  towards  the 
president  is  well  aware,  however,  adjustment  and  settlement  of  them, 
that  there  are  considerations  apper-  upon  the  best  terms  attainable ; 
taining  to  the  subject,  which  may  and  whilst  he  reposes  the  utmost 
lead  that  government  to  insist  upon  confidence  in  the  prudence  of  the 
a  reduction  in  reference  to  partiou-  measures  which  you  shall  adopt 
)ar  clssses  of  the  claims,  or,  per-  upon  this  occasion,  you  have  a  sure 
haps,  the  entire  abandonment  of  pledge,  in  the  confidence  ins[Hred  by 
such  by  this*  In  that  case,  it  may  your  talents  and  patriotism,  that, 
be  Sound  best  to  yield  something  of  whatever  may  be  the  issue,  if  it 
what,  under  other  circumstances,  shall  appear  that  you  have  aoquit- 
might  be  insisted  upon,  on  our  part,  ted  yourself  as  is  anticipated  of  the 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  all  that  is  high  trust  thus  committed  to  your 
practicable.  Should  the  necessity  of  charge,  with  the  zeal  and  ability 
doingthis,ortoforegotheopportunity  which  have  heretofore  distinguished 
pf  effecting  an  arrangement  other-  your  career  in  the  public  service, 
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your  conduct  will  be  approved  by  lo  the  tenor  of  your  general  instruc- 

your  country.  tions  upon  this  head. 

The  president,  however,  concurs  I  am,  sir, 

in  the  opinion  which  you  have  ex-  With  great  respect, 

pressed,  that,  if  reductions  are  insist-  Your  obedient  servant, 

ed  upon,  the  claim  for  interest,  and  M.  VAN  BURKN, 

those    originating    in    transactions  William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  dec,  &c, 
antecedent  to  the  treaties  of  1800 

and  1803,  are  the  classes  in  which  P.  S.    Upon  a  more  careful  ex^ 

concessions  should  be  made.     You  ami  nation  of  the  convention  of  1822, 

are,  therefore,  hereby  invested  with  it  is  found   that,  agreeably  to  the 

bis  authority  to  abandon  these,  or  a  intimation  in  the  closing  paragraph 

portion  of  them,  under  such  renun-  of  your  despatch  No.  16,  the  aboli- 

ciations  as  may  be  required  by  the  tion  of  discriminating  duties  it  pro^ 

French  government,  if  it  should  ap-  vides  for,  is  confined  to  the  cargoes 

pear  that  this  is  made  a  sine  qua  non  imported  in  vessels  of  the  respective 

to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  parties;  and  that  the  alien  tonnage 

residue  ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  propo-  duty  of  94  cents  per  ton  on  French 

sed  except  in  the  last  resort.  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the   United 

The  mode  proposed  by  you  for  States,  and  of  five  francs  on  Ameri- 

selecting  the  arbitrator,  is  deemed  can  vessels  in  the  ports  of  France, 

greatly  preferable  to  that    which  is  expressly   retained  by   the   5th 

was  provided  by  the  treaty  of  1794  article  of   that   convention.     The 

between    the    United    States    and  erroneous  impression  in  relation  tq 

Great  Britain ;  and   the  president  this  subject,  to  which  you  refer,  wa^ 

hopes  that  you  will  find  no  difficulty  the  result  of  a  construction  given  tq 

in    securing  its  adoption.     If  the  the  letter  from    Mr.  Clay  to   Mr, 

French  government  should  refuse  to  Brown,  of  the  28th  May,  1827.    In 

enter  into  a  positive  stipulation  to  pay  further  confirmation  of  your  and 

for  any  proportion  or  classes  of  the  my  present   view  of  the  subject,  ( 

property  condemned,  you  are  autho-  have  found,    upon    inquiry  at  thq 

rized  (the  other  claims  being  satisfac-  treasury  department,  that  the  alieq 

torily  provided  for)  to  adopt  the  basis  tonnage    duty    has,   down  to   thq 

upon  which  Mr.  Gallatin's  proposi-  present  time,  been  actually  leyiec{ 

tions  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  ap-  upon  French  vessels  entering  thQ 

pear  to  have  been  founded,  by  leav-  j^orts  of  Louisiana  since  the  expirar 

mg  that  question  to  be  determined  tion  of  the  twelve  years    during 

by  the  joint  commission.  which  they  were,  agreeajbly  to  (he 

You  are,  moreover,  authorized  to  provisiiMis  pf   the    7th    ||.rticle  of 

submit  the  restricted  question  upon  the  Louisiana  convention,  exempte4 

the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  from  the  payment  of  such  duty, 

convention  to  the  mixed  commission.  Should,  therefore,  the  propose4 

if  it  should  become  indispensably  reference  to  the  commission,   coht 

necessary  to  a  successful   prosecu-  templated  by  your  projet,  of  the 

tion  of  your  negotiation  upon  the  question   arising   under  the  eighth 

subject  of  claims ;  but,  in  that  case,  article  of  that  convention,  be  decided 

you  will  take  especial  care  that  the  against  the  United  States*  the  sum 

submission  be  made  in  such  a  form  to  be  refunded  to  France   will   be 

as  to  exclude  the  general   question  the   aggregate  of  the    alien  duty 

of  the  future  and  permanent  con-  levied   upon  French  vessels  in  the 

struction  of  that  article,  according  ports  of  Louisiana  dunpg  a  period 
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commencing  with  the  abolition  of 
similar  duties  upon  British  vessels, 
under  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of 
the  3d  July,  1815,  which  constitutes 
the  first  instanee  of  such  an  aboli- 
tion in  favour  of  any  nation,  and 
ending  with  the  date  of  the  conven- 
tion or  agreement  which  will  termi- 
nate the  negotiation  in  which  you 
jure  now  engaged. 

A  statement  of  the  duties  thus 


levied  is  now  preparing  at  the  trea- 
sury department,  and,  if  completed 
in  time,  will  accompany  this  des- 
patch. It  is  communicated  to  you 
for  information  only,  and  not  with 
a  view  to  its  being  used  by  the 
French  government  as  a  basis  upon 
which  it  may  estimate  the  amount 
of  its  demand  in  the  event  of  an 
award  in  its  favour. 

M.  V.  B. 


[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  despatch.] 

SiaiemerU  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  French  tonnage  which  entered  the 
ports  of  Louisiana  during  the  several  years  ending  ^Isi  December^ 
1815,  to  1829,  inclusive;  showing,  also,,  the  rates  of  duty  to  which  it 
was  subject  during  those  years. 


Ratot  of  Duty. 

Tonnage 

duties. 

Light  mo. 

ney,  50  cts, 

per  ton. 

TotaJ. 

Yean. 

6eti 

ipr. 

50  c.  pr.  200  c.  p.  9^8  par. 

Ton. 

Dollars. 

1615 

390 

511 

m 

1,045  40 

255  50 

■ 
1,300  90 

1816 

1,110 

. 

2,587 

m 

5,240  60 

1,203  50 

6,534  10 

1817 

m 

4.586 

1,334 

m 

4,961 

2.960 

7,921 

1818 

10.002 

. 

5,001 

5,001 

10,002 

1819 

9,139 

. 

4,569  50 

4,569  50 

9,139 

1830 

■ 

6,634 

. 

3,317 

3,317 

6,634 

1821 

. 

1,161 

20,898 

580  50 

21,478  50 

.        1822 

380 

582 

10,666 

481 

11,147 

1823 

2,197 

1,098  50 

1,098  50 

2,197 

1824 

1,819 

909  50 

909  50 

1,819 

1825 

4,920 

« 

2,460 

2,460 

4,920 

1826 

4,925 

2,462  50 

2,462  50 

4.925 

1827 

2,006 

1,003 

1,003 

2.006 

1828 

4,620 

2,310 

2,310 

4,620 

1829 

- 

2,460 

1,230 

•    1.230 

2,460 

Total. 

1,500 

53,688 

4,432 

1,743 

67,172 

29,931  50 

97,103  50 
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Extracts  ^^Mr.    Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Ehes^ 


l>epartmeDt  of  State, 

WaBhington,  37Ui  Sept.  183^. 

Bib, 

Your  despatches  to  No.  38,  in- 
clusively, have  been  received  at 
this  department. 

Conformably  with  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  France,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you, 
herewith,  the  credential  letter  of 
the  president  accrediting  you  to  the 
new  government  of  that  country, 
in  the  character  of  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  addressed  to 
his  M.  C.  Majesty,  Louis  Philippe, 

king  of  the  French,  &c.  &c. 

*  «  «  m  * 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
circumstances  should  have  prevent- 
ed you,  at  the  time,  from  taking 
advantage  of,  or  Prince  Polignac 
from  giving  efiect  to,  the  favoura- 
ble dispositions  evinced  by  him  to- 
wards '  the  close  of  his  career  as 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  under 
the  late  king,  with  regard  to  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the 
government  of  France,  for  bringing 
that  important  concern  to  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion :  but  it  is  confident- 
ly expected  by  the  president,  that, 
under  dispositions  equally,  or  still 
more  favourable,  upon  the  part  of 
the  present  government,  that  that 


important  business  will  be  speedily 
and  satisfactorily  tenninated.  You 
Will  accordingly  press  the  subject 
upon  that  government  by  all  thv 
arguments  and  suggestions  which 
you  know  so  well  how  to  employ  ad* 
vantageously  to  that  end }  and,  in 
doing  this,  you  will,  if  you  should 
deem  it  prudent  to  present  the  subject 
in  this  point  of  view  to  iti  considera^ 
tion,  explicitly  state  that  the  known 
sympathies  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  as  far  as  they  have 
been  exemplified  in  the  short  space 
of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  in* 
telligence  was  received  here  of  the 
establishment  of  that  government 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  kite  one,  are 
universally  and  enthusiastically  in 
favour  of  that  change,  and  of  the 
principle  upon  which  it  was  efiect-' 
ed ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  ex' 
tent  of  these  sentiments,  and  of  the 
degree  of  their  confidence  in  the 
enKghtened  wisdom  and  equitable 
councils  of  those  who  have  been 
called  to  the  administration  of  that 
government,  their  disappointment 
would  be  so  much  increased  by 
further  unnecessary  procrastina- 
tion in  the  adjustment  of  the  claim* 

referred  to. 

*         *         *         *        « 

William  C.  Rives,  £sq.» 
&c.  &c.  &c» 


Extracts — Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Rives. 

Department  of  Sute,  ^terms,  when    taken  in    connexion 

Waahington,  16th  Oct.  1830.  with  the  confidence  which  the  presi- 

Sir,  dent  reposes  in  the  justice  and  libe^ 

Your    despatch  No.  40  has  rality  of  his  majesty,  and  the  relu 

been  received.     The  assurances  of  ance  he  places  upon  the  sympathies 

the  king,  although  general  in  their  of  regenerated  Ff&nce,  inspire  him 
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with  a  lively  hope  that   the    long  all  other  descriptions,  it  is  focoid 
standing  and   vexatious  subject  of  that  they  are  sufficiently  full  and 
our  reclamations  will  now  be  speedi-  explicit  to  enable  you  to  carry  into 
ly  and  satisfactorily  adjusted.  eOTect  the  wishes  of  this  governmeDt 
It  is  the  w'luh  of  the  president   to  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  the  dispo- 
take  upon  himself  all  the  responsi-  sitions  of  that  of  France  may  allow 
bdity  in  the  negotiation  which  can  you  to  do.   li^  however,  upon  a  re- 
be   assumed   without    endangering  view  of  the  subject,  you  should  still 
either  its  success  abroad,  or  that  of  think  otherwise,  and  so  inform  this 
his  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a  con-  department,  such  further  directions 
elusion  which   will  prove  satisfac-  as  you  may  desire  will  be  promptly 
tory  to  those  of  our  citizens  who  and  explicitly  given, 
are  directly  and  individually  inte-        It  is  not  apparent  from  your  last 
rested  in  its  results.  It  is  in  pursu-  despatch  whether  you  expect  that 
ance  of  this  disposition,  that,  in  re-  the  proposition  submitted  by  you  to 
gard  to  our  claims   upon  France,  Prince  Polignac,   in  regard   to  the 
the  instructions   already   given  to  reciprocal  reduction  of  duties  upon 
you  are  far  more  specific  than  any  the  wines  of  France   and   the  cot<* 
which  have    heretofore  proceeded  tons  of  the  United  States,  will  again 
from  this  government  upon  the  same  come  up   for  consideration.     The 
subject.     The  only  restraint  which,  president  has,   however,  submitted 
in  this  regard,  he  feels  it  to  be  his  your  views  upon  tHat  subject  to  an 
duty  to  respect,  arises  from  the  con-  intelligent   merchant  and  practised 
sideration  that  i[,  which  is  now  more  statesman  for  his  opinion,  and,  when 
probable  than  ever,  the  settlement  it  is  received,  I  shall  communicate 
should  ultimately  take  the  form  of  further  with  you  upon   that  point, 
the  allowance  of  a  gross   sum  by  We  hope,  however,   without   at  all 
France,    the    various    rights    and  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  un« 
claims  to  precedence  which  may  favourable  to  the  expediency  or  fit- 
be  urged  by  our  own  citizens,  will  ness   of  the   measure  referred  to^ 
have  to  be  settled  by  congress,  either  that  you  will  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
directly,  or  through  the  agency  of  French  government  of  the  injustice 
a  tribunal  to  be  organized  by  them  of  continuing   the   use  which   has 
for  that  purpose ;  and  from  the  ex-  heretofore  been  made  of  the  con- 
pediency  that  that  body  should,  in  struction  given  by  it  to  the  eighth 
the  discharge  of  this  duty,  be  left  article  of  the  Lousiana  treaty,  and 
at  liberty  to  exercise  a  free  discrc-  of  the  superior  fitness   of  an  inde- 
tion,  as  far  as  practicable,   unfet-  pendent  adjustment  of  the  matter  of 
tered  by   any   opinions  previously  reclamations.     I  have  already  al- 
and unnecessarily  expressed  by  the  luded     to     the     increased     confi- 
executive  in  the  course  of  the  ne-  dence  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
gotiations,  as  to  what  will,   in  that  try  in  the  justice  and  amity  of  the 
event,  become  conflicting  claims  ad-  present   ruling  power  in  France, 
vanced  by  our  citizens.  and  to  their   expectations,   conse- 
Upon  a  careful  re-examination  and  quent  thereon,  in    regard    to    the 
re- consideration  of  the  instructions  speedy  and  liberal   settlement    of 
which  have  been  already  given  to  our  claims.     This  government   is 
you,  as  well  in  regard  to  that  por-  well  aware,  that,  in  this  respect, 
tion  of  the  claims  which  is  for  pro.  due  weight  is  not  given  to  the  ob- 
perty  not  condemned,  as   those   of  stacles  which  you  will  yet  have  to 
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contend  with,  and  does  all  in  its 
power  to  save  you  from  possible 
prejudice  on  that  account,  by  re- 
pressing any  excess  of  confidence 


wherever   that  can   be  done  with 
propriety. 

*  *  4>  *  * 

William  C.  Rives,  Esq.  &c  dec. 


ExtracU. — Mr*  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Rhoes. 


Department  of  State, 
Waahington,  8th  November,  1830. 
Sir, 

I  received  some  time  ago,  and 
laid  before  the  president,  your  de- 
spatches Nos.  28  and  30,  with  their 
enclosures ;  and,  according  to  the 
intimation   in   my  despatch  to  you 
of  the  16th  of  October,  1  now   pro- 
ceed to  give  you,  under  direction  of 
the  president,   such   instructions  as 
are  called  for  by  those  despatches, 
upon  the  propositions  submitted  by 
you  to   Prince   Polignac,  in  your 
note  to  him  of  the  2Uth  of  May,  a 
copy  of  which  note  came  subjoined  to 
the  first  mentioned  of  them.  There 
would  be  cause  of  regret  and  disap- 
pointment, if  the  French  government 
should  still  persist  in  connecting  with 
the  negotiation  for  a  settlement  of 
the.  claim  of  our  citizens  upon  it  a 
negotiation  concerning  its   preten- 
sions under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana   convention  ;  thus  keep- 
ing united  two   subjects  of  totally 
distinct  characters,   and  bearing  no 
sort  of  affinity  to  each  other  :  one 
exclusively  and  entirely  appertain- 
ing to  bona  fde  private  claims  of 
our  citizens   for  the  proceeds  of  a 
large  amount  of  property,    many 
years  ago  wrested   from  them  in 
violation  of  all  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,     under    au- 
thority of  the  then  existing  govern- 
ment  of  France,  and  carried  into 
the  treasury,  or  applied  to  the  pub- 
lic purposes  of  that   government ; 
and  the  other  appertaining  to  a  na- 
tional contract,  in  the  interpretation 
Y 


of  which  there  may  exist  an  honest 
difierence  of  opinion  between  the 
parties  ;  the  first  looking  to  the  re- 
covery and  liquidation  of  uncon- 
troverted  and  incontrovertible  pri- 
vate  claims,  the  other  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  doubtful  national  one, 
about  which  the  parties  entertain  an 
irreconcileable  difiference  of  opinion. 
If  this,  however,  should  prove  to  be 
the  case,  the  president  sees  no  ob- 
jection to  your  concluding  a  con- 
vention with  the  French  govern- 
ment upon  the  basis  of  the  proposi- 
tions  contained  in  your  note  to  Prince 
Polignac  above  referred  to,  stipu- 
lating a  reciprocal  and  reasona- 
ble reduction  of  the  duties  upon 
French  wines  on  their  importation 
into  the  United  States,  taking  pro- 
per care,  however,  that  the  stipula- 
tion for  this  reduction  of  duties  does 
not  conflict  with  our  engagements 
to  other  nations,  by  which  we  are 
bound  to  impose  no  higiier  duties 
upon  articles  the  produce  of  the  soil 
or  industry  of  those  nations,  than 
upon  similar  articles  of  other  na- 
tions, when  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  a  correspondent 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  our 
cottons,  when  imported  into  France ; 
but  he  would  not  be  willing  to  con- 
sent to  a  longer  period  than  -  ■ 
years  for  the  continuance  of  such  a 
convention,  though  there  would  lie 
no  objection  to  its  containing  a  pro- 
vision for  the  further  continuance 
of  it,  indefinitely,  unless  one  or  other 
of  the  parties  should  give  notice  to 
the  other,  as  in  the  case  of  the  con« 
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vention  with  Prussia  of  the  1st  of 
May,  1828,  of  its  intention  to  arrest 
the  operation  of  it. 


P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  was 
prepared,  your  despatches  to  No.  48, 
inclustvely,  have  been  received  at 
this  department.  It  is  perceived  with 
the  deepest  concern,  from  these  de- 
spatches, particularly  that  number- 
ed 43,  that  the  new  French  govern- 
ment 18  actuated  by  a  policy,  with 
regard  to  the  claims  of  our  citizens, 
at  variance  with  all  the  anticipa- 
tions entertained  and  cherished  here 
upon  the  subject ;  that  the  mere 
amourU  of  indemnities  demandable. 


or  of  that  which  we  might  be  will- 
ing to  accept  in  satisfaction  of  them, 
without  reference  to  the  justice  or 
validity  of  the  claims  themselves, 
is  now  made  an  obstacle  to  their  ad- 
justment ! 

You  will  take  care  to  make  that 
government  acquainted  with  ihe  ex- 
tent of  the  disappointments  whick 
the  president  has  already  expe- 
rienced in  the  mul.li  plied  postpone- 
ments of  that  adjustment  upon  pro- 
fessedly other  grounds  than  this, 
and  that  the  avowal  of  such  an 
one,  in  such  a  quarter,  both  sur^ 
prises  and  disappoints  him. 

M.  V.  B. 
William  C.  Rives^  &c.  dec.  d&c^ 


Extract — Mr,  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Rives. 


Department  of  State, 
WaahingtoD,  22d  Dee.,  1830. 
Sis, 

I  took  oocasioD  in  my  despatch 
to  you  numbered  21,  to  acknow- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
eommunications  to  No.  49,  inclu- 
sively, and  to  state  that  no  time 
would  be  lost  in  making  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  of  the  pre- 
sident respecting  the  various  points 
to  which  the  last  of  those  commu« 
nications  more  particularly  re- 
fers.  These  have  received  his 
earnest  attention,  and,  although  we 
are  not  yet  in  possession  of  the  pro- 
mised  answer  of  Count  Mol6  to 
your  note  to  him  of  the  25th  Sep^ 
tember  lalst,  yet,  the  account  given 
by  you  of  your  interview  with  that 
minister,  of  the  15th  October,  is  so 
fur  indicative  of  the  sentiments  then 
entertained  by  the  French  cabinet 
in  relation  to  the  pending  negotia- 
tion respecting  our  claims  on  France, 
a»  to   justify  our  anticipating   the 


contents  of  the  promised  communis 
cation,  by  apprising  you  of  the  views* 
of  your  government  upon  the  sub- 
ject, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you 
promptly  to  avail  yourself  of  any 
favourable  advance  in  the  negotia- 
tion to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  sa- 
tisfactory termination. 

The  hopes  entertained  by  the  pre- 
sident, that  this  desirable  object  will, 
without  much  longer  delay,  be  ac- 
complished, have  beeiLincreased  by 
the  indications  contained  in  your 
last  despatches,  of  a  disposition,  on 
the  part  of  the  French  government, 
to  bring  the  negotiation  to  such  a  turn 
as  will  enable  the  parties  to  come  ta 
a  final  understanding  upon  all  the 
points  of  controversy  which  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  their  discus- 
sions upon  the  subject  of  claims. 
Although  he  does  not  flatter  him- 
self that  the  government  of  France 
is  yet  fully  impressed  with  the  jus- 
tice of  our  demands  in  their  whole 
extent,  yet  he  cannot  deny   himself 
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the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  its  forward  against  the  United  States, 
professed  desire  of  effecting  an  ad-  as  an  ofiset  to  those  of  our  citizens, 
justmcnt  of  this  subject,  will  lead  to  It  is  hoped  that,  afler  such  an  in- 
some  decisive  step  on  its  side  in  re-  vestigation,  that  government  will, 
lation  to  it ;  and  that  the  liberal  in  a  spirit  of  justice,  discriminate 
priciples  which  now  animate  the  between  those  which  can  in  its  opi- 
French  nation  and  her  councils,  will  nion  be  sustained  upon  principle, 
secure  to  the  United  States  a  fair  and  those  resting  upon  grounds 
hearing,  and  a  just  settlement  of  which  the  United  States  cannot  ad- 
their  demands.  mit ;  and   that   the   pretensions  of 

The  first  subject  which   recom-  France,  when  thus  separated  from 

mends  itself  to  our  consideration,  is  all  matters   foreign   to  the  subject, 

the  report  presented  by  Count  M0I6  will,  like  those  of  the  United  States, 

to  the  king,  and  approved  and  sign-  present  simple  questions,  on  which 

ed  by  his  majesty,  the  conclusions  it  will  be  more   easy  for  the   two 

of  which  were  submitted  for  your  governments  to  arrive  at  an  amica* 

perusal.     Of  the  character  of  that  ble  understanding, 
report,  nothing  can  now  be  said,  as        Owing  to  the  uncertain  charac- 

its  premises  are  yet  unknown  here ;  ter  and  inadequacy  of  the  informa- 

but  the  president  considers,   as   an  tion  possessed  by   this  government 

advance  in  the  negotiation,  the  re-  respecting  the  claims  which  it  may 

commendation  contained  in  the  con-  be  the  intention  of  that  of  France  to 

elusions  of  that  report,  that  the  ne-  submit  to  the  investigation   of  the 

gotiation  be  resumed  with  you.  proposed  commission,  and  to  bring 

With  respect  "to  the  commission  forward  on  the  renewal  of  the  ne- 

of  investigation,  to  consist  of  mem-  gotiation,  it   is  found  impracticable 

bers  of  the  two  chambers,  the  forma-  to  state  precisely  what  views  it  will 

tiOn   of  which  is  likewise  recom-  ultimately  take   of  them  :  some  of 

mended  by  the  conclusions  of  the  these  claims  being  now  mentioned 

report  referred  to,  the  president  can-  for  the  first  time,  and  finding  us  en- 

not  regard  it  in  any  other  light  than  tirely  unprovided  with  the  means  of 

as  a  preliminary  step  on  the  part  of  ascertaining  even  their  general  cha- 

the  French  government  to  arrive  at  racter.  If  by  "  claims  for  supplies," 

a  more  correct  understanding  of  the  he  meant  that   which  has  several 

whole  subject,  nor  consider  its  de-  times  been  presented  to  congress  in 

cisions  as  precluding  any  portion  of  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  Caron   de 

the  claims  of  our  citizens  to  indem-  Beaumarchais,  its  official  presenta- 

nity,  or  affecting  the  obligations  of  tion  by  the  French  government  to 

France  to  do  justice  to  their  de^  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 

mands.  before  whom  it  never  has  been  pre- 

The  president,  ever  disposed  to  sented  in  that  form,  would  undoubt- 
listen,  and,  as  far  as  it  is  compe-  edly  claim  in  its  behalf  that  degree 
tent  for  the  executive  branch  of  the  of  attention,  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
government,  to  do  full  justice  to  vemment,  to  which  all  demands 
any  fair  demands  which  may  be  emanating  from  a  similar  source 
preferred  against  it,  sees  with  sa-  must  ever  be  entitled  ;  and  if,  upon 
tisfaction  the  proposed  reference  to  examination  by  a  competent  au- 
the  same  commission  of  the  alleged  thority,  it  should  be  found  to  con- 
claims  which  the  French  govern-  stitute  a  fair  claim  upon  the  United 
ment  has,  at  various  times  in  the  States,  the  president  would  feel  it 
course  of  the  negotiations,   brought  his  duty  to  consent  to  its  being  em« 
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braced  in  any  arrangement  to  which        The  loss  of  the  record  referred 
jrou  may  agree,  having  for  its  ob-  to  above,  and  of  the  report  which 
ject  a  reciprocal   and  final  adjust-  was  made  at  the  time  by  the  dia- 
ment  of  all  demands  of  indemnity  trict  attorney  for  Georgia,  deprives 
on  both   sides.     This  subject  was  us  of  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
adverted   to   in   your  original   in-  view  which  was  then  taken  of  the 
structions,   and  what  is  there  said  matter  by  the  government  of  the* 
respecting  it  is  again  recommended  United   States,   and   what   answer 
to  your  notice.  was  returned  to  Mr.  Serurier's  com- 
With  regard   to  the  claim  grow-  munications.     Measures  have  been 
ing  out  of  the  destruction,  by  fire,  at  adopted  to  supply  that  loss,  which,  if 
Savannah  in  1811,  of  the  French  successful,  will  doubtless  enable  the 
privateer  "  Vengeance,"  likewise  re-  president  to  cause  more  precise  in- 
ferred to  in  Count  Mold's  report  as  formation  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
intended  tobe  called  up  at  the  renewal  claim  to  be  communicated  to  you. 
of  the  negotiations,  the  accidental  loss        This  department  is  more  at  a  loss 
of  the  records  of  the  correspondence  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
of  this  department   during  the  pe-  French   government  in  its  mention 
riod  of  that  occurrence,  and  the  ab-  of  "  claims   of  French   subjects  to 
sence  of  documentary  information  lands  in  Louisiana."    So  far  its  in« 
respecting   the   circumstances    at-  quiries  have  led  to  no  result  calcu. 
tending  it,  render  it  difficult  to  form  lated  to  aid  its  judgment  in  relation 
a  correct  estimate  of  the  merits  of  to  those  pretended  claims.  The  8ub« 
that  claim.     It  appears,   however,  joined  memorandum  from    a  sena^ 
that  the  burning  of  the  Vengeance  tor  familiar  with  the  entire  subject 
was  an  act  of  violence  committed  of  land  claims  in  that  country,  coo- 
by  an  exasperated   mob  during  a  stitutes  all  the  data  I  have  as  yel 
very  severe  contest  between  French  been  able  to  collect  upon  the  sub- 
sailors  and  a  party  of  rioters,  in  con-  ject,  confirms  the  president  in  his 
sequence  of  an  affray  which   had  opinion  that  the  claim  is  entirely 
taken  place  before,   and  in   which  groundless,    and  strengthens    my 
an  American  had  been  killed,  and  own  conviction  that   an  investiga- 
a  French  sailor  mortally  wounded,  tion  of  its  merits   will  lead  to  the 
It  appears,  also,  from  the  commu-  establishment  of  the  correctness  of 
nications  of  Mr.  Serurier,  then  mi-  these  opinions, 
nister  of   France  in    the     United        The  president,  however,   is  un- 
States,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  that,  willing  that   any   obstacles  of  this 
notwithstanding     the    interference  nature  should  interpose  themselves 
of  the  police  and  military  of  Sa-  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment   of  all 
vannah,   the   circumstances  of  the  the  claims  which  either  of  the  two 
riot  were  such  as  to  induce  him  to  nations  may  have   upon  the  other, 
make  a  formal  demand   upon   this  and  will  not  refuse  his  assent  to  any 
government  for  the  immediate  con)-  proposition  which  may  lead   to  an 
mencement  of  a  legal  prosecution,  investigation  of  the   real  merits  of 
and  for  the   exemplary  punishment  this  claim,  and  of  that  arising  from 
of  the  guilty  ;  of  satisfaction  to  his  the  destruction  of  the  "Vengeance." 
sovereign  for  the  insult  alleged  to  He  is,  moreover,  ready  to  consent 
have  been  offered  to   the    French  that  satisfaction  be  made  for  them 
flag,  and  of  indemnity  to  the  owners  by  this  government,  if,  after  a  pro- 
of the  vessel  destroyed  on  that  oc-  per  investigation  of  all  the  circum* 
cosion.  stances,  they  should  appear  to  c<x\^ 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  181 

stitute  a  fair  demand  upon  the  jus-  The  instructions  heretofore  trane- 
tice  of  the  United  States.  mitted  to  you,  have  put  you  fully  ia 
^  As  the  claimants  under  the  grants  possession  of  the  views  of  the  presi- 
to  the  Baron  Bastrop  and  Marquis  dent  in  reference  to  the  last  point 
de  Maison  Rouge  are  understood  to  mentioned  by  you*  as  intended  to  be 
reside  in  this  country,  it  is  believed  rcferred'to  the  proposed  commission* 
that  your  supposition  that  they  are  that  is  to  say,  the  method  to  be 
amongst  those  referred  to  by  the  adopted  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
French  government  is  erroneous.  claims  admitted.  Jf  a  preference 
As  regards  the  subject  of  the  has  hitherto  been  given  by  him  to 
French  pretensions  under  the  eighth  one  mode  over  another,  it  was  done 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  upon  views  of  convenience  alone, 
which  have  been  the  cause  of  so  of  which  no  circumstances  have  vet 
much  discussion,  and  so  long  served  occurred  to  produce  a  change.  The 
as  a  pretext  for  a  denial,  on  the  part  president  is  unwilling  to  insist  upon 
of  France,  of  the  justice  due  to  our  the  adoption  of  any  particular  mode* 
citizens,  the  opinion  of  the  president  and  will  readily  assent  to  one  which, 
as  to  the  principle  involved  in  that  without  sacrificing  or  abridging  the 
question,  is  now,  as  it  must  ever  re-  rights  of  the  claimants,  will  meet 
main,  unchanged.  It  would  there-  the  views  of  the  French  govern- 
fore  be  as  unprofitable  as  useless,  ment,  and  lead  to  a  prompt  and 
at  this  time,  to  renew  the  discus-  satisfactory  settlement, 
sions  touching  those  principles.  The  I  regret  to  have  to  state  to  you, 
ibrmer  instructions  of  this  depart-  that,  notwithstanding  the  earnest 
ment,  as  contained  in  my  despatch  desire  of  the  department  to  ascer- 
numbered  20,  have  so  fully  explain,  tain  the  views  of  the  claimants  as 
ed  to  you  the  manner  in  which  the  to  the  terms  upon  which  they  would 
president  is  willing  to  compromise  agree  to  a  final  arrangement  and  to 
this  unhappy  subject  of  difference,  produce  a  concert  of  action  among 
as  to  render  any  further  mention  of  them,  that  desirable  object  has  not 
it  unnecessary.  The  arrangement  yet  been  accomplished,  and  that  the 
proposed  in  this  respect  has  the  two«  probability  that  it  ever  will  be  at* 
ibid  object,  to  dispose  for  ever  of  tained  is  remote.  It  is  therefore 
this  vexatious  subject  of  dispute,  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracti, 
ond  to  facilitate,  at  the  ssime  time,  cable,  at  this  time  to  furnish  you 
the  developement  of  the  commer-  with  positive  information  as  to  the 
cial  resources  of  the  two  coun-  reduction  in  the  total  amount  of  the 
tries,  and  bind  them  still  more  claims  to  which  it  would  be  just  or 
strongly  together  by  the  ties  of  mu-  prudent  to  agree.  Nothing  can, 
tual  interests.  The  president  in-  consequently,  now  be  added  to  the 
dulges  the  confident  expectation  views  which  have  already  been 
that  his  majesty's  government,  to  made  known  to  you  upon  this 
whom,  doubtless,  you  will,  ere  this,  branch  of  the  subject.  The  presi. 
have  communicated  his  liberal  pro-  dent  is  not  insensible  to  the  force  of 
position,  will  discover  in  the  mea-  the  considerations  alluded  to  in 
sures  it  contemplates  an  earnest  of  your  last  despatch,  as  drawn  from 
his  friendly  sentiments  towards  the  the  staleness  of  the  claims,  the  dif- 
French  nation,  and  of  his  desire  to  ficulties  unavoidably  attending  their 
do  his  utmost  to  remove  all  diffi-  adj^ustment,  the  unsettled  state  of 
culties  which  may  stand  in  the  way  political  affairs  in  Europe,  and  par- 
of  a  final  settlement  of  all  differ-  ticularly  in  France,  and  the  finan- 
ences  between  the  two  countries,  cial  embarrassments  of  that  country 
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arising  from  the  present  reduction 
in  her  revenue.  These  considera- 
tions, although  in  no  way  afiecting 
the  rights  of  the  claimants,  or  the 
obligation  of  France  to  indemnify 
them,  cannot  be  tolally  divested  of 
that  degree  of  influence  which  simi- 
lar considerations  must  needs  exer- 
cise over  all  relations  between  debt- 
or and  creditor.  The  president  is 
not  now  more  disposed  than  he  ever 
was  to  yield  any  thing  of  the  just 
rights  of  his  fellow  citizens ;  but  he 
cannot  so  far  disregard  the  force  of 
the  considerations  to  which  refer- 
ence has  just  been  made,  as  to  de< 
cline  receiving,  in  the  most  indul- 
gent and  conciliatory  spirit,  any 
reasonable  offer  which  may  be 
made  by  the  French  government  in 
full  satisfaction  of  our  claims,  pro- 
vided it  shall  bear  a  fair  proportion 
to  the  amount  which,  upon  a  view 
of  the  whole  subject,  shall  bo  deem« 


ed  .  sufRcient  to  cover  the  claims, 
which  this  government  ought,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  insist  upon. 
Your  own  acquaintance  with  the 
subject,  as  derived  from  the  instruc- 
tions and  documents  furnished  you 
by  this  department  and  from  other 
sources  of  local  information,  must 
be  your  guide  in  considering  the 
amount  which  would  be  deemed 
acceptable  by  your  government, 
whom  you  will  ever  find  disposed 
to  give  a  liberal  support  to  any  act 
of  yours  founded  in  the  spirit  of  your 
instructions,  and  dictated  by  exist- 
ing circumstances,  which  shall  have 
for  its  object  the  real  interests  of 
the  claimants,  and  the  final  adjust* 
ment  of  differences,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  which  each  day's  delay 
adds  fresh  injury  to  the  interests  in. 
volved  in  them, 

William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c. 


Paper  Referred  to  in  the  preceding  despatch  (No,  23)  to  Mr.  Rives. 


Senate  Chamber,  December  14,  IdSO. 

Mr.  Benton  complies  with  the 
request  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  sta- 
ting what  he  knows  of  the  two  an- 
cient French  grants  referred  to. 

1.  The  grant  on  the  Arkansas 
to  Mr.  Law. 

Mr.  B,  presumes  this  to  be  the 
grant  on  which  the  German  emi- 
grant<9  were  settled  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  Mr.  Law ;  and  who, 
upon  the  failure  of  that  gentleman, 
abandoned  the  possession,  with  the 
view  of  returning  to  Europe,  but 
stopped  at  New-Orleans,  accepted 
other  grants  from  the  governor  of 
Louisiana  on  the  coast  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, above  the  city,  and  formed 
what  has  been  called  ever  since 


"  the  German  coast."  The  grant 
on  the  Arkansas  to  Mr.  L.,  I  now 
consider  as  a  nullity.  It  has  pro- 
bably been  re-granted,  perhaps  to 
Winter. 

2.  The  grant  near  the  old  fort 
Tolouse,  on  the  Alabama. 

This  was  in  the  heart  of  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians.  They  continued 
to  occupy  the  country  supposed  to 
be  covered  by  the  grant  until  the 
nation  was  conquered  by  Greneral 
Jackson,  in  1814.  It  was  then  ce- 
ded to  the  United  States  by  treaty, 
and  has  since  been  sold  under  our 
land  laws,  and  is  now  occupied  and 
cultivated  by  American  citizens.  I 
consider  this  grant  also  a  nullity. 
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No.  32. 


Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Rives. 


Department  of  State, 

WaehingtoD,  7th  April,  1831. 

Sir, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
house  of  representatives  during  the 
late  session  of  congress,  referring 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  as  a  matter  of  ne- 
gotiation, together  with  an  extract 
of  a  private  letter  in  relation  to  that 
claim,  which  I  have  just  received 
from  Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson. 

According  to  your  general  in- 
structions of  20th  July,  1829,  you 
are  given  to  understand  that  the 
president  would  not  object  to  the 
deduction  of  the  one  million  of  livres, 
claimed  by  those  heirs,  from  the 
amount  that  might  be  allowed  for 
satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  Ameri- 


can citizens  upon  the  French  go^ 
vernment,  provided  the  sum  so  al^ 
lowed  by  that  government  should, 
in  your  opijiion,  be  commensurater 
with  the  object ;  but  the  mode  of 
making  or  affecting  this  deduction 
is  not  particularly  described ;  and 
was,  tlierefore,  intended  to  be  left 
very  much  to  your  discretion.  If 
the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Stevenson, 
on  this  point,  could  be  turned  to 
advantage,  consistently  with  the 
spirit  of  those  instructions,  it  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  president 
that  the  proposed  arrangement 
should,  in  that  case,  be  made  to 
correspond  with  them. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  VAN  BQREN. 
William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.r 


Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  jR/Vc^. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  August  4th,  1831. 

Sir, 

At  the  date  of  your  last  despatch, 
No.  72,  the  position  of  our  affairs 
was  such  as  to  excite  hopes  of  a 
favourable  termination  to  our  just 
and  long  protracted  demand  for 
compensation  to  our  citizens.  We, 
therefore,  looked  with  some  impa- 
tience for  the  arrival  of  the  succeed- 
ing packet.  Two  have,  within  a 
few  days,  arrived — one  of  the  lOth 
June,  bringing  only  duplicates  of 
your  despatches  Nos.  71  and  72, 
and  the  other  of  the  22d,  bringing 
only  newspapers.  In  whatever 
state  the  negotiation  may  be,  it  is 
very  important  that  we  should,  by 
every  packet,  be  advised  of  its  pro- 


gress or  interruption.  The  presi- 
dent is  perfectly  convinced,  from 
your  diligence  and  energy  in  urging 
the  settlement  of  these  claims,  that 
no  new  instructions  are  necessary 
to  give  activity  to  your  exertions. 
But  he  requests  me  to  direct  if,  oi> 
the  arrival  of  this  letter,  some  spe-^ 
cific  offer  that  you  may  deem  wor- 
thy of  being  referred  to  your  go^ 
vernment  be  not  made,  that  you  will 
signify  to  the  French  ministry  the 
extreme  disappointment  felt  by  the 
president  at  the  delays  which  have 
intervened  under  the  present  go^ 
vernment,  more  especially  since  the 
justice  of  our  claim  was  conceded 
bv  the  last.  You  will  add,  that 
pains  have  been  taken  by  our  govern** 
ment  to  repress  the  expression  of 
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the  feelings  of  impatience  which 
|>ervade  not  only  the  parties  inte- 
rested, but  the  whole  community,  on 
this  subject,  which,  if  not  allayed, 
must  naturally  create  an  unfriendly 
national  feeling ;  and  unless  prompt 
measures  are  taken  to  render  jus- 
tice, will  be  communicated  from  the 
people  to  their  representatives,  who 
are  soon  to  assemble ;  that  the  pre- 
sident, in  the  exercise  of  his  consti- 
tutional  duty,  must  lay  before  con- 
gress a  true  statement  of  this  im- 
portant feature  in  our  foreign  rela- 
tions; that  its  effects  cannot  but 
tend  to  injure  that  harmony  and 
kind  feeling  which,  as  yet,  subsist 
between  the  two  nations,  and  which, 


but  for  this  denial  of  justice,  Would 
become  stronger  and  more  intimate; 
that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  report 
any  longer  delay,  as  a  proof  that 
nothing  more  can  be  expected ;  and 
that,  for  that  purpose,  you  request 
such  an  answer  as  will  enable  us  to 
judge  what  we  are  to  expect. 

I  repeat,  by  the  president's  deaiie« 
a  former  request,  that  we  may  bear 
from  you  by  every  packet,  whether 
you  have  any  thing  important  to 
communicate  or  not. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 
William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c 


Mr.   Brown  io  Mr.  Clay. 


Sir, 


Paris,  8th  September,  1827. 


I  ADDRESSED  a  DOte  to  his  ex- 
cellency Baron  de  Damas,  request- 
ing an  interview.  He  returned  me 
an  anwer,  appointing  the  7th  in- 
stant, at  half  past  one  o'clock,  to 
receive  me.  I  waited  on  him  at 
that  hour,  and  in  order  to  comply 
with  your  instructions  of  the  28th 
May,  I  briefly,  but  distinctly, 
brought  to  his  recollection  the  va- 
rious measures  to  which  the  United 
States  had  resoi-ted  in  order  to  ob- 
tain  from  France  a  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  spo- 
liations on  their  commerce.  Ar- 
riving, in  the  course  of  my  narra- 
tive, at  tiiat  period  when  the  nego- 
tiations were  arrested  by  the  unex- 
pected interposition  of  the  claim  of 
France  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  I  stated  fully 
the  reasons  assigned  by  my  govern- 
ment for  refusing  to  unite  that  claim 
in  the  sajne  negotiation  with  the 
claim  of  citizens  for  indemnity.     It 


can  hardly  be  necessary  that  1 
should,  in  this  place,  state  all  that 
passed  on  this  subject,  as  it  could 
amount  to  little  more  than  a  repe- 
tition of  the  substance  of  your  last 
instructions,  and  of  the  notes  which 
had,  at  different  times,  been  address* 
ed  to  the  French  government,  either 
by  my  immediate  predecessor  or 
by  myself.  I  shall,  therefore,  mere- 
ly observe,  that  the  review  of  what 
had  passed  was  full  and  compre- 
hensive, embracing  a  statement  of 
the  principal  facts  and  arguments 
which  appeared  in  the  correspon- 
dence commencing  with  Mr.  Gral- 
latin's  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Riche- 
lieu, of  the  16th  November,  1816, 
and  ending  with  that  of  his  excel- 
lency Baron  de  Damas  to  me,  dated 
the  11th  November,  1825. 

I  told  him  that  my  government 
could  not  admit  the  propriety  of  as- 
sociating, in  the  same  negotiation, 
the  disputed  demand  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty,  and  incontestible  claims  of 
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American  citizens,  a  large  portion  ing  for  its  object  the  adjustment  of 
of  which,  as  I  had  already  stated,  the  claims  of  individuals  to  a  large 
so  far  from  being  questioned,  had  amount ;  and  that,  by  removing  this 
been  admitted  by  France  to  be  obstacle  out  of  the  way,  that  nego- 
just;  and  that  it  was  with  surprise  tiation  would  probably  result  in  the 
and  regret  that  the  United  States  amicable  settlement  of  the  differ- 
perceived  the  persevering  adherence  ences  between  the  two  nations.  He 
of  France  to  the  principle  of  the  un-  asked  me  whether  we  proposed  to 
natural  connexion.  But,  whilst  submit  our  claims  also  to  arbitra- 
the  American  government  must  tion  ?  Without  giving  any  direct 
constantly  protest  against  it,  and  re-  answer,  either  affirmatively  or  ne- 
X)eat  its  strong  conviction  that  the  gatively,  to  this  question,  and  with- 
pretensions  of  France,  under  the  out  stating  what  my  instructions 
Louisiana  treaty,  has  no  just  foun-  were  on  that  point,  I  repeated  that 
dation,  I  had  been  instructed  to  af-  the  United  States  had,  at  various 
ford  a  new  and  signal  proof  of  the  times,  assigned  their  reasons  for 
equitable  disposition  of  my  govern-  thinking  that  the  two  subjects  ought 
ment,  by  proposing  to  him,  as  a  ba-  not  to  be  connected  in  the  same  ne- 
sis  of  the  settlement  of  the  question  gotiation ;  and  I  asked  him  if  he 
under  that  treaty,  that  it  be  re-  meant  to  express  his  vnsh  that  the 
ferred  to  arbitration;  that  this  ap-  submission  to  arbitration  should" 
peared  to  present  the  only  amicable  embrace  as  well  the  question  under 
mode  of  obtaining  a  decision  on  the  treaty  as  that  of  the  claims  of 
that  point ;  and  that,  if  the  propo-  individuals  ?  He  replied,  that,  al- 
sed  basis  should  be  accepted  by  though  he  was  not  then  prepared  to 
him,  I  was  then  authorized  and  pre-  give  a  definitive  answer  to  my 
pared  to  proceed  with  him  to  state  question,  yet  he  did  not  believe  he 
the  precise  question  to  be  submit-  could  consent  to  an  arbitration  even 
ted,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  on  that  broad  submission ;  that  the 
of  arbitrators,  and  to  enter  into  all  government  of  the  United  States 
such  other  stipulations  as  would  seemed  to  believe  that  France  had 
make  the  decision  obligatory  on  no  well-founded  claim  under  the 
both  nations.  Louisiana  treaty,  and  that  he  was 
The  Baron  de  Damas  answered  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  we 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  pro.  had  no  just  claim  for  indemnity  on 
position  made  by  me  would  be  ac-  the  present  government  of  France 
cepted  by  France.  I  requested  him  on  account  of  injuries  done  to  our 
to  be  so  kind  as  to  state  his  objec-  commerce  under  the  authority  of 
tion  to  it.  He  answered,  that  Napoleon  ;  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
he  did  not  believe  it  would  pro-  say  that  we  had  not  reason  to  com- 
duce  any  beneficial  result.  I  re-  plainjof  the  treatment  we  had  re- 
plied, that  the  decision  would  settle  ceived  from  the  imperial  govem- 
a  question  upon  which,  after  an  mcnt,  but  that  the  injuries  which  we 
elaborate  discussion  between  the  had  sustained  took  place  in  a  time  of 
ministers  of  the  respective  nations,  usurpation,  anarchy,  and  war,  and 
and  a  candid  consideration  of  all  that  France  was  neither  able  nor 
the  arguments  offered  on  both  sides,  bound  to  pay  for  all  the  injuries 
the  two  governments  had  found  it  done  under  the  reign  of  the  usurper, 
impossible  to  agree  ;  that  this  ques-  He  observed,  that  we  must  recol- 
tion  had,  for  several  years,  arrested 'lect,  also,  that  whilst  all  Europe 
the  progress  of  a  negotiation,  hav-  was   suffering  from  the  ravages  of 
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war»  we  had  enjoyed  a  comnierce  France  had,  in  sonte  degree,  diaeO'- 
whichy  afler  all  the  spoliations  of  tangled  herself  from  her  then 
which  we  complained,  had  heen  existing  difficulties;  that,  several 
profitable  ;  that  we  had  also  acqui-  years  ago,  the  Viscount  de  Mont- 
red  the  fine  and  flourishing  colony  morency  stated  to  Mr.  Gallatin  that 
of  Louisiana  for  a  sum  small  in  he  had  examined  the  papers  in  re- 
comparison  with  its  intrinsic  value,  lation  to  the  Antwerp  sequestra- 
and  that,  since  the  restoration,  he  tions,  and  was  struck  with  the  jus- 
believed  that  France  had  given  to  tice  of  those  claims.  I  observed, 
the  United  States  no  just  cause  of  that  1  could  not  but  consider  it  as  a 
complaint.  very  remarkable  circumstance  that, 
1  remarked,  that  the  irreconcilea-  through  the  course  of  eight  or  ten 
ble  difference  of  opinion  between  years,  it  had  not  been  made  an  ob. 
France  and  the  United  States  re-  jection  to  our  claims  that  they  arose 
specting  the  meaning  of  the  eighth  out  of  the  acts  of  the  former  govern- 
article,  which  he  had  stated  as  con-  ment,  and  that  therefore  the  present 
stituting  an  objection  to  a  reference  government  was  not  under  any 
to  arbitration,  appeared  to  me  to  obligation  to  satisfy  them;  that  1 
present  the  strongest  argument  in  submitted  it  to  him  to  decide  whether, 
favour  of  it,  and  that  an  expedient  after  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
of  that  kind  could  never  be  neces-  justice  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
sary,  except  in  those  instances  our  claims,  af\er  postponing  them 
where  the  two  nations  found  it  im.  for  years  under  various  pretexts, 
possible  to  decide  the  question  in  the  and  afler  interposing  the  question 
ordinary  mode  of  negotiation.  I  under  the  eighth  article  as  the  only 
next  adverted  to  his  remarks  re-  reason  assigned  for  declining  to  pro. 
specting  our  claims,  and  expressed  ceed  with  the  discussion  of  theno, 
my  surprise '  at  the  ground  he  had  the  doubt  he  now  expressed  as  to 
taken.  I  told  him  that  the  justice  their  validity  did  not  appear  extra- 
of  a  large  portion  of  them  had  been  ordinary.  I  observed,  thatl  did  not 
explicitly  admitted  by  more  than  think  it  necessary  to  examine  the 
one  of  his  predecessors  in  ofiice;  question  of  the  usurpation.  It  waa 
that  an  offer  had  been  made  more  sufficient  for  the  United  States  that 
than  ten  years  ago  by  the  Duke  de  the  wrongs  of  which  we  complained 
Richelieu,  then  minister  of  foreign  proceeded  from  the  actual  govern* 
affairs,  of  indemnity,  for  vessels  ment  of  France;  that  the  nation  was 
burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  pro.  always  liable  for  the  acts  of  its  ru« 
Cecds  of  which  had  only  been  se.  lers ;  and  that  to  the  nation,  under 
questered  and  deposited  in  the  Caissc  whatever  ibrm  of  government  it 
d'Amortissement,  which  offer  he  had  might  assume,  we  looked,  and  ha4 
reposed  to  reduce  to  writing ;  that  a  right  to  look  for  reparation ;  that 
e  had  afterwards  declined  to  do  so,  the  existing  government  had,  to 
alleging,  as  his  excuse,  the  unex-  some  nations,  fulfilled  engagements 
pected  amount  of  claims  which  had  contracted  during  the  imperial  go. 
been  demanded  by  the  European  vernment,  and  was  equally  bound  to 
powers,  but,  at  the  same  time,  sta.  do  so  to  the  United  States ;  and  that 
ting  that,  as  the  claims  of  American  this  obligation  was  rather  increased 
citizens  had  been  presented  in  an  than  impaired  by  their  neutral  pon* 
official  manner,  the  question  would  tion  in  the  wars  in  which  France  was 
be  lefl  open  for  their  discussion  at  involved  anterior  to  the  restoration* 
some  more  favourable  time,  after  I  then  proceeded  to  notice  his  obt 


E 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  I9f 

tervatioiui  on  the  beneficial  trade  that  it  was  entitled  to  an  ezemptioa 
vhich  we  had  carried  on  with  the  from  the  wrongs  we  sustained,  and 
belligerents,    and   remarked    that,  that  the  agressors  were  bound,  in 
admitting  the  fact  to  be  as  he  had  justice,  to  make  reparation  for  them; 
stated,  I  could  not  perceive  that  the  that  they  had  reason  to  hope  that 
right  of  the  United   States  to  ask,  the  exertions  of  their  own  govern- 
and  the  duty  of  Prance  to  grant,  ment,  and  a  returning  sense  of  jus- 
indemnity  for   spoliations    on  our  tice  on  the  part  of  France,  would 
commerce  could  be  affected  by  it ;  give  them  indemnity  for  their  losses, 
that  the  trade  with  the   belligerents  and  security  against  future  aggres- 
was  permitted  and  protected  by  the  sions;  and  that  upon  these  grounds, 
laws  of  nations,  and  we  had  a  per-  we  might  explain  their  persisting  in 
feet  right  to  enjoy  all  its  advances,  the  trade  during  the  war,  without 
and  to  claim  reparation  for  injuries  supposing  it  to  have  been  produc- 
done  to  our  citizens  whilst  engaged  tive  of  any  unusual  profits.     I  add- 
in  carrying  it  on.     I  added,  that  I  ed,  that  I  was  convinced  the  govern* 
was  not  exactly  able  to  perceive  ment  of  France  was  too  magnani- 
what    connexion   the  purchase  of  mous  and  just  to  wish  to  set  off  the 
Louisiana  could  have  with  the  sub-  fair  and  legitimate  acquisitions  of 
jects  in  discussion  between  France  our  commerce  against  our  claims  of 
«nd   the   United  States.     It  had,  I  indemnity  for  property  taken  from 
thought,  been  admitted  on  ail  sides,  us  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations. 
that  the  acquisition  of  that  province        Having  understood  from  the  Ba- 
faad  been  made  in  perfect  good  faith,  ron  de  Damas  that  he  was  not  then 
«nd  that  we  had  paid  the  stipulated  prepared  to  give  a  definitive  answer 
«am  for  it.     Whether  the  purchase  to  my  proposal,  and  having  brought 
had  been  profitable  or  unprofitable,  the  whole  subject  before  him,  we 
was  foreign,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  to  separated,  after  a  conversation   of 
tiie  subject  of  our  conference,  and  an  hour,  he  assuring  me,  at  parting, 
that  therefore  I  should,  on  that  point,  that  he  would  receive  the  orders  of 
add  but  a  single  observation,  which  the  king  on  my  proposition. 
was,  that,  considering  the  terms  on       It  is  unnecessary  to  make  any 
which  France  obtained  it,  and  the  comments  on  what  I  have  stated  as 
difficulty  she  then  apprehended  in  being  subtantially  the  conversation 
defending  it  against  Great  Britain,  which  passed  at  our  interview.     I 
she  had  perhaps  equal  reason  with  could  not  discover  that  conciliatory 
the  Unit^  States  to  be  satisfied  with  disposition  on  the   part  of  France 
the  disposition  which  had  been  made  which  the  United  States  had  a  right 
pf  it.  to  expect,  from  the  manner  in  which 
The  Baron  de  Damas  observed,  they  had  conducted  the    negotia- 
that  our  trade  with  Europe  must,  tion.     I  confess,  from  the  time  at 
after  all  our  lossss,  have  been  very  which  I  received  the  Baron  de  Da- 
profitable,  and  that,   had   it  been  mas's  letter  of  the  11th  of  Novem. 
otherwise,  we  should  not  have  per-  her,  1825,  I  have  not  been  veiy 
sisted  in  it  when  we  found  it  harrass-  sanguine  in  my  hopes    of  a  satis.- 
ed  by  the  spoliations  and  other  inju-  factory  arrangement  with  France, 
lies  of  which  we  now  complained.  I  have  tha  honour  to  be, 
I  answered,    that    our  merchants  very  respectfully,  sir, 
knew  that  the  trade  in  which  they  your  most  ob't  serv't. 
wiBie  »itt^ag«d  was  ponoitted  aod  JAMES  BROWN. 
firoCectedl]^  the  laws  of  sations; 
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Mr.  Brown  to  Baron  de  Danias, 

Paris,  19th  December,  1827.  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  which 
S1S9  these  claims  had  been  treated  by 
In  my  answer  to  the  letter  the  present  government  of  Francer 
which  I  had  the  lionour  to  receive  since  the  restoration,  when  present- 
from  your  excellency,  dated  the  11th  ed  by  my  predecessor  and  myself. 
November,  1825,1  expressed  lo  yon  Whilst  this  retrospect  will  present, 
my  belief  that  my  government,  not  on  the  one  side,  hopes  excited  and 
satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned  disappointed,  and  arguments  left 
for  postponing  the  settlement  of  the  without  answers,  it  will,  on  the  other, 
claims  of  American  citizens  for  in-  it  is  believed,  discover  a  sincere  di*- 
demnity,  would  persist  in  renewed  position  to  urge  no  unfounded  pie- 
applications  to  his  majesty's  govern-  tensions  to  facilitate  the  liquidatioa 
ment  for  their  fair  and  final  liquida-  of  just  claims,  and  to  hope  that,  by 
tion.  In  this  expectation,  founded  patience,  moderation,  and  perseve- 
on  a  conviction  of  the  justice  of  ranee,  wc  might  at  last  receive 
those  claims,  and  a  reliance  on  the  proofs  of  the  justice  of  the  Fieoch 
honour  and  magnanimity  of  the  government  in  their  final  adjustment. 
French  government,  I  have  not  been  It  will  further  prove  that,  since  the 
disappointed.  The  situation  of  the  restoration,  no  effort  has  been  want- 
claimants,  reduced  in  many  instan-  ing  on  the  part  of  the  government 
ces  from  affluence  to  poverty  by  of  the  United  States  to  present  these 
the  loss  of  property  taken  from  claims,  with  the  irresistible  prooft 
them  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  by  which  they  arc  supported,  fuHy 
French  authorities,  has  enlisted  the  before  his  majesty's  ministers,  and 
sympathies  of  their  fellow  citizens,  to  leave  no  room  for  the  suggestion 
and  induced  them  to  transmit  memo-  of  a  doubt  as  to  their  validity.  If 
rials  to  congress,  calling  upon  that  any  delay  has  taken  place  in  bring- 
body  to  endeavour,  by  all  constitu-  ing  the  negotiation  to  a  termination,  it 
tional  means,  to  obtain  redress  for  must  be  sought  for  elsewhere,  and 
wrongs  inflicted  in  direct  violation  cannot  bo  attributed  to  the  wishes 
of  the  laws  of  nations.  The  atten-  or  conduct  of  my  government, 
tion  of  both  branches  of  the  national  Your  excellency  will  permit  me 
legislature  having  thus  been  imnic-  again  to  remind  you,  that  as  early 
diately  called  to  this  subject,  the  as  the  9th  of  November,  1616,  Mr. 
house  of  representatives,  at  the  last  Gallatin  addressed  a  note  to  the 
session,  passed  a  resolution  request-  Duke  de  Richelieu,  then  his  majes- 
ing  the  president  to  continue  to  urge  ty's  minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  in 
these  claims ;  and  expressing  a  hope,  which,  af\er  making  a  general 
founded  on  the  elevated  and  liberal  statement  of  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
policy  of  his  majesty's  government,  zens  arising  under  the  various  ille- 
that  a  mode  might  be  discovered  for  gal  acts  of  the  French  government, 
their  final  settlement.  he  demanded  indemnity  on  their  ac- 
In  the  various  conversations  which  count.  Receiving  no  anwser  to  this 
I  had  with  your  excellency  on  the  note  until  the  26th  of  December  fol- 
subject  of  the  American  claims,  but  lowing,  he  requested  an  interview 
more  particularly  in  the  conferences  for  the  purpose  of  being  enabled  to 
of  the  7th  of  September,  and  2dd  of  communicate  to  his  govemrdent  the 
November  last,  I  presented  you  with  result  of  his  application.     This  in- 
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terview  took  place  on  the  20th  of  lieu  in  a  recent  interview,  he  reports 
January,  and,  in  answer  to  the  basis  the  Duke  to  have  said,  that  he  wish- 
proposed  bj  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  note  ed  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
of  the  9th  of  November,  the  Duke  the  postponement  of  our  claims  for 
de  Richelieu  observed,  that  his  offer  spoliations  did  not  imply  a  rejection 
would  fall  very  short  of  our  de-  of  them ;  that  a  portion  of  them 
mands ;  that  he  would  not  go  be-  was  considered  as  founded  in  jus- 
yond  an  indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  tice  ;  that  he  was  not  authorized  to 
at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  commit  his  majesty's  government 
of  which,  afler  being  sequestered,  by  any  positive  promise,  but  that 
had  been  deposited  in  the  Caisse  d'  it  was  their  intention  to  make  an 
Amortissement.  He  added,  that  he  arrangement  for  the  discharge  of 
would,  without  much  delay,  reduce  our  just  demands,  as  soon  as  they 
his  proposals  to  writing.  In  a  sub-  could  extricate  themselves  from 
sequent  interview,  on  the  13th  of  their  actual  embarrassments. 
April,  1817,  he  told  Mr.  Gallatin  In  the  spring  of  1818,  France 
that  he  had. concluded  not  to  give  a  concluded  treaties,  by  which  she  sti- 
written  answer  to  the  note  of  the  9th  pulated  the  amount  due  from  her 
November.  In  explanation  of  this  to  each  of  the  European  powers 
change  of  determination,  the  Duke  respectively  ;  and,  in  communica- 
stated,  that  it  was  produced  by  the  ting  these  treaties  to  the  two  cham- 
unexpected  amount  of  the  claims  bers,  in  the  month  of  April  in  that 
brought  against  France  by  the  Eu-  year,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  made 
ropean  powers.  He  said  that,  whilst  use  of  the  following  expressions : 
unable  to  meet  the  engagements  "  France  is  liberated  from  all  the 
imposed  by  the  invading  armies,  debts  contracted  towards  the  sub- 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  his  jects  of  the  other  European  powers, 
majesty's  government  would  volun-  prior  to  the  20th  of  November, 
tarily  contract  new  obligations ;  1815."  The  limitation  of  the  de- 
that,  although  it  was  not  willing  to  claration  to  European  powers,  to 
reject  absolutely  and  difinitively  the  the  exclusion  of  the  United  States, 
claims  of  American  citizens,  yet  it  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
oould  not,  at  that  time,  admit  them ;  Gallatin,  and  was  intended  to  pre- 
that  what  he  had  just  communicated  elude  the  supposition  that  any  deci- 
could  not,  for  many  reasons,  be  sion  has  been  made  by  the  French 
made  the  grounds  of  an  official  government  unfavourable  to  Ameri- 
answer  to  the  note  of  the  9th  of  can  claims. 

Nevember,  1816  ;  and  that,  there-  On  the  11th  of  February,  1819, 

fore,  a  silent  postponement  of  the  Mr.  Gallatin  presented  a  note  to  the 

subject  was,  perhaps,  the  least  ob-  Marquis  Dessolles,  French  minister 

jectionable,  since,  the  demand  for  of  foreign  affairs,   on  behalf  of  a 

indemnity   having    been    officially  claim  of  Mr.  Parish;  and,  in  that  note, 

made,  the  question  would  be  lefl  particularly  invited  the  attention  of 

entire    for   discussion    at   a  more  that  minister  to  the  subject  of  Ameri- 

favourable  time,  when  France  might  can  claims,  generally,  by  referring  to 

be  disengaged    from  her  existing  his  preceding  official  notes,  which 

embarrassments.  In  a  despatch  from  had    remained    without    answers. 

•Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  American  secre-  The  council  of  state,  on   the  29th 

tary  of  state,  dated  the  12th  July,  December,    1819,  having  rejected 

1817,  stating  what  had  passed  be-  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the 

tween  him  and  the  Duke  de  Riche-  American  ships  Telegraph  BxidDol- 
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i^  captured  by  the  French  frigatea  withstanding  his  repeated  tolicita- 
Menduie  and  Nywfhe^  and  subse-  tions  during  a  period  of  six  jean, 
quentij  burnt  at  sea»  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  of 
on  the  15th  March,  1830,  addressed  the  French  government  redress  ia 
to  Baron  Pasquier  an  official  re-  a  single  instance ;  nor  had  he  yet 
monstrance  against  that  decision,  been  honoured  with  an  answer.  The 
and  more  especially  the  grounds  Viscount  de  Montmorency  answered 
on  which  it  was  placed ;  and  de*  that  he  had  read  the  papers  rela- 
tnanded  that  the  subject  should  be  lative  to  the  Antwerp  claims,  and 
laid  before  the  king,  and  that  deci.  had  been  struck  with  their  justicot 
won  reversed  and  rescinded.  He  He  expressed  *'  his  regret  that  the 
was  afterwards  informed  by  Baron  settlement  of  this  reclamation  should 
Pasquier  that  the  remonstrance  had  have  fallen  on  the  present  minis, 
been  referred  to  the  minister  of  try."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin 
justice,  who  has  not  yet  reported  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  23d 
upon  it,  as  far  as  I  have  been  in-  April,  1822,  he  writes  as  follows: 
formed.  "in  several  conversations  I  had 
Mr.  Parish  having  a  deep  into-  with  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency 
rsst  in  a  certain  class  of  claims,  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp  case% 
distinguished  as  the  Antwerp  cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of  the  jus- 
Mr.  Gallatin,  at  his  earnest  request,  tioo  of  the  claim,  and  a  dispositioa 
•ddresaed  to  Baron  Pasquier  a  note  that  indemnity  should  be  made ;  but  I 
ill  support  of  them,  dated  the  9th  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  ofl 
of  May,  1820.  To  this  note  no  an-  ficial  answer."  Mr.  Gallatin,  after 
swer  was  ever  received.  On  the  having  obtained  the  permission  of 
81st  of  October  following,  Mr.  Gal.  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  to 
latin  addressed  another  letter  to  the  converse  with  Mr.  de  Villele  on  the 
Bfuron  Pasquier,  on  behalf  of  the  same  subject,  states  that,  in  his  con. 
olaim  of  Richard  Flaxon,  a  citizen  ference,  this  minister  had  observed 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  that  to  him,  '<  that  he  was  already  satis- 
note  mentioned  that  his  letter  of  fied,  from  the  inspection  of  the  pa- 
the  16th  of  March  preceding,  rela-  pers  in  his  department,  and  without 
tiye  to  the  cases  of  the  DoUy  and  having  seen  any  argument,  that  the 
TekgrapK  remained  without  an  claim  was  just,  and  that  the  ground 
answer.  To  this  note  no  answer  assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  let- 
was  given.  On  the  10th  of  Janu-  ter  to  Mr.  Parish,  was  untenable, 
ary,  1822,  the  same  minister  sent  a  Without  disputing  the  justice  of  the 
letter  to  tiie  Viscount  de  Montmo-  claim,  Mr.  de  Villele  suggested  ae- 
renoy,  in  which  he  enters  fully  into  veral  objections,  founded  on  the 
the  discussion  of  the  Antwerp  claims,  magnitude  of  the  wrongs  committed 
No  notice  was  taken  of  this  com-  by  Napoleon,  and  the  allied  va^ 
munioation ;  but,  in  giving  an  ac-  bility  of  France  to  repair  theia  aJL 
count  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  a  The  payments  made  by  Pranee  lo 
oonfi»rence  which  he  had  with  the  European  governments  had  been 
Viscount  Montmorency,  on  the 27th  the  result  of  arrangement,  (d'iMe 
i»f  January,  1822,  on  the  subject  of  tranaacUonf)  found^  on  equitable 
those  claims,  Mr.  Gallatin  states  principles,  and  on  an  abandoomeBly 
that,  on  pressing  our  claims  g^e-  on  the  part  of  those  governmeiitf 
ndly»  and  referring:, iii  their^upport,  of  acoBsiderablBpaitof  theirdains. 
t6  lus  eoBHimnications  of  a  preoe-  It  appeared  to  rbun  irapomble  th«t 
ding  date,  he  coniplained  that,  net-  an  applicatiea  for  fimds  could  be 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  itl 


made  to  the  dmmben  for  the  pur.  and  that  the  choice  mult,  in  that 

poae  of  satisfying  American  cliums,  respect,  be  between  the  two  follow. 

unless  it  was  the  result  of  a  trans-  ing  modes :  either  the  payment  of 

action  of  a  similar  nature*  a  stipulated  sum  in  full  discharge 

**  Even  in  that  case,  the  engage*  of  all  the  demands  of  the   United 

ment  to  pay  any  sum  at  this  time  States  for  spoliatious,  and  to  be  di»- 

for  that  object  would,   for  the  rea-  tributed  by  their  government ;  or 

eons  already  stated,  and  for  many  the  reference  of  the  whole  case  to 

others  arising  from  the  change  of  a  joint  commission,  which,   in  case 

covemment,  appear  extremely  hard,  of  disagreement,  would  refer    the 

The  only  way  to  render  it  palata-  disputed  points  to  a  sovereign  cho« 

ble  was,  that  it  should  be  accom.  sen  by  the  two  governments." 

panied  by  the  grateful  information  On  the  1st  of  June,   1822,   the 

that    the     commercial    difficulties  Viscount  Montmorency  returned  an 

were    arranged  in  a    satisfactory  answer  to  the  note  of  Air.  GallatiOy 

manner.     He  regretted,  therefore,  in  which  he  states,  ^  the  object  of 

extremely  that  the  discussion  of  the  your  claims  is,  without  doubt,  in- 

two  subjects  had  been  separated,  teresting  to  a  great  number  of  indi- 

one   being  treated  in  the   United  viduals ;  and  we  have  also  individu* 

States,    and  the  other   here ;  and  al  claims  to  make  which  are  Uke* 

he    asked    whether  it    was    pro-  wise  of  great  interest  to  the  sub- 

bable  that  the   result  of  the  nego.  jectsofthe  king,  whom  they  con- 

tiations   at   Washington  would  be  cem.     I  would  be  the  first  to  wish 

known  at  Paris  before  the  next  that  the  government  could  be  en- 

eession    of  the  chambers,    which  gaged  with  them ;  but  you  are  not 

is  to  take  place  in  June  next  V*  ignorant,  sir,  that  there  is  at  this 

Mr.  .Gallatin*  in  conclusion,  adds,  moment,  at  Washington,  a  negotia^ 

'*!  must  say  that  these  ofaserva-  tion  which  embraces  general  inte- 

tions  did  not   appear  to  me  to  be  rests  of  the  highest  importance  to 

made  with  an  intention  of  throwing  the  navigation  of  France  and  Ame* 

new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  ad-  rica. 

justment  of  our  claims,  but  for  the  '<  The  king's  council  has  judged 
purpose  of  stating  the  difficulties  that  it  was  better  to  put  off  the  ex- 
which  the  government  would  have  amination  of  the  individual  claims, 
to  encounter  in  any  attempt  to  ef-  until  the  negotiation  upon  the  gene- 
feet  that  object."  ral  interests  was   concluded;  and. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1822,  Mr.  as  soon  as  that  shall  have  taken 

Gallatin  addressed  a  letter  to  the  place,  I  shall  hasten,  sir,  to  moye» 

Viscount  de  Montmorency  on  the  in  the  king's    council,  the  exami- 

eubjectof  the  Antwerp  claims;  and,  nation  of  the  claims  which  form 

on  the  16th  of  the  same  nK>nth,  he  the  object  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 

had  a  conference  with  that  minister  May." 

on  the  subject    of  the    American  In  a  note,  dated  the  13th  of  June, 

claims  generally ;  which  turned  on  addressed  to  the  Viscount  de  Mont- 

Ihe  difficulties  which  France  would  morency,    Mr.  Gallatin,  in  reply, 

have  to  encounter  in  the  liquidation  protested  against  this  new  cause  of 

of  them.     **  The  rusult,"  Mr.  Gal-  procrastination, 

latin  states,  ^  of  a  free  conversatitm  In  the  mean  time,  the  convention 

oa  what  was  practicable,  seemed  of  the  24th  of  June,  1822,  was  con- 

to  be  thala  definitive  agreement  was  eluded  at  Washington ;  uid,  on  the 

preferable  to  a  partial  payment ;  17th  of  August,  Mr*  Gallatin,  in  a 
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note  to  the  minister,  informs  him  establish  their  relations  upon  the 
that  "the  cause  assigned  by  your  most  perfect  equality, 
excellency,  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  "  In  this  spirit  of  reciprocal  jus. 
June  last,  for  suspending  their  con-  tice,  I  have  received  the  claims 
side  ration,  being  happily  removed  which  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
by  the  late  commercial  arrange,  to  transmit  to  me,  and,  without  pre- 
ment,  I  trust  that  no  further  delay  judging  any  thing  in  their  regard,  I 
will  take  plaee,  and  that,  in  con  for-  must,  Srst  of  all,  sir,  remind  you 
mity  with 'the  tenor  of  that  letter,  that  France  h€U9  also  claims  pend- 
your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  ing,  or  to  be  produced  to  the  go. 
bring  that  important  subject  before  vernmcnt  of  the  United  States.  It 
the  king's  council."  would  appear  agreeable  to  the  lute- 
in a  despatch,  dated  the  24th  of  rest  of  the  two  parties,  and  to  the 
September,  1822,  addressed  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice  and  of  protec 
American  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  tion  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  two 
Gallatin  states;  <'I  had  yesterday  states  have  equally  a  right,  that 
a  conference  with  Mr.  de  Yillele  on  these  affairs  should  be  examined 
the  subject  of  our  claims.  He  ex-  and  arranged  simultaneously  by 
pressed  his  wish  that  a  general  ar-  way  of  negotiation, 
rangement  might  take  place,  embra-  <<Hi8  majesty's  intention  would 
cmg  all  the  subjects  of  discussion  be  that  these  claims  and  the  other 
between  the  two  countries ;  stated  points  in  dispute,  upon  which  the 
those  to  be  the  reclamations  of  the  convention  of  June  has  not  been 
United  States  for  spoliations  on  their  able  to  pronounce,  should  be  the 
trade ;  those  of  France,  on  account  object  of  this  negotiation,  in  cider 
of  Beaumarchais'  claim,  and  of  the  to  terminate  simultaneously,  and  in 
vessels  captured  on  the  coast  of  a  difinitive  manner,  every  disputa 
Africa,  and  the  question  arising  between  the  two  states,  especially 
under  the  Louisiana  treaty ;  and  in  what  concerns  the  duties  received 
asked  me  if  I  was  prepared  to  ne-  in  Louisiana  on  the  French  com- 
gotiate  upon  all  those  points  ?  I  merce,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the 
answered  that  I  was  ready  to  dis-  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
cuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must  object  sion. 

to  uniting  the  Louisiana  question  to  *^  You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in 
that  of  claims  for  indemnity,  as  this  intention  of  his  majesty,  the 
they  were  essentially  distinct ;  and  mostfirmdesireof  leaving,  in  future, 
as  1  thought  that,  ailer  all  that  had  no  cause  or  pretext  of  misunder- 
passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  standing  or  of  complaint  between 
that  no  further  obstacle  would  be  the  two  states,  and  on  the  part  of 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  discussion  their  respective  subjects 
of  our  claims,  by  connecting  it  with  <<  If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to 
subjects  foreign  to  them."  follow  this  march,  I  pray  you  to  let 
On  the  6th  of  November,  1822,  me  know,  and  I  will  hasten  to  de- 
Mr.  de  Villele  transmitted  a  note  to  mand  of  the  king  the  necessarr 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  which,  afler  alluding  powers  to  a  negotiator  charged  witn 
to  the  convention  recently  concluded  treating  with  you." 
at  Washington,  he  proceeds  to  ob-  In  answering  this  note,  Mr.  Gal- 
•erve  that,  "if  any  partial  difficul-  latin,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  de  Villele, 
ties  shall  still  remain  to  be  removed,  dated  the  12th  November,  says :  <<  I 
they  will  be  easily  arranged  between  have  special  powers  to  negotiate  a 
two  powers,  who  sincerely  wish  to  convention  providing  for  the  just 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.        .  193 

claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  correspondence ;    in  the  course  of 

States  against  France,  as  also  for  which,  arguments,  in  support  of  the 

the  like  claims  of  French  subjects  construction    insisted  on   by  each 

against  the  United  States,  with  such  party    respectively,     were    made 

persons  as  may  have  a  like  autho-  known  to  the  other.  '  I  have,  in  the 

rity  from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  mean  while,  for  six  years,  made 

As  minister  of  the  United  States,  I  unceasing  applications  to  his  ma<* 

am  authorized  to  discuss  the  ques-  jesty's  government  for  the  settle- 

tion  respecting  the  construction  of  ment  of  claims  to  a  vast  amounty 

the  eighth  aricle  of  the  Louisiana  affecting  the  interests  of  numerous 

treaty,  and  to  give  and  to  receive  individuals,   and  arising  from  fla- 

explanations  on  that  subject.     But  grant  violations  of  the  law  of  nations 

the  negotiation  on  that  point  having  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 

been  transferred  to  Washington,  no  without  having  ever  been  able  to 

special  powers,  in  that  respect,  have  obtain,  to  this  day,  satisfaction  in  a 

been    transmitted  to  me.      1  .had  single   instance,  or  even  that  the 

understood,  in  the  course  of  the  con-  subject  should  be  taken  into  con* 

ference  1  had   the  honour  to  have  sidcration  and  discussed.     Afler  so 

with  your  excellency  on  the  23d  of  many  vexatious  delays,  for  which 

September,    and    had   accordingly  different  causes  have,  at  different 

written  to  my  government,  that  it  times,  been  assigned,  it  cannot  now 

was  not  intended  to  insist  that  that  be  intended  again  to  postpone  the 

subject  should  be  blended  with  that  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  in- 

of  private  claims.     It  is  indeed  ob-  sisting  that  it  shall  be  treated  in 

vious  that  it  would  be  utterly  unjust  connexion  with  one  foreign  to  it,  and 

to  make  the  admission  of  these  to  which  has  already  been  discussed, 

depend  on  the  result  of  a  negotia-  The   United  States  have,  at  least, 

tion  on  a  subject  with  which  they  the  right  to  ask  that  their  demands 

have  no  connexion   whatever,  and  should  also  be  examined  and  dis- 

the  difficulties  respecting  which  are  cussed  ;  and  I  trust  that,  since  I  am 

of  a  date   posterior  to  that  of  the  authorized  to  treat,  as  well  concern, 

claims.  ing  the  claims  of  French   subjects 

«<A11  the  representations  which  against  the   United   States,  as  re- 

his  majesty's  government  has  made  specting  those  of  American  citizens 

to  that  of  the  United  States,  whether  against  France,  a  distinct  negotia. 

on  private  or  on  public  subjects,  have  tion  to  that  effect   will   be  opened 

uniformly  been  taken  into  considera-  without  any  further  delay." 

tion,  and  received  that  attention  to  The  reply  of  Mr.  de  Villele  to 

which  they  were  so  justly  entitled,  this  letter,  continuing  to  insist  that 

In  no  instance  has  the  government  all  the  points  of  disagreement  should 

of  the  United  States  declined  to  open  be   embraced    in   one  negotiation, 

a  discussion  on   any  subject  thus  Mr.    Gallatin   had   no   alternative 

offered  to  their    consideration  by  lefl  but  that  of  referring  the  whole 

France,   or  made  it  a  preliminary  affair  to  his  government,  which  was 

condition  that  the  discussion  should  accordingly  done, 

also  embrace  some  other  subject  on  Mr.  Gallatin,  on   his  departure 

which  they  might  happen  to  take  from  Paris,  left    Mr.    Sheldon    in 

a  greater  interest.     The  question  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  United 

concerning  the  eighth  article  of  the  States,    who,   having  received   in- 

Louisiana  treaty  has,  in  particular,  structions  to  that  effect,  addressed  a 

been  the  subject  of  a  voluminous  note  to  the  Viscount  Chateaubriand, 
Aa 
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then  his   majesty's  minister  of  h-  founded  on  wrongs  of  the  roost  ag^ 

reign  affairs,  insisting  on  entering  gravated  character, 

into  a  discussion  of  the  American  I  shall  forbear  from   repeating 

claims   without  connecting  it  with  the    arguments  which   have  been 

the  question  under  the  eighth  article  urged  at  various  times  in  support  of 

of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  which  note  those  claims.     They  have  never 

remained  unanswered.  been  answered  by  the  government 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1824,  and  of  France,  and  are  believed  to  be 
soon  after  my  arrival  in  France,  I  unanswerable.  Their  justice  has 
presented  to  the  same  minister  a  not  yet  been  denied,  nor  in  any  way 
note  to  the  same  effect  with  the  one  controverted,  unless  the  letter  of 
presented  by  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  on  your  excellency  of  the  11th  of  No- 
the8thday  of  May,  received  his  an-  vember,  1825,  upon  which  I  shall 
swer,  in  which  he  insists  on  con-  hereafler  remark,  shall  be  const^ 
necting,  in  a  single  negotiation,  all  dered  as  intended  for  that  purpose* 
the  points  of  difference  between  the  The  justice  of  a  very  large  portion 
two  nations.  Having  communica-  of  them  has  been  expressly  acknow- 
ted  this  answer  to  my  government,  lodged  by  more  than  one  of  his  ma- 
it  thought  fit,  after  the  accession  of  jesty's  ministers  of  foreign  affairs* 
his  present  majesty  to  the  throne,  An  offer  was  made  more  than  ten 
and  your  excellency's  appointment  years  ago  by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
to  the  ofiice  of  minister  of  foreign  oi  indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  at  sea* 
affairs,  to  instruct  me  to  make  ano-  and  for  those  of  which  the  proceeds 
ther  effort  to  obtain  a  hearing  of  had  only  been  sequestered  and  de- 
our  claims,  unconnected  with  the  posited  in  the  caisse  d'amortisse- 
subject  of  the  eighth  article ;  and,  ment ;  which  promise  he  expressed 
accordingly,  in  conformity  with  my  his  intention  to  reduce  to  writing, 
instructions,  I  addressed  a  note  to  but  afterwards  declined  to  do ;  sta- 
your  excellency  to  that  effect,  dated  ting,  at  the  same  time,  that  be  was 
the  22d  of  October,  1824.  not   willing  to  reject  the  claims  of 

I  shall  not  fatigue  your  excel-  our  citizens  definitively,  but  that 
lency  by  reverting  to  the  delays  they  could  not  be  admitted  at  thai 
which  interposed  themselves  be-  time.  He  afterwards  stated  that  he 
tween  the  date  of  this  note  and  its  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
answer,  but  shall  content  myself  that  a  postponement  did  not  amount 
with  expressing  my  regret  that  this  tq  a  rejection.  Nearly  six  years 
answer  adhered  to  the  determina-  ago  the  Viscount  de  Montmor^icy 
lion  of  your  predecessor,  and  con-  stated  to  Mr.  Gallatin  that  he  had 
tained  a  refusal  to  discuss  the  claims  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  Ant- 
otherwise  than  in  connexion  with  werp  sequestrations,  and  that  he 
all  the  other  points  of  disagreement  had  been  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
beween  the  two  governments.  the  justice  of  the  claim.  On  asub- 
.  I  have  thus  presented  your  ex-  sequent  occasion,  the  18th  May, 
cellency  with  a  brief  but  faithful  re-  1822,  a  prospect,  unfortunately  not 
view,  derived  from  official  corres-  afterwards  realized,  was  presented 
pondence,  of  the  course  of  conduct  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement  by 
pursued  by  France  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  in 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  spo-  full  discharge  of  the  demands  of  the 
liations  on  their  property,  amounting  United  States  for  spoliations,  to  be 
to   many  millions  of  dollars,  and  distributed   by   the  American  go- 
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yenunenty  or  by  the  reference  of  the  has  been  full  conviction,  on  the  part 

whole  case  to  a  joint  commission.  of  my  government,  that  those  pre- 

The  causes  which  have  hitherto  tensions  rest  on  no  solid  foundation* 

delayed  or  obstructed  the  fulfilment  £ven  on  the  supposition  that  France 

of  the  well-founded  expectations  of  entertains  the  opposite  conviction* 

the  government  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  how  she 

are  far    from   being  satisfactory,  can  derive  from  it  any  just  reason 

When  these  claims  were  first  pre-  to    withhold    satisfaction    of    our 

sented   by  Mr.    Gallatin  in  1816,  claims.     The  two  subjects  are  in. 

and  for  some  time  afterwards,   the  congruous  and  unconnected*     The 

embarrassed  state  of  France  i^as  one  rests  upon  a  contract,  in  the 

assigned  as  a  motive  for  their  post-  intrepretation  of  which   the  parties 

ponement  until  a  more  auspicious  may  sincerely   differ ;     the  other 

period.     This  period  arrives,  when  arises  out  of  wrongs  conunitted  in 

France  is  again   rich,  prosperous,  notorious  violation  of   the  law  of 

and    powerful,    and    her  finances  nations,  the  character  of  which  ad- 

fiourishing.     It  is  then  intimated  by  mits  of  no  difference  of  opinion. 

France  that  our  claims  might  have  The  one  is  national,  the  other  indi- 

been  more  favourably  received  had  vidual.     Supposing  the  respective 

they   been  pressed  forward  at  an  claims  of  the  two  nations  to  be  simi. 

earlier  day.      We  have  unfortu-  lar,  the  priority  of  injury  gives  to 

nately,  it  would  seem,  always  been  the  United  States  a  right  to  prior 

too  soon  or  too  late.  redress.     Nor  can   any  adequate 

The  commercial  difficulties  which  motive  be  perceived  for  withholding 

afterwards  arose  between  the  Uni-  that  redress  from  the  consideration 

ted  States  and  France,  and  which  of  settling  all  matters  of  difierence* 
originated  with  the  latter,  were  made        The  propriety  of  removing,   if 

a  cause  for  the  further  postpone-  practicable,  ail  causes  of  misunder. 

ment  of  the  American  claims  until  standing,  is  readily  admitted  ;  but 

those  difficulties  should  be  adjusted,  if  that  be  not  attainable,  it  does  not 

These  were  happily   removed  by  follow  that  none  should  be  renooved ; 

the  convention  concluded  at  Wash-  and,  especially,  it  does  not  follow 

ington  in  June,  1822.     The  United  that  those  should  not  be  obviated 

States  had  then  a  right  confidently  which   are   attended   with  a  deep 

to  expect  the  long  deferred  indem-  sense  of  the  injuries  from  which 

nity.    In  this  they  were  disappoint-  they  have  originated. 
ed  by  the  interposition,  on  the  part        It  may  be  true,  as  your  excellent 

of  France,  of  a  claim   under  the  cy  has  alleged,  that  his  majesty,  on 

eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trecu  ascending  the  throne  of  his  anoes- 

ty,  which,  I  am  ;sorry  to  say,  ap-  tors,  could  not  take,  nor  has  takec* 

pears  to  my  government  in  the  light  the  engagement  to  satisfy  all  the 

only  of  another  mode  of  procrasti-  charges  imposed  on  him  as  indem- 

nating  the  adjustment  of  its  claims,  nity  for  the  depredations  committed 

The  claim  of  France  under   the  by  the  usurping  governnrient,  and 

Louisiana  treaty  has  already   been  yet  the  obligation  of  France  to  re- 

fully  examined  and  elaborately  dis-  dress  the  injuries  suffered   by  the 

cussed   by   the   two  governments  :  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  be 

every  argument  has  been  exhaust-  perfect.     I  do  not  consider  it  neces- 

ed,  the  most  respectful  and  patient  sary  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 

attention  has  been  given  to  the  pre-  usurpation    which  is   presented  in 

tensions  of  France,  and  the  result  your  excellency's  letter.    It  is  suf- 
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cient  for  the  United  States  that  those  sible  conditions.  Nor  can  my  go- 
wrongs  and  depredations  proceed,  vemment  admit  the  propriety  of  aS' 
ed  from  the  actual  government  of  sociating,  in  the  same  negotiatioEff 
France  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  disputed  demand  under  the 
the  responsibility  of  France  to  make  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
reparation  for  wrongs  committed  Cy  with  incontestible  claims  of 
under  the  authority  of  any  form  of  American  citizens,  a  large  portioQ 
government  which  she  may   have    of  which  claims,  as  I  have  already 

established,  or  to  which  she  may  had  the  honour  to  show,  so  far  from 
have  submitted,  from  time  to  time,    being  questioned,  has  been  admitted 

cannot    be   reasonably   contested,  by  France  to  be  just. 
The  king  of  Prance,  on  ascending        The  president  ofthe  United  States 

the  throne    of  his   ancestors,   as-  has  seen,  with  surprise  and  regret, 

sumed  the  government  with  all  the  the   adherence  of  France   to  the 

duties,  rights  and  obligations,  which  principle  of  such  an  unnatural  con. 

appertained  to  the  French   nation,  nexion.  But  whilst  my  government 

and,  it  is  believed,  cannot  justly  must  constantly  protest   against  it, 

claim  absolution  f^om  any  of  those  and  reiterate  its   strong  conviction 

obligations  or  duties.     The  com-  that  the  claim  of  France  under  the 

plaint  of  my  government  is  precise-  eighth  article  of  the  Lousiana  trea- 

ly  that   his  majesty's  government  ty  has  no  just  foundation,  I  have 

has  not  taken  upon   itself  the  en-  been  instructed,  with  a  view  of  af- 

gagement  to  make  that  indemnity  fording  a  signal  proof  of  the  equita- 

to  which  American  citizens  are  en-  ble  and  conciliatory  dispos^on  of 

tilled  in  consequence  of  the  wrong-  the  United  States,  to  propose  to  you, 

ful  acts  committed  under  previous  as  a  basis   for  the  settlement  of  the 

French  governments.  That  engage-  question  arising  under  that  article, 

ment   might   have  been  voluntarily  that  it  be  submitted  to  arbitration, 

assumed  by  his  majesty's   govern.  I  have  now  the  honour  of  making 

tnent  from   a  spontaneous  sense  of  to  you,  sir,  distinctly,  that  proposal, 

justice,  and  the  claims  of  American  and,  should  that  basis  be  agreed  to 

citizens   liquidated  without  the  in-  by  his  majesty's  government,  I  am 

ter position  of  the  government  of  the  authorized,  and  shall  be  ready,  in 

United  States.     It  it  because  that  concert  with   your  excellency,   to 

has  not  been  done,  that  the  interpo-  proceed  to  agree  upon  and  state  the 

sition  of  the  United  States  became  precise  question  to   be  submitted, 

necessary,  and  has  been  constantly  and  to  arrange  and  prepare  what- 

made  during  the  last  twelve  years,  ever  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the 

The  government  of  the  United  arbitration  into  effect.     I  sincerely 

States  is  always  ready  to  acknow.  hope  that  this  proposal  may  be  ac- 

ledge  any  proofs  of  justice  or  bene-  cepted   in  the  same  friendly  and 

volence  which  may  be  exhibited  by  conciliatory  spirit  in  which   it  is 

other  nations  towards  its  citizens,  made,  and  that  ic  may  remove  the 

It  cannot,   however,  entirely  con-  great  obstacle  which   has   hitherto 

cur  with  your  excellency  in  estima-  opposed  itself  to  the  adjustment  of 

ting  as  among  the  number  any  con-  all  the  existing  subjects  of  dispute 

sent    which   France  has    hitherto  between    the    two    governmenti. 

given    to  exanune   the  claims  of  Whatever  may  be   your  excellen- 

American  citizens,    connected    as  cy's  decision  upon  this  proposal,  I 

that  consent  has  been  with  inadmis-  hope  I  shall  be  favoured  with  an 
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answer  at  as  early  a  day  as  your  the  assurances  of  the  high  consi- 

convenieneewill  permity  and  I  avail  deration  with  which  I  have  the  ho- 

myself  with  pleasure  of  this  ooca-  nour  to  he,  &c. 
sion  to  renew  to  your  excellency  Jaxbs  Bbown. 


No.  60. 


Mr,  Broum  to  Mr.  Clay* 


Fari«,  27th  Febraary,  1828. 

The  Baron  de  Damas,  late 
minister  of  foreign  afiairs,  not  hav- 
ing returned  any  answer  to  the  let- 
ter which  I  addressed  to  him  on  the 
19th  of  December  last,  I  resolved 
to  resume  the  subject  with  his  sue- 
cesser,  as  soon  as  I  could  ascertain 
that  the  new  ministry  had  found,  in 
the  disposition  of  the  two  chambers, 
some  security  for  their  continuance 
in  office.  The  best  view  which  I 
have  been  able  to  take  of  the  tem- 
per 4md  composition  of  the  cham- 
bers, having  satisfied  me  that  no 
immediate  changes  would  probably 
be  made,  at  least  none  in  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  I  re- 
quested and  obtained  an  interview 
with  the  Count  de  la  Ferronnays, 
at  which,  after  presenting  him  with 
a  brief  outline  of  the  negotiation  for 
iademnhy,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  unexpectedly  arrested 
fay  the  interposition,  on  the  part  of 
Prance,  of  her  claim  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea- 
ty, I  expressed  my  earnest  wish 
that  he  would  give  me  his  answer 
to  the  proposal  which  I  had  made 
to  submit  the  question  under  that 
article  to  arbitration.  1  told  him 
that  the  president  had  always  con- 
sidered the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
claim  of  France,  under  that  article, 
as  a  grievous  hardship  to  such  of 
our  citizens  as  had  been  unjustly 
deprived  of  their  property  by  acts 
of  tiie  French  authorities,  and  there* 


fore  felt  the  noost  earnest  solicitude 
to  remove  out  of  the  way  every 
pretext  for  the  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  adjustment  of  their 
claims.  I  observed  that  it  was  with 
this  view,  and  also  in  order  to  af- 
ford France  a  striking  proof  of  his 
conciliatory  disposition,  that  he  had 
instructed  me  to  propose  the  sub- 
mission of  that  question  to  arbi- 
tration. I  added,  that  I  could  per- 
ceive no  reasonable  objection  which 
France  could  urge  againt  the  mode 
proposed,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
only  one  lefl  for  deciding  a  question 
upon  which,  after  the  most  elaborate 
discussions,  and  perhaps  with  an 
equally  sincere  desire  of  coming  to 
a  friendly  understanding,  the  two 
governments  had  not  been  able  to 
agree.  I  concluded  by  repeating, 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  my 
hope  that  I  might  be  favoured  with 
an  early  and  definitive  answer  to  the 
proposal  contained  in  my  letter. 

In  reply  to  my  observations. 
Count  de  la  Ferronnays  remarked, 
that  circumstances  which  he  presum- 
ed were  known  to  me,  (alluding,  as 
1  believe,  to  his  long  absence  from 
France  as  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  St  Petersburg,  and  his  recent  ap- 
pointment to  the  department  of  fo- 
reign affairs,)  together  with  the  ur- 
gency  of  business  arising  out  of  the 
present  state  of  aflairs,  had  hitherto 
prevented  him  from  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  the  subject  of  our  nego- 
tiation  ;  that  the  mode  I  had  pro- 
posed of  deciding  the  question  imder 
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the  Louisiana  treaty,  had,  he  be- 
lieved, already,  in  some  instances, 
been  advantageously  resorted  to  by 
the  government  oflhe  United  States ; 
that  he  felt  himself  deeply  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
good  understanding  which  had  so 
long  existed  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  and  was  sincere- 
ly disposed  to  place  the  relations 
of  the  two  countries  on  the  most 
friendly  footing ;  that,  although  he 
was  not  at  that  moment  sufficiently 
well  acquainted  with  the  subject  to 
accept  or  reject  the  proposed  mode 
of  adjustment,  yet,  that  he  would, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  ex. 
amine  the  correspondence,  and 
give  me  his  definitive  answer.  He 
added  that,  after  an  attentive  ex- 
amination of  the  subject,  cuid  before 
he  should  send  me  his  answer  in 
writing,  he  would  seek  an  opportu- 
nity of  having  a  frank  and  fnendly 
conversation  with  me  on  the  points 
in  dispute  between  France,  and  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  pave  the 
way  to  a  settlement  of  all  differ- 
ences now  existing  between  the 
two  nations. 

I  assured  him  that  I  should  at  all 
times  be  ready  and  and  willing  to 
enter  with  him  upon  the  examina- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  that  I  felt 
a  strong  expectation  that,  with  mu- 


tual  good  dispositions,  we  miglit 
arrive  at  an  amicable  and  satis&ctorf 
settlement  of  them. 

With  all  the  disappointments  we 
have  experienced  in  the  coarse  of 
this  long,  vexatious,  and  hitherto 
unprofitable  negotiation,  fresh  in  my 
recollection,  I  cannot  suppress  a 
hope  that  we  shall  meet  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  present  ministry  a 
more  favourable  course  of  proceed- 
ing in  relation  to  our  claims,  than 
we  experienced  from  the  last. 

The  high  reputation  the  Count  de 
la  Ferronnays  enjoys  for  candor 
and  justice,  his  habits  of  business, 
and  I  trust  freedom  from  any  unrea- 
sonable prepossessions  against  our 
claims,  justify  a  hope  that  he  will 
not  unnecesscurily  retard  the  settle- 
ment of  them,  by  insisting  that  we 
shall  surrender  our  rights  under  the 
Louisiana  treaty  in  order  to  obtain 
indemnity. 

However  this  may  be,  I  shall  kse 
no  time  in  obtaining,  if  possible,  a 
satisfactory  answer  on  the  suliject 
of  the  proposed  arbitration. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect,  sir, 
Your  obedient  and 
Faithful  servant, 
JAMES  BROWN. 
Hox.  Henry  Clat, 

Secretary  of  Staie,  Wtuhingion. 


No.  84. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Brawn  to  Mr.  Clay. 


Pirifl,  May  19, 1828. 


I  addressed  a  note  to  his  excel- 
lency the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
requesting  an  interview,  and  re- 
ceived his  answer,  appointing  the  8th 
instant  for  that  purpose.  My  object 
was  to  urge  him  to  answer  the  let- 
ter which  I  addressed  to  his  prede- 


cessor on  the  19th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1827. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  delayed 
pressing  for  that  answer  until  suffi- 
cient time  had  been  allbwed  him  to 
examine  the  whole  corresp<NHleiioe 
on  the  subject  of  our  claims ;  but, 
that  I  hoped  he  was  now  prepared 
to  communicate  his  decision  upon 
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the  point  to  which    my  letter  re- 
lated. 

He  obsenred  that  the  American 
claims  were  large  in  arooimt ;  that, 
even  omitting  for  the  present  any 
objections  he  might  find  it  necessary 
to  make  to  them,  he  feared  he 
could  not  encourage  a  hope  that 
they  would  be  satisfied,  because,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  finances  of 
France,  with  a  large  deficit  in  the 
revenue,  a  proposal  for  a  large  loan, 
and  the  probability  of  augmented 
expenses  on  the  part  of  thcgovern- 
ment,  arising  out  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs  in  Europe,  he  could  not  per- 
ceive how  ministers  could,  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  apply  to  the  ^ 
chambers  for  an  appropriation  suffi- 
ciently large  to  satisfy  the  Ameri- 
can claimants. 

I  answered,  that  the  amount  of 
the  claims  proved  the  extent  of  the 
injury  sustained  by  the  claimants, 
but  could  not  be  urged  as  a  reason 
why  France  ought  not  to  liquidate 
them :  that  the  object  of  the  letter 
to  which  I  had  immediately  called 
his  attention,  was  to  remove,  by  ar- 
bitration, an  objection  which  had 
for  some  years  been  made  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  our  claims,  and  that  I 
hoped  it  would  be  convenient  for 
him,  without  any  further  delay,  to 
inform   roe  whether  the   proposal 


made  by  the  president  had  or  had 
not  received  his  approbation. 

He  replied  that,  on  examining  the 
question,  he  had  determined  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  council  for  its  decisionf 
that  he  would  prepare  a  statement 
for  that  purpose,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
obtained  a  decision,  he  would  send 
an  answer  to  my  letter. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation, 
he  intimated  that  our  claims  might 
have  had  a  better  prospect  of  suc- 
cess had  they  been  presented  and 
urged  with  the  European  claims  at 
the  general  settlement  which  took 
place  anterior  to  the  evacuation  of 
France  by  the  allied  armies.  I  ob- 
served that  we  had  been  neutral  in 
the  war  which  led  to  that  settlement, 
and  could  not  properly  become  par. 
ties  to  it;  that  our  claims  were 
against  France  for  injuries  done  ta 
our  citizens  at  a  time  when  the  two 
countries  were  in  a  state  of  peace^ 
and  that  we  had  always  relied  on 
the  justice  of  the  French  govern- 
ment for  indemnity*  As  he  did  not 
further  insist  on  this  point,  I  presume 
he  considered  it  as  having  no  im* 
portant  bearing  on  the  question. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  consideration,  sir. 
Your  faithful  and  obd't  serv\ 
JAMES  BROWN. 
Hon.  Hbnsy  Clait,  ^ec*  &c.  ^. 


No  85. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay* 


Paris,  July  29,  1828. 


In  my  despatch  No.  84, 1  had 
the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  had  assur- 
ed me  that  he  would  submit  to  the 
council  my  letter  of  the  19th  De- 
cember last,  and  communicate  its 
decision  by  an  answer  to  that  letter. 


At  that  time,  and,  indeed,  for  some 
time  after,  it  was  not  considered 
altogether  certain  that  the  present 
ministry  could  command  a  majority 
in  the  two  chambers.  The  course 
pursued  by  them  since  the  opening 
of  the  legislature,  has  so  well  cor- 
responded with  the  public  opinion, 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  passing 


200  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1835J— 33. 

all  the  important  laws  proposed  by  in  council  with  any  decided  opposi* 

the  king  by  large  majorities,  and,  tion  in  the  course  he  wished  to  pur* 

consequently,  that  they  have  a  fair  sue,  yet  it  was  believed  that  these 

prospect  of  a  long  tenure  of  their  claims  not  having  been  presented  at 

places:   our  claims   for  indemnity  the  general   settlement,  and   being 

were  mentioned  in  favourable  terms  now  of  ancient  date,  could  not  be 

by  some  member  of  the  chamber  of  fairly  examined  until  after  the  ad-> 

deputies,  and  I  considered  the  mo«  joumnnent  of  the  chambers, 
ment   as  having    arrived  when  I        I  told  him  that  an  attentive  pera- 

oould  press  them  with  some  hope  of  sal  of  the  correspondence  would 

success.     I  therefore  sought  a  con-  satisfy  any  impartial  mind,  that  the 

ference  with  the  minister  of  foreign  claims  to  indemnity  ought  not  to  be 

affairs,  who  received  me  on  the  24th  objected  to  on  either  of  the  grounds 

instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn-  which  had   been  mentioned ;   that 

ing.  the  United  States  had,  during  the 

I  introduced  the  subject  by  re-  long  war  in  which  France  had  been 
marking  that  I  had  permitted  some  involved,  preserved  their  neutrality ; 
time  to  elapse  since  my  last  conversa-  that  they  had  no  share  in  the  even^ 
tion  with  him  on  the  subject  of  in-  which  led  to  the  settlement  which 
demnity;  and  on  the  subject  of  my  terminated  that  war;  that,  in  re- 
letter  to  the  Baron  de  Damas,  of  the  porting  the  settlement  of  the  clainis 
19th  of  last  December,  that  I  was  on  France,  the  Duke  of  Richelieu 
not  ignorant  that  much  of  his  time  had  pronounced  in  the  chambers 
was  necessarily  devoted  to  the  im-  that  she  had  discharged  herengage- 
portant  discussions  in  the  twooham-  menti  with,  and  satisfied  the  clainis 
bers,  but  that  I  hoped  enough  had  of  the  European  powers— omittmg 
remained  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  American  claims  from  the  com- 
the  correspondence  on  the  subjects  munication,  they  being  reserved  for 
to  the  council,  and  that  he  was  then  discussion  and  settlement  at  the  ex- 
prepared  to  communicate  to  me  its  press  suggestion  of  the  minister  of 
decision.  the  United  States.    I  observed,  that 

He  replied  that  he  regretted  very  as  early  as  the  date  of  the  obnox- 
much  that  he  could  not  then  offer  ious  decrees,  in  consequence  of 
me  a  satisfactory  answer ;  that  he  which,  we  suffered  the  losses  for 
had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  which  we  now  ask  indemnity,  our 
mentioned  the  subject  in  council,  minister  at  Paris  had  remonstrated 
and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  ne-  against  them,  and  against  the  spo- 
gotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  liations  and  wrongs  we  suffered 
close ;  that  he  thought  we  had  a  under  them ;  that  Mr.  Barlow  had 
right  to  expect  it;  that  he  had  sta-  been  sent  to  France,  instructed  to 
ted  in  council  that  his  own  situation  demand  reparation  of  the  Imperial 
was  unpleasant  in  being  compelled  government,  which,  but  for  his  un- 
to meet  our  applications  for  a  deci-  fortunate  death,  he  would  probably 
sion  by  postponements ;  that,  for  have  obtained ;  that,  notwithstand* 
himself,  he  preferred  an  immediate  ing  the  existence  of  the  war  between 
examination  of  our  claims,  in  order  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
that,  if  groundless,  they  might  be  Mr.  Crawford,  not  long  after  Mr. 
definitively  rejected ;  if  just,  that  Barlow's  death,  arrived  in  Paris 
they  might  be  admitted,  and  provi.  with  instructions  and  powers  to  cany 
sion  made  for  th^ir  payment.  He  on  the  negotiation,  but  had  been 
added  that,  although  he  did  not  meet  prevented  from  proceeding  in  it,  by 
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the  great  events  which  happened  in 
1814  and  1815 ;  that,  early  in  1816, 
Mr.  Gallatin  arrived,  and,  after  pre- 
senting the  claims,  continued  during 
nearly  seven  years  earnestly  urging 
their  settlement.  I  concluded  by 
mentioning  that  my  efforts  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  close  had,  for 
more  than  four  years,  been  as  unre- 
mitted as  they  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful, and  that  I  could  not,  under  these 
circumstances,  conceive  how  our 
claims  could  be  objected  to  on  ac* 
count  of  their  ancient  date.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  already  said 


as  to  his  own  wish  to  bring  the  ne- 
gotiation to  a  close,  and  assured  mf 
that  he  would  again,  as  soon  as  the 
session  shall  have  closed,  submit 
the  question  in  council,  and  transmit 
to  me  his  answer  to  my  letter  of  the 
19tli  December. 

On  the  26th,  I  addressed  to  him 
a  note,  of  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  enclose  a  copy. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  consideration,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  BROWN. 
HoN«  Henry  Clat,  &c.,  &c.,  &c« 


Mr.  Brwm  to  Count  de  la  Ferronnays. 


Paris,  Jaly  36,  1928. 

Sir, 

In  the  interview  with  which 
your  excdilency  honoured  me  on 
the  24th  instant,  I  expressed  to  you 
the  regret  1  felt  at  the  delay,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government,  in 
adjusting  the  claims  for  indemnity 
on  behalf  of  certain  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  giving  an 
answer  to  my  letter  addressed  to 
your  predecessor  on  the  Idth  of 
last  December,  in  which  I  proposed 
to  submit  to  arbitration  the  question 
arising  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty. 

The  intimation  given  me  by  you, 
that  some  objection  had  been  made 
to  those  claims  because  they  had 
not  been  presented  with  those  of  the 
allied  powers  anterior  to  the  evacua- 
tion of  France,  and  because  of  their 
ancient  date,  excited  some  surprise. 
The  United  States  had  never  been 
parties  to  the  war  which  was  to  be 
terminated  by  that  liquidation,  but 
had  always  occupied  a  neutral  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  France.  The 
correspondence  between  the  two 
Bb 


governments,  if  carefully  examined) 
will  prove  that  any  postponement  of 
the  adjustment  of  American  claims 
which  has  taken  place  is  attributable 
to  the  French  government  alone, 
which  has,  on  various  alleged 
grounds,  declined  entering  into  a 
discussion  of  them,  and  not  to  the 
United  States,  who  have  constantly 
urged  their  final  settlement. 

Your  excellency  has  expressed  to 
me  your  intention  again  to  submit 
the  questions  now  depending  between 
France  and  the  United  States  to  the 
council,  so  soon  as  the  urgent  busi- 
ness of  the  session  of  the  chambers 
shall  have  terminated ;  and  I  have 
now  earnestly  to  request  that  you 
will  carefully  examine  the  whole 
correspondence,  and  particularly  no- 
tice  the  repeated  add  constant  efforts 
which  have  been  made  by  my  go- 
vernment to  obtain  a  settlement  of 
those  claims ;  efforts  which,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  would  have  been 
successful,  but  for  the  delays  which 
had  been  opposed  by  France  to  the 
progress  of  the  negotiation. 

With  a  sincere  and,  I  trust,  mu- 
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tual  desire  to  settle  these  questionst 
which  are  the  only  ones  which  can 
hj  possibility  disturb  the  harniony 
which  has  so  long  and  so  happily 
existed  between  the  United  States 
and  his  majesty's-  government,  I 
have  reason  to  hope  that  we  shall 


be  enabled  to  bring  them  to  a  speedy 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 
I  have  the  honour,  dec, 

JAMES  BROWN. 
His  excellency  Coitnt  db  la  Feb- 

KONNAYS, 

Minister  of  foreign  affaire^  4^.,  4^. 


Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay, 


FAris,  November,  13,  1838. 
Sir, 

The  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs having  returned  to  Paris  from 
the  mineral  waters  of  Germany, 
where  he  spent  some  weeks  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  I  addressed  to 
him  a  note  requesting  an  interview. 

He  appointed  the  6th  instant  to 
receive  me.  I  called  upon  him  on. 
that  dayt  and  reminded  him  of  the 
promise  he  bad  made  me  at  our 
last  conference,,  to  lay  before  the 
council  the  American  claims  for 
indemnity^  and  also  the  proposition 
I  had  made  to  submit  to  arbitration 
the  question  arising  under  the  eighth 
article  of  the-  Louisiana  treaty  of 
cession ;  and  I  expressed  my  anxie- 
ty to  obtain  his  answer  oa  both 
those  subjects. 

He  observed  that  he  fegretted  to 
find  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
again  postponing  his  answer ;  that 
he  had  more  than  once  mentioned 
the  subject  in  council ;  that  there 
appeared  to  be  some  diversity  of 
opinion  respecting  our  claims ;  cer- 
tain  persons  intimating  that,  as  they 
arose  under  the  government  of 
Napoleon,  the  present  dynasty  was 
not  responsible  for  them;  others 
believing  that  the  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  have 
been  presented  and  adjusted  con- 
temporaneously  with  those  of  the 
subjects  of  European  sovereigns: 
that  it  was  his   intention  again  to 


bring  the  question  befi)Te  the  couflt' 
cil,  which  would  avail  itself  of  the 
information  which  might  be  derived 
from  Count  de  Ra venal,  who,  hav- 
ing been  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs  at  the  time 
when  our  claims  against  France 
originated,  could  probably  throw 
mi^  light  on  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  them.  He 
observed  that  the  constant  neutrali- 
ty of  the  United  States  during  the 
wars  in  which  France  was  involved 
anterior  to  the  restoration,  and  the 
appeals  they  had  made,  not  to  force, 
but  to  reason  and  justice^  in  order 
to  obtain  the  liquidation  of  their 
claims,  constituted  a  strong  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  them.  He  con 
eluded  by  repeating  what  he  had 
said  on  former  occasions,  that  no 
person  could  desire,  more  than  he 
did,  that  all  the  matter  in  dispute 
between  the  two  nations  should  be 
brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion. 
I  observed  that  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  our  claims» 
as  stated  by  him,  had  already  been 
met,  as  I  conceived,  by  conclusive 
answers;  that  I  regretted  every 
renewed  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion the  more  deeply,  in  as  much 
as  the  ancient  date  of  our  claims 
had  been  suggested  as  an  objection 
Nto  them ;  and  that  I  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  time  would  soon  arrive 
when  we  might  commence  the  dis- 
cussion  with  that  mutual  dispooitioii 
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to  tenninate  it  satisfiictorily,  which 
I  hope  was  felt  by  both  govein- 
mentB. 

He  promised  noe  his  early  atten- 
tion to  it ;  and,  as  I  could  see  no 
probable  advantage  which  could  be 
•derived  from  pressing  the  business 


further  at  this  time,  we  terminated 
the  interview. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  consideration,  sir,  your  fidth- 
fill  and  obedient  servant,  / 

JAMES  BROWN. 


No.  5. 


Mr*  Bives  to  W'.  Van  Buren. 


Puis,  Noyember  7, 1829. 

DsAB  Snt, 

In  my  last  communication,  I 
mentioned  that  I  had  requested  a 
conference  with  the  Prince  de  Po- 
lignaoy  for  the   purpose  of  calling 
his  attention  to  the   principal  sub- 
jects with  which  I  was  charged,  and 
that  he  had  fixed  Monday,  the  2d 
day  of  this  month,  for  the  interview. 
On  that  day,  accordingly,  I  waited 
on    him,    and   open^    the    con- 
ference, on  my  part,  by  observ- 
ing    that  there  were  several  ques- 
tions of  considerable  interest  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France, 
which   remained  unsettled.     That 
the  president  of  the  United  States, 
being  sincerely  desirous  of  cultiva- 
ting the  most  friendly  selations  with 
his    Majesty's    goverpment,     and 
fearmg    that,    if    these    questions 
should    remain    longer    unsettled, 
they  would  create  feelings  of  dis- 
satis&ction,  and  tend  greatly  to  im- 
pair the  good  understanding  which 
had  heretofore  existed,  was  anxious 
that  they  should  be  now  disposed 
of.     That  the  most  important  of 
these  questions  was  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  indemnity   due  to  us 
for  the  various   and  aggravated  in- 
juries committed  upon  our  neutral 
rights  and   commerce   by  the  for- 
mer government  of  France.     That 
this  claim  had  been  pending  for  a 
very  long  time ;  that  it  had  never 
ceased  to  be  prosecuted  by  us  with 


a  thorough  conviction  of  its  justice ; 
but  that  it  had  never  yet  been  deci- 
ded on  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

Here  the  prince  interposed,  by 
remarking  that  he  '<  feared  it  had 
been  decided  on  that  they  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  acts  of  Bona- 
parte." 

I  replied  that,  without  occupying 
his  time  at  that  moment  with  any 
argument  in  support  of  the  doctrine, 
I  would  only  remark,  that  we  con- 
sidered it  an  established  principle, 
that  the  acts  of  the  existing  govern- 
ment of  a  country,  (especially  one 
which  had  been  so  long  recognised 
by  the  other  powers  of  the  world 
as  that  of  Bonaparte)  attached  to 
the  nation,  and  devolved,  with  all 
their  consequences  and  responsi* 
bilities,  upon  every  succeeding  gov. 
ernment  which  should  administer 
the  a^airs  of  the  nation,  and  that 
this  principle  had  been  practically 
admitted  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment at  the  period  of  the  restora- 
tion, in  the  various  indemnities 
granted  to  the  allied  sovereigns  for 
injuries  and  losses  proceeding  from 
the  acts  of  Bonaparte. 

Th<9  Prince  then  remarked,  that 
he  did  not  think  that  any  of  the 
cases  in  which  indemnities  had 
been  granted  to  the  allied  sove- 
reigns  were  the  same  as  ours.  To 
which  I  replied,  that,  although  the 
cases  might  not  be  identical  in  their 


SOO  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832—33. 

all  the  important  laws  proposed  by  in  council  with  any  decided  oppoii- 

the  king  by  large  majorities,  and,  tion  in  the  course  he  wished  to  pur« 

consequently,  that  they  have  a  fair  sue,  yet  it  was  believed  that  these 

prospect  of  a  long  tenure  of  their  claims  not  having  been  presented  at 

plaoes:   our  claims   for  indemnity  the  general   settlementy  and   being 

were  mentioned  in  favourable  terms  now  of  ancient  date,  could  not  be 

by  some  member  of  the  chamber  of  fairly  examined  until  after  the  ad- 

deputies,  and  I  considered  the  mo-  joumment  of  the  chcunbers. 
roent   as   having    arrived   when  I        I  told  him  that  an  attentive  pera- 

oould  press  them  with  some  hope  of  sal  of  the  correspondence  would 

success.     I  therefore  sought  a  con*  satisfy  any  impartial  mind,  that  the 

ference  with  the  minister  of  foreign  claims  to  indemnity  ought  not  to  be 

afiairs,  who  received  me  on  the  24th  objected  to  on  either  of  the  grounds 

instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn-  which  had   been  mentioned ;   that 

ing.  the  United  States  had,  during  the 

I  introduced  the  subject  by  re-  long  war  in  which  France  had  been 
marking  that  I  had  permitted  some  involved,  preserved  their  neutrality ; 
time  to  elapse  since  my  last  conversa-  that  they  had  no  share  in  the  events 
tion  with  him  on  the  subject  of  in-  which  led  to  the  settlement  which 
demnity;  and  on  the  subject  of  my  terminated  that  war;  that,  in  re- 
letter  to  the  Baron  de  Damas,  of  the  porting  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
10th  of  last  December,  that  I  was  on  France,  the  Duke  of  Richelieu 
not  ignorant  that  much  of  his  time  had  pronounced  in  the  chambers 
was  necessarily  devoted  to  the  im-  that  she  had  discharged  her  engage- 
portant  discussions  in  the  twocham-  ments  with,  and  satisfied  the  claims 
bers,  but  that  I  hoped  enough  had  of  the  European  powers — oraittmg 
remained  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  American  claims  from  the  com- 
the  correspondence  on  the  subjects  munication,  they  being  reserved  -for 
to  the  council,  and  that  he  was  then  discussion  and  settlement  at  the  ex- 
prepared  to  communicate  to  me  its  press  suggestion  of  the  minister  of 
decision.  the  United  States.    I  observed,  that 

He  replied  that  he  regretted  very  as  early  as  the  date  of  the  obnox- 
much  that  he  could  not  then  offer  ious  decrees,  in  consequence  of 
me  a  satisfactory  answer ;  that  he  which,  we  suffered  the  losses  for 
had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  which  we  now  ask  indemnity,  our 
mentioned  the  subject  in  council,  minister  at  Paris  had  remonstrated 
and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  ne-  against  them,  and  against  the  spo- 
gotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  liations  and  wrongs  we  suffered 
close ;  that  he  thought  wc  had  a  under  them ;  that  Mr.  Barlow  had 
right  to  expect  it;  that  he  had  sta-  been  sent  to  France,  instructed  to 
ted  in  council  that  his  own  situation  demand  reparation  of  the  Imperial 
was  unpleasant  in  being  compelled  government,  which,  but  for  his  un- 
to meet  our  applications  for  a  deci-  fortunate  death,  he  would  probably 
sion  by  postponements ;  that,  for  have  obtained ;  that,  notwithstand- 
himself,  he  preferred  an  immediate  ing  the  existence  of  the  war  between 
examination  of  our  claims,  in  order  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
that,  if  groundless,  they  might  be  Mr.  Crawford,  not  long  after  Mr* 
definitively  rejected ;  if  just,  that  Barlow's  death,  arriv<^  in  Paris 
they  might  be  admitted,  and  provi-  with  instructionsand  powers  to  carry 
sion  made  for  th^ir  payment.  He  on  the  negotiation,  but  had  been 
added  that,  although  he  did  not  meet  prevented  from  proceeding  in  it,  by 
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thd  great  events  which  happened  in 
1814  and  1815 ;  that,  early  in  1810, 
Mr.  Gallatin  arrived,  and,  after  pre- 
senting the  claims,  continued  during 
nearly  seven  years  earnestly  urging 
their  settlement.  I  concluded  by 
mentioning  that  my  efforts  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  close  had,  for 
more  than  four  years,  been  as  unre- 
mitted as  they  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful, and  that  I  could  not,  under  these 
circumstances,  conceive  how  our 
claims  could  be  objected  to  on  ac* 
count  of  their  ancient  date.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  already  said 


as  to  his  own  wish  to  bring  the  ne- 
gotiation to  a  close,  and  assured  mf 
that  he  would  again,  as  soon  as  the 
session  shall  have  closed,  submit 
the  question  in  council,  and  transmit 
to  me  his  answer  to  my  letter  of  the 
19th  December. 

On  the  26th,  I  addressed  to  him 
a  note,  of  which  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  enclose  a  copy. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  consideration,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  BROWN. 
Horr.  Henry  Clat,  &c.,  <Sec.,  dec 


Mr.  Brwm  to  Count  de  la  Ferronnays. 


Paris,  July  36,  1828. 

Sir, 

In  the  interview  with  which 
your  excellency  honoured  mo  on 
the  24th  instant,  I  expressed  to  you 
the  regret  1  felt  at  the  delay,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government,  in 
adjusting  the  claims  for  indemnity 
on  behalf  of  certain  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  giving  an 
answer  to  my  letter  addressed  to 
your  predecessor  on  the  19th  of 
last  December,  in  which  I  proposed 
to  submit  to  arbitration  the  question 
arising  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty. 

The  intimation  given  me  by  you, 
that  some  objection  had  been  made 
to  those  claims  because  they  had 
not  been  presented  with  those  of  the 
allied  powers  anterior  to  the  evacua- 
tion of  France,  and  because  of  their 
ancient  date,  excited  some  surprise. 
The  United  States  had  never  been 
parties  to  the  war  which  was  to  be 
terminated  by  that  liquidation,  but 
had  always  occupied  a  neutral  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  France.  The 
correspondence  between  the  two 
Bb 


governments,  if  carefully  examined, 
will  prove  that  any  postponement  of 
the  adjustment  of  American  claims 
which  has  taken  place  is  attributable 
to  the  French  government  alone, 
which  has,  on  various  alleged 
grounds,  declined  entering  into  a 
discussion  of  them,  and  not  to  the 
United  States,  who  have  constantly 
urged  their  final  settlement. 

Your  excellency  has  expressed  to 
me  your  intention  again  to  submit 
the  questions  now  depending  between 
France  and  the  United  States  to  the 
council,  so  soon  as  the  urgent  busi- 
ness of  the  session  of  the  chambers 
shall  have  terminated ;  and  I  have 
now  earnestly  to  request  that  you 
will  carefully  examine  the  whole 
correspondence,  and  particularly  no- 
tice  the  repeated  and  constant  efforts 
which  have  been  made  by  my  go- 
vernment  to  obtain  a  settlement  of 
those  claims ;  efforts  which,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  would  have  been 
successful,  but  for  the  delays  which 
had  been  opposed  by  France  to  the 
progress  of  the  negotiation. 

With  a  sincere  and,  I  trust,  mu- 
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individual  «ircuaistanoes9  the  cbdm  papers  relating  to  it  were  all  in  his 
to  indemnification  proceeded  on  one  department;  that  he  would  exam- 
aud  the  same  principle  in  all,  to  ine  them  as  soon  as  practicable,  and, 
wit^  the  obligation  of  the  present  when  he  had  done  so,  would  invite 
government  of  France  to  repair  me  to  another  interview, 
i^jijri^s  and  losses  occasioned  by  I  then  called  his  attention  to  the 
the  acts  of  the  preceding  govern-  subject  of  the  discnminating  duties 
ment.  I  also  remarked,  that  if  any  levied  on  the  cargoes  of  American 
discrimmation  Were  to  be  made  vessels  which  had  touched  at  inter- 
between  the  United  States  and  the  mediate  ports  in  their  voyage  to 
allied  powers,  we  might  reasonably  France ;  explained  to  kim  the  cir- 
expect  a  more  favourable  conside-  cumstances  under  which  this  had 
ration  for  our  claims  than  theirs  ;  been  done,  and  that  we  considered 
for,  while  those  powers  had  neither  it  a  manifest  departure  from  the 
regarded  the  convenience  nor  con-  commercial  convention  of  1822, 
suited  the  Tree  will  of  France  in  which,  entirely  silent  as  to  the 
pressing  their  demands  at  the  time  character  of  the  voyage  either  as 
and  under  the  circumstances  they  direct  or  indirect,  made  the  nation- 
did,  we  had,  without  ever  having  al  character  of*  the  cargo  and  the 
relaxed  in  the  friendly  prosecution  vessel  the  sole  condition  of  its  bene- 
of  ours,  patiently  waited  for  their  fits. 

final  adjustment  until  she  had  re-  He  remarked  that*  where  ves- 
covered  from  her  embarrassments,  sels  stopped  at  intermediate  ports, 
and  had  heretofore  relied  exclu-  there  was  always  danger  of  fraud, 
sively  on  the  moral  energies  of  and  that  articles  not  the  produce  of 
justice  and  reason  to  sustain  them,  the  United  States  might  be  added 
I  als(\  added,  that,  instead  of  his  ma-  to  the  cargo.  To  which  I  thought 
jesty's  government  having  hereto-  it  necessary  to  make  no  other  re- 
fore  decided  against  our  claims,  as  ply  than  that,  in  the  cases  which 
he  seemed  to  suppose,  we  had  every  had  occurred,  no  fraud  was  alleged, 
reason  to  believe  that  many  of  his  and  that  the  fact  was  proved,  be- 
majesty's  ministers,  the  predeces-  yond  question,  that  the  vessels  and 
sors  of  his  excellency  in  the  de-  cargoes  were  wholly  of  United 
partment  of  foreign  affairs,  had  en-  States'  origin  and  ownership, 
tertained  and  expressed  far  differ-  I  then  mentioned  to  him  the 
ent  opinions  concerning  them.  I  promptitude  with  which  the  gov- 
then  referred,  in  very  general  terms,  ernment  of  the  United  States  had, 
to  the  favourable  sentiments  under-  on  the  representation  of  Baron  Ma- 
stood  to  have  been  entertained  or  reuil,  given  orders  for  the  restitu- 
expressed  by  the  Duke  de  Riche-  tion  of  the  discriminating  duties 
lieu,  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  which  had  been  demanded  by  its 
Mr.  Villele,  aud  the  Comte  de  Fer-  custom-house  officers  in  the  in- 
ronnays,  and  added,  that  we  should  stance  (much  less  clearly  entitled 
expect  not  less  favourable  views  to  the  benefit  of  the  convention)  of 
when  he  came  to  investigate  the  French  vessels  which  had  not 
subject  from  his  own  elevated  sense  merely  touched,  but  actually  dispo- 
of  justice.  ,  sed  of,  a  portion  of  their  cargoes  in 
To  this  he  replied  that  whatever  the  French  West  India  Islands, 
was  just  must  be  done ;  that  he  did  which  seemed  to  strike  him  with 
not  profess  to  be  particularly  ac-  considerable  force.  He  said  he 
quainted  with  the  subject ;  that  the  would  examine  the   papers    con- 
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nected  with  the  subject,  and,  when  assured  he  would  do  every  thing  on 
he  had  done  so,  would  let  me  hear  his  part  to  preserve  the  friendship 
from  him.  which  had  heretofore  existed.  He 
I  thought  this  first  occasion  of  concluded,  by  repeating  that  he 
opening  the  subjects  of  my  official  would  examine,  as  soon  as  practi- 
intercourse  with  the  minister  of  fo-  cable,  the  two  subjects  I  had  pre- 
reign  afiairs  a  fit  one  for  communi-  sented  to  his  consideration,  and, 
eating  to  him  other  acts  of  the  gov*  when  he  had  done  so,  would  invite 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  which,  me  to  another  interview, 
manifesting  the  liberal  spirit  of  our  In  taking  leave  of  him,  I  express, 
councils  towards  France,  would  ed  the  hope  that  his  examination 
have  a  tendency,  I  hoped,  to  elicit  would  be  attended  with  as  little  de- 
corresponding  dispositions  on  the  lay  as  possible,  as  that  which  had 
part  of  her  government  towards  us.  already  taken  place  in  the  settle- 
In  this  view,  I  explained  to  him,  ment  of  these  questions,  had  given 
with  some  detail,  the  recent  and  rise  to  feelings  of  discontent  in  the 
highly  favourable  regulations  of  United  States,  which,  if  there  should 
our  tariff  in  regard  to  the  most  in-  continue  to  be  occasion  for  them, 
teresting  objects  of  the  industry  might  derogate  very  much  from  the 
and  commerce  of  France — her  silks  force  of  the  motives  now  felt  by 
and  her  wines.  I  represented  to  both  governments  to  cultivate  a 
him  that  some  of  these  regulations  friendly  intercourse  with  each 
were  special    favours  granted  to  other. 

France,  and  proceeded  from  a  sin-  The  object  of  this  interview  be- 
cere  desire  to  strengthen  our  good  ing  a  mere  preliminary  exposition 
understanding  with  her  by  substan-  of  the  subjects  I  was  instructed  to 
tial  advantages  given  to  her  trade ;  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
that,  in  thus  evincing  the  friendly  French  government,  and  with  which 
sentiments  of  the  United  States  for  it  was  evident  the  new  minister  had 
his  majesty's  government,  we  were  very  little  previous  acquaintance, 
encouraged  to  hope  for  such  recip-  I  did  not  think  it  either  necessary 
rocal  dispositions  on  its  part,  as  or  proper  to  enter  into  any  for- 
would  not  only  lead  to  a  more  equal  mal  discussions  of  them  at  that 
adjustment  of  the  commercial  re-  time.  I  therefore  contented  my- 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  but  to  self  with  such  observations,  en  pas- 
a  just  and  equitable  settlement  of  sant,  as  his  own  remarks  of  the 
all  the  other  questions  now  pend-  same  character  would  alone  have 
ing  between  them;  and  that  I  justified.  The  next  interview,  in 
should  be  proud,  at  ail  times,  to  developing  the  more  mature  and 
concur  with  his  excellency  in  every  better  informed  views  of  the  minis- 
measure  calculated  to  give  the  full-  ter,  will,  in  all  probability,  call  for 
est  effect  to  these  dispositions  on  more  precise  and  detailed  discus- 
both  sides.  sion  on  my  part. 

The  prince  very  frankly,  and  I  have  the   hononr  to  be,  with 

with  apparent  satisfaction,  recog-  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your 

nised  in  the  acts  to  which  I  refer-  obedient  servant, 

ed   evidences  of  the  friendly  dispo-  W.  C.  RIVES, 

sitions  of  the  United  States  towards  To  the  Hon.  M.  Yam  Buben, 

France,  and  said  that  I  might  be  Secretary  of  State. 
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without  their  consent,  constituting,  ed  away  by  that  ingenious  process, 

in  effect,  a  species  of  forced  loan.  he  said,  generally,  that  the  govern- 

I  also  remarked,  that  I  did  not  nient  of  the  United  States,  from  the 

understand  that  the  reclamations  of  principles  of  its  policy,  dealing  alike 

the  European    powers   which    had  with    all   established   gorernments, 

been  allowed  by  his  majesty's  go-  and  abstaining  from  any  participa- 

vemment,  were  confined  to  cases  of  tion  in  the  contests  which  questions 

contract.     The  arrangement  with  of  r^^  had  given  rise  to  in  Europe, 

Great   Britain,   particularly,  made  did  not  come  within  the  influence  of 

his  most  Christian  majesty  respon-  all  the  considerations  which  natu- 

sible  for  **b\\  property,  real  or  per-  rally  applied  in  favour  of  the  Euro- 

sonal,  of  British  subjects,  which  had  pean  powers  who  had  taken  part  in 

been  unlawfully  confiscated    since  the  great  struggle  which  had  termi- 

1702."  nated  in  the  restoration  of  his  ma- 

I  also  mentioned,  as  exceptions  to  jesty  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors* 
the  supposed  principle,  two  very  He  added,  that  whatever  might 
striking  examples  in  the  arrange-  be  the  ultimate  opinion  of  his  ma- 
ment  with  the  continental  powers:  jesty's  ministers  on  the  subject  of  the 
The  first,  that  of  the  Hamburg  claims  of  American  citizens,  no  mo- 
bank,  from  which  Marshal  Davoust,  ney  could  be  had  to  satisfy  them 
in  the  year  1813,  forcibly  abstract-  but^  by  recourse  to  the  chambers; 
ed  funds  to  the  amoimt  of  fifteen  and  that,  in  the  present  disposition 
millions  of  francs,  and  for  which  his  of  parties,  it  remained  to  be  seen 
majesty's  government,  in  pursuance  whether  the  ministers  had  influence 
of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  enough  with  those  bodies  to  obtain 
of  the  20th  November,  1815,  with  the  ordinary  supplies, 
the  continental  powers,  had  made  I  need  not  extend  this  communi- 
compensation  by  a  special  conven-  cation,  by  repeating  here  the  obvious 
tion  with  the  senate  of  Hamburg,  on  replies  which  some  of  these  remarks 
the  27th  day  of  October,  1816;  the  suggested.  It  was  apparent,  through 
second,  that  of  the  merchants  of  the  the  whole  course  of  the  con  versa- 
Grand  Dutchy  of  Berg,  in  whose  tion,  that  the  prince,  under  a  sense 
hands  Bonaparte  had,  by  an  arbi-  of  the  precariousness  of  his  situa- 
trary  and  capricious  order,  issued  tion,  had  not  seriously  turned  his 
at  Nossen  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  attention  to  a  subject  of  which  it 
1813,  seized  and  confiscated  a  large  was  doubtful  how  long  he  might 
amount  of  colonial  produce,  (sugar,  have  the  ofRcial  cognizance,  and 
coffee,  cotton,  &c.,)  and  whose  re-  that  he  sought  only  to  make  the 
clamations  were  allowed  by  the  most  plausible  excuses  for  delay.  I 
fourth  article  of  the  'convention  of  fear  that,  while  this  state  of  uncer- 
the  20th  November,  1815,  above  tainty  as  to  the  ability  of  the  minis- 
mentioned,  and  aflerwards  paid  by  ters  to  sustain  themselves  shall  con- 
his  majesty's  government,  including  tinuc,  no  effective  negotiation,  fit- 
interest  as  well  as  principal.  vourable  or  otherwise,  can  be  com- 

To  these  observations,  the  prince  menced. 

replied,  by  resolving,  through  the  Some  days  ago  Paris  was  full  of 

medium  of  implications  more  or  less  rumours  as  to  impending  and  radi- 

remote,  the  indemnities  granted  to  cal  changes  in  the  composition  of 

British  subjects  into  cases  of  con.  the  ministry.     It   was  confidently 

trad ;  and  as  the  other  cases  men-  asserted  that  a  distinguished  person- 

tioned  did  not  admit  of  being  explain-  age  had  received  the  royal  mandate 
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to  fomi  a  new  administration ;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  ofit,  propositions 
were  made  to  several  individuals 
who  had  formed  a  part  of  the  late 
ministry,  but  who  declined  to  asso- 
ciate  themselves  with  the  leading 
member  of  the  present  ministry, 
whom  it  was  desired  still  to  retain. 

Since  th&  failure  of  this  effort,  it 
is  supposed  that  the  ministers  have 
taken  the  resolution  to  abide  their 
chances  before  the  chambers,  and 


that  they  will  henceforward  adopt 
a  course  of  energy  and  boldness  in 
the  spirit  of  their  system,  which 
will  give  a  more  marked  develope- 
ment  to  the  issue  between  them  and 
their   adversaries,   and  render  the 
victory,  on  which  ever  side  it  may 
be,  more  permanent  and  decisive. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be» 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 


Mr.  Bives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parif,  January  7th,  1830. 

Dbar  Sib, 

In  the  communication  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  address  to  you 
on  the  17th  of  the  last  month,  I 
referred,  generally,  in  reciting  a 
conversation  I  had  with  Prince 
Polignac,  to  some  cases  of  Eu- 
ropean indemnities  mentioned  by 
me  as  not  reconcileable  with  the 
principle  of  a  responsibility  for  con- 
tracts  only,  which  the  prince  had 
stated  was  the  sole  basis  of  all  the 
indenmities  granted  by  the  present 
government  of  France  to  subjects 
of  the  European  powers*  As  those 
cases  have  not  been  brought  into 
view  heretofore,  so  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed, I  have  supposed  it  proper 
to  submit  to  you,  as  I  now  do  in  the 
accompanying  paper,  a  fuller  state- 
ment and  explanation  of  them, 
vouched  by  the  authorities  on  which 
they  rest. 

1  have  addressed  a  note  to  Prince 
Polignac  requesting  another  Con- 
ference, to  which  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived his  answer  appointing  a  time 
for  the  purpose. 

No  important  change  in  the  po- 
litical  condition  of  the  country  has 
occurred  since  mj  last  communi- 
cation.    The  ministry,  contrary  to 
Cc 


the  expectations  entertained  by  ma- 
ny, still  maintains  its  negative  atti- 
tude, avoiding  the  responsibility  of 
any  of  those  new  measures  which 
have  been  said  to  enter  into  its  sys- 
tem. The  chambers,  which  had 
been  expected  to  meet  early  in  the 
next  month,  it  is  now  supposed  will 
not  be  convoked  till  some  time  in 
March.  This  delay,  connected 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  con- 
tinued inaction  of  the  ministry  af- 
fording no  fresh  cause  of  discon- 
tent, certainly  adds  to  their  chances 
of  obtaining  a  minority  in  the  cham- 
bers, by  giving  more  time  for  the 
excitement  of  the  opposition  to  wear 
itself  out,  and  for  themselves  to 
profit  of  the  various  resources  of 
influence  and  propitiation  which 
they  have  at  their  disposal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

'W.  C.  RrvBS. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  The  ordonnanceof  the  king 
has  just  been  published,  convoking 
the  chambers  for  the  second  day  of 
March. 
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Mr.  Rivis  io  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paiifl,  January  16, 1830. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  interview  with  Prince  Po- 
lignac,  which  you  were  informed 
by  my  last  despatch  I  had  request- 
ed, took  place,  by  his  appointment, 
on  the  11th  instant*  In  the  course 
of  it,  much  that  had  already  been 
said  was  repeated  with  trifling 
variations.  I  had  the  satisfaction, 
however,  to  perceive  that  the  re- 
presentations 1  had  made  to  him 
in  previous  interviews  had  had  the 
effect,  at  least,  of  awakening  his 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  that  he  had  been  kx>k- 
ing  into  it  seriously. 

He  commenced  the  conversation, 
by  observing  that  he  did  not  see  on 
what  principle  we  could  claim  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  committed 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ; 
that  however  unjust  in  themselves, 
they  constituted  the  law  of  the  land 
at  the  time ;  but  that  there  was  ano. 
ther  class  of  injuries  which  stood  on 
a  different  ground — ^mentioning  the 
vessels  burnt  at  sea. 

I  replied,  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  though  nominally 
the  law  of  the  land,  were  in  con- 
flict with  a  superior  law — the  es- 
tablished  law  of  nations  ;  and  that 
they  violated,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
press and  positive  stipulations  of 
existing  treaties  between  France 
and  the  United  States  ;  that,  there- 
fore, with  whatever  forms  of  au- 
thority they  may  have  been  clothed, 
they  were  absolute  nullities  in  the 
eye  of  public  law,  and  could  give  no 
validity  to  any  thing  done  under 
them. 

He  said  he  did  not  perceive  how 
this  reasoning  could  be  reconciled 
with  the  general  doctrine  on  which 
we  held  the  present  government  of 
France]*  to  be  responsible  fi>r  the 


acts  of  Bonaparte*  He  understood 
that  doctrine  to  be,  that  Bonaparte  V 
government  was  to  be  regarded  as 
being,  at  the  time,  the  lawful  go« 
vernment  of  France :  if  so,  its  acts 
in  the  form  of  law  must  be  respected ; 
that  if  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  to  be  treated  as  nullities,  other 
acts  of  the  same  formal  character 
should  also  be  set  aside ;  and  men- 
tioned,  as  an  example,  the  treaty 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which 
Bonaparte,  having  no  just  title  to^ 
could  not,  in  strictness,  make  a  va- 
lid conveyance  of;  that,  if  acts 
which  operated  against  us  were  to 
be  set  aside  as  null  and  void,  the 
rules  of  reciprocal  justice  required 
that  similaracts,  when  they  operated 
in  our  favour,  should  also  be  set 
aside.  He  added  that,  in  their  own  in- 
ternal concerns,  Bonaparte  hcui  com- 
mitted many  wrongful  acts  in  the 
form  of  laWf  but  that  they  had  been 
acquiesced  in.  He  instanced  parti- 
cularly the  deprivations  of  the  emi- 
grants of  their  estates,  which  had 
never  been  restored  to  the  rightful 
proprietors. 

I  replied,  that  the  principle  on 
which  our  reclamations  against  his 
majesty's  government  for  the  acts 
of  Bonaparte  rested,  was  this :  that 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
the  established  principles  of  public 
law,  Bonaparte's  government,  as 
the  actual  government  of  the  French 
nation  at  the  time,  was  to  be  re- 
garded by  foreign  powers,  (who 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  do- 
mestic politics  of  France,)  as  com* 
petent  to  act  for  and  bind  the  na- 
tion to  the  same  $xUrU  as  a  right- 
ful  sovereign^  and  that  succeeding 
governments,  therefore,  were  re. 
sponsible  for  its  acts  ;  that  the  ef^ 
fects  of  this  responsibility,  however, 
were  difierent,    according    to  the 
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nature  of  the  subject  matter ;  that  a  million  in  indemnities  to  the  on- 

where  the  acts  of  Bonaparte  were  ginal  proprietors.      The   govem- 

such  as  sovereigns  may  rightfully  ment  of  the  United  States  asked  the 

perform,   the  responsibility  of  the  application  of  no  other  rule  than 

succeeding  government  is  to  abide  this  to  the  claims  of  its  citizens. 
by  and  fulfil  them,  but  where  they        To  these  observations,  the  prince 

were  such  as  no  sovereign,  how.  offered   no   reply.     He   remarked 

ever  legitimate,  could  lawfully  per*  that,   in   the  settlement    with   the 

form,  the   responsibility  is  to  cor-  powers  of  Europe,  no  claims  were 

rect  and  redress  them.     That  this  allowed   which  had    arisen  under 

obvious   consideration  suggests,  at  the    Berlin    and    Milan    decrees, 

once,  the   distinction   between  the  though  those  decrees  were   appli- 

Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  on  the  one  cable  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  Uni- 

hand,  and  the  Louisiana  treaty  on  ted  States. 

the  other.  The  alienation  of  terri.  I  answered  that,  although  those 
tory  is  an  act  which  sovereigns  are  decrees  were,  in  their  terras,  ap- 
competent  to  execute,  and,  in  point  plicable  to  all  nations,  yet,  in  point 
of  fact,  frequently  do  execute :  Bo-  of  fact,  their  effects  had  fallen  aU 
naparte's  cession  of  Louisiana  is  most  exclusively  on  the  neutral 
therefore  valid.  The  Berlin  and  commerce  of  the  United  States.  I 
Milan  decrees,  being  gross  viola,  adverted  to  the  different  character 
tions  of  the  pulic  law  and  the  faith  of  the  relations  in  which  the  other 
of  treaties,  are  such  acts  as  no  so.  powers  of  Europe  stood  to  France, 
vereign  can  rightfully  perform,  and  (they  being  either  her  allies  or  ene- 
must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  null  mies,  while  the  United  States  were 
and  void.  I  added,  that  the  course  neutral,)  as  giving  rise,  of  course, 
pursued  by  his  majesty's  govern,  to  a  different  description  of  claims 
ment  in  regard  to  the  Louisiana  on  their  part ;  and  remarked  on 
treaty,  and  the  other  case  which  the  obvious  injustice  there  would 
his  excellency  had  referred  to,  had  be  in  holdmg  the  United  States  con- 
always  been  regarded  by  us  as  a  eluded  by  an  arrangement  to  which 
clear.recognitionof  the  principle  on  not  only  they  were  not  a  party 
which  our  reclamations  rested.  His  themselves,  but  no  otlier  power  of 
majesty's  government  had  claimed,  influence,  having  similar  interests 
very  strenuously,  certain  privileges  with  them,  was  a  party, 
under  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisi.  The  prince  said  it  was  impossi- 
ana  treaty,  which  could  be  on  no  ble  to  redress  all  the  wrongs  of 
other  principle  than  that  the  au-  Bonaparte — it  was  necessary  to 
thority  which  made  it,  however  de-  make  a  discrimination  among  them, 
ficient  in  moral  right,  was  practi-  Some  of  his  acts  were  of  such  a 
cally  competent  to  this  highest  character  that  they  could  not.  now 
function  of  sovereignty.  The  sale  be  reversed :  in  regard  to  them, 
of  the  emigrants'  estates,  in  being  the  motto  must  be,  what  was  done, 
confirmed,  waif,  in  like  manner,  re.  was  done.  But,  in  relation  to 
cognised  as  the  emanation  of  a  com.  others,  they  were  such  sheer  and 
potent  sovereign  authority,  though  naked  outrages,  that  the  redress  of 
that  consideration,  while  it  lefl  the  them  might  be  more  reasonably 
purchasers  undisturbed  in  their  pos.  expected ;  and  here  he  again  men- 
session,  had  not  prevented  his  ma-  tioned  the  cases  of  vessels  burnt 
jesty's  government  from  repairing  at  sea,  which  he  characterized  as 
the  injustice  of  the  act,  by  granting  acts  of  piracy. 
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individual  eiroumgtanoes,  the  claim  papers  relating  to  it  were  ail  in  his 
to  indemnification  proceeded  on  one  department;  that  he  would  exam* 
and  the  same  principle  in  al]»  to  ine  them  as  soon  as  practicable^  aod, 
wit,  the  obligation  of  the  present  when  he  had  done  so,  would  invite 
government  of  France  to  repair  me  to  another  interview, 
injuries  and  losses  occasioned  by  I  then  called  his  attention  to  the 
the  acts  of  the  preceding  govern-  subject  of  the  discriminating  duties 
ment.  I  also  remarked,  that  if  any  levied  on  the  cargoes  of  American 
discrimination  Were  to  be  made  vessels  which  had  touched  at  inter- 
between  the  United  States  and  the  mediate  ports  in  their  voyage  to 
allied  powers,  we  might  reasonably  France ;  explained  to  kim  the  cir- 
expect  a  more  favourable  conside-  cumstanccs  under  which  this  had 
ration  for  our  claims  than  theirs  ;  been  done,  and  that  we  considered 
for,  while  those  powers  had  neither  it  a  manifest  departure  from  the 
regarded  the  convenience  nor  con-  commercial  convention  of  1822, 
suited  the  Tree  will  of  France  in  which,  entirely  silent  as  to  the 
pressing  their  demands  at  the  time  character  of  the  voyage  either  as 
and  under  the  circumstances  they  direct  or  indirect,  made  the  nation- 
did,  we  had,  without  ever  having  al  character  of*  the  cargo  and  the 
relaxed  in  the  friendly  prosecution  vessel  the  sole  condition  of  its  bene- 
of  ours,  patiently  waited  for  their  fits. 

final  adjustment  until  she  had  re-  He  remarked  that,  where  ves- 
covered  from  her  embarrassments,  sels  stopped  at  intermediate  ports, 
and  had  heretofore  relied  exclu-  there  was  always  danger  of  fraud, 
sively  on  the  moral  energies  of  and  that  articles  not  the  produce  of 
justice  and  reason  to  sustain  them,  the  United  States  might  be  added 
I  also,  added,  that,  instead  of  his  ma-  to  the  cargo.  To  which  I  thought 
jesty's  government  having  hereto-  it  necessary  to  make  no  other  re- 
fbre  decided  against  our  claims,  as  ply  than  that,  in  the  cases  which 
he  seemed  to  suppose,  we  had  every  had  occurred,  no  fraud  was  alleged, 
reason  to  believe  that  many  of  his  and  that  the  fact  was  proved,  be- 
majesty's  ministers,  the  predeces-  yond  question,  that  the  vessels  and 
sors  of  his  excellency  in  the  de-  cargoes  were  wholly  of  United 
partment  of  foreign  affairs,  had  en-  Stales'  origin  and  ownership, 
tertained  and  expressed  far  differ-  I  then  mentioned  to  him  the 
ent  opinions  concerning  them.  I  promptitude  with  which  the  gov- 
then  referred,  in  very  general  terms,  ernment  of  the  United  States  had, 
to  the  favourable  sentiments  under-  on  the  representation  of  Baron  Ma- 
stood  to  have  been  entertained  or  reuil,  given  orders  for  the  restitu- 
expressed  by  the  Duke  de  Riche-  tion  of  the  discriminating  duties 
lieu.  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  which  had  been  demanded  by  its 
Mr.  Villele,  aud  the  Comte  de  Fer-  custom-house  officers  in  the  in- 
ronnays,  and  added,  that  we  should  stance  (much  less  clearly  entitled 
expect  not  less  favourable  views  to  the  benefit  of  the  convention)  of 
when  he  came  to  investigate  the  French  vessels  which  had  not 
subject  from  his  own  elevated  sense  merely  touched,  but  actually  dispo- 
of  justice,  ,  sed  of,  a  portion  of  their  cargoes  in 
To  this  he  replied  that  whatever  the  French  West  India  Islands, 
was  just  must  be  done ;  that  he  did  which  seemed  to  strike  him  with 
not  profess  to  be  particularly  ac-  considerable  force.  He  said  ho 
quainted  with  the  subject ;  that  the  would   examine  the   papers    con- 


PUBLIC  DCX3UMENTS.  805 

nected  with  the  subject^  and,  when  assured  he  would  do  every  thing  on 

he  had  done  so,   would  let  me  hear  his  part  to  preserve  the  friendship 

from  him.  which  had  heretofore  existed.     He 

I  thought  this  first  occasion  of  concluded,  by  repeating  that  he 
opening  the  subjects  of  my  official  would  examine,  as  soon  as  practi- 
intercourse  with  the  minister  of  fo-  cable,  the  two  subjects  I  had  pre- 
reign  affairs  a  fit  one  for  communi-  sented  to  his  consideration,  and, 
eating  to  him  other  acts  of  the  gov.  when  he  had  done  so,  would  invite 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  which,  me  to  another  interview, 
manifesting  the  liberal  spirit  of  our  In  taking  leave  of  him,  I  express- 
councils  towards  France,  would  ed  the  hope  that  his  examination 
have  a  tendency,  I  hoped,  to  elicit  would  be  attended  with  as  little  de- 
corresponding  dispositions  on  the  lay  as  possible,  as  that  which  had 
part  of  her  government  towards  us.  already  taken  place  in  the  settle- 
In  this  view,  I  explained  to  him,  ment  of  these  questions,  had  given 
with  some  detail,  the  recent  and  rise  to  feelings  of  discontent  in  the 
highly  favourable  regulations  of  United  States,  which,  if  there  should 
our  tariff  in  regard  to  the  most  in-  continue  to  be  occasion  for  them, 
teresting  objects  of  the  industry  might  derogate  very  much  from  the 
and  commerce  of  France — ^her  silks  force  of  the  motives  now  felt  by 
and  her  wines.  I  represented  to  both  governments  to  cultivate  a 
him  that  some  of  these  regulations  friendly  intercourse  with  each 
were  special    favours  granted  to  other. 

France,  and  proceeded  from  a  sin-  The  object  of  this  interview  be- 
cere  desire  to  strengthen  our  good  ing  a  mere  preliminary  exposition 
understanding  with  her  by  substan-  of  the  subjects  I  was  instructed  to 
tial  advantages  given  to  her  trade ;  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
that,  in  thus  evincing  the  friendly  French  government,  and  with  which 
sentiments  of  the  United  States  for  it  was  evident  the  new  minister  had 
his  majesty's  government,  we  were  very  little  previous  acquaintance, 
encouraged  to  hope  for  such  recip-  I  did  not  think  it  either  necessary 
rocal  dispositions  on  its  part,  as  or  proper  to  enter  into  any  for- 
would  not  only  lead  to  a  more  equal  mal  discussions  of  them  at  that 
adjustment  of  the  commercial  re-  time.  I  therefore  contented  my- 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  but  to  self  with  such  observations,  en  pas- 
a  just  and  equitable  settlement  of  sant,  as  his  own  remarks  of  the 
all  the  other  questions  now  pend-  same  character  would  alone  have 
ing  between  them;  and  that  I  justified.  The  next  interview,  in 
should  be  proud,  at  ail  times,  to  developing  the  more  mature  and 
concur  with  his  excellency  in  every  better  informed  views  of  the  minis- 
measure  calculated  to  give  the  full-  ter,  will,  in  all  probability,  call  for 
est  effect  to  these  dispositions  on  more  precise  and  detailed  discus- 
both  sides.  sion  on  my  part. 

The  prince  very  frankly,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 

with  apparent  satisfaction,  recog-  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your 

nised  in  the  acts  to  which  I  refer-  obedient  servant, 

ed   evidences  of  the  friendly  dispo-  W.  C.  RIVES, 

skions  of  the  United  States  towards  To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Buben, 

France}  and  said  that  I  might  be  Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  8. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 


Parif,  December  17, 1839. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  en- 
closed note,   that,  after  waiting  for 
some  time  for  the  promised  invita- 
tion of  Prince  Polignac  to  another 
interview  on  the  subjects  of  my  for- 
mer conference  with  him,  I  deter- 
mined to  ask  one   myself.      The 
situation  of  the  minister,  as  being 
heretofore    entirely    unacquainted 
with  the  subjects  of  discussion  be- 
tween the  two   governments,  and 
and  having  been  very  much  occupied 
with  other  affairs,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  since  he  came  into  ofRce, 
seemed  to  me  fairly  to  claim  for 
him  a  liberal  allowance  of  time  for 
his  investigations.    For  this  reason, 
as  well  as  that,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, the    manifestation    of 
impatience  on  my  part  could  do  no 
good,  and  might  possibly  do  harm, 
I  forbore  to  ask  an  interview  earlier, 
especially,  as,  in  one  or  two  casual 
meetings  with  him,  of  which  I  pro- 
fited to  recall  his  attention  to  the 
inatters  I  had  presented  for  his  con- 
sideration, he  informed  me  that  he 
was    then    engaged    investigating 
them. 

The  time,  however,  seemed  to 
me  at  length  to  have  arrived  when 
a  farther  acquiescence  in  this  delay, 
on  my  part,  might  be  subject  to  mis- 
construction in  regard  to  the  impor- 
tance which  the  government  of  the 
United  States  attached  to  the  de- 
mands I  had  presented.  I  there, 
fore,  on  the  10th  instant,  addressed 
the  enclosed  note  to  Prince  Polig- 
nac, to  which  I  received  his  an- 
swer, fixing  Monday,  the  14th  in- 
stant,  for  the  interview. 

He  opened  the  interview  on  that 
^7»  by  saying  that  he  was  not  yet 
ready  to  discuss  with  me  the  prin- 
cipal subject  I  had  presented  to  his 


consideration ;  that  he  had  beea 
very  much  engaged,  as  he  presum- 
ed I  was  aware, with  other  matters ; 
that  the  subject  ^itself  was  a  com- 
plicated one,  and  involved  in  a  lai^ 
mass  of  documents  and  papers^ 
some  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
obtain  from  other  paits  of  Europe ; 
that  the  whole  subject  was  now  un. 
dergoing  examination,  but  that  he 
had  as  yet  been  able  to  acquire  only 
a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  it 
himself. 

I  remarked,  that  it  was  hardly 
necessary  to  trouble  himself  with 
all  the  details  he  had  alluded  to ; 
that  the  general  character  of  our 
claims,  and  the  principles  applica- 
ble to  them,  lay  within  a  much  nar- 
rower compass,  and  could  be  rea- 
dily gleaned  from  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  here 
between  the  respective  organs  of 
the  two  governments. 

He  said  he  was  aware  of  this, 
but  that,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance,  he  preferred  having  a 
■view  of  every  thing,  however  mi- 
nute,  himself,  and  that,  moreover, 
he  wished  to  put  down  his  views  in 
toriting, 

I  then  repeated  the  hope,  which 
I  had  already  very  earnestly  ex- 
pressed,  that  he  would  suffer  as 
little  delay  as  possible  to  occur  in 
the  farther  investigation  of  the  sub- 
j^t :  and  I  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  him  the  importance  of  an  ear- 
ly attention  to  it,  by  alluding  to  the 
recent  proceedings  of  the  United 
States,  which  manifested  the  deep 
interest  felt  in  it  by  the  nation  :  to 
which  I  added,  that  the  government 
entirely  sympathized  in  this  na- 
tional sentiment ;  that  the  questi<fti 
was  considered  not  as  affecting  the 
interests  of  individuals  only,  but, 
from  the  nature  of  the  outrages 
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which  had  given  rise  to  the  claims  that  his  majesty's  government  could 

of  our  citizens,   as  one  deeply  in-  not  be  held  answerable  for  the  acts 
volving  the  rjghts  and  honour  of  of  Bonaparte;  and  remarked  that, 

the  government  and  nation :    and  independently    of   the  long-settled 

that,  in  all  its  bearings,  the  subject  and    well-established  principles  of 

must  exert   an  important  influence  international  responsibility  in  such 

on  the  future  relations  of  the  two  cases,    there    were  considerations 

countries.  connected  with  the  American  claims 

The  prince  renewed  his  promise  which  made  it  clearly  equitable  that 
to  examine  the  subject  with  as  little  his  majesty's  government  should 
delay  as  the  nature  of  the  investi-  indemnify  us  for  these  wrongs  of 
gation,  and  his  other  engagements,  Bonaparte ;  that  most  of  the  pro- 
would  admit ;  and  here  the  inter-  perty  for  which  we  now  claimed 
view  seemed  to  have  reached  its  compensation,  had  been  actually 
termination.  But  aAer  a  short  applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
pause  he  remarked  that  what  he  the  French  government,  had  sup- 
was  about  to  say  he  hoped  I  would  plied  the  place  of  national  contribu- 
not  consider  as  the  expression  of  an  tions,  or  public  loans,  and  diminish- 
apinion;  but  he  must  say  that,  as  ed,  by  so  much,  the  burdens  which 
far  as  he  had  yet  gone  in  the  inves-  had  been  imposed  on  the  nation,  or 
tigation  of  our  claims,  he  did  not  which  had  descended  from  Bona- 
view  them  in  the  same  favourable  parte  upon  his  majesty's  govern* 
light  that  I  did.  ment ;  and  that  his  majesty's  govem- 

I  thought  this  a  fit  opening  for  ment  and  the  French  nation,  having 

meeting  some  of  the  prepossessions  thus  received    the   benefit   of  the 

which  my  first  interview  with  him  wrongs  committed,  were  in- equity^ 

had  disclosed  the  existence  of  on  as  well  as  on  the  sterner  principles 

his  part ;  and  I  took  advantage  of  of  international  law,  now  bound  to 

it  accordingly.  repair  them. 

I  adverted  first  to  the  impressions  He  said  this  argument  might  be 
he  seemed  to  entertain  that  his  ma-  admitted  to  be  a  good  one,  if  ita 
jesty's  government  had  heretofore  efiect  were  not  to  subject  his  ma- 
decided  against  our  claims ;  and  re-  jesty's  government  to  new  and  in- 
viewed  somewhat  in  detail,  the  his-  definite  demands  from  the  European 
tory  of  the  negotiation,  lor  the  pur-  powers.  That,  at  the  period  of  the 
pose  of  showing  that  the  failure  to  restoration,  they  claimed  nothing 
settle  them  was  in  no  sense  a  re-  on  behalf  of  their  subjects  for  pro- 
jection, but  proceeded  from  various  perty  forcibly  taken  away,  but  only 
collateral  considerations,  alleged  as  for  supplies  furnished  by  virtue  of 
grounds  of  postponement  merely;  contracts. 

these  postponements,  too,  being  ac-  I  replied,  that  the  American  claima 

companied,  in  most  of  the  instances,  seemed  to  me  to  present  a  much 

with  expressions  of  opinion,  on  the  stronger  case ;  for,  while  the  subjects 

part  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  de-  of  the  European  powers  had  volun- 

cidedly  favourable  to  the  intrinsic  va-  tarily  yielded  their  property  to  the 

lidityofa  large  portion  of  our  claims,  purposes,  and   advanced  it  on  the 

He  said  very  promptly  that,  on  credit  of  the  usurping  government, 
this  point,  he  found  he  had  been  that  of  our  citizens,  not  less  service- 
mistaken,  able  in  supplying  the  real  wants  of 

I  then  referred  to  the  idea  inti-  the  nation,   had  been  appropriated 

mated  by  him  in  our  first  interview,  by  the  violence  of  the  government, 
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without  their  consent,  constituting,  ed  away  by  that  ingenious  process, 

in  effect,  a  species  of  forced  loan.  he  said,  generally,  that  the  govem- 

I  also   remarked,  that  I  did  not  ment  of  the  United  States,  frcnn  the 

understand  that  the  reclamations  of  principles  of  its  policy,  dealing  alike 

the  European    powers  which    had  with    all  esiabHshed   governments, 

been  allowed  by  his  majesty's  go-  and  abstaining  from  any  participa- 

vernment,  were  confined  to  cases  of  tion  in  the  contests  which  questions 

contract.     The  arrangement  with  of  r^^  had  given  rise  to  in  Europe, 

Great   Britain,   particularly,  made  did  not  come  within  the  influence  of 

his  most  Christian  majesty  respon-  all  the  considerations  which  natu- 

sible  for  "all  property,  real  or  per.  rally  applied  in  favour  of  the  Euro- 

sonal,  of  British  subjects,  which  had  pean  powers  who  had  taken  part  in 

been  unlawfully  confiscated    since  the  great  struggle  which  had  tenni- 

1792."  nated  in  the  restoration  of  his  ma* 

I  also  mentioned,  as  exceptions  to  jesty  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors* 
the  supposed  principle,  two  very  He  added,  that  whatever  might 
striking  examples  in  the  arrange-  be  the  ultimate  opinion  of  his  ma- 
ment  with  the  continental  powers :  jesty's  ministers  on  the  subject  of  the 
The  first,  that  of  the  Hamburg  claims  of  American  citizens,  no  mo- 
bank,  from  which  Marshal  Davoust,  ney  could  be  had  to  satisfy  them 
in  the  year  1813,  forcibly  abstract-  but^  by  recourse  to  the  chambers; 
ed  funds  to  the  amount  of  fifleen  and  that,  in  the  present  dispoeitkm 
millions  of  francs,  and  for  which  his  of  parties,  it  remained  to  be  seen 
majesty's  government,  in  pursuance  whether  the  ministers  had  influence 
of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  enough  with  those  bodies  to  obtain 
of  the  20th  November,  181.5,  with  the  ordinary  supplies, 
the  continental  powers,  had  made  I  need  not  extend  this  commimi- 
compcnsation  by  a  special  conven-  cation,  by  repeating  here  the  obvious 
tion  with  the  senate  of  Hamburg,  on  replies  which  some  of  these  remarks 
the  27th  day  of  October,  1816;  the  suggested.  It  was  apparent,  through 
second,  that  of  the  merchants  of  the  the  whole  course  of  the  conversa- 
Grand  Dutchy  of  Berg,  in  whose  tion,  that  the  prince,  under  a  sense 
hands  Bonaparte  had,  by  an  arbi-  of  the  precariousness  of  his  situa- 
trary  and  capricious  order,  issued  tion,  had  not  seriously  turned  his 
at  Nossen  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  attention  to  a  subject  of  which  it 
1813,  seized  and  confiscated  a  large  was  doubtful  how  long  he  might 
amount  of  colonial  produce,  (sugar,  have  the  official  cognizance,  and 
coffee,  cotton,  &c.,)  and  whose  re-  that  he  sought  only  to  make  the 
clamations  were  allowed  by  the  most  plausible  excuses  for  delay.  I 
fourth  article  of  the  "convention  of  fear  that,  while  this  state  of  uncer- 
the  20th  November,  1815,  above  tainty  as  to  the  ability  of  the  minis- 
mentioned,  and  afterwards  paid  by  ters  to  sustain  themselves  shall  con* 
his  majesty's  government,  including  tinue,  no  eflfective  negotiation,  fa- 
interest  as  well  as  principal.  vourable  or  otherwise,  can  be  com- 

To  these  observations,  the  prince  menced. 

replied,  by  resolving,  through  the  Some  days  ago  Paris  was  full  of 

medium  of  implications  more  or  less  rumours  as  to  impending  and  radi- 

remote,  the  indemnities  granted  to  cal  changes  in  the  composition  of 

British  subjects  into  cases  of  con-  the   ministry.     It   was  confidently 

tract ;  and  as  the  other  cases  men-  asserted  that  a  distinguished  person- 

tioned  did  not  admit  of  being  explain-  age  had  received  the  royal  mandate 
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to  foTtA  a  new  administration ;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  it,  propositions 
were  made  to  several  individuals 
who  bad  formed  a  part  of  the  late 
ministry,  but  who  declined  to  asso- 
ciate themselves  with  the  leading 
member  of  the  present  ministry, 
whom  it  was  desired  still  to  retain* 

Since  tho  failure  of  this  effort,  it 
is  supposed  that  the  ministers  have 
taken  the  resolution  to  abide  their 
chances  before  the  chambers,  and 


that  they  will  henceforward  adopt 
a  course  of  energy  and  boldness  in 
the  spirit  of  their  system,  which 
will  give  a  more  marked  develope- 
ment  to  the  issue  between  them  and 
their   adversaries,   and  render  the 
victory,  on  which  ever  side  it  may 
be,  more  permanent  and  decisive. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 


Mr»  Bives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parif,  January  7th,  1830. 

Dbar  Sa, 

In  the  communication  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  address  to  you 
on  the  17th  of  the  last  month,  I 
referred,  generally,  in  reciting  a 
conversation  I  had  with  Prince 
Polignac,  to  some  cases  of  Eu- 
ropean  indemnities  mentioned  by 
me  as  not  reconcileable  with  the 
principle  of  a  responsibility  for  can- 
tracts  only,  which  the  prince  had 
stated  was  the  sole  basis  of  all  the 
indemnities  granted  by  the  present 
government  of  France  to  subjects 
of  the  European  powers.  As  those 
cases  have  not  been  brought  into 
view  heretofore,  so  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed, I  have  supposed  it  proper 
to  submit  to  you,  as  I  now  do  in  the 
accompanying  paper,  a  fuller  state- 
ment and  explanation  of  them, 
vouched  by  the  authorities  on  which 
they  rest. 

I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Prince 
Polignac  requesting  another  Con- 
ference, to  which  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived his  answer  appointing  a  time 
for  the  purpose. 

No  important  change  in  the  po- 
litical condition  of  the  country  has 
occurred  since  my  last  communi- 
cation.   The  ministry,  contrary  to 
Cc 


the  expectations  entertained  by  ma- 
ny, still  maintains  its  negative  atti- 
tude, avoiding  the  responsibility  of 
any  of  those  new  measures  which 
have  been  said  to  enter  into  its  sys- 
tem. The  chambers,  which  had 
been  expected  to  meet  early  in  the 
next  month,  it  is  now  suppoised  will 
not  be  convoked  till  some  time  in 
March.  This  delay,  connected 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  con- 
tinued inaction  of  the  ministry  af- 
fording no  fresh  cause  of  discon- 
tent, certainly  adds  to  their  chances 
of  obtaining  a  majority  in  the  cham- 
l>ei'99  hy  giving  more  time  for  the 
excitement  of  the  opposition  to  wear 
itself  out,  and  for  themselves  to 
profit  of  the  various  resources  of 
influence  and  propitiation  which 
they  have  at  their  disposal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

'W.  C.  Rives. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Burbx, 
Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  The  ordonnanceof  the  king 
has  just  been  published,  convoking 
the  chambers  for  the  second  day  of 
March. 


no 
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Mr.  Rivs  io  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Pai'it,  Jtnaaiy  16, 1830. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  interview  with  Prince  Po- 
lignac,  which  you  were  informed 
by  my  last  despatch  I  had  request- 
ed, took  place,  by  his  appointment, 
on  the  11th  instcmt.  In  the  course 
of  it,  much  that  had  already  been 
said  was  repeated  with  trifling 
variations.  I  had  the  satisfaction, 
however,  to  perceive  that  the  re- 
presentations 1  had  made  to  him 
in  previous  interviews  had  had  the 
effect,  at  least,  of  awakening  his 
attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  that  he  had  been  kx>k. 
ing  into  it  seriously. 

He  commenced  the  conversation, 
by  observing  that  he  did  not  see  on 
what  principle  we  could  claim  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  committed 
under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ; 
that  however  unjust  in  themselves, 
they  constituted  the  law  of  the  land 
at  the  time ;  but  that  there  was  ano. 
ther  class  of  injuries  which  stood  on 
a  different  ground — mentioning  the 
vessels  burnt  at  sea. 

I  replied,  that  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  though  nominally 
the  law  of  the  land,  were  in  con- 
flict with  a  superior  law — ^the  es- 
tablished law  of  nations  ;  and  that 
they  violated,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
press and  positive  stipulations  of 
existing  treaties  between  France 
and  the  United  States  ;  that,  there- 
fore, with  whatever  forms  of  au- 
thority they  may  have  been  clothed, 
they  were  absolute  nullities  in  the 
eye  of  public  law,  and  could  give  no 
validity  to  any  thing  done  under 
them. 

He  said  he  did  not  perceive  how 
this  reasoning  could  be  reconciled 
with  the  general  doctrine  on  which 
we  held  the  present  government  of 
France^  to  be  responsible  for  the 


acts  of  Bonaparte.  He  understooef 
that  doctrine  to  be,  that  Bonaparte  V 
government  was  to  be  regaxxied  as 
being,  at  the  time,  the  lawful  go- 
vernment of  Prance:  if  so,  itsact9 
in  the  form  of  law  must  be  respected  ; 
that  if  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree? 
were  to  be  treated  as  nullities,  other 
acts  of  the  same  formal  character 
should  also  be  set  aside ;  and  men- 
tioned, as  an  example,  the  treaty 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which 
Bonaparte,  having  no  just  title  to^ 
could  not,  in  strictness,  make  a  va- 
lid conveyance  of;  that,  if  acts 
which  operated  against  us  were  to 
be  set  aside  as  null  and  void,  tb« 
rules  of  reciprocal  justice  required 
that  similar  acts,  when  they  operated 
in  our  favour,  should  also  be  set 
aside.  He  added  that,  in  their  own  in- 
ternal concerns,  Bonaparte  had  com- 
mitted many  wrongful  acts  in  the 
form  of  laWf  but  that  they  had  beea 
acquiesced  in.  He  instanced  parti- 
cularly the  deprivations  of  the  emi- 
grants  of  their  estates,  which  had 
never  been  restored  to  the  rightful 
proprietors. 

I  replied,  that  the  principle  on 
which  our  reclamations  against  his 
majesty's  government  for  the  acts 
of  Bonaparte  rested,  was  this  :  that 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
the  established  principles  of  public 
law,  Bonapai*te's  government,  as 
the  actual  government  of  the  French 
nation  at  the  time,  was  to  be  re- 
garded by  foreign  powers,  (who 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  do- 
mestic politics  of  France,)  as  com- 
petent to  act  for  and  bind  the  na- 
tion to  the  same  extent  as  a  right' 
ful  sovereign^  and  that  succee^ng 
governments,  therefore,  were  re- 
sponsible for  its  acts  ;  that  the  ef- 
fects of  this  resp<»3sibility,  however, 
were  difierent,    according    to  the 
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nature  of  the  subject  matter ;  that  a  million  in  indemnities  to  the  ori- 

where  the  acts  of  Bonaparte  were  ginal  proprietors.      The   govem- 

such  as  sovereigns  may  rightfully  ment  of  the  United  States  asked  the 

perform,   the  responsibility  of  the  application  of  no  other  rule  than 

succeeding  government  is  to  abide  this  to  the  claims  of  its  citizens. 

by  and  fulfil  them,  but  where  they  To  these  observations,  the  prince 

were  such  as  no  sovereign,  how-  offered   no   reply.     He   remarked 

ever  legitimate,  could  lawfully  per-  that,  in  the  settlement    with   the 

form,  the  responsibility  is  to  cor-  powers  of  Europe,  no  claims  were 

rect  and  redress  them.     That  this  allowed   which  had    arisen  under 

obvious   consideration  suggests,  at  the    Berlin    and    Milan    decrees, 

once,  the   distinction   between  the  though  those  decrees  were   appli- 

Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  on  the  one  cable  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  Uni- 

hand,  and  the  Louisiana  treaty  on  ted  States. 

the  other.  The  alienation  of  terri-  I  answered  that,  although  those 
tory  is  an  act  which  sovereigns  are  decrees  were,  in  their  terms,  ap- 
competent  to  execute,  and,  in  point  plicable  to  all  nations,  yet,  in  point 
of  fact,  frequently  do  execute  :  Bo-  of  fact,  their  effects  had  fallen  al- 
naparte's  cession  of  Louisiana  is  most  exclusively  on  the  neutral 
therefore  valid.  The  Berlin  and  commerce  of  the  United  States.  I 
Milan  decrees,  being  gross  viola,  adverted  to  the  different  character 
tions  of  the  pulic  law  and  the  faith  of  the  relations  in  which  the  other 
of  treaties,  are  such  acts  as  no  so-  powers  of  Europe  stood  to  France, 
vereign  can  rightfully  perform,  and  (they  being  either  her  allies  or  ene- 
must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  null  mies,  while  the  United  States  were 
and  void.  I  added,  that  the  course  neutral,)  as  giving  rise,  of  course, 
pursued  by  his  majesty's  govern-  to  a  different  description  of  claims 
ment  in  regard  to  the  Louisiana  on  their  part ;  and  remarked  on 
treaty,  and  the  other  case  which  the  obvious  injustice  there  would 
his  excellency  had  referred  to,  had  be  in  holding  the  United  States  con- 
always  been  regarded  by  us  as  a  eluded  by  an  arrangement  to  which 
clear.recognitionof  the  principle  on  not  only  they  were  not  a  party 
which  our  reclamations  rested.  His  themselves,  but  no  other  power  of 
majesty's  government  had  claimed,  influence,  having  similar  interests 
very  strenuously,  certain  privileges  with  them,  was  a  party, 
under  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisi-  The  prince  said  it  was  impossi- 
ana  treaty,  which  could  be  on  no  ble  to  redress  all  the  wrongs  of 
other  principle  than  that  the  au-  Bonaparte — it  was  necessary  to 
thority  which  made  it,  however  de-  make  a  discrimination  among  them, 
ficient  in  moral  right,  was  practi-  Some  of  his  acts  were  of  such  a 
cally  competent  to  this  highest  character  that  they  could  not.  now 
function  of  sovereignty.  The  sale  be  ^  reversed  :  in  regard  to  them, 
of  the  emigrants'  estates,  in  being  the  motto  must  be,  what  was  done, 
confirmed,  was,  in  like  manner,  re-  was  done.  But,  in  relation  to 
cognised  as  the  emanation  of  a  com-  others,  they  were  such  sheer  and 
potent  sovereign  authority,  though  naked  outrages,  that  the  redress  of 
that  consideration,  while  it  lefl  the  them  might  be  more  reasonably 
purchasers  undisturbed  in  their  pes-  expected ;  and  here  he  again  men- 
session,  had  not  prevented  his  ma-  tioned  the  cases  of  vessels  burnt 
jesty's  government  from  repairing  at  sea»  which  he  characterized  as 
the  injustice  of  the  act,  by  granting  acts  of  piracy. 
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I  told  him  that  I  could  not  recog. 
nise  the  justness  of  the  distinction 
he  made,  and  that  I  was  sure  the 
government  of  the  United  States 
could  not  consent  to  renounce  the 
claims  of  its  citizens  for  a  class  of 
spoliations,  which  it  had  always  re- 
monstrated against  as  the  grossest 
and  most  unwarrantahle  outrages. 
Wishing,  however,  to  ascertain  the 
precise  extent  to  which  his  ideas 
of  redress  went,  I  remarked  to  him 
that,  hesides  vessels  burnt  at  sea, 
there  were  other  cases  which  had 
not  been  attended  with  those  formal 
sanctions  which  the  usage  of  civili- 
zed nations  required  ;  that  captures 
and  seizures  of  our  property  had 
been  made  professedly  by  virtue  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which 
the  provisions  of  those  decrees 
themselves  did  not  authorize ;  and 
that,  in  many  instances  also,  the 
property  captured  or  seized  had 
been  merely  ordererd  to  be  sold, 
and  its  proceeds  sequestered,  but 
that  it  had  never  been  condemned 
by  the  sentence  of  any  judicial  tri- 
bunal. I  asked  him  if  his  ideeis  of 
redress  would  not  embrace  those 
cases  equally  with  the  vessels  burnt 
at  sea? 

I  understood  him  as  assenting 
to  this  extension  of  his  views, 
though  his  answer  was  not  very 
distinct,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it 
was  founded  on   a  thorough  com-  - 


prehension  of  the  fiill  bearing  of  my 
inquiry, 

I  then  told  him  that,  although' 
the  measure  of  redress  suggested 
could  not,  in  its  greatest  extent,  be 
accepted  as  a  complete  discharge 
of  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens^ 
yet,  as  some  advance  towards  the 
settlement  of  a  long-standing  and 
disagreeable  subject  of  discussion,  I 
should  be  glad  that  he  would  state 
in  writing  the  precise  extent  of  what 
he  proposed.     He  very  promptly 
consented  to  do  so,  but  said  I  must 
first  address  to  him  a  note  present- 
ing,  in  a  general  way,  the  demand 
made  by  the  government   of  the 
United  States  on  behalf  of  its  citi- 
zens.    In  pursuance  of  this  under- 
standing, I  addressed  to  him,  on  the 
13th  instant,  the  note  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy,  in  which  I  sought 
to  present  the  demand  under  those 
aspects,  and  to  enforce  it  by  those 
considerations,  which,   while  they 
conformed  to  the  principles  main- 
tained and  the  dispositions  professed 
by  the  government  of  the   United 
States,  seemed  to  me,  at  the  same 
time,  best  adapted  to  the  feelings  oC 
and  most  likely  to  secure  a  favoura- 
ble hearing  from,  this  government. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  RivKs. 

Hon.  M.  Yak  Buren, 

Secretary  of  SiaU. 


Paris,  January  13,  1830. 

Monsieur  le  Prince  :  In  the  se- 
veral conferences  with  which  your 
excellency  has  favoured  me,  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  present  to  your 
consideration  the  renewed  and 
earnest  demand  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the 
indemnification  of  its  citizens  for  the 


flagrant  wrongs  heretofore  "commit- 
ted upon  them  by  the  authorities  of 
France.  The  knowledge  which 
your  excellency  possesses  of  the  cha- 
racter of  these  wrongs,  and  the  am- 
pie  details  to  be  found  in  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  therefore 
taken  place  between  the  two  go- 
vernments on  the  subject,  render  it 
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urineceflsaiy  for  tnleio  occupy  your 
excellency's  time  with  a' specifica- 
tion of  them  here. 

The  acts  which  mainly  inflicted 
them  were  met  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  moment 
of  their  promulgation,  by  the  most 
earnest  and  emphatic  remonstrances, 
and  a  determination  never  to  submit 
to  them,  evinced  by  a  course  of  mea- 
sures which  would  have  terminated 
in  the  last  appeal  of  nations,  but  for 
the  ultimate  abrogation  of  the  most 
obnoxious  of  these  acts.  After  their 
withdrawal,  the  United  States  stea- 
dily  and  earnestly  prosecuted  their 
demand  for  the  redress  of  the  in- 
juries committed  under  them,  from 
the  authority  with  which  they  origi- 
nated, and  a  satisfaction  of  that  de- 
mand is  believed  to  have  been  pre- 
vented only  by  the  death  of  their 
minister  on  the  point  of  concluding 
a  treaty.  Soon  after  the  happy 
event  which  brought  back  the  reign 
of  law  and  justice  in  the  persons  of 
his  majesty's  illustrious  family  oc- 
curred,  and  gave  new  reasons  to  the 
United  States  to  hope  that  the  in- 
juries  which  had  been  wantonly  in- 
flicted upon  their  citizens  in  the 
name,  and  under  the  sanction  of  his 
majesty's  people,  would  now  find  an 
ample  and  effectual  redress;  a  hope 
cherished  with  so  much  the  more 
confidence  from  seeing  the  prompti- 
tude with  which  the  subjects  of  other 
powers  had  been  indemnified  for 
wrongs  flowing  from  the  same 
source. 

The  temporary  financial  embar- 
rassments, however,  produced  by  the 
previous  assumption  of  so  heavy  a 
responsibility  to  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, suspended  the  consideration  of 
American  claims,  and  the  United 
States,  anxious  to  see  France  reco- 
vered from  the  eftect  of  those  em- 
barrassments, and  happy,  prospe- 
rous, and  powerful,  under  her  an- 
cient sovereigns,  acquiesced  in  the 


delay.  That  iKate  of  thmgb  has  now 
been  recdized.  France  is  again  hap- 
py, prosperous,  and  powerful.  The 
other  causes  which  have  been,  from 
time  to  time,  alleged  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens, have  also  ceased  to  operate. 
The  government  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  now  entertains  the 
expectation,  founded  on  a  thorough 
confidence  in  the  justice,  wisdom, 
and  magnanimity  of  his  majesty's 
councils,  that  the  adjustment  of  these 
claims  will  be  no  longer  postponed. 

The  president  is  so  much  the 
more  anxious  for  this  adjustment, 
because  he  is  sincerely  desirous  of 
cultivating  the  most  cordial  good 
understanding  with  his  majesty's 
government,  and  because  he  cannot 
but  be  sensible  that  the  longer  con- 
tinuance of  a  subject  of  discussion,  in 
which  so  many  delays  and  disap- 
pointments  have  already  been  expe- 
rienced,  must  have  a  very  unfavour- 
able influence  on  the  feelings  and 
relationsof  the  two  countries.  Be- 
lieving that  no  two  governments  can 
have,  whether  in  the  interests  of  the 
present  or  the  recollections  of  the 
past,  stronger  motives  to  a  cordial 
friendship  with  each  other,  he  ar- 
dently wishes  that  this  single  thorn, 
threatening  an  ulceration  of  feeling 
so  much  to  be  deprecated,  should 
be  extracted  from  their  relations. 

The  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  for  the 
injuries  suflered  by  them,  are  of 
such  a  character  that  they  can 
never  be  abandoned  by  their  go- 
vernment. Arising  from  acts  which 
equally  violated  the  rights  of  the 
nation  as  well  as  of  the  individual 
suflerers,  the  honour  of  the  govern- 
ment is  concerned  in  their  redress. 

Deeply  impressed  by  my  govern- 
ment with  the  sentiments  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  expres3, 1  per- 
ceived, with  lively  satisfaction,  in 
my  recent  interview  with  your  ex- 
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cellenc7»  the  manifeftation  of  a  de- 
sire, on  the  part  of  your  excellency, 
to  enter,  in  good  earnest,  on  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject.  This  dis- 
position, enlightened  by  the  wisdom, 
and  guided  by  the  justice  which 
preside  over  his  majesty's  councils, 
will  ultimately  lead,  I  cannot  doubt, 
to  a  satisfactory  result. 

I  need  not  repeat  that  the  mea- 
sure of  compensation  at  which  your 
excellency  hinted,  (if  I  comprehend 
it  correctly,)  cannot  be  received  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States 
as  a  complete  and  adequate  dis- 
charge of  the  just  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens. Still,  as  it  is  desirable  to 
know  precisely  to  what  extent  his 
majesty's  government  is  at  this  time 
willing  to  go  in  the  liquidation  of 
these  claims,  (the  justice  and  valid- 
ity of  which,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  have  been  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted by  your  exellency's  prede- 
cessors,) I  shall  await  with  anxiety 


the  fulfilment  of  your  ezcell«ncy*8 
promise  to  communicate  to  me,  in 
writing,  the  limits  of  the  redress  you 
are  prepared  to  ofier,  not  doubting 
that,  in  the  progress  of  your  reflec- 
tions, they  will  attain  an  extension 
corresponding  with  the  magnitude  of 
the  wrongs  suffered  by  our  citizens, 
and  the  elevated  justice  which  now 
holds  such  ample  means  of  redress- 
ing them. 

I  beg  your  excellency,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  accept  the  assurances 
of  the  great  respect  and  distinguish- 
ed consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Wm.  C.  RrvES. 
His  excellency  the  P&incb  db  Po- 
.  LiGNAG,    Minister    Secrei4xry  qf 

state  for  foreign    affairs^    aui 

President  rf  the  Council  of  Minis, 

ters. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  January  28,  1830. 

DzAB  Sir, 

Not  having  heard  from  Prince 
Polignac  in  answer  to  my  note  of 
the  13th  instant,  and  deeming  it  im- 
portant  to  improve,  by  a  diligent 
pursuit  on  my  part,  the  favourable 
dispositions  which  had  been  mani- 
fested in  our  last  interview,  I  re- 
quested, some  days  ago,  another 
interview,  which  has  just  taken 
place. 

On  the  subject  of  the  claims,  the 
prince  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
discuss  it  with  me;  that  he  was 
then  examining  all  the  papers,  and 
was  about  to  make  a  naked  report 
of  the  facts  for  the  personal  con- 
side  ration  of  the  king,  and  that  when 
he  was  ready  to  discuss  the  matter 


with  me,  he  would  invite  me  to 
another  interview. 

1  reminded  him  of  his  promise,  in 
our  last  interview,  to  state  to  me  in 
writing  the  extent  of  the  compensa- 
tion they  were  disposed  to  ofler  us ; 
that  this  implied  an  examination 
already  made,  and  that  1  could  not, 
therefore,  learn,  without  surprise, 
that  the  examination  yet  remained 
to  be  made,  and  that  new  delibera- 
tions were  to  be  commenced.  He 
said  nothing  in  reply,  except  that 
their  attention  was  occupied  with  a 
great  variety  of  other  pressing  busi- 
ness. 

In  taking  my  leave,  I  remarked 
to  the  prince  that  it  was  impossible, 
by  any  form  of  words,  to  disguise 
the  facts  that  a  crisis  must  soon  oc- 
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^ur,  if  it  bad  not  already  occurred, 
in  the  relations  of  France  and  the 
United  States  on  this  disagreeable 
subject ;  that  it  was  alike  inconsist- 
ent with  the  dignity  of  both  govern- 
ments that  the  question  should  re- 
main much  longer  in  its  present  con- 
dition ;  and  that  seeing  the  favour- 
able state  of  our  affairs,  both  with 
Bngland  and  Russia,  as  developed 
in  the  president's  message,  it  was 
for  the  government  of  France  now 
to  consider  whether,  by  her  perse- 


vering neglect  of  our  just  demands, 
she  did  not  incur  the  hazard,  at  least, 
of  our  establishing  more  friendly 
relations  with  other  powers,  which, 
however  reluctantly  on  our  part, 
might  alienate  us  from  her, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Rives  io  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Fans,  February  16, 1830. 

Dear  Sir, 

Shortly  after  my  communica- 
tion of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  had  an  in- 
formal  opportunity,  at  Prince  Polig- 
nac's  own  house,  of  testing  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  dissatisfaction 
which  had  been  expressed  at  the 
president's  message.  I  commenced 
the  conversation  by  observing  to 
him  that,  since  our  last  interview, 
in  which  he  had  informed  me,  to 
my  great  surprise,  of  the  dissatis- 
faction felt  at  the-  passage  in  the 
president's  message  which  related 
to  our  affairs  with  France,  I  had 
critically  re-examined  that  portion 
of  the  message,  and  that  my  first 
impressions,  in  regard  to  its  con- 
ciliatory and  respectful  character, 
had  been  fully  confirmed.  1  re- 
called to  him  the  terms  in  which  the 
president  had  expressed  himself 
with  respect  to  the  magnanimity  of 
the  French  nation,  and  the  known 
integrity  of  the  king,  as  clearly 
evincing  that  his  reliance  for  justice 
was  upon  these  distinguished  attri- 
butes, and  that  he  could  not  have 
intended  an  appeal  to  less  manly 
considerations.     I  observed  to  the 


prince  that,  as  he  thoroughly  under- 
stood  the  English  language,  and  the 
import  of  the  expressions  used  by 
the  president,  I  should  hope  that  he 
would  set  this  matter  in  its  true 
light  before  his  majesty  and  the 
members  of  the  council. 

He  remarked,  that  the  expres- 
sions I  had  cited  were  every  thing 
they  could  have  wished,  but  that 
the  phrase  *^  possible  collision"  con- 
veyed an  intimation  under  which  it 
was  not  very  pleasant  to  act. 

1  told  him  it  should  be  recollect- 
ed that  the  president's  message  was 
a  communication  addressed,  not  to 
foreign  governments,  but  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  in  which 
it  was  enjoined  upon  him  by  the 
constitution  to  lay  before  congress 
<*  information  of  the  state  of  the 
union,"  comprehending  its  foreign 
as  well  as  domestic  relations ;  and 
that  if,  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
summon  the  attention  of  congress, 
in  due  time,  to  what  might  be  the 
possible  consequences  of  existing 
difficulties  with  any  foreign  govern- 
ment, he  might  fairly  be  supposed 
to  do  so  under  a  sense  of  what  was 
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due  from  him  ia  a  fraok  commtim-  some  anaDgemeDt  for  oommeQcing 

cation  with  another  branch  of  hia  their  liquidation, 

own  government,  and  not  from  any  These  suggestions  were  receiTed 

intention  of  holding  a  menace  over  in  a  manner  which  evidently  mark-* 

the  head  of  a  foreign  power.  ed  the  sensible  relief  the  mind  of 

These  observations  were  receiv-  the  prince  derived  from  them, 

ed  in  jEi  very  friendly  spirit  by  the  Having,  by  these  preliminary  and 

prince,    and  he  finally  remarked  formal  conversations,  endeavoured 

that  the  matter  was  now  at  an  end,,  to  smooth  the  way  for  resuming  our 

intimating  that  it  was  not  intended  official  conferences,  I  addressed,  on 

to  say  any  thing  more  about  it  on  the  8th  instant,  a  note  to  the  minis- 

their  part.  ter,  requesting    an    int^rvieWp  to 

Having  thus  ascertained  that  this  which  1  received  his  answer  ap< 
circumstance  was  not  to  be  laid  hold  pointing  the  11th  instant.  On  that 
of  as  an  excuse  for  breaking  off  the  day  I  accordingly  waited  upon 
discussions  which  had  been  common-  him  at  the  office  of  foreign  af« 
ced,  1  availed  myself  of  another  in-  fairs;  but,  as  he  had  just  received 
formal  occasion,  which  occurred  ve-  a  summons  to  attend  the  king  on 
ry  soon  afterwards,  to  make  some  some  affair  of  urgency,  he  begged 
intimations  to  the  prince,  which  I  me  to  excuse  him,  and  to  call  again 
thought  would  smooth  the  way  for  the  next  day  at  11  o'clock, 
a  more  favourable  resumption  of  He  opened  the  conversation  on 
our  discussions.  I  had  observed,  the  following  day,  by  reverting  to 
in  all  my  interviews  with  him,  what  had  been  the  basis  of  the  set- 
a  very  strong  repugnance  to  the  tlement  made  with  the  allied  powers 
idea  of  coming  before  the  cham-  at  the  period  of  the  restoration.  He 
hers  in  his  present  precarious  rela-  said  that,  seeing  that  it  would  be 
tions  with  them,  with  any  extraor-  physically  impossible  for  his  majes- 
dinary  demand  for  money.  I,  there-  ty's  government  to  redress  all  the 
fore,  remarked  to  him  that  it  was  wrongs  which  Bonaparte  had  corn- 
very  far  from  the  wish  of  my  go-  mitted,  it  had  been  agreed  to  limit  the 
vernment,  in  pressing  the  claims  of  redress  to  one  class  of  cases  only — 
its  citizens  at  this  time,  to  do  any  supplies  furnished  by  virtue  of  con- 
thing  which  would  inconveniently  tracts.  Then  passing  to  the  conside- 
embarrass  the  finances  of  France,  ration  of  our  claims  under  the  Berlin 
or  impose  upon  him,  as  minister,  and  Milan  decrees,  he  said  those  de- 
an ungracious  and  disagreeable  crees  were,  undoubtedly,  gross  viola, 
task.  That  our  great  object  was  tionof  the  law  of  nations;  but  if  his 
to  have  the  just  claims  of  our  citi-  majesty's  government  once  recogni. 
zens  acknowledged,  and  put  in  a  sed  the  principle  of  making  compen- 
train  of  liquidation  and  adjustment ;  sation  for  all  of  Bonaparte's  viola, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  tions  of  the  law  ofnations,  infinite  and 
payment,  the  government  of  the  diversified  as  they  were  both  in 
United  States  had  always  express-  number  and  character,  the  entire 
ed  its  willingness  to  show  a  liberal  resources  of  the  French  nation 
regard  to  the  convenience  of  France;  would  soon  be  exhausted  by  the  de- 
and  that  if  nothing  else  could  be  mands  which  such  a  principle  would 
done  at  present,  we  might  at  least  give  rise  to.  He  said  that  his  ma- 
fix  the  principles  upon  which  the  jesty's  government,  therefore,  couki 
claims  could  be  adjusted,  and  adopt  not  undertake  to  indemnify  us  fi>r 
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Uie  injuries  arising  from  those  (Se*  ft  priecedent  of  Which  other  po#en 
trees,  where  they  had  been  carried  could  take  advantage ;  for,  besides 
into  final  execution,  but  there  were  the  fact  that  those  decrees  had  fall* 
^me  cases  which  they  were  will*  en  almost  exclusively  on  the  neu- 
ingto  consider  more  favourably  ;  tral  commefce  of  the  United  States, 
^  where  property  had  not  been  de-  we  were  entitled  to  a  special  pro. 
finitively  condemned,  but  ptkt  into  tection  against  them  by  virtue  of  our 
some  of  the  public  cheSls ;  in  such  convention  with  France  of  1800  ; 
bases  his  majesty's  government  had  and,  moreover,  that  the  European 
no  wish  to  retain  the  benefit  of  the  powers,  having  made  their  own  bar- 
property  so  sequestered.  He  again  gain  by  the  conventions  of  1814  and 
mentioned  the  cases  of  vessels  de-  1815,  and  the  final  liquidation  of 
stroyed  at  sea,  as  standing  on  a  like  1818,  would  be  precluded  from 
favourable  footings  and  afterwards^  bringing  forward  any  new  demands, 
in  the  progress  of  oui^  discussion,  The  prince  remarked  that  the 
added  the  case  of  supplies.  fact,  however,  was,  that  new  claims 
Though  I  was  glad  to  perceive  were  constantly  presented,  and  they 
in  a  portion  of  these  observations  a  had  just  had  occasion  to  reject  some ; 
substantial  confirmation  of  the  im-  that,  though  it  might  be  true  that 
pressions  I  had  received  of  the  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
prince's  admissions  in  our  interview  fallen  almost  exclusively  on  the 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  I  addressed  my-  commerce  of  the  United  States,  yet 
sel^  in  this  stage  of  our  con  versa-  if  his  majesty's  government  should 
tion>  exclusively  to  the  unfavorable  agree  to  redress  these  acts  as  being 
part  of  his  observations.  I  remark-  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  other 
^  that  the  government  of  the  Uni-  powers  would  claim  the  benefit  of 
ted  States  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  principle^  and  extend  it  to  all 
the  distinction  he  had  suggested  be-  other  violations  of  the  law  of  na- 
tween  property  of  its  citizens  whixih  tions  by  Bonaparte  ;  that  for  this 
had  been  condemned,  and  that  reason  his  majesty's  government 
which  had  not  been  condemned,  un-  could  not  undertake,  generally,  to 
der  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  ;  pay  for  property  tarfiscated  under 
that  sentences  of  condemnation  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  but 
could  no  more  impart  validity  to  that  there  were,  no  doubt,  among 
decrees,  otherwise  void,  than  decrees  those  confiscations,  cases  distin* 
admitted  to  be  unlawful,  could  give  guished,  more  or  less,  by  peculiar 
a  legal  sanction  to  sentences  of  con-  circumstances ;  that  they  would  be 
demation  ;  that  we  could  not  there-  willing  to  single  out  as  many  of 
fore  abandon  the  claims  of  our  citi-  these  cases  as  practicable  for  re- 
zens  for  property  unlawfully  con-  dress  ;  but  that  they  could  not  com. 
demned.  I  repeated  what  I  had  had  mit  themselves  to  all  the  bearings 
occasion  to  say  several  times  be-  of  the  general  principle, 
fore,  as  to  the  error  of  supposing  I  told  him  that  the  government  of 
that  the  indemnities  granted  to  the  the  United  States  was  not  solicitous 
European  powers  had  been  confi.  for  the  establishment  of  an  abstract 
ned  to  cases  of  contract,  and  the  in-  principle;  that  the  substantial  satis, 
justice,  if  it  were  so,  of  holding  the  faction  of  the  just  claims  of  its  citi- 
United  States  bound  by  that  ar.  zens  was  all  it  wished ;  and  that  if 
rangement.  I  stated  that  the  satis-  any  mode  could  be  devised  of  ac- 
^ction  of  our  claims  under  the  Ber-  complishing  that  object  without  an 
fin  and  Milan  decrees  would  not  be  express  recognition  of  the  principle 
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he  deprecated,  I  should  hare  do  ob-  house  with  some  other  company,  be 

jectioa  to  coocur  in  an  arrangement  requested  me,  as  I  was  leaving  the 

founded  upon  such  a  basis.  room,  to  remain  a  few  minutes  Iod« 

I  then  proceeded  to  remark  that,  ger,  as  he  wished  to  converse  with 

as  we  could  come  to  no  conclusion  on  me.    As  soon  as  he  was  disengaged 

this  branch  of  the  subject  at  present,  from  the  individual  with  whom  he  was 

I  wished  to  know  precisely  to  what  then  conversing,  he  told  me  that  he 

extent  we  had  agreed ;  that  I  under-  had  already  consulted  the  king  and 

stood  him  to  say  that  ''in  all  cases  his  colleagues  on  the  subject  of  our 

where  the  property  had  not  been  last  conference ;  that  they  approved 

difiiiitively  condemned,  and  £>r  all  of  the  p]an  of  adjustment  he  had 

vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed  at  proposed ;  and  that  in  a  few   days 

sea,"    his    majesty's    government  he  would  wish  to  see  me  again,  that 

would  indemnify.   He  replied  ''cer.  we  might  settle  the  principles  of  ad- 

tainly ;  there  it  was  clearly  right."  justment,  and  adopt  the  necessary 

For  the  purpose  of  testing  more  measures  for  constituting  a  mixed 

completely  the  accuracy  of  my  im.  commission.     I  told  him  1  received 

pressions  on  this  topic,  I  several  times  the  bformation  with  great  pleasure, 

alhided  incidentally  to  this  admis-  and  that  I  should   hold  myself  in 

sion,  and,  as  oflen  as  I  did  so,  it  readiness  to  obey  his  summons  at 

was  promptly  and    unequivocally  the  earliest  moment.     He  said  he 

confirmed.      You  will  have  per-  was  then  very  much  occupied  with 

ceived,  also,  from  the  foregoing  re-  other  subjects,  and  it  might  be  seve- 

cital,  that  the   admissions  obtained  ral  days  before  he  should  be  prepa- 

from  him  went  beyond  this,  and  to  red  to  see  me« 
an  extent  greater  than  the  declara-       A  negotiation,  therefore,  may  be 

tions  of  any  of  his  predecessors,  considered  as  having,  at  least,  com- 

comprehending  an  undefined  portion  menced,  though  what  progress  it  is 

of  the  cases  of  condemnations,  all  destined  to  make,  or  what  tormina- 

of  which  have  been   heretofore  in-  tion  it  may  have,  I  have  already 

variably  and  decidedly  negatived,  had,  myself,  too  much  experience 

But  this  admission  not  being  accom-  of  the  uncertainties  of  diplomacy, 

panied  with  such  criteria  as  served  and  read  too  many  monitory  lessons 

to  mark  the  precise  extent  of  it,  I  was  of  the  same  kind  in  the  experience 

not  enabled  to  challenge  a  specific  of  my  predecessors,  to  venture  to 

confirmation  of  it.  form  an  opinion.     I  believe  there 

P  suggested  to  the  prince  the  are  some  considerations  operating 

propriety  of  his  addressing  me  a  at  this  moment,  which  dispose  the 

note  embodying  his  propositions,  to  minister  to  settle  this  question,  if  it 

the  extent,  at  least,  to  which  we  can   be  done  without  risking  too 

were  agreed.    He  said  he  would  do  great  a  re-action.     I  have  lost  no 

so  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  the  opportunity  of  urging  such  of  these 

sanction  of  the  king  and  his  col-  considerations  as  it  was  proper  for 

leagues  on  a  report  he  was  about  to  me  to  present  myself^  while  I  have 

draw  up ;   and  that  he  would  em-  endeavoured  to  have  such  as  I  could 

brace  in  his  note  a  proposition  for  a  not  properly  suggest  impressed  by 

mixed  commission,  (which  had  been  others.     I  shall  continue  to  use  my 

alluded  to  in  the  course  of  our  con-  most  strenuous  and  unceasing  efibits 

venation,)  to  examine  and  liquidate  to  bring  this  disagreeable  subject  to 

the  claims.  a    satisfactory  termination.      The 

Lust  night,  being  at  the  prince's  near  approach  of  the  great  political 
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struggle  which  will  he  ushered  in 
bj  the  meetiug  of  the  chambers, 
leaves  a  brief  interval  for  negotia> 
tion;  but  the  moment  is  one  which 
it  may  be  of  the  highest  importance 
CO  seize  vigorously,  and  to  improve 
diligently. 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
French  claim  under  the  eight  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has  never 
been  mentioned  but  once,  and  then 
historically  only,  as  being  one  of 
the  subjects  of  discussion  between 
the  two  governments;  that  Beau- 
marchais's  claim  has  not  been  allu- 


ded to;  and  no  allusion,  indeed,  has 
been  made  to  any  private  claims  of 
French  subjects,  except  a  very 
vague  one  to  claims  for  ships  which 
had  been  seized  or  captured.  These, 
however,  I  presume,  are  all  reserved 
for  the  closing  scenes  of  the  diplo- 
matic drama. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  most  ob't  servant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 

To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Burbn, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washington. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  Febniarj  25,  1830. 
SlR| 

The  day  afler  the  date  of  my 
last  despatch,  I  addressed  a  note  to 
Prince  Polignac,  of  which  a  copy 
is  enclosed.  The  moment  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  critical  one,  rendered 
the  more  so  by  the  near  approach 
of  the  meeting  of  the  chambers ; 
and  I  therefore  determined,  even  at 
the  risk  of  seeming  somewhat  im- 
portunate, to  request  another  inter- 
view  with  him  at  once.  Having 
failed  in  my  efforts  to  obtain  from 
him  a  note  which  should  reduce  to 
writing  the  admissions  and  proposi- 
tions he  had  several  times  made 
verbally,  you  will  perceive  that,  as 
a  provision  against  any  unfavoura- 
ble contingency  which  might  occur, 
I  made  use  of  this  occasion  to  re- 
capitulate the  substance  of  those 
admissions,  in  my  note  to  him,  as 
constituting  the  next  best  evidence, 
and  of  equal  validity,  indeed,  if  not 
contradicted,  with  a  note  from  him- 
self.  With  the  same  view,  I  also 
took  occasion,  in  mentioning  that  I 
had  a  full  power  to  conclude  a  con- 
vention with  him  on  the  subject  of 


the  claims,  to  suggest,  incidentally, 
the  expediency  of  some  record  of 
the  results  of  our  negotiation,  as 
they  should  be  progressively  agreed 
upon  and  settled  between  us. 

The  whole  frame  of  the  note  was 
designed  to  test  his  earnestness  in 
what  had  passed  between  us.  If  he 
were  really  disposed  and  prepared 
to  settle  the  claims  on  the  principles 
indicated  in  conversation,  my  note, 
in  exhibiting  my  readiness  to  meet 
him  effectively  on  that  ground, 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  wel- 
come. If,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
was  either  not  disposed  or  not  pre- 
pared to  consummate  his  words  by 
corresponding  acts,  I  foresaw  that 
the  note  would  probably  occasion 
him  some  embarrassment. 

In  this  state  of  things,  having 
waited  five  days  without  hearing 
from  him,  I  had  determined  to  send 
Mr.  Harper  to  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  to  make  a  courteous 
inquiry  of  the  under  secretary  on  the 
subject,  by  way  of  stimulating  the 
minister,  when  it  was  announced  in 
the  journals  that  the  minister  had 
been  seriously  indisposed  for  several 
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da3rs.     His  sickness  is  announced  an  article  you  will  find  in  one  of  {he 

in  all  the  journals,  of  the  22d  in-  gazettes  accompanying  this  despatch 

stant.     Hearing,  however,  in  the  — ^the  Constitutionnel  of  yesterday, 

course  of  the  next  day,  that  he  was  The  writer,  upon  the  strength  of  an 

sufficiently  recovered  to  attend  to  idle  invention  that  the  minister  of 

business,  I  addressed  him  another  foreign  affairs   had  agreed  to  pay 

note,  simply  requesting  an  interview,  the  United  States  thirty  millions  of 

To  this  note  1  received  his  answer  indemnities,  makes  it  a  serious  re- 

on  the  following  day,  expressing  his  proach  to  him,  without  once,  how. 

regret  at  his  inability  to  receive  me  ever,  questioning  the  justice  of  our 

during  the  present  week,  in  conse-  claims,  but  simply  because  he  had 

quence  of  his  multiplied  occupations,  not  contrived,  by  some  sort  of  diplo. 

A  copy  of  his  answer  is  enclosed.  matlc  alchemy,  to  convert  the  re- 

Thus  has  terminated  the  prospect  sponsibility  of  the  French  nation  for 
opened  by  the  facts  communicated  acknowledged  wrongs,  into  a  means 
in  my  last  despatch,  of  accomplish-  of  profit  to  its  own  treasury.  The 
ing  something  before  the  meeting  of  article,  in  other  respects,  is  full  of 
the  chambers,  without  leaving  any  false  facts  as  well  as  false  reason- 
sanguine  confidence,  on  my  part,  in  ing ;  but,  such  is  the  state  of  the 
the  better  success  of  future  efforts.  French  press,  enslaved  in  its  very 
I  had  hoped  that,  in  the  circum-  licentiousness  to  the  dominion  of 
stances  of  the  present  nioment,  the  party,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  seek  a  cor- 
ministry  would  have  derived  an  ad-  rection  of  its  errors  through  th^ 
ditional  and  extrinsic  motive  to  a  channel  which  propagates  them, 
just  settlement  of  our  claims,  from  Notwithstanding  these  discourage* 
the  probability  of  thereby  concilif^  ments,  I  hope  the  president  will  be 
ting  a  portion  of  the  opposition  party  assured  that  I  shall  continue  to  use 
in  the  chambers,  which,  from  poU-  every  possible  exertion  to  bring  this 
tical  or  commercial  considerations,  prominent  object  of  the  duties  with 
was  supposed  to  favour  such  a  set-  which  he  has  charged  me,  to  a  sa- 
tlement.  Representations  of  this  tisfactory  eoncluaion. 
kind,  though  not  proper  to  be  made  I  can  hardly  promise  myself  any 
by  myself,  had  been  made  by  others,  profitable  discussions  with  the  mi- 
and,  I  had  reason  to  believe,  not  nister  of  foreign  afiairs  during  the 
without  effect.  The  moment,  how-  session  of  the  chambers,  which 
ever,  for  drawing  profit  from  them,  meet  in  five  days  from  this  time. 
seems  to  be  now  past.  Much  al-  The  vital  character  of  the  struggle 
lowance  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  which  will  mark  the  proceedings  of 
bad  health  of  the  minister  of  foreign  these  bodies,  will,  no  doubt,  al^rh 
afiairs,  and  his  necessary  occupa-  all  his  attention  and  solicitude.  It 
-  tion,  as  president  of  the  council,  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  there 
with  a  great  variety  of  affairs,  pre-  is  a  decided  majority  opposed  to  die 
paratoryto  the  meeting  of  the  cham-  ministers  in  the  chamber  of  depu< 
bers.  ties  ;  of  which  the  probable  conse^ 

But  whatever  might  be  the  good  quence  will  be  an  address,  (in  an« 

good  faith  or  favourable  dispositions  swer  to  the  speech  from  the  throne,) 

of  the  minister,  the  modes  of  think-  expressing  their  want  of  confidence 

ing  in  relation  to  questions  of  this  in   his    majesty's   ministers.     The 

sort  oppose  a  great  obstacle  to  domg  ministers,  however,  will,  in  all  pro. 

us  justice.     Of  this,  a  more  striking  bability,  disregarding  the  address, 

proof  could  not  be  afforded,  than  in  proceed  to  lay  before  the  chambera 
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their  projects  of  laws,  chiefly  finan-  those  condemnations,  indep^dent  of 
cial,  and  try  the  sense  of  the  cham-  the  illegality  of  the  decrees  them* 
bers  upon  them.  If  they  should  be  selves,  (as,  for  example,  that  the 
accepted,  the  ministers  will,  of  condemnations  were  in  contravention 
course,  be  enabled  to  retain  their  of  the  convention  of  1800,  were  not 
places.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  made  by  regular  prize  tribunals,  or 
chambers  should  have  courage  in  the  forms  prescribed  by  law,  &;c., 
enough  to  reject  the  budget,  the  mi-  ^c,  &c.)  it  immediately  occurred 
nisters  must  either  resign,  or  dissolve  to  me  that  an  article  might  be  fram- 
or  prorogue  the  chambers*  These  ed  which  would,  at  the  same  time, 
are  the  vital  issues  involved  in  the  consult  the  views  as  expressed  by 
parliamentary  struggle  so  near  at  the  minister  and  provide  for  the  just 
hand.  As  time  must  very  soon  re-  claim  of  our  citizens, 
solve  them,  it  would  be  idle  (or  me  I  accordingly  prepared  an  article 
to  speculate  upon  them,  though  my  arranging  the  condemnations  which 
present  impression  is,  that,  by  means  his  majesty's  government  should  po- 
of some  one  of  the  contingencies  sitively  stipulate  to  pay,  into  se- 
above  mentioned,  the  official  exist-  parate  classes,  according  to  special 
ence  of  the  prime  minister,  at  least,  grounds  of  reversal  applying  to  each> 
will  survive  the  impending  conflict  with  a  supplementary  clause,  that 
This  consideration  makes  it  very  they  should  pay  for  all  other  cases 
desirable  that  I  should  be  possessed,  of  condemnation  which,  from  any 
as  speedily  as  possible,  of  the  views  consideration^  a  mixed  commission 
of  the  president  with  regard  to  the  should  decide  that  his  majesty's  go- 
arrangement  which  had  occurred  to  vernment  was  justly  bound  to  mSne 
my  mind,  and  which,  you  will  per-  compensation  fbr.  In  drawing  this 
ceive  from  my  note  to  the  minister,  article,  I  was  guided  chiefly  by  the 
I  had  intended  to  suggest  to  him  en  statement  contained  in  Mr.  Galla- 
the  subject  of  the  vessels  and  car-  tin's  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
goes  condemned  under  the  Berlin  of  the  9th  November,  1816 ;  and 
and  Milan  decrees.  My  last  des-  the  classification  of  cases  I  made, 
patch  will  have  informed  you  of  what  corresponded,  as  you  will  perceive, 
had  parsed  between  the  minister  and  in  numeral  order  as  well  as  in  prin- 
myself  on  this  subject.  He  had  oiple,  with  the  specifications  of  that 
said  that,  while  his  majesty's  go-  statement. 

vernment  could  not  consent  to  pay,  It  seemed  to  me  that  such  an  ar- 

generally,  for  condemnations  under  tide,  while  it  was  accommodated  to 

these  decrees,  on  the  naked  ground  the  views  expressed  by  the  minister 

of  their  being  contrary  to  the  law  of  France,  had  a  decided  advantage 

of  nations,  in  consequence  of  the  for  us  over  that  which  had  been  pro- 

heavy  and  indefinite  demands  of  posed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke 

other  powers,  to  which  the  recogni-  de   Richelieu.     According  to  Mr. 

tion  of  such  a  principle  would  sub-  Gallatin's  projet,  the  government  of 

ject  them,  that  they  would  be  will-  France  was  not  bound  positively  to 

ing  to  go  as  far  as  they  could,  in  the  pay  fbr  any  of  the  condemnations ; 

payment  of  cases  which  might  be  butthe  whole  question  of  their  obliga- 

distinguished   by  a  peculiarity  of  tion  todoso,  was  made  dependant  up. 

circumstances.     As  there  were  spe-  on  the  decision  of  a  mixed  commis- 

cial  reasons  in  perhaps  all  the  cases  sion.    According  to  that  which  I  had 

of  condemnation  under  the  Berlin  thought  of  suggesting,  the  govern- 

and  Milan  decrees,  fbr  setting  aside  ment  of  France   would  positively 
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bind  iti^lf  to  pay  for  five  distinct  result  to  have  every  thing  ready, 

classes  of  condemnations^  compre-  on  my  part,  I  drew  up  this  projet, 

bending,  in  all   probability,  nearly  with  the  intention  of  comnrnnicating 

the  whole  that  had  taken  place,  re*  it  to  him  at  our  next  conference, 

ferring  the  question  of  its  obligation  but  with  such  reservations  as  would 

to  pay  in  any  cases  which  might  not  prevent  it  from  binding  me  as  an 

be  included  in  those  classes,  to  the  official  paper.      The  first  article, 

determination  of  a  mixed  commis-  you  will  perceive,  provides  for   the 

sion.  cases  in  regard  to  which  I  under- 

There  is  one  other  difference  be-  stood  that  the  minister  and  myself 

tween  the  two  projets,  which  as  you  had  agreed.     The  particular  views 

may  deem  it  important,  I  beg  leave  which  determined  the  shape  of  the 

to  invite  your  attention  to.     In  the  second  article,  have  been  already 

second  section  of  Mr.  Grallatin's  first  explained. 

article,  the  decision  of  the  mixed  The  claims  originating  prior  to 
commission  is  to  be  governed  by  a  the  conventions  of  1800  and  1803, 
consideration  of  what  condemna-  and  forming  the  subject-matter  of 
tions  were  **  contrary  to  jmbUe  law  the  two  or  three  first  classes  of 
and  justice,  ^c,**  Inconsequence  claims  mentioned  in  my  instructtixis, 
of  the  jealousy  and  repugnance  I  considered  as  virtually  embraced 
manifested  by  the  minster  of  foreign  by  these  articles,  particularly  by 
afiairs  to  any  arrangement  which  the  clause  of  the  first  article  rela- 
would  recognise  the  principle  of  ting  to  supplies  and  debts,  and  the 
paying  for  Bonaparte's  violations  of  clause  of  the  second  article  relating 
the  law  of  nations,  I  thought  it  best  to  condemnations  in  contravention 
to  avoid  any  express  reference  to  of  the  convention  of  1800.  The 
public  law,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  latter  clause  was  framed  mainly 
leave  it  to  the  commission,  in  gene-  with  reference  to  condenuiations 
ral  terms,  to  decide  what  condem-  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
nations,  not  enumerated,  his  majes-  prior  to  3 1st  July,  1809,  which,  be« 
ty's  government  <<is  justly  bound  to  sides  their  illegality  on  general  prin- 
make  compensation  fer."  The  two  ciples,  were  in  violation  of  the  12th, 
forms  of  expression,  perhaps,  are  13th,  and  14th  articles  of  the  con- 
not  intrinsically  of  different  import,  vention  of  1800,  which  secured  to 
and  it  would  seem  that  such  was  each  party,  in  time  of  war,  the  be- 
Mr.  Gallatin's  understanding  of  ncfit  of  an  unmolested  commerce 
them,  as,  in  the  second  section  of  with  the  territories,  or  in  the  produc- 
his  second  article,  in  defining  the  tions  of  the  enemies  of  the  other; 
functions  of  the  mixed  commission,  but,  it  was  recommended  to  me  by 
he  uses  the  phrase,  "justly  bound."  the  further  consideration  of  making 

The  article  prepared  by  me  on  France  reponsible,  at  the  same  time, 

this  subject,  you  will  find  incorpo-  for  the  more  ancient  claims  arising 

rated  as  the  second  article  in  a  pro-  from  condemnations  contrary  to  the 

jet  of  a  convention   which   accom-  tenor  of  the  4th  article, 
panics  this  despatch.      Supposing       As  the  classes  of  claims  here  re- 

that,  in  the  favourable  dispositions  fcrred  to  had  not  been  insisted  on  in 

expressed  by  the  minister,  some  ar-  any  of  the  discussions  which  had 

rnngement  might   possibly  be  con.  taken  place  between  the  two  go- 

cluded  with  him  before  the  meeting  vernments  for  the  last  twenty-five^ 

of  the  chambers,   and  deeming  it  years,  and  seemed,  indeed,  to  have 

important  towards  securing  such  a  been  mutually  considered  as  either 
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■ettled  or  abaadooed,  I  thought  it  model  of  the  numerous  joint  corn- 
would  have  a  very  bad  efiect  to  missions  which  grew  out  of  the  trea* 
bring  them  forward  distinctly  and  ty  of  Paris  of  1814,  and  the  subse- 
avowedly.  Indeed  I  supposed  that  quent  conventions  for  the  payment 
the  motive  for  comprehending  them  of  indemnities  to  the  European  pow« 
in  my  instructions  was  not  so  much  ers,  provided  for  the  preliminary 
a  distinct  recognition  of  them,  as  to  appointment  of  two  arbitrators  by 
swell  the  aggregate  amount  of  our  the  contracting  parties  respectively, 
claims  in  the  event  of  a  proposition  of  whom  one  was  to  be  drawn  by  lot, 
for  a  compromise  en  bloc,  and  whenever  the  commissioners  were 
thereby  enable  us  the  better  to  ob-  divided  in  opinion  in  any  particular 
tain  a  sum  adequate  to  cover  all  the  case,  to  act  with  the  commissioners 
claims  of  a  more  unquestionable  in  that  case  only ;  a  fresh  choioe  to 
character.  be  made  by  lot  as  often  as  a  case 
The  other  articles  of  the  projet  occurred  in  which  the  commissioa. 
relate  entirely  to  the  organization  ers  should  be  equally  divided  in 
of  a  mixed  commission.  On  tliis  opinion.  According  to  the  first  plan, 
subject  there  was  nothing  in  my  in-  whatever  bias  the  arbitrator  might 
structions  to  guide  me,  but  a  gene-  have,  would  act  upon  the  whole 
ral  authorization  **  to  adopt  the  mode  mass  of  cases ;  according  to  the 
of  liquidation  and  adjustment,  &c.,  other,  that  bias  would  act  upon  in* 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  dividual  cases  only — a  bias  in  one 
letter  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  of  case  being  liable  to  be  counter- 
the  9th  November,  1816."  On  acted  by  a  contrary  bias  in  some 
recurring  to  that  letter  1  found  that,  other. 

although  Mr.  Gallatin's  mode  of  This  projet  is  now  submitted  for 
adjustment  called  for  a  joint  com-  your  consideration.  Having  been 
mission,  he  had  not  developed  any  compelled,  in  the  absence  of  specific 
plan  for  its  organization.  Looking  instructions,  to  rely  very  much  on 
back,  however,  to  the  instructions  my  own  judgment  in  the  preparation 
of  May  1,  1816,  under  which  he  of  it,  an  early  communication  of  the 
acted,  I  found  he  was  authorized  president's  views  on  the  several 
"to  provide  for  the  organization  of  points  embraced  by  it,  (which 
a  board  of  claims,  on  the  principle  would,  in  all  probability,  reach  me 
of  that  under  the  treaty  of  1794  before  my  negotiations  can  be  re- 
with  Great  Britain."  That  treaty,  sumed  with  the  minister,)  would  be 
therefore,  became  my  guide  on  this  very  desirable  to  me.  As  con- 
subject.  I  departed  from  it,  how-  siderable  abatements  will,  probably, 
ever,  in  one  respect,  in  which  the  be  insisted  on  from  the  demands  of 
more  recent  experience  of  the  Uni-  the  projet,  it  would  be  also  import- 
ted  States,  as  well  as  that  of  other  ant  for  me  to  be  informed,  at  the 
governments,  seemed  to  require  the  same  time,  how  far  claims  which 
variation.  might  seem  either  rigorous  or  doubt- 
The  treaty  of  1794  provides  for  ful,  (such  as  interest,  and  the  claims 
the  choice,  by  lot,  of  a  fiflh  com-  prior  to  1800  and  1803,)  may  be 
missloner,  who  shall  be  permanently  eventually  abandoned,  if  it  shouki 
associated  with  the  other  commis-  become  necessary  as  the  sine  qua 
sioners,  and  act  with  them  in  all  the  non  of  an  arrangement, 
cases  submitted  to  the  joint  com-  On  two  other  points  I  beg  leave 
mission.  The  St.  Petersburg  con-  to  ask  for  explanations.  1.  If  tbe 
vention,  however,  conforming  to  the  government  of  France  should  lefuae 
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to  enter  into  a  positive  stipulation  to 
pay  for  any  portion  or  classes  of  the 
property  condemned,  would  the 
United  States  be  willing  to  leave 
that  question  to  be  determined  by  a 
joint  commission,  the  other  claims 
being  satisfactorily  provided  for? 
Mr.  Grallatin's  proposition  to  the 
Duke  de.  Richelieu  seems  to  have 
been  founded  upon  this  basis ;  and 
1  should  have  had  no  doubt  that 
such  was  also  the  view  of  the  pre- 
sent  administration,  but  for  the  re- 
mark in  the  latter  part  of  my  in- 
structions, that  ^  the  president  can- 
not consent  to  submit  the  subject  of 
our  claims  to  arbitrament/'  This 
remark,  however,  I  presume,  was 
intended  to  be  applied  only  to  the 
general  principle  and  entire  mass  of 
our  claims.  2.  Would  the  United 
States  be  willing  to  refer  the  re^ 
9lricUd  question  under  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  to 
the  same  commission  which  may  be 
constituted  to  liquidate  and  deter, 
mine  the  other  claims.  My  instruc- 
tions authorize  me  to  repeat  the 
oner  made  by  Mr.  Brown  on  this 
subject.  That  offer,  however^  under 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Clay,  con- 
templated a  tribunal  of  a  ditfcrent 
organization,  though   no  sufficient 


reason  is  perceived  why  the  qtie^ 
tion  might  not  be  properly  submit* 
ted  to  the  same  commission  which 
should  have  cogniaSance  of  the  other 
claims. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  although  the  discriminating  du« 
ties  of  impost  on  French  vessels  in 
the  United  States  have  ceased  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  convention 
of  1822,  since  the  1st  October, 
1827,  the  discriminating  duties  of 
tonnage  slill  continue.  My  impres- 
sion when  I  lefl  the  United  States 
(which  1  think  was  yours  also) 
was,  that  discriminating  duties  of 
every  kind  had  ceased  on  both 
sides  from  that  date ;  but  such,  I 
find,  is  not  the  fact.  Hence  a  dif^ 
ficulty  arises,  in  stating  the  ques- 
tion for  reference,  to  designate  a 
period  down  to  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  bound  to  refund  the 
discriminating  duties  in  the  event 
of  a  decision  against  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  most  ob'd*t  serv't, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buhen, 

Secretary  of  State,    Washing- 

ton. 


Paris,  February  17,  1830. 

The  undersigned  requests  his  ex- 
cellency the  Prince  de  Polignac, 
minister  secretary  of  state  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  to  have  the  goodness 
to  indicate  an  hour  when  the  un- 
dersigned  can  have  the  honour  of 
holding  another  conversation  with 
hia  excellency. 

His  excellency  the  Prince  de 
Polignac  and  the  undersigned  hav- 
ing already  agreed  as  to  certain 
classes  of  the  reclamations  of  citi- 
zens of  the   United  States,  which 


his  excellency  has  expressed  the 
willingness  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment to  provide  for,  to  wit,  all  ves- 
sels  and  cargoes  not  definitively 
condemned,  vessels  and  cargoes 
destroyed  at  sea,  and  supplies; 
the  undesigned  in  the  hope  of  a 
like  accord  on  the  remaining  class 
of  reclamations,  to  wit,  for  vessels 
and  cargoes  condemned,  is  desi- 
rous of  suggesting  an  arrangement 
which  he  flatters  himself  will  af- 
ford  the  means  of  conciliating  the 
views  expressed  by  his  excefieocy 
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in  a  late  conference,  with  the  just 
rights  of  American  citizens,  as  un- 
derstood and  presented  by  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  having  been 
furnished  by  his  governmeut  with 
a  full  power  to  conclude  a  conven- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  presuming 
that  the  plan  of  an  adjustment  con- 
templated cannot  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution otherwise  than  by  a  con- 
vention,  will  have  the  honour  to 
present  this  full  power  to  his  excel- 
lency  the  Prince  de  PoLignac,  and 


the  negotiation  can  thence  forward 
proceed  by  protocol,  or  with  such 
other  formalities  as  may  be  usual 
and  proper. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  ex- 
cellency the  Prince  de  Polignac 
to  accept  the  cordial  assurances 
of  his  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

W.  C.  Rives. 
To  his  Excellency  the  PamcB  de 
Polignac,  MirUsier  Secretary f 
SfC.  SfC, 


[translation.] 


His  most  Christian  majesty,  the 
king  of  France  and  Navarre,  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  de- 
siring to  extinguish  all  source  of 
misunderstanding,  and  to  consoli- 
date  the  friendly  and  cordial  rela- 
tions which  it  is  the  wish  and  inte- 
rest of  both  powers  to  cherish,  have 
respectively  named  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries, to  wit : 

who,  having  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  to,  and  conclu- 
ded the  following  articles : 

Art.  1.  His  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty will  make  compensation  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  for  all 
losses  and  damage  sustained  by 
reason  of  illegal  or  irregular  cap- 
tures, seizures,  and  sequestrations 
of  their  vessels  and  cargoes  under 
the  authority  of  France,  in  all  cases 
where  the  said  vessels  and  cargoes 
have  not  been  definitively  condemn- 
ed by  the  council  of  prizes,  as  also 
for  all  losses  and  damage  sustained 
by  the  unlawful  destruction  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes  at  sea,  and  for 
all  supplies  derived  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  or  debts  other- 
wise due  by  virtue  of  contract. 

Art.  II.  His  most  Christian  ma- 
Ee 


jesty  also  engages  to  make  com- 
pensation to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  all  losses  and  damage 
sustained  by  reason  of  condemna- 
tions of  their  vessels  and  cargoes  in 
the  following  cases,  to  wit:  1st. 
Where  the  condenmations  were  in 
contravention  of  the  convention  of 
3th  September,  1800,  between 
France  and  the  United  States ; 
2dly.  Where  the  condemnation 
was  not  pronounced  by  a  regular 
prize  tribunal ;  3dly.  Where  the 
proceedings  were  not  according  to 
the  forms  precribed,  by  law,  for  se- 
curing a  fair  trial  on  a  hearing  of 
both  parties;  4thly.  Where  the 
sentences  of  condemnation  gave  a 
retrospective  effect  to  the  decrees 
under  which  they  purported  to  be 
made;  5thly.  Where  condemnations 
which  purported  to  be  made  by  vir- 
tue  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
were  pronounced  subsequent  to  the 
day  from  and  afler  which  the  said 
decrees,  in  being  definitively  repeal- 
ed, were,  according  to  the  declara- 
tions and  acts  of  the  French  govern- 
ment,  to  be  thenceforward  cousi- 
dered  as  not  having  existed ;  and, 
6thly.  Where,  from  any  other  cir- 
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cumstance  or  consideratioo,  the  pies  and  provisions  of  the  said  oon« 
mized  commission  hereinafter  pro-  vention,  decide  all  matters  submift- 
vided  for  shall  determine  that  his  ted  to  me  as  commissioner  (or  arbi- 
majesty's  government  is  justly  trator,  as  the  case  may  be,)  under 
bound  to  make  compensation,  whe-  the  said  convention."  All  vacan- 
ther  the  condemnation  was  by  vir-  cies  occurring,  by  death  or  other- 
tue  of  the  before-mentioned  decrees,  wise,  shall  be  filled  up  in  the  man- 
or any  other  decree  or  order,  or  ner  of  the  original  appointment,  and 
upon  some  other  pretence.  the  new  commissioners  or  arbitra- 
Art.  hi.  For  the  purpose  of  li-  tors  shall  take  the  same  oath  or  af- 
quidating  the  sums  due  to  citizens  .  firmation,  and  perform  the  same  du- 
of  the  United  States  according  to  ties,  as  their  predecessors, 
the  foregoing  principles  and  provi-  Art.  IV.  The  said  commis- 
sions,  and  to  determine  in  what  sioners  are  hereby  empowered  and 
cases,  not  specially  designated,  his  required  to  go  into  an  examination 
majesty's  government  is  justly  bound  of  all  the  claims  presented  to  them 
to  compensate,  four  commissioners  under  this  convention,  and  to  deter- 
and  two  arbitrators  shall  be  appoint-  mine  the  same  according  to  the  me- 
ed, and  authorized  to  meet  and  act  rits  of  the  several  cases,  under  the 
in  the  manner  following,  to  wit :  two  principles  and  provisions  herein  be- 
commissioners  and  one  arbitrator  fore  established.  In  the  investiga- 
shall  be  appointed  by  his  most  tion  of  the  said  claims,  the  conums. 
Christian  majesty,  and  the  remain-  sioners  shall  have  power  to  examine 
ing  two  commissioners,  and  one  ar-  all  such  persons  as  shall  come  be- 
bitrator,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  fore  them,  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  touching  the  premises ;  and  also  to 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  receive,  in  evidence,  according  as 
the  senate  thereof.  The  said  com-  they  may  think  most  consistent  with 
missioners  and  arbitrators  shall  equity  and  justice,  all  written  depo- 
first  meet  at  Paris,  but  they  shall  sitions,  or  books,  or  papers,  or  co- 
have  power  to  adjourn  from  place  pies  or  extracts  thereof ;  every  sudi 
place,  as  they  may  see  fit.  At  their  deposition,  or  book,  or  paper,  or 
first  meeting,  and  before  they  pro-  copy,  or  extract,  being  duly  authen- 
ceed  to  act,  they  shall  respectively  ticatcd,  according  to  the  legal  forms 
take  the  following  oath  or  afRrma-  now  respectively  existing  in  the  two 
tion  in  the  presence  of  each  other  ;  countries,  or  in  such  other  manner 
which  oath  or  affirmation,  being  so  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  see 
taken  and  duly  attested,  shall  be  en-  cause  to  require  or  allow, 
tered  by  their  secretary,  (whom  Art.  V.  In  tlie  event  of  the 
they  shall  have  power  to  appoint,)  commissioners  not  being  able,  by  a 
on  the  record  of  their  proceedings,  majority  of  voices,  to  decide  any 
to  wit :  '<  I,  A  B,  one  of  the  com-  particular  case  un^er  examination, 
missioners  (or  arbitrators,  as  the  or  any  collateral  question  arising 
case  may  be,)  appointed  in  pursu-  therein,  then,  and  in  that  case,  they 
ance  of  the  convention  concluded  shall  draw  by  lot  the  name  of  one 
at                   on                    between  of  the  two  arbitrators,  who,  afler 

do  solemnly  having  given  due  consideration  to 

swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  honest-  the  matter  contested,  shall  consult 

ly,  diligently,  impartially,  and  care-  with  the  commissioners,  and  a  final 

fully  examine,  and  to  the  best  of  my  decision  shall  be  given,  in  that  cajse, 

judgment^  according  to  the  princi-  conformably  to  the  opinion  of' the 
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majority  of  the  commissionersi  and 
of  the  arbitrator  so  drawn  by  lot ; 
and  the  arbitrator,  when  so  acting 
with  the  commissioners,  shall  be 
bound,  in  all  respects,  by  the  same 
rules  of  proceeding,  and  shall  be 
vested  with  the  same  powers  as  the 
commissioners,  and  be  deemed,  fbr 
that  case,  a  commissioner. 

Art.  VI.  The  decision  of  the 
commissioners,  or  of  the  commis. 
sioners  and  arbitrator,  as  provided 
for  by  the  preceding  article,  shall 
in  all  cases  be  final  and  conclusive, 
both  as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
and  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be 
paid  to  the  claimant ;  and  his  most 
Christian  majesty  engages  to  cause 
the  sum  so  awarded  to  be  paid  to 
such  claimant,  in  specie,  without  de- 


duction, at  such  place  or  places,  and 
at  such  time  or  times,  as  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  commissioners ;  and 
on  condition  of  such  releases  or  as- 
signments, to  be  given  by  the 
claimant,  as  the  commissioners  shall 
also  direct. 

Art.  VII.  It  is  farther  agreed 
that  the  commissioners  and  arbitra- 
tors shall  be  respectively  paid  in 
such  manner  as  shall  he  settled  be- 
tween  the  two  governments  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of  this  convention  ;  and  all 
other  expenses  attending  the  execu- 
tion of  the  commission  shall  be  de- 
frayed jointly  by  the  two  parties, 
the  same  being  previously  ascertain- 
ed and  allowed  by  the  majority  of 
the  board. 


No.  19. 


Sit, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr*  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  March  21,  1830. 


I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the 
copy  of  a  note  received  from  Prince 
de  Poligntic,  together  with  a  copy 
of  my  answer,  and  to  accompany 
them  with  a  statement  of  what  has 
passed  between  us,  verbally,  on  the 
subject  of  the  pending  negotiation, 
since  the  date  of  my  despatch  No. 
16.  Four  or  five  days  after  the 
receipt  of  his  note  of  the  24th  ulti- 
mo, (in  which  he  excused  himself 
from  the  interview  I  had  requested,) 
I  attended  an  evening  party  at  his 
house,  when  he  invited  me  to  call  on 
him  at  the  foreign  office  on  the 
following  Thursday,  (the  4th  of 
March,)  on  which  day,  he  said,  the 
chamber  of  peers  (of  which  he  is 
a  member)  would  probably  not  be 
in  session.  I  called  accordingly  on 
that  day,  when  he  observed  that  he 
had  been  preparing  a  paper  to  be 
sent  to  mc ;  but  it  was  not  yet  in  a. 


state  to  be  communicated.  Having 
brought  with  me  the  projet  of  a 
convention  I  had  drawn  up,  (the 
same  which  was  transmitted  to  you 
with  my  despatch  No.  16,)  and  be- 
lieving that  there  would  be  some 
advantage  in  furnishing  the  frame 
of  an  arrangement  to  which  any 
propositions  he  might  make  would 
probably  be  shaped,  I  told  him  that 
I  had  myself  drawn  up  a  sketch  of 
an  arrangement,  which  I  had  no 
objection  then  to  show  him,  though 
I  did  not  mean  to  communicate  it  as 
an  official  paper,  and  that  he  must 
not  consider  it  as  such.  He  rephed, 
he  certainly  should  not,  and  that  it 
was  not  communicated  in  the  mode 
of  presenting  official  papers. 

I  explained  to  him  the  considera- 
tions  which  led  to  the  particular 
form  of  the  second  article,  (stating 
the  special  circumstances  which  ap- 
plied to  the  several  classes  of  re- 
clamations therein  mentioned,)  and 
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added,  that  it  had  been  framed  with 
the  intention  of  meeting  the  views 
expressed  by  him  in  a  former  con- 
ference. 

He  then  read  over  the  projet,  and, 
after  having  done  so,  said  it  was 
exceptionable ;  that  it  took  no  no. 
tice  of  the  French  claims ;  that  the 
claims,  on  both  sides,  ought  to  be 
examined  at  the  same  time ;  and  no 
money  paid  till  the  liquidation  had 
been  completed,  and  the  claims  on 
the  one  side  deducted  from  those  on 
the  other. 

I  told  him  I  had  not  said  any  thing 
of  the  French  claims,  because,  not 
understanding  the  nature  of  them, 
I  had  thought  it  most  proper  to  leave 
them  to  be  presented  by  himself, 
and  added,  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  would  not  object 
to  an  arrangement  fairly  reciprocal, 
providing  for  all  claims  of  French 
subjects  against  the  United  States, 
which  should  be  founded  on  the 
same  principles  with  those  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  against  France. 

He  said  he  would  examine  my 
projet  more  deliberately  if  I  would 
leave  it  with  him,  and  in  a  few  days 
furnish  me  his,  presenting  such  ad- 
ditions or  alterations  in  mine  as  he 
might  think  necessary.  He  ex- 
pr^sed  no  other  objection  to  the  pro- 
jet  than  what  is  mentioned  above, 
and,  in  the  close  of  the  interview, 
said  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  we 
should  be  able  to  settle  the  whole 
subject  satisfactorily. 

On  the  day  after  the  prorogation 
of  the  chambers,  the  enclosed  note 
was  received  from  him.     His  re- 


ference to  the  Louisiana  questioti 
will,  of  course,  arrest  your  atten- 
tion. I  certainly  never  have  given 
him  the  smallest  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  pretension  of  the  French 
government  on  that  subject  ever 
could  be  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States.  On  the  contrary, 
in  the  only  instance  in  which  it  has 
ever  been  alluded  to  in  our  confer- 
ences,  I  stated  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  after  bestow- 
ing the  most  patient  attention  oa 
the  arguments  of  France,  found  it- 
self still  unconvinced.  Neverthe- 
less,  in  my  answer  to  his  note,  I 
thought  it  best  to  intimate  my  dis- 
sent as  delicately  as  possible*  re- 
serving  the  farther  disclosure  of  our 
views  for  a  personal  conference,  in 
which  the  positions  to  be  taken,  un- 
der  my  instructions,  might  be  better 
adapted  to  circumstances.  The  de- 
claration which  the  answer  con- 
tains,  of  the  dispositions  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  as 
to  the  reciprocal  adjustment  of 
the  claims  of  French  subjects,  is 
such  as  has  been  usually  made  by 
my  predecessors,  and  seemed  due, 
indeed,  to  the  loyal  character  of 
our  government,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  princi- 
ples on  which  we  are  demanding 
justice  for  our  own  citizens. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rivss. 
Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, 

Secretary  of  State^  Washing' 

ton. 
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[tramslation.] 


Paris,  March  19,  1830. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acksow- 
ledge  the  receipt  of  the  projet  of  a 
treaty  which  you  were  so  good  as 
to  deliver  me,  and  which  tends  to 
terminate  the  discussions  existing 
between  France  and  the  United 
States.  I  am  going  to  make  it  the 
object  of  the  most  serious  examina- 
tion. I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  the  clauses 
which  it  contains  ;  but,  to  judge  of 
it  by  the  disposition  you  have  ex- 
pressed to  me  verbally  on  the  part 
of  your  government,  to  do  justice 
.to  the  reclamations  of  France,  and 
particularly  to  that  which  she 
presents  in  virtue  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession 
of  Louisiana,  I  cannot  but  hope 
ibr  the  prompt  and  happy  solu- 
tion of  a  question  so  long  con- 
tested.    In  expressing  to   you  all 


my  gratification  at  this  state  of 
things,  I  take  pleasure,  sir,  in  ac 
knowledging  that  I  have  always 
found  in  your  conversations  and  in 
your  correspondence,  the  most  con- 
ciliating tone  and  manner.  This 
happy  circumstance  induced  me  to 
interpret,  in  the  most  fiivourable 
sense,  certain  passages  of  a  mes- 
sage addressed  to  the  American 
congress,  which,  at  first  sight,  might 
appear  to  have  been  dictated  by  an 
entirely  opposite  spirit,  and  which 
made  the  king's  government  appre- 
hend, for  an  instant,  that  his  dignity 
would  not  permit  him  to  pursue 
the  negotiation  to  which  they  al- 
luded. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  &c. 
&c.  <Sec. 

PaUf  CE  DE  POLIGNAC. 

Mr.  Rivss,  &;c.  &c.  dsc. 


Paris,  March  30, 1830. 
MONSIETTB  LS  PbINCB, 

I  have  received,  with  great 
pleasure,  the  note  which  your  ex- 
cellency did  me  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  me  yesterday. 

I  hail,  with  lively  satisfaction,  the 
prospect  it  announces  of  a  speedy 
and  happy  solution  of  a  question 
which,  however  it  may  have  de- 
ranged, for  a  time,  the  natural  re- 
lations of  the  two  governments,  is 
destined,  I  trust,  by  its  honourable 
termination,  to  make  the  bonds  of 
their  ancient  friendship  stronger 
than  ever.  I  felicitate  myself  that 
your  excellency  should  have  found 
in  my  manner  of  conducting  the 


communications  which  1  have  had . 
the  honour  of  holding  with  your  ex- 
cellency, a  subject  for  the  favour- 
able  expressions  you  are  pleased  to 
employ ;  a  felicitation  so  much  the 
more  allowable  for  me,  as  I  feel 
persuaded  that  no  other  manner 
would  have  faithfully  represented 
the  sentiments  and  dispositions  of 
™y  government. 

Your  excellency  is  not  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  will  not  object 
to  the  application  of  a  just  recipro. 
city  in  a  simultaneous  adjustment 
of  like  reclamations  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  or  subjects  of  both  coun- 
tries.   In  regard  to  the  reclamation 
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which  has  been  made  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession 
of  Louisiana,  as  that  stands  oq  a 
peculiar  footing,  and  has  not  yet 
been  the  subject  of  any  particular 
eclaircisaement,  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  a  verbal 
conference  with  your  excellency,  as 
best  fitted  for  the  detailed  ezplana- 
tions  it  may  require.  For  that  pur. 


pose,  I  pray  your  excellency  to 
indicate  an  hour  when  it  will  be 
convenient  to  afibrd  me  an  inter, 
view. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  your 
excellency  to  accept  the  renewed 
and  cordial  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  conaderation. 

W.  C.  RivBs. 
H.  £•  the  Primcb  ns  Pouh ac,  ^. 


[tbakslation.] 


SiH, 


Pans,  March  S3, 1830. 


I  have  received  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to 
me  the  20th  of  this  month,  and  in 
which,  while  you  express  to  me  the 
wish  to  see  the  differences  which 
yet  exist  between  our  two  govern, 
ments  terminated  by  a  speedy  and 
happy  reooncileation,  you  manifest 
to  me  the  desire  to  confer  with  me, 
verbally,  on  that  one  of  our  recla- 
mations which  relates  to  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
Louisiana;  but  it  seems  to  me  that, 
in  the  actual  state  of  the  negoti  ation, 
that  conference  would  necessarily 
be^without  result.  In  effect,  the 
meaning  of  the  article  in  question 
no  longer  remains  to  be  determined : 
we  have  agreed,  with  regard  to  it, 
that  that  article  ought  to  be  under- 
stood as  France  has  always  under- 
stood it ;  and  this  accord,  as  I  have 


already  had  the  honour  to  tell  you, 
was  even  the  indispensable  prelimi- 
nary to  the  negotiation  which  has 
been  opened  upon  the  whole  of  the 
affairs  of  which  we  have  to  treat. 
The  question,  therefore,  so  far  as 
Louisiana  is  concerned,  now  only  is 
to  determine  the  manner  and 
amount  of  the  indemnity  which 
France  is  entitled  to  claim  for  hav- 
ing been,  during  fifteen  yeari^  de- 
prived  of  the  advantages  guarantied 
to  her  navigation  by  a  formal  treaty. 
With  this  question  I  am  now  dili- 
gently occupied,  and  as  soon  as  I 
shall  have  collected  sufficient  data 
to  establish  my  opinion  positively, 
you  may  be  assured  that  I  will 
hasten  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  consideration,  sir,  &c.  &c. 
Prince  ns  Polignac. 
Mr.  RivBS,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Paris,  Maroh  36, 1630. 

The  undersigned  had  the  honour 
to  receive,  yesterday,  his  excellency 
the  Prince  of  Polignac's  note  under 
the  date  of  the  23d  instant,  and 
would  not  fail  to  confirm  what  seems 
to  be  his  excellency's  impression  of 


the  state  of  the  negotiations  now 
pending  between  them,  in  their  sap- 
posed  bearing  on  the  question  which 
has  been  raised  under  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  if 
such  had  been  his  understanding  of 
their  import  and  effect. 
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The  government  of  the  United 
States,  however,  has,  upon  a  tho- 
rough  conviction  of  its  incorrectness, 
constantly  denied,  and  can  never 
admit,  unless  its  opinions  should 
undergo  a  radical  and  unexpected 
change,  the  constructipn  of  that 
article  heretofore  asserted  by  the 
government  of  France,  and  it  has 
certainly  been  very  far  from  the  in- 
tention of  the  undersigned  to  author- 
ize a  contrary  inference ;  nor  is  he 
able  to  recall  any  thing,  in  his  com- 
munications with  his  excellency, 
sufficient  to  support  such  an  infer- 
ence. The  undersigned  repeats 
that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  willing  to  settle  all  just 
claims  of  French  subjects  against  it 
on  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity 


with  those  of  its  own  citilsens 
upon  the  government  of  France; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  disputed 
construction  of  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  it  has  given  the 
strongest  proof  of  its  just  and  equita- 
ble dispositions  in  the  basis  proposed 
by  it,  two  years  ago,  for  the  amica- 
ble settlement  of  that  question,  and 
in  regard  to  which  it  has  not  yet 
received  the  answer  of  his  majesty's 
government. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this 
occasion  to  renew  to  his  excellency 
the  Prince  de  Polignac,  the  assuran- 
ces of  his  distinguished  considera- 
tion. 

Wm.  C.  Rives, 
His  excellency  the  Psikcx  db  Po- 

LIGNAO,  &c.,  ^c,  6cc 


Paris,  March  d7,  1830. 
MONSIEUE  LB  PbIKCB, 

I  had  the  honour,  yesterday,  to 
address  a  note  to  your  excellency, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
statement  in  answer  to  your  excel- 
lency's note  under  the  date  of  the 
2dd  instant,  which  the  good  &ith 
and  loyalty  of  our  discussions  re- 
quired should  be  made  without 
delay. 

I  beg  leave  now  to  state,  more  in 
detail,  the  part  which  has  been  acted 
by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  question 
which  formed  the  subject  of  your 
excellency's  note.  The  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  Louisiana  treaty  had  re- 
ceived its  execution,  according  to 
the  construction  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  in- 
variably  put  upon  it,  more  than  two 
years  before  any  objection  was  sug- 
gested, on  the  part  of  his  majesty's 
government,  to  that  construction. 


When,  for  the  first  time,  that  objec- 
tion was  presented  to  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1817,  it  received 
the  most  deliberate  and  respectilil 
consideration,  the  result  of  which 
was  a  clear  conviction,  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  article  in  question 
had  been  executed  according  to  its 
true  intent  and  meaning.  An  an- 
swer to  that  effect  was  "promptly 
returned  to  the  representative  of  liia 
majesty's  government,  containing  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  on 
which  that  conviction  was  founded. 
After  the  lapse  of  six  months,  the 
objection  was  renewed  on  the  part 
of  his  majesty's  government ;  and, 
from  that  period  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1821,  the  question 
has  been  the  subject  of  repeated 
and  the  most  minute  and  elaborate 
discussion  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  two  governments  at 
Washington. 
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In  the  progress  of  these  discus,  required  hy  his  majesty's  govern^ 

■ions,  which  seem  to  have  exhaust-  ment. 

edy  hy  their   variety   and  extent,        The  energy  of  the  language  used 

every  possible  view  of  the  subject,  by  your  excellency  leads  me  to  be- 

the  government  of  the  United  States  lieve  that  there  must  be  some  misccxi- 

has  never  failed  to  give  the  most  ception  as  to  the  actual  treatment  of 

earnest  and  anxious  attention  to  all  French  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Loui- 

the  arguments  presented,  on  behalf  siana.     An  idea  seems  to  be  enter- 

of  his  majesty's  government,  in  sup-  tained,  that  the  United  States  grant 

port  of  its  interpretation.     But  not  to  the  vessels  of  other   nations,  in 

finding  those  arguments,  after  the  the    ports    of  Louisiana,    favours 

most  careful  and  dispassionate  con-  which  are  denied  to  French  vessels, 

siderationof  them,  sufficient  to  over-  I  beg  leave  tn  state  to  your  excel, 

rule  what  seemed  to  it  to  be  the  ob-  {ency,  that,  according  to  the  com- 

yious  import  of  the  terms  of  the  com-  mercial  system  of  the  United  States, 

pact,  it  was  compelled  to  adhere  to  its  no  nation  enjoys  any  favours,  pro- 

original  conviction ;  and,[injustifica-  perly  so    called,  in    their    ports, 

tion  of  that  adherence,  has  given  Every  privilege  or  advantage  eo- 

fiill,  precise,  and  distinct  answers  joyed  by  foreign  vessels  in  our  ports 

on  every  point  presented  by  the  dis-  is  the  reciprocation  of  corresponding 

cussion.     An  opinion  bottomed  on  privileges  or  advantages  granted  to 

the  plain  language  of  the  treaty,  our  vessels  in  their  ports.     The 

and  the  established  acceptation  of  footing  of  the  most  favoured  nation, 

that  language,  it  has  found  sustained  therefore,  in  the  United  States,  is 

as  to  the  actual  intention  of  the  ne-  that  of  reciprocity — the  treatment 

gotiators,  not  only  by  the  evidence  of  its  vessels  in  the  same  manner  in 

furnished  by  its  own  archives  in  the  which  it  treats  ours, 
communications  of  its  plenipoten-        France  has  always  enjoyed,   not 

tiaries,  but  by  every  conclusion  to  only  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  but 

be  drawn  from  the  recently  publish-  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 

ed  narrative  of  the  French  nego-  this  footing  of  the  most  fiivouied 

tiator  himself.  nation.     No  duty  or  burden  of  any 

An  opinion  thus  formed  after  a  sort  is  imposed  on  her  vessels  which 
careful  and  respectful  hearing  of  all  she  has  not  first  imposed  on  ours ; 
the  adverse  arguments,  tested  by  and  in  proportion  as  she  has  con- 
repeated  discussions,  fortified  by  the  sented  to  relieve  our  commerce  from 
most  respectable  authority,  rev ie  wed  burdens  in  her  ports, we  have  prompt- 
and  adopted  by  succeeding  admi-  ly  extended  the  like  exemptions  to 
nistrations,  it  could  hardly  be  sup-  her  commerce  in  ours, 
posed  would  be  now  lightly  aban-  Since  the  1st  of  October,  1827, 
doned  by  the  government  of  the  from  which  period,  under  the  opera- 
United  States,  and  still  less  that  its  tion  of  the  commercial  convention 
abandonment,  and  that  too  without  of  1822,  the  discriminating  duties 
discussion,  would  be  required  as  a  on  both  sides  have  in  great  part 
preliminary  to  opening  a  negotiation  ceased,  French  vessels  are  admitted 
for  the  redress  of  undisputed  wrongs,  into  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
long  prior  in  their  origin,  and  whol-  other  ports  of  the  union,  on  the  same 
ly  distinct  in  the  principles  and  con-  terms  (with  the  exception  of  a  tri- 
siderations  applying  to  them.  Cer-  fling  remnant  of  the  ancient  discrt- 
tamly,  I  have  not  supposed  that  such  minating  duties)  as  the  vessels  of 
a  condition  has  been  or  would  be  the  United  States  themselves ;  and 
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His  soon  as  l^rantse  will  consent  to 
abolish  that  renmant  of  discrimma- 
txGDf  her  vessels  will  be  received,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  and  in  every  re- 
spect, cm  the  same  terms  as  national 
vessels. 

Several  nations  have  already  se- 
cured this  benefit,  by  stipulating  to 
receive  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  in  their  ports  on  the  same 
terms  with  their  own  vessels.  But 
this  stipulation  on  their  part  has  been 
the  indispensable  condition  of  the 
benefit.  To  extend  the  benefit  to 
France,  without  her  compliance 
with  the  condition,  would  be  to  place 
her,  not  oti  that  fboting  of  equal  fa- 
vour  with  other  nations,  (which  is 
all  that  th«  treaty  of  Louisiana  se- 
cures to  her  after  her  twelve  years 
of  special  and  exclusive  privileges,) 
but  on  a  fbotmg  of  greater  favour 
than  all  other  nations.     The  pro- 


mise of  equal  favour,  where  the  ad- 
vantage claimed  is  granted  to  others 
only  on  certain  conditions,  can  infer 
no  other  obligation  than  to  grant  the 
same  advantage  on  a  compliance 
with  the  same  conditions. 

Thus  clear  and  simple  has  been 
the  interpretation  of  this  treaty  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  has  been  the  course  of  its 
procedure  in  relation  to  it,  guided 
constantly  by  an  anxious  desire  to 
fulfil  all  its  obligations  with  that 
scrupulous  good  faith  which  it  be- 
lieves  to  be  the  essential  bond  of 
friendly  intercourse  among  nations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
sentiments  of  distinguished  consi- 
deration,  your  excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 

H.  E.  Princjj  de  PoLiGrrAc,  ^c. 


No.  23. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mn  Van  Buren. 


I^arii,  April  6,  1830. 


On  the  30th  ultimo,  I  addressed 
a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  af- . 
&irs,  simply  requesting  an  interview ; 
in  answer  to  which  he  gave  me  an 
appointment  lor  the  5th  instant. 
Yesterday,  accordingly,  I  waited  on 
him  at  the  office  of  foreign  afiairs. 
He  received  me  in  his  accustomed 
manner ;  and,  to  my  great  surprise, 
made  no  allusion  to  the  misappre- 
hension which  had  given  rise  tp  our 
recent  correspondence.  When,  in 
the  course  of  conversation,  it  was 
incidentally  alluded  to  by  myself, 
he  did  not  at  all  dwell  upon  it,  and 
seemed  to  be  entirely  satisfied  in  re- 
gard to  my  conduct  on  the  occasion. 
He  turned  very  promptly  to  the 
general  subject  of  the  claims  :  said, 
Ff 


that  finding  the  details  connected 
with  them  too  extensive  to  be  tho- 
roughly  examined  by  himself^  he  had 
appointed  a  committee  of  three  to 
examine  them,  and  to  report  to  him ; 
and  when  that  report  should  be 
made,  he  would  be  prepared  to  sub- 
mit  to  moy  definitively,  his  proposi- 
tion. 

In  the  course  of  the  interview, 
the  construction  of  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty  became  the 
subject  of  some  conversation  be- 
tween us.  He  maintained,  with  a 
good  deal  of  earnestness  and  appa- 
rent conviction,  the  justness  of  the  ib. 
terpretation  contended  for  by  the 
government  of  France.  He  said, 
however  plausible  our  construction 
might  be,  if  it  concerned  the  stipu- 
lations of  an  ordinary  commercial 
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treaty,  the  question  was  altogether  subject,  that  equiyalents  of  anj 
difiereot  in  relation  to  a  political  other  character  ever  would  be  re- 
treaty,  (as  he  denominated  the  trca-  quired  on  the  one  hand,  or  fl(tipura«r 
ty  of  Louisiana,)  and  when  consi-  ted  on  the  other.  But  if  a  case 
dered  in  connexion  with  the  pur-  ever  should  occur  in  which,  from 
chase  of  territory  which  was  the  the  inability  of  France  to  render  the 
subject  of  that  treaty.  He  also  identical  equivalent  given  by  other 
insisted  that,  according  to  our  con-  nations,  a  specific  and  literal  eze- 
struction,  the  artic'e  in  question  cution  of  the  treaty  should  become 
would  be  nugatory  and  insignificant,  impracticable,  recurrence  should 
as  other  nations  might  obtain  com-  be  had,  as  in  all  such  cases,  to  the 
mercial  advantages  in  our  ports  by  good  faith  of  the  parties  to  execute 
stipulations  of  such  a  character  on  it,  according  to  its  general  scope 
their  part,  that  it  would  be  physicial-  and  spirit,  by  agreeing  upon  some 
ly  impossible  for  France  to  render  other  equivalent  as  a  substitute  ;• 
&e  same  equivalent.  and  that  while  it  might  be  illiberal 

To  these  observations  1  replied,    on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in 
by  stating  that  the  terms  of  the  ar-    such  a  case,  to  insist  inflexibly  on 
tide  had  an  inherent  and  an  estab-    the  precise  equivalent   given    by 
lished  meaning,  which  did  not  ad-    other  nations,  and  which  i(  was  not 
mit  of  variation.   What  that  mean-    in  the  power  of  France  to  render,, 
ing  was,  I  deduced  from  the  prac-    it  would  be  a  pretension  certainly 
tical  consequences  df  a  contrary  in-    not  less  unwarrantable  on  the  part 
terpretation,    as   well  as  from  the    of  France  to  demand,  without  the 
sense  in   which   the   same   words    rendition  of  any  equivalent  what- 
were  obviously  employed  in  other    ever,  privileges  which  were  grant- 
treaties  :  that,  if  these  words  were    ed  to  other  nations  only  for  valu- 
susceptible  of  different  constructions,    able  consideration, 
acconling  to  the  nature  of  the  in-        This  discussion  did  not  seem  to 
atrument  in  which  they  were  used,    produce  any  change  in  the  force  of 
as  the  dispositions  of  the  Louisiana    the  Prince's  convictions.  But  while 
treaty  were  partly  commercial  and    he  adhered,  with  earnestness,  to  the 
partly   political,  and  as  the  words    interpretation  contended  for  by  the 
m  question  were  used  in  one  of  its    government  of  France,  he  did  not 
dispositions  which  was  commercial,    at  all  insist  upon  it,  (as  his  note  of 
they  ought  to  be  understood  in  their    the  2dd  ultinK)  had  led  me  to  ap- 
commercial  sense.      In  regard  to    prehend  he  might  do,)  as  the  oondi- 
the  impossibility  he  had  suggested    tion  of  a  farther  prosecution  of  our 
of  an  execution  of  the  treaty   ac-    negotiations.     On  the  contrary,  he 
cording  to  our  construction,  in  cer-    spoke  of  out  claims,  as  I  have  al- 
tatn   remote  contingencies,    I    re-    ready    mentioned,   as  being  in  a 
marked,  that  extreme  cases  might    course  of  examination  preparatory 
be  imagined  under  the  plainest  ques.    to  the  presentation  of  a  proposition 
tions,  which  would  present  difficul-    on  his  part;  and,  in  the  close  of  the 
ties :  that  no  difiicuhles,  however,    interview,  repeated,  what  he  had 
existed  in  the  actual  cose.     The    said  on  several  other  occasions,  that 
equivalent  given  by  other  nations    he  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  should 
for  their  commercial  privileges  in    be  able  to  settle  the  whole  subject 
our  ports,  it  was  clearly  in  the    satisfactorily. 
power  of  France  to  render.     It  was        In  the  course  of  the  conversation 
not  likely,  from  the  sature  of  the    he  spoke  of  the  proposition  to  sub- 
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Tnit  the  question  to  arbitration.  He 
said  the  government  of  France  ne- 
ver would  consent  to  refer  the  ques- 
tion to  the  decision  of  a  foreign 
power.  That,  in  all  her  arrange- 
ments of  this  sort,  the  agency  of 
a  mixed  commission  had  been  pre- 
ferred ;  and  intimated,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  a  desire  that  this  question, 
together  with  all  others  which  could 
not  be  definitively  settled  between 
the  parties  themselves,  should  be 
referred  to  such  a  tribunal. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  foresee, 
amid  the  intricacies  and  surprises 
of  diplomacy,  what  shape  the  pro- 
positions of  the  minister  may  take. 
Much  confidence  is  undoubtedly 
felt,  not  only  by  the  government, 
but,  to  my  surprise,  by  many  of  the 
enlightened  people  of  France,  in  the 
justice  of  the  Louisiana  pretension  ; 
and  you  will  perceive  from  Prince 
Polignac's  note,  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
that  this  pretension  reaches  far  be- 
yond a  simple  restitution  of  the  dis- 
criminating duties  which  have  been 
levied  on  their  vessels  in  the  ports 
of  Louisiana.  It  demands  "indem- 
nities for  the  advantages  of  which 
their  navigation  has  been  depriv- 
cd."  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  this  pretension  will 
be  gratuitously  abandoned. 

I  have  thought,  however,  that  its 
abandonment  might  be  procured, 
on  good  terms  for  the  United  States, 


by  the  substitution  of  some  other 
commercial  easement,  as,  for  in- 
stance, a  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
French  wines,  which,  while  it  would 
be  of  far  more  real  advantage  to 
France,  would  not  be  in  the  slightest 
degree  onerous  to  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  I  perceive  that  a  proposition 
has  been  already  made  in  the  se- 
nate for  the  unconditional  repeal  of 
all  duties  on  wines,  silks,  and  some 
other  productions  of  France.  I  doubt 
whether  this  proposition  is  as  con- 
formable to  the  canons  of  diploma- 
cy as  to  the  maxims  of  political 
economy.  Until  our  present  dif- 
ferences  with  France  are  termina* 
ted,  and  the  commercial  relations  of 
the  two  countries,  also,  be  put  upon 
a  satisfactory  footing,  I  think  the 
true  policy  of  the  United  States  is 
not  to  give  away  what  fairly  enti- 
ties  us  to  an  equivalent^  and  what 
may  be  the  only  means  in  the  hands 
of  the  government  of  peaceably  ob- 
taining justice  to  our  citizens,  and 
reciprocity  to  our  commerce.  The 
mere  proposition  of  such  liberal 
measures  tends  greatly  to  weaken 
this  important  resource  of  negotia- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
Hon.  Marttn  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State, 


No.  27. 


Sir, 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 


Paris,  May  18, 1830. 


In  my  last  despatch,  I  mention, 
ed  that  I  had,  by  a  note  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  solicited  another  inter- 
view with  the  minister  of  foreign 
afikirs.     On  the  10th  instant  I  re- 


ceived  from  Baron  Deffandis,  the 
director  of  that  division  of  the  fb. 
reign  department  in  which  the  Uni. 
ted  Stales  are  comprehended,  a  note 
written  by  the  direction  of  the  mi- 
nister, of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed. 
On  the  following  day  I  accordingly 
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called  at  the  office  of  foreign  afiain  appealing  only  to  the  friendly  and 

for  the  purpose  of  conversing  with  equitable  diflpositions  of  his  majes- 

Baron  DefTandis.  ty's  goyemment ;  that  his  majesty's ' 

I  stated  to  him  that  I  htul  request-  government,  therefore,  was  justified 
ed  an  interview  with  the  minister,  in  in  saying  to  the  United  States^ 
the  hope  that  he  would  be  enabled  we  cannot  give  you  this  proof  of 
to  communicate  to  me  something  our  friendly  settlements,  unless  you 
definitive  on  the  subject  of  our  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  us  a 
claims,  in  regard  to  which  the  mo-  proof  of  a  corresponding  liberality 
tives  and  necessity  for  coming  to  on  your  part,  by  the  equitable  set- 
some  determination  were  daily  be-  tleraent  of  a  question  in  which, 
coming  more  and  more  urgent.  He  though  you  do  not  admit  the  validity 
said  that  the  multiplied  occupations  of  our  demand,  it  seems  to  us  to  be 
of  the  minister  recently,  particular-  as  well  founded  as  yours. 
1y  those  which  had  been  imposed  I  need  not  detain  you  by  saying 
upon  him  by  the  pending  expedi-  in  what  manner  I  answered  a  course 
tlon  against  Algiers,  had  heretofore  of  reasoning,  founded  on  the  obvious 
prevented  him  from  giving  me  an  error  of  transforming  claims  which 
answer ;  but  that,  in  the  course  of  are  ex  debito  justitia  in  the  strictest 
that  week,  he  would  send  me  an  sense,  into  an  applicationex  gratia* 
answer  to  my  last  communication,  addressed  to  the  mere  favour  of  his 

Understanding  him  lo  refer  to  the  majesty's  government.  I  remarked 
note  I  had  written  in  relation  to  the  to  Monsieur  Deffandis  that  I  should 
French  claim  under  the  eighth  arti-  regret  very  much  if  such  a  positioB 
cle  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  ap-  should  be  taken,  and  that  it  could 
prehending  that  a  renewed  discus-  not  be  viewed  otherwise  than  very 
sion  on  that  question  might  throw  unfavourably  by  my  government.  . 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  negotia-  I  have  waited  till  now  in  the  hope 
tion  already  commenced,  I  made  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  send  you 
several  remarks  tending  to  show  the  tlie  answer  of  the  minister,  what- 
unreasonableness  and  injustice  of  ever  it  might  be;  but,  although 
uniting  that  question,  especially  in  more  than  a  week  has  elapsed'aance 
the  way  which  had  been  intimated,  my  conversation  with  Baron  Defilan- 
with  the  subject  of  our  claims.  He  dis,  no  communication  has  been  yet 
replied,  that  he  thought  there  was  a  received  from  the  department  of 
very  fair  and  proper  connexion  be-  foreign  affairs, 
tween  them ;  that,  although  the  two  I  yesterday  met  with  the  minis- 
subjects  differed  in  their  particular  ter  at  a  reception  of  the  diplomatio 
attributes,  they  were  both  of  the  corps  by  the  king  and  queen  of  Na- 
same  general  character.  His  ma-  pies,  and  snatched  a  moment  of  hur- 
jesty's  government,  he  said,  was  ried  conversation  with  him,  in  which 
not  in  strictness  (ci  la  requeur)  re-  I  endeavoured  to  impress  on  him 
sponsible  for  the  acts  of  the  Impe-  the  expediency  of  turning  his  atten- 
rlal  government ;  that  the  recogni-  tion,  at  once,  to  maturing  the  de- 
tion  of  a  limited  responsibility  in  the  tails  of  some  practical  arrangement, 
conventions  of  1814  and  1815,  with  instead  of  renewing  a  profitless,  and, 
the  European  powers,  was  extorted  possibly,  a  mischievous  discussion, 
by  the  presence  of  an  armed  force ;  He  seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to 
that  the  United  States,  in  present-  maintain  their  ground  on  the  Louis- 
ing  the  more  extensive  claims  of  iana  question  in  the  correspondence, 
their  citizens,  must  be  considered  as  whatever  might  be  the  disposition 
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ultimately  made  of  it ;  but  promised 
to  consider  my  suggestion. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mi- 
nister,  for  some  time  past,  has  been 
so  much  occupied  with  a  variety  of 
other  afiairsy  being  charged,  ad  in- 
terim,  with  the  portfolio  of  the  war 
department,  in  addition  to  his  own 
proper  duties,  sufficiently  complica- 
ted and  burdensome,  as  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs  and  president 
of  the  council,  that  he  seems  recent- 
ly to  have  bestowed  but  little  of  his 
personal  attention  on  the  subject  of 
our  claims.  I  hope  that,  when  his 
committee  shall  have  made  their  re- 
port, he  may  be  induced  to  give  his 
attention  to  the  subject  with  a  view 
to  some  practical  result. 

Though  I  have  not  had,  and 
could  not  properly  have,  any  direct 
communications  with  this  committee, 
I  have  sought  to  obtain  all  the  in- 
formation I  could  as  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  supply,  on  my  part, 
through  unofficial  channels,  that 
which  I  supposed  to  be  necessary 
to  conduct  them  to  a  right  conclu- 
sion. Their  investigation  being 
essentially  an  ex  parte  one,  I  felt 
that  we  were  placed  under  a  dis- 
advantage  by  it,  which  it  was  desi- 
rable to  counteract  as  far  as  prac 
ticable.  The  means  of  doing  this 
was  happily  afforded  me  by  the  in- 
termediary of  Mr.  Mechin,  a  French 
advocate  of  great  intelligence  and 
probity,  who,  by  his  marriage  with 
an  American  lady,  having  a  personal 
interest  in  the  claims,  and  represent- 
ing, professionally,  the  interests  of 
some  other  claimants,  and  being 
already  in  relations  with  the  same 
commission  concerning  other  foreign 
claims  referred  to  them,  could  pro- 
perly communicate  with  them  in 


those  characters,  without  appearing 
to  come  from  me.  His  communi- 
cations have  been  with  the  Marquis 
Dubouzet,  heretofore  the  secretary 
of  the  commission  in  their  investiga- 
tion of  other  foreign  claims,  but  now 
associated  with  them  as  a  co-com- 
missioner  on  the  subject  of  the  Ame- 
rican claims,  and  charged  by  his 
colleagues  with  the  preparation  of 
their  report  to  the  minister.  I  en- 
close the  copy  of  a  note  received  from 
Mr.  Mechin,  some  days  ago^  giving 
a  brief  statement  of  a  conversation 
with  the  Marquis  Dubouzet,  the  in- 
dications of  which  are  quite  favour- 
able. The  report  will  probably  not 
be  made  as  soon  as  Mr.  Mechin  an- 
ticipated, though  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  postponed  much  longer,  as  I  see 
no  prospect  of  an  effectual  advance 
in  the  negotiation  till  it  is  laid  before 
the  minister. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  ga- 
zettes accompanying  this  despatch, 
that  the  chamber  of  deputies  has 
been  at  length  dissolved,  and  both 
chambers  convoked  for  the  third  of 
August.  The  contest  in  the  new 
elections,  which  are  to  take  place 
in  the  latter  part  of  next  month  and 
the  first  of  July,  will  be,  no  doubt, 
a  very  animated  one,  as  it  must  be 
roost  important  in  its  results.  The 
recent  reports  of  the  prefects  of  the 
departments  are  said  to  be  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  success  of  ministers, 
though  the  opposition  seem  not  yet 
to  have  lost  any  portion  of  their  con 
fidence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  RiVBs. 

Hon.  Mastin  Van  Bursn, 
Secretary  of  SkUe,  Wash^igton, 
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No.  28. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  May  20, 1830. 


You  will  perceive,  from  my  recent 
despatches,  that  the  claim  asserted 
by  France  under  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has,  for 
some  time  past,  been  impending,  with 
a  very  dubious  aspect,  over  the 
course  of  the  negotiations  here.  I 
have  had  no  discussion  with  the  mi- 
nister  upon  the  merits  of  it  since 
that  which  is  detailed  in  despatch 
No.  23 ;  but  it  has  been,  several 
times,  alluded  to  by  him  in  such  a 
way  (though  in  a  very  few  words, 
and  those  very  vague)  as  to  make 
me  apprehend  that  it  might  yet  be 
made  use  of  to  interrupt  the  nego- 
tiations which  had  been  commenced. 
The  conversation  I  had  with  Baron 
Deffandis,  on  the  11th  instant,  fur- 
nished new  ground  fbr  that  appre- 
hension,  by  announcing  the  intention 
of  the  minister  to  address  me  ano- 
ther note  on  the  subject.  Fearing 
that,  in  the  temper  which  had  been 
manifested  on  this  point,  positions 
might  be  taken  which  would  great- 
ly lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  chances 
of  an  accommodation,  and  being 
thoroughly  convinced  that  un  ac- 
commodation of  some  sort  or  other, 
in  relation  to  it,  it  would  be  inflexi- 
bly insisted  on,  I  determined,  after 
the  most  deliberate  and  anxious  re- 
flection, to  try  the  effect  of  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  my  despatch 
No.  23. 

This  I  did,  in  very  guarded  terms, 
in  the  brief  interview  I  had  with  the 
minister  on  the  occasion  mentioned 
in  my  despatch  of  the  18th  instant. 
In  expostulating  with  him  on  the 
inexpediency  of  a  renewed  discus- 
sion on  a  question  concerning  which 
the  two  government  could  not  agree, 
and  the  injustice  of  blending  it  with 
another  subject  wholly  foreign  in 
its  character  and  principles,  I  re- 


marked to  him,  incidentallj,  that 
though  the  government  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  (believing  the  claim  of 
France,  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  wholly  desti^ 
tute  of  foundation,)  could  not  feel 
any  obligation  to  offer  an  equivalent 
for  its  abandonment ;  yet,  in  a  spirit 
of  friendly  liberality,  it  might  be 
induced,  by  a  prompt  and  satis&c- 
torysettlement  of  existing  differences, 
to  grant,  in  lieu  of  it,  some  other 
commercial  advantage,  as,  fbr  ex- 
ample, a  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
French  wines.  The  suggestion 
seemed,  at  once,  to  gain  his  favour- 
able  attention,  though  he  intimated 
that  the  ground  already  taken  on 
the  merits  of  the  question  must  be 
maintained,  whatever  might  be  the 
basis  on  which  it  should  be  ultimate- 
ly arranged. 

He  asked  me  to  call  at  the  foreign  ofl* 
fice,  and  leave  with  Baron  Deffindis* 
a  memorandum  of  what  I  had  sugges. 
ted,  that  he  might  more  maturely  re- 
flect on  it.  In  consequence  of  this 
request,  I  drew  up  an  informal  paper, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed ;  and,  be. 
ing  disappointed  in  not  finding  Mr. 
Deffandis  at  the  foreign  office,  I  have, 
this  day,  communicated  it  in  a  private 
note  to  the  minister,  of  which  a  copy  is 
also  enclosed.  You  will  perceive  that, 
in  the  form  of  these  communications, 
I  have  taken  every  precaution  requir- 
ed by  the  usages  of  diplomacy,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  considered  as 
authorized  and  binding  official  acts. 
I  have  not,  however,  ventured 
upon  this  step  without  a  full  sense 
of  my  personal  responsibility  in  ta- 
king it  without  the  sanction  of  in- 
structions. The  expediency  of  the 
measure,  however,  appears  to  me 
so  obvious,  and  its  necessity  so  ur- 
gent, that  I  flatter  myself  I  have 
incurred  but  littl«  hazard  of  the 
president's  disapprobation  in  adopt- 
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ing  it.     The  negotiation  had  been  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  practical 
at  a  stand  for  more  than  two  months,  and  favourable  conclusion. 
All  my  efforts  to  put  it  again  in  mo-  The   proposition    suggested    by 
tion  had,  as  yet,  been  without  effect,  me,  instead  of  being  any   sacrifice 
An  intention  had  been  announced  of  on  our  part,  would  be  the  acquisi- 
renewing  the  discussion  on  the  Loui-  tion  of  an  absolute  advantage  to  the 
siana  question ;  which,  in  the  actual  United  States.     You  will  perceive 
state   of  feeling  on   that   subject,  that  it  has  in    view  the  duty  impo- 
could  not  but  throw  new  obstacles  sed  on  cheap   French   wines  only, 
in  the  way.     I  was  thoroughly  con-  ^  those  imported  in  casks,"  as  de- 
vinced  that,  although  they   might  scribed  in  the  act  of  congress.  As 
possibly  keep  up  the  forms  of  a  ne-  low  as  the  duty  of  ten  cents  the 
gotiation  without  insisting  on  a  pre-  gallon  on  those  wines  seems  to  be, 
vious  recognition,  on  our  part,  of  it  is  yet  disproportionately   high, 
the   Louisiana  claim,   they  never  compared  with  the  duties  on  other 
would  consent  to  pay  our  reclama-  wines — Madeira,  for  example.  Sup- 
tions,  unless  some  accommodation  posing  the  average  price  of  Madeira 
should  be  made,  at  the  same  time,  wines,  in  the  United  States,   to   be 
with  regard  to  their  claim  under  the  four  dollars  a  gallon,  a  specific  du- 
treaty  of  Louisiana.     Time  press-  ty  of  fifly  cents  the  gallon,  (which 
ed ;  the  chambers  had   been  dis-  is  the  present  rate  of  duty  on  those 
solved,  new  elections  were  to  take  wines,)   is  equivalent  to  an  ad  va- 
place  the  last  of  June  and  the  first  lorum  of  twelve  and  a  half  percent* 
of  July,  and  the  chambers  were  con-  only.  The  average  price,  in  France^ 
Toked  for  the  first  of  August.  of  such  wines  as  are  exported  in 
The  continuance  of  the  present  casks,  is  about  fifteen  cents  the  gal- 
minister  in  office,  in  the  event  of  an  Ion.    The  cost  in  the  United  States 
unfavourable  issue  of  this  appeal  to  would,   probably,  be  double,   or  it 
the  nation,  might   be   very   short,  might  be  as  much  as   forty   cents 
Delay,  therefore,  was  almost  as  bad  the  gallon.     Supposing  the  latter  to 
as  a   rejection  of  our  claims.     It  be  the  price  there,   a  specific  duty 
may  well  be  supposed  that,  afler  the  of  ten  cents  the  gallon  is  equivedent 
heavy  responsibility  assumed    by  to  an   ad  valorem  of  twenty-five 
ministers  in  the  enormous  expenses  per  cent.     A  reduction  of  the  duty 
of  the  Algerine  expedition,  without  on  this  description  of  wines,  there- 
a  previous  grant  of  supplies  by  the  fi>re,  seems  to  be  but  fair  and  rea- 
chambers,  they  would  feel  great  re-  sonable  towards  France  ;  while,  by 
luctance  to  add  to  this  responsibility,  introducing  more  freely  among  us 
by  imposing  a   new   debt  (arising  a  pleasant  and  unintoxicating  drink> 
from  the  acknowledgment   of  our  within  the  reach  of  the  pecuniary 
claims)  on  the  nation.     In  the  plan  means  of  almost  every  class  of  so- 
suggested  by  me,  while  it  was  safe,  ciety,  it  would  have  a  most  benefi- 
and  even  advantageous  for   us,  I  cial   effect  on  the  public  morals ; 
hoped  the  prime  minister  would  see  and  the  increased  consumption,  ari- 
so  much  advantage  for  France,  and  sing  from  the  more  general  use  of 
for  himself,  politcially,  in  the  present  them,   under  a  system  of  low-  du- 
crisis,  that  he  would  be  quickened  tics,  would,  I  doubt  not,   produce  a 
into  a  more  willing  and  prompt  at-  material  increase  of  revenue, 
tention  to  the  subject,  and  might  be  This  would  be  the  state  of  the 
inducedt   without  farther  delay,  to  matter,  if  the  proposed  reduction  of 
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the  duty  on  French  wines  in  the  valenti,andthestipulation,ofcoar«f 
United  Sutes   stood  alone.      But  to  be  limited,  in  point  of  time,  to  a 
you  will  pereeive  that  I  have  con-  term  of  some  ten  or  twelve  years, 
nected  with  it  a  simultaneous  re-  I  penuade  myself  that  it  cannot  &il 
duction  of  the  duties  on  American  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  pre- 
cottons  m  France.     In  looking  over,  sident,  whose  previous  sanction  the 
whilettt  Washington,  the  files  of  Mr.  critical  and  urgent  circumstances  of 
Gallatin's    correspondence,    I   ob.  the  moment  rendered  it  inipoosible 
served  in  a  report  of  one  of  the  to  await,  without  losing  ao  oppor- 
consuls  to  him,    (Mr.   Strobel,  I  tunity  which   might  not,   perhaps, 
think,)  astatementithat  the  cottons  of  very  soon  occur  again. 
Amenca  were  subjected  to  a  higher  What  effect  the  suggestions  made 
rate  of  duty  than  those  of  some  will  have  upon  the  lAinister,  remains 
other  countries.     On  my  arrival  to  be  seen,  though  I  capi^  but 
here,  my  attention  was  early  direct-  hope,  from  the  manner  in  which 
ed  to  this  subject ;  and  the  result  of  they  were  received  in  oar  perscnal 
ttke  information  I  obtained,    was,  interview,    that  it  will  be  decided, 
that  while  the  cottons  of  Turkey,  ly  favourable.    I   have  constantly 
without  distinction  of  kind,  pay  a  sought  to  awaken  his  attention  to 
duty  of  fifteen  francs  the  one  hun-  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
died  killomms,  only,  and  the  long  commercial    relations    of  France 
staples  of  India  pay  a  duty  of  twen«  with  the  United  States,   and,  at  the 
ty-five  firancs,  and  the  short  staples  same  time,  to  intimate  to  him,  very 
of  the  same  country  a  duty  often  intelligibly,  that  the  advantages  of 
francs  the  one  hundred  kilos,  only,  these  relations  were  essentially  de- 
the  long  staples  of  the  United  States  pendent  on  an  early  and  satisfecto. 
and  of  America,  generally  pay  as  ry  adjustment  of  our  claims.     This 
much  as  ibrty  francs,    and  their  view  I  have  been  enabled  to  enforce, 
short  staples  as  much   as  twenty  with  particular  effect,  by  putting 
francs  the  one  hundred  kilos.    The  into  his  hands  a  memorial  of  the 
reduction  and  equalization  of  these  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  present- 
duties  on  our  cottons  would  be  an  ed  to  congress  in  January  last,  de- 
important  advantage  gained  to  the  manding  an  equalization  of  the  du- 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  ties    on    French  and  India  silks, 
a  full  equivalent  for   any  sacrifice  and  supporting  the  application  by 
which   might   be   supposed  to  be  very  persuasive  arguments.     He  is 
made  in  the  suggested  reduction  of  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  this  in- 
the  duty  on  French  wines,  in  any  terest  of  the  commerce  of  France, 
possible  view,  however  unfavoura-  and  manifests  a  quick  sensiUIity  to 
ble,  of  that  measure.  whatever  threatens  it  with  a  loss  of 
I  was  confirmed  the  more  in  my  its  present  advantages.      I  have, 
impression  of  the  advantages  of  this  also,  derived  aid  from  their  own  of. 
arrangement  for  the  United  States,  ficial  documents  in  impressing  these 
from  having  seen  that  a  proposition  considerations,  particularly  from  an 
emanating  from  very  high  authori-  important  document  accompanying 
ty  on  commercial  subjects,  was  be-  the  recent  report  of  the  minister  of 
fere  the  senate  for  the  gratuitous  finance  to  the  king,  in  wliich  a  full 
and  unconditional  repeal  of  all  du-  view  is  exhibited  of  their  whole  fo- 
ties  on   foreign   wines.     My  view  reign  commerce,  and  which  carries 
extended  only  to  a  reasonable  re-  the  valuation  of  their  commerce 
duction  in  consideration  of  fair  equi.  with  the  United  States  to  a  much 
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higher  amount  than  the  annual 
treasury  statements  of  the  United 
States.  The  solicitude  of  the  minis- 
ter, therefore,  being  already  aroused 
on  the  subject,  I  am  the  more  in- 
duced to  anticipate  a  favourable  ef- 
fect from  the  su^ro^estions  contained 
m  the  paper  just  communicated  to 
him. 

The  changes  in  the  ministry,  an- 
nounced this  morning,  add  not  a  lit- 
tle to  the  force  of  the  motives  for 
taking,  at  once,  some  step  which 
may  aiSbrd  a  chance  of  bringing 
the  pending  negotiation  to  a  close. 
Comte  de  Peyronnet  and  Mon- 
sieur Chantelauze,  who  take  the 
places  of  Counte  Chabrol  and  Mon- 
sieur Courvosier  in  the  ministry, 
are  of  a  much  higher  tone  of  royalist 
politics  than  their  predecessors,  and 
their  names  will,  undoubtedly,  ren- 


der  the  ministry  still  more  the  ob- 
ject of  national  aversion.  Compte 
de  Peyronnet  was  one  of  the  most 
obnoxious  of  the  Vellile  ministry, 
which  fell  before  the  elections  of 
1827.  Being,  however,  a  man  of 
talent,  and  of  great  boldness,  it  may 
be  expected  that  his  presence  in 
that  department  which  more  imme- 
diately superintends  the  elections, 
may  extort  from  the  prudent  fears 
of  the  voters,  what  could  not  be 
obtained  from  their  confidence  or 
their  affection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be* 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Burew, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washing' 

ton. 


Paper  suhnitted  hy  TT.  C  Rives  to  Prince  de  Poligtiac,  May  20,  1830. 

■  [private  and  confidential.] 


In  lieu  of  the  privilege  claimed 
by  France  under  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  let  her  ob- 
tain from  the  United  States  a  stipu. 
lation  to  receive  her  wines  at  a  still 
lower  rate  of  duly.  The  duty  in 
the  United  States  on  the  greater 
part  of  French  wines,  which  is  sta- 
ted in  the  Petition  des  Proprietaires 
de  Vignes,  &c.,  of  1828,  at  nine 
dollars  the  barique,  is  now  ten  cents 
the  gallon,  or  six  dollars  the  barique. 
But  the  United  States,  in  a  spirit  of 
liberal  accommodation  to  the  feel- 
ings and  interests  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, might  be  induced,  by  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  the  questions  now  pending,  to 
favour  the  commerce  of  French 
wines  by  a  still  farther  reduction  of 
duties : — to  make  them,  for  exam- 


pie,  instead  of  six  dollars  the  ba- 
rique   dollars  the  bariqeu. 

Would  not  a  substantial  privilege 
of  this  sort,  obtained  in  all  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  most 
important,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
most  suffering  branch  of  the  national 
industry  of  France,  be  worth  infi- 
nitely more  than  the  advantage, 
(almost  entirely  nominal,  it  is  be. 
licved,)  sought  for  the  French  navi- 
gation in  the  ports  of  Louisiana 
alone,  bj'  a  construction  which  the 
United  States  have  uniformly  oppo- 
sed, and  must  ever  oppose,  as  des- 
titute of  foundation  ? 

The  representations  of  the  vino 
proprietors  to  the  chambers  show 
that  their  great  want,  at  this  mo- 
ment, is  that  of  exterior  debouches 
for  their  products,   among  which 
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they  particularly  refer  to  the  mar-  Prance.  On  the  contrary,  the  sag:* 
ket  of  the  United  States  as  an  im.  gested  arrangement  with  the  United 
portant  one.  It  is  helieved  that  the  States  naturally  draws  to  it  a  mea- 
consumption  of  French  wines  in  the  sure  which  would  essentiaUy  pro- 
United  States  is  already  as  great,  or  mote  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
nearly  so,  as  that  of  any  country  in  France,  in  admitting  the  raw  mate- 
Europe,  (except  France  herself,)  rial  of  its  cotton  fabrics,  from  the 
since  the  great  diminution  of  the  United  States,  on  the  same  terms  as 
consumption  of  the  north  of  Europe,  from  other  portions  of  the  worid. 
which  is  said  to  have  been  occasion-  This  is  no  favour  to  the  United 
ed  by  the  French  duties  on  foreign  States.  It  is  a  measure  which  has 
irons  and  linens.  It  is  to  be  re-  been  already  recognised  as  being 
marked,  however,  that  the  taste  for  required  by  the  interests  of  France 
French  wines  is  just  beginning  to  be  herself,  and  the  projet  of  a  law  to 
formed  in  the  United  States.  When  that  effect  has  been  for  some  time 
that  taste  shall  bo  definitively  deci-  past,  it  is  understood,  in  readiness  to 
ded  in  favour  of  them,  as  it  undoubt-  be  laid  before  the  chambers, 
edly  would  be  by  a  freer  and  more  If  these  suggestions  should  meet 
favourable  introduction  of  them  the  acceptance  which  it  seems  im- 
under  a  system  of  low  duties,  the  possible,  indeed,  to  withhold  from 
value  of  that  market  to  the  vigno-  them,  they  might  be  arranged  in  a 
bles  of  France  can  be  measured  short  commercial  treaty,  to  be  exe- 
only  by  the  extent  of  its  territory,  cuted  simultaneously  with  the  plan 
and  the  rapid  increase  of  its  popula-  of  indemnities  heretofore  submitted, 
tion.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  that  and  the  one  to  be  dependant  on  the 
taste  should  be  now  checked  by  an  other. 

unfavourable  state  of  the  commer-        They  are  submitted  for  consider- 

cial  or  political  relations  of  the  two  ation,  not  from  the  idea  that  France 

countries,  the  habits  of  using  other  can  rightfully  expect  any  equiva- 

d rinks,  or  the  establishment  of  the  lent  for  the  abandonment  of  a  pre- 

vine  culture  there,  would  for  ever  tension  believed  to  be  wholly  unte- 

deprive  France  of  that  market.     It  nable,   or    for  the    satisfaction  of 

is  to  be  also  observed,  that  the  op-  claims  of  unquestionable  justice,  but 

portunity  now  affbitled  to  France  of  in  a  spirit  of   the  most  fnendly 

securing  a  permanent  and  valuable  liberality ;  and  with  a  sincere  desire 

debouch^  for  her  wines  in  the  Uni-  to  render  an  act  of  justice  on  ths 

ted  States,  is  not  subject  to  any  of  part  of  France,  (which  all  parties 

the  objections  which,  it  is  presumed,  here  seem   agreed   must  sooner  or 

would  attend  the  acquisition  of  d6.  later  be  performed,)  at  the  same 

bouch^  in  other  quarters.     It  is  time  an  act  of  interest,  a  source  of 

hardly  to  be  supposed  that  the  go-  permanent  advantage  to  the  natioov 

vemments  of  the  north  of  Europe  and  of  popularity  and  credit  to  the 

would  consent  to  a  reduction  of  their  administration  which  concludes  it* 
duties    on  French    wines,   unless        If  these  suggestions  should  not 

France  should,  at  the  same  time,  lead  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement 

consent  to  reduce  her  duties  on  their  now,  it  will  not  accord  with  the 

irons  and  linens — a  measure  which  views  or  policy  of  the  United  States 

would  very  injuriously  affect  the  to  grant  the  same  advantage  at  any 

manufacture  of  those    articles  in  future  period* 
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[translation.] 


Paris,  May  30*  1830. 

Sir, 

The  letters  which  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  me  the  26th  and 
27th  of  March,  have  given  me  the 

freatest  pain,  by  causing  the  hope 
had  conceived  of  a  speedy  settle- 
ment of  the  difierences  existing  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States 
to  vanish.  I  find  that  I  misunder- 
stood your  words,  and  that  the  go- 
vernment of  which  you  are  the  re- 
presentative persists  in  rejecting  the 
interpretation  we  have  never  ceased 
to  give  to' the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana. 
From  that  moment,  I  say  it  with  re- 
gret, the  negotiation  which  had  been 
opened  between  us  is  indefinitely 
adjourned.  I  should  confine  my- 
self to  this  painful  declaration,  if 
some  passages  of  your  letter,  in  ex- 
pressing, on  the  whole  of  this  sub- 
ject, views  which  appear  to  me  al- 
together inaccurate,  did  not  impose 
upon  me  the  obligation  to  restore  the 
question  to  its  true  light. 

You  seem  to  think,  sir,  that  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  are  so 
well  founded  in  justice  and  in  right, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  even  to 
contest  the  obligation  to  satisfy  them. 
Such,  however,  is  very  far  indeed 
from  being  the  case,  and  those 
claims  would  be  inadmissible  if  we 
chose  to  reason  from  strict  right. 
In  efiTect,  the  king's  government 
cannot  be  held  responsible,  without 
disiinctUmf  for  all  the  acts  of  the 
governments  anterior  to  the  resto- 
ration.  The  European  powers  for- 
mally acknowledged  this  at  a  period 
when,  masters  of  France,  they 
thought  proper,  for  the  interest  of 
their  subjects,  to  impose  on  us  very 
rigorous  conditions,  and  when  no. 
thing  compelled  them  to  limit  their 


exactions.  They  laid  it  down  as  a 
principle,  by  the  treaties  of  1614 
and  1615,  that,  of  the  credits  which 
their  subjects  had  against  France, 
none  should  be  admitted  but  such 
as  sprung  from  contracts  or  other 
positive  obligations.  The  United 
States  have,  therefore,  fallen  into  a 
serious  error,  so  oflen  as  they  have 
cited  those  treaties  as  an  example 
and  authority  in  support  of  their 
claims ;  since  it  is  a  fact  that  none 
of  those  claims  have  the  slightest 
analogy  with  those  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  treaties  of  Paris  to 
guaranty.  Consequently,  those 
instruments,  far  from  being  against 
us,  afford  us  occasion  to  remark,  that 
what  victorious  enemies  did  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  exact,  a  power  which 
has  not  ceased  to  be  our  ally,  and 
treats  with  us  on  terms  of  equality, 
can  have  still  less  claim  to  impose. 
I  repeat,  that  wo  should  be  justi- 
fied by  strict  right  in  rejecting  the 
claims  of  the  United  States.  If 
we  have  consented  to  discuss  them, 
it  is  from  a  sentiment  of  equity,  and 
still  more  from  a  spirit  of  good  will 
toward  the  federal  government ;  but 
we  had  a  right,  at  the  moment  we 
were  giving  such  a  proof  of  our 
conciliating  dispositions,  to  hope  that 
the  United  States  would  not  refuse 
us  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages 
stipulated  by  a  formal  clause  of  a 
treaty ;  and  when  I  thought  I  un- 
derstood from  your  language  that 
those  secured  to  us  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  would  be  no  longer 
contested ;  that,  consequently  our 
navigation  would  enjoy  hencefor- 
ward, in  the  ports  of  that  province, 
the  footing  of  the  most  favoured 
nation ;  I  only  saw  in  that  (though 
tardy)  acknowledgment  of  an  in- 
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contefltible  right,  a  most  imperfect  motive  or  pretext  of  this  denial  of 

compensation  for  the  generous  con-  justice.     Mr.    Hyde  de   Neuvillcr 

cessions  which  France  showed  her-  then  minister  at   Washington,    was 

self  disposed  to  make.  immediately  charged  to  make  inqui- 

But,  sir,  you  now  inform  me  that  ries,  and  to  claim  the  full  and  entire 

I  was  mistaken.     You  toll  me  that  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1802. 
the  government  of  the  United  States        This  statement  will  suffice,  sir,  to 

never  can  admit  our  interpretation  .reduce  to  its  true  value  the  inference 

of  the  article  in  question,  unless  a  (in  itself  sufficiently  inconclusive,) 

total  and  unexpected  change  ensue  which  you  seem  to  draw  from  the 

in  its  dispositions,  and,  in  support  of  pretended  silence  of  France  origin- 

tbis  assertion,  you  o^er  me  a  series  ally  as  to  the  state  of  tlungs  which 

of  arguments  which  I  am  going  to  is  now  the  subject  of  her  complaints, 
examine.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  discus- 

Afler  having  stated  that  the  opi-  sions  which  took  place  from  1817 
nions  of  the  United  States  have  to  1821,  on  this  important  questioo^ 
nevervaried  on  the  point  in  question.  They  were  continued  so  long  a* 
you  say  that  the  eighth  article  of  France  could  indulge  the  faintest 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana  hope  of  their  leading  to  a  satisfactory 
was  applied,  for  more  than  two  result.  If  we  at  last  suspended  our 
years,  in  the  sense  against  which  we  just  reclamations,  it  was  because  it 
now  remonstrate,  before  we  thought  had  become  evident  that  the  go- 
of raising  any  objection.  verment  of  the  United  States  was, 

This  demands  some  explanations,  for  the  moment,  well  determined  to 

It  must  be  observed,  in  the  first  pay  no  regard  to  them,   but   we 

place,  that  only   in  1815   can   the  have  never  thought  of  abandoning  a 

abuse  of  which  we  complain   have  right  incontestible  in  our   opinion, 

begun.     It  may   be   readily  con-  and  we  have  always  reserved  the 

ceived  that,  in  the  situation  in  which  privilege  of  bringing  it  forward  at  a 

France  then  was,   she   might  not  seasonable  opportunity, 
have  perceived  the  wrongs  her  na-        I  have  said  that  we   considered 

yigation  suffered  in  another  hemis-  that  right  as  incontestible.    I  do  not 

phere ;  it  may  even  be   conceived  intend  to  repeat  here  all  the  argu- 

that  her  navigation  might  have  been  ments  which  Mr.  H.  de  Neuville 

so  much  depressed  by  the  effect  of  submitted,  at  the  time,  to  the  go* 

the  circumstances  of  the  nx>ment,  as  vernment  of  the  United  States.    It 

not  to  be  sensible  immediately  of  the  will  suffice  for  me  to  re -state  that 

irregular  treatment  reserved  for  it.  that  government  asserts  the  right  to 

It  appears,  in  effect,  from  the  do-  refuse  us  the  enjoyment,  in  the  ports 
cuments  which  I  have  found  in  the  of  Louisiana,  of  the  advantages  con- 
offices  of  my  department,  that,  un-  ceded  in  1815  to  English  navigation 
til  the  last  months  of  the  year  1817,  in  the  ports  of  all  the  United  States, 
the  French  government  was  abso-  for  the  alleged  reason  that  England 
lutely  ignorant  of  the  grievance  of  has  obtained  them  for  a  valuable 
which  it  has  not  ceased  since  then  oonsideration  by  reciprocity,  and 
to  denrMind  the  redres.s.  At  that  that  the  United  States,  in  offering  to 
period  it  was  that  the  reclamation  extend  them  to  us  on  the  same  con- 
of  a  captain  of  a  merchant  vessel  dition,  fulfil  all  their  engagements 
aroused  our  attention  for  the  first  with  us.  To  this  we  have  always 
time  to  this  subject,  without  making  replied,  and  we  reply  again,  that 
ui  acquainted,  however,   with  the  we  also  claim  those  advantages  for 
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a  Valuable  consideratioo ;  that  we  plenipotentiarj  who  negotiated  it. 
have  paid  for  them  in  advance  by  Besides  that  that  opinion  would  not 
the  cession  of  Louisiana ;  and  that  be  conclusive,  unless  consigned  in 
now,  to  grant  reciprocity  besides,  an  official  act,  and  with  direct  refer- 
would  be  to  double  the  price,  which  ence  to  the  treaty,  I  must  confess  to 
we  cannot,  and  do  not  choose  to  do.  you  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of 
It  has  also  been  objected,  that  the  the  circumstances  on  which  you  can 
principles  received  in  the  United  ibund  that  assertion. 
States  do  not  allow  any  state  of  the  I  will  not  push  further  a  discus- 
confederacy  to  be  placed,  in  mat-  sion  which  would  be,  at  this  moment^ 
ters  of  this  nature,  under  regulations  without  object.  My  only  aim  in 
from  which  the  others  are  excepted,  presenting  you  these  observations, 
as  we  require  with  respect  to  Lou-  has  been  to  guard  against  the  go- 
isiana.  Not  satisfied  to  oppose  to  vernment  of  which  you  are  the  re- 
this  objection  facts  which  destroyed  presentative,  deceiving  itself  as  to 
even  its  apparent  force,  we  have  the  real  dispositions  of  France  rela- 
shown  that  it  is  moreover  inapplica-  tively  to  the  two  questions  treated  in 
ble  to  us,  and  that  a  principle  of  in-  this  letter.  I  wished  to  establish 
ternal  administration  cannot  prevail  the  fact>  that  the  reclamations  of 
against  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  the  United  States  are  far  from  being 

You  tell  me  now,  sir,  that  accord-  viewed  by  us  as  incontestible ;  that, 

ing  to  the  conunercial  system  of  the  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  never 

United  States,  no  nation  enjoys  in  for  an  instant  ceased  to  interpret  the 

their  ports  any  favour,  properly  so  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 

called;  that  every  privilege  or  ad-  sion  of  Louisiana  in  the  sense  which 

vantage  granted  to  foreign  vessels  I  have  just  indicated ;  and  that  the 

is  the  reciprocation  of  correspond-  advantages    promised    us   by  that 

ing  privileges  or  advantages  grant-  article  so  interpreted,  constituting, 

ed  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  part,  the  price  of  the  cession  of 

in  the  ports  of  those   foreign    na-  that  country,  we  have  never  admit- 

tions.     These   arguments  are  too  ted  that  the  clauses  of  a  convention, 

completely   involved    in    those  of  on  which  repose  interests  so  essen- 

which  I  have  just  pointed  at  the  re-  tial,  particularly  to  the  United  Sta- 

futation,  for  me  to  think  it  necessary  tes,  could  be  thus  rescinded.  SufRce 

to  impugn  them  specially.  it  to  say  that,  in  limiting  ourselves 

I  will  only  add  that,  in  giving  me  to  a  refusal  to  consent  to  the  repe- 

to  understand  that  your  government  tition  of  claims  very  susceptible  of 

refuses  the  condition  of  reciprocity  argument,  so  long  as  you  should 

to  no  foreign  nation,  you  furnish  a  not  acknowledge  in  our  favour  a 

yet  stronger  evidence  of  the  justice  right,  in  our  eyes,  incontestible,  we 

of  our  reclamations.    It  is  manifest,  surely  only  make  use  of  very  mo- 

in  effect,   that  the   object   of  the  derate   and   even  very  incomplete 

eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1802  reprisals.     I  repeat,  then,  that  the 

was  to  secure  to  us  some  advantage  negotiation  which  we  had  begun  is 

or  other,  and  it  would  be  a  complete  suspended  ;     but     the    confidence 

nullity  if  it  only  guarantied  to  us  which  I  take  pleasure  in  placing  in 

that  which  is  withheld  from  nobody,  the  sentiments  of  justice   of  your 

Such  a  supposition  is  not  admissible,  government,  inducing  me  to  hope 

You  further  cite,  sir,  in  support  that  it  will  soon  enable  us  to  resume 

of  your  interpretation  of  the  article  it,  I  have  wished  to  remove,  as  much 

in  question,  the  opinion  of  the  French  as  lay  in  my  power,  the  difficulties 
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oihGt  nationflf  mto  an  exclwve  one,  special  arrangeroentfl,   granting  Uf 

possessed  by  no  other  nation.  one  power  advantages  which   they 

Here  is  the  radical  source  of  the  may  choose  not  to  grant  to  another* 

error  which  pervades  the  arguments  The  value  of  the  stipulation  con* 

of  your  excellency.     Your  excel-  tained  in  the   eighth  article  of  the 

lency  seems  constantly  to  suppose  Louisiana  treaty  consists  in  the  pn>» 

that  the  eighth  article  of  the  Loui-  ^  taction  it  gives  France  agaicst  any 

riana  treaty  was  intended  to  secure  discriminations  of  this  sort ;  and  in 

to  France  an  exclusive   privilege,  entitling  her,  as  a  matter  of  right* 

But  such  was  certainly  not  the  fact,  to  claim  from  the  United  States  on 

The  seventh   article  secured,   and  Hie  same    terms    any   advantages 

was  intended  to  secure,  for  a  limited  which  they  may  grant  to  other  na- 

time,    an    t'xclusive    privilege    to  tions — gratuitously,    if  they     are 

France,  in  stipulating  expressly  that,  granted  to  others  gratuitously— on 

during  the  term   of  twelve   years,  the  performance  of  the  same  condi- 

her  vessels  should  be  received  on  a  tions,   if   granted,  conditionally  to 

better   footing  than   those  of  any  othera.     This  would  be  purely  <^ 

other  nation,  Spain  only  excepted,  tional  on   the   part  of  the   United 

But,  with  the  twelve  years,  the  ex-  States  with  regard  to  other  powers^ 

elusive  privilege  ceased,  and  thence-  but,  in  relation   to  France,  it  be* 

forward,  by  the   eighth   article   of  comes,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  ar- 

the  treaty,  her  vessels  are  to  be  re-  ticle  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,   bind- 

ceived   on  an    equal    footing   with  ing  and   imperative.     If  a  stipula- 

thoseof  the  most  lavoured  of  other  tion  of  this  sort  be  without  advan- 

nations,  but  not  on  a  better  footing  tage,  and  an  unmeaning   nullity,  as 

than  theirs.  your   excellency   has  remarked,  it 

Your  excellency,  however,  nj-  is,  nevertheless,  such  an  one  as  the 
marks,  that,  as  in  the  actual  com-  most  enlightened  commercial  na- 
mercial  policy  of  the  United  tions  have  been  in  the  practice  of 
States,  they  offer  the  terms  of  reci-  contracting  for,  and  which  the  illustn. 
procity  alike  to  all  nations,  this  con-  ous  sovereign  who  was  a  party  toour 
structionof  the  eighth  article  of  the  lii-st  treaty  with  France  thought  it 
Louisiana  treaty  would  render  it  important  to  obtain,  when,  by  the 
altogether  unmeaning ;  that  it  must  second  article  of  that  treaty,  it  wa» 
have  been  intended  to  secure  to  stipulated  that,  whatever  favour 
France  some  advantage,  but  that  it  might  be  granted  to  other  nations 
would  convey  none,  if  it  only  en-  by  the  United  States^  should  be  en- 
titled  her  to  that  which  is  refused  joyed  by  France  « freely,  if  the 
to  no  power.  Your  excellency,  concession  was  freely  made ;  for 
however,  does  not  seem  to  recollect  the  same  compensation,  if  the  con- 
that  the  commercial  regulations  cession  was  conditional." 
of  a  country  are,  in  general,  sub.  The  French  government,  in 
ject  entirely  to  its  own  discretion,  urging  its  pretensions  on  this  sub^ 
It  may,  jit  its  pleasure,grant  favour-  ject,  has  several  times  represented 
able  terms  to  one  nation  and  with-  the  stipulation  in  question  as  an  es- 
hold  them  from  another.  Though  sential  and  substantive  part  of  the 
the  United  States,  at  the  present  price  given  by  the  United  States 
day,  have  adopted  a  system  of  com-  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  and 
mon  and  equal  favour  to  all  nations,  your  excellency  speaks  of  it  in  the 
they  may,  at  any  moment,  depart  same  manner.  If  it  were  so,  I  have 
from  that  system,  and  enter  into  already  shown  the  real  nature  and 
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extent  of  that  price,  and  that  it  has  your  excellency,  and  ask  with  what 
been  faithfully  rendered  hy  the  Uni-  reason  the  United  States,  who  have 
ted  States.  But  it  is  apparent  from  already  paid  for  this  acquisition  aU 
the  form  of  the  transaction  itself,  most  double  the  price  which  was 
that  this  stipulation  was  not  consi.  deemed  sufficient  by  the  vendor, 
dered  as  forming  any  part  of  the  can  be  now  required  to  treble  that 
equivalents  for  the  cession.  The  price  in  the  shape  of  commercial 
cession,  and  the  equivalents  for  it,  privileges,  which  have  been  shown, 
were  not  included  in  the  same  trea-  I  trust,  to  have  no  sanction  in  a  just 
ty.  The  cession  itself,  its  limits,  interpretation  of  the  treaty? 
all  that  related  to  the  transfer  of  the  It  is  not,  surely,  by  a  pretension 
territory,  and  its  future  political  and  of  this  sort  that  the  loyalty  of  his 
commercial  condition,  formed  the  majesty's  government  will  seek  to 
8ubject  of  one  treaty  ;  the  equiva-  offset  the  just  reclamations  of  our 
lents  were  contained  in  two  sepa-  citizens  for  the  flagrant  and  unde- 
rate  conventions  of  the  same  date,  niable  wrongs  of  which  they  have 
The  stipulation  in  question  is  not  been  the  victims.  Are  the  mem. 
found  in  the  conventions  which  fix-  bers  of  a  friendly  nation  never  to  ba 
ed  the  equivalents,  but  in  the  treaty  indemnified  for  property  of  which 
of  cession.  they  have  been  deprived  by  the  most 
The  obvious  inference  arising  lawless  acts,  because  the  govern- 
from  the  form  of  the  transaction  is,  ments  of  the  two  countries  cannot 
to-day,  confirmed  by  the  testimony  agree  in  their  construction  of  some 
of  the  French  negotiator,  who,  in  compact  between  them  in  relation 
his  recently  published  history  of  the  to  a  different  matter?  Where  is 
negotiation,  says,  <<  the  negotiation  the  relation  or  dependence  betweca 
had  three  objects :  the  cession,  the  the  two  questions  ?  Is  it  the  less 
price,  and  the  indemnities  claimed  true  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
by  the  United  States ;  and  that  it  States  have  suffered  the  grossest 
was  agreed  to  treat  of  those  objects  injuries  from  the  authorities  of 
separately^  and  to  make  of  them  France,  for  which  they  are  entitled 
three  (2i^</nc^  acts  or  treaties."  The  to  redress,  because  the  government 
true  price  of  the  acquisition,  there-  of  the  United  States  cannot  per- 
fore,  must  be  looked  for,  not  in  the  suade  itself  that  the  interpretation 
treaty  of  cession,  but  in  the  conven-  which  France  chooses  to  put  on  the 
tions  accompanying  it,  which  fixed  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
that  price  at  eighty  millions  of  francs,  treaty  is  correct  ?  If  a  sovereign 
being  thirty  millions  more,  as  is  government  can  thus  avoid  its  ob- 
proved  by  the  same  authentic  au-  ligations,  then  all  national  justicq 
thority,  than  was  required  by  the  is  an  illusion,  for  nothing  more 
chief  of  the  French  government,  would  be  necessary  to  repel  the 
and  which,  in  the  extreme  uncer-  most  incontestible  claims,  but  for 
tainty  then  existing  as  to  the  limits  the  government  of  which  they  are 
of  the  cession,  and  the  acknow-  demanded  to  raise  some  disputable 
ledged  impossibility  of  preserving  pretension  against  the  government 
the  territory  from  the  grasp  of  a  of  the  claimants:  the  more  un  found- 
powerful  enemy  in  the  moment  of  ed  the  better,  as  it  would  be  so 
renewed  hostilities,  was  signally  ad-  much  more  impossible  for  the  lat- 
vantageous  for  France,  and  onerous  ter  to  admit  it. 
to  the  United  Stales.  How  forcibly,  But  your  excellency  tells  me 
then,  might  I   return  a  remark  of  that  the  rights  of  our   citizens  are 
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to  be  withheld  as  a  reprisal  upon 
the  United  States  for  not  admitting 
the  interpretation  which  France  puts 
on  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty.  In  what  code  of  na- 
tionaj  law  this  doctrine  of  reprisal 
is  to  be  found,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know.  Is  reprisal,  then,  a  legiti- 
mate remedy  for  a  difference  of 
opinion  ?  Has  one  party  to  a  com- 
pact an  exclusive  right  of  interpre- 
tation, which  it  can  enforce  by  pe- 
nalties and  confiscations  ?  I  need 
not  say  how  little  such  a  doctrine 
accords  with  the  profession  of  mode- 
ration which  accompanies  it,  or  in 
what  light  it  must  be  viewed  by  a 
government  which,  sincerely  de- 
siring the  maintenance  of  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  that  of  his 
majesty,   has  not  been  wanting  in 


the  proposition  of  amicable  modes 
to  adjust  this  and  all^other  di^r- 
ences  between  them.  A  perseye- 
ranee  in  this  position  can  be  regard, 
ed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  final 
denial  of  the  justice  which  has  been 
so  long  sought  for  the  wrongs  of  our 
citizens.  1  entertain  a  firm  can^- 
dence  that  your  excellency's  eik> 
lightened  sense  of  justice,  and  the 
well-known  loyalty  of  his  majesty's 
government,  will  avert  such  a  re- 
sult. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
distinguished  consideration,  your  ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

W.  C.  Rivss. 

His  Excellency  the  Pbimcb  db 

POLIGNAC,    &C.,  &C«,  6CC* 


No.  30. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  June  8,  1830. 


I  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
the  copy  of  a  private  note  received 
from  Prince  Polignac,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  suggestions  contained 
in  the  informal  paper  I  had  address- 
ed to  him  on  the  20th  ult.,  and 
also  a  copy  of  my  reply.  You 
will  perceive  that  I  availed  myself 
of  the  occasion  to  remind  him  of 
his  commitments,  and  also  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  personal  sentiments 
of  the  king.  I  was  the  more  in- 
duced to  do  this,  because  I  had 
just  heard  that  the  commission  had, 
a  day  or  two  before,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  previously  enter- 
tained, made  a  report  very  unfa- 
vourable to  our  claims. 

The  history   I  have  of  it  is  this. 
Paron   Mounier,  the    president  of 


the  commission,  had  obtained  a 
conge  of  two  or  three  months'  ab- 
sence from  Paris,  and  was  to  have 
taken  his  departure  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th  ult.  The  note  I  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  minister  on  the  26th 
ult.,  however,  having  excited  some 
inquietude,  the  minister,  in  meeting 
with  Baron  Mounier,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  thirtieth  ult.,  at  Su  Cloud, 
(where  the  Baron  attended  the 
usual  weekly  reception  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  his  leave  of  the 
king,  previous  to  his  departure  from 
Paris,^  insisted  that  the  commission 
should  make  a  report  before  the 
Baron  left  Paris.  Baron  Mounier, 
being  thus  delayed  in  the  moment 
of  his  intended  departure,  assem- 
bled his  colleagues  the  next  day» 
in  the  course  of  which,  possessing 
great  influence  over  the  rest  of  the 
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commitsiooy  he  prevailed  with  them 
to  join  in  a  very  hurried  and  ill-con- 
sidered report,  and  the  following 
morning  left  Pans. 

The  report,  I  understand,  affirms 
that  the  kiug,  having  succeeded  to 
the  rights  and  engagements  of  Na- 
poleon, ought  not  to  pay  that  which 
Napoleon  toould  not  have  paid,  and 
arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
utmost  amount  which  his  majesty's 
government  can  he  made  responsi- 
ble for,  is  eight  millions  of  livres 
toumois,  (francs,)  subject  to  con- 
siderable deductions,  too,  on  account 
of  counter-claims  of  France.  What 
respect  the  minister  will  pay  to 
this  report,  if  it  be  of  this  character, 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  In  order  to 
provide  against  such  a  contingency, 
I  have  repeatedly  taken  occasion, 
in  conversation  with  him,  to  remark 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sion being  unilateral  and  exparte, 
it  would  be  unjust  that  the  rights  of 
the  American  claimants  should  be, 
in  any  manner,  concluded  by  them ; 
and  he  has  invariably  answered, 
that  their  report  would  not  be  at 
all  definitive,  and  was  only  intend- 
ed to  furnish  materials  upon  which 
he  would  freely  form  his  own  judg. 
ment. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
an  interview  with  the  minister, 
though  I  addressed  him  a  note  on 
the  1st  instant,  requesting  one.  I  have 
this  moment  received  the  note  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in  answer 
to  it,  from  which  you  will  perceive 
that  the  minister  again  turns  me 
over  to  Baron  Defiandis.  This,  I 
thinkf  is  unfortunate,  as  it  deprives 


me  of  the  benefit  of  what  has  been 
already  agreed  and  settled  in  my 
interviews  with  the  minister ;  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  to  get 
rid  of  the  embarrassment  which  the 
minister  experiences  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, as  well  as  on  account  of 
his  ^  numerous  occupations,"  that  he 
refers  me  to  Baron  Defiandis. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that 
his  occupations  are  very  numerous 
and  very  absorbing.     As  the  head 
of  the  m'uustry,  he  must,  of  course, 
be  very  much  occupied  with  all 
the  various  arrangements  prepara- 
tory to  the  approaching  elections, 
on   which  so  much  depends:   the 
nomination  of  the  presidents  of  the 
electoral  colleges ;  the  instructions 
to  public  functionaries  in  regard  to 
their  duties  as  electors :  the  royal 
proclamation  to  be  issued  on  the  eve 
of  the  elections ;  all  of  which  mat- 
ters, it  is  said,   have  of  late  very 
much   employed    and  divided  the 
councils  of  tile  ministers.     At  the 
same  time,  great  anxiety  prevails, 
as  you  may  suppose,  respecting  the 
Algerine    expedition,  of   the    first 
operations  of  which  they  are  every 
moment  expecting  intelligence.  The 
circumstances  of  the  crisis,  there- 
fore,  are  certainly  very  unfavourable 
for  our  objects.     Whatever  can  be 
done,  however,  I  shall  continue  to 
employ  my  best  efforts  to  accom- 
plish,   however    discouraging    the 
prospect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
Hon.  M.  Van  Buren. 


[PEIVATE — ^TRANSLATION.] 


Paris,  May  31,  1830. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  private 
letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 


write  me  the  20tli  instant,  in  which 
you  suggest  to  me  the  possibility  of 
terminating,  by  a  sort  of  compro- 
mise, the  differences  existing  be- 
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tireen  cmr  two  govemmeDta.  The 
conciliatorj  sentiments  yxm  express 
to  me  are  too  conformable  to  my 
owD»  for  such  a  proposition  not  to 
have  engaged  aJl  my  attention* 
You  will  readily  understand  that  a 
few  days  have  not  sufficed  to  enable 
me  to  form,  with  regard  to  it,  even 
an  approximative  opinion.  Besides, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  first  thing 


to  be  doM  waSy  to  resolve  a  doabl 
which  has  occurred  to  me  on  tba 
nature  of  this  proposition.  Yoa 
will  find  it  stated  in  the  accompany- 
ing note,  and  I  hope  you  will  be 
pleased  to  afilbrd  me  the  explana- 
tions necessary  to  elucidate  it. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 
The  Pcb.  db  Polior^c. 
Mr.  RivEs,  dec* 


[translation.] 


It  is  proposed  to  the  French  go. 
vemment  to  renounce,  in  considera- 
tion of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  im- 
posed  in  the  United  States  on  the 
wines  of  France,  the  privilege  which 
it  claims  for  her  navigation  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
cession  of  Louisiana. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  exami- 
nation,  necessarily  complicated,  of 
the  advantages  which  such  a  propo- 
sition,  or  any  other  of  the  same  na- 
ture, may  offer  to  French  commerce, 
it  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  re- 
solve a  preliminary  question. 

France  could  not  exchange  a 
privilege  secured  to  her  for  ever,  ex- 
cept for  an  advantage  equally  per- 


petual. She  would  not  consenty 
therefore,  to  accept,  as  a  compensa- 
tion, any  stipulation  whatever  which 
the  mere  will  of  a  foreign  govern- 
ment  might,  at  any  moment,  revoke 
without  her  participation. 

Would  the  proflTered  reduction  of 
duties  be  of  this  character,  or,  on  the 
contrary,  would  it  take  that  of  a  sy- 
naliagsiatic  and  obligatory  engage- 
ment? 

In  the  first  case,  (it  is  said  with 
regret,)  other  nKxles  must  be  sought 
to  reconcile  the  differences  existing 
between  the  two  countries. 

In  the  second,  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  pro. 
position  might  be  entered  into. 


[PEIVATB.] 


Paris,  June  2,  1830. 

MONSIEITR  LE  PbINCE, 

I  had  the  honour,  yesterday,  to 
receive  the  private  letter  your  ex- 
cellency addressed  to  me  the  day 
before,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
whether  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  French  wines  in  the  United 
States,  which  I  had  suggested  as  a 
friendly  concession  to  the  commerce 


of  France,  in  the  event  of  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
questions  now  pending,  was  to  be 
regarded  as  revocable,  at  any  mo- 
ment,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Ameri- 
can government,  or  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  give  it  the  character  of 
an  obligatory  and  synallagmatic 
engagement.  My  idea  certainly 
was  to  make  it  absolutely  binding 
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and  obligatory  upon  the  govern-* 
nient  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  period  which  might  be  agreed 
upon  for  its  continuance.  But  as 
the  perpetual  conventional  establish- 
ment of  a  given  rate  of  duty  would 
be  incompatible  with  that  freedom 
of  commercial  regulation  which  all 
governments  ultimately  reserve  to 
themselves,  it  would  be  necessary, 
of  course,  to  fix  a  term  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  obligatory  character  of 
the  arrangement.  When  your  ex. 
cellency  considers  the  convictions 
entertained  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  on  the  several 
points  now  in  discussion  between 
the  two  governments,  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  express  to  you 
more  fully,  together  with  the 
grounds  of  them,  in  another  com. 
munication,  your  excellency  cannot 
fail  to  appreciate  the  true  spirit  in 
which  this  proposition  has  been 
made,  or  to  see  in  it  a  signal  proof 
of  the  friendly  and  liberal  disposi- 
tions of  the  Americsm  government. 
I  recognise,  with  great  pleasure, 
the  conciliatory  sentiments  your  ex- 
cellency is  pleased  to  express.  Such 
sentiments,  corresponding  with  those 
which  are  so  sincerely  felt  by  the 


government  of  the  United  States, 
cannot  fail  to  remove  the  causes 
of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction 
which  have  heretofore  existed. 
Notwithstanding  the  painful  disap- 
pointments of  the  past,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  never 
ceased  to  confide  in  the  ultimate  jus- 
tice  of  his  majesty's  councils.  That 
confidence  has  been  revived  and 
strengthened  in  an  especial  degree 
by  the  declarations  of  your  excel- 
lency, which  it  has  been  my  duty, 
from  time  to  time,  to  communicate 
to  my  government;  and  it  now 
awaits  with  anxiety  the  completion 
of  our  labours,  as  the  harbinger  of 
a  thorough  and  cordial  re-establish- 
ment of  the  ancient  and  friendly  re- 
lations of  the  two  governments* 
The  enlightened  sense  of  justice 
which  has  been  invariably  manifest- 
ed by  your  excellency  in  all  the  in- 
terviews  I  have  had  with  you,  and 
the  noble  and  generous  sentiments 
which  1  know  to  inhabit  the  breast 
of  his  majesty,  assure  roc  that  this 
expectation  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.,  &c. 

W.  C.  RrvES. 
H.  E.  the  Pbincb  de  Folignac,  dsc. 


[translation.] 


Parii,  Jane  15,  1830. 

Sis, 

I  received,  on  the  31st  May, 
only,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  ho- 
nou  r  to  write  to  me  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month,  in  reply  to  that  which 
I  had  addressed  to  you  some  days 
before  on  the  subject  of  the  dif- 
ferences existing  between  France 
and  the  United  States.  You  therein 
announce  to  me  that  you  persist  en- 
tirely in  your  opinion,  and  the  man- 


ner in  which  you  combat  my  argu- 
ments would  be  but  too  well  adapt* 
ed  to  make  me  apprehend  the  use- 
lessness  of  a  further  discussion,  if 
other  circumstances  did  not  allow 
the  hope  of  a  more  favourable  re- 
sult. However  that  may  be,  and 
without  intending,  at  this  time,  to 
recur  to  the  details  of  the  question, 
I  must,  in  order  not  to  seem  to  ac- 
quiesce in  objections  of  which  I  am 
fkr  from  admitting  the  validity,  offer 
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you  some  observations  on  different  braces  but  one  very  simple  qucstiod; 

passages  of  your  letter.  which  a  single  word   can  resolve* 

You  again  lay  it  down  as  a  fact.  Until  now,  the  government  of  the 
that  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States  has  constantly  de- 
United  States  is  incontestable  and  clarcd  that  it  rejected  our  claim  :  it 
uncontested ;  that  France  has  ad-  would  therefore  have  been  truly  idle 
mitted  the  obligation  to  satisfy  them,  to  demand  of  it  to  examine  it  again, 
and  that  I  myself  have  acknowledg-  since  a  new  examination,  according 
ed  it.  Once  more,  sir  :  never  has  to  every  appearance,  and  particu- 
the  king's  government  pronounced  larly  to  judge  from  the  terms  of 
itself  to  that  effect.  It  may  have  your  letter  of  March  27th,  would 
expressed  the  opinion  that  several  again  ])roduce  a  negative  answer, 
of  those  claims,  provided  a  thorough  On  the  contrary  far,  our  consent 
examination  should  not  alter  their  to  discuss  the  claims  of  American 
character,  inspired  some  interest  in  subjects  carries  with  it  thepresump- 
an  equitable  point  of  view,  but  never  tion  that  we  are  disposed  t6  admit 
has  it  acknowledged,  or  can  it  have  them,  at  least  in  part.  It  suf&ces 
acknowledged  them  to  be  founded  on  to  say,  that  we  are  in  the  altema* 
a  positive  and  incontestable  right.  It  tive  of  exacting  a  previous  acknow. 
has  constantly  held  all  decision  on  this  ledgment  of  the  right  we  claim,  or 
point  dependant  upon  a  verification  of  contenting  ourselves,  as  the  price 
which  had  not  yet  taken  place,  which  of  a  real  concession,  with  a  pro* 
was  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  mise  illusive  and  altogether  devoid 
it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  of  meaning.  I  could  have  conceived 
thought  itself  justified  in  refusing  to  that  the  government  of  the  United 
enter  into  the  examination  of  a  ques-  States,  in  order  to  introduce  soxne 
tion  so  completely  litigious,  so  long  as  sort  of  equality  into  the  positions  of 
you  should  not  satisfy  it  on  another  the  two  governments,  should  have 
question  which,  in  its  view,  was  not  wished  to  stipulate,  in  acknow- 
susceptible  of  any  serious  difficulty  -  lodging  our  right,  that  acknow- 
— that  which  relates  to  the  execu-  ledgment  should  be  of  no  efiect  un- 
tion  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  trea-  less  we  consented  to  liquidate  the 
ty  of  cession  of  Louisiana.  legitimate  credits  of  its    subjects. 

You  object  that  it  is  not  natural  Such  a  pretension,  without,  by  a 
thai  France  should  exact  a  com-  great  deal,  satisfying  strict  justice, 
plete  satisfaction,  such  as  an  ac-  would  at  least  have  presented  itself 
knowledgment  of  the  meaning  she  in  a  specious  manner,  and  the  French 
attaches  to  the  article  in  question,  government  might  have  taken  it 
as  the  price  of  her  simple  consent  into  consideration.  But  I  repeat 
to  examine  the  claims  of  the  United  it,  sir,  the  pretended  equality  which 
States,  and  to  admit  such  as  might  you  wish  to  make  me  see  in  a  mu- 
appear  to  her  to  be  well  founded,  tual  engagement  to  examine  the  re- 
To  this  I  will  reply,  that  this  alleg-  spective  claims  would,  in  reality, 
ed  peculiarity  results  from  the  very  constitute  to  our  prejudice  an  enor- 
nature  of  things :  the  claims  of  the  mous  inequality.  That  is  too  evi- 
United  States  comprehend  a  multi-  dent  for  it  to  be  possible  to  suppose 
tude  of  varying  questions,  which  that  my  predecessors  ever  enter- 
can  only  be  decided  separately,  tained  an  opinion  different  from 
which  render  necessary  a  previous  mine.  If  their  expressions  were  less 
and  detailed  examination ;  the  claim  precise,  less  formal,  it  is  because 
of  France,   on   the  contrary,  em-  the  issue  was  not  so  distinctly  join- 
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ed  as  now.  Besides^  the  govern-  cated  property  of  the  subjects  of  the 
ment  of  the  United  States,  in  re«  United  States  was  applied  to  the 
peilingy  with  an  energy  always  in.  payment  of  expenses  which  other- 
creasing,  the  principle  of  our  re-  wise  would  have  fallen  upon  the 
clamation,  has  rendered  more  evi-  French  nation.  I  suppose,  with- 
dent  to  us,  every  day,  the  inutility,  out  the  proof  that  such,  in  efifect,  was 
and  even  insignificance,  of  a  mere  the  appropriation  of  the  product  of 
promise  to  examine.  the  confiscations,  as  it  generally  is, 

I  remark  that  you  now  revert  to  that  of  all  that  goes  into  the  treasury ; 
an  argument  which  I  did  not  think  but  I  confess  that  I  do  not  well  under- 
it  necessary  to  notice  in  your  first  stand  how  that  circumstance  can 
communications,  not  supposing  that  operate  more  especially  in  your  fa- 
you  attached  any  great  importance  vour,  for  there  is  no  pecuniary 
to  it.  You  say  that  the  claim  which  claim  in  support  of  which  it  may 
we  opppse  to  those  of  the  United  not  be  invoked,  and  it  can  neither 
States  has  no  relation  to  the  latter  :  fortify  nor  weaken  the  validity  of 
you  seem  thence  to  conclude  that  any  claim  whatsoever, 
your  government  would  be  justified  You  repel  the  authority  of  the 
in  refusing  to  treat  of  them  con-  treaties  concluded  in  1814  and 
jointly,  and  in  deferring  the  discus.  1815,  between  France  and  the  other 
sion  of  the  one  until  the  others  European  powers ;  you  may  re- 
should  be  settled.  I  have,  sir,  but  mark  that  the  United  States  cannot 
one  thing  to  reply :  if  the  United  be  bound  by  acts  in  which  they  did 
States  have,  in  effect,  such  a  right,  not  participate.  This  observation 
France  has  it  equally,  and  she  also  would  be  conclusive  did  it  not  rest 
would  be  justified  in  exerting  it  con-  upon  an  incorrect  view  of  my  mean- 
versely,  that  is,  in  demanding  not  ing.  I  cited  to  you  the  treaties  in 
only  (as  she  does)  the  recognition  question,  only  because  your  govern- 
of  the  right  conferred  upon  her  by  ment  has  repeatedly  endeavoured 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  to  take  advantage  of  them  against 
cessicmofLfOuisiana,  but  also,  (which  us  in  the  present  question  :  I  wish- 
she  does  not,)  the  payment  of  the  ed  to  prove  to  you  that  they  do  not 
indemnities  which '  are  due  to  her  pronounce  against  us,  as  had  been 
for  the  deprivation  of  the  right,  for  given  to  understand,  but,  on  the 
fifleen  years,  before  examining  the  contrary,  in  our  favour.  Without 
claims  of  the  United  States.  From  pretending  to  give  them,  with  re- 
that  moment,  and  if,  as  it  is  proba-  gard  to  the  United  States,  an  obliga- 
ble,  neither  government  would  yield,  tory  character,  I  thought,  as  the 
BO  further  negotiation  would  be  pos-  government  at  Washington  had 
sible.  It  may  be  boldly  affirmed,  thought,  that  they  constituted  at 
that  a  right  leading  to  such  conse-  least  a  precedent  of  respectable  au- 
quences  can  belong  to  nobody.  It  thority ;  the  more  so,  as  principles 
IS  much  more  consistent  with  rea-  of  public  law  applied  by  victorious 
son  and  equity  that  each,  in  render-  powers  could  not  be  suspected  of 
ing  justice,  should  require,  at  the  excessive  indulgence, 
same  time,  satisfaction  for  its  own  Afler  having  denied,  in  general 
complaints.  terms,  the  inference  from  those  trea. 

To  place,  in  a  more  prominent  ties,  you  make  the  subsidiary  ob- 

view,  the  justice  of  the  claims  which  jection  that  the  position  of  the  Uni- 

you  are  charged  to  support,  you  ted  States  is  essentially  different 

state  that  the  product  of  the  confis-  from  that  of  the  powers  coalesped 

li 
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against  France ;  that  the  losses  sus-  me ;  but  without  pausing  upon  cot' 
tained  by  the  subjects  of  the  for-  lateral  points,  1  will  content  myself 
mer  was  a  natural  consequence  of   with  observing  that,  when   I   ad- 
war,  whilst  the  wrongs  inflicted  up.  duced  the  treaties  of  Paris,  I  had  in 
on  Americans  were  in  violation  of   view  the  general  treaties,  the  only 
the  law  of  nations.     Not  to  enter,  ones  which  can   be  considered  as 
with  respect  to  this,  into  a  discus-  fixing  principles  of  public  law,  since 
sion  which  would  demand  a  detail-  they  alone  were  common  to  all  the 
ed  examination  of  the  claims  them-  powers ;    for  the  private  stipula- 
selves,  I  will  beg  you  to  observe,  tions  exacted  in  favour  of  certain 
that  if  there  was  not  war  between  states,  and  contained  either  in  ad- 
the  imperial  government  of  France  ditional  articles  or  in  special  coo- 
and  the  United  States,  there  was  ventions,  must  evidently  be   con- 
at  least  a  state  of  demi-hoetility,  sidered  as  so  many  exceptions,  ex- 
arising  both  from  the  measures  of  torted  by  force  of  arms  or  the  da- 
France,  and  from  the  reprisals  ex-  minion  of  circumstances,  and  which 
ercised  by  the  government  at  Wash-  only  serve  to  confirm  the  rule* 
ington  ;  reprisals   which,  far  more  You  then  pass,  sir,  to  what  con. 
contrary  to  public  law  than  the  acts  cems  the  meaning  we  attach  to  the 
which  occasioned  them,  might  be  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
regarded  by  us  as  signally  impairing  sion  of  Louisiana*     Permit  me,  in 
the  principle  of  the  claims  raised  by  the  first  place,  to  observe  to  you, 
the  United  States.     Whether  those  that  we  do  not  interpret  that  article ; 
reprisals,  however,  have  or  have  not  we  appeal  to  the  text  itself*     It  is 
compensated  completely  for  the  re-  the  government  of  the  United  States 
suit  of  the  acts  which   they   were  that  is  obliged  to  comment  upon  it 
intended  to  repress,  is  a  circum-  at  great  length,  in  order  to  extract 
stance  which  in  nothing  alters  the  the  signification  which  it  gives  it. 
state  of  the  question ;  and  what  I  This  observation  answers  the    as- 
wish  particularly  to  establish  is,  that  tonishment  you  manifest  to  me  re- 
the  position  of  the  United  States  to-  peatedly  at  the  right  of  interpreta- 
wards  us  has  more  analogy  than  tion  alleged  to  be   reserved  by  us 
you  suppose  with  that  in  which  we  to  the  exclusion  of  the  United  States* 
stood,  in  1814  and  1815,  towards  That  reproach  could  be  justly  ad- 
the  allies.  dressed  only  to  the  Federal  govern- 
As  a  final  objection  on  the  sub-  ment.     We  limit  ourselves  to  re- 
ject of  the  treaties  made  at  that  peliing  its  interpretation,   for  the 
period,   you  quote  to  me  the  addi-  reason  that  the  text,  perfectly  clear, 
tional  articles  concluded  with  Eng-  needs  none,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to 
land,  the  30lh  May,    1814 ;    the  all  the  principles  of  the  matter  to 
treaty  of  20th  July  with  Spain ;  pretend  to  interpret  a  stipulation, 
the  convention  relating  to  the  spo-  the  terms  of  which  present  a  single 
liation  ofthe  bank  of  Hamburg,  &c.  and  precise  meaning.     Afler  this 
You  thence  conclude   that  I  was  preliminary  objection,  I  will  not  re- 
mistaken  in  afiirming  that  the  claims  peat  all  that  I  have  already  had  the 
which  we  then  acknowledged  bad  no  honour  to  submit  to  you  on  this  ira- 
analogy  with  those   now  presented  portant  subject  in  my  letter  of  20th 
by  the  United  States.     I  might  re-  Af ay.     I  think  I  have  anticipated 
mark  to  you,  that  this  want  of  analo.  most  of  the  arguments  which  you 
gy  still  exists,  at  least  in  some  of  now  offer,  and,  in  the  state  which 
the  examples  of  which  you  remind  the  discussion  has  reached,  it  would 
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bd  more  than  superfluous  to  refute  according  to  you,  from  this  circum- 

them  over  again.      You  yourself  stance,  that  the  advantages,  what- 

admit,   moreover,  that  the  eighth  ever  they  may  he,  granted  to  us 

article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  hy  the  eighth  article,  do  not  form 

Louisiana,  interpreted  in  your  sense,  an  integral  part  of  the  price  of  the 

would  in  reality  ofier  us  no  advan-  cession.     I   do  not  comprehend,  I 

tage :    you   add  only  that    there  confess,   such   a    distinction :    the 

might  occur  a  state  of  things  in  eighth  article  does  not,  it  is  true, 

which  it  would  offer  us  real  bene-  form  a  part  of  the  treaty   relating 

fits.     I  leave  you  to  judge  whether,  to  the  indemnity   in  money,  but  it 

from  a   general   view  of  circum-  forms  a  part  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 

stances,  from  the  maxims  of  politi-  sion,  and  to  annul  it  is  to  annul  also 

cal  economy  professed  in  the  United  the  article  which  stipulates  the  ces- 

States,  the  change  which  you  sug-  sion  itself;  (or  you  will  agree  with 

gest,  has  the  slightest  probability,  and  me  that  one  of  the  contracting  par- 

whether,  there]R>re,  it  is  natural  to  ties  cannot  rescind  a  treaty  in  or- 

presume  that  negotiators  can  have  der  to  retain  what  is  favourable  to 

had  the   puerility  to  stipulatate  a  itself,  and  reject  what  ia  unfavoura- 

clause  which,  except  in  some  all  but  ble  ;  and  the  passage  which   you 

impossible  event,  was  to  be  entirely  cite  on  this  subject,  from   a  work 

void  of  meaning.  published  by  Mr.  Barb4  Marbois, 

You  quote  to  me  the  second  ar-  seems  to  me  to  be  totally  immate- 

ticle  of  4he  first  treaty  concluded  rial  to  the  question, 

between   France  and    the   United  As  to  the  argument  you  draw 

States,  at  the  period  of  the  founda-  from  the  amount  of  the  pecuniary 

tion  of  the    American    Republic,  indemnity  paid  for  the  cession  of 

That  article  provided  that  France  Louisiana,   an    amount    so  much 

should  enjoy  all  favours  granted  by  greater,  according  to  you,  than  the 

the  United  States  to  other  nations  proper  price  of  that  cession,  that  it 

freely,  if  the  concession  was  freely  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been 

made,  and,  if  it  was  conditional,  for  necessary  to  add  to  it  further  ad. 

the  same  compensation.     From  this  vantages,  I  shall  not  undertake  to 

you  infer  that  the  eighth  article  of  calculate  the  value  of  that  beauti- 

the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana  ful  region  ;  I  vnll  not  inquire  wheth- 

must  be  understood   with  this   re-  er  the  United  States  are  disposed  or 

striction.     Just    the  reverse :   the  not  to  consider  as  advantageous  the 

single  fact  that  it  is  omitted  in  the  treaty   which    gave  it   to  them ; 

latter  treaty,  while  it  is  found  in  an  whether  they    would     consent  to 

analogous  and  antecedent  act,  re-  annul  that  treaty,  if  that  were  pos- 

moves  even  the  slightest  possibility  sible  :  I  will  only   say  that,  even  if 

of  supposing  it  to  be   understood,  it  did  grant  us  excessive  advantages, 

and  thiis  inference  is  not  one  of  the  which  I  am  far  from  allowing,  that 

least  proofs  in  support  ofouropin-  would  not  be  a  reason  for  taking 

ion.  them  away  from  us  if  they  flowed. 

You  remind  me  that  the  conven-  like  that  which  we  claim,  from  its 

tion  relating  to  the  cession  of  Lou-  express  provisions, 

isiana  and  to    the    rights    which  I  will  not  push  further  the  dis- 

France  reserved  to  herself  there,  is  cussion  of  the  passages  of  your  let- 

not  the  same  as  that  which   fixed  ter  which  have  appeared  to  me 

the  pecuniary  indemnity  stipulated  susceptible    of   refutation.     Many 

in  our  favour.     It  would  follow,  others  also  might-  furnish   ground 
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for  obfenrattont,  on  my  paxty  but  I 
have  thought  it  sufficient  to  oombat 
those  which  tended  to  accuse  of  in- 
consistency and  contradiction  the 
course  pursued  by  France  in  this 
prolonged  negotiation.  I  think  I 
have  completely  vindicated^  in  that 
respect^  the  policy  of^  the  king's 
government.  I  am  anxious  for  the 
time,  sir,  when  we  may  both  ad- 
vance frankly  in  a  direction  better 
suited  to  lead  to  an  accommodationi 
and  with  great  reluctance  only 
would  I  return  to  a  system  of  re- 
proaches and  recriminations,  of 
which  the  only  possible  result  is  to 
remove  further  and  further  the  end 
we  are  both  equally  solicitous  to 
attain.  You  are  too  enlightened  not 
to  feel  that,  if  it  is  possible  for  each' 
of  our  two  governments  to  find,  in 


the  numerous  papers  of  a  oorms- 
pondence  of  thirteen  years'  dim« 
tion,  the  means  of  embarraasiog  its 
adversary ;  of  entrapping  him,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  his  own  words; 
such  a  triumph  would  be  aa  little 
glorious  as  it  would  be  useless  to 
the  success  of  our  claims.    I  do  not 
fear  such  a^  contest ;  I  will  sustain 
it,  if  I  must;    but  I  prefer  to  hope 
that  a  new  direction  given  to  a  ne- 
gotiation heretofore  so  fruitless,  will 
enable  us  to  labour  more  effectually 
to  satisfy  the  interests  confided  to  os. 
Accept  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble 


Le  Pce.  ds  Poligk AC. 
Mr.  Rives,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[tbawslation. — ^Private.] 


Paria,  June  15,  1830. 

SVBLf 

I  have  received  the  private 
letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  me  the  2d  instant.  In  clear- 
ing up  the  doubts  which  had  arisen  in 
my  mind  relatively  to  the  proposition 
you  have  made  to  me  with  the  view 
of  compromising  the  differences  ex- 
isting between  the  two  governments, 
it  has  put  it  in  my  power  to  examine 
it  in  all  the  aspects  it  presents  ;  and 
although  that  examination  necessa- 
rily demands  much  research,  and 


the  verification  of  numerous  docu- 
ments, I  hope  to  be  able,  some  time 
hence,  to  let  you  know  its  result  I 
take  pleasure  in  expressing  to  you 
at  once,  the  lively  satisfitction  proda- 
ced  in  me  by  the  loyal  and  concilia- 
tory sentiments  you  exhibit,  and 
which  are  so  conformable  to  those 
by  which  the  king's  governmeot 
itself  is  animated. 

Accept  the.  assurances,  &c. 

Le  Prince  de  Poltgit ac. 

Mr.  Rives,  &c.,  dz;c.,  dsc. 


Parii,  June  25, 1830. 
MONSDSITE  LE  PrINCE, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  on 
the  19th  instant,  the  letter  which 
your  excellency  addressed  to  me 
under  the  date  of  the  15th.     I  have 


considered,  with  the  most  respect- 
ful attention,  the  additional  obser- 
vations  which  your  excellency  there 
presents  to  me  on  the  several  points 
in  discussion  between  us,  and  have 
still  to  regret  that  I  find  m3rself  un- 
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Mb  to  ooDciir  in  the  TiewB  express-  be  remedied  by  any  armgement 

ed  by  your  exceUency.  of  diplomacy. 

Your  excellency  first  offers  a        Your  excellency  suggests  that 

aeries  of  arguments  for  the  purpose  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States 

of  showing  that  France  is  entitled  might  have  been  expected,  at  least, 

to  demand  of  the  United  States  the  to  make  a  contingent  admission  of 

•dmisaion  of  the  claim  asserted  by  the  claim  asserted^by  France,  under 

her  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  the  Louisiana  treaty,  to  be  binding 

Louisiana  treaty,  a*  the  condition  of  only  in  the  event  of  an  adjustment 

any  examination  of  the  American  of  the  American  claims  by  the  go» 

claims.     This  condition,  so  contrary  vemment  of  France.     Thissugges* 

to  the  usual  course  and  true  ends  of  tion  proceeds  upon  a  misapprehen- 

negotiation,  is  alleged  to  result,  in  sion  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  objee* 

the  present  instance,  from  the  na-  tions  urged  by  the  United  States. 

ture  of  things,  inasmuch  as  the  The    government  of  the    United 

American  reclamations  are  complex  States  would,  at  onCe,  admit  the 

in  their  character,  requiring  an  exa-  construction  put  by  France  upon 

mination  of  details,  while  the  claim  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana 

of  France  is  simple,  which  a  single  treaty,  if  it  could  persuade  itself 

word    would    suffice  to    resolve,  that  that  construction  was  correct, 

Without  stopping  to  compare  the  without  seeking  to  connect  with  it 

claims  of  the  two  governments  in  this  any  condition  or  stipulation  for  its 

respect,  I  will  only  remark  that  I  own  benefit.     It  will  never  demand 

cannot  perceive,  in  the  simplicity  of  a  price  for  admitting  a  claim  which 

a  demand,  an  adequate  reason  for  it  believes  to  be  just  in  itself.     But 

its  acknowledgment,  as  demands  the  being  convinced,  ader  the  most  anx- 

most  inadmissible  in  principle,  are  ious  and  candid  search  of  the  true 

ofien,   and  indeed  generally,  'the  meaning  of  the  article  in  question, 

most  simple  and  absolute  in  form.  that  the  consti'uction  put  upon  it  by 

Your  excellency  next  remarks,  the  government  of  France  is  not 

that,  as  an  examination  of  the  Ame-  correct,  it  does  not  perceive   with 

rican  claims  would  involve  an  ad-  what  reason  it  can  be  required  to 

mission  of  them,  in  part  at  least,  assent  to  that  construction  as  the 

while  an  examination  of  the  claim  sole  condition  upon  which  it  can  oh- 

of  France,  under  her  construction  tain  justice  for  the  wrongs  of  its  ci« 

of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  would  pro.  tizens. 

bably  terminate  in  its  rejection,  a  Your  excellency  seems  to  labour 
mutual  engagement  of  the  two  go-  under  a  like  misapprehension  of 
vemments  to  examine,  at  the  same  what  has  been  said  by  the  govern- 
time,  their  respective  pretensions,  ment  of  the  United  Slates  respecting 
would  be  attended  with  a  real  ine-  the  want  of  connexion  between  these 
quality  to  the  disadvantage  of  two  subjects  and  the  unreasonable- 
France.  If  such  should  be  the  re*  ness  of  making  one  an  of&et  to  the 
suit  of  an  examination,  I  know  no  other.  Deducing  from  thence  the 
other  means  of  explaining  it,  but  the  supposition  that  the  government  of 
di£Sirence  existing  in  the  intrinsic  the  United  States  considers  itself 
character  of  the  pretensions  them-  entitled  to  refuse  a  discussion  of  the 
selves;  and  an  inequality  of  that  claim  of  France,  under  the  Louisi- 
sort,  created  by  the  immutable  prin-  ana  treaty,  until  its  own  claims  for 
dples  of  reaaoQ  and  justice,  cannot  indemnities  should  be  first  resolved, 
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your  excellency  remarks  that,  if  absolute  nullity  of  any  pretetennQil 
such  a  right  exists  for  the  United  that  would  lead  to  it,  now  results 
States,  it  belongs  equally  to  France ;  from  the  sole  pretension  of  France 
that  France,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  herself;  for  what  could  more  cam* 
might  demand,  not  only  the  acknow*  pletely  destroy  the  possibility  of 
lodgment^  but  the  satisfaction  of  her  any  negotiation,  than  to  demand  the 
claim,  before  she  would  consent  to  preliminary  admission  of  the  truth 
examine  the  reclamations  of  the  of  a  proposition,  (unconnected,  too. 
United  States ;  that,  if  neither  go-  with  tlie  real  subject  of  negoda- 
yemment  should  yield,  as  is  proba-  tion,)  which  one  of  the  parties  had 
ble,  no  negotiation  would  be  possi-  invariably  believed  to  be  unfounded 
ble;  and  that  it  may  be  boldly  af-  and  inadmissible  ? 
finned  that  a  right  leading  to  such  Having  answered,  satisfactorily  I 
consequences  can  exist  for  no  one.  trust,  the  observations  made  by 
I  will  first  remark  that  your  excel,  your  excellency  to  justify  the  posi- 
lency  is  entirely  mistaken  in  impu-  tion  recently  assumed  on  the  part 
ting  such  a  pretension  to  the  govern-  of  his  majesty's  government  with 
ment  of  the  United  States.  Its  regard  to  the  incipient  terms  of  ne- 
whole  procedure  has  been  altogether  gotiation,!  will  not  reiterate  what  I 
different.  When  the  reclamation  have  already  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
of  France,  founded  on  her  construe  dress  to  your  excellency  in  a  late 
tion  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Loui-  communication  respecting  the  true 
siana  treaty,  was  presented  to  the  nature  and  character  of  that  posi. 
American  government  at  Washing-  lion.  The  views  there  expressed 
ton,  it  did  not  refuse,  (whatever  coincide  too  plainly  with  the  spon- 
sanction  the  example  of  the  govern,  taneous  dictates  of  justice,  to  re* 
ment  of  France  might  have  afford-  quire  to  be  urged  on  the  acknow- 
ed  it  in  doing  so,)  to  consider  that  ledged  loyalty  of  his  majesty's  go- 
reclamation,  until  its  own  reclama-  vernment.  Not  doubting  the  re- 
tions  were  first  acknowledged  ;  but  suit  of  a  candid  exercise  of  that 
without  any  reference  to  that  sub-  loyalty  on  the  present  question,  I 
ject,  it  promptly  entered  into  an  ex-  pass  to  what  your  excellency  is 
amination  of  the  pretension  brought  pleased  to  say  concerning  the  re- 
fbrward  on  the  part  of  France,  can-  clamations  themselves,  which  form 
didly  discussed  all  the  arguments  the  objects  of  negotiation, 
adduced  in  support  of  it,  and  has  Your  excellency  first  informs  me 
ever  since  been  willing  to  renew  the  that  his  majesty's  government  has 
discussion  in  the  same  manner,  and  never,  in  any  manner,  recognised 
in  a  spirit  of  perfect  candour  and  the  justice  of  any  part  of  the  Ame- 
good  &ith,  whenever  the  govern-  rican  reclamations ;  but  that  it  has 
ment  of  France  should  desire  it.  always  held  its  opinion,  on  that 
While  such  has  been  the  procedure  point,  dependant  on  the  result  of  a 
of  the  government  of  the  United  verification  which  has  never  yet 
States,  the  government  of  France  taken  place.  If  this  be  the  caa^ 
has,  in  effect,  adopted  that  very  the  government  of  the  United  States 
course  which  your  excellency  says  has  been  labouring  under  a  great 
could  be  justified  only  as  a  retalia-  delusion.  It  certainly  had  flattered 
tion  of  a  similar  pretension  on  the  itself  that  its  long  and  patient  re- 
part  of  the  United  States;  and  the  presentations,  though  they  had  htth- 
consequence  which  your  excellency  erto  failed  to  be  crowned  by  that 
justly  invokes  as  demonstrating  the  final  and  practical  success  to  which 
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they  were  entitled,  had  not  been  al-  the  reclamations  themselves,  that  it 
together  fruitless  in  impressing  his  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  the  ulti- 
majesty's  government  with  the  jus-  mate  and  entire  conviction  of  his 
tice  of  the  reclamations  which  form-  majesty's  government  on  this  point* 
ed  the  subject  of  them.     This  be-  In  regard  to  the  general  question  of 
lief  was  derived  from  repeated  and  a  subsisting  responsibility  for  the 
explicit  declarations  of  his  majesty's  acts  of  the  former  government  of 
ministers,  which,  though  falling  far  France,  this  is  so  clearly  founded 
short  of  the  just  claims  of  our  citi-  on  the   acknowledged  maxims  of 
zens,  unequivocally  admitted    the  public  law,  the  usage  of  nations, 
justice  of  several  classes  of  those  and  the  repeated  recognition  of  the 
claims,  and  authorized  the  hope  that  principle  by  his  majesty's  govern- 
all  of  them,  intrinsically  founded  in  ment  itself,   both  in  its  foreign  and 
the  same  principles  of  justice,  would  domestic  transactions,  that  it  cannot 
ultimately  receive  the  same  mea-  be  necessary  to  discuss  such  a  ques. 
sure  of  redress.     I  need  not  detail  tion  with  one  so  intimately  acquaint- 
those  declarations  here,  as  your  ex-  ed  with  all  these  considerations  as 
cellency  will  find  many  of  them,  your  excellency  is ;    and,   indeed, 
particularly  those  of  the  Duke  de  the  observations  contained  in  your 
Richelieu,  the  Viscount  de   Mont,  excellency's  letter,  bearing,  as  they 
morency,   and     Monsieur    Villele,  do,  much  more  on  the  details  than, 
briefly  recapitulated  in  a  letter  ad-  the  principle  of  our   reclamations, 
dressed  by  my  predecessor,  on  the  assure  me  that  such  a  discussion 
19th  December,  1827,  to  his  excel-  would  be  altogether  superfluous, 
lency  Baron  de  Danias,  then  his       In  the  note  I  had  the  honour  to 
majesty's  secretary  of  state    for  address  to  your  excellency  on  the 
foreign  aflTairs,  which  is  presumed,  26th  of  the  last  month,  I  took  occa- 
of  course,  to  be  among  the  archives  sion  to  remark  that  the  responsibility 
of  your  department.     To  what  ex-  created  by  the  maxims  of  public  law 
tent  I  supposed  your  excellency  to  for  the  wrongs  committed  upon  our 
have  recognised  the  justice  of  these  citizens  by  the  former  government 
reclamations,    sufficiently  appears  of  France,  was  enforced,  at  the 
from  the  note  I  had  the  honour  to  same>time,  by  considerations  of  na- 
address  to  your  excellency  on  the  tural  equity,  because  the  nation  and 
17th  of  February  last,  which,  if  it  the  present  government  of  France 
had  inaccurately  stated  the  result  had  received  and  still  enjoyed  the 
of  the  repeated  discussions  that  had  benefit  of  those  wrongs  in  a  corres- 
taken  place  between  your  excellen-  ponding  diminution  of  the  4)ublic 
cy  and  myself  would   have   been  charges,  the  place  of  which   had 
followed,  it  was  to  be  presumed,  by  been  supplied  by  the  proceeds  of  the 
a  prompt  correction.  property  taken  from  our  citizens. 
However  discouraging  it  may  be  Your  excellency,  admitting  the  fact, 
to  the  government  of  the   United  remarks,  that  you  do  not  perceive 
States,  after  all  that  has  passed,  to  in  what  manner  it  strenghtens  the 
learn  that  no  progress  has  yet  been  American  reclamations,  as  there  is 
made  in  convincing  his  majesty's  no  claim  of  pecuniary  indemnity  in 
government  of  the  justice  of  the  re-  support  of  which  it  may  not  be 
clamations  in  question,  such  is  its  equally  alleged.     This  remark  of 
confidence,  both  in  the  honourable  your  excellency,  however,  seems 
and  enlightened  spirit  of  his  majes-  not  to  have  been  duly  considered, 
ty's  councils,  and  in  the  merits  of  for  cases  may  occur,  and  have  oc- 
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eurredt  in  which  property  wrested  ble  for  the  trespasoes  of  that  govern* 
from  its  owners  by  .the  violence  of  ment  on  the  property  of  neutrals, 
a  lawless  government)   has    in  no  The  history,  as  well  as  the  particu- 
manner  contributed  to  lessen  the  lar  dispositions  of  the  treaties  of 
burdens  of  the  nation  by  whose  go-  Paris,  prove  that  violent  and  fbrdble 
vernmeut  the  act  was  committed,  wrongs  were  not,  in  general,  com- 
In  these  cases,  the  obligation  of  the  prehended  in  those  treaties  anxmg 
succeeding  government  to  repair  the  the  acts  of  the  preceding  govern- 
wrong,  though  not  less  clear  accord-  ment,  for  which  the  restored  go^ 
ing  to  the  established  principles  of  vernment  was    made    responaiblsy 
public  law,  may  sometimes  present  because  injuries  of  that  descriptioDy 
an  appearance  of  hardship.     When  in  the  case  of  belligerents,  were  con- 
the  nation,  however,  has  received,  sidered  as  calamities  of  war,  and  the 
and  still  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  natural  consequences  of  the  portion 
propertytaken,all  the  appearance  of  in  which  the  contracting   powers 
hardship  ceases,  and  the  reparation  stood  to  each  other.     In  that  view, 
dema^ided  is  not  so  much  an  indcm-  they  would  not  have  constituted  a 
nity  as  a  simple  act  of  restitution,  subject  of  reclamation  against  the 
the  refusal  of  which  would  be  equi-  preceding  government  itself^  and,  <^ 
valent  to  the  original  perpetration  of  course,  not  agamst  the  restored  go- 
the  wrong.  vernment.     The  property  of  neu- 
Your    excellency,    in   referring  trals,  however,  being  lawfully  ex- 
again  to  the  treaties  of  1614  and  empt  from  all  violence,  any  forcible 
1815,  says,  that  you  had  not  cited  invasion  of  that  property  by  the 
them  as  obligatory  upon  the  United  preceding  government,  constituted. 
States,  but  only  as  a  precedent  of  at  the  least,  as  strong  a  subject  of 
respectable  authority.    Taken  with  .  reclamation  against  the  present  go. 
the  qualifications  which  a  diiference  vernment  of  France,  the  general 
of  circumstances  necessarily  impo-  principle  of  responsibility  being  onoe 
ses,  the  government  of  the  United  established,  as  any  contracts  of  the 
States  is  far  from  declining  the  ap-  preceding  government  with  the  sub- 
plication  of  this  precedent.     On  the  jects  of  belligerents, 
contrary,  the  principle  of  it  gives        Your  excellency  seems  to  admit 
conclusive  support  to  our  reclama-  the  justness  of  this  conclusion,  in 
tions.     In  the  note  which  I  had  endeavouring  to  show,  by  a  state- 
lately  the  honour  to  address  to  your  ment    which,  I  must   confess,   has 
excellency,  I  stated  the  difference  altogether   surprised  me,  that  the 
of  circumstances  which  rendered  the  United  States  cannot  claim  the  cha- 
particular  rules  of  those  treaties  in-  racter  of  neutrals  in  regard  to  tbe 
applicable  to  the  United  States ;  but  imperial    government  of    Prance, 
the  fundamental  principle  of  respon-  Your  excellency  remarks  that,  if 
sibility  for  the  acts  of  the  preceding  there  was  not  war  between  them 
government  of  France,  which  is  re-  there  was  a  state  of  demi-hosdlity 
cognised  and  established  by  those  at  least,  resulting,  at  once,  from  the 
treaties,  applies  with  all  its  force  in  measures  taken  by  France,  and  the 
favour  of  the  reclamations  of  the  reprisals  exercised  by  the  govem- 
United  States.    On  the  same  prin-  ment  of  the  United  States ;  reprisals, 
ciple  that  the  present  government  your  excellency  adds,  much  more 
of  France  is  responsible  for  the  con-  contrary  to  the  principles  of  public 
tracts  of  the  preceding  government  law  than  the  acts  which  had  occa- 
in  the  case  of  belligerents,  is  it  lia-  sioned  them.      I   cannot    suppose 
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your  excellency  to  be  unacquainted  field  of  discussion,  the  government 
with  the  outrageous  character  of  of  the  United  States  will  be,  at  all 
the  measures  of  the  imperial  go-  times,  ready  to  vindicate  the  un. 
vernment,  which,  in  violation  of  the  questionable  legality  of  its  own  mea- 
acknowled|2;ed  principles  of  public  sures,  as  well  as  to  demonstrate  the 
law,  and  the  faith  of  .treaties,  sunk  iniquitous  and  unwarrantable  cha- 
and  burnt  our  unoffending  vessels  racter  of  the  measures  of  theimpe« 
on  the  high  seas,  arrested  and  cap-  rial  authority, 
tured  the  lawful  commerce  of  our  Before  I  leave  this  branch  of  the 
citizens  on  the  same  element,  or  subject,  1  cannot  avoid  noticing  an 
seized  and  confiscated  their  property  idea,  which  so  frequently  recurs  in 
in  the  ports  of  France.  What,  then,  both  of  your  excellency's  recent 
was  the  character  of  those  measures  communications,  that  I  must  sup* 
adopted  by  the  government  of  the  pose  no  small  import€uice  is  attach- 
United  States,  which  your  excel-  ed  to  it.  The  stipulations  of  the 
lency  says  were  still  more  contrary  treaties  of  Paris  are  represented  as 
to  the  principles  of  public  law  than  rigorous  conditions  imposed  by  vic- 
this  dark  catalogue  of  outrages  7  torious  enemies,  who,  mistresses  of 
First,  an  embargo  laid  on  our  own  France,  had  nothing  but  their  own 
vessels  to  keep  them  from  that  the-  will  to  put  bounds  to  their  demands; 
atre  on  which  they  were  exposed  to  and  it  seems  to  be  implied  that  the 
those  licentious  depredations ;  and,  great  principle  of  responsibility  for 
finally,  a  suspension  of  commercial  the  acts  of  the  preceding  govern- 
intercourse  with  France — a  mea-  ment,  which  those  stipulations  ac- 
sure  equally  extended  lo  her  enemy,  knowledged  and  established,  was 
England,  who  had,  st  the  same  time,  extorted  by  superior  force,  in  oppo- 
violated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  sition  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
United  States,  and  accompanied  public  law.  It  is  not  for  roe  to 
with  a  proposition  to  both,  that,  judge  how  far  this  solution  accords 
whenever  either  of  them  should  with  the  elevated  spirit  and  noble 
cease  to  violate  those  rights,  the  in*  pride  of  the  French  government  and 
tercourse  with  that  power  should  nation  on  the  one  hand,  or  with  the 
be  immediately  renewed,  while  it  consideration  due  to  the  conduct 
should  remain  suspended  with  the  and  motives  of  his  majesty's  allies 
other,  if  it  did  not  likewise  cease  on  the  other.  But  I  may  be  per- 
from  its  aggressions  on  our  com-  mitted  to  appeal  to  the  nature  of 
roerce.  If,  in  the  execution  of  this  the  transaction  itself,  and  its  attend- 
moderate  and  pacific,  and  unques-  ant  circumstances,  as  affording  con- 
tionably  lawful  system  of  measures,  trary  presumptions  of  the  strongest 
the  property  of  a  single  French  character.  The  allied  sovereigns 
subject  was  ever  confiscated  or  con-  were  not  the  enemies  of  the  govern- 
demned,  the  fact  has  hitherto  been  ment  on  which  the  fulfilment  of 
unknown  to  the  government  of  the  these  national  obligations  devolved. 
United  States.  In  what  circum-  The  war  which  they,  prosecuted 
stance,  therefore,  your  excellency  was  made  exclusively,  in  the  terms 
has  found  cause  for  this  strong  de*  of  their  own  declaration,  ''against 
nunciation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bonaparte  and  his  adherents." 
United  States  towards  the  imperial  They  were  the  friends  and  allies  of 
government  of  France,  I  am  at  a  the  restored  government,  and  came 
loss  to  know.  If  your  excellency  into  France  expressly  for  the  pur- 
shall  think  proper  to  enter  into  that  pose  of  re-establishing  it.  They  felt 
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and  declared  that  it  ^*  was  necessa-  the  true  meaning  of  the  text,  is,  for 

ry  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  reason,  tlie  more  questionable. 

Europe,  that  France,  under  her  le-  But  the  truth  is,  that  France  does 

gitimate  kings,  should  be  great  and  not  deny,  but  impliedly  admits,  the 

powerful."     Under  the  influence  of  meaning  attributed  to  the  text  by 

such  interests,    their  transactions  the  government  of  the  United  States, 

with  the  restored  government  could  when  she  puts  the  whole   force  of 

have  been  in  no  other  spirit  than  one  her  argument  in  the -simple  asser- 

of  lenity   and  indulgence,    falling  tion  of  fact  that  the  compensatkm 

short  of,  instead  of  transcending,  the  which  the  United  States  allege  to 

limits  of  strict  right ;  and  whatever  be  required  by  the  true  meaning  of 

exceptions  might  be  taken  to  prin-  of  the  text,  in  the  case  of  a  coodi* 

ciples  acknowledged  between  par-  tional  grant  of  commercial  favours, 

ties,  treating  under  such  circum-  has  actually  been  paid  in  advance 

stances,  as    precedents  applicable  by  France.     What  little    founda- 

to  others,  an  excess  of  rigour  ne-  tion  there  is  for  that  argument*  I 

ver  can  be  objected.  have    elsewhere    endeavoured    to 

I  will  not  follow  your  excellency  show, 
in  the  observations  you  have  made  Your  excellency  next  remarks* 
on  the  construction  of  the  eighth  that  I  agree,  myself,  that  the  article 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  in  question,  interpreted  in  our  sense, 
Your  excellency  first  remarks,  in  would  not  offer  any  real  advantage 
in  answer  to  the  surprise  I  had  tes.  to  France,  that  I  only  say  that 
tified  at  the  exclunve  right  of  in-  there  might  happen  a  state  of  things 
terpretation  which  France  seems  to  in  which  it  would  present  a  real  ad- 
claim,  that  the  government  of  vantage.  And  your  excellency 
France  does  not  interpret  the  arti-  then  appeals  to  me  to  say,  whether, 
cle  in  question — that  it  invokes  its  according  to  the  principles  of  politi- 
text — ^that  it  is  the  government  of  cal  economy  professed  mthe  United 
the  United  States  which  comments  States,  that  state  of  things  is  at  all 
upon  it,  for  the  purpose  of  enfor-  likely  to  occur,  and  if  it  is  natu- 
cmg  the  signification  it  gives  it,  and  rsd  to  presume  that  negotiaton 
thus,  contrary  to  all  the  principles  would  have  had  the  puerility  to  sti- 
of  the  subject,  seeks  to  interpret  pulate  a  clause  which,  except  in  an 
that  which,  being  sufficiently  clear  event  almost  impossible,  would  h% 
and  precise  in  itself,  requires  no  altogether  unmeaning.  Your  ex- 
interpretation.  But  I  cannot  per-  cellency,  however,  is  mistaken  in 
ceive  how  this  remark  removes  the  saying  that  I  had  agreed  that  the 
objection.  The  government  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treft- 
United  States  also  invokes  the  text  ty,  interpreted  in  our  sense,  offers  no 
of  the  article  in  question:  it  con-  real  advantage  to  France.  On  the 
tends  for  the  true  meaning  of  that  contrary,  I  endeavoured  to  ahow 
text,  which  it,  too,  considers  per*  that  it  offers,  at  all  times,  a  aub- 
fectly  cl6ar  and  precise  ;  and  if  it  stantial  and  important  advantage  to 
hassupported  its  exposition  by  some  FrnncQ, in  obliging  the  UnitedStates 
very  obvious  reasons,  while  France  to  extend  commercial  favours  to 
may  be  content  merely  to  assert  her,  which  it  is  purely  optional  with 
hers  without  any,  it  is  not  perceived  them  to  extend  or  not  to,  other  na- 
that  the  correctness  of  its  exposi.  tions.  Tho  advantage  is  not  the 
tion,  or  its  equal  right  to  judge  of  less  real  because  the  United  States, 
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according  to  their  present  system  of  citly  explained  in  the  sense  which 
commercial  policy,   make  no  dis-  your  excellency  pronounces  to  be 
criminations  among  the  nations  with  unmeaning, 
whom' they  trade.      What  other  Your  excellency  says  that,  as  the 
nations  enjoy  precariously,  by  cour*  explanatory  clause  which   accom* 
tesy,  and  for  the  moment,  France  panics  the  second  article  of  the  trea. 
holds  securely  iy  rights  and   for  ty  of  1778,  is  not  contained  in  the 
ever.     Your  excellency  appeals  to  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1803, 
me  to  say,  whether  it  is  at  all  pro.  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  its  omis- 
bable  that  the  present  system  of  sion,  that  the  parties  had  a  dii!erent 
commercial  policy  of  the  United  meaning.     But  I  would  ask  your 
States  will  be  changed?    To  this  I  excellency  if  it  is  not  more  reason- 
can  only  answer,  that  the  system  able  to  suppose  that  the  two  na« 
of  general   reciprocity  was  never  tions  having  in  their  first  treaty^ 
established  by  law  in  the  United  for  greater  certainty,  explained  what 
States  until  the  year  1815,  twelve  they  intended  by  the  stipulation  of 
years  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  being  placed  on  the  footing  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty  ;  that  it  is  subject  most  favoured  nation,  it  was  thence* 
to  be  modified  or  revoked  at  any  forward  deemed  unnecessary  to  re- 
moment  by  the  will  of  the  national  peat  the  explanatory  words,   and 
legislature,  and  that  I  can  well  con-  that  stipulations  of  a  similar  nature 
ceive  many  cases  in  which  it  may  would  be  always  understood    by 
be  both  the  will  and  the  interest  of  them  in  the  same  sense,  without  the 
the  nation  to  grant  commercial  fa.  definition  already  given,  especially 
cilities  and  advantages  to  one  power,  as  the  terms  Uiemselves,  though 
and  withhold  them   from  another,  general,    intrinsically   carried   the 
With  regard  to  the  views  of  the  ne«  same  and  no  other  nieaning.     Ac- 
gotiators,  I  am  fax  from  seeing  any  cordingly,  in  every  subsequent  corn- 
puerility  in  stipulating  for  the  per.  mercial   arrangement  between  the 
manent  and  indefeasible  enjoyment,  two  countries,  though  several   of 
through  all  future  time,  of  a  favour,  them  have  contained  similar  stipula- 
able    basis   of    commercial   inter,  tions,  which,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
course,  which  would  otherwise  have  were  meant,  and  have  always  been 
been  subject  to  all  the  modifica-  understood,  in  the  same  sense,  the 
tions  and  vicissitudes  that  the  un-  explanatory  words  have  been  in- 
restrained  will  or  accidental  policy  variably  omitted.     This  natural  and 
of  a  foreign  government  might  in-  reasonable  supposition  is  in  strict 
troduce.     At  all  events,  as  the  ne-  conformity  to  a  rule  of  interpreta- 
gotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1603  can  tion  laid  down  by  one  of  the  highest 
hardly   be  supposed  to  have  fore-  authorities  on  such  subjects,  ( Vattel» 
seen  the  adoption  of  a  general  re-  law  of  nations,  book  ii.  chap,  xvii* 
ciprocity  system  in  the  United  States  sec.  264;)  where  it  is  said,  that  if 
in  1815,  I  can  perceive  no  more  two  contracting  parties  have,  in  a 
ground   for  ascribing  puerility  to  former  treaty,  "  clearly  shown  their 
them  in  the  stipulation  of  a  clause  intention  with  respect  to  any  things 
such  as  the  eighth  article  of  the  we  ought  to  give  the  same  sense  to 
Louisiana  treaty  is  understood  by  what  they  may  have  said  more 
the  United  States  to  be,  than  to  the  generally  or  obscurely,    in   a  pof. 
negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1778  in  teiior  treaty,  on  the  same  affair." 
stipulating  the  second  article  of  that  Your  excellency  seems  not  to 
treaty,  which,  on  its  face,  is  expli-  have  apprehended    correctly    the 
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purpoM  for  which  I  relferred  to  the  the  cession  ;  it  being  clear,  your  ex. 
fact,  that  the  conventions  which  fix.  cellency  adds,  that  one  of  the  con- 
ed the  price  to  be  given  for  the  ces*  tracting  parties  cannot  rescind  so 
sion  of  Louisiana  were  distinct  from  much  of  a  treaty  as  is  against  it, 
the  treaty  which  contains  the  article  maintaining  that  which  is  in  its  &. 
under  which  the  commercial  advan.  vour.  Your  excellency  may  rest 
tages  in  question  are  claimed.  The  assured  that  the  government  of  the 
purpose  was  this  :  As  if  to  swell  United  States  has  no  disposition  to 
those  advantages  to  an  importance  rescind  any  of  its  obligations  arising 
beyond  their  obvious  and  natural  from  this  or  any  other  treaty,  though 
dimensions,  they  had  been  oflen  re-  it  has  heretofore  supposed  that  it 
presented,  on  the  part  of  France,  had  some  right  to  judge  what  the 
as  the  principal  part  of  the  price  real  nature  and  extent  of  those  obli- 
given  for  the  acquisition  of  Louisi-  gallons  are. 
ana.  This  idea  seemed  to  be  very  I  have  but  the  same  answer  to 
naturely  repelled  by  the  fact,  that  make  to  another  obeervation  of 
all  which  related  to  the  equivalents  your  exeellency  on  what  I  had  said 
for  the  cession  was  contained  in  in*  respecting  the  amount  of  the  price 
struments  of  which  the  clause  in  actually  obtained  for  Louisiana, 
question  formed  no  part ;  while  it  which,  according  to  the  authentic 
was  founded  in  another  instrument,  authority  just  mentioned,  was  thirty 
the  object  of  which  was  merely  to  millions  of  francs  more  than  the 
attest  the  cession,  to  arrange  the  sum  deemed  adequate  by  the  ven- 
transfer,  and  to  regulate  the  future  dor.  From  thence  I  drew  the  con- 
political  and  commercial  condition  elusion,  that,  when  the  government 
of  the  territory.  This  separation  of  France  had  secured  a  price  for 
of  the  instruments,  and  their  respec-  this  territory  so  much  beyond  its 
tive  subjects,  appeared,  moreover,  own  estimate  of  its  value,  it  was 
from  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  not  very  probable  that  it  should  en. 
negotiators,  to  be  the  result  of  an  deavour  still  farther  to  enhance  that 
express  agreement  of  the  negotia-  price  in  the  shape  of  extraordi- 
tors,  for  reasons  stated,  ta  treat  of  nary  commercial  exactions,  which 
the  cession  and  the  price  of  it  se.  are  believed  to  be  wholly  unwar« 
parately,  and  to  make  of  them  di.  ranted  by  the  language  of  the  trea- 
stinct  acts.  In  this  state  of  things,  ty.  Your  excellency,  however, 
if  the  commercial  advantages  in  remarks  that,  if  the  treaty  had 
question  had  formed,  as  is  alleged,  granted  excessive  advantages  to 
the  principal  part  of  the  price  of  Prance,  this  would  be  no  reason  for 
the  cession,  would  not  the  clause  re.  depriving  her  of  them.  This  is  rea- 
serving  them  have  found  its  place  dily  admitted.  The  question,  bow- 
in  the  conventions  which  fixed  the  ever,  always  recurs,  have  the  ad- 
price,  and  not  in  the  treaty  of  ces-  vantages  claimed  been  really  grant- 
sion  T  It  was  with  this  simple  and  ed  ?  and,  on  that  question,  the  go- 
direct  view  that  the  reference  in  vemment  of  the  United  States  coo- 
question  was  made,  and  not  certain-  siders  itself  entitled  to  an  opinion, 
ly  from  any  idea  that  the  clause  is  which  it  has  formed  afler  the  most 
less  sacred  in  the  treaty  of  cession  careful  investigation,  and  supported 
than  it  would  be  in  the  conventions,  by  proofs  which  it  believes  have 
or  with  any  expectation  of  giving  not  yet  been  confuted, 
rise  to  your  excellency's  remark,  The  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
that,  to  annul  it,  would  be  to  annul  close  of  your  excellency's  communi- 
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cation  are  reciprocated  with  an  en-  unexpected  obstacle  was  interposed 
tire  and  hearty  concurrence.  No-  in  a  subject  of  controversy,  on  the 
thing  can  be  more  remote  from  the  part  of  France,  wholly  foreign, 
wishes  of  the  government  of  the  both  in  its  origin  and  principles,  to 
United  States  than  to  enter  into  a  the  reclamations  of  the  United 
system  of  reproach  and  reerimina-  States,  and  in  regard  to  which  the 
tion.  It  would  be  as  unbecoming  two  governments  had  constantly 
its  own  character  as  inconsistent  differed  in  opinion  afler  thorough 
with  the  respect  which  it  sincerely  and  repeated  discussions.  The  go- 
entertains  for  that  of  his  majesty's  vemment  of  the  United  States,  un- 
government.  The  language  of  re-  able  to  perceive  any  possible  con- 
proach,  therefore,  it  never  has  and  nexion  between  the  two  subjects, 
never  will  employ.  If,  at  any  time,  and  believing  that  each  should  be 
it  has  dwelt  with  earnestness  on  par-  decided  independently  on  its  own 
ticular  &cts«  which  seemed  to  carry  merits,  refused  for  a  time,  as  it  was 
in  themselves  a  sentence  of  re-  well  justified  in  doing,  to  blend  them 
proach,  it  has  always  been  with  re-  in  the  same  negotiation.  At  length, 
luctance,  and  only  in  reply  to  ob-  however,  from  deference  to  the 
servations  made  on  behalf  of  his  wishesof  his  majesty's  government, 
majesty's  government,  of  a  tone  and  with  an  anxious  desire  to  ter- 
and  character  so  strongly  marked  minate,  if  possible,  all  differences 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  pass  between  the  two  governments,  a 
them  in  silence.  I  learn,  there-  blended  discussion  of  the  two  sub- 
fore,  with  sincere  satisfaction,  that,  jects  has  taken  place.  What  efifect 
so  far  as  depends  on  your  excelien-  may  be  produced  on  the  opinions  of 
cy,  there  will  be  no  farther  occasion  his  majesty's  government  by  the 
for  unpleasant  discussion  ;  and  that  additional  views  I  have  had  the  ho- 
your  excellency  sincerely  wishes  nour  to  express  to  your  excellency 
for  the  time  when  we  may  advance  in  this  communication,  I  cannot,  of 
in  ways  better  calculated  to  lead  to  course,  know,  but,  as  yet,  no  change 
accommodation.  appears  to  have  been  produced  on 
I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  either  side.  Is  this  difference  of 
the  time  has  arrived  when  all  the  im-  opinion  on  a  foreign  and  irrelevant 
portantinterestsinvolved  in  a  cordial  question,  should  it  unfortunately 
good  understanding  of  the  two  go-  continue,  for  ever  to  obstruct  the  re- 
vemments  impressively  demand  a  dress  due  for  the  unquestionable 
settlement  of  the  existing  subject  of  wrongs  of  our  citizens?  Though 
discussion.  I  need  not  remind  your  the  government  of  the  United  States 
excellency  how  long  and  how  pa-  has  become  more  and  more  con- 
tiently  the  government  of  the  Uni-  vinced,  by  each  renewed  discussion, 
ted  States  has  sought  redress  for  the  of  the  correctness  of  its  construc- 
flagrant  and  multiplied  wrongs  in-  tion  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
flicted  upon  its  citizens  by  the  au-  Louisiana  treaty,  it  has,  for  the  sake 
thorities  of  France ;  how  frequent-  of  conciliation,  and  to  afibrd  his 
ly  that  redress  has  been  postponed  majesty's  government  a  decisive 
6om  collateral  considerations,  un-  proof,  both  of  the  sincerity  of  its 
connected  with  the  merits  of  the  re-  convictions  and  of  the  equity  of  its 
clamations  themselves ;  how  all  dispositions,  proposed  to  refer  this 
these  alleged  causes  of  postpone-  question  to  the  decision  of  impar- 
ment  had  successively  disappeared,  tial  and  enlightened  arbiters.  It 
one  afler  another,  when  a  new  and  certainly  cannot  be  expected  to  do 
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more  towards  an  accommodation 
which  sbaJl  finally  settle  all  the 
subjects  of  discussion  between  the 
two  governments.  The  rest  de- 
pends on  his  majesty's  government 
alone ;  and  the  government  of  the 
United  States  feels  a  thorough  con- 
fidence that  the  result  will  answer 
to  that  character  of  loyalty  and 
justice  which  has  so  eminently  dis- 


tinguished  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment in  all  other  transactioDS* 
I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept 
the  assurances  of  the  high  con- 
sideration with  which  1  have 
the  honour  to  ^,  your  excel- 
lency's most  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant, 

W,  C.  Rives- 
His  Ex'cy  the  Prikc£  db  Poligkac, 


No.  36. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  July  17, 1830. 


Notwithstanding  the  many  dis- 
couragements I  have  experienced, 
and  the  obstacles  opposed  to  an 
efiective  prosecution  of  the  negotia- 
tion for  indenrmities,  I  have  con- 
tinued to  employ  every  efJbrt  in  my 
power  to  stimulate  the  attention  of 
the  French  government  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  bring  it  to  some  practi- 
cal result.  On  the  3d  instant  I 
called  on  Baron  Deffandis  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  more  pre- 
cisely when  I  might  expect  to  re- 
ceive the  projet  of  a  treaty  they  had 
promised  to  send  me.  He  had  told 
me,  in  a  former  interview,  that  they 
would  send  it  to  me  in  the  course  of 
the  present  month  ;  but,  on  this  oc- 
casion, he  said  that  count  Beugnot, 
the  president  of  the  bureau  of  com- 
merce,  with  whom  the  minister 
wished  to  consult  before  he  sent 
me  his  projet,  had  gone  to  the  coun- 
try  to  attend  the  elections  ;  that  he 
would  not  return  until  towards  the 
end  of  the  month  ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  projet  could  not  be  sent  to 
me  till  some  time  in  the  month  of 
August.  I  observed  to  him  that  this 
delay  was  unexpected  and  dis- 
couraging, and  that  I  hoped  it  would 


be  avoided,  if  possible,  as  a  question 
so  fruitful  of  irritation  and  discon- 
tent in  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries ought  not  to  remain  longer  un- 
settled. To  this  he  answered  by 
general  promises  to  mature  the  bu- 
siness for  a  final  decision  as  soon  as  . 
possible. 

The  minister  having  promised,  in 
one  of  my  interviews  with  him,  to 
communicate  to  me  the  report  of 
the  commission  he  had  charged  with 
the  examination  of  our  claims,  I 
availed  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
mention  to  Baron  Defiandis  the  pro. 
mise  of  the  minister,  and  added  that, 
as  the  commission  had  advised 
against  the  payment  of  our  claims, 
it  seemed  to  be  but  fair  to  a6brd  us 
an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  views 
and  facts  on  which  that  advice  had 
been  founded.  He  replied  that  the 
report  of  the  conmiission  was  not  at 
all  in  form,  having  been  drawn  up 
hastily  ;  that  it  was  a  confidential 
paper;  and  that  the  minister,  not 
having  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  it,  could  not  have  formed  a 
full  estimate  of  these  considerations. 
I  did  not  feel  myself  authorized  to 
press  the  request,  nor  did  I,  indeed, 
consider  it  very  important.  The 
maimer  of  decluiing  it,  however,  led 


PUBLIC  DCXJUMENTS.  271 

me  to  believe,  what  I  had  already  produce  the  effect  I  had  hoped  from 
suspected,  that,  however  adverse,  it  under  existing  circumstances* 
practically,  the  report  was  to  the  The  minister,  while  professing,  as 
payment  of  our  claims,  it  admitted  usual,  the  most  friendly  dispositions 
principles  which  ought  to  have  led  towards  the  United  States,  recurred 
to  a  different  conclusion*  to  the  position  heretofore  taken  re- 
Wishing  to  keep  the  subject  alive  specting  the  Louisiana  pretensiooy 
and  in  progress,  if  possible,  in  the  and  said  it  would  be  impossible  lor 
mind  of  the  minister,  as  well  as  in  France  to  pay  the  claims  of  the 
that  of  his  under-secretary,  and  be«  United  States  for  indemnities,  unless 
lieving  that  the  capture  of  Algiers  the  United  States  would  at  the  scune 
(the  intelligence  of  which  arrived  time  satisfy  her  claim  under  the 
here  on  the  9th  instant,  but  too  late  Louisiana  treaty, 
to  be  communicated  to  you  by  the  I  remarked  that,  afler  the  pro- 
packet  of  the  10th,)  was  likely  to  mise  he  had  made  me  to  send  me 
give  rise  to  some  questions  with  fo-  the  projet  of  a  treaty,  I  was  not  at 
^reign  powers,  and  England  particu-  all  prepared  for  this  inflexible  ad- 
larly,  which  would  make  it  the  more  herence,  on  his  part,  to  the  Louisi- 
important  to  France  to  conciliate  the  ana  pretension.  He  said  they  were 
friendship  of  the  United  States,  I  now  engaged  in  preparing  the  pro- 
obtained  an  interview  with  the  mi-  jet  he  had  promised  to  send  me, 
nister  on  the  12th  instant.  With-  but,  to  be  candid  with  me,  that  pro- 
out  referring,  in  express  terms,  to  jet  would  be  founded  either  on  an 
the  Algerine  question,  I  endeavour-  express  recognition  of  the  Louisiana 
ed  to  intimate  to  him,  with  sufficient  claim,  or  the  substitution  of  some 
intelligibility,  that  the  friendship  of  other  advantage  of  like  perpetuity, 
the  United  States  might  become  of  I  told  him  that  a  projet  of  that  sort 
very  high  importance  to  France;  never  could  be  acceded  to,  and  could 
that  the  question  of  indemnities  for  be  viewed  by  us,  indeed,  in  no  other 
past  wrongs,  however,  involving  as  light  than  a  virtual  and  final  refu- 
it  did  the  primary  considerations  of  sal  of  our  just  demands.  The  in- 
national  honour  and  justice,  was  terview,  however,  terminated  with 
DOW  at  the  root  of  all  the  relations  the  understanding  that  a  projet 
between  the  two  countries ;  that,  should  be  sent  to  me  as  soon  as 
till  that  question  was  settled,  there  practicable,  that  it  might  be  seen 
could  be  no  cordial  good  understand-  whether  any  thing  could  be  made 
ing  between  them ;  that,  on  the  con-  of  it. 

trary,  a  continued  refusal  of  France  It  was  perfectly  apparent  to  me 
to  do  us  justice  must  be  expected  to  throughout  the  whole  of  this  conver- 
lead  to  an  interruption,  in  some  sation,  that  the  mind  of  the  minister 
form  or  other,  of  the  beneficial  re-  had  been,  and  was  still  so  occupied 
lations  yet  subsisting ;  and  that  thus  with  other  questions  more  nearly 
two  nations  which,  in  their  natural  affecting  him,,  that  he  had  not  re- 
circumstances  and  position,  had  cently  bestowed  any  attention  on 
every  motive  to  cultivate  friendship  the  subject  of  our  cUums.  I  deter- 
with  each  other,  might  become  not  mined,  therefore  to  call  again  on 
only  alienated  in  sentiment,  but  hos-  Baron  Deffandas,  which  I  did  on 
tile  in  fact.  This  appeal,  though  the  14th  instant.  I  told  him  that 
made  with  all  the  directness  and  the  Prince  de  Polignac,  in  conver* 
freedom  which  the  tone  of  respectful  sation  I  had  had  with  him  two  days 
representation    admitted,    did    not  before,    had  surprised    me    very 
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much  by  informing  me  that  it  was  land  is  very  much  opposed  to  this 
intended,  in  a  project  of  a  treaty  permanent  occupation  by  Prance» 
which  they  had  promised  to  send  and  Russia  not  disposed  to  favour 
me,  still  to  insist  on  a  full  acknow-  it.  It  is  said,  and  I  believe  truly, 
ledgment  of  the  Louisiana  preten-  that  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs 
sion,  or  the  grant,  in  lieu  of  it,  of  had  verbally  declared,  to  the  repre- 
some  privilege  of  equal  duration  ;  sentatives  of  the  European  powers 
that  I  had  been  induced  to  hope  supposed  to  be  principally  interest- 
that  the  projet  they  had  promised  ed,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
to  send  me  might  be  the  means  of  France  to  keep  permanent  posses- 
leading  to  an  adjustment  of  existing  sion  of  Algiers  in  the  event  of  its 
difficulties ;  that  a  project  of  the  conquest.  No  such  declaration, 
character  mentioned,  however,  however,  was  made  in  writing.  At 
could  have  no  such  effect,  and  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the  expe- 
would,  indeed,  be  altogether  illu-  dition,  a  circular  was  address^  to 
sory ;  that,  in  this  state  of  things,  the  representatives  of  the  great 
it  became  the  more  important  to  powers,  as  they  are  called — Russia, 
have  their  projet  as  speedily  as  Austria,  Prussia,  and  England — ^in- 
possible,  that  we  might  see  if  it  af-  forming  them  that,  if  Algiers  should 
forded  any  real  prospect  of  an  ad-  be  taken,  its  ulterior  destiny  should 
justment,  the  object  of  my  govern,  be  made  the  subject  of  diplomatic 
ment  being  to  know  truly  the  final  conferences  here,  and  requesting 
determination  of  his  majesty's  go-  them  to  obtain  instructions  from 
vemment  with  regard  to  claims  their  respective  courts  with  reference 
which  had  now  been  pending  for  to  that  contingency.  Further  than 
twenty  years.  Baron  Deffandis,  this,  the  government  of  France  does 
in  reply,  intimated  that  the  minister  not  probably  consider  itself  commit- 
had  been  so  much  occupied  with  ted  to  foreign  powers.  In  this  state 
other  very  weighty  matters,  that  he  of  things,  I  have  been  glad  to  per- 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  conver-  ceive  that  considerable  anxiety  is 
sant  with  all  the  details  of  this,  and  felt,  in  several  quarters,  to  know 
promised  me  that,  within  a  very  what  will  be  the  views  of  the  go- 
few  days  afler  the  return  of  Count  vemment  of  the  United  States  on 
Buegnot  to  Paris,  which  was  now  the  subject*  Lord  Stewart,  the 
expected  about  the  25th  of  the  British  ambassador,  has,  in  two  or 
month,  they  would  send  me  their  three  conversations  with  me,  disco- 
projet,  and  added,  that  ht»  hoped  it  vered  great  solicitude  respecting 
would  be  the  means  of  an  arrange-  our  course  of  policy  in  the  question, 
ment.  Although  Prince  Polignac  has  ne- 
The  capture  of  Algiers,  as  I  ver  mentioned  the  subject  to  roe, 
have  already  mentioned,  is  likely,  I  his  under  secretary,  Baron  Bois  le 
think,  to  give  rise  to  questions  which  Courte,  having  charge  of  what  is 
ought  to  render  the  government  of  called  the  first  division  of  the  de- 
France  very  desirous  to  secure  the  partment  of  foreign  affairs,  has  ex- 
friendship  of  the  U.  States.  What-  pressed  a  lively  desire  to  know  the 
ever  may  have  been  the  diplomatic  views  of  the  government  of  the 
declarations  of  the  French  govern-  United  States  in  relation  to  it,  and 
ment,  the  feelings  of  the  French  na-  informed  that  a  despatch  had  been 
tion  are  decidedly  in  favour  of  keep-  -  sent  to  Count  de  Menou,  as  long 
ing  thoir  conquest,  and  founding  a  ago  as  March,  instructing  him  to 
colonial  establishment  there.     Eng-  make  a  conununication  to  you  upon 
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the  subject.  To  all  these  inquiries  the  statement  in  question  was  cal- 
my  answer  has  been  guarded  and  culated  to  make.  He  received  this 
brief,  saying  but  little  more  than  explanation  in  the  most  cordial  man- 
that  1  had  not  yet  received  any  in-  ner,  and  assured  me  that  he  would 
structions  from  my  government  on  take  great  pleasure  in  counteracting 
the  subject.  a  statement,  which  it  needed  no 

You  will  perceive  that  my  ab-    assurances  to  convince  him  was  al- 
sence  from  the  Te  Deum  in  celebra-    together   unjust.     In   making  this 
tipn  of  the  taking  of  Algiers,  was    explanation,  which,   under  existing 
made  the  subject  of  a  newspaper    circumstances,  seemed  to  be  a  mat- 
paragraph   here.      Having  reason    ter  of  prudence  at  least,  I  took  es- 
to  believe  that  this  was   the  result    pecial   care  not  to  go  beyond  the 
of  a  diplomatic  manoeuvre,  intended    exigencies  of  the  occasion,  and  ob- 
to  excite  an  unfriendly  feeling  <U    served  to  the  Prince  that,  in   ex- 
court  towards  the  government  of  the    pressing  these  sentiments  as  to  the 
United  States  to  lead  to  a  rejection    happy  and  glorious  termination  of  the 
of  our  claims,  and  thereby  produce    expedition,  1  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
a  breach  betwen   France  and  the    derstood  as  saying  any  thing  in  re* 
United  States,  which,  in  the  present    gard  to  ulterior  questions  upon  which 
crisis,  might   be  turned  to  the  ac-    1  had  yet  received  no  instructions 
count  of  other  parties,  1  had  an  un-    from  my  government.     The  real 
ceremonious  interview  on  the  follow-    cause  of  my  absence  from  the  Te 
ing  morning  with  the  Prince  de  Polig-    Deum  was   an  indisposition  which 
nac,  in  which  I  called  his  attention    confined  me    to  my   bed    for  the 
to  this    article ;     told    him  it  was    greater  part  of  the  day,  connected 
equally  unjust  to  my  government    with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
and  to  myself;  that  no  person  had    entire  indifierence   whether   I  was 
more  sincerely  rejoiced  in  the  glo-    there  or  not ;  an  opinion  confirmed 
rious  success  of  the  French    arms    by  learning  since  that  several  other 
than  1   had  done ;  that  the  e^orts    members  of  the  diplomatic  corps 
so  constantly  employed  by  my  go*    were  also  absent, 
vernment  to   repress  and   chastise        You  will  perceive  from  the  ac- 
piracy  every  where,  as  well  as  the    companying  gazettes  that  the  new 
friendly  sentiments  it  had   always    elections,   which  are   now  nearly 
entertained  towards   his  majesty's    completed,   leave  no    doubt  of   a 
government,  assured  me  that,  both    powerful    and    encreased  majority 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  as  a    against  ministers  in  the  chamber  of 
glorious  illustration  of  his  majesty's    deputies.     No  indication,  however, 
reign,  no  government  would  more    is  yet  given  of  any  intention  on  their 
sincerely  sympathize  with  his  ma-    part  to  retire, 
jesty  in  the  brilliant  success  of  his        I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
noble  enterprise  than  the  govern-  With  great  respect, 

raentofthelFnited States;  and  beg.  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ged  him  to  take  occasion  to  inter-  W.  C.  Rives. 

cept  or  remove  from  his  majesty's    Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, 
mind  the  injurious  impressions  which  Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  37. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren^ 


Parii,  July  30,  1830. 


I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  addressed  to  Prince  Polfg- 
nnc  on  the  23d  instant.  Believing 
that  a  disposition  was  really  felt, 
from  whatever  cause,  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations  with  the  United 
States,  I  thought  it  innportant  to  inti- 
mate to  him  as  intelligibly  as  I  could, 
that  the  preservation  of  those  rela- 
tions  must  depond  on  a  prompt  ad. 
justment  of  the  reclamations  which 
had  been  so  long  pending ;  and  that 
no  plan  of  adjustment  would  be 
favourably  received,  unless  it  held 
out  the  prospect  of  a  fair  and  sub- 
stantial indemnity,  unclogged  with 
exceptionable  conditions.  I  have 
every  reason  to  think,  not  only  from 
my  late  conversations  with  Baron 
Deffandis,  who  seemed  to  have  the 
whole  subject  exclusively  in  his 
own  hands,  but  also  from  other  in- 
formation  on  which  I  could  rely, 
that  a  projet  of  that  character  would 
have  been  sent  to  me,  and  that  a 
final  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
this  disagreeable  subject  would  be 
completed  in  a  few  weeks ;  indeed, 
among  those  connected  %vith  the 
ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  the  ques- 
tion was  spoken  of  as  already  set- 
tled. 

But  these  prospects  have,  for  the 
present,  ceased  by  consequence  of 
one  of  the  most  wonderful  revolu- 
tions which  have  ever  occurred  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  At  this 
moment  the  tri-coloured  flag  waves 
over  the  palace  of  the  Tuilleries, 
and  the  city  of  Paris,  afler  passing 
through  three  days  of  commotion 
and  bloodshed,  is  now  as  tranquil, 
under  its  provisional  government, 
as  I  have  ever  seen  it  under  the  rov- 
a1  authority.  The  king,  who,  with 
all    his  ministers,    remained  at  St. 


Cloud's  during  the  troubles  here^ 
has,  it  is  said,  abandoned  St.  Cloud, 
and  taken  the  route  of  the  Nether- 
lands. The  whole  of  his  troops 
stationed  at  Paris,  amounting  to 
thirty  thousand,  have,  after  sustain- 
ing severe  losses  from  the  heroic 
and  enthusiastic  onsets  of  the  peo- 
ple, either  been  driven  out  of  the  city, 
or  joined  the  standard  of  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

The  cause  of  this  sudden  and 
wonderful  revolution  is  to  be  found 
in  certain  ordonnances  of  the  king, 
which,  amid  the  prevailing  expecta- 
tion of  a  meeting  of  the  chambers 
on  the  3d  day  of  August,  announ- 
ced the  dissolution  of  the  new  cham- 
ber of  deputies,  made  radical  chan- 
ges in  the  system  of  elections,  (de- 
priving three  fourths  of  the  electors 
of  the  right  of  suffrage,  abolishing 
the  secret  vote,  and  reducing  the 
number  of  deputies  from  430  to  258,) 
and  at  the  same  time  suspended  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  suppressed 
all  the  journals  of  the  opposition* 
These  ordonnances  took  the  nation 
by  surprise.  The  public  mind  had, 
some  time  before,  been  disquieted 
by  rumours  of  unconstitutional  mea- 
sures meditated  by  the  ministers; 
but  for  several  days  past  this  unea- 
siness had  give  way  to  the  declara- 
tions of  the  ministerial  gazettes,  and 
to  the  known  fact  that  the  usual 
letters  had  been  addressed  to  the 
peers  and  deputies,  sunimoning  them 
to  attend  the  opening  of  the  cham- 
bers on  the  3d  day  of  August. 
These  summonses  were  issued  in 
consequence  of  the  result  of  a  royal 
council  held  on  Wednesday  the  21st 
instant ;  but  on  Sunday,  the  25th 
instant,  another  counol  was  held, 
when,  owing  to  some  changes  of 
sentiment  or  policy,  which  is  as  yet 
unexplained,  it  was  determined  to 
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dissolve  the  new  chamber  of  depu-  prevent   the  advance  or  to  cut  off 

ties,  and  to  adopt  the  extra-legal  the  retreat  of  the  troops,  they  bar- 

measures  embraced  in  the  ordon-  ricaded  the  streets  and  the  Boule- 

nances.  vards  with  carriages,  or  by  tearing 

The  ordonnances  were  promulga-  up  the  stones  of  the  pavement,  or 
ted  on  Monday  the  26tli  instant,  and  cutting  down  the  trees  on  the  mar- 
immediately  produced  a  profound  gin  of  the  public  walks, 
sensation  through  the  whole  popu-  Thus  prepared  on  both  sides,  the 
lation  of  Paris.  No  public  disorder,  contest  on  Wednesday  assumed  a 
however,  occurred  on  that  day,  with  more  serious  and  sanguinary  cha- 
the  exception  of  a  little  commotion  racter.  There  were  severe  and 
in  front  of  the  hotels  of  some  of  the  prolonged  engagements  at  various 
ministers,  and  a  transient  tumult  at  points  in  the  city  :  at  the  porte  St. 
the  Palais  Royal.  On  Tuesday  the  Denis,  at  the  poile  St.  Martin,  at 
assemblages  of  people  in  the  streets  the  Pont-neuf,  and  at  the  Place  de 
were  increased  by  large  accessions  Grieve.  The  possession  of  the  Hotel 
of  the  labouring  classes,  who  had  de  Ville,  standing  on  the  margin  of 
been  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  Place  de  Grieve,  was  the  object 
the  suppression  of  the  journals,  or  of  a  most  obstinate  conflict,  in  the 
other  effects,  direct  or  indirect,  of  course  of  which  it  was  several  times 
the  ordonnances.  The  military,  in  taken  and  re-taken,  but  finally  re- 
attempting  to  disperse  them,  en-  mained  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
countered  a  very  spirited  resistance,  who,  before  night,  raised  the  tri- 
and  several  engagements  took  place  coloured  flag  upon  its  steeple.  Du- 
between  them  and  the  multitude  in  ring  the  night  partial  rencontres 
different  parts  of  Paris.  took  place  in  various  parts  of  the 

On  Wednesday  morning  a  pro-  city,  and   the  discharge  of  cannon 

clamation  of  the  king  appeared,  de-  and  musketry  was  heard  at  inter- 

claring    Paris  to  be  in  a  state  of  vals  through   the   whole   course  of 

seigc,  and  placing   Marshal   Mar.  the  night. 

mont,  the  Duke  of  Raguso,  at  the  On  Thursday  the  people  made 
head  of  the  troops.  In  the  mean  vigorous  assaults  on  the  Louvre 
time,  the  people  also  had  extended  and  the  Tuilleries,  to  which  the  mili- 
their  preparations  and  increased  tary,  having  been  beaten  and  driven 
their  force.  Many  members  of  the  back  in  all  the  previous  engage- 
National  Guard,  which  had  been  ments,  had  retired;  both  were  finally 
suppressed  in  1827,  re-appeared  in  carried,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
uniform  and  with  their  arms;  and  military  force,  thus  driven  from 
the  young  men  belonging  to  the  their  last  hold  in  the  city,  retired 
polytechnicschool,  the  school  of  me-  beyond  the  walls.  At  two  o'clock 
dicine,  and  the  school  of  law,  united  the  whole  contest  was  ended,  and 
themselves  with  enthusiasm  to  the  the  tri-coloured  flag  floated  peace- 
mass  of  the  people.  They  took  fully  over  the  domes  of  the  palaces: 
possession  of  one  or  two  public  de-  since  then  not  a  gun  has  been  fired 
pots  of  arms,  and,  adding  to  that  in  the  city  but  in  token  of  the  public 
supply  the  arms  of  the  detachments  joy.  In  the  progress  of  the  con- 
of  the  Royal '  Guard,  whom  they  test,  several  detachments  of  the  mi- 
subdued  in  various  posts  through-  litary  force,  from  the  impulse  of 
out  the  city,  they  soon  found  them-  patriotic  feeling,  passed  over  to  the 
selves  well  furnished  with  the  means  side  of  the  people, 
of  attack  as  well  as  defence.     To  Yesterday  a  provisional  civil  go- 
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vernment  was  organized,  with  the 
general  assent  of  the  people,  by  the 
deputies  who  found  themselves  in  Pa- 
ris:  it  is  composed  of  Messrs.  Lafitle, 
Casimer  Perrier,  Odier,  and  three 
or  four  others.  The  national  guard 
has  been  re-established,  and  Gene- 
ral Lafayette,  as  in  1789,  again 
placed  at  the  head  of  it.  General 
Gerard  is  named  commander  of  the 
troops  of  the  line  who  have  joined 
the  popular  cause. 

It  is  understood  that  the  chamber 
of  deputies  will  meet  on  the  3d  of 
August,  the  day  originally  fixed  by 
the  king  for  the  meeting  of  the 
chambers  ;  till  then  it  is  probable 
that  no  definite  measures  will  be 
taken  as  to  the  political  organiza- 
tion of  the  country.  Every  thing 
at  present  indicates  that  the  Bour- 
bons will  no  longer  reign  :  the  most 
probable  supposition  is,  that  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  will  be  called  to 
the  throne. 

No  news  has  been  yet  received 
from  the  departments  as  to  the  ef. 
feet  produced  there  by  the  events 
which  have  occurred  in  the  capital ; 
but  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  national  sentiment  wiil 


second  what  has  been  done  here.  I 
have  not  heard  of  a  single  out- 
rage perpetrated  by  the  people 
in  this  agitating  crisis.  Their  cod- 
duct  has  been  marked  throughout 
by  the  calm  but  enthusiastic  devo- 
tion  of  men  contending  for  their 
rights  in  the  exalted  spirit  of  free- 
dom. Indeed,  nothing  could  more 
strikingly  mark  the  wonderful  ad- 
vances made  by  this  people  in  the 
knowledge  and  practice  of  free  in- 
stitutions, than  their  noble  conduct 
on  the  present  occfision  contrasted 
with  the  excesses  of  their  first  re- 
volutionary convulsion. 

I  write  in  haste,  and  with  the  un- 
certainty of  this  letter  reaching  you 
by  the  packet  of  the  first  of  next 
month,,  for  which  it  is  intended,  as 
all  the  public  communications  have 
been  much  interrupted,  but  the  im- 
portance of  the  events  to  which  it 
relates,  induces  me  to  profit  of  what- 
ever chance  there  may  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect^ 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
Hon.  M.  Van  Bttkbn. 
Secretary  of  State. 


Pari«,  July  23,  1830. 
MoNSIKUR  LB  pRmCB, 

The  question  which  has  been 
so  long  pending  between  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  and 
that  of  his  majesty,  has,  at  this 
time,  so  important  a  bearing  on  the 
general  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  your  excellency  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  again  earnestly  invo- 
king your  attention  to  it  with  a  view 
to  a  definitive  result.  So  long  as 
this  question  shall  remain  unsettled, 
involving,  as  it  does,  considerations 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  rights 


and  honour  of  the  American  na- 
tion, it  cannot  fail  to  obstruct  that 
mutual  good  understanding,  which 
it  is  believed  to  be  the  interest  of 
both  governments,  as  it  is  certainly 
the  sincere  wish  of  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  cultivate  and  pre- 
serve. 

As  your  excellency  has  promised 
to  send  me  the  projet  of  an  arrange- 
ment in  the  view  of  terminating  this 
unpleasant  discussion,  and  as  the 
prospect  of  a  satisfactory  termi 
nation  must  depend  on  the  charac- 
ter of  that  projet,   I   trust  your  ex- 
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ccllency  wHl  enable  me,  by  a  prompt 
communication  of  it,  to  judge  how 
far  my  government  may  indulge 
the  hope  ofseeing  its  ancient  friendly 
relations  with  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment re-established  and  confirmed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
sentiments  of  distinguished   consi- 


deration, your    excellency's   most 
humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 
H,  E.  the  PcE.  de  Polignac, 

Minister,  Sec*y  of  State  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs^  and  President 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 


No.  38. 


Sib, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  August  8,  1830. 


A  declaration  was  yesterday 
adopted  by  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
almost  unanimously,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  chamber  of  peers,  calling 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  throne. 
The  declaration  contains,  at  the 
same  time,  some  very  important 
modifications  of  the  charter,  and 
stipulations  for  certain  organic  laws, 
which  have  1)een  long  demanded  by 
the  wishes  of  the  nation.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  will  heartily  assent  to  these 
conditions,  and  will  immediately 
ascerid  the  throne  as  king  of  the 
Frenchf  which,  you  will  perceive, 
is  the  new  title  to  be  borne  by  the 
monarch. 

The  late  king  and  his  family,  at- 
tended by  three  commissioners  of 
the  provisional  government  as  a 
safeguard,  are  now  on  their  route  to 
Cherbourg,  whence  they  will  em- 
bark for  some  foreign  country,  most 
probably  Scotland.  After  leaving 
St.  Cloud,  he  went  to  Rambouillet 
with  about  1500  troops.  He  and 
the  Dauphin  there  signed  an  abdi- 
cation in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Bor- 
deaux, (the  infant  grandson  of 
Charles  X.,)  which  was  sent  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  already  declared 
lieutenant  general  of  the  kingdom, 


with  an  intimation,  wearing  the  as- 
pect of  a  royal  order,  that  he  should 
immediately  take  measures  for  pro- 
claiming   the   Duke   of  Bordeaux 
king,  under  the  name  of  Henry  V. 
Exorbitant  pretensions  were  at  the 
same  time  advanced   in  regard  to 
pecuniary   allowances  for    himself 
and  his   household.     Demands  so 
unsuitable  to  the  character  of  a  de- 
throned monarch,  kindled  a  univer- 
sal fiame  of  indignation  in  Paris  as 
soon  as  the  fact  was  known  ;  and, 
in  a  few  hours,  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand men  under  arms  were  on  their 
march  to  Rambouillet  for   the  pur- 
pose of  driving  this  infatuated  man 
and  the   remnant  of  his   followers 
out  of  the  kingdom.     Admonished 
of  the  approach  of  this  formidable 
and  enraged  force,  he  immediately 
lefl  Rambouillet  under  the  safe  con. 
duct  of  the  commissioners  sent  by 
the  provisional  government  to  give 
him  protection.  The  national  troops 
returned  to  Paris  ;  and  perfect  tran. 
quillity   has  prevailed  ever  since, 
and  will   be  more  and   more  con- 
firmed by  the  new  order  of  things. 
Two  of  the  late  ministers,  Pey- 
ronnet  and  Chantilauze,  have  been 
arrested,  and  will  be  tried  for  high 
treason.     The  rest  of  them   have 
made  their  escape.     Prince  Polig- 
nac,  it  is  said,  is  at  Brussels. 
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The  re-appearance  of  the  jour-  more  opposed   to  our   claims  than 

nals,  filled  as  they  are  with  ample  the   royalists.     A   solutioa  of  this 

accounts  of  every    thing   that  has  phenomenon  must  be  found  in  the 

passed  here,  renders  it  unnecessa-  circumstance  that  the  liberals,  from 

ry  for  me  to  occupy  your  time  with  their  popular  attachments  and  con- 

farther  details  of  what  you  will  see  nexions,  have  more  sympathy  for 

so  fully  stated  in  them.  tlie  public  purse,  while,    from  their 

I  Enclose  copies  of  two  letters  re-  former  connexions  with  the  imperial 

ceived  from  Marshal  Jourdan,  the  authority,  they  are  less   incliiied  to 

provisional  commissioner  of  foreign  admit  the  iniquitous  character  of 

affairs,  and  my  answers  to  them,  the  acts  for  which  we  demand  in- 

The  principles,  upon  which  the  go-  demnity.     This  latter  consideration, 

government  of  the  United  States  has  as  well  as  the  great  principle  of  so- 

always  acted  in  its  relations   with  Uonal  sovereignty  established  by 

foreign  powers,  in  regard  to  changes  the  revolution  which  has  just  taken 

of  their  internal  organization,   and  place,  will,  in   all   probability,  pre- 

my   perfect    conviction    that    the  vent  them   from  recurring  to  the 

change  which  had  taken  place  here  ground   of  irresponsibility  for  the 

was  a  permanent     one,    left    me  acts    of   preceding    governments, 

without   any  hesitation  as  to   the  What  has  been  done,  too,  under  the 

course  I  should  adopt ;    which,  I  late  ministry,  must  have  some  ef- 

have  been  since  pleased  to  find,  cor-  feet.     Great   reluctance,  however, 

responds  with  that  pursued  by  Mr.  will  beundoubtedly  felt  to  jm^  our  de- 

Crawford   under    similar    circum-  mands,  and  every  effort  will  be  made 

stances.     It  will,  of  course,  be  ne-  to  reduce  the  amount  by  excepting  to 

cessary  that  I  should  be   furnished  particular  classes  of  claims.     That 

with  a  new  letter  of  credence.     It  the  matter  was   not   consummated 

is  desirable  that  these  letters  should  with  the  late  ministry,  with  whom 

be  sent  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  it  had  been  brought  into  a  favoura- 

nothing  can  be  concludeid,  even  if  1  ble  train  for    speedy    adjustment 

should  be  able  to  enter  into  negotia-  when  they   were  driven  from  the 

tion,  without  that  formality.  stage,  was  (I   hope   the   presid^t 

In  regard  to  the  probable  dispo-  will  be  satisfied)  owing  to  no  want 

sitions  of  the  new  government  on  the  of  strenuous  and  persevering  efibrts 

subject  of  our  claims,  I  have  seen  on  my  part,  to  the  last  moment, 
no  reason  to  change   the   opinion  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

which  I  expressed  to  you  in  a  private  With  great  respect, 

letter  some  time  ago.     It  is  an  un-  Your  most  ob'd't  serv't, 

questionable  fact,  strange  as  it  may  W.  C.  RrvES. 

-appear  at  first  sight,  that  the  liberal  To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Burbn, 
party,   who  will    now  come  into  Secretary  of  State. 

power,  have  been,  heretofore,  much 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  279 


No.  40.  Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 

Paris,  August  18,  1830.  the  rest  of  the  ministers,  is  said  to 

Sir,                                             -  possess  great  energy  of  mind  and 

My  last  despatch  informed  you  character,  and  very  extensive  infbr- 

of  the  proceedings  of  the  chambers  mation,  though  he  has  never  been 

on  the  7th  instant,  by  which  they  practically  connected  with  foreign 

called  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  affairs.     Under  the   Emperor,   he 

throne.  The  Duke  accepted, "  with-  held  successively  the  posts  of  dircc- 

out  restriction  or  reserve,"  the  mo-  tor  general  of  nmds   and  bridges, 

difications   of  the   charter,  and  all  and  of  minister  of  justice,  and  under 

the  other  conditions  contained  in  the  Louis  XVIIL,  for  a  short  time,  that 

declaration  of  the  chambers,  and,  on  of  minister  of  the  marine ;  but  he  is 

the  ninth  instant,  took  the   oath  to  now,  for  the  first  time,   connected 

observe  them,  in  presence  of  both  with  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 

chambers.      He   reigns  under  the  I  have  received  two  communications 

name  of  Louis  Philippe.  from  him,  which,  with  my  answers, 

The  king,  in  one  or  two  days  are  enclosed,  together  with  a  note 

after  ascending  the  throne,  made  previously  received  from  the  provi- 

definitive  appointments  of  his  minis-  sional   minister,   marshal   Jourdon, 

ters.     Two  only  of  the  provisional  and  my  answer, 

appointments   were  continued,  Du-  I  have  had  no  opportunity  yet  of 

pont  de  TEure  as   keeper  of  the  knowing  the  particular  dispositions 

seals,  and  Guizot  as  minister  of  the  of  the  new  government  in  regard  to 

interior.     Baron  Louis   (the  same  our  claims.     I  called,  a  few  days 

who  as  minister  of  finance,  in  1819,  ago,  at  the  foreign  office  to  pay  my 

addressed  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Parish,  respects   to    Comte   MoI6,  but  he 

which  is  among  the  documents  com-  was  not  there.     He  has  been  very 

municated  to  congress  on  the  sub-  much  occupied  with  re-organizing 

ject  of  the  claims)  is  again  minister  his  department,  and  will,  in  all  pro. 

of  finance ;   Comte  Mol6  is  minister  bability,  continue  to  be  very  much 

of  foreign  affairs  ;  General  Sebas-  occupied  with  that  and  the  prelimi- 

tiani,  minister  of  the  marine  ;  Gene-  nary     communications     with     the 

ral  Gerard,  minister  of  war ;  and  the  neighbouring  powers,  arising  from 

Due  de  Broglie,   minister  of  public  the  change  of  government  here,  for 

instruction.     A  majority  of  these  some  time  to  come, 

ministers  were  the  friends  of  Napo-  1  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  the 

leon,  enjoyed  his  confidence,  and  king  the  day  before  yesterday.  He 

held  employments,  of  one  kind  or  received  me  with  great  cordiality, 

another,   under  him.     All  of  them  expressed,    in    warm    terms,    the 

have  been,  more  or  less,  in  opposi-  friendly   interest   with    which    the 

tion  to  the  late  government.     They  visit  he  made  to  the  United  States, 

are  all  members  of  the  one  or  other  thirty  years  ago,  had  inspired  him ; 

chamber — the  Due  de  Broglie  and  assured  me  that,  as  king,  he  would 

Comte   Mol6   of    the  chamber  of  preserve  the  sentiments  of  the  Duke 

peers,  and  the  others  of  the  cham-  of  Orleans ;  and  that  every  eflfort 

ber  of  deputies.     They  are  all  men  should  be  made,  on  his  part,  to  set- 

of  talents  and  men  of  business.  tie   the   differences,  if  differences 

Comte  Mole,  with  whom  I  shall  they  might  be  called,   between   the 

have  more  direct  relations  than  with  two  countries,  and  desired  me  to 
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communicate  his  sentiments  to  the 
president. 

The  king,  I  have  no  doubt,  enter- 
tains  a  sincere  desire  to  cultivate 
the  most  friendly  relations  with  the 
United  States,  and  the  same  desire 
is,  I  believe,  shared  by  all  his  mi- 
nisters.  The  considerations,  how- 
ever, alluded  to  in  my  last  despatch, 
as  well  as  the  spirit  of  economy 
which  so  strongly  marks  the  first 
movements  of  the  new  government, 
and  will,  doubtless,  continue  to  actu- 
ate  it,  ought  to  prepare  the  claim, 
ants  ibr  the  utmost  allowable  reduc- 
tion of  the  amount  of  the  indemni- 
ties which  will  be  paid. 

It  is  hardly  probable,  I  think,  that 
I  shall  be  able,  with  propriety  or 
prudence,  to  renew  my  communi- 
cations on  this  subject  with  the  new 
government,  till  my  letter  of  cre- 
dence has  been  received.  It  is, 
therefore,  desirable,  that  the  letter 
of  credence  should  be  sent  as 
speedily  as  possible,  together  with 
any  additional    instructions   which 


the  occasion  may  suggest.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  the  negotiation 
will  now  take  a  new  turn,  and  that 
a  proposition  will  be  made  for  a 
transaction  en  bioc,  far  short  how* 
ever  of  the  full  amount  of  the  claims. 
In  that  case,  what  is  to  be  done 
with  those  claims,  (the  Grades',  for 
example,)  which  have  been  com- 
mitted to  me  as  standing  upon  spe- 
cial and  distinct  grounds,  arid  more 
free  from  exception  than  the  nuuK 
of  the  claims  ?  Can,  they,  with  the 
rest,  be  subjected  to  a  pro  rata 
abatement?  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  be  favoured  with  your  views  upon 
this  subject,  as  well  as  the  other 
questions  arising  out  of  the  past 
course  or  present  state  of  the  nego- 
tiation, upon  which  I  have  not  been 
heretofore  instructed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  RivBs. 
Hon.  Maktin  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  43. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  September  8,  1830. 


The  sickness  of  Mr.  Harper, 
about  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the 
last  packet,  prevented  me  from 
sending  you,  then,  the  enclosed 
copies  of  notes  addressed  by  me  to 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
minister  of  finance,  on  the  tobacco 
question,  and  of  their  answers,  as  it 
did  also  the  regular  transmission  of 
the  duplicates  of  former  despatches 
and  of  the  journals.  Although  I  had 
heard,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  sup. 
plemental  despatch  of  the  10th  ult., 
that  the  minister  of  finance  had  pro- 
nounced   his  decision  in  favour  of 


the  proposed  change,  yet  as  nothing 
of  an  irrevocable  nature  had  yet 
been  done,  I  thought  it  expedient 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  as  well j  as  that  of 
the  minister  of  finance,  to  the  sub- 
ject. At  the  same  time,  as  the 
question  was  of  a  peculiar  chaFse- 
ter,  appertaining  rather  to  their  sys- 
tem of  internal  economy  than  to  that 
of  ordinary  diplomatic  relations,  I 
did  not  feel  myself  authorized  to 
press  it  farther  than  by  asking  a 
candid  consideration  of  the  views,  I 
had  presented  in  my  communication 
to  the  late  minister  of  finance. 
On  the  subject  of  the  claims,  I 
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have  not  yet  had  any  direct  com-  to  dispute  the  consequences  of  its 

muntcation  with  the  new  minister,  application   by  every  sort  of  pre- 

I  have  called  once  or  twice  at  the  text, 
foreign  office  to  see  him,  but  have        I  yesterday  had  a   conversation 

not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  him.  with at  the  foreign  office, 

I  thought  it  would  be  premature  on  his  own  invitation,  which  furnish- 
and  impolitic,  occupied  as  the  new  ed  a  striking  illustration  of  the  views 
government  has  been  with  its  own  and  feelings  of  the  new  govem- 
reorganization,  and  being  myself  as  ment.  He  told  me  that  he  had, 
yet  unacredited,  regularly,  to  press  several  times,  conversed  with  Count 
the  subject  in  any  formal  communi-  Mole  on  the  subject  of  our  clainos ; 
cation.  I  have,  however,  availed  that  the  minister  was  anxious  to 
myself  of  the  intermediary  chan-  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations 
nels  existing  in  the  friendly  disposi-  with  the  United  States,  and  that  his 
tions  of  — — ,  and  »  to  dispositions,  personally,  on  the  sub- 
awaken  the  mind  of  the  minister  to  ject  of  our  claims,  were  favourable ; 
a  proper  consideration  of  the  sub-  that  the  principle  of  responsibility 
ject.  This  has  certainly  been  done  he  was  ready  to  admit ;  but  that,  po- 
by  them  in  a  very  friendly  spirit ;  pular  as  our  nation  was  in  France, 
but  every  thing  which  has  yet  tran-  our  claims  were  not  so ;  that  a  mi- 
apired  aSbrds  a  confirmation  of  the  nister  would  incur  great  responsibi- 
views  I  have  heretofore  expressed  lity  in  a  settlement  of  them ;  that 
to  you  with  regard  to  the  proba-  Count  M0I6  had  thought  of  the  or- 
ble  temper  of  the  new  government  ganization  of  another  commission, 
on  this  question.  The  principle  of  consisting  of  members  of  the  two 
responsibility  they  seem  ready  to  chambers,  to  consider  and  examine 
admit,  as,  indeed,  it  would  be  im-  the  subject,  and  had  suggested  it  in 
possible  to  contest  it,  without  at-  a  late  council  of  ministers,  but,  from 
tacking  the  vital  principle  of  their  a  difference  of  opinion  even  on  the 
own  existence.  The  late  rulers  of  principle  of  our  claims,  as  I  under- 
France,  claiming  by  a  tenure  of  Z^-  stood  him,  the  suggestion  was  not 
gitimacyf  independent  of,  or  para-  adopted ;  that,  under  these  circum- 
mount,  as  they  conceived,  to  the  na-  stances,  the  prospect  of  an  adjust- 
tional  will,  might,  with  some  face  of  ment  would  depend  on  a  material 
plausibility  at  least,  deny  their  re-  reduction  of  the  extent  of  our  de- 
sponsibility  for  the  acts  of  preceding  mands,  and  that,  in  the  amplitude 
governments  of  a  revolutionary  we  had  given  them,  their  admission 
origin.  But  the  present  govern-  would  be  impossible, 
ment  of  France,  having  nothing  to  I  stated  to  ■•  that  I  regret- 
stand  upon  but  the  principle  of  so-  ted  exceedingly  to  hear  what  he 
vereignty  in  a  nation,  must,  of  nc-  had  just  communicated  to  me  ;  that 
cessity,  admit  its  responsibility  for  1  had  hoped  that  the  new  govern- 
all  acts  which  attached  to  the  na-  ment  of  Prance  would  have  been 
tion,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  acts  animated  with  more  liberal  views; 
of  all  preceding  governments,  for  that  the  admission  of  the  principle 
all  of  them  were  created,  or  ac-  of  responsibility,  (a  principle  which 
quiesced  in,  by  the  nation.  While,  the  late  events  in  France  rendered 
therefore,  they  are  compelled  to  ad-  it  impossible  to  deny,)  while  its  ap- 
mit  the  principle  of  responsibility,  plication  was  disputed,  would  be  of 
a  reluctance,  or  a  fear  to  touch  the  very  little  avail ;  that,  in  private 
purse  of  the  nation,  disposes  them  transactions,  an  individual  who 
Mm 
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should  admit  that  he  was  indebted  This  is  but  a  brief  and  generai 
to  another,  but  disputed  every  item  outh'ne  of  the  conversation  with 
of  the  account,  would  oppose  as  .  It  being  frequently  inter- 
great  obstacles  to  the  demands  of  rupted  by  the  calls  of  other  per- 
justice,  as  one  who  roundly  denied  sons,  and  abruptly  terminated,  at 
that  he  was  indebted  at  all ;  that  last,  by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  RLay- 
such  a  course  on  the  part  of  France,  neval,  the  ambassador  of  France 
with  regard  to  our  claims,  while  it  at  Vienna,  I  was  not  able  to  give  it 
seemed  to  me  alike  unsuitable  to  the  all  the  development,  or  to  pursue  it 
character  of  the  question,  of  the  to  the  extent  1  wished.  The  sketch 
parties,  and  of  the  high  interests  in-  I  have  given  you  will  serve  to  show 
volved,  would  only  serve  to  increase  the  spirit  which  actuates  the  new 
the  feelings  of  irritation  and  dissa-  government  on  this  subject,  and  the 
tisfaction  for  which  too  much  occa.  difliculties  we  are  yet  to  encounter 
sion  had  been  already  afforded ;  in  its  adjustment — difficulties  which 
that  we  asked  nothing  but  justice  in  can  be  overcome  only  by  the  con- 
the  redress  of  uhdeniable  wrongs ;  tinued  manifestation  of  a  firm  and 
that,  as  the  wrongs  had  been  great,  determined  purpose,  on  the  part  of 
the  measure  of  redress  ought  to  the  government  of  the  United  States* 

bear  some  fair  proportion  to  the    took  occasion  several  times 

magnitude  of  the  injury  ;  that,  with  in  the  course  of  the  conversation, 
regard  to  the  amount  of  our  claims,  to  say  that  his  communication  with 
if  France  sought  a  reduction  of  me  was  without  the  knowledge 
them,  it  was  incumbent  upon  her  to  or  authority  of  the  minister,  and 
say  frankly  what  she  was  willing  suggested  only  by  his  friendly  sen- 
to  pay,  and  if  her  offer  approxima-  timent  for  me  and  my  government- 
ted  to  justice,  it  would  certainly  be  From  the  situation,  however,  which 
considered,  with  every  proper  feel-  he  occupies,  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
ing, by  the  government  of  the  Uni-  sider  his  conversation  as  entirely 
ted  States ;  that  considerations,  how-  unofHcial.  I  have  thought  that  the 
ever,  of  much  higher  importance  time  has  arrived  when  I  mighty 
than  money,  connected  with  the  without  impropriety  or  improdence, 
general  relations  of  the  two  coun-  have  some  conversation  with  the 
tries,  were  involved  in  the  adjust-  minister  himself  on  this  subject,  and 
ment  of  this  question;  and  in  en-  I  have  accordingly  addressed  a  note 
forcement  of  this  view,  I  took  oc-  to  him  to-day,  soliciting  an  inter- 
casion  to  mention,  (upon  the  faith  of  view. 

indirect  information  of  the  success-  You  will  perceive  from  the  jour- 

ful  issue  of  Mr.  McLane's  negotia-  nals  accompanying  this  despatch, 

tion,)  that  Great  Britain,  setting  a  that  there  have  been  recently  some 

mucn  higher  value  on  the  friendship  disorders  in  Paris,  (but  no  violence,) 

of  the  United  States  than  France  arising  from  associations  of  mecha- 

seems  to  do,  had,  in  a  case  involv-  nics,  complaining  of  various  grie- 

ing  no  demand  upon  her  justice,  and  vances,  some  real  and  some  imagi- 

even  at  the  expense  of  the  interests  nary,  connected  with  their  several 

of  a  large  portion  of  her  own  sub-  branches  of  industry.      The   go- 

jects,  just  settled  the  only  question  vemment  has  wisely  felt  the  nece&. 

we  had  with  her,  in  a  spirit  of  li-  sity  of  acting  with  moderation,  and 

beral  conciliation,  and  with  the  en-  a  certain  degree  of  tenderness  to- 

lightened  policy  of  drawing  closer  wards  these  classes,   whose   power 

her  friendly  relations  with  us.  and  patriotism  were  so  conspicuous- 
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ly  exerted  in  the  late  revolution. 
Measures  have  been  taken,  which, 
by  the  regular  and  peaceful  action 
of  the  civil  authority  alone,  pro- 
mise, in  due  time,  an  entire  suppres- 
sion of  these  disorders,  which  have 
indeed  already  ceased  to  present 
any  appearance  of  serious  commo- 
tion. Disorders  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter have  occurred  in  some  of  the 
departments ;  and  at  Nismes,  for  a 
day  or  two,  a  sort  of  religious  war 
between  the  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants raged  among  its  inhabitants, 
of  a  character  much  more  alarming, 
and  attended  with  consequences 
more  fatal.  All  those  disorders, 
however,  have  been,  or  are  begin- 


ning to  be  quieted ;  and  whatever 
may  be  the  hopes  or  machinations 
of  discontented  spirits,  I  see  nothing 
in  the  present  state  of  France  which 
threatens  any  serious  reaction 
against  the  existing  order  of  things. 
All  eyes  here  are  turned  with  anx- 
iety on  the  troubles  in  Belgium, 
which,  if  not  speedily  composed, 
may  become  the  germ  of  a  general 
war  in  Europe. 

I  have  the   honour  to  be,  with 
great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most   humble  ser- 
vant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Bitren, 

Secretary  of  State, 


No.  45. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  September,  18, 1830. 


To  my  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
soliciting  an  interview  with  Count 
Mol6,  the  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, I  received  his  answer  the  same 
evening,  fixing  the  next  morning 
for  the  interview.  I  was  received 
by  him  with  great  politeness,  and 
after  some  general  conversation  of. 
little  importance,  I  proceeded  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  subject  of 
our  claims.  I  observed  to  him  that 
they  had  now  become  a  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  relations  of  the 
two  countries ;  that  the  character 
and  extent  of  the  injuries  we  had 
sustained,  and  the  long  delay  (un- 
der vexatious  pretexts)  of  the  re- 
dress to  which  we  were  entitled, 
had  very  naturally  excited  a  high 
degree  of  sensibility  in  the  United 
States ;  that  it  was  important  to 
the  harmony  and  interests  of  both 
countries  that  so  unpleasant  a  dis- 
cussion should  bo  terminated  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  that  I  ho- 


ped his  earnest  and  early  attention 
would  be  given  to  it. 

He  replied  that  his  attention  had 
been  already  directed  to  it ;  that  he 
sincerely  desired  its  adjustment  up- 
on fair  and  honourable  principles, 
and  to  cement  by  all  other  means 
the  friendship  between  the  two 
governments,  to  which  the  late 
events  in  France  had  furnished  new 
motives ;  that  there  were  two  dis- 
tinct questions  connected  with  our 
claims :  first  the  principle  of  re- 
sponsibility, and  then  the  amount 
due  ;  that  though  ho  had  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  sen- 
timents of  his  majesty 'sgovernment 
on  the  subject,  he  thought  the  prin- 
ciple would  be  admitted,  but  that 
the  amount  was  a  very  complex 
question,  depending  on  a  great  va- 
riety of  considerations,  and  requi- 
ring minute  and  detailed  examina- 
tion ;  that  he  believed  our  claims 
would  encounter  much  less  opposi- 
tion with  the  government,  (moaning 
the   king  and   his  ministers,)  than 
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with  the  chambers ;  that  he  had  commended  to  him  chiefly  as  an 
thought  of  the  organization  of  a  expedient  to  screen  himself  from  re- 
commission  to  examine  the  subject,  sponsibility,  assured  me  that  the 
consisting  of  members  of  both  cham-  settlement  of  this  question  was  one 
hers,  as  the  best  means  of  prepa-  of  the  objects  of  highest  interest  to 
ring  those  bodies  ibr  an  ultimate  his  majesty's  government,  and  that 
decision  ;  and  that  he  should  sub-  every  exertion  should  be  made,  on 
mit  the  proposition,  at  an  early  day,  his  part,  to  bring  it  to  an  early  de- 
to  the  council.  cision. 

I  remarked  to  him,  that  an  ex-  Though  I  was  led  by  the  minis, 
parte  commission  of  the  kind  he  ter  under  the  impression  tJiat  he 
suggested  was  attended  with  many  would  bring  our  claims  under  the 
inconveniences,  and  from  the  very  consideration  of  the  council  at  their 
nature  of  its  constitution,  was  ex-  next  meeting,  I  learn  that  no  step 
posed  to  the  bias  of  one-sided  and  has  yet  been  taken  by  him  in  rcia- 
too  narrow  views,  and  that,  what-  tion  to  the  subject,  though  twocoun- 
ever  might  be  its  opinion,  our  rights  oils,  at  least,  have  since  intervened, 
could  not,  of  course,  be  concluded  There  is  an  evident  reluctance  and 
by  it ;  that  I  thought  it  would  be  a  timidity,  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
better  plan  for  him,  as  the  appro-  ment,  in  approaching  this  subject, 
priate  organ  of  the  foreign  relations  arising  from  the  pecuniary  respon- 
of  the  country,  to  proceed  at  once  sibilities  it  involves.  This  reluc- 
to  examine  and  settle  with  me  all  tance,  I  fear,  is  not  likely  to  be  cH- 
the  questions  connected  with  the  minished  by  the  condition  of  the 
subject,  which  might  be  done  in  one  public  finances.  Great  difficult^ 
of  two  modes  :  either  to  fix,  by  a  and  an  absolute  suspension,  for  a 
convention,  the  principles  on  which  time,  have  been  recently  expe- 
the  claims  wero  to  be  settled,  and  rienced  (as  you  will  perceive  from  a 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  a  report  made  by  the  ministry  to  the 
mixed  commission,  which  should  chambers  on  the  13th  instant)  in 
examine  the  claims  in  detail,  and  the  collection  of  the  imposts,  and 
decide  upon  them  according  to  the  the  public  funds  have  b^n  under- 
principles  stipulated  ;  or,  otherwise,  going  a  progressive  and  rapid  da- 
te agree  upon  a  round  sum  in  total  preciation  for  some  days  past.  The 
dLscharge  of  all  the  claims,  which  amount  of  treasure  obtained  at  AI- 
would  be  a  more  simple,  and  per-  giers  has  been  greatly  exaggera- 
haps  in  every  respect  a  preferable  ted.  It  will  fall  considerably  short, 
arrangement  for  both  countries ;  I  learn,  of  the  actual  expenses  of 
that  1  was  prepared  to  treat  with  the  expedition.  In  the  midst  of  these 
him  upon  either  of  these  bases ;  and  embarrassments,  there  is  an  impor- 
f  terminated  my  remarks  by  ob-  tunate  cry  for  economy  from  all 
serving,  that,  whatever  means  might  quarters,  which  creates  a  still  fur- 
be  thought  best  for  the  attainment  ther  obstacle  in  the  way  of  our 
of  the  end  which  both  of  us  had  in  claims, 
view,  I  hoped  the  subject  would  be  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
brought  to  a  conclusion  with  the  With  great  respect, 
least  delay  possible.  Your  most  ob't  servant. 

The  minister,  without  seeming  to  W.  C.  Rivbs. 

relinquish  his  idea  of  a  French  com-  Hon.  M.  Van  Buben. 
mission,    which   I  apprehend  is  re- 
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No.  46.  Mr,  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Paris,  September  29, 1830.  branches  of  our  government  to  con- 
SiR,  vince  them  that  the  question  is 
1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  really  considered,  and  intended  to 
the  copy  of  a  note  I  addressed  to  be  pursued »  as  a  national  one. 
Count  Mole  on  the  20th  instant.  The  frequent  changes  of  minis- 
and  also  of  his  answer.  ters,  which  embarrassed  so  much 
Finding  that  nothing  had  been  the  relations  of  foreign  powers  with 
done  witb  regard  to  our  claims,  not-  the  late  government  of  France,  seem 
withstanding  the  assurances  and  destined  to  continue  under  the  new. 
professions  made  by  the  minister  in  During  the  last  week,  it  was  confi- 
fny  conference  with  him  on  the  9th  dently  announced,  as  you  will  per. 
instant,  and  having  received  an  in-  ceive  from  the  journals,  that  a  tho- 
timatioD,  indeed,  that  a  more  formal  rough  change  of  the  present  minis- 
application  in  writing  would  be  the  try,  involving  the  retreat  of  a  ma- 
only  means  of  stimulating  his  atten-  jority  of  its  members,  and  among 
tention,  and  of  putting  the  subject  them  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
again  into  motion,  I  determined  to  was  about  to  take  place.  It  is  cer- 
adopt  that  course ;  a  further  motive  tain  that  a  serious  division  had  oc- 
to  which  was  found  m  the  consider-  curred  in  the  cabinet  with  regard  to 
ation  that  it  was  highly  desirable,  if  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  re- 
possible,  to  obtain  some  authentic  straint  or  suppression  of  the  popular 
indication  of  the  views  and  feelings  societies  recently  formed  in  Paris; 
of  the  new  government  on  thisques-  and  for  several  days  it  was  believed 
tion,  in  time  to  be  communicated  to  by  the  ministers  themselves  that 
the  president  before  the  meeting  of  the  formation  of  a  new  cabinet 
congress.  Jn  presenting  the  subject,  would  be  indispensable.  The  difli- 
I  sought  to  bring  forward  those  con-  culty,  however,  was  adjusted ;  and 
Biderations  which  seem  best  suited  the  question  of  a  change  of  ministiy 
to  impress  the  mind  of  the  minister  has  tieen  adjourned  for  the  present, 
with  the  critical  importance  of  the  The  internal  condition  of  France, 
-question,  and  to  appeal  most  strong-  at  the  present  moment,  presents  the 
Jy  to  the  interests  and  calculations,  aspect  of  general  order  and  tran- 
as  well  as  honourable  sentiments  of  quillity.  Her  foreign  relations,  how- 
the  new  government.  The  answer  ever,  must,  in  all  probability,  be 
of  the  minister,  though  very  brief^  soon  disturbed.  The  troubles  in 
is  evidently  cold,  cautiously  avoiding  Belgium  have  terminated,  as  you 
any  commitment,  and  affecting  to  will  perceive  from  the  journals  ac- 
consider  our  reclamations  as  the  companying  this  despatch,  in  a  state 
afiair  of  <<  quelques  citoyens,"  some  of  open  war  between  the  king  and 
citizens  only  of  the  United  States,  his  Belgian  subjects.  The  govern- 
This  impression,  derived  from  the  ment  of  France  has  pledged  itself 
communications  of  their  ministers  in  not  to  intervene  in  this  quarrel  so 
the  United  States,  has  taken  deep  long  as  other  powers  shall  abstain 
root  here ;  and  it  will  require  the  from  interference.  But  the  interests 
unequivocal  exhibition  of  a  firm  and  of  other  powers  in  maintaining  the 
determined  attitude  on  the  part  of  consolidation  of  Belgium  with  Hoi- 
both  the  legislative  and  executive  land,  and  the  treaty  engagements 
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by  which  some  oC  them  are  bound 
to  that  object,  seem  to  preclude  the 
expectation  of  an  acquiescence,  on 
their  part,  in  the  success  which  is 
likely  to  attend  the  Belgian  insur- 
section,  if  tlie  parties  are  left  to 
thenriselves.  The  events  passing  in 
that  quarter,  combined  with  other 
elements  of  discord,  will  render  it  a 


mitter  of  extreme  difficulty,  if,  in- 
deed, it  be  possible  at  all,  to  preaenre 
the  peace  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Buren, 

Secretary  of  StaU. 


Parifl,  September  20,  1830. 
Monsieur  lb  Comte, 

The  subject  to  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  calling  your  attention  in 
the  interview  with  which  your  ex- 
cellency favoured  me  on  the  9th 
instant,  so  deeply  affects  the  friend- 
ly relations  of  France  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  your  excellency 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  find  in  my 
solicitude  to  preserve  those  relations 
from  interruption,  a  sufficient  and 
excusable  motive  for  again  inviting 
your  attention  to  it. 

The  reclamations  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  are  for 
injuries  of  the  most  aggravated 
K5haracter,  committed  in  violation, 
alike,  of  the  acknowledged  law  of 
nations,  and  of  the  positive  stipula- 
tion of  treaties.  These  injuries  pro- 
duced, at  the  time,  a  state  of  the  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries 
which  must  have  eventuated  in  the 
4ast  appeal  of  nations,  but  for  the 
iinal  revocation,  by  the  government 
of  France,  of  the  orders  and  decrees 
under  the  authority  of  which  the 
wrongs  in  question  had  been  com- 
mitted. 

Since  that  period,  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  not  ceased 
to  demand,  with  a  firm  but  friendly 
spirit,  the  indemnities  due  for  the 
wrongs  it  had  sustained,  and  always 
with  a  hope  (authorized  by  the  de- 
clarations of  the  French  govern- 
ment') of  ultimate    redress.     That 


redress,  however,  has  continued  to 
be  postponed  from  time  to  time ;  and, 
though  the  delay  was  patiently  ac- 
quiesced in  for  a  long  period,  from 
considerations,  among  which  a 
friendly  and  sincere  sympathy  with 
Franco  in  her  vicissitudes  was  al- 
ways the  most  influential,  yet  the 
time  was  at  length  come  when,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  it  was  alike  in- 
consistent with  the  dignity  of  both 
governments  that  so  important  a 
question  should  remain  longer  un- 
settled. 

My  efforts,  therefore,  by  the  in- 
structions of  my  government,  have 
been  unceasingly  exerted,  since  my 
arrival  in  France,  to  bring  the  ques- 
tion  to  a  definitive  conclusion.  Your 
excellency  will  find,  upon  a  refer- 
ence to  the  correspondence  between 
the  late  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
and  m3r8elf,  that,  afler  a  protracted 
discussion,  and  the  intervention  of 
many  delays,  he  had  finally  promi- 
sed to  send  me  the  projet  of  an  ar- 
rangement. I  was  in  daily  expec- 
tation of  that  projet,  as  your  excel- 
lency will  perceive  from  my  letter 
of  the  23d  July,  when  the  events 
which  soon  after  occurred,  over- 
threw the  government  of  which  the 
minister  was  the  organ. 

It  is  presumed  that,  with  the  loy- 
al and  enlightened  policy  which 
actuates  his  majesty's  government, 
there  can   be  no  longer  any  diffi- 
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culty  on  the  subject.     If  the  doc-  our  claims  have    resolved    them, 

trines  professed  by  the  late  govern-  selves  into  the  ungracious  reproach 

meut  hi  regard  to  the  origin   and  that  we   were  not  among  the  ene- 

tenure  of  its    power  migiit  have  mles  of  France ;  when  these  things 

given,  in  the  eye9  of  any  one,  a  colour  are    considered,    your    excellency 

of   plausibility  to  its    attempts  to  will  not  be  surprised  at   the  high 

qualify  its  responsibility  for  the  acts  degree  of  sensibility  which  exists 

of  the  government  wluch  preceded  in  the  United  States  on  this  sub- 

it^  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  ject,  and  will,  doubtless,  think  it  in- 

principles  consecrated   by  the  late  consistent  with  a  wise  regard  to  the 

memorable  events,  and  upon  which  harmony    of    the    two  countries, 

his  majesty's  government  has  justly  (which  the  government  of  the  Uui* 

expressed   its    pride    in    reposing,  ted  States,  on  its  part,  has  shown  so 

must,  in  future,  preclude  the  possi^  sincere  a  desire   to  preserve  and 

bility  of  any  question  on  that  point,  cultivate,)  to  leave  any  longer  open 

While  this  consideration,  com-  so  unpleasant  a  source  of  contro- 

bined  with   the  frank  and  elevated  versy. 

character  of  his  majesty's  govern-  As  the  congress  of  the  United 
ment,  forbids  all  doubt  of  its  dispo-  States  will  again  assemble  on  tbo 
sition  to  do  justice  to  the  reclama-  first  Monday  in  December,  when  a 
tions  of  the  United  States,  your  ex-  development  of  the  foreign  relations 
cellency  will  permit  me  to  remark,  of  the  country  is  always  expected  of 
that  the  delays  and  evasions  which  the  president,  it  is  much  to  be  de- 
have  heretoibre  taken  place,  have  sired  that  he  could  be  enabled  to 
seriously  disturbed  the  friendly  re-  communicate  to  them,  at  that  time, 
lations  between  the  two  countries ;  the  final  and  honourable  adjustment 
and  that  it  is  much  to  be  desired,  for  of  this  subject,  which,  while  it  would 
the  sake  of  a  cordial  and  sincere  be  the  means  ofa  cordial  renewal  and 
re-establishment  of  those  relations,  progressive  amelioration  of  the 
that  the  jnstice  so  long  delayed,  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
should  be  now  promptly  and  frank-  governments,  would  be,  at  the  same 
ly  rendered.  When  your  excellen-  time,  a  pledge  to  all  nations  of  the 
cy  shall  review  the  numerous  post-  spirit  of  justice  and  political  morali- 
ponements  to  which  the  reclama-  ty  which  it  was  the  determination 
tions  of  the  United  States  have  been  of  his  majesty's  government  to  car- 
subjected,  and  the  unsatisfactory  ry  into  all  its  proceedings, 
character  of  the  motives  alleged  I  pray  your  excellency  to  ac« 
for  those  postponements ;  when  oept  the  assurances  of  the  distin- 
your  excellency,  moreover,  reflects  guished  consideration  with  which  I 
that  the  claims  of  all  other  powers,  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  ex- 
including  those  even  of  the  pirate  cellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
recently  chastised  and  expelled  by  humble  servant, 
the  arms  of  France,  have  been  wel-  W.  C.  Rivxs. 
corned  and  discharged,  while  jus-  To  his  Exc'y  Comt£  Molb, 
tice  has  been  withheld  from  the  Minister  Secretary  of  State  for 
United  States  only,  that  all  the  ob-  Foreign  Affair9. 
jections  heretofore  alleged  against 
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No.  49.  Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Paris.  October  19,  1830.  believed  to  be  in  a  train  of  early 

Sir,  adjustment. 

The  note  of  the  miniater  of  1  added  some  other  remarks  in- 
foreign  affairs,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  the  same  spirit,  hoping  that  the  corn- 
was  of  so  unsatisfactory  a  charac-  munication  of  them  to  the  minister 
ter,  that  I  thouglit  it  expedient  he  would  stimulate  him  to  act  with 
should  be  apprized  of  the  light  in  more  of  promptitude  and  decision, 
which  it  was  viewed  by  me.  Think-  After  waiting  the  effect  of  this  in- 
ing  it  best,  however,  that  a  commu-  direct  communication  for  some 
nication  of  that  sort  should  reach  days,  I  determined  to  ask  an  inter- 
him  indirectly,  I  sought  an  oppor-  view  with  him  myself^  as  the  pe^ 

tunity  of  conversing  with riod  was  approaching  when  the  last 

and i  both  of  whom  are  opportunity,  upon  which  any  reli- 

in  familiar  relations  with  the  minis-  ance  could  be  placed,  of  sending 
ter,  in  the  design  that  they  should  a  despatch  in  time  for  the  opening 
communicate  to  him  what  1  had  of  congress,  would  have  passed 
said  to  them.  with  the  packet  of  the  2(Hh  of  this 
*  I  remarked  to  them  that  I  thought  month.  On  the  10th  instant,  there- 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  fore,  I  addressed  him  a  note  re- 
frankness  and  loyalty  of  the  new  questing  an  interview,  his  answer 
government  of  France,  as  well  as  to  which  gave  an  appointment  some- 
from  the  verbal  declarations  of  the  what  late,  (for  the  15th,)  with  the 
minister  to  me,  a  very  difllerent  re-  express  design,  in  all  probability,^ 
ception  of  our  claims  than  that  of  being  then  able  to  communicate 
given  by  this  note ;  that  the  object  to  me  that  something  had  beea 
of  the  communication  I  had  address-  done. 

ed  to  the  minister  was  to  obtain,  When  I  arrived  at  the  foreign 
at  least,  some  such  expressions  of  office,  at  the  hour  he  had  indicated, 
the  opinions  and  dispositions  of  the  he  had  not  yet  returned  from  a 
^new  government  as  would  enable  council  of  ministers  held  that  day 
the  president  to  inform  congress  under  the  presidency  of  the  king, 
what  prospect  there  now  was  of  ad-  He,  however,  very  soon  returned  ; 
justing  this  long  pending  contro-  and  the  moment  I  was  introduced 
versy ;  that  so  far  as  any  indica-  into  his  room,  he  presented  me  a 
tion  was  given  by  the  note,  it  seem-  paper,  which  he  said  was  the  report 
ed  to  me  to  be  unfavourable  ;  and  he  had  that  day  made  to  the  king 
that,  unless  something  more  expli-  in  council  on  our  affairs,  and  which 
cit  should  be  sent  to  me  very  soon,  had  been  approved  and  signed  by 
the  president,  while  announcing  the  the  king.  He  invited  me  to  read 
amicable  settlement  of  our  differ-  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  which 
ences  with  all  other  powers,  with  recommended  the  resumptioa  of 
England,  Denmark,  &c.,  would  be  the  negotiation  with  me  ;  and  pro- 
compelled  to  say  that  our  differ-  posed,  as  a  first  step,  the  formatioo 
ences  with  France  alone  remained  of  a  commission,  consisting  of  mem- 
unadjusted,  and  that  the  new  go-  hers  of  both  chambers,  to  consider 
vernment  had  evinced  less  disposi-  and  report  their  opinions  on  the  re- 
tion  to  do  justice  than  its  prede-  spective  claims  of  the  two  govern- 
cessor,  with  whom  the  subject  was  mcnts. 
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The  business  of  this  commission,  French  claims,  never  before  mea« 

as  traced  in  the  conclusion  of  the  re-  tioned  in  connexion  with  this  nego- 

port,  is —  tiation,  are  now  brought  forward. 

1st.  To  examine  the  American  The  land  claims  referred  to,  I  learn, 
reclamations  as  presented  in  my  are  principally  some  derived  under 
projet  of  a  treaty ;  and  to  say  which  an  ancient  grant  of  the  French  go- 
of the  classes  of  reclamations  men-  vernment  to  the  celebrated  author 
tioned  in  that  projet,  may  be  **  ad-  of  the  Mississippi  scheme,  John 
mitted  to  an  examination,  and,  if  Law,  and  have  been  heretofore  pre- 
need  be,  to  liquidation."  sented  to  the  consideration  of  con* 

2d.  To  examine  and   report  up.  gress.     In  what  name  they   were 

on,  in  like  manner,  the  reclamations  presented  to  congress,  I  have  not 

of  France,  specifying  particularly  been  able  to  learn.     The  principal 

claims  for  supplies,  (alluding,  I  pre-  heirs  of  Law,  I  understand,  are  the 

sume,  to  the  Beaunuu'chais  affair ;)  family  of  Marshal  Lawriston,  and 

the   case   of  a  French   privateer  their  agent  is  said   to  be  a  Mr. 

burnt  by  a  mob  at  Savannah  in  the  D'Autremont.     In  one  or  other  of 

autumn  of  1611 ;  claims  of  French  these  names,  probably,    the  land 

subjects  to  lands  in  Louisiana,  de-  claims,  heretofore  alluded  to,  have 

rived   under  the   French    govern-  been  presented  to  congress.     It  is 

ment,  but  which   have   been  since  also  possible  that  some  ramifications 

superseded  by  grants  from  the  Uni-  of  the  land  claims  which  have  been 

ted  States ;  and  the  claim  under  the  so  long  under  the  consideration  of 

eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea-  congress,  in  the  names  of  the  Mar- 

ty.  quis  de  Nfaison  Rouge  and  of  Baron 

3d.  To  consider,  if  this  claim  Bastrop,  may  be  intended  to  be  em- 
should  be  withdrawn,  what  com-  braced.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
pensation  the  government  of  the  that  no  claims  of  this  character 
United  States  ought  to  make  for  it ;  have  any  affinity  with  the  present 
and  if  in  the  form  of  a  reduction  of  negotiation,  or  can  be  made  the 
duties  on  the  productions  of  France,  subject  of  diplomatic  arrcmgement. 
for  what  time  and  to  what  extent  The  other  additional  claim  now 
that  reduction  should  be  made,  brought  forward  has  an  aspect  of 
And,  lastly,  to  advise  what  method  somewhat  more  plausibility,  and 
should  be  adopted  to  liquidate  the  will  be  the  more  diflicult  to  get  rid 
claims  admitted.  of,  in  consequence  of  having  the 

The  minister  having   given  me  sanction  of  a  recent  report  in  the 

leave  to  read  the  conclusion  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  which,  at  the 

report  only,  I  did  not  see  wuat  were  same  time,  manifests  a  friendly  spi- 

the  particular  views  presented  in  rit  towards    our  reclamations.     I 

the  previous  part  of  it ;  but  I  infer  send  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of  that 

from  the  conclusion  of  it  that  a  dis.  report,  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  19tb 

crimination  was  made  among  our  of  September.     It  would  be  desira- 

claims,  some  of  them  being  consi-  ble  for  me  to  have  the  president's 

dered  well  founded,  and  others  not  instructions  in  regard  to  these  claims 

8o.  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.     I 

In  all  probability,  the  distinction  presume  that  all  of  them  are  not 

heretofore  taken,  between  the  cases  intended  to  be  individually  insisted 

of  sequestration  and  those  of  con-  on.     Some  of  them  are,  perhaps, 

demnation,  is  again   insisted    on.  brought  forward  more  as  the  means 

You  will  observe^  also,  that  some  of  procuring  an  abatement  of  the 
Nn 
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amount  to  be  paid  to  citizens  of  the  Pichon.     The  first  is  a  distiogujah- 

United  States,  than  with  a  view  to  a  ed  member  of  the  chamber  of  peers/ 

special   satisfaction  of   the  claims  and  all  the  others  are  members  of 

themselves.     The  most  natural  ter-  the    chamber    of    deputies,     with 

mination  of  a  negotiation,  like   the  the  exception  of  Monsieur  PicboDr 

present,  is  a  transaction   en   bloc  ;  who  was  formerly  charg^  d'afiaire» 

and  it  is  most  probably  that  which  in  the  United  States.  Intheoomposi. 

the  French  government  now  has  in  tion  of  this  commission,  if  I  have  doC 

contemplation.     With   a   view    to  been  misinformed  as  to  the  charac- 

that  result,  it  would  be  very  desira-  ters  and  dispositions  of  its  members, 

ble  for  me  to  have  some  indication  there  seems  to  be  a  pledge  of  a  de- 

of  the  lowest  amount  that  the  Ame-  termination  to  do  something  od  the 

rican  claimants   would  be  satisfied  subject  of  our  claims, 
to  accept.     In  fixing  that  amount,        In  the  close  of  our  interview,  it 

the  staleness  of  the  claims,  the  dif-  was  agreed  that  the  minister  should 

ficulties  inseparable  from  their  ad-  address  me  a  letter,  to  be  communi- 

justment,   the  uncertain    state    of  cated  to  my  government  with  this 

things  here,  the  financial  embarrass-  despatch,  and  in  time  to  go  by  the 

ments  of  the  country,  (there  having  packet  of  the  20th  instant^  in  order 

been,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the  to  reach    Washington   before  the 

journals,  a  falling  off  of  ten  millions  meeting  of  congress.     That  i^er 

of  francs  in  the  revenue  of  the  last  has  not  yet  been  received,  though  I 

month,   besides   the   universal   dc-  have  kept  back  this  despatch  a  day 

rangement  of  credit  and  commerce,)  later  than  the  usual  time  of  sending 

all     these     considerations     should  off  my  despatches  for  Havre,  in  or- 

have  their  proper  weight.  der  to  be  accompanied  by  it.     This 

Count  Mol6,  after  having  com-  delay  has  excited   a  good  deal   oi 

municated  to  me  the  conclusions  of  surprise  in  my  mind,  afler   what 

bis  report,  and  mentioning,   as  an  passed   between  the  minister  and 

evidence  of  the  anxious  desire  of  myself.     The  letter  is- promised  to. 

hismajesty's  government  to  arrange  day  certainly,  in  time  to  go   by 

this  question  with  the  United  States,  estafette  with  this  communicatioo, 

that  the  council   had  unanimously  which  will  be  retained  to  the  latest 

consented,  when  he   presented  his  moment  practicable,   to  be  accom- 

report,  to  give  it  priority,  in   their  panied  by  the   promised  letter,  if  it 

deliberations,   over    several    other  should  be  received, 
subjects  of  great  importance,  in-  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

formed  me  of  the  names  of  the  per-  With  great  respect, 

sons  who  would  compose  the  com-  Your  obedient  servant, 

mission.     They  are,Vicomte  Lain6,  W.  C.  Rites. 

Benjamin  Dellessert,  Monsieur  Bes-  To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buesn, 
say,  G.  W.  Lafayette^  and  Monsieur  Secretary  cf  Suue. 
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No.  50. 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Bur$n, 


PariP,  October  20,  1830. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  en- 
dose  you  a  copy  of  the  expected 
letter  from  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs.  I  retained  my  despatch 
yesterday  to  the  latest  moment 
which  the  arrangement  of  the  mail 
admitted,  in  the  hope  that  the  letter 
would  arrive  in  time  to  accompany 
it.  Being  again  disappointed,  I 
went  to  the  office  of  foreign  affairs, 
as  I  had  done  the  day  before,  to 
urge  the  importance  of  transmitting 
the  letter  without  delay ;  but,  in 
the  moment  of  arriving  there,  I 
found  a  messenger  charged  with  it, 
and  just  leaving  the  office  to  bring 
it  to  me.  The  delay,  it  seems,  had 
arisen  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  draft  of  the  letter  made  in  the 
bureau  of  the  director  not  being 
found  satisfactory,  the  minister  de. 
lermineU  to  write  it  himself;  but 


his  time  having  been  very  much 
occupied  in  council,  to  which  some 
agitations  in  Paris,  for  the  last  three 
or  four  days,  had  furnished  occa- 
sion for  important  deliberations,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  prepare  it 
earlier.  As  a  declaration  of  the 
dispositions  and  intentions  of  the 
new  government  on  the  subject  of 
the  claims,  and  as  an  express  re- 
cognition of  the  principle  of  them, 
it  seems  to  be  fair,  manly,  and  can- 
did ;  and  if  the  proceedings  of  de- 
tail which  are  to  follow  should  be 
in  the  same  spirit,  we  may  look  for- 
ward to  an  amicable  termination  of 
this  unpleasant  controversy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  most  ob'tserv't, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Bitren, 

Secretary  of  SiaUf 


[translation.] 


Parif,  October  19,  1830. 

Monsieur, 

I  hasten  to  announce  to  you 
that  the  king,  wishing  to  bring  to  a 
conclusion  as  soon  as  possible  the 
negotiation  commenced  between  you 
and  the  late  government  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  private  reclamations  which 
interest  the  two  countries,  has  just 
named  a  special  commission  charged 
to  examine  all  these  reclamations, 
and  to  lay  down  the  basis  of  a  pro- 
jet  of  treaty,  which  will  become 
the  object  of  a  communication  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  make  to  you  as 
soon  as  it  shall  be  /iniihed.  Ad- 
mitting the  principle  which  is  the 


basis  of  the  reclamations,  theFrendi 
government  has  wished  that  all  the 
claims  to  which  it  may  be  applica- 
ble should  be  carefully  examined, 
and  the  work  of  the  commission 
cannot  but  tend  to  abridge  delays, 
and  to  accelerate  the  conclusion  of 
an  arrangement  equally  desirable 
for  both  countries,  and  proper  to 
draw  closer  the  bonds  of  Iriendship 
and  good  understanding  which  al- 
ready exist  between  them. 

Accept,  Monsieur,  the  assurances 
of  my  high  consideration. 

MoLB 

Monsieur  Rives, 

Minister  of  the  United  Stales. 
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No.  51. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 


Parif ,  Novtmber  8, 1830. 


1  had  the  honour  to  receive,  on 
the  1st  instant,  ^rour  despatch  No. 
17,  under  date  of  the  27th  Septem- 
ber, accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
the  president  to  the  king  of  the 
French,  accrediting  me  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  near 
his  majesty.  I  immediately  put  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  pos- 
session of  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and 
requested  him  to  ascertain  and  in- 
form me  when  it  would  be  the  plea- 
sure of  the  king  to  grant  me  an  au- 
dience for  the  purpose  of  delivering 
the  original.  The  minister  sent  me 
a  note  the  next  day,  informing  me 
that  the  king  would  receive  me  on 
the  following  day,  the  3d  instant. 

The  king  received  me  in  a  very 
cordial  and  flattering  manner.  In 
replying  to  the  brief  address  I  made 
him,  in  conformity  to  usage  and  the 
instructions  of  the  president,  he  re- 
peated,  with  much  warmth,  the 
friendly  sentiments  he  had  hereto- 
fore  expressed  to  me  for  the  United 
States ;  said  he  had  been  much 
moved  by  the  accounts  of  the  en- 
thusiastic welcome  we  had  given  to 
the  late  revolution  which  had 
brought  him  to  the  throne ;  and 
that  he  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  cherish  the  roost  friendly 
relations  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  he  de- 
sired me  to  give  the  president  the 
most  explicit  assurances. 

In  the  course  of  the  address  I 
made  to  the  king,  I  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  make  an  allusion  to  the 
unsettled  diflerences  between  the 
two  countries,  with  the  view  of  eli- 
citing a  renewed  expression  of  his 
flings  and  intentions  on  that  sub- 


ject,  since  it  had  been  brought  more 
particularly  under  his  considenu 
tion.  I  therefore  remarked,  that 
the  United  States,  desiring  more 
than  ever  to  cultivate  a  cordial 
friendship  with  France,  on  accoimt 
of  the  esteem  they  had  always 
cherished  for  his  majesty's  personal 
virtues,  it  was  with  particular  satis- 
faction  that  the  president  saw  in 
those  distinguished  attributes  a  cer- 
tain guaranty  that  the  only  circum- 
stance  which  could  prevent  or  im. 
pair  that  friendship  would  be  now 
speedily  extinguished  by  his  majes- 
ty's enlightened  sense  of  justice. 
The  king  took  up  the  allusion  with 
great  frankness:  he  said  he  had 
told  me,  immediately  afler  his  ac- 
cession, that  every  thing  should  be 
done  on  his  part  to  settle  those  dif- 
ferences satisfactorily ;  that,  ac- 
cordingly, among  the  first  acts  of 
his  government  had  been  the  adop- 
tion  of  such  measures  as  seemed 
to  him  best  calculated  to  lead  to  a 
speedy  and  just  result ;  that  they 
should  be  pursued  with  earnest- 
ness and  good  faith  ;  that  it  was 
true  our  reclamations  would  impose 
an  inconvenient  burden  upon  bis 
government  in  the  present  embar- 
rassed state  of  its  finances ;  but,  ne- 
vertheless, justice  oueht,  and,  so  far 
as  depended  on  him,  ^ould  be  done* 
The  dispositions  of  the  king,  as 
well  with  regard  to  this  subject  as 
to  the  general  refations  between 
the  two  countries,  are  every  thing 
we  could  desire.  The  difficulty  ex- 
ists  in  the  extreme  reluctance  of 
the  nation  to  pay  any  more  indem^ 
nitiesy  and  the  necessity  the  govern- 
ment feels  itself  under  of  coosultiDg 
the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
and  of  securing  their  approbation, 
to  any  arrangement  which  may  be 
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ultimately  concluded.      The  com.  seem  to  make  ua  a  party  before  the 

miasioDy  of  the  formation  of  which  commiauon,  or  afford  a  colour  for 

I  have  already  apprized   you,   has  pretending  that  we  ought  to  acqui- 

grown  entirely  out  of  this  feeling.  esce  in  the   result  of  a  proceeding 

I  have,  of  course,   had  no  direct  completely  unilateral  and  ex-parte. 

or  formal  communication  with  it ;  Another  impediment  to  the  pro. 

but  my  personal  relations  with  se-  gress  of  our  claims  has  recently 

veral  of  its  members,  particularly  occurred  in  the  change  of  ministers, 

and ,   have  enabled  of  which,  with  its  causes  and  attend- 

me  to  learn  something  of  their  pro-  ant  circumstances,  you  will  see  a 

ceedings,  as  well  as  to  supply  infor-  full  account  in  the  journals  aocom- 

mation,  from  time  to  time,  which  panying    this  despatch.      After  a 

seemed  necessary  to  a  proper  elu-  series    of    abortive    deliberations, 

cidation  of  the  subjects  of  their  in-  which  held   all  France  in  painfu) 

vestigation.     Some  of  the  members  suspense  for  more  than  a  week,  the 

of  the  commission,  I  apprehend,  are  mbistry  was  new  modelled  by  the 

very  strongly  opposed  to  our  claims,  following  changes :  Mons.  LafRtte, 

and  even  those  who  are  more   fa-  late  president  of  the  chamber  of  de- 

vourably  disposed  give  back  before  puties,  succeeds  Baron  Louis  as  mi- 

the  pecuniary  operation,  and  evince  nister  of  finance,   with  the  super- 

a  desire  either  to  protract  the  ad-  added  character  of  president  of  the 

justment,  or  to  make  a  great  re-  council ;    Count    Montalivet  takes 

duction  in  the  amount  of  the  claims,  the  place  of  Mons.  Guizot,  as  minis- 

They  are  unanimous,  I  learn,  in  ter  of  the  interior;  Marshal  Maison 

the  opinion  that  the  French  con-  that  of  Count   M0I6  as  minister  of 

struction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  foreign  afiairs;  and  Monsieur  M6. 

Louisiana  treaty  is  correct.     Even  rilhou  that  of  the  Duke  de  Broglie 

,  with  the  favourable  sen-  as  minister  of   public  instruction. 

timents  he  might  be  supposed  to  en-  General  Sebastiani,  Marshal  Gre- 
tertaiu  in  regard  to  the  American  rard,  and  Monsieur  Dupont  de 
side  of  the  question,  tells  me  that  I'Eure,  members  of  the  late  minis- 
he  c£uanot  view  that  article  in  any  try,  retain  their  places  in  the  new  as 
other  light  than  as  securing  to  minister  of  the  marine,  minister  of 
France  a  special  advantage,  and  war,  and  minister  of  justice  respect- 
that,  according  to  our  construction,  ively.  The  change  is  supposed  to 
there  would  be  nothing  special  in  be  in  favour  of  liberalism  and  a 
it.  I  can  hardly  suppose,  however,  more  rapid  development  of  the  con- 
that  they  will  be  disposed  to  make  sequences  of  the  late  revolution, 
of  this  article  a  complete  ^  bar  to  though  I  doubt  much  whether  it 
our  claims.  will    be  followed  by  any  marked 

A  week  or  two  more  will,  in  all  alteration  in  either  the  internal  or 

probability,  elapse  before  they  will  foreign  policy  of  the  government, 

make  their  report  to  the  minister.  The  change  of  minister  of  foreign 

I  shall  eontinue  to  avail  myself  of  affairs  will,  at  least,  throw  us  back 

every   opportunity    of   ezplanatk>n  in  regard  to  the  claims,  if  it  should 

and  candid  representation  to  those  be  attended  with  no  worse  conse- 

members  of  the  commission  with  quence  to  them.     Count  Mol^  was 

whom  I  have  personal  relations,  to  beginning  to  make  himself  well  ac- 

lead  them  to  a  just  conclusion,  with-  quainted  with  them,  and  had  given 

out,   however,   entering  into  such  evidences  of  a  disposition  to  act 

formal    communications  as    might  upon  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  good 
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faith  and  conciliation  which  promi- 
sed a  good  result.  Supposing  dis- 
positions  equally  favourable  in  the 
new  minister,  of  which  I  have  yet 
had  no  opportunity  of  judging,  not 
having  been  so  fortunate  as  to  see 
him  when  I  called  a  few  days  ago 
to  converse  with  him,  some  time 
must  necessarily  elapse  before  he 
can,  with  the  abundant  occupation 
which  European  affairs  now  give 
him,  make  himself  master  of  so  com- 
plex a  subject,  with  which,  I  pre- 
sume, he  has  been  heretofore  entire- 
ly unacquainted. . 

The  speech  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land produced  great  sensation  here, 
and  gave  rise  to  much  variety  of 
uiterpretation.  Its  tone  seems  to  me 
to  be  decidedly  opposed  to  that  prin- 
ciple of  non-interference  with  the 
internal  affairs  of  other  countries 


which  France  had  laid  down  as  the 
new  public  law  of  Europe.  The 
government  of  France,  however,  in 
its  great  desire  to  preserve  peace* 
(which  the  king  told  me  was  the 
most  anxious  wish  of  his  heart,) 
seems  content  to  put  a  different  con- 
stniction  upon  it ;  and,  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  strong  pacific  dis- 
positions on  its  part,  war  may  yet 
be  avoided,  though  not  without 
great  difficulty. 

I  have  the  honour,  herewith,  to 
return  the  blank  sent  with  your  des- 
patch  of  the  27th  September,  and 
remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  honourable  M.  Vau  Bvesh, 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  55. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parif ,  December  18,  1830. 

Sir, 

I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  com- 
municate  to  you  the  close  of  the 
labours  of  the  commission  charged 
with  the  investigation  of  the  claims. 
In  my  last  despatch,  I  mentioned 
that  the  commission  had  called  for 
additional  documents,  which  they 
supposed  would  be  useful  in  fulfil- 
ling the  object  of  their  inquiries. 
The  application  was  addressed  to 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
during  the  short  ministry  of  marshal 
Maison,  but,  it  seems,  was  not  then 
acted  on.  It  was  not  until  afler  my 
first  interview  with  the  present  minis- 
ter that  it  was  taken  up,  and  the  docu- 
ments called  for  being  then  consider- 
ed as  not  pertinent  or  necessary  to  the 
inquiries  with  which  the  commission 


was  charged,  a  letter  to  that  effect 
was  addressed  b^  the  minister  to  the 
president  of  the  commission. 

Among  the  pieces  of  infonnation 
which  the  commission  had  called 
for,  they  had  requested  the  minister, 
it  seems,  to  obtain  from  me  a  list  of 
our  claims,  arranged  into  classes 
corresponding  with  those  indicated 
in  my  projet  of  a  treaty.  The  mi- 
nister replied  to  them,  that,  as  they 
were  required  to  express  their  opi. 
nion  on  the  validity  of  the  several 
classes  of  claims  in  principle  only, 
it  could  not  be  important  to  them, 
in  that  view,  to  know  the  number 
or  amount  of  the  claims  compre- 
hended in  each  class,  nor  would  it 
be  proper  for  him  to  apply  to  me 
for  such  a  statement.  In  a  meet- 
ing  of  the   commission,   however* 
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which  was  convoked  shortly  after  our  claims  at  the  present  momenty 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  addressed  when  the  finances  of  France  were 
by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  so  much  embarrassed,  and  when 
the  president  of  the  commission,  it  her  safety  was  so  seriously  threa- 
was  determined  that  an  inofficial  tened  by  enemies  within  and  with- 
application  should  be  made  to  me,  out,  was  not  reconcileable  with  the 
by  one  of  their  own  members,  for  sympathy  we  had  professed  in  the 
such  statements  of  our  claims  as  I  revolution  she  had  just  accomplished, 
might  be  able  to  present,  and  should  or  with  a  proper  sensibility  to  the 
not  be  indisposed  to  communicate,  services  she  had  rendered  us  in  our 
This  application  was  made  to  me,  on  own  revolutionary  struggle.  Ob- 
behalf  of  the  commission,  by  -^—  jections  of  this  character  have  been 

.     As  the  commission  was  encountered  in  quarters  where  there 

charged,  among  other  things,  with  .  might  have  been  the  least  reason  to 

suggesting  <<the  basis  of  a  treaty,"  apprehend  them, 

and  as  they,  as  well  as  the  minister.  In  the  conversations  I  have  had 

had  evidently  in  view  a  transaction  with  the  members  of  the  commis. 

en  bloCf  I  thought  it  desirable  that  sion,  these  sentiments  have  been  se- 

they  should   possess  as  full  a  view  veral  times  manifested,  and  by  none 

as  could  be  presented  of  the  amount  more  frequently  than  by  ■'           — , 

of  our  claims,  (of  which  I  had  rea-  whose  habitual  remark  to  me  is, 

son  to  apprehend  that  they  had  not  that  ^<  the  present  moment  is  not 

yet  had  an  adequate  idea,)  and  I  did  well   chosen  for  the  settlement  of 

not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  comply  with  this    business."     After   reminding 

their  request.     We  therefore  com-  him  that  a  delay  of  twenty  years 

piled,  from   the  materials  in  the  of-  had  already  taken  place,  and  that 

fice  of  the  legation,  and  chiefly  from  the  late  government  was  on   the 

the  schedules  communicated  to  con-  point  of  doing  us  justice  when   its 

gress  from  the  department  of  state,  existence  was  terminated  by  the 

a  tabular  statement  of  the  claims,  revolution,  I  have  said  to  him  that 

(without  any  particular  classifica-  we  thought  we  had  a  right  to  ex- 

tion  of  them,  however,)  framed  in  pect   dispositions  at  least  equally 

such  a  manner  as  I  thought  best  just  from  the  present  government ; 

calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  in  and  that  it  was,  in  fact,  the  interest 

view,   which   was  sent  to of  France,  no  less  than  of  the  Uni- 

— — —  ,  with  a  note,  of  which  a  ted  States,  that  a  question  which,  so 

copy  is  herewith  enclosed.  long  as  it  should  remain  unsettled, 

In  my  communication  with  the  must  be  a  source  of  heart-burnings 

members  on  the  commission,  as  well  and  discontent,  should  be  now  deS< 

as   with  the  minister,  I   have  not  nitively  adjusted,  and  that  nothing 

ceased  to  urge   all  the   important  should  remain  to  obstruct  the  full 

considerations  which   call  for   Uio  exercise  of  those  friendly  feelings 

speedy  settlement  of  this  question,  which  the  two  nations  cherish  £ov 

The  state  of  feeling  existing  here  each  other, 
at  present,  however,  has  imposed  These  and  similar  considerations 
upon  me  the'necossity  of  preserving?  have,  I  flatter  myself,  had  their  pro- 
as much  delicacy  in  th^  manner  of  per  influence  on  all  to  whom  I  have 
my  importunities  as  the  subject  ad-  had  occasion  to  address  them,  and 
mitted.  Insinuations  have  reached  the  matter  is  now  in  a  train  which 
me,  repeatedly,  that  the  pressure  of  cannot  fail,  I  hope,  to  lead  to  an  ad- 
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justment.  My  hopes  of  this  are 
materially  strengthened  by  the  re- 
cent designation  by  the  comniission 
of  ■■  to  examine  the   docu- 

ments referred  to  them,  and  to  pre* 
pare  their  report.  This  work  had 
been  expected  of  their  President, 
,  whose  general  senti- 
ments towards  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  his  particular  dispositions  on 
the  subject  of  the  claims,  are,  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  far  from  be- 
ing favourable. 

I  have  not  thought  it  neceasary 
to  have  an  official  interview  with 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  since 
my  last  despatch,  though  I  have  had 
several  conversations  with  him  in 
occasional  meetings  in  society. 
Nothing,  however,  of  sufficient  im- 
portance has  pased  in  those  conver- 
sations  to  merit  special  commDnica- 
tion,  as  he  seems  to  feel  himself 
bound  to  await  the  report  of  the 
commission. 

At  this  moment,  an  intense  anx- 
iety occupies  all  minds  here  in  re- 
gard to  the  trial  of  the  ex-ministers, 
which  is  now  going  on,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  particular  result,  but 


the  efiect  which  that  result  may 
have  on  the  popular  feeling.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  all  will  pass  well, 
though  it  cannot  be  disguised  thai 
there  is  great  inquietude.  A  fev 
days  more  will  terminate  this  pain- 
ful suspense,  as  it  is  understood  that 
the  court  of  peers  wiU  certainly 
pronounce  their  judgment  by  the 
25th  of  this  month. 

The  journals  which  accompany 
this  despatch  will  inform  you  <^  tlw 
important  events  which  have  reoent- 
ly  occurred  in  Poland.  Very  few 
details  have  reached  Paris,  but 
enough  is  known  to  give  them  a 
character  of  great  grarity,  and  to 
cause  their  further  progress  to  be 
looked  to  as  likely  to  have  a  most 
important  influence  on  the  general 
state  of  Europe. 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknow. 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  des. 
patch  No.  19,  under  date  of 
the  18th  October  last ;  and  re- 
main, with  great  respect,  your 
most  ob'd't  serv't, 

W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Burbn, 
Secretary  cf  IStaU. 


No.  60. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Bives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parui,  January  18,  1831. 


I  had  the  honour  to  receive,  a 
week  or  two  ago,  your  despatch 
No.  21,  enclosing  two  autograph  let- 
ters  from  the  president  to  the  king  of 
the  French,  in  answer  to  letters  re- 
ceived from  his  majesty,  announcing, 
respectively,  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  and  the  death  of  his  uncle 
the  Duke  of  Bourbon.  I  solicited, 
through  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, an  audience  of  the  king  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  these  letters. 


which  was  granted  on  the  14th  in- 
stant. 

I  thought  the  occasion  might  be 
usefully  and  properly  embraced,  to 
express  to  the  king  the  sentim^its 
of  personal  respect  and  esteem  ea- 
tertained  by  the  president  towards 
him,  and  the  especial  reliance  which 
the  president  placed  on  the  virtuous 
and  distinguished  qualities  of  his 
majesty,  to  bring  to  a  speedy  and 
happy  termination  the  difierencee 
between  the  two  countries.  I  re- 
marked  to  his  majesty  that  the  pre- 
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sident  felt  persuaded  that  there  were 
no  two  countries  which,  in  the  na- 
tural state  of  their  relations,  had 
more  motives  to  cultivate  a  cordial 
good  understanding  with  each  other 
than  France  and  the  United  States 
— ^motives,  the  force  of  Which  had 
been  increased  by  his  majesty's  ac 
cession,  and  by  the  sentiments  of 
esteem  and  effectionate  recollection 
which  were  every  where  cherished 
towards  him  in  the  United  States ; 
and,  in  proportion  as  the  president 
sincerely  participated  in  these  senti- 
ments, he  ardently  desired  that  eve- 
ry germ  of  discontent  which  might 
disturb  the  future  harmony  of  the 
two  governments  should  be  eradi- 
cated from  their  relations  as  speed!- 
ly  as  possible. 

The  king,  in  replying  to  these  re- 
marks, reiterated  the  sentiments  he 
had  heretofore  expressed  to  me, 
and  referred  to  the  measures  he  had 
taken  with  a  view  to  bring  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries 
to  a  conclusion.  He  said  he  was 
sorry  that  the  president  could  not 
have  felt  himself  authorized,  in  his 
message,  to  assure  congress  that 
every  thing  had  been  done  with 
that  view  which  could  have  been 
done ;  and  then  asked  me  if  the 
commission  was  not  in  '<  activity  ;" 
to  which  inquiry,  deeming  it  best  to 
respond  in  an  indefinite  manner* 
the  king  proceeded  to  say  ^that, 
since  reading  the  president  s  mes- 


sage, he  had  **  remonstrated"  against 
all  unnecessary  delays  in  the  pro 
secution  of  the  business,  and  as- 
suring me  that  every  thing  should 
be  done,  on  his  part,  to  bring  it  to 
the  earliest  termination,  notwith- 
standing the  disastrous  state  of  their 
finances.  He  concluded  the  inter- 
view by  requesting  me  to  thank  the 
president  for  the  handsome  things 
he  had  said  of  their  revolution  in 
his  message,  and  for  the  friendly 
sentiments  towards  himself  which 
had  just  been  expressed  by  me  in 
the  name  of  the  president. 

The  day  afler  my  audience  of  the 
king  I  received  a  note  from  — — , 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  and 
which,  in  the  pressure  he  mentions 
as  being  made  upon  him  by  the  mi- 
nister,  seems  to  furnish  some  proof 
of  the  "remonstrances"  of  the  king. 
In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  that 
I  received  — — 's  note,  I  had 
a  conversation,  also,  with  the  mi- 
nister, in  which  he  assured  me  that 
the  commission  was  actively  pro- 
secuting its  labours,  and  as  soon  as 
its  report  was  made  he  would  enter 
upon  the  subject  with  me,  in  the 
sincere  wish  to  bring  it  to  an  early 
and  friendly  conclusion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M .  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State, 


No.  81. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parif ,  January  28,  1831. 


Not  having  yet  received  a  new 
full  power,  and  as  the  want  of  such 
an  one,  adapted  to  the  change  of 
government  here,  might  give  rise  to 
difficulties  or  delays  in  the  conclu- 

Oo 


sion  of  an  arrangement  by  treaty, 
more  particularly  if  special  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  to  treat 
with  me,  as  it  is  possible,  ader  the 
presentation  of  the  report  of  the 
commisssion,  there  may  be,  I  beg 
leave  to  recall  this  circumstance  to 
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your  recollection.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  new  <<  full  power''  should 
be  as  comprehensive  as  the  one  fur- 
nished me  on  mj  departure  from 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  should 
be  sent  to  me  with  the  least  possi- 
ble  delay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

W.  C.  Rives. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  BTmBif, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  The  authority  contained  in 
the  "full  power"  which  1  was  fur- 
nished on  my  departure  from  the 
United  States,  is  of  the  following 
^enor :    "  For  and  in  the  name  ^ 


the  United  States,  to  meet  and  oon^ 
fer  with  any  person  or  persons  au- 
thorized  by  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty,  being    funiished    with    like 
power  and  authority,  and  with  him 
or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and 
negotiate   of   and    concerning   the 
claims   to  indemnity  of  citizens  of 
the   United  States  on  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  or  of  subjects  of 
France  on  the  government  of  the 
United    States,  and  concerning  the 
general    commerce     between    the 
United   States  and  France,  and  its 
dominions  or  dependencies,  and  of 
all  matters  and  subjects  connected 
therewith,   which   may  be  interest, 
ing  to  the  two  nations ;  and  to  con* 
elude  and  sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,' - 
&c.,  &c. 


No.  62. 


Sib, 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parii,  February  8, 1831. 


Being  convinced  from  my  com- 
munications with  ■■  that  the 
researches  in  which  he  was  enga. 
ged,  and  the  views  he  was  prepar- 
i  ng  to  present  of  our  claims,  were 
of  much  importance,  and  calculated 
to  enforce  upon  his  government, 
both  in  point  of  jpstice  and  policy, 
the  obligation  of  discharging  them, 
1  thought  it  best,  during  the  pro. 
gross  of  his  labours,  to  abstain  from 
any  measure  which  might  injurious- 
ly precipitate  the  presentation  of  his 
report;  intending,  so  soon  as  he 
should  be  ready  to  make  his  report 
to  the  commission,  to  renew  my 
pressure  uppn  the  minister,  with  a 
yiew  to  accelerate  the  action  of  the 
commission  when  the  work  of 
■  should  be  befpre  them. 
On  the  30th  ult.,  I  learnt  from 
that  his  report  was  nearly 


finished,  of  which  he  had  given  no- 


tice to  the  president  of  the  commis« 
sion,  and  that  the  commission  had 
been,  in  consequence,  convoked  for 
the  1st  day  of  this  month  to  no&ye 
it.  On  the  following  day,  there- 
fore,  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  mi- 
nister of  foreign  affairs,  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed,  and  in  which,  as  you 
will  perceive,  I  urged  upon  him  with 
earnestness  the  necessity  of  advan- 
cing towards  a  final  adjustment  of 
the  subject. 

Having  received  no  answer  to 
this  note,  I  went  yesterday  to  the 
department  of  foreign  afia,irs,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  of  Baron  Def- 
fendis,  the  directeur,  whether  my 
note  had  been  received,  and  to  make 
use  of  the  occasion  to  present  such 
observations  as  I  might  think  best 
calculated  to  awaken  the  attention, 
and  stimulate  the  speed  of  the  de- 
partment. Baron  DefiTandis  being 
detained  from  his  bureau  by  sick- 
ness, I  asked  to  see  tlie  so^is-direc- 
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teur,  who  informed  me  that  an  an- 
swer to  my  note  had  been  drawn  in 
the  bureau  several  days  ago,  but 
that  the  minister  had  been  so  much 
occupied  with  other  pressing  affairs, 
that  he  had  not  signed  it.  The 
purport  of  the  answer,  he  told  me, 
was  to  inform  me  that  the  com- 
mission had  not  yet  made  their  report, 
that  they  were  now  busily  engaged 
in  preparing  it,  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  presented  to  the  minister,  as  it 
was  expected  to  bo  in  a  very  short 
time,  he  would  enter  into  a  commu- 
nication with  me  on  the  subject. 

I  remarked  to  the  sous-directeur 
that  great  and  very  unexpected 
delay  had  already  taken  place ;  that 
the  backwardness  of  the  new  go- 
vernment of  France  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims  for  which  its  respon- 
sibility could  no  longer  be  denied^ 
had  created  much  disappo'mtment  in 
the  United  States,  and  was  calcu- 
lated to  have  a  prejudicial  influence 
on  the  relations  of  the  two  countries ; 


and  that,  however  much  the  atten- 
tion of  the  minister  might  be  occu- 
pied with  other  affairs,  there  was 
CO  object  which  more  nearly  con- 
cerned the  true  interests  of  France, 
than  to  conciliate,  by  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, the  United  States,  whose  com- 
merce at  all  times,  and  whose 
friendship  in  the  event  of  war,  were 
resources  of  such  incalculable  value 
to  her.  The  sous-dirccteur  told  me 
that  he  should  see  the  minister  in 
the  evening;  that  he  would  com- 
municate to  him  the  observations  I 
had  made,  and  suggest  to  him  to 
address  a  note  to  the  president  of 
the  commission,  urging  the  neces- 
sity of  their  making  their  report  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  most  obM't  serv't 

W.  C.  Rives. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Bursn, 

Secretary  of  Slale. 


No.  6d. 


SiH, 


Mr.  Rtoes  to  Mr.  Fa*  Burei^. 


Paris,  February  18,  1831. 


The  commission  have  not  yet 
made  their  report  to  the  ministers 
They  were  to  have  met  on  Mon. 
day,  the  14th  instant,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resuming  their  deliberations 
^n  —— _— 's  report ;  but  one  or 
two  of  the  members  being  absent, 
in  consequence  of  the  agitations 
which  took  place  here  on  that  day, 
those  who  attended  did  nothing,  and 
adjourned  the  meeting  to  Monday, 
the  21st. 

From  what  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  of  's  report,  it  is  fa- 

vourable throughout  to  the  principle 
of  our  claims.  It  excludes,  how. 
ever,  the  claims  of  American  citi- 


eens  in  the  nature  of  debt,  or  sup- 
plies, as  being  alien  to  the  general 
scope  of  the  controversy  between 
the  two  governments,  and  also  Ame- 
rican claims  of  every  description 
originating  previous  to  the  date  of 
the  LfOuisiana  arrangement  in  1803, 
which  has  been  invariably  alleged 
by  this  goveiTunent  to  be  in  full 
satisfaction  of  all  claims  then  exist- 
ing. It  also  assumes  the  original 
cost  of  the  shipments,  and  not  their 
enhanced  value,  actual  or  specula- 
tive, in  the  markets  of  Europe,  to  be 
the  fair  average  measure  of  com- 
(Yensation  in  a  political  transaction 
like  the  one  in  view.  It  sets,  I  un- 
derstand, in  a  strong  light  the  atro. 
cious  character  of  the  acts  of  the  im« 
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perial  government  towards  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  enforces  the  obligation 
of  the  government  of  France  to  in- 
demnify  our  citizen^  for  the  wrongs 
they  sustained  by  those  acts,  whe- 
ther committed  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  or 
by  virtue  of  other  orders  and  pro- 
eeedings  less  formal  and  regular  in 
their  character.     On  these  points, 


however,  it  does  not,  I  bear,  meet 
with  a  thorough  acquiescence  on  the 
part  of  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

W.  C.  RlTBS. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Bukrn, 
Secretary  of  State* 


No.  64. 


Sib, 


Mr.  Bines  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Parift  10th  Mftrcb,  1831. 


Having  recently  obtained  a 
copy  of  the  enclosed  document,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  so  much 
importance,  particularly  for  the  light 
it  sheds  on  the  real  state  of  my  ne- 
gotiations  with  the  late  government 
at  the  period  of  its  fall,  that  1  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
it  to  you.  It  is  the  report  present- 
ed by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
to  the  king,  in  the  month  of  October 
last,  on  the  subject  of  our  reclama- 
tions,  and  proposing  the  renewal  of 
the  negotiation  with  me.  It  was 
prepared  by  Baron  Deffandis,  the 
directeur  of  that  division  of  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs  in  which 
the  United  States  are  comprehend- 
ed, and  who,,  in  the  same  quality, 
you  will  recollect,  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  correspondence,  and,  in 
a  great  part,  of  the  negotiations 
with  me,  under  the  ministry  of  Mon- 
sieur Polignac. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  docu- 
mont,  that  the  opinion  expressed  by 
me  in  my  despatch  of  the  29th  July 
last,  that  I  should  have  been  able, 
In  some  short  time,  to  have  effected 
a  settlement  of  this  long  pending  and 
disagreeable  subject  with  the  late 
government,  but|  for  its  sudden  and 
unexpected  overthrow,  did  not  rest 


on  slight  grounds.  The  report 
shows  that  the  great  obstacle  of  the 
Louisiana  question,  which  had  de- 
feated all  prior  attempts  at  negotia- 
tion,  had  been  successfully  removed ; 
that  the  government  of  the  Bour- 
bons had  become  convinced  that  the 
ground  heretofore  taken  of  irrespon- 
sibility for  the  wrongs  of  the  impe- 
rial government  could  not  be  main- 
tained ;  and  that  they  had,  in  fact, 
made  up  their  minds,  (without  nega- 
tiving  the  others,)  to  expressly  ad- 
mit five  important  classes  of  our 
reclamations,  comprehending  con- 
demnations,  (heretofore  deemed  al- 
together desperate,)  as  well  as  se- 
questrations. 

To  appreciate  the  true  extent 
and  importance  of  these  admissions, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  turn  to  tbe 
projet  of  a  treaty  communicated 
with  my  despatch  No.  16,  under 
date  of  February  25th,  1830,  which 
is  referred  to  by  the  report  as  class- 
ing our  reclamations  into  nine  gene- 
ral categories.  The  second  article 
of  the  projet,  which  relates  exclu- 
sively to  condemnations,  consists, 
as  you  will  perceive,  of  six  number- 
ed subdivisions.  In  order  to  make 
out  the-nine  categories  of  which  the 
report  speaks,  it  is  to  be  presunoed 
that  they  have  also  subdivided  the 
1st  article,  so  as  jto  make  three  ad- 
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ditional  categories  of  it,  of  which  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  tb^ 
the  first  category  would  be  seques-  classification  of  Jhe  claims  contain- 
trations,  where  the  property  *'  had  ed  in  my  original  instructions,  where 
not  been  definitively  condemned  by  the  category  in  question  is  repre- 
the  council  of  prizes,"  the  2d,  "  ves-  sented  by  part  1st  of  the  5th 
sels  destroyed  at  sea,"  and  the  3d,  class. 
•*  supplies."  With  the  extensive  ground  thus 

The  categories,  therefore,  which  secured,  and  in  the  dispositions  pro- 
the  late  government  had  already  duced  by  the  appeals  I  had  success- 
determined  to  admit,  were  the  1st  fully  addressed  to  their  commercial 
and  2d  of  the  1  St  article  of  the  pro-  apprehensions,  (the  influence  of 
jet,  and  the  5th  of  the  2d  article,  which,  together  with  that  of  other 
upon  the  examination  made  by  the  considerations  employed  by  me,  you 
commission  of  liquidation  of  foreign  will,  doubtless,  trace  in  many  parts 
claims ;  and  the  3d  of  the  1st  arti-  of  the  report,  sonnetimcs  in  the  identi- 
cle,  and  the  4th  of  the  2d  article,  cal  reproduction  of  the  topics  I  had 
upon  the  supplemental  examination  urged  to  them,)  there  is  no  reason  to 
made  by  the  department  of  foreign  suppose  that  any  questions  which 
affairs.  might  have  remained  would  have  op. 

As  to  the  vague  and  conjectural  posed  an  obstacle  to  a  final  adjust- 
estims^  which  the  report  attempts,    ment. 

without  the  aid  of  sufRcient  data.  The  concluding  part  of  the  re« 
to  make  of  the  amount  embraced  by  port  expressly  shows  that  the  nego- 
some  of  the  categories  admitted,  it  tiation  now  pending  with  the  actual 
is  obviously  incorrect.  That»  how-  govemnDent  of  France,  reposes  on 
ever,  is.  altogether  immaterial,  as  the  ground  conquered  from  the  last ; 
the  respective  categories  being  ad-  and  whatever  new  hopes  may  have 
mitted  an  principlef  they  would,  of  been  conceived  by  our  citizens  from 
course,  cany  whatever  amount  the  the  change  of  regime  here,  every 
principle  could  be  shown  to  em-  day's  observation  convinces  me  the 
brace ;  and  it  should  be  recollected  more  that,  if  any  thing  shall  bo  ul- 
that  the  object  in  view,  with  the  timately  done  towards  the  redress 
late  government,  was  not  a  trans-  of  their  wrongs,  it  will  be  the  result 
action  en  bloc  for  a  round  sum,  but  of  the  progress  made  under  the  late 
a  settlement  of  principles^  according  government, 
to  which  a  mixed  commission  was  1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

to  decide  upon  the  claims  presented,  With  great  respect, 

and  to  determine  the  amount  to  be  Your  most  ob't  servant^ 

paid.  A  correct  analysis  of  the  claims  W.  C.  Rives^ 

shows  that  the  categories  admitted    To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Burek. 
by  the  late  government  embrace,  Secretary  of  Stale, 

under  one  head  or  another,  almost 

the  whole  mass  of  reclamations.  P.  S.  You  will  perceive  that  the 
The  1st  category  of  the  1st  article  recent  change  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  projet  alone,  (the  amount  em-  of  the  packets,  which  now  leave 
braced  by  which  the  report  supposes  Havre  but  twice  instead  of  thrice  a 
not  to  be  considerable,)  compre-  month,  has  occasioned  a  longer  in- 
bends,  in  fact,  more  than  one  half  terval  than  usual  between  my  de»r 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  claims,    patches* 
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No.  67.  Extract  of  a  klterfrom  Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Paris,  March  30,  1831.  present  instance,   had  been   neces- 

Sir,  sarily  long ;  that  their  report  was 

Having  been  informed  by  the  probably  now  signed,  and,  as  sooq 

minister  of  foreign  affairs   that  the  as  it  was  presented  to  him,  he  would 

commission  were  to  make  their  re-  enter  upon  an  examination   of  the 

port  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  I  subject   himself;  and  that,  ^in  th« 

addressed  a  note  to  him  on  the  23d,  course  of  a  nK>nth,  it  should  be  ter* 

asking   an   interview,   which   took  minated." 

place,  by  his  appointment,  on  the  Since  my  interview  with  the  mi- 

26th.     I  soon  found,  however,  from  nister,  the  report  of  the   commis^ 

my  conversation  with  him,  that  the  sion,  at  least  upon  the  most  impor« 

icport  had  not  yet  been  made,  and  tant  of  the  questions  submitted  to 

that  he  was  not  prepared  to  enter  them,  has  been  made,  and  was  put 

into  any  conference   of  an   useful  into  his  possesssion,  I  learn,  on  the 

character  on  the  subject  of  the  re«  28th  instant.     It  presents  the  opi-^ 

clamations.  nions,  I  understand,  of  both  ihe  ma- 

1  reminded  him  how  many  unex-  jority  and  minority  of  the  commis* 
peeled  delays  this  question  had  al-  sion,  (as  I  mentioned  to  you  in  mj 
ready  met  with  since  the  establish-  last  despatch,  that  I  had  heard  it 
ment  of  the  present  government ;  was  proposed  to  do  ;)  the  majority 
that,  when  his  majesty  came  to  the  consisting  of  four,  including  the 
throne,  an  univeraal  and  confident  president  of  the  commission— > the 
expectation  prevailed  in  the  United  minority  of  only  two. 
States  that  justice  would  be  imme.  From  what  1  have  been  able  lo 
diately  done  to  our  reclamations  ;  learn  of  these  opinions,  that  of  the 
that  nine  months  had  now  elapsed,  majority  is  of  a  character  calculated 
and  we  were  not  so  far  advanced  to  excite  much  supnse.  They  un« 
as  under  the  late  government ;  that  dertake,  1  understand,  to  defend  the 
the  commission,  which  had  been  general  system  of  measures  adopt- 
announced  to  me  as  a  means  of  ac  ed  by  the  imperial  ^vernment, 
celerating  the  business,  had  been  an  comprehending  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
obstacle ;  that  these  disappoint-  decrees,  as  well  as  the  Rambouil- 
nients  could  not  but  exercise  a  very  let  and  otlier  special  decrees,  as  be- 
unfavourable  influence  upon  the  re-  ing  justified,  on  the  principles  of  the 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  which  law  of  nations,  by  the  conduct  of 
were  already, in  fact,  far  from  being  the  British  government  on  the  one 
satisfactory,  and  which  it  was  no  hand,  and  that  of  the  American  go- 
less  the  interest  of  France  than  of  vemment  on  the  other.  Assuming 
the  United  States  to  establish  upon  the  general  legality  of  this  system 
a  different  footing.  of  measures,  they  come  to  the  con- 

To   these   remarks   he    replied,  elusion  that  no  redress  is  due  for 

that,  in  matters  of  a  litigated  cha-  cases  in  which  there  was  a  r^ular 

racter  (contentieux,)  it  had  been  al-  application  of  it ;  but  that,  in  cases 

ways  the  usage  in  France  to  form  where  it  was  abusively  or  irrego- 

a  commission  for  a  preliminary  ex-  larly  applied,  indemnity  may  be  de- 

amination  of  them  ;  that  the  inves-  mandcd.     The  result  of  this  view 

tigations  of  the  commisssion,  in  the  is,  that  they  consider  only  three 
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categories  of  claims  as  admissible,  10  and  15  millions  of  francs,  the 

|o  wit :  vessels  burnt  at  sea ;  cap-  minority    abbut     30     millions     of 

tures  made  after  the  first  of  Novem.  francs, 

ber,  1810,  the  period  fixed  for  the  They  have  made  a  distinct  re- 
report  of  the  decrees ;  and  cases  in  port  on  the  Louisiana  question,  in 
which  the  decrees  may  have  been  which  they  all  concur  in  afBrming 
applied  restrospectively.  the  correctness  of  the  French  con- 
The  minority  of  the  commission,  struction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
(who  are  understood  to  be   ■  treaty   of  cession,   and  express,  at 

and ,)  cf)nsidering  this  whole  the  same  time,  the  opinion  that  very 

system  of  measures  as  violating  the  little  advantage   would   accrue  to 

principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  France  from  the  suggested   reduc- 

well  as  the  provisions  of  the  con-  tion  of  the  duties  on  wine.     They 

vention  of  1801,  until  the  period  of  have  not  yet  made  their  report  on 

its  expiration,  recognise  our  claim  the  claims  of  French  subjects  against 

to  indemnity  in  all  cases  where  it  the  United  States,  although  it  is  ex- 

was  applied,  whether  regularly  or  pected  to  be  made   in  a  very  few 

irregularly,  to  a  fair  and  bona  fide  da  vs. 

commerce.     Both  branches  of  the  The  character  of  these  proceed- 

commission  have,  I  understand,  in*  ings  will  serve  to  show   in   what 

dicated  the  sum   which  they  sup-  little  favour  our  reclamations   aro 

posed  to  be   fairly  demandable  by  with  France,  and  the  extent  of  the 

the  United  States  according  to  the  difficulties  that  remain  to  be   over- 

principles  assumed  in  their  respcc-  come   in    the     settlement  of  this 

tive  opinions ;  the  majority  between  troublesome  question. 


No.  69, 


Pm, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  April  14,  1831. 


Count  Sebastiani  having  pro- 
mised,  in  the  interview  I  had  with 
him  on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  give  bis 
early  attention  to  the  subject  of  our 
reclamations,  I  sought  and  obtained* 
on  the  4th  instant,  another  inter- 
view with  him,  in  the  hope  of  com- 
mencing, seriously,  the  work  of  ne- 
gotiation. I  found  him*  however, 
still  unprepared  to  enter  into  any 
useful  discussion.  He  had  read,  he 
said,  the  reports  of  the  commission, 
in  part  only,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, express  any  precise  views  on 
the  questions  in  dispute.  He  added, 
however,  that  he  had    gone   far 


enough  in  the  examination  to  see 
that  our  claims  were  greatly  exagt 
gerated ;  and,  on  the  question  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  trea^ 
ty,  he  said  the  interpretation  of  it 
by  the  French  government  was  so 
clear  and  incontestable,  that  he  was 
much  surprised  that  the  American 
government  had  ever  insisted  on  a 
difierent  construction. 

I  replied  that,  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  our  claims,  however 
large  it  might  appear  to  him  to  be, 
the  fact  was  well  known,  and 
vouched  by  the  public  history  of 
the  times,  that  the  commerce  and 
property  of  American  citizens  had 
been  subjected  \o  \he  rnost  enor^ 
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mons  violations  by  the  acts  of  the  the  minister  gave  roe  to  underatand 
imperial  government ;  that  while,  that  he  could  not  make  any  specific 
on  the  one  hand,  I  could  not  under-  offer,  with  a  view  to  a  transaction, 
take  to  say  that  every  claim  con-  till  he  had  the  sanction  of  the  coan- 
tained  in  the  tables  1  had  conununi-  cil,  before  whom  he  proposed  to  lay 
cated  to  the  commission  was  well  the  whole  subject.  In  regard  to 
founded  or  accurately  stated,  yet,  on  the  Louisiana  question,  after  repeat- 
the  other,  I  had  every  reason  to  be-  ing  his  conviction  of  the  obvious 
lieve  that  there  were  claims  of  con-  meaning  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
siderable  amount  and  indisputable  treaty  of  cession,  he  said  that,  in 
justice,  which  those  tables  did  not  what  seemed  to  them  so  plain  a 
embrace ;  and  that,  as  he  had  al-  case,  the  government  of  France 
ready  expressed  to  me  the  desire  of  could  not  recognise  the  propriety  of 
the  French  government  to  adjust  submitting  its  rights  to  the  opinion 
the  subject  by  a  transaction^  a  de-  of  any  third  party.  His  declara- 
sire  which  my  government  was  will,  tions  on  this  point  were  of  so  post- 
ing to  meet  in  a  friendly  and  equi-  tive  a  character  as  to  preclude  all 
table  spirit,  I  waited  some  specific  hope  of  settling  the  question  other- 
proposition  from  him  to  that  end.  wise  than  by  means  of  the  proposi- 
With  respect  to  the  Louisiana  ques-  tion  made  to  Monsieur  Polignac  on 
tion,  I  told  him  that  the  government  the  20th  May  last ;  and  the  success 
of  the  United  States,  afler  the  most  of  that,  I  fear,  is  likely  to  be  coun- 
mature  and  careful  examination,  teracted  by  the  opinion  which  the 
was  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  commission  is  understood  to  have 
correctness  of  the  interpretation  for  expressed  as  to  the  little  advantage 
which  it  contended ;  that  it  was  al-  that  France  would  derive  from  the 
together  useless  to  enter  again  into  diminution  of  the  duties  on  its  wines 
a  discussion  of  it,  as  the  arguments  in  the  United  States.  The  inter- 
on  both  sides  had  been  fully  insist-  view  terminated  with  a  renewed 
ed  on  in  the  correspondence  be-  promise  on  the  part  of  the  minister 
tween  Monsieur  Polignac  and  my-  to  occupy  himself  diligently  with 
self,  which  I  invited  him  to  read  ;  the  subject  of  the  negotiation,  and  to 
that  we  had  never  been  able  to  see  bring  it  to  a  close  as  speedily  as 
the  propriety  of  connecting  a  liti-  possible. 

gated  question  of  that  character        On  the  9th  instant,  I  had  another 

with  the  consideration  of  indemni-  interview  with  him,  but  without  any 

ties  due  to  our  citizens  for  violent  profitable  result,  or  the  occurrence 

and  indisputable  wrongs  ;  and  that  of  any  thing  which  deserves  to  be 

the     government    of  the     United  made  the  subject  of  special  commu- 

States  relied  on  the  candour  and  nication.     He  said  that  the  pressure 

good  faith  of  the   present  govern-  of  other  duties  upon  him   had  pre- 

ment  of  France,  to  put  aside  all  ob-  vented  him  from  making  any  pro- 

stacles  derived  from   an  extrinsic  gress    in     his   investigation    since 

and  irrelevant  controversy,  which .  our  last  interview  ;  that  the  cham- 

the  United   States   had,  moreover,  her  of  deputies  would  be  dissolved 

proposed  to  settle   by  the  fair  and  in  the  course  of  a  week,   and  that 

usual  mode  of  a  reference  to  the  he  would  then  be  enabled  to  give 

decision  of  impartial  and  enlighten-  more  of  his  attention  to  our  nego. 

ed  arbiters.  tiation,  the  importance  of  which, 

In  answer  to  these  observations,  to  both  countries,  he  properly  esti- 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


305 


mated,  and  which  he  felt  erery  dis- 
position to  bring  to  an  early  con- 
clusion. 

'  The  report  of  the  commission  on 
the  claims  of  French  subjects  against 
the  United  States,  has  not,  I  under- 
stand, been  yet  made* 

In  my  last  despatch,  I  stated 
that,  from  what  I  had  been  able  to 
learn  of  the  opinion  of  the  majori- 
ty (consisting  of  two  thirds)  of  the 
commission,  they  had  indicated  be- 
tween 10  and  15  millions  of  francs 
as  the  amount  of  indemnities  de- 
mandable  by  the  United  States. 
Information  since  received,  upon 
which  I  can  rely,  fixes  10  millions 
of  francs  as  the  precise  sum  indica- 
ted by  them.  The  same  authority 
confirms  my  original  statement  as 
to  the  sum  indicated  by  the  two  dis- 
sentient members  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  my 
last  despatch  to  form  any  exception 
to  the  tranquillity  which  then  cha- 
racterized the  internal  condition  of 
France.  So  far,  the  measures  and 


policy  of  the  new  ministry  appear 
to  have  been  attended  with  flatter, 
ing  success. 

The  news  of  the  recent  success 
of  the  Poles,  of  which  you  will  find 
ample  details  in  the  accompanying 
journals,  together  with  the  simulta- 
neous occurrence  of  an  extensive  in- 
surrection in  the  province  of  Lithu- 
ania, has  given  new  hopes  to  the 
friends  of  that  heroic  and  devoted 
people. 

The  state  of  Europe,  in  other  re- 
spects,  has  undergone  no  material 
alteration  since  my  last  despatch, 
though  appearances  are  somewhat 
more  favourable  in  regard  to  the 
preservation  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  despatches 
Nos.  28, 29,  and  80 ; 
And  remain. 

With  great  respect, 
Your  most  ob'tserv't, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Bitren, 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  70. 


Mr.  Rhes  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 


Paris,  April  28,  1831. 
Sir, 

On  the  16th  instant,  I  again 
had  an  interview  with  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  in  which  I  press- 
ed  the  necessity  of  making  some 
specific  proposition,  on  his  part, 
with  a  view  to  bringing  our  discus- 
sions to  a  practical  issue.  He  said 
I  must  indulge  him  till  the  proro- 
gation of  the  chambers,  which  was 
to  take  place  certainly  on  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday,  the  20lh  in- 
stant; when,  being  relieved  of  a 
portion  of  his  burdensome  duties,  he 
would  turn  his  attention  earneslly  to 


our  affairs,  with  the  sincere  purpose 
of  bringing  them  to  a  conclusion. 

I  remarked  to  him  that  I  hoped 
he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  great 
importance  of  a  speedy  settlement 
of  this  controversy  to  France  as 
well  as  to  the  United  States ;  that, 
however  pressing  other  questions 
might  be,  there  was  none,  1  believ- 
ed, of  more  real  importance  to 
France  than  one  on  which  depend- 
ed the  preservation  of  friendly  rela. 
tions  with  the  United  States ;  that.it 
was  impossible  that  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries  could 
much  longer  remain  in  the  equivo- 
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Oftl  state  into  which  they  had  betm  saiioa  I  eougbt  with  him,  iutinialad 

brought  hy  the  contiaued  postpoDe-  to  me  that,  although  the  minialar 

ment  of  our  just  reclamations;  that  had  proposed  a  transaction  en  bloc, 

1  had  been  instructed  to  bring  the  it  could  be  arrived  at  r^ularlyooly 

subject  to  a  definite  conclusion,  one  by  a  previous    discussion  on  ihs 

way  or  the  other ;  and  that,  however  several  categories  of  daims  ooor 

much  the  government  of  the  Untied  tained  in  the  projet  of  a  treaty  oii. 

States  desired  such  a  result  as,  con-  ginally  submitted  by  me.  The  most 

forming  to  the  dictates  of  justice,  effectual  means  of  cutting  off  this 

would  be  the  means  of  consolidating  discussion,  now  become  useless  for 

the  friendship  of  the  two  countries,  it  all  purposes  but  those  of  delay, 

believed  that  a  decisive  result,  what-  seemed  to  be  to  place  on  record  the 

ever  might  be  its  nature,  was  now  proposition  for  a  transaction  e»  Msc, 

imperiously  called  for  by  the  cha-  which  had,  with  the  consent  of  botk 

cacter  and  dignity  of  both  govern-  parties,  put  aside  the  original  pro. 

ments.  jet.     On  the  2l8t  instant,  the  day 

After  an  earnest  conversation  of  aAer  the  prorogation  of  the  cham- 

an  hour,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to  hers,  therefore,  I  addressed  to  the 

impress  upon  the  minister,  under  minister  of  for^gn  affairs  a  note,  of 

various  points  of  view,  and  by  the  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in  which* 

exhibition  of  details,  the  great  im-  after  ui^ng  the  necessity  of  a  de. 

portance  to  France  of  friendly  con-  finite  adjustment  of  this  subject,  hj 

nezions  with   the    United  States ;  a  combined  appeal  to  the  interesti^ 

while  he,  not  denying  the  justness  the  honour,  and  the  good  feelings  of 

of  those  views,  spoke  of  the  intrin-  France,  I  stated  formally  the  aaseot 

sic  difficulty  of  all  money  questions  of  the  United  States  to  the  wish 

in  a  representative  government,  in-  which  he  had  expressed  for  closing 

creased,  in  the  present  instance,  by  the  affair  by  a  transaction  em  hUtc^ 

the  almost  unanimous  report  of  the  and  called  upon  him  to  make  me  a 

commission,   (points  on  which  I  ad-  specific   proposition   with  a  view  to 

dressed  to  him,  in  reply,  the  obser-  that  result. 

vations  which  seemed  to  me  appro.  Meeting  with  him  two  days  after 
priate;)  the  interview  terminated  the  presentation  of  this  note,  I  pro- 
with  the  repetition,  by  the  minister,  posed  to  call  upon  him  the  following 
of  the  promise  he  had  already  made,  day  to  receive  his  proposition  ;  but 
that,  after  laying  the  subject,  at  an  he  requested  me  to  postpone  my  call 
early  day,  before  the  council,  he  two  days  more,  to  the  26th  instant, 
would  make  me  a  specific  proposi-  when  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  make 
tion.  me  an  offer.  On  that  day,  accord- 
Having  already  experienced  the  ingly,  I  waited  upon  him,  and  found 
uncertainty  of  these  promises,  and  Monsieur  Deffandis  with  him,  who 
knowing  that,  in  the  habits  of  remained  during  the  whole  of  the 
French  diplomacy,  no  great  impor-  interview. 

tance  is  attached  to  verbal  commu-        The  minister  commenced  the  cod- 

nications,  I  determined   to  make  a  versation   by  stating  that  he  felt  a 

moi^  formal  appeal  to  the  attention  sincere  desire  to  sec  the  two  coun- 

of  the  government,  in  writing.  This  tries  united  in  the  bonds  of  the  clo* 

appeared  to  me  the  more  necessary,  sest  friendship  ;  that  the  only  Rx>de 

as  Monsieur  Defiandis,  the  directeur  of  attaining  this  result  was,  by  a 

of  the  second  division  of  the  depart-  simultaneous  adjustment  of  all  dif- 

ment  of  foreign  affairs,  in  a  conver-  ferences  by  one  and  the  same  trans- 
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hcHion ;  that  Prance  had  her  oom.  report,  his  majesty's  govertimeat^ 
plaints  as  well  as  the  United  States ;  in  its  sincere  desire  to  givd  satisfac- 
that  she  had  been  deprived  of  most  tion  to  the  United  States,  had  de- 
Taluable  privileges  secured  to  her  tenniiied  not  to  limit  itself  to  the 
navigation  by  the  eighth  article  of  sum  indicated  by  the  oommissiony 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana ;  but,  in  a  spirit  of  signal  good  faith, 
and  the  proposition  he  was  about  to  (avec  une  bonne  foi  extreme,)  had 
make  to  me  contemplated  the  pay-  authorized  him  to  propose  the  sum 
ment  by  France  of  such  a  sura  as  of  fifteen  millions  of  francs  as  a  de« 
might  appear  to  be  fkirly  due  to  the  finitive  adjustment  of  all  the  sub- 
United  States,  after  balancing  jects  in  controversy  between  the 
against  oar  reclamations  the  value,  two  countries. 
both  past  and  prospective,  of  her  I  replied  to  him  that  I  was  alto- 
rights  under  the  Louisiana  treaty.  gether  astonished  at  such  a  propo* 

1  remarked  that  the  government  sition;  that  the  government  of  the 
of  the  United  States  would  never  United  States,  instead  of  seeing  in  it 
consent  to  any  reduction  from  the  an  evidence  of  good  faith,  could  re- 
iooontestable  claims  of  its  citizens  on  gard  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
aecoont  of  this  disputed,  and,  as  it  mockery,  and  equivalent  to  an  abso- 
believied,  wholly  unfounded  preten.  lute  refusal  of  justice ;  that  if  it  was 
sion  of  France  under  the  eighth  ar-  to  be  considered  as  a  definitive  pro« 
ticle  of  the  Louisiana  treaty;  that  position  on  the  part  of  France,  I  had 
there  was  no  proper  connexion  be-  only  to  say  that  the  negotiation 
tween  the  two  subjects;  that  the  was  at  an  end,  and  that  it  would  be 
government  of  the  United  States,  for  each  government  to  recur  to  its 
however,  while  it  was  firmly  and  rights,  and  its  sense  of  its  own  dig- 
irrevocably  determined  never  to  ad-  nity  and  honour, 
mil  any  abatement  of  the  just  de-  He  protested  that  the  French 
mands  of  its  dtizens  on  account  of  government  thought  it  ftir  from 
the  pretension  in  question,  had  al-  being  an  unreasonable  offer,  and 
ready,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  that  I  must  reflect  upon  it. 
friendly  liberality,  proposed  a  ch<»ce  I  replied  that  such  a  proposition 
of  two  distinct  bases  for  its  arrange-  did  not  require  a  moment's  reflec- 
ment ;  one  of  which,  in  fact,  had  tion ;  that  it  was  not  only  unreason- 
been  acceded  to  by  the  late  govern-  able,  but  derisory ;  and  that  no 
ment*  other  answer  could  be  given  to  it 

Monsieur  Deffandis  here  interpo-  than  that  which  I  had  alreadj^  ex- 
fled,  by  observing  that,  although  pressed. 

the  late  government  had  given  its        In  the  course  of  this  interview, 

assent  to  the  basis  referred  to,  yet  which  continued  more  than  an  hour, 

it  had  been  done  in  a  confidential  many  incidental  points*  such  as  the 

correspondence,  which  did  not  carry  alleged  exaggeration  of  the  annount 

with  it  an  absolute  obligation.  of  the  claims  ;  the  true  measure  of 

After  some  further  conversation  indemnity  as  depending  on  the  origi- 

on  this  topic,  which  amounted  to  nal  cost  of  the  cargoes  in  the  United 

very  little  more  than   a  repetition  States,   or  the  enhanced  sales  in 

of  what  had  been  said  in  former  France,  6sc.,  &c.,  &c.,   were  ear- 

eonfereoces,  Count  Sebastiani,  re-  nestly  discussed  on  both  sides.     Il 

ferring  to  the  report  made  by  the  is  not  deemed  important,  if  it  were 

oommission,  said  that,  notwithstand.  practicable,  to  recapitulate  all  that 

mg  the  great  weight  due  to  that  was  said.    The  interview  tennina- 
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ted  widi  a  firm  renewal  of  the  de- 
claration I  had  made,  if  the  propo- 
sition of  the  minister  was  to  be  re- 
garded  as  definitive ;  while  he,  not 
willing  to  say  that  it  was  so,  begged 
roe  to  reflect  upon  it. 

Having  already  had  several  con- 
versations with  Monsieur  Casimir 
Perrier,  the  president  of  the  coun- 
cil of  ministers,  on  the  subject  of 
our  reclamations,  and  knowing  the 
great  influence  which  his  character 
and  official  station  would  give  him 
in  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  had  addressed  a  note  to  him 
requesting  a  conference ;  for  which 
his  answer  fixed  the  27th  instant, 
the  day  afler  my  interview  with  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

I  waited  on  him  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, and  commenced  the  con- 
versation by  calling  his  attention  to 
the  high  interests  fbr  France  invol- 
ved  in  a  good  understanding  with 
the  Unit^  States;  the  preserva- 
tion of  which  must  now  depend  on 
the  adjustment  of  the  controversy 
which  had  already  so  much  disturb- 
cd  the  natural  relations  of  the  two 
countries.  I  told  him  how  totally 
inadmissible  was  the  propo<sition 
made,  the  day  before,  by  Count 
Scbastiani,  and  that  I  hoped  he 
would  see  the  necessity  of  authori- 
zing him  to  make  one  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent character.  Hi&  said  he  felt 
all  the  importance  of  cultivating 
good  relations  with  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  was  sincerely 
desirous  of  adjusting  this  ancient 
controversy,  but  that  their  finances, 
as  I  saw,  were  exceedingly  deran- 
ged, and  that  there  would  be  great 
difficulty  in  reconciling  the  cham- 
ber  of  deputies  to  an  additional 
charge  on  the  enfeebled  resources 
of  the  state,  for  claims,  too,  which 
had  not  arisen  from  any  wrong 
done  'by  the  present  government  of 
Franca.    Still,  he  was  anxious  that 


justice  should  be  done  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  two  countries 
should  be  restored  to  their  natiooal 
cordiality  and  good  feelings;  that 
Count  Sebastiani,  in  a  few  days, 
would  be  authorized  to  make  me 
another  proposition,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  satisfactory ;  and  that  the 
United  States  would  be  expected, 
on  their  part,  to  show  a  friendly 
consideration  of  the  actual  situatioa 
of  France,  by  every  practicable 
indulgence.  This  is  but  a  bii^ 
outline  of  *the  conversation,  which 
is  sufficient,  however,  to  give  you  a 
correct  idea  of  its  spirit  and  ten- 
dency. 

In  dining  at  the  Palais  Rojral  on 
the  25th  instant,  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  renewing  the  appeal  to  the 
personal  sentiments  of  the  King,  in 
the  course  of  a  conversation  which 
permitted  me,  without  an  appear- 
ance of  importunity,  to  allbde  to 
the  importance  of  consolidating,  by 
an  act  of  justice,  the  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  The  King 
expressed,  as  he  has  always  done, 
very  cordial  sentiments  fbr  the 
United  States ;  said  he  had  frequent- 
ly  called  the  attention  of  his  minis- 
ters to  the  necessity  of  settling  oar 
reclamations ;  that  they  had  always 
objected  the  embarrassed  state  of 
their  finances,  but  he  hoped  they 
would  yet  find  the  means  of  doing 
justice. 

Although  the  proposition  made 
by  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs  is 
a  very  discouraging  deiut,  yet  the 
feelings  expressed  by  the  king,  and 
the  declarations  of  the  president  of 
the  council,  superadded  to  the  pro- 
fessions which  have  already  been 
made  by  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  of  a  desire  to  terminate  the 
existing  diflerences  with  the  United 
States  in  an  honourable  manner, 
forbid  me,  absolutely  to  dei^Mur. 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  *  gene. 
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ral  dedarationft  are  a  very  unsub* 
staDtial  ground  of  hope;  and  the 
farther  progress  of  the  negotiation, 
in  which  no  exertion  shall  be  omit, 
ted,  on  my  part,  must  be  awaited, 
to  fbnn  an  opinion  as  to  the  possi- 
bility  of  bringing  this  old  and  disa- 


greeable controyersy  to   any  ad- 
missible conclusion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 
Your  most  ob't  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Burbn, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Note  to  Count  Sebastiam. 


Paris,  31ft  AprU,  1831. 

MoNsistra  LB  CoMTB  :  Although 
the  various  interviews  with  which 
your  excellency  has  favoured  me, 
leave  but  little  to  add  to  the  obser- 
vations I  have  had  the  honour  of 
presenling  to  you  orally,  in  relation 
to  the  £grant  wrongs  heretofore 
iufiered  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  acts  of  the  French 
government,  and  for  which  indemni- 
ty has  been  so  long  demanded,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  my  duty,  under  the 
instructions  of  my  government, 
again  to  call  your  excellency's  at- 
tention  to  the  importance  of  an  early 
and  definitive  disposition  of  this  un- 
pleasant subject. 

The  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  the  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States  cannot  but 
be  a  subject  of  painful  reflection  to 
the  patriots  of  both  countries. 
There  are  no  two  governments,  it 
18  firmly  believed,  which  have  more 
motives  to  cultivate  a  cordial  good 
understanding  with  each  other  than 
those  of  his  majesty  and  of  the 
United  States ;  and  yet  such  has 
been  the  unhappy  influence  of  this 
long  protracted  question,  that  their 
relations,  at  the  present  moment, 
exhibit  an  aspect  altogether  equi- 
vocal and  precarious.  This  unna- 
tural state  of  things,  so  contrary  to 
the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the 
two  peoploi  the  government  of  the 


United  States  anxiously  desires  to 
see  terminated. 

Your  excellency  is  apprized  that 
the  late  government  of  France, 
notwithstanding  the  pretexts  for  re^ 
pelling  our  reclamations  afforded 
by  the  political  doctrines  it  profess- 
ed, was  on  the  point  of  adjusting 
them  when  the  events  of  July  last 
put  an  end  to  its  existence.  Hii 
majesty's  accession,  in  the  pledges 
of  his  well  known  personal  virtues, 
and  in  the  elevated  probity  of  high 
national  morality  which  were  an- 
nounced as  the  ruling  maxims  of 
his  government  could  not  but  give 
increased  confidence  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  prompt  and  loyal  termina- 
tion of  this  unpleasant  question.  I 
-need  not  say  what,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  the  disap- 
pointed and  painful  impression  pro- 
duced upon  the  feelings  of  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  the  United 
States,  if  they  should  now  find  their 
just  demands  oppoeed  by  new  de- 
lays. 

Your  excellency,  I  flatter  myself, 
cannot  but  see  that  the  interests  of 
France  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
speedy  suppression  of  this  germ  of 
discord  between  the  two  countries. 
France  cannot,  it  is  hoped,  regard 
with  indifference  the  preservation  of 
friendly  oxinexions  with  the  United 
States.  Not  to  speak  of  the  im- 
portance of  those  connexions  to  her, 
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in  a  politioal  point  of  view,  arinng  of  preserving  their  htcttooaf  from 

from  the  position  and  resources  ot  internjqjtion,  and  oi  estaUishini^  on 

the    United  States  as  a  maritime  a  lasting  founcfeition,  those  fiiendly 

E>wer,  her  commerce  alone  with  the  relations  which  are  the  intraest  of 

oited  States  is,  in  itself  a  conside-  both»  that  the  gavemment  of  die 

ration  sufficiently  important  to  aWa-  United  States  now  insists  upon  the 

ken  all  the  attention  of  her  enlight-  definitive  adjustment  of  a  sul^eot 

.ened  statesmen.     That  commerce  which  has  been  fruitful  of  so  much 

is  shown  bj  the  official  documents  discontent  and   unpleasant  discus- 

of  France  to  be  by  far  the  most  va-  sion. 

luable  foreign  trade  she  now  en-        1  have  already  had  the  honour  of 

joys.     It  forms,  indeed,  at  the  pre-  submitting  the  projet  of  an  arrange- 

sent  moment,  the  great  support,  ex*  ment,  with  a  view  to  this   result, 

ternally,  of  the  leading  branches  of  That  projet,  after  fixing  the  priod- 

French  industry,  and  is  destined,  in  ples  upon  which  the  reclamations 

the  future,  if  flustered  by  a  wise  and  were  to  be  liquidated,  provided  for 

friendly  policy,  to  receive  progres-  the  formation  of  a  jdnt  commiaaiQa 

give  developments,  of  which  the  ra-  to  examine  end  decide  upon  the  vali- 

pid  increase  of  population,  and  of  dity  of  the  respective  claims,  and 

the  means  of  consumption  over  an  to    ascertain,  in  each    case^    the 

immense  territory,  will  be  the  only  amount  to  be  paid  by  France.  Your 

assignable  limit.  excellency,  however,  has  intimated 

Interests  so  vast  and-  important  to  me  that  his  miyesty'a  govermnenl 

ought  not,  surely,  to  be  compnv  desires  to  settle  the  subject  by  a 

mised,  when  nothing  is  wanting  bui  transaction  en  hloCf  in  whidi  the 

an  act  of  unquestionable  justice  on  United  States  shall  agree  to  accept 

the  part  of  France  to  place  them  a  gross  sum  in  discharge  of  all  the 

on  a  stable  foundation,  and  to  open  daims.     My  government,  anxious 

before  them  a  career  of  unbounded  to  conform,  as  far  as  possiblo^  to  the 

extension.      If  that  act  of  justice  wishes  and  convenience  of  his  nnu 

were  now  promptly  and   frankly  jesty's  government,  will  not  object 

rendered,    the    two    governments  to  concluding  an  arrangement  ctt 

would  at  once  return  into  the  cordial  that  basis. 

relatk>ns  natural  to  them ;  and  the  in-        I  therefore  await  the  (Mopootion 

fiuenceof  those  ancient  attachments  which  your  exceUeancy  has  promis* 

and   faithful  sympathies,  of  which  ed  to  make  me  to  that  end,  traatiiig 

the  recent  mamfostations  in  the  Uni^  that  it  will  be  made  without  fiulher 

ted  States  have  been  so  enthusiastic  delay  ;  and  that,  keeping  in  view 

and  unanimous,  would  be  seen  in  the  magnitude  and  aggravated  ch^ 

the  lasting  consolidation  of  a  sin*  facter  of  the  injuries  sustained  bj 

cere  friendship,  and  the  rapid  deve-  our  citizens,  it  will  be  such 

lopmmit  of  a  varied  and  beneficial  as  shall  answer  the  great 

intercourse.  of  justice  and  conciliation. 

While,  however,  so  fundamental       I  have  the  honour  to  be,  wbh  die. 
a  question  as  that  involved  in  the  tinguished  consideration,  your 

.pending  reclamations  shall  remain  excellency's  most  eb&dxeok 

unsettled,  touching,  as  it  does  most  and  humble  servant, 

intimately,  the  sensibility  as  well  as  W.  C.  Rivia, 

the  rights  of  the  American  people.  His  Exc'y  Couitt  Sssistiahi, 
there  can  be  nothing  stable  or  satis-  Minuter  Sec'y  of  State  for 

factory  in  the  relations  of  the  two  Fordgn  JUfair: 

countries.    It  is  in  the  ardent  desire 
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No.  71.  Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Paris,  May  7, 1831.  the  estimate  presented  by  Mr.  Bar- 

Sia,  low  to  the  Duke  d'Alberg  in  1812, 

The  firmness  of  the  declaration  of  which  1   had  no  knowledge  at 

made  by  me,  in  my  interview  with  the  time  that  the  statements  eom« 

the   minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  municated  to  the  commission  wero 

the  26th  ultimo,  was  not  without  its  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  lega- 

efiect.     On  the  28th  he   addressed  tion. 

me  a  note,   (the  copy  of  which  is  The  minister  still  insisted   that 

enclosedt)  inviting  me  to .  another  our  claims  were  vastly  exaggera- 

conference  on  the  following  day.    I  ted,  but  said,  as  a  last  evidence  of 

waited  upcm  him  accordingly  at  the  the  equitable  and  friendly  disposi- 

time  appointed  :  he  commenced  the  tions  of  his  majesty's  government, 

conversation,  by  asking  me  if  I  had  he  would  agree  to  go  as  fiur  as  24 

reflected   upon  the   proposition  he  millions  of  francs,  payable  by  iostal^ 

had  made  me  in  our  last  interview ;  ments  in  six  years,  which  was  more 

to  which  I  replied  that,  having  had  than  double  the  sum  fixed  by  the 

twenty  years  to  reflect  upon  our  commission ;  that  this  was  their  ul- 

grievances,  it  required  very   little  timatum,  and  he  repeated  several 

time  now  to  decide  upon  the  propo-  times,  with  much  earnestness,  that  it 

ntion  he  had  made.  was  the  extreme  and  last  ofler,  (le 

He  then  said  he  had  again  brought  dernier  mot. ) 
the  subject  before  the  council,  and  I  said  to  him  that  I  would  not  ac- 
.  tiiat  they  had,  in  a  spirit  of  great  cede  to  it ;  that  however  disposed ' 
liberality,  authorized  him  to  offer  the  govemm^it  of  the  United  States 
me  twenty  millions  of  francs.  I  was  to  make  every  practicable  eon- 
answered  that  that  sum  was  also  cession  for  the  sake  of  termifiating 
entirely  inadmissible,  and  I  entered  this  unpleasant  duteussion,  the  aban« 
into  various  catcubtions,  derived  donment  of  so  large  a  portion-of  the 
from  sourcj^  independeDt  of  the  ttu  amount  ciaimed  by  its  citizens  was 
bular  statements  I  had  communica-  a  sacrifice  it  could  not  make, 
ted  to  the  commission,  for  the  pur-  He  replied  that  the  offer  he  had 
pose  of  showing  that  the  amount  of  just  made  was  one  of  extreme  libe- 
the  daims  was  not  so  much  exag-  rality ;  that  it  would  subject  the  mi- 
gerated  as  he  supposed.  These  nisters  to  a  severe  responsibility 
caloulatkMDS  were  founded  chiefly  before  the  chambers ;  that  he  had 
on  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  been  already  warned  from  various 
communicated  by  the  president  to  quarters  that  he  would  be  held  to  a 
congress  on  the  6th  of  July,  1812,  strict  account  for  his  settlement  of 
stating  the  whole  number  of  Ame-  this  affair ;  and  added  that  Mr« 
rican  vessels  captujped  or  seized  un-  Roux  had  written  that  fifteen  mil- 
der the  authority  of  France,  taken  lions  of  francs  would  be  willingly 
in  connexion  with  an  averaged  price  received  by  the  claimants  and  by 
deduced  from  an  ofiicial  return  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
the  sales  of  thirty -six  Amerk^an  ves*  and  that  nobody  in  the  United  States 
sels  and  cargoes  sold  by  order  of  expected  mors  than  twenty  millions, 
the  French  goversment  at  Bayonne«  I  remarked  that  it  was  hardly 
w  the  2d  of  August,  1810,  and  on  probable  that  Mr.  Roux  knew  bet- 
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ter  than  myself  the  expectntions  and  sincere  spirit  of  conciliationy  woaM 

feelings   either  of  the  claimaots  or  be  willing  to  accept  a  sum  consider- 

of  the   government  of  the   United  ably  below  the   amount   claimed ; 

States ;  that,  in  regard  to  the  diffi-  and  I  then  mentioned  the  sum  of 

culties  he  apprehended  in  the  cham-  forty  millions  of  francs   as  one  to 

bersy  their  reproaches  would  certain-  which  it  might  accede   as  a  com- 

ly  be  much  louder,  if,  by  refusing  to  promise. 

do  an  act  of  unquestionable  justice.  He  said  the  government  of  France 
he  should  forfeit  to  France  the  ad-  would  never  consent  to  such  a  trans- 
vantages,  so  important  to  her  both  action ;  that  they  had  already  done 
in  a  commercial  and  political  point  all  that  it  was  possible  for  man  to  do 
of  view,  of  friendly^  relations  with  (tout  ce  qui  est  humainement  pos. 
the  United  States ;  that  the  oppo-  sible,)  in  offering  24  millions  of 
sition  had  already  reproached  the  francs ;  that  they  could  go  no  fiir. 
ministry  (unjustly,  I  have  no  doubt,)  ther ;  that  he  and  Monmeur  Per- 
with  not  having  secured  any  allies  rier  were  the  only  members  of  the 
for  France  in  the  existing  crisis  ;  council  who  were  willing  to  go  so 
and  that  nothing  could  afford  a  more  far  ;  all  the  rest  were  strongly  op- 
triumphant  answer  to  that  reproach  posed  to  it,  and  were  exceedmgly 
than  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  had  discontented  that  the  offer  had  beien 
re-established  a  cordial   friendship  made. 

with  their  ancient  ally  the  United        After  many   arguments  on  my 

States,  and  at  no  other  expense  than  part  to  show  the  liberal  character  of 

that  of  fulfilling  an  obligation  of  the  the  proposition  I  had  made,  ail  of 

strictest  justice.  which   were  contested,  and  met  by 

The  interview  terminated   with  contrary  statements  on  his,  I  re- 

the  renewed    protestation,  on   his  marked  that  the  government  of  the 

part,  that  the   proposition  he  had  United  States  could  not  but  see  with 

just  made  was  their  ultimatum,  <<  le  painful  sentiments  the  reluctance  of 

dernier  mot,"  and  with  the  declara-  France  to  satisfy  its  just  demands, 

tion,  on  rnine^  that  I  could  not  ac-  while  those  of  all  other  powers  had 

cept  it.  been  long  ago  discharged ;  and  that, 

Meeting  with  Monsieur  Sebas-  in  the  impossibility  which  seemed 
tiani  the  following  day  at  the  Palais  to  exist  of  agreeing  upon  a  transac- 
Royal,  on  the  occasion  of  the  king's  tion  fi>r  a  given  sura,  it  only  re- 
fute, and  deeming  it  important  to  mained  for  me  to  recur  to  my  on- 
keep  up  an  active  pursuit  of  the  ginal  prqjet  for  the  formation  of  a 
subjectnow  that  it  was  under  serious  mixed  commission  to  examine  all 
consideration,  I  asked  him  to  indi-  the  reclamations,  and  to  determine 
cate  a  time  when  I  might  have  ano.  the  amount  really  due. 
ther  conversation  with  him.  He  He  said  that  he  did^not  think  that 
proposed  an  early  hour  the  next  the  present  government  of  France 
morning,  (the  1st  of  May,)  when  I  ever  could  consent  to  put  itself  in 
called  upon  him,  and  remarking  the  [)ower  of  any  tribunal,  but  that, 
tliat,  in  an  affair  of  so  much  import-  upon  the  course  which  the  negotia- 
ance  to  both  countries,  no  effort  at  tion  ought  now  to  take,  he  would 
acconunodation  ought  to  be  omit-  consult  the  council, 
ted,  I  said  that  though  I  could  not  Dining  with  the  president  of  the 
accept  tho  sum  he  had  proposed  the  council  in  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  before,  yet  the  government  of  day,  I  availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
the  United  States,  animated  with  a  tunity  again  to  call  bis  atlention  ta 
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the  subject  of  the  negotiation,  but  as  certainly  not  the  interest  of  either 
the  conversation  was  necessarily  country  to  make  an  arrangement 
brief  and  hurried,  I  asked  his  per-  whioh  the  legislative  authority  here 
mission  to  call  upon  him  at  some  might  refuse  to  carry  into  execu« 
moment  of  leisure,  as  I  was  anxious  tion.  He  then  added,  that,  as  two 
to  convince  him,  by  the  exhibition  sums  had  now  been  indicated  as  the 
of  some  official  and  authentic  docu-  basis  of  a  transaction — one  by  the 
ments,  that  the  losses  sustained  by  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  another 
our  citizens  were  not  so  much  ex-  by  me — the  subject  would  again  be 
aggerated  as  they  had  been  repre-  submitted  to  the  council  which  was 
sented  to  be.  He  proposed  an  early  to  meet  that  evening,  and  the  next 
hour  the  next  morning,  when  I  day,  or  the  day  after,  the  minister 
waited  upon  him,  but  as  he  had  of  foreign  affairs  would  be' able  to 
just  received  a  message  to  attend  communicate  to  me  the  result. 
the  king,  the  interview  was  adjourn-  After  some  further  conversation, 
ed  to  the  following  day,  the  3d  in-  in  the  course  of  which  I  made  the 
stant.  I  then  call&d  upon  and  show-  explanations  that  seemed  to  be  call- 
ed him  the  statement  of  the  number  ed  for  as  to  the  circumstances  at- 
of  captures,  &c.,  presented  to  con-  tending  the  prosecution  of  our  claims 
gress  in  1812,  the  official  return  of  during  the  period  of  the  restoration, 
the  sales  made  at  Bayonne  in  1810,  I  dwelt,  in  taking  leave  of  him,  on 
the  estimate  of  Mr.  Barlow,  &c.,  thegreat  importance  of  a  perfect  re- 
drawing from  them  the  same  con-  establishment  of  cordial  relations  be- 
clusions  I  had  done  in  my  interview  tween  the  two  governments,  which 
with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  I  flattered  myself  was  a  good  work 
on  the  29th  ultimo.  reserved  for  the  illustration  of  a  mi- 
He  said  he  had  already  seen  the  nistry  that  had  given  so  many  other 
most  of  these  pieces ;  that  he  was  proofs  of  its  wisdom.  He  respond- 
Batisfied  the  losses  sustained  by  our  ed  to  this  appeal,  by  saying,  with 
citizens  had  been  very  great,  though  great  earnestness,  that  there  was 
the  amount  of  them  still  seemed  to  nothing  he  more  anxiously  desired, 
bim  very  much  overstated.  it  In  pursuance  of  the  intimation 
ought  always,  however,  to  be  borne  given  by  the  president  of  the  coun- 
in  mind  that  these  losses  had  not  cil,  I  called,  on  the  5th  instant,  at 
proceeded  from  any  act  of  the  pre-  the  oflice  of  foreign  affairs,  to  learn 
sent  government  of  France ;  that  from  the  minister  what  determ'.ua- 
our  claims  for  indemnity,  moreover,  tion  had  been  taken  by  the  council. 
had  been  faintly  urged  during  the  He  said  the  council  remained  im- 
whole  period  of  the  restoration;  movable,  (inebranlable;)  that  they 
that  the  settlement  of  them  ought  to  would  not  agree  to  go  beyond  the 
have  been  insisted  on  when  the  sum  he  had  already  offered  ;  and 
claims  of  the  European  powers  that  they  were  sorry,  indeed,  (fort 
were  adjusted ;  that  it  was  particu-  embarrasses,)  that  so  much  had 
larly  hard  that  the  burden  of  their  been  offered.  I  repealed  that  the 
adjustment  should  now  fall  upon  the  offer  he  had  made  was  inadmissi- 
existing  government  in  the  present  ble,  and  I  entered  into  additional 
crippled  state  of  its  resources,  and  reasonings  and  illustrations  to  show 
wi>eD  all  of  its  expenses  were  upon  its  inadequacy.  I  again  alludtd  to 
a  war  footing ;  that  the  chambers  the  feelings  that  would  be  excited  in 
would  be  exceedingly  opposed  to  the  United  States  by  the  distinction 
their  payment ;    and  that  it  was  which  the  government  of  France 
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seemed  to  make  in  the  settlement  of  sis  of  a  traosacticHO,  no  other  means 
our  claims  and  those  of  some  other  seemed  to  remain  for  arriTing  at  a 
powers.  friendly  termination  of  the  discus- 
He  said  the  only  power  whose  sion,  than  to  constitute  a  mixed 
claims  had  heen  paid,  in  any  large  commission  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
proportion,  was  Great  Britain ;  and  amininff  the  various  reclamatioDfl^ 
that  the  claims  presented  by  her  and  ofdetermining  their  just  amount 
were  of  a  character  wholly  pecu-  Having  perceived  the  decided  re- 
liar,  being  for  property  in  the  public  pugnanoe  of  the  minister  to  this 
funds,  held  under  all  the  guaranties  proposition,  I  thought  it  expedient  to 
of  national  faith ;  that  the  claims  of  urge  it  as  the  most  likely  means  ol 
the  other  powers  of  £urope  were  inducing  him  to  offer  better  tenns 
entirely  different  from  ours,  being  for  a  transaction.  The  interview 
founded  on  positive  engagements,  terminated  with  the  renewal  of  the 
and  though  tlieir  reclamations  had  declaration  he  had  already  made» 
been  urged,  with  arms  in  their  that  the  government  of  Fiance 
hands,  France  had  [>aid  them  a  never  could  consent  to  submit  ques- 
much  smaller  proportion  of  what  tiona  of  much  importance  to  any 
they  claimed  than  that  which  was  tribunal  other  than  that  which  ex- 
now  offered  to  us ;  that  we  our-  isted  in  its  own  sense  of  justice, 
selves  had  accepted  from  Denmark  a  Meeting  with  the  president  oi  the 
much  smaller  proportion  of  oiir  council  again  in  the  evening  of  the 
claims  than  what  was  now  offered  same  day,  he  made  some  general 
by  France,  though,  in  that  case,  the  remarks  on  the  subject  of  our 
claims  were  addressed  to  the  same  claims,  and  expressed  a  dispositioD 
government  that  had  committed  the  to  have  a  further  conversation  with 
wrongs ;  that  the  proposition  he  bad  me.  He  seemed  not  to  be  appn- 
made  to  me  was,  in  truth,  a  great  sed  of  what  had  passed  between  the 
sacrifice  on  their  part,  and  intended  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and  my- 
as  a  special  mark  of  their  considera-  self,  in  the  morning.  On  the  fol- 
tion  and  friendship  for  the  United  lowing  day  I  addressed  a  note  to 
States  ;  that,  whatever  might  be  the  him,  in  which,  availing  myself  of  the 
abstract  theory  of  the  law  of  nations,  permission  he  had  given  me,  I  arit- 
it  was  impossible  that  the  present  ed  him  to  indicate  an  hour  when  it 
government  of  France  could  be  would  be  convenient  to  him  to  grant 
bound  to  make  full  and  entire  com-  me  another  interview.  His  answer, 
pensation  for  all  the  wrongs  commit-  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  inform- 
ted  by  Bonaparte ;  that  the  whole  ed  me  that,  as  soon  as  he  should 
property  of  the  nation  would  be  in-  have  seen  and  conferred  with  the 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  he  would 
I  need  not  detain  you  with  the  again  write  to  me,  and  fix  the  time 
observations  I  made  in  reply.  I  for  an  interview, 
concluded  by  remarking  that  the  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
government  of  the  United  States  With  great  respecct, 
had  manifested  its  willingness  to  ad-  Your  most  ob't  servant, 
just  this  affair  on  reasonable  and  W,  q^  Rtvbs. 
liberal  terms ;  but  as  we  had  not  -,  ^  _^  .,  ._  „ 
been  able  to  agree  upon  the  sum  To  the  Hon.  M.  Van  Buekh, 
which  might  properly  form  the  ba-  Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  72.  Mr.  Sives  to  Mr.  Van  Bwren. 

Paris,  May  29, 1831.  at  the  peri6d  of  the  restoration,   as 
81S9  being  drawn  from  an  era  of  national 
Notwithstanding   the    positive  degradation,  and  submission  to  fo« 
declaration  of  the  minister  of  foreign  reign  bayonets.    Having  mentioned 
affairs,  detailed  in  my  last  despatch,  to  him  that  there   had  been  many 
I  still  had  hopes,  particularly  from  examples  of  these  commissions  in 
the  remarks  made  to  me  by  the  pre-  our  relations  with  England,  whose 
sident  of  the  council  on  the  6th  in-  government  had  never  been  sup. 
stant,  that  they  might  yet  advance  posed  to  be  wanting  in  a  just  senti« 
beyond  the  offer  they  had  made  ment  of  self  respect  and  of  national 
roe.     I  awaited,  therefore,  the  flil-  pride,  I  carried  with  me,  on  this  oc« 
filment  of  the  promise  contained  in  casion,  the  collection  of  our  treaties, 
his  note  of  the  6th  instant,  that,  afler  in  which  I  pointed  out  to  him  the 
conversing  with  the  minister  of  fo-  examples  alluded  to.     He  said  in 
reign  affairs,  he  would  again  write  all  those  instances,  the  situation  of 
to  me,  and  give  me  an  appointment  the  British  government  was  differ- 
Ibr  a  conference.  ent  from  that  occupied  by  the  go- 
About  this  time,  however,  as  you  vernment  of  France ;  that  the  com* 
will  see  from  the  journals  of  that  missions  it  had  agreed  to  constitute^ 
date,  considerable  agitations  again  were  the  means  of  fixing  its  respon- 
occurred  here,  and  were  renewed  sibility  for  its  own  acts';  but  that, 
from  day  to  day.     Taking  it  for  in  the  case  of  France,  the  responsi- 
granted  that  these  disorders,  the  bility  sought  to  be  enforced  was  for 
surveillance  and  repression  of  which  thd  acts  of  a  distinct  government ; 
appertained  to  the  department  of  and  that  the  present  government  of 
the  intenor,  of  which  the  President  France  never  would  admit  the  prin- 
of  the  council  is  mmister,  would  ex-  ciple  of  an  absolute  and  indiscrimi- 
clusively  occupy  him  for   several  nate  responsibility  for  all  the  wrongs 
days,  I  thought  it  might  not  be  alto-  of  the  imperial  regime, 
gether  useless,  in  the  mean  time,  to        Afler  some  farther  discussion  on 
have  another  interview  with  the  mi-  this  point,  which   it  is  not  deemed 
nister  of  foreign  affairs.     This  I  ob-  important  to  detail,  the  conversation 
tatned  on  the  10th  instant.  returned  to  the  question  of  the  ade- 
From  the  strong  aversion  he  had  quacy  of  the  offer  he  had  made  for 
discovered  to  a  mixed  commission,  a  transaction  ;  in  regard  to  which, 
nothing  appeared  to  me  more  likely  however,  all  my  efforts  were  yet 
to  produce  an  efiect  on  him   than  unavailing   to    produce   a  change 
again  to  urge  that  as  the  necessary  of  the  position  he  had   heretofore 
and  only  alternative,  provided  we  taken. 

could  not  agree  on  the  terms  of       On  the  14th  instant,  I  had  my 

a  transaction.     He  had  objected,  in  interview  with  the  president  of  the 

a  former  conversation,  that  it  would  council.     Afler  some  preliminary 

be  incompatible  with  the  just  pride  conversation  on  points  which  had 

and  dignity  of  the  French  govern-  already  been  discussed,  he  remark* 

ment  to  submit  itself  to  the  decisions  ed,  that  the  sum  I  had  proposed  as 

of  any  tribunal  whatever ;    and  he  a  compromise  was  so  much  beyond 

repudiated  the  precedents  of  similar  what  they  could,  under  any  circum- 

ooromissionsy  constituted  in  France  stances,  think  of  paying,    that  it 
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rendered  all  prospect  of  an  arrange-  result.     On  my  asking  him  when  I 
ment  hopeless ;  hutif  I  would  name  should  again  call  to  receive  that 
some  sum  considerably  below  that,  communication,  he  said  that,  on  the 
an  arrangement  might  yet  be  prac-  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesdayt 
ticable.     I    replied   that,  knowing  he  would,  in  all  probability,  be  able 
the  sincere  desire  of  my  govern-  to  give  me  a  definitive  answer, 
ment   to  bring    this    disagreeable        On  Tuesday,  the  17th   instant, 
question  betA%een  the  two  countries  therefore,  I  again  called  upon  him ; 
to  an  amicable  conclusion  if  it  were  but  he  said  the  council   had  been 
poisible,    I  was   disposed,   on  my  so  much  occupied  with  other  ques- 
part,  to  make  eveiy  reasonable  and  tions  of  great  urgency,  that  he  had 
proper  concession  ;  that  in  the  pre-  not  had  an  opportunity  of  laying 
sent  Ktate  of  the  negotiation,  the  na-  before  them  what  had  passed  in  our 
tur;.!    -^nJ   only   means   of  accord  lost  conversation.     He  would,  how- 
seenK    .o  be  mutual  approximation  ever,  do  so  at  the  earliest  moment, 
by  mj.adi  ani  equal  concessions  ;  and  in  four  or  five  days  I  might  ex- 
and  that,   a'!;:ng  on  that  principle,  pect  he  would   be  prepared  to  give 
in  a  spirit  of  frankness   and  con-  me  an  answer.     With  this  under* 
ciliation,  I  would    be  willing,  upon  standing,  the  interview  ended  ;  not, 
my   own    responsibility,    to    meet  however,  until  I  had  profited  of  the 
them  at  a  middle  point  between  the  occasion  again  to  impress  upon  him 
twosums  which  had  been  respective-  the  great  importance  of  an  early, 
]y  proposed  by  the  minister  of  fo-  as  well  as  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
reign  affairs  and  myself.     He  said  a  question  which  so  seriously  af> 
that  point  was  too  high  ;  but,  afler  fected  the  relations    between   the 
the  declaration  I  had  made,  he  ho-  two  countries, 
ped  and  thought  an   arrangement        On  the  21st  instant,   I  repeated 
might  ^et  be  effected,  and  that  eve-  my  call  on  the  minister,  who  then 
ry  thing  which    was    practicable  informed  me  that,  since  our  last  in- 
should  be  done,  on  his  part,  to  ac-  terview,  he  had  brought  before  the 
complish  it.  council  the  question  arising  out  of 
Immediately  af\er  this  interview  my  late  conversations  with  the  pre- 
with  the  president  of  the  council,  I  sident  of  the  council  and  himself, 
called  on  the  minister  of  foreign  af-  But  that  two  of  the  ministers  (the 
fairs,  to  whom  I  repeated  the  decla-  minister  of  war  and  the  minister  of 
ration  I  had  made  to  the  president  commerce)  were  absent  with  the 
of  the  council,  accompanied  with  a  king,  (who  had  set  out  on  an  ex- 
renewed  and   earnest  enforcement  cursion  to  Normandy,  on  the  16th 
of  all  the  considerations  of  policy,  instant,)  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
as  well  as  good  feeling,  which  so  others  were  of  opinion  that  a  ques- 
strongly  invited  to  a  frank  and  loyal  tion  of  so  much  importance  and  re- 
termination  of  this  unpleasant  con-  sponsibility  as  that  presented  by  our 
troversy.     Afler  speaking  of  the  claims,  could  not,  with  propriety,  be 
many  difiiculties  of  the  question,  he  acted  upon  but  in  the  presence  of  a 
said  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  full  council ;    that  the  further  con- 
terminating  it  in  a  satisfaetory  man-  sideration  of  it,  therefore,  had  been 
ner  if  it  were  possible,  and  that  he  adjourned  till  the  return  of  the  king ; 
would  again   bring  it  before  the  but  that  immediately  afler  his  ma- 
oouncil  in  the  shape  which  was  now  jesty's  return,  which  was  expected 
given  to  it,  and  in  a  few  days  would  in  five  or  six  days,  he  would  again 
be  able  to  communicate  to  me  the  call  up  the  question,  and  obtain  aa 
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«arfy  decision  of  it.     Indulging  the  power  to    conclude    treaties  with 

expressions  of  regret  which  the  dis-  other  states  ;  that  foreign  ministers 

appointment  called  forth,  I  had  no  were  accredited   to  him  alone,  and 

other  alternative    than   an  acqui-  could   not   be  turned  over,  directly 

cscence  in  this  new  delay.  or  indirectly,  to  any  other  depart- 

The  king  returned  on  the  morn-  ment  of  the  government.  I  added, 
ing  of  the  27th  instant,  and  on  the  too,  with  emphasis,  that,  in  the  lively 
ibHowing  day  I  called  both  bn  the  sensibility  which  existed  on  this 
president  of  the  council  and  the  subject  in  the  United  States,  a 
minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  my  prompt  termination  of  the  discus- 
interview  with  the  president  of  the  sion  had  become  indispensable  to  a 
council,  I  remarked  to  him  that,  af-  continued  harmony  between  the  two 
ter  the    conversation    which   had  countries. 

passed  between  us  a  fortnight  ago.        He  acknowledged  the  justness  of 

1  had  hoped  that  the  disagreeable  these  observations  :  said  he  had  not 

<luestion  with  which  we  had  been  so  intended,  formally,   to   propose   an 

long    occupied    would   have   been  adjournment  of  the  question  till  the 

promptly  arranged.     He   referred  meeting  of  the  chambers,  but  had 

to  the  absence  of  the  king  and  of  only  suggested  it  in  the  way  of  in- 

the  two  ministers  who  accompanied  quiry ;  and,  in  concluding  the  inter- 

him,  as  having  rendered  the  delay  view,  promised   distinctly  that  the 

inevitable.     He  then  said  that  but  subject  should  be  again  brought  be^ 

for  the  chambers  there  would   be  fore  the  council   at  a  very  early 

less  difficulty  in  arrangbg  this  qnes-  moment,  with  a  view  to  a  definitive 

tion ;  but  that  he  apprehended  a  ve-  arrangement,  if  that  should  be  found 

ry  serious  opposition  to  it  on  their  practicable,  as  he   hoped  it  might 

part,  which  might  even  more  se-  be. 

riously  embroil  the  relations  of  the        After  leaviiig  the  President  of 

two  countries  by  refusing  to  carry  the  council,  I  went  to  the  office  of 

into  execution    any    arrangement  foreign   affairs,   and  reminded  the 

"Which  should  be  made.     He  added,  minister  of  his  promise  to  bring  our 

that  two  months,  sooner  or  later,  negotiation  to  a  conclusion  imme-^ 

coM  not  be  of  much   importance  diately  afler  the  return  of  the  king. 

in  the  settlement  of  this  question,  I  dwelt  upon  the  present  unsatisfac- 

«ind  asked  me  if  there  would  be  any  tory  state  of  the  relations   between 

objection  to  adjourning  its  decision  the  two  countries,  and  told  him  how 

till  the  meeting  of  the  chambers,  indispensable  it  was  to  the  prejserva. 

when  the  ministers  could  have  an  tionuf  their  mutual  good  understand* 

opportunity  of  consulting  some  of  ing,  that  an  end  should  be  promptly 

the  leading  members  of  the  two  put  to  this  disagreeable  question.  He 

houses  ?  suggested  at  first,  as  the  president 

I  replied  that,  after  the  long  de-  of  the  council  had  done,  the  idea  of 

lays  to  which  we  had  already  been  postponing  it  till  the  meeting  of  the 

•subjected,  such  a  proposition  never  chambers ;  but,  after  the  observa- 

could  be  assented  to,  and  could  not  tions  I  made,  he  abandoned  the  sug. 

be  viewed  otherwise  than  as  want-  gestion,  and  promised  to  bring  the 

ing  in  respect  to  the  United  States ;  subject  again  before  the  council  at 

that  the  king,  by  his  ministers,  was  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 
the  organ  and  representative  of  the        In  the   recital  of  the  numerous 

nation  towards  foreign  powers ;  that  conferences   with    the  minister  of 

the  cheiter    had   given  him  full  foreign  affairs  and  the  president  of 
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the  council,  of  which  an  account  is 
reodcred  in  this  and  the  preceding 
despatch,  it  has  not  heen  possible 
for  me  to  detail  all  the  observations 
which  were  made,  on  both  sides,  in 
the  course  of  so  many  conversations 
of  a  very  diversified  range,  and 
ffenerally  of  protracted  duration. 
My  object  has  been  to  furnish  a 
faithful  history  of  the  successive 
stages  of  the  negotiation,  in  giving 
the  spirit  and  substance,  as  well  as 
the  result,  of  each  interview  ;  and 
to  report  much  more  fully  the  ob- 
servations of  the  king's  ministers 
than  my  own,  deeming  it  impor- 
tant,  in  the  present  state  of  the  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries, 
that  every  means  should  be  aHbrd- 
ed  of  appreciating  the  conduct  and 


principles  of  this  gOTeronent  by 
the  declaration  of  its  own  organs. 
On  my  part,  I  flatter  myself  tbat 
no  consideration  of  justice  or  pofip 
cy ;  no  argument,  whether  of  prin- 
ciple or  detail,  derived  from  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  the  redans^ 
tions  themselves,  or  from  the  inte- 
rests of  France  in  the  preservatJoD 
of  friendly  relations  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  been  omitted  to  be 
urged  with  the  zeal  and  energy 
which  the  occasion  has  demanded* 
I  have  the  honour  to  bey 
With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  RrvKS. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buk£Si 
Secretary  of  SUUe. 


No.  73. 


Extract. — Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Burtn. 


PariB,  Jane  14, 1831. 

Sir, 

On  the  first  instant,  supposing 
that  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for 
^he  deliberations  of  the  council,  1 
called  again  on  the  minister  of  fO' 
reign  affairs  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  final  decision  of  the 
French  government. 

The  minister  told  me  that  he  had 
brought  the  subject  ogain  before 
the  council,  and  that  it  had  been 
most  maturely  and  deliberately  con* 
sidered  ;  that  he  and  Monsieur  Per- 
rier,  the  president  of  the  council, 
had,  with  much  difficulty,  prevailed 
on  them  to  add  one  more  million  to 
the  offer  which  had  been  already 
made  me,  but  that  was  unequivocal. 
ly  their  ttfttmoluiit,  and  he  was  di- 
rected to  announce  it  to  me,  in  the 
most  solemn  form,  as  such  ;  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  influential  men,  members 


of  both  chambers,  that  the  of^r  of 
twenty-four  millions,  heretofore 
made,  was  greatly  too  much  ;  that 


f  9  9  r 

and  other  leading  members  of  the 
one  chamber  or  ttie  other,  whom  be 
mentioned,  had  already  expressed 
that  opinion  to  him,  and  emf^atical- 
ly  warned  him  of  the  serious  diffi- 
culties to  which  this  afiair  would 
expose  ministers  before  the  cham- 
bers ;  that,  under  these  cireum- 
stances,  nothing  but  high  foUtical 
considerations,  and  the  strong  desire 
they  felt  to  establish  the  most  friend- 
ly  relations  with  the  United  States 
had  induced  them  to  go  as  &r  as 
they  had  done,  but  that  they  had 
now  advanced  to  a  limit  which  no^ 
thing  whatever  could  induce  them  to 
pass. 

I  replied  that,  afler  the  numerous 
and  detailed  discussions  which  bad 
already  taken  place,  it  was  useless 
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to  diflcnM  the  adequacy  of  the  pro-  justly  due,  do  not  exceed  fire  mil- 
poeitioo  he  had  just  made  :  my  on-  lious  of  dollars,  two  millions  of 
ly  object  was  to  know  the  final  de-  which,  he  adds,  ^  there  can  be  no 
termination  of  the  French  govern-  expectation  ever  will  be  obtained/' 
menty  that  I  might  come  to  a  deter-  I  thought  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 
mination  alike  final  on  my  own  in  securing  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
part,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  position  now  made  by  the  French 
of  further  unpleasant,  as  well  as  government*  I  therefore  prepared 
unprofitable  discussions. '  the  projet  of  a  convention,  (of  which 

He  repeated,  that  what  he  had  a  copy  accompanies  this  despatch,) 

just  stated  to  me  was  the  final  and  and,  on  the  third  of  June,  presented 

unchangeable  determination  of  the  it  to  the  ministers. 
French  government,  and  he  wished        Afler  reading  it  over,  he  signified 

me  to  consider  it  as  then  announced  his  approbation  of  the  principal  dis- 

to  me  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  positions  of  it,  with  a  special  excep. 

I  then  observed  to  Count   Sebas-  tion,  however,  of  the  fifth  article, 

tiani,  that  nothing  had  yet  been  said  which  contains  a  renunciation  of  the 

of  interest  upon  the  sum   proposed  French  claims,  and  particularly  of 

to  be  paid  by  the  French  govern-  the  claim  founded  on  the  eighth  ar- 

ment,  but  that  it  was  an  indispen.  tide  of  the  Louisiana  treaty.     He 

sable  element  in  judging  of  the  pro.  said  there  were  claims  of  French 

position  he  had  made,  and  must  be  subjects  against  the  United  States  of 

understood,  before  I  could  come  to  indispensable    justice,    which    the 

a  decision  upon  that  proposition.  Americcui    government   could   not 

He  replied  that,  under  the  cir-  certainly  refuse  to  satisfy  in  the  mo- 
cumstances  of  the  case,  interest  was  ment  of  obtaining  justice  for  its  own 
by  no  means  a  matter  of  course ;  citizens ;  and  that,  in  regard  to  their 
that  their  ofier  had  always  been  ac-  claim  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
companied  with  the  express  condi-  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana,  it 
tion  of  payment  in  six  years  ;  that  was  too  well  fi)unded,  and  of  too 
they  were  not  bound,  therefore,  by  much  importance  to  be  abandoned, 
the  addition  of  interest,  to  make  it  without  a  fair  and  just  equivalent, 
equivalent  to  a  cash  payment ;  but  especially  afler  the  liberal  proposi. 
nevertheless  the  council,  in  their  tion  they  had  made  for  the  pay- 
anxious  desire  to  terminate  the  af-  ment  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens, 
fair,  had  authorized  him,  if  I  insist-  I  observed,  that  no  allusion  hav- 
ed  upon  it,  to  agree  to  pay  an  inte-  ing  been  made  in  the  course  of  our 
rest  of  four  per  cent.,  which  was  negotiation  to  the  claims  of  French 
the  highest  they  had  ever  paid  to  a  subjects,  I  had  taken  it  for  granted 
foreign  government,  in  a  similar  that  there  were  none  which  were 
transaction.  supposed  to  merit  the  patronage  of 

With  these  explanations  the  in-  the  French  government ;  and  that, 

terview  terminated.  with  respect  to  the  Louisiana  ques- 

In  this  slate  of  things,  finding  no-  tion,  I  had  flattered  myself  that  the 

where  a  more  authoritative  estimate  present    government     of     France 

of  the  just  amount  of  the  claims  of  would  no  longer  insist  on  a  preten- 

our  citizens  than  that  contained  in  sion  which  had  been  heretofore  used 

Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch  of  14th  Ja-  chiefly  as  an  expedient  for  evading 

nuary,  1822,  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  in  the  justice  due  to  our  citizens, 
which  he  expresses  the  opinion  that        He  replied,  that  the  negotiation 

all  the  claims  of  every  description,  in  which  we  were  engaged,  as  ex- 
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presal  J  stated  in  the  report  approved  States,  he  said  that  the  onmmwwiion, 
07  the   king  in  October  last,  had  unanimously  coDCuriing  in  the  opi- 
three  distinct  objects :  first,  the  liqui-  nion  that  the  claim  asserted  by  die 
dation  of  the  claims  of  American  French    goremment    was    clearly 
citizens  against  France ;  secondly,  supported  by  the  language  of  the 
the    liquidation  of   the    clainns  of  treaty,  and  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
French  subjects  against  the  United  action  itself,  thou^t  that  the  propo- 
States ;  and,  thirdly,  the  adjustment  sed  reduction  of  duties  on  Freoch 
of  the  great  question  respecting  the  wines  did  not  ofier  an  equiyaksnt  for 
execution  of  the  Louisiana  treaty ;  its  abandonment ;  but  that  the  Uni- 
that  the  natural  march  of  discussion  ted  States  ought  also  to  grant  a  oor- 
was  to  treat  these  objects  successive-  responding   reduction  of  the  duties 
]y ;   that  he  had  not  thought  it  ne*  on  French  brandies, 
cessary  or  proper  to  say  any  thing        After  some  further  oonveTsatioii, 
of  the  claims  of  French  subjects  till  which  it  is  not  important  to  detail 
those  of  American  citizens  had  been  the  minister  remarked  that  he  was 
disposed  of:  but,  having  now  come  as  yet  very  imperfectly  informed  as 
to  an  understanding  respecting  the  to  the  points  which  remained  to  be 
latter,  it  remained  to  adjust  the  for.  adjusted,  and  that  it  would  be  neoes- 
mer,  as  well  as  the  reclamation  re-  sary,   therefore,  to  reserve  the  dis- 
lative  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  cussion  of  them  for  another  ooca- 
Louisiana  treaty,  which,  he  repeat,  sion. 

ed,  was  too  clearly  founded  in  the  Finding  that  the  claim  of  the 
language  of  that  instrument,  as  well  heirs  of  Beaumarchais,  which  alone 
as  in  the  convictions  of  the  French  amounted  to  more  than  three  mil- 
government  and  nation,  ever  to  be  lions  of  francs,  was  to  be  eexnestly 
gratuitously  abandoned.  insisted  on,  I  thought  it  important  to 
The  minister  then  sent  for  Baron  possess  the  mind  of  the  minister  as 
Deffandia  to  give  information  re-  promptly  as  possible  with  those  dr- 
specting  the  claims  of  French  sub.  cumstances  belonging  to  the  history 
jects  against  the  United  States,  as  of  the  times,  which  had  produced  a 
well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  was  belief  in  the  United  States  that  the 
proposed  to  settle  the  Louisiana  supplies  which  formed  the  subject 
question.  The  Baron  mentioned  the  of  the  claim,  were,  in  fact,  derived 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Benumarchais ;  from  the  gratuitous  assistance  of 
the  French  vessels  destroyed  at  the  French  monarch. 
Savannah  and  Norfolk,  in  1611 ;  the  On  the  4th  instant,  therefore,  I 
four  which  were  captured  by  Cap*  again  called  on  him,  and  entered  into 
tain  Stockton,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  an  historical  exposition  of  this  claim, 
in  1822;  and  divers  other  claims,  and  of  the  circumstances  connected 
some  of  which  I  then  heard  of  for  with  it,  founded  on  the  documents 
the  first  time.  In  regard  to  the  which  had  been  published  in  the  Uni- 
manner  of  settling  the  question  con-  ted  States.  Count  Sebastian!  remark, 
cerning  the  eighth  article  of  the  ed  that  he  knew  very  little  of  the  in. 
Louisiana  treaty,  afler  alluding  to  trinsic  merits  of  this  claim,  but  it 
the  understanding  which  had  taken  seemed  to  him  that  the  government 
place  in  the  time  of  Monsieur  Polig-  of  the  United  States  stood  committed 
nac's  ministry  for  an  abandonment  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the 
of  this  pretension,  in  consideration  DukedeRichelieu,  of  the  2d  Decern- 
of  a  temporary  reduction  of  the  du-  her,  1816,  connected  with  the 
ties  on  French  wines  in  the  United  duke's  answer,  to  pay  it,  and  it  was 
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a  matter  of  much  surprise  in  France 
that  it  had  not  been  heretofore  paid. 
I  replied  by  calling  his  attention  to 
the  language  of  the  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  Duke 
de  Richelieu,  as  not  justifying  the 
inference  he  had  drawn  from  it* 

The  minister  then  said  he  had  not 
yet  had  time  to  make  himself  tho. 
roughly  acquainted  with  this  claim, 
or  the  others  which  would  be  pre- 
sented ;  that  he  would  be  necessa- 
rily occupied  with  other  matters  of 
great  urgency  before  the  departure 
of  the  king,  who  was  to  set  out  on 
the  6th  instant  on  an  excursion  into 
the  eastern  departments ;  but  that, 
if  I  would  call  again  on  Wednesday 
the  8th  instant,  he  hoped  then  to  be 
able  to  enter  with  me  on  this  part  of 
our  negotiation. 

On  the  8th  instant,  accordingly,  I 
called  agam  at  the  office  of  foreign 
affairs;  but  the  minister  informed 
me  that  an  exposition  of  the  French 
claims,  which  was  preparing  in  the 
bureau,  had  not  yet  been  completed, 
and  he  was  consequently  not  ready 
to  enter  upon  the  subject  with  me  ; 
that  it  would  probably  be  finished 
that  day  or  the  next,  and,  after  read- 
ing it,  he  would  immediately  send  it 
to  me,  that  I  might  make  my  obser- 
rations  upon  it. 

On  the  10th  instant,  not  having 

fet  received  the  promised  exposition, 
renewed  my  call  at  the  office  of 
foreign  affairs;  but  the  minister, 
being  urgently  occupied  with  the 
affairs  of  Belgium,  which  had  at 
that  moment  assumed  a  very  criti- 


cal  and  menacing  aspect,  from  the 
refusal  of  the  congress  to  comply 
with  the  demand  of  an  unqualified 
adhesion  to  the  protocols  of  the  Lon- 
don conference,  he  sent  me  an  apo- 
logy for  not  being  able  to  see  me, 
and  requested  that  I  would  return  on 
the  following  day. 

On  the  11th,  when  I  returned, 
the  minister  was  on  the  point  of 
leaving  his  hotel,  on  an  occasion 
connected  with  the  same  eugro6»ing 
topic  of  Belgian  affiiirs,  and  I  was 
again  disappointed  in  the  hope  of  a 
conference. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  thought  it 
important  that  the  proposition  which 
had  been  made  by  the  French  go- 
vernment for  the  adjustment  of  our 
claims  should  be  put  on  record,  and, 
with  that  view,  as  well  as  to  accele- 
rate the  progress  of  the  negotiation, 
I  yesterday  addressed  to  the  minis- 
ter a  note  accompanied  by  the  projet 
of  a  convention,  copies  of  both  of 
which  are  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 
Your  most  ob'd't  serv't, 
W.  C.  RrvES. 
To  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Burew 

Secretary  of  tSUUe. 

P.  S.  Lest  by  possibility  the 
important  despatch  of  Mr.  Gallatin, 
of  the  14th  January,  1822,  herein 
befi>re  referred  to,  may  not  be  on 
the  files  of  the  state  department,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  it  taken  from  the 
books  of  this  legation. 


Hr 
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TT.  C.  Ewes  to  Count  Sebasiianif  Minister  Secretary  of  State  for  ike 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Parii,  Jane  13, 1831.  proposition,  to  wit,  the  blank  fbr  the 
MoNsnuR  LB  CoHTB :  principal  sum  to  be  paid  with  the 
The  explanations  which  have  sum  oftwenty.five  millions  of  francs, 
already  taken  place  in  the  numerous  that  for  the  interest  with  four  per 
conferences  which  I  have  had  the  cent.,  &c.  &o. 
honour  of  holding  with  your  excel-  If  this  projet  should  not  meet  the 
lency  on  the  subjects  of  the  negotia-  views  of  your  excellency  in  all  re- 
tion  with  which  we  have  been  re-  spects,  as  the  general  approbation  of 
cently  occupied,  leaving  very  little  it  expressed  by  you  assures  me  that 
more  to  be  done  than  the  formal  it  does  in  the  main,  I  take  the  liberty 
execution  of  what  has  been  mu-  to  invite  your  excellency  to  state 
tually  agreed  upon,  it  has  appeared  to  the  result  of  your  observations  up- 
me  that  the  readiest  mode  of  bring-  on  it,  in  the  form  of  admission,  mo- 
ing  the  negotiation  to  a  termination,  dification,  or  substitution  of  the  res- 
would  be  the  presentation  of  regu-  pective  articles,  that  being  obvious* 
lar  conventional  articles.  I  have,  ly  the  best  means  for  arriving  at 
therefore,  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  prompt  practical  conclusion 
your  excellency  the  projet  of  a  con-  which  is  believed  to  be  equally  in 
vention,  in  English  and  in  French,  the  interests  and  wish  of  bc^  par- 
which  your  excellency  will  recog-  ties. 

nise  to  be  the  same  as  that  1  had  the  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

honour  to  hand  you  on  the  8d  in-  With  distinguished  conside- 

^tant,  except  that  the  blanks  lefl  ration,  your  exc'y's  roost 

in  that  are  now  filled  up  according  obed't  servant, 

to  the  terms  of  your  excellency^  W.  C.  Rit£8« 


Projet  of  Convention. 


The  United  States  of  America,  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice 

and  his  majesty  the  king  of   the  and  consent  of  the  senate,  William 

French,  equally  desiring  by  a  just  C.  Rives,  envoy  extraordinary  and 

and  amicable  tennination  of  the  dis-  minister    plenipotentiary    of     the 

cussioDs  which  have  arisen  between  said    United    States  at  the  court 

the  governments  of  the  two  coun-  of   his  majesty  the  king  of   the 

tries,  to  extinguish  all  source  of  French;    and     his    majesty     the 

misunderstanding    between    them,  king  of  the  French,        *         * 

and  to  establish  their  friendship  and  *         «         *      ^l^o^  ^(^^^  ^y^ 

harmony  on   a  lasting  foundation,  ing  exchanged  their  full    powers, 

have,  for  this  purpose,  respectively  found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 

named  their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  agreed  upon,  and    concluded    the 

the  president  of  the  United  States  following  articles. 
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Article  !•  made  in  such  manner*  and  upon  such 

principles,  as  shall  be  determined 

His  majesty  the  king    of  the  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 

French  engages  to  pay  to  the  go-  or  by  a  tribunal  to  be  organized  by 

vemment  of  the  United  States  the  them  for  that  purpose, 
sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  francs 

on  account  of  the  reclamations  pre-  Ahticlb  4. 
ferred  by  the  said  government  in 

behalf  of  its  citizens  for  the  alleged  Tn  order  to  facilitate  the  investi- 

capture,  seizure,  sequestration,  con-  gation  and  adjustment  of  the  said 

demnation,  or  destruction,  of  their  claims,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 

vessels  and  cargoes  or  other  pro-  French  engages,  when  thereunto 

perty,  by  the  public  or  private  arm-  requested,  to  cause  to  be  delivered 

ed  ships,  the  tribunals,  officers,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 

other  authorities  of  France  ;  which  be  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose, 

sumoftwenty.five  millions  of  francs  by  the  government  of  the  United 

the  government  of  the  United  States  States,  all  such  documents,  papers, 

agrees  to  receive,  and  to  cause  to  judicial  acts  or  other   proceedings, 

be  distributed  among  the  several  existing  in  the  archives  of  the  prize 

claimants.  tribunals,  or  of  other  departments 

of  the  French  government,  as  relate 

Article  2.  to  the  acts  for  which  the  foregoing 

indemnity  is  stipulated  to  be  paid. 

The  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty-five 

millions  of  francs  shall  be  paid  at  Articlb  5. 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  six  an- 

hual  instalments,  of  frcs.  4166.666.  The  government  of  the  United 
66  each,  and  to  such  person  or  per-  States  hereby  definitively  renounces 
sons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  the  reclamations  which  have  beeuy 
government  of  the  United  States  to  or  might  hereafter  be,  formed,  res- 
receive  the  same;  the  first  of  the  pecting  the  illegal  captures,  seizures, 
said  instalments  to  be  paid  at  the  sequestrations,  condemnations,  and 
expiration  of  one  year  following  the  other  injuries  hereinbefore  mention- 
date  of  this  convention,  and  the  ed  ;  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
others  at  successive  intervals  of  a  French,  on  his  part,  abandons  the 
year,  one  after  another,  till  the  reclamations  which  have  been  here- 
whole  shall  be  paid.  tofore  presented  by  the  government 

At  the  payment  of  each  of  the  of  France  against  the  United  States, 

said  instalments,  the  interest  there-  particularly  in  what  relates  to  the 

upon,  as  well  as  upon  the  other  in-  discussibns  which  have  taken  place 

stalments  then  remaining    unpaid,  between  the  two  governments    re- 

which  is  hereby  fixed  at  the  rate  of  specting  the  execution  of  the  eighth 

four  per  centum,  to  be  computed  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of 

from  the  date  of  this   convention,  Louisiana, 
shall  be  likewise  paid. 

Article  6. 
Article  3. 

The  present  convention  shall  be 

The  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  duly  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the 
in  question,  and  the  distribution  of  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at 

the.  above  mentioned  sums,  shall  be  Washington  in  the  space  of 
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W.  C.  Rives  to  Couni  SebasUanif  Minister  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

JDepartmetU  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Parii,  Jane  13, 1831. 
MONSIBUR  LB  COHTB : 

The  explanationa  which  have 
already  taken  place  in  tho  numerous 
conferences  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  holding  with  your  excel- 
lency on  the  subjects  of  the  negotia- 
tion with  which  we  have  been  re- 
cently occupied,  leaving  very  little 
more  to  be  done  than  the  formal 
execution  of  what  has  been  mu- 
tually agreed  upon,  it  has  appeared  to 
me  that  the  readiest  mode  of  bring- 
ing the  negotiation  to  a  termination, 
would  be  the  presentation  of  regu- 
lar conventional  articles.  I  have, 
therefore,  the  honour  to  submit  to 
your  excellency  the  projet  of  a  con- 
vention, in  English  and  in  French, 
which  your  excellency  will  recog- 
nise to  be  the  same  as  that  1  had  the 
honour  to  hand  you  on  the  8d  in- 
stant,  except  that  the  blanks  lefl 
in  that  are  now  filled  up  according 
to  the  terms  of  your  excellency^ 


proposition,  to  wit,  the  blank  for  the 
principal  sum  to  be  paid  with  the 
sum  of  twenty. five  millions  of  franci^ 
that  for  the  interest  with  four  per 
cent.,  &c.  &c. 

If  this  projet  should  not  meet  the 
views  of  your  excellency  in  all  re- 
spects, as  the  general  approbation  of 
it  expressed  by  you  assures  me  that 
it  does  in  the  main,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  invite  your  excellency  to  state 
the  result  of  your  observations  up- 
on it,  in  the  form  of  admission,  mo- 
dification, or  substitution  of  the  res- 
pective  articles,  that  being  obvious- 
ly the  best  means  for  arriving  at 
the  prompt  practical  conclusioQ 
which  is  believed  to  be  equally  in 
the  interests  and  wish  of  both  par- 
ties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  distinguished  conside. 
ration,  your  exc'y's  most 
obed't  servant, 

W.  C.  Rites. 


Projet  of  Convention. 


The  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
French,  equally  desiring  by  a  just 
and  amicable  termination  of  the  dis- 
cussions which  have  arisen  between 
the  governments  of  the  two  coun- 
tries,  to  extinguish  all  source  of 
misunderstanding  between  them, 
and  to  establish  their  friendship  and 
harmony  on  a  lasting  foundation, 
have,  for  this  purpose,  respectively 
named  their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit, 
the  president  of  the   United  States 


of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  William 
C.  Rives,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
said  United  States  at  the  court 
of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
French ;  and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  French,        *        * 

*  *  *  who,  after  hav- 
ing  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  in  good  and  due  form,  have 
agreed  upon,  and  concluded  the 
following  articles. 
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Article  !•  made  in  such  manner*  and  upon  such 

principles,  as  shall  be   determined 

His  majesty  the  king    of   the  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 

French  engages  to  pay  to  the  go.  or  by  a  tribunal  to  be  organized  by 

vemment  of  the  United  States  the  them  for  that  purpose, 
sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  francs 

on  account  of  the  reclamations  pre-  Ahticlb  4. 
ferred  by  the  said  government  in 

behalf  of  its  citizens  for  the  alleged  In  order  to  facilitate  the  investi- 

capture,  seizure,  sequestration,  con-  gation  and  adjustment  of  the   said 

demnation,   or  destruction,  of  their  claims,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 

vessels  and  cargoes  or  other  pro-  French   engages,  when   thereunto 

perty,  by  the  public  or  private  arm-  requested,  to  cause  to  be  delivered 

ed  ships,  the  tribunals,  ofRcers,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 

other  authorities  of  France  ;  which  be  duly  authorized  for  that  purpose, 

Bumof  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  by  the  government  of  the  United 

the  government  of  the  United  States  States,  all  such  documents,  papers, 

agrees  to  receive,  and  to  cause  to  judicial  acts  or  other   proceedings, 

be  distributed  among  the  several  existing  in  the  archives  of  the  prize 

claimants.  tribunals,  or  of  other  departments 

of  the  French  government,  as  relate 

Aeticle  2.  to  the  acts  for  which  the  foregoing 

indemnity  is  stipulated  to  be  paid. 

The  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty-five 

millions  of  francs  shall  be  paid  at  Asticlb  5* 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  six  an. 

nual  instalments,  of  frcs.  4166.666.  The  government  of  the  United 
66  each,  and  to  such  person  or  per-  States  hereby  definitively  renounces 
sons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  the  reclamations  which  have  been^ 
government  of  the  United  States  to  or  might  hereafler  be,  formed,  res- 
receive  the  same;  the  first  of  the  pecting  the  illegal  captures,  seizures, 
said  instalments  to  be  paid  at  the  sequestrations,  condemnations,  and 
expiration  of  one  year  following  the  other  injuries  hereinbefore  mention- 
date  of  this  convention,  and  the  ed ;  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
others  at  successive  intervals  of  a  French,  on  his  part,  abandons  the 
year,  one  after  another,  till  the  reclamations  which  have  been  here- 
whole  shall  be  paid.  tofore  presented  by  the  government 

At  the  payment  of  each  of  the  of  France  against  the  United  States, 

said  instalments,  the  interest  there-  particularly  in  what   relates  to  the 

upon,  as  well  as  upon  the  other  in-  discussibns  which  have  taken  place 

stalments  then  remaining    unpaid,  between  the  two  governments    re- 

which  is  hereby  fixed  at  the  rate  of  specting  the  execution  of  the  eighth 

four  per  centum,  to  be  computed  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of 

from  the  date  of  this   convention,  Louisiana, 
shall  be  likewise  paid. 

Article  6. 
Article  3. 

The  present  convention  shall  be 

The  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  duly  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the 

in  question,  and  the  distribution  of  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at 

the.  above  mentioned  sums,  shall  be  Washington  in  the  space  of 
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months  after  the  date  of  the  signa-  ligiieGi   these  articles,  and  therato 

ture  hereof,   or  sooner  if  possible.  set  our  seals. 

In  foith  whereof,  and  in  rirtue  of        Done  at  Paris,  the  daj 

our  respective  full  powers,  we  have  of  1881. 


[translation.] 
Mr*  Rives  to  Count  Sebasiiani. 


Parii,  Jane  13,  1831. 
MONSISTTR  LB  COMTE : 

After  the  explanations  which 
have  been  made  on  both  sides  in 
the  many  conferences  we  have  had 
on  the  subject  of  this  negotiation, 
I  conceive  that  as  nothing  but  a 
formal  conclusion  remains  to  be 
made,  the  best  plan  would  be  for 
me  to  present  a  draught  of  a  con- 
vention. Therefore,  I  now  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
exctlloijcy  a  projet  drawn  up  in 
Eii[;lish  and  French,  which  will 
be  found  to  be  the  same  submitted 
by  mo  on  the  3d  instant,  except 
that  the  blanks  left  in  the  latter 
have  been  filled  up  in  this,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  proposed  by  your 
excellency,  to  wit :  the  blank  rela- 
ting to  the  principal  to  be  paid  by 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of 


francs ;  that  respecting  the  interest 
by  the  words  ** four  per  cent  "  dec., 
&c. 

I  can  have  no  doubt,  after  the 
approbation  expressed  by  your  ex- 
cellency, of  the  general  tenor  oftbe 
treaty,  that  the  chief  propositioDi 
will  be  adopted  ;  but,  in  case  any 
portions  should  not  exactly  ooDform 
to  your  views,  I  request  that  your 
excellency  will  have  the  kioiLeBs 
to  make  known  your  wishes  under 
the  form  of  admissions,  modificatioos, 
or  substitutions,  of  the  proposed  ar- 
tides.  This  will  clearly  be  the 
easiest  method  to  arrive  at  a  defini- 
tive conclusion,  which  is  equally 
required  by  the  wishes  and  inter- 
est  of  both  parties. 

I  have  the  honour,  dzc.,  d^. 

W.  C.  Rnrxs. 


[translation.] 

Projet  of  a  Convention  between  the  United  States  and  France^  tubndtted 
hy  Mr.  Rives  to  Count  Sebasiiani^  onihclZih  June^  1881. 


His  majesty  the  king  of  the 
French,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  being  equally  desirous  to 
terminate  the  exisisting  difterences 
between  the  two  countries  in  a  just 
and  amicable  manner,  and  thus,  by 


destroying  all  causes  of  misunder- 
standing, to  establish,  on  a  lasting 
basis,  that  friendship  and  hanxxny 
which  should  hereafter  unite  thenot 
have,  to  that  effect,  named  their 
pective  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit : 
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His    majasty  the    king    of  the  remains  to  bo  paid ;  the  interest 

Preochy  *  *  «  being  fixed  by  this  convention  at  tiie 

*        "^        and  the  president  of  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 

United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad-  to  be  calculated  from  the  day  of  the 

vice  and  consent  of    the  senate,  signing  of  said  convention. 
William  C.  Rives,  envoy  extraordi-        Article  3.  The  definitive  settle- 

nary   and  minister  plenijpotentiary  ment  of  the  claims  in  question,  and 

of  the  said  United  States  near  the  the    distribution  of  the    specified 

court  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  sums,  will  be  conducted  afler  the 

French ;  who,  having  communica.  manner,     and    according  to     the 

led  to  each  other  their  full  powers,  principles,  which  may  be  laid  down 

found  to  be  in  due  and  proper  form,  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 

have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar-  or  by  the  tribunals  which  it  may 

tides  :  establish  for  the  purpose. 

Ardck  I,  His  majesty  the  king        Articled.  In  order  to  faciliate  the 

of  the  French  engages  to  pay  to  examination  and  adjustment  of  these 

the  government  of  the  United  States  claims,  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 

the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  French  engages  that  all  documents, 

francs,  in  acquittal  of  the  claims  judicial  or  other  papers,  relating  to 

preferred  by  Said  government  in  be-  the  objects  of  this  convention,  and 

half  of  its  citizens,  on  account  of  existing  among  the  archives  of  the 

illegal   captures,  seizures,  seques-  councils,    prize    courts,   or  other 

tration,  condemnation,  and  destruc-  branches  of  the  administration,  or 

tion  of  their  vessels,  cargoes,  and  departments  of  the    government, 

other  property,  by  the  armed  ships  shall  be  delivered  on  demand  of  per- 

of  the  state,  or  of  private  individuals,  sons  duly  authorized  thereto  by  the 

and  by  the  tribunals,  officers,  and  government  of  the  United  States, 
other  authorities  of  France  ;  which        Article  5.  The  government*  of 

sumof  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  the  United  States  does  hereby  re- 

the  government  of  the  United  States  nounce  all  claims  which  are  or  may 

consents  to  receive  and  distribute  be  preferred  on  account  of  seizures, 

among  the  various  claimants.  captures,  or  other  wrongs,  enume- 

Article  2.    The  abovementioned  rated  above ;  and  his  majesty  the 

sum  is  to  be  paid  at  Washington,  king  of  the   French,  on  his  part, 

in  six   annual  instalments  of  fi>ur  abandons  the  claims  hitherto  pre- 

millions  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  ferred  by  the  French  government 

thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-^ix  against  the  United  States,  noore  es. 

firancs   sixty-six  centimes,  each,  to  pecially  those  on  account  of  the 

such    person    or  persons  as    the  exeoution  of  the  eighth   article  of 

government  of  the  United  States  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana, 
may  authorize  to  receive  them ;        Article  6.  The  present  conven- 

the  first  instalment  to  be  paid  at  tion  shall  be  duly  ratified  by  the 

the  end  of  one  year  after  the  signing  two  contracting  parties,    and  the 

of  the  present   convention,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at 

ethers  at  the  end  of  each    year,  Washington  within  six  months  afler 

successively,   until  the  whole  be  the  date  of  the  signature  thereof 

paid.     To  the  amount  of  each  an-  and  as  soon  within  that  period  as 

nual  payment  shall  be  added  the  possible. 

interest  of  the  sum  then  paid,  as       In  faith  whereof,  and  in  virtue  of 

well  as  that  of  the  whole  sum  which  their  respective  full    powers,  the 
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above-mentioned     plenipotentiaries  Done  at  Paria,  this                 day 

have  signed  the  preceding  articles,  of                ,  in  the  year  eighteen 

and  have  thereunto  affixed  their  hundred  and 
seals. 


Pram  the  Minister  of  Foreign  A  fairs  of  France  to  Mr.  Bwes, 

PariB,  June  15, 1839.  the  United  States  which  have  been 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  considered  as  properly  comprehend- 

the  honour  of  transmitting  to  Mr.  ed  in  the  negotiation  now  gtxng  on. 

Rives,  according  to  his  promise,  six-  He  takes  this  occasion  to  assure 

teen  notes,  containing  an  exposition  Mr.  Rives  of  his  high  considere- 

of  all  those  French  claims  against  tion. 


[tbanslation.] 
Claims  of  France. 


Franes.     Ct. 


1.  Claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  for  articles  fur- 

nished  according  to  account  admitted  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1806  ;  being  prinicipal  and  interest  to 

that  date, 2,699,999 

Interest  on  the  above  sum  since  February  3,  1806, 

according  to  contract, 1,000,875 

2.  Value  of  the   privateers  Vengeance  and  Franchise, 

burnt  by  a  mob  at  Savannah,  in  1811,         .         •      170,000 

3.  Value  of  the  privateer  la  Revanche  du  Cerf,  burnt  in 

the  harbour  of  Norfolk,  in  1811,  by  an  unlawful 

force, 70,000 

4*  Claim  for  damages  sustained  by  the  ship  St.  Francois, 
which  was  obliged  to  alter  her  course,  and  to  re. 
ceive  on  board  36  English  prisoners  from  the 
American  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  ...         30,000 

5.  Claim  for  the  Jeune  Emilie  on  account  of  damages  si- 

milar to  those  sustained  by  the  St.  Francois,        .         40,000 

6.  Claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the  detention  of  the 

ship  Minerve  by  the  American  frigate  Constella* 

tion,  in  the  port  of  Mahon,  in  1823,    .         .         •  946 

7.  Claim  on  account  of  the  illegal   detention  of  the  Eu- 

gene  by  the  custom-house  officers  of  St.  Mary's 

river,  in  Florida,  in  1820,         ....         20,000 
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8.  Claim  on  account  of  exorbitant  salvage  duties  leried 
by  the  United  States'  schooner  Terrier  on  the 
French  jihip  Caljrpso,  viz. 

For  the  ship, 30,000 

For  the  cargo, 80,000 

0.  For  overcharge  of  duties  on  the  French  ship  PactolCf 

at  Pensacola,  in  1627,     •        -         -        -        .         12,000 

10.  Damages  sustained  by  the  Jeune  Eugenic,  from  her 

being  illegally  seized  on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the 
United  States'  schooner  Alligator,  and  from  depre- 
dations, 263,897 

11.  For  damages  sustained  by  the  ship  Mathilde  on   ac- 

count of  detention  by  the  United  States  schooner 

Alligator 60,000 

12.  For  damages  of  the  same  character  sustained  by  the 

Julie, 80,000 

18.  For  detention  of  the  Eliza  by  the  Alligator,    .         .        30,000 

14.  For  payment  of  four  drafis  upon  the  treasury  of  the 

union,  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  cashier 
of  the  French  treasury  on  account  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana, 101,534  41 

15.  For  the  amount  of  prizes  due  to  Frenchmen  of  the 

legion  of  Luxembourg  by  the  state  of  South  Ca- 
rolina ;  said  amount  now  lyings  in  the  Charleston 
bank.  See  memorial. 
10.  Claims  of  Frenchmen  to  lands  granted  them  by  the 
Indian  tribes  before  they  became  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States.     See  memorial. 


Sum  total  of  accounts  made  out,    -         .         -         .  4,689,241  41 


[tbanslation.] 

Note  1. — Beaumarchais^  Claim. 

The  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  claim  that  the  whole  debt,  up  to  this  mo. 
from  the  government  of  the  United  ment,  is  3,700,874  francs. 
States  payment  for  arms  and  The  government  of  the  United 
clothing  furnished  to  the  United  States,  however,  refuses  to  pay  this 
States  during  the  war  of  indepen-  debt,  alleging, j^^-*/,  that  Mr.  Beau- 
dence.  The  amount,  as  calculated  marchais  received  from  Count  de 
by  the  American  treasury  in  1806,  Vergennes,  in  1776  the  sum  of  one 
February  3d,  was,  in  principal,  million  (livres)  out  of  the  secret 
667,250  livres,  and  in  interest  up  fund  of  the  ministry  of  foreign  af- 
to  that  date,  2,032,749  livres.  The  fairs,  which  he  was  to  employ  in 
interest  since  that  period,  according  furnishing  the  very  articles  for 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  will  be  which  his  heirs  now  demand  pay- 
about  1,000,875  francs  more;  so  ment;  and  that  he  had  thus  received 
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more  than  he  laid  claim  to  aa  hav- 
ing been  advanced. 

Secondly.  That  the  above-men- 
tioned million  was  aflerwarda  count- 
ed in  the  donation  of  thru  milUons 
made  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  financial  treaty  of 
February  26,  1783. 

To  this  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais 
reply,  that  this  million  was  not  em- 
ployed in  furnishing  the  articles  for 
which  payment  is  now  demanded  ; 
and  that  M.  Beaumarchais  had  ren- 
dered account  thereof  to  the  French 
government,  which  alone  had  a 
right  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and 
receive  such  account. 

Things  being  in  this  state,  Mr. 
Gallatin,  on  the  2d  December,  1816, 
addressed  to  M.  de  Richelieu  a  re- 
quest that  he  would  give  him  some 
explanation  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  said  million  had  been  ex- 
pended,  adding,  that  an  explicit 
negative  declaration  by  the  French 
government  would  silence  the  ob- 
jection made  to  the  claim  by  the 
United  States. 

M.  de  Richelieu  replied  on  the 
16th  December,  1816,  in  a  manner 
entirely  favourable  to  the  heirs  of 
Beaumarchais;  for  he  declared, 
formally,  that  "the  million  given 
on  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  had  im- 
mediately reached  its  intended  des- 
tination, and  that,  (according  to  the 
custom  of  that  time,)  a  simple  ap- 


proval by  the  king  was  the  only  de« 
finite  account  {pUee  eompUMe)  of 
the  use  which  had  been  made  of  it ; 
this  approval  was  dated  December 
7, 1776,  but  a  few  months  after  the 
delivery  of  the  money;)  andthat» 
moreover,  from  a  new  ezaminatioQ 
of  the  &cti,  it  appeared  that  the  mil- 
lion  in  question  had  not  been  em- 
ployed by  M.  Beaumarchais  in  pur- 
chasing the  articles  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  United  States." 

M.  de  Richelieu  had,  therefbre, 
reason  to  hope  that  congress  would 
act  favourably  and  speedily  on  a 
claim  founded  upon  the  most  sacred 
obligations. 

Several  presidents  of  the  United 
States,  two  attorneys  general,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  the  congres- 
sional committees,  have  been  in  &- 
vour  of  acquitting  this  claim,  and,  in 
fact,  afler  the  express  declaratioo 
made  by  the  French  government, 
no  reason  can  be  given  for  deferring 
the  payment. 

It  may  be  observed,  besides,  that 
the  United  States  house  of  repre- 
sentatives appears  to  have  consider- 
ed the  question  ended,  by  its  adop- 
tion of  the  report  of  a  committee 
made  February  16th,  1824,  which 
hinted  that  the  executive  should 
include  this  claim  in  the  negotiations 
then  going  on  between  the  Uniled 
States  and  France. 


[tiunslatioit.] 

Note  2.— Cfam  on  account  of  the  French  vessels   Vengeance  and  Ftw*- 

chise. 


The  French  privateer  Vengeance, 
and  the  despatch  vessel  Franchise, 
were,  on  the  J  5th  of  November, 
1811,  burnt  in  the  port  of  Savannah, 
by  a  mob  which  hfcd  been  raised  on 


purpose  against  the  French.     The 

owners    claim   indemnification  finr 

their  losses,  which  they  have  prov- 

_ed  to  be  equal  to  170,000  francs. 

It  is  universally  admitted  that  aK 
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«laniages  sustained  in  ocmsequenoe 
of  popular  tumults  are  to  be  repair^ 
ed  either  by  the  district  in  which 
they  were  received,  or  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country ;  for,  in 
such  cases,  the  ordinary  tribunals 
are  incapable  of  rendering  justice  .to 
the  individuals  who  have  suffered. 
The  governments  under  the  faith 
and  protection  of  which  strangers 
place  their  persons  and  property, 
and  more  especially,  their  naviga- 
tion and  commerce,  should  secure 
them  from  acts  of  violence  of  this 
nature,  which,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  persons  engaged,  become 
public  acts.  In  the  United  States, 
strangers  neither  can  nor  ought  to 
know  any  other  than  the  general 
government  of  the  union ;  and  if  the 
responsibility  rest  in  the  end  upon 


the  state  of  Greorgia  or  the  city  of 
Savannah,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  fe- 
deral govenment,  towards  a  country 
in  peace  with  the  United  States,  to 
use  its  power  in  obtaining  justice  for 
the  injured. 

The  minister  of  France  at  Wash- 
ington demanded  indemnification  for 
the  loss  of  these  two  vessels  as  early 
as  1812,  but  the  success  of  this  de- 
mand became  naturally  involved  in 
the  examination,  then  going  on,  of 
claims  against  France  which  the 
United  States  was  preparing  to  as- 
sert. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  has 
strongly  recommended  that  this 
claim  should  be  admitted  in  the  ne- 
gotiation  now  pending  between 
France  and  the-  United  States. 


[traivslation.] 


Note  3. — Claim  on  necaurU  qfthe  French  Privateer  La  Revanche  du^Cerf. 


The  French  privateer  La  Re- 
vanche du  Cerf,  of  70  tons,  carry, 
ing  four  guns,  entered  the  bay  of 
Norfolk  in  April,  1811.  The  in- 
habitants  were  at  that  time  exaspe- 
rated  against  the  French,  and  some 
false  reports  which  had  been  circu- 
lated against  the  vessel  were  the 
cause  of  a  popular  tumult:  in  fine, 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  April, 
the  privateer  was  surrounded  by 
boats  filled  with  armed  men^  who 


boarded  her,  seized  and  tied  the 
crew,  and  then  set  her  on  fire. 

This  striking  violation  of  the 
rights  of  nations  remained  unpunish- 
ed ;  but  the  demand  for  indemnifica- 
tion is  founded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples with  that  for  the  destruction 
of  La  Vengeance,  and  the  right  is 
equally  incontestible. 

The  claim  amounts  to  70,000 
francs. 


[translation.] 


Note  4. — Claim  on  account  of  (he  French  ship  St.  Francois. 


The  French  ship  St.  Francois, 

during  her  passage  from  Marseilles 

Xo  Cayenne,  was  stopped,   on  the 

26th     September,    1814,     by  the 

Ss 


United  States  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  of 
22  guns,  whose  commander,  Cap- 
tain Blakely,  compelled  the  roas- 
ter of  the  St,  Francois  to  receive  on 
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board  his  yessel  36  English  prison- 
ers, under  pgril  of  having  her  burnt 
in  case  he  refused. 

The  St.  Francois  not  havin^:  on 
board  provisions  enough,  was  obli- 
ged to  stop  at  Madeira,  where  the 
prisoners  were  delivered  up  to  an 
English  fVigate :  the  owners,  how- 
ever, sustained  a  heavy  loss,  which 
can  be  proved  to  have  been  occa- 


sioned entirely  by  the  violent  and 
arbitrary  proceedings  above  rela- 
ted. Indemnification  to  the  anwunt 
of  30,000  francs  is  now  demanded 
of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  clearly  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  navy  officers. 
The  claim  is  fi>r  being  forced  to  quit 
her  course,  and  for  exnenses  of 
prisoners. 


[TRAKSLATIOir.] 

Note  5. — Claim  an  account  of  the  French  hrig  La  Jeune  Endlie, 


The  brig  La  Jeune  Emiiie,  of 
St.  Malo,  while  fishing  for  cod  on 
the  banks  of  NewfoundlanS  in  Au- 
gust, 1814,  was  boarded  by  the 
American  privateer  Whig,  Captain 
Clark,  of  New-York,  and  obliged, 
at  the  risk  of  being  sunk,  to  receive 
eleven  English  prisoners,  for  whose 
support  no  provisions  were  furnish- 
ed. In  consequence  of  this,  the  brig 
was  obliged  to  quit  the  banks,  with 


only  one  third  of  a  cargo  of  fish, 
and  the  owners  sustained  a  loss,  for 
which  they  claim  indemnification,  to 
the  amount  of  40,000  francs. 

The  conduct  of  the  privateer  was 
clearly  at  variance  with  the  laws  of 
nations  and  maratime  usages;  and 
the  United  States,  being  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  privateers  against 
neutrals,  cannot  refuse  the  claim  of 
the  owners  of  the  Jeune  Emiiie, 


[trinslation.] 
Note  6.—- C/!am  on  account  of  the  brig  La  Minerva. 


The  French  brig  La  Minerva, 
while  in  the  act  of  leaving  Port 
Mahon,  was,  on  the  third  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1623,  boarded  by  a  detach, 
ment  of  fourteen  men  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  frigate  Constitution  :  they 
came  under  pretence  of  looking  for 
a  deserter,  and  the  midshipman  who 
commanded  them  used  great  vio- 
lence towards  the  captain  of  La 
Minerva,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  obliged  to  drop  anchor,  and 


lay  his  complaints  before  the  French 
consul.  The  matter  bemg  in- 
quired into,  the  American  com- 
mander disavowed  the  proceedings 
of  the  midshipman  and  sailors ;  but 
La  Minerva  was  detained  twelve 
days,  which,  at  the  rate  expressed 
in  her  papers,  was  equivalent  to  a 
loss  of  900  francs,  besides  the  ex- 
penses of  protestations,  dec,  which 
were  46  francs,  making  in  all  946 
francs,  which  the  captain  claims, 
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and  which  the  American  govern-    sponsible  for  the  acts  of  its  officers 
ment  should  pay,  as  it  is  clearly  re-    towards  other  countries. 


[TRAIfSLATIOJf.] 

Note  7. — Claim  on  accoutU  of  ike  ship  Eugene. 


The  French  ship  Bugene  sailed 
from  Malaga  to  a  Florida  port  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1820.  On 
the  21st  November  she  cast  anchor 
at  St.  Josephs,  on  the  side  of  the 
river  St.  Mary,  which  then  belong- 
ed to  Spain,  and  made  her  declara- 
tion at  the  Spanish  custom-house  of 
St.  Augustine.  But,  on  the  26th, 
the  officers  of  the  American  cus- 
tom-house of  St.  Mary's  wished  to 
oblige  him  to  pay  duties  at  that  port, 
and,  on  his  refusal,  forced  him  tp 
quit  the  coast* 

The  Eugene,  thus  driven  off, 
went  to  Savannah,  and  there  finish- 
ed its  business,  at  a  loss,  howeveTi 


the  cargo  being  selected  for  another 
port.  This  loss  amounted  to  20,000 
francs,  for  which  the  owners  have 
been  long  endeavouring,  in  vain,  to 
obtain  indemnification. 

This  proceeding  of  the  custom, 
house  officers  is  certainly  an  abuse 
of  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  in- 
deed it  has  been  formally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  such ;  and,  as  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  can- 
not refuse  to  acknowledge  its  re- 
sponsibility (or  the  acts  of  its  offi- 
cers, the  sentiments  of  justice  with 
which  it  is  imbued  will  not  prevent 
a  longer  delay  in  settling  this  claim. 


[translation.] 
Note  S,^^Claim  on  account  of  the  ship  Calypsd. 


The  French  ship  Calypso,  on  her 
way  from  St.  Domingo,  laden  with 
500,000  lbs.  coffee  and  50,000  francs 
in  gold,  was,  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber,  1824,  taken  by  a  pirate  off  the 
coast  of  Cuba  ;  her  crew  were  put 
into  a  boat  and  abandoned ;  two 
days  af\er  they  were  met  by  the 
English  sloop  Lion  and  the  Ameri- 
can corvette  Terrier,  which  two 
vessels,  on  the  information  received 
from  the  French  captain,  set  off, 
and,  in  a  few  days,  found  the  Calyp- 
so ashore.     The  pirates,  who  were 


plundering  her,  made  off,  and  the 
ship  was  got  afloat,  but  instead  of 
her  being  restored  to  her  rightful 
owners,  an  American  prize  master 
was  put  on  board,  and  she  was  car- 
ried into  Key  West :  there  a  jury 
was  raised  by  virtue  of  a  pretended 
law  of  Florida,  which,  on  the  2d 
of  December,  ordered  the  Calypso 
to  be  sold,  and  out  of  the  procbeds, 
(very  small,)  80  per  cent,  to  be  paid 
as  salvage  to  her  captors,  6  to  her 
crew,  and  but  12  per  cent,  to  the 
owners. 
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The  captab's  protest  was  in  Tain, 
and  the  claims  of  the  persons  in- 
terested have,  as  yet*  received  no 
attention.  Among  the  claimants, 
the  principal  is  Mr.  Martin  Lafitte. 
At  length,  however,  the  government 
examined  the  pretended  law  under 
which  the  unjust  decision  was  given, 
and  has  declared  the  same  to  be  null 
and  void  ;  still  it  has  not  done  any 
thing  for  the  relief  of  the  victims. 
At  present,  however,  it  will  doubt- 
less consider  itself  bound  in  honour 


to  indemnify  the  owners  for  the  in- 
justice committed  towards  them  in 
the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  semblance  of  legality, 
and  through  a  usurpation  of  power 
not  grant^  by  the  constitutioD.  It 
should  also  be  considered  that  those 
who  profited  by  the  seizure  were 
officers  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States'  navy,  whom  it  may  oblige  to 
refund.  The  losses  sustained 
amount  to  about  110,000  francs. 


[translation.] 
Note  d. — Cham  on  account  of  the  ahip  Paeiole. 


The  custom-house  of  Pensacola, 
in  1826,  laid  upon  the  cargo  of  the 
French  ship  Pactole,  over  and  above 
the  duties  as  fixed  for  that  period 
by  the  convention  of  June  24, 1822, 
an  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
as  imposed  by  the  tariffs  of  the  Uni- 
States  upon  foreign  shipping :  this 
unjust  demand  was  complied  with, 
amounting  to  about  12,000  francs. 

The  secretary  of  state  informed 
the  minister  of  France,  on  the  28th 


de- 
January,  1881,  in  reply  to  his  ^^ 

mand  for  restitution  of  the  abo 
sum,  that  he  hoped  a  decision  wou'^ 
be  passed  favourable  to  his  wisbe"* 
which  was  indeed  only  delayed  by 
some  accidental  circumstances. 

The  payment  of  this  just  claim 
cannot  reasonably  be  delayed  be- 
yond the  period  when  France  shows 
herself  anxious  to  do  justice  to  the 
demands  of  the  United  States. 


[translation.] 
Note  10. — Claim  on  account  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie, 


The  Jeune  Eugenie,  from  Guada- 
loupe,  bound  for  Malaguette  on  the 
African  coast,  was  tsiken  in  1821, 
May  17,  while  lying  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Gallinas,  by  the  American 
schooner  Alligator,  under  pretence 
that  she  was  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  that  she  was  built  in  America, 


and  that  there  was  no  proof  of  her 
having  become  French  property. 

The  officers  and  sailors  were  put 
in  irons,  and  the  captain,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  ashore  at  the  time,  was 
left  there  :  the  Jeune  Eugenie  was 
then  sent  to  Boston  with  an  Ameri- 
can crew. 
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Me^ni.  Raibant  and  Labatut,  on 
receiving  news  of  this,  sent  an  agent 
to  Boston,  and,  on  the  24th  August^ 

1821,  the  French  minister  demand- 
ed of  the  secretary  of  state  the  res- 
toration  of  the  vessel  to  the  French 
consul  at  Boston. 

The  American  government,  being 
convinced  that  the  Jeune  Eugenie 
was  bona  fide  French  property,  or- 
dered her  to  be  surrendered  :  this 
was  done  on  the   10th  of  March, 

1822.  Moreover,  the  secretary  of 
state,  in  a  note  to  the  French  mi- 
nister, declared  that  the  navy  de- 
partment had  issued  orders  to  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  employ, 
ed  in  putting  down  the  slave  trade, 
to  board  no  vessels  sailing  under 


any  other  than  the  United  States 
flag.  The  French  minister,  in  his 
note  of  the  22d  June,  1822,  inform- 
ed the  secretary  that  the  French 
government  was  satisfied  ;  but  that 
the  question  of  indemnification 
would  be  lefl  undetermined,  and 
that  the  right  of  demanding  it  still 
remained  with  the  OMOiers. 

The  claim  for  indemnification  is 
unquestionable,  being  based  upon 
the  responsibility  of  the  general 
government  for  the  acts  of  its  offi- 
cers. 

The  sum  demanded  is  233,897 
francs  for  damages,  and  30,000 
francs  for  articles  taken  from  the 
vessels. 


[translation.] 
Note  11. — Claim  on  accourU  of  the  MatUda.     August  30,  1830. 


The  schooner  Matilda  was,  on  the 
25th  May,  1821,  boarded  and  cap- 
tured at  Grand  Bacha,  on  the  Afri- 
can coast,  under  pretence  that  she 
was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  al- 
though nothing  could  be  adduced  as 
proof.  The  crew  was  put  in  irons, 
and  its  place  supplied  by  Ameri- 
cans. On  the  10th  June,  when  the 
prisoners  were  permitted  to  change 
their  clothes,  Capt.  Philibert  and  his 


men  seized  the  opportunity  to  rise 
upon  the  prize  crew,  and  retook  the 
vessel.  Captain  Philibert  then  made 
sail  for  Cayenne,  where  he  gave  up 
the  Americans,  and  made  his  decla- 
ration. 

The  claim  for  indemnification  is 
based  on  the  same  grounds  with  that 
of  the  Jeune  Eugenie :  the  sum  de« 
manded  is  60,000  francs. 


[tbanslation.]] 
Note  12. — Claim  on  account  of  the  JuUe. 


The  French  vessel  Julie,  while 
lying  in  the  Rio  Pongo,  was,  on  the 
9th  May,  1621,  boarded  by  thirty 
men :  her  cable  was  cut,  and  she 
was  forcibly  carried  alongside  the 


American  ship  Alligator.  While 
on  her  way,  she  struck  on  a  sand 
bank,  and  could  not  be  got  off  until 
the  tide  had  risen ;  and  aflerwards 
struck  four    times  against  rocks. 
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When  she  reached  the  Alligator, 
her  captain  and  supercargo  were 
carried  on  board  of  that  ship,  where 
her  papers  were  examined  by  the 
American  captain,  who  declared 
that  he  had  no  right  to  detain  her, 
and  should  instantly  set  her  free. 
This  was  done  in  spite  of  the  pro> 
testations  of  the  French  captain, 
who  declared,  that,  in  the  condition 
in  which  his  vessel  then  was,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  keep  the  sea. 
The  Julie,  then  being  unable  to 
reach  her  former  anchorage,  made 
sail  for  Havana,  where  she  waa 
condemned  as  unseaworthy. 

The  Frendi  minister  complained 


of  the  violence  committed  by  the 
Alligator  :  on  the  20th  June,  1822, 
the  secretary  of  state  replied,  that 
the  American  cruisers  on  the  Afri* 
can  coast  are  ordered  to  prevent 
American  vessels  ooly  from  enga- 
ging in  the  slave  trade,  and  that 
they  had  received  express  orders 
not  to  interfere  with  those  of  any 
other  nation. 

Indemnification  is  due  by  the 
United  States;  and  the  ri^t  of 
claiming  it  has  been  reserved  for 
the  owners  of  the  Julie,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie. 

The  amount  of  damages  sustain- 
ed is  estimated  at  60,000  francs. 


[translation.] 
Note  18. — Claim  on  account  of  the  Eliza. 


The  Femch  schooner  the  Eliza, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Theo- 
dore,  her  second  captain,  (presumed 
mate,)  was  boarded  on  the  26th  of 
May,  1821,  while  lying  in  the  bar. 
hour  of  Triton,  on  the  African 
coast,  by  a  detachment  from  the 
American  ship  Alligator,  under  pre- 
tence that  she  was  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade.  Her  crew  were  put 
in  irons,  their  places  being  supplied 
by   Americans.     On  the  27th  of 


June  the  French  crew  succeeded  in 
retaking  the  vessel ;  and  two  days 
after  the  Americans  were,  at  th^ 
own  request,  put  on  board  a  schoon- 
er called  the  Leona  Oriental,  with 
which  they  happened  to  meet.  Cap- 
tain Theodore  then  set  sail  fer  Mar- 
tinique, where  he  made  his  decla- 
rations. 

The  owners  lay  claim  to  30,000 
francs,  as  indemnification  for  k 
sustained. 


[tranlation.] 
Note  14. — Claim  of  the  Royal  Treasury  of  France, 


By  the  convention  of  the  SOth 
April,  1803,  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  the  latter  became 
bound  to  supply  France  with  twen- 
ty millions  of  francs,  which  were 
to  be  appropriated  to  discharging 


the  debts  due  by  the  French  go^ 
vernment  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

As  some  discussions  arose  as  to 
the  mode  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  these    accounts,    General 
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ArmstroBg  pR^posed,  in  the  name 
of  bis  gorenuneoty  that  the  funds 
«hould  be  transmitted  by  means  of 
four  draAs,  amounting  altogether 
to  101,534  francs  41  centimes, 
which  he  would  draw  upon  the 
American  treasury,  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  cairiuer  o[  the  French 
treasury. 

This  proposition  was  accepted ; 
the  drafts  were  drawn ;  and  on  the 
14th  March,  1809,  the  royal  trea- 
sury gave  Greneral  Armstrong  a 
certificate  of  the  accounts  being 
closed,  the  draAs  being  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 
But  when  the  drafts  were  presented 
fbr  payment,  the  federal  govern- 
ment refused  to  honour  them,  until 
proof  had  been  obtained  that  all  the 
debts  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  provided  fbr  in  the 
treaty,  had  been  paid* 

This  refusal  was  not  only  con- 
trary to  all  principle,  but  the  rea- 
son given  fbr  it  yields  before  a  sim- 
ple explanation. 

In  the  first  place,  bills  of  ex- 
change are  of  an  executive  cha- 
racter, and  are  used  to  transfer 
credit  from  one  quarter  to  another  ; 
those  in  question  were  signed  by 
General  Armstrong,    without    re- 


serve  or  condition,  as  being  within 
the  limits  of  his  instructions.  The 
United  States  cannot  refuse  pay- 
ment on  the  ground  of  necessity  to 
examine  a  transaction  which  is  al- 
ready past.  In  the  next  place,  the 
convention  of  1803  binds  the  Uni- 
ted  States  to  pay  twenty  millions 
to  France ;  and  the  American  ere- 
ditors  of  France,  who  are  to  re- 
ceive payment  out  of  that  sum, 
have  no  right,  nor  ever  can  have 
right,  to  call  on  the  American  trea- 
sury,  which  is  under  no  obligation 
towards  them ;  '  nooreover,  not  a 
single  receipt  fbr  sums  due  to  Ame- 
ricans has  ever  been  transmitted 
to  the  United  States  ;  the  French 
treasury  is  the  sole  depository 
thereof^  as  being  alone  concerned 
in  them.  Besides,  it  is  true,  that 
of  six  of  the  American  creditors  who 
were  yet  to  be  paid,  five  had  de- 
mands of  very  small  value ;  and  the 
sixth  for  81,124  francs  would  pro- 
bably have  opposed  to  him  a  claim 
of  equal  value,  as  General  Arm- 
strong was  informed  at  tlie  time. 

These  drafU  are  therefore  clear- 
ly still  payable  to  the  French  trea- 
sury, with  the  exception  of  those 
engagements  which  are  set  forth  in 
the  treaty  of  1803. 


[translation.] 
Note  16. — Claim  on  account  of  (ht  Legion  of  Luxembourg. 


On  the  1st  March,  1803,  the  king 
of  France  lent  the  ship  Indien  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  to  the 
prince  of  Luxembourg.  The  prince 
then  ceded  his  right  to  the  state  of 
South  Carolina;  and  in  order  to 
man  the  vessel,  a  legion  was  raised 
in  France,  called  the  legion  of  Lux- 
embourg. 

The    state    of  South   Carolina 


agreed  to  pay  the  prince  100,000 
francs  cash ;  and,  in  case  the  vessel 
should  be  lost,  400,000  francs  more ; 
in  addition  to  which  the  prince  was 
to  receive  one  quarter  of  the  value 
of  the  prizes.  The  legions  were 
engaged  upon  the  terms  at  which 
persons  were  then  commonly  en- 
listed to  serve  on  board  ships  ot 
war. 
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The  prince,  at  the  period  of  these  ation,  or  whose  powers  are  o!w>- 

engagementBOwed  the  king  248,000  lete,  lawyers  in  the  same  predica- 

francs  for  sums  advanced  to  him.  ment,  the  smallness  of  the  mdividu- 

The  Indien,  under  the  name  of  al  claims,  and  other  circumstances, 
South  Carolina,  made  many  prizes  combine  to  lengthen  out  the  pro- 
while  in  the  employment  of  the  ceedings,  and  increase  the  accumii- 
American  state,  but  was  finally  ta-  lation  of  papers,  without  advantage 
ken  by  the  enemy.  to  any  one  except  the  agen^  who 

Two  orders  of  creditors  then  pre-  has  established  himself  for  life,   as 

sent    themselves,     claiming     their  he  expects,  at  Charieston. 

shares  of  the  prize  money  ;  to  wit.  All  these  difficulties  cannot  but 

the  prince  of  Luxembourg,  and  the  increase,  on  account  of  the  deaths 

members  of  the  legion.  of  the  primitive  claimants  ;  and  w- 

After  the  peace,  as  the  prince  pecially  to  the  United  States,  will 
was  indebted  to  France,  the  royal  their  heirs  become  troublesome, 
treasury  protested  against  the  sum  But  one  equitable  mode  of  ad. 
being  paid  to  him.  In  consequence,  an  justing  the  affair  presents  itsel£ 
arrangement  was  effected,  by  which  Let  the  state  of  South  Carolina, 
the  prince's  debt  was  ultimately  dis-  which  has  no  interest  in  the  distriba- 
charged  by  South  Carolina  in  1807.  tion,  surrender  to  the  French  go- 
There  now  remain  only  the  claim-  vernment,  as  the  natural  protector 
ants  of  shares  in  the  prizes  in  the  of  the  rights  of  its  subjects,  and, 
name  of  the  legion.  above  all,  as   the   guardian  of  the 

The  lapse  of  time,  the  character  French  seamen,   all  the  shares  of 

of  the  claimants,  death  and  disper-  the  prize  money  now  deposited  in 

sion,  have  caused  these  claims  to  its  care ;    the  French  goveminent 

pass  into  an    infinite    number    of  being  charged  with  distributing  it  to 

hands.     Syndics   of  doubtful   ere-  those  who  make  good  their  claims. 


[thanslation.J 

Note  16. — Claims  on  account  of  lands  withheld  ly  the   United  Sbtfef, 
toMch  had  been  granted  to  Frenchmen  hy  Indians. 


Endeavours  have  been  long  ma- 
king by  several  subjects  of  France, 
to  obtain  possession  of  lands  which 
had  been  ceded  to  them  by  Indian 
tribes,  either  directly,  or  through 
the  agency  of  companies  authorized 
by  certain  states  to  treat  with  those 
tribes,  or  by  the  possessors  or  au- 
thorities in  the  country  before  it 
^  was  annexed  to  the  United  States. 
All  these  endeavours  have  been 
fruitless ;  the  reply  being,  thai  Me 
United  Staiee^ government,  from  mo- 


tives  of  policy,  were  obliged  to  de- 
clare  aU  cessions  of  land  by  IndietnSf 
to  other  than  itself  as  nuU  and 
void. 

Now,  although  it  be  admitted 
that  a  government  may  declare  any 
class  of  its  citizens  incapable  of  con- 
tracting within  the  limits  of  its  own 
jurisdiction,  and  that  strangers  who 
are  ignorant  of  such  law,  or  misin- 
terpret it.  must  bear  the  penalty ; 
yet  surely  the  case  is  di&reot,  in 
which   the    contracts    were  made 
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with  Frenchmen  before  the  Indians  admitted   and  guarantied   by    the 

were    recognised    subjects   of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces* 

United  States,  or  where  the  lands  sion  of   that   country.     Neverthe. 

in  question  were  not  embraced  with-  less,  instead  of  testing  the  validity 

in  the  legaliimits  of  the  United  States  of  the  rights  of  those  holders  by 

at  the  period  of  their  being  ceded,  their  accordance  with  the  terms  of 

The  relations  between   the  United  the  treaty,  instead  of  examining  them 

States   and  the   Indians  were  thus  with  reference  to  the  state  of  things 

regulated,  at  first,  by  formal  trea-  when  the  cessions  of  the  lands  were 

ties,  which  supposed  each  party  to  made,  taking,   also,  into  considera* 

be  independent,  and   the  contracts  tion  the  distance  of  the   period,  the 

reciprocal ;  and  it  was  thus,   by  a  interruption  of  relations  between  the 

series  of  treaties  and  mutual  agree-  two   countries   on  account  of  the 

ments,  that  the  United  States  sue-  long   European   wars,  the   agents 

cessively  acquired  most  of  the  ter-  of  the  federal  government,  guided, 

ritories  which  had  been  occupied  by  doubtless,  by  their  zeal,  have  pro- 

the  aborigines.     Others  were  se-  ceeded  to  examine  into  the  titles  of 

cured  to  them,  and  the  limits  fixed  these    proprietors,   and    to  submit 

by  convention ;  and  it  is  only  in  a  them   to  new   laws.     In-  truth,   it 

few  of  these  treaties  that  the  con-  must  be  owned  that  the  claimants 

dition  of  selling  only  to  tiie  govern-  have  been  received  with  favour  by 

ment  was  inserted.     In  all  cases  in  the  federal  government,  and  com- 

which  this  latter  condition   had  not'  mittees  have  been  named   for  the 

been  imposed,  the  Indians  certainly  purpose  of  proposing  an  equitable 

possessed  the   right  of  selling  or  mode  of  recognising  the  rights  of 

ceding  their  lands  to  whomsoever  proprietors  which  are  based  upon 

they  pleased,  and  nothibg  but  a  for-  ancient  titles,  and  guarantied   by 

mal  treaty  could  divest  them  of  this  treaty.     Moreover,  it  being  impos- 

right,  or  render  void  the  cessions  or  sible  to  set  a  value  upon  the  losses 

sales   thus   made.       Indeed,     the  sustained  by  the  French,   and  thus 

rights  of  strangers  to  lands  thus  ac-  to  fix  the  indemnifications  to  which 

quired  should  be  considered  as  par-  they  would  be  entitled  in  the  cases 

ticularly  sacred  in  cases  where  the  of  each  class  of  cessions,  stated 

state   governments  authorized   the  above,  the  most   equitable  method 

cessions  made  by   Indians ;  for,   if  of  regulating   these  indemnifiations 

those  governments  have  gone  be-  would  be,   to  name   a  commission 

yond    the  limits  of  their    powers  composed  of  persons  of  the  two  na- 

in  so  doing,  certainly  the  stranger  tions,  (commission    mixte,)   which 

who  acts  with  good  faith  should  not  should  be  charged  with  the  exami- 

be  made  the  sufferer.  nation  of  all  the  grants  to  French- 

As  to  cessions  made  by  the  au-  men  which  should  be  presented  and 

thorities  or  proprietors,  not  Indian,  proved  within  a  given  period.     All 

before  the  country  was  annexed  to  that  would  be  necessary,  would  be 

the  United  States,  the  greater  por-  to  establish  the  principle  upon  which 

tion  of  these  were  in  Louisiana,  and  such  commission  would  be  formed, 

constitute  the   property  of  indivi-  and  under  which  it  would  act,  in  the 

duals,  whose  rights  were  formally  treaty  which  is  now  in  progress. 
Tt 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1892-^: 


Parii,  JaiM  19,  1831. 

Moirsisxm  lr  Comtb  : 

According  to  your  excellen- 
cy's  desire  expressed  to  me  on  the 
17th  instant,  1  have  now  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  you  some  obserya- 
tions,  hastily  thrown  on  paper,  in 
relation  to  the  French  reclamations 
presented  in  the  memoir  which  ac- 
companied your  excellency's  note 
of  the  15th.  The  time  has  not  per- 
mitted, nor  have  I  supposed  it  ne- 


ailer  the  nuroerooa  on! 
explanations     which    have    taken 
place,  to  enter  into  a  more  detailed 
examination  of  these  reclamations. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  dis- 
tinguished consideration,  your 
excellency's   most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 
W.  C.  RivKS- 
A  Son  Exc'e  Lb  Comte  Sebasti ani, 
Minister  Sec.  d^Elat,  ^.  4^.  ^ 


No.  1. — Affaire  Beaumarcfude, 

This  question  has  its  origin  in  a  millions  of  francs,  his  account  yeC 
recital  contained  in  the  contract  remained  to  be  definitively  adjusted, 
concluded  between  Count  de  Ver-  Inquiries  were  accordingly  address- 
gennes  and  Dr.  Franklin^  on  the  ed  to  the  French  government  on  the 
25th  February,  1788,  in  which,  in  subject,  to  which  an  answer  was  re- 
addition  to  the  loans  made  by  the  turned,  that,  besides  the  two  mil- 
king of  France  to  the  United  States,  lions  furnished  in  1777,  one  millioD, 
mention  is  specially  made  of  **  aids  (that  in  question,)  was  paid  out  of  the 
and  subsidies  furnished  to  the  con-  royal  treasury  on  the  lOih  day  rf 
gress  of  the  United  States,  under  June^  1776 ;  but  a  copy  of  the  re- 
the  title  of  gratuitous  assistance,  ceipt  was  refused,  and  the  minister 
from  the  pure  generosity  of  the  also  declined  to  disclose  the  name 
king ;  three  millions  of  which  were  of  the  person  who  had  received  the 
granted  before  the  treaty  of  Fe-  money.  The  opinion  ccnitinuing 
bruary,  1778,  and  six  millions  in  every  day  to  gain  strength  that  this 
1781.  Two  millions  only  having  million  had  been  received  by  Mr. 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  congress  Beaumarchais,  who,  in  that  case, 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  their  of-  would  be  accountable  for  it  to  the 
ficial  agents  previous  to  the  treaty  United  States,  a  formal  applicatkn 
of  February,  1778,  it  became  ne-  was  addressed  by  the  minister  of 
eessary  to  mvestigate  through  what  the  United  States  to  the  French  go- 
channel  and  in  what  manner  the  vernment  on  the  21st  day  of  Junet 
other  million  had  been  furnished  to  1794,  asking  for  information  rela- 
the  United  States.  A  suspicion  tive  to  the  million  advanced  in  June, 
immediately  arose  that  this  million  1776,  to  whom  it  was  paid,  and  for 
had  been  received  by  Mr.  Beau-  what  objects  expended ;  and  stat- 
marchais,  who  had  sent  a  large  idg,  expressly,  that  the  purpose  of 
amount  of  military  supplies  to  the  the  application  was  to  charge  Mr. 
United  States,  for  which,  though  he  Beaumarchais  with  this  sum  in  the 
had  been  already  paid  four  or  five  settlement  of  his  account  lor  sup- 
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plies,  if  it  should  appear  that  he  appeared  to  the  goyemment  of  the 

was  the  person  who  received  it.  United  States  sufficient  for  the  pur. 

Monsieur  fiuchot,  then  commissary  pose  for  which  they  have  been  ci- 

of  exterior  relations,  in  answer  to  ted.  The  first  is  understood  only  to 

this  application,  sent  a  copy  of  a  affirm  that  the  French  government 

receipt   for  one  million   of  francs,  had  no  participation  in  the  commer. 

dated   the    lOlh  June^   1776,  and  cial  risks,  profits,  or  losses,  of  Mr. 

4lgned  by  Monsieur  Beaumarchais ;  Beaumarchais :  it  was  not  intended 

which   receipt.    Monsieur    Buchot  to  convey  the  idea  that  they  had 

adds,  appears  to  be<<ce11e  dont  le  made  no  sales  or  advances  to   him 

gouvernement  des  Etats  Unis  a  be-  on   account  of  the  supplies,  may 

8oin  pour  regler  ses  comptes.'*     No  be  inferred  from  the  admitted  fact 

doubt  thenceforward  remaining  that  that  a  considerable   part  of  those 

the  million  advanced  on  the  10th  of  supplies  was  taken  from  the  king's 

June,  03  **aid  and  subsidy  to  Qie  stores  and  arsenals.     The  second 

United  StateSf  had  been  received  by  declaration  does  by  no  means  ex- 

Mr.  Beaumarchais  for  their  use^  he  elude  the  idea  that  the  million  in 

was  held  accountable  for  it  by  the  question  was  given  to  Mr.  Beau, 

officers  of  the   treasury,  and  for-  marchais  to  purchase  military  sup. 

mally  charged  with  it  in  a  definitive  plies  for  the   use  of   the   United 

settlement  of  his  accounts  which  States ;  for  an  advance  made  with 

took  place  in  the  year  1805.     That  the  view  of  thus  aiding  revolted 

settlement  still   lefl  a  balance  of  English    colonies,  in  June,  1776, 

222,046  francs   due  to   Monsieur  when  the  king  of  France  was  in  full 

Beaumarchais,  which,  in  the  follow,  peace  with   Great  Britain,  might 

xng  year,  was  paid  to  his  heirs,  very  naturally  and  properly  be  con* 

Since  that  period  the  question  in  re-  sidered  a  secret  political  service. 

gard  to  the  disputed  million  has  The  supposition  that  this  million 

been  revived  by  the  heirs  of  Beau-  was  given  to   Mr.  Beaumarchais, 

marchais  in  an  appeal  to  the  congress  not  to  reach  the  United  States  in  a 

of  the  United  States  from  the  deci^  material  and  tangible  service,  but 

•ion  made  by  the  treasury  depart,  to  be  paid  to  some  other  person  for 

ment.     They  allege  that  the  miU  what  is  technically  called  secret  ser. 

lion  received  by  Monsieur  Beau-  vice,  is  plainly  inconsistent  with  the 

marchais  was  applied   by  him  to  language  of  the  financial  contract 

«ome  secret   service,  unconnected  already  cited,  in  which  this  million 

with  the  purchase  of  supplies ;  and,  is  mentioned  as  an  '^  aid  and  subsL 

in  support  of  that  assertion,  they  dy  furnished  to  the  congress  of  the 

have  adduced  certain  declarations  United  States ;"  and,  also,  with  that 

tnade  by  the  ministers  of  France :  used  by  count  de  Vergennes,  in  a 

1st.  That  the  French  govern^  letter  to  the  king  of  France,  on  the 

ment  «<est  ress6  constamment  6tran.  2d  of  Majr,  1776,  in  which,  refer, 

ger  &  toutes  les  transactions  mercan-  ring  to  this  same  million,  he  speaks 

tiles  de    Monsieur  Beaumarchais  of  the  measures  he  proposed  to 

avec  les  Etats  Unis."  adopt,  ^  ^urf aire  passer  aux  Ame- 

2d.  That  the  million  paid  to  Mr.  ricaines,  &c."    The  letter  of  the 

Beaumarchais,  on  the   10th  June,  duke  de  Richelieu,  referred  to  in  the 

1776,^etait  donn6  pour  un  objet  notes^  if  examined   with  attention, 

de  service  politique  secret,  dont  le  will  be  found  not  to  contain  that 

Roi  s'est  reserve  la  oonnaissanee."  <*  simple,  but  explicit  negative  de. 

These  declaratkms  have  never  olarations'' of  a  matter  c^fi^et  which 


840 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1682—33. 


Mr.  (Sallatin  had  suggested.  He 
makes  no  new  declaration  whatever 
in  regard  to  the  application  of  the 
million,  but  merely  comments  and 
reasons  upon  the  sufficiency  of  those 
which  had  been  already  made,  and 
concludes  with  saying,  ^'Je  suis 
done  fbnd^,  &c.  k  persister  dans  les 
precedentes,  declarations,  &c." 

In  regard  to  the  essential  merits 
of  this  reclamation,  an  invariable 
opinion  prevailed  in  the  councils  of 
the  United  States  that  it  is  not  just. 
This  opinion  is  founded  on  numerous 
communications  of  the  American 
commissioners  who  resided  in  France 
at  the  time,  on  repeated  assurances 
given  to  those  commissioners  by  the 
ministers  of  the  king,  on  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  most  confidential 
of  those  ministers  with  regard  to  the 
million  in  question,  in  the  letter  and 
instrument  already  cited ;  to  which 
may  be  now  added  the  language 
used  by  the  king  himself  in  a  letter 
addressed  by  him,  on  the  8th  Janu- 
ary,  1778,  to  the  king  of  Spjiin,  in 
which,  urging  the  policy  of  France 
and  Spain  encouraging  the  revolt  of 
the  American  colonies,  he  sf^aks  of 
the  "  secours  d*  argent  et  autres  que 
nous  leurs  avons  donne  le  tout  etant 
fassi  fur  le  compte  du  commerce  J* 


If,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  notfes, 
some  of  the  public  functionaries  of 
the  United  States,  and  a  part 
(though  not  a  majority)  of  the  com- 
mittees in  congress  who  have  ex- 
amined the  subject,  have  recom- 
mended the  payment  of  this  recta- 
mation,  it  has  not  been  from  any 
conviction  of  its  justice;  but,  as 
their  respective  recommendat  oos 
will  show,  from  different  considera- 
tions. Certain  it  is,  that  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  with 
whom  alone  the  decision  rested,  has 
heretofore  uniformly  refused  to  ad- 
mit it. 

The  report  of  the  16th  of  Febru. 
ary,  1824,  referred  to  in  the  lutfef, 
far  from  recognizing  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  expresses  the  opposite 
opinion  on  its  merits,  and  proposes 
to  refer  it  to  the  executive,  to  be 
discussed  in  the  pending  negotia- 
tions, only  because  it  had  been  al- 
ready introduced  into  those  negotia- 
tioDs  by  the  French  government ; 
and  in  order,  as  the  report  adds,  to 
obtain,  on  the  scene  of  the  transac- 
tion  itself^such  further  developments 
as  might  tend  to  dispel  the  obscurity, 
and  remove  the  doubts  then  ex- 
isting. 


No.  2. — Affaire  de  la  Vengeance^  et  de  la  FranchUe, 


I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  except  what 
has  been  derived  from  a  hurried 
glance  at  some  documents  shown 
me  by  an  agent  of  the  claimants. 
From  those  documents,  it  appears 
that  the  affair  originated  in  a  rixe 
which  took  place  between  the  Ame- 
rican and  French  sailors  at  a  house 
of  bad  fame,  in  which  an  American 
was  killed,  and  a  French  sailor  se- 
verely wounded.   It  appears,  more- 


over, from  the  report  made  io  the 
chamber  of  deputies  on  the  11th 
September  last,  that  the  state,  within 
whose  jurisdiction  this  affair  occur, 
red,  offered  to  make  reparation  for 
it ;  but  that  the  minister  of  France 
in  the  United  States  opposed  him- 
self to  the  consummation  of  the 
arrangement.  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  it  would,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciple even  assumed  in  the  note*  n*- 
terially  impair  the  application  now 
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presented  for  indemnity.  In  the 
total  ignorance  in  which  I  am  of  the 
facts,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  deci- 
ded opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  this 
reclamation.  Though  it  forms  a 
case  obviously  diflferent  from  those 
wrongs  committed  under  express 
orders  of  the  government  of  France, 


for  which  the  United  States  now 
claim  redress,  I  doubt  not  that  my 
government  would  be  disposed  to 
make  a^eandid  examination  of  it, 
and,  if  found  to  constitute  a  fair  de- 
mand on  the  justice  of  the  United 
States,  to  make  prompt  reparation 
for  it. 


No,  3. — Affaire  la  Ravanche  du  Cerf, 


I  am  wholly  unacquainted  with 
the  facts  of  this  case,  having  never 
before  heard  of  it,  and  can  form  an 
opinion  of  it  only  from  the  statement 
contained  in  the  note.  From  that 
statement  it  appears  that  the  act 
complained  of  was  committed  with 
perfect  secrecy  under  cover  of  the 
night,  excluding  thereby  all  oppor- 
tunity for  the  protective  interposition 


of  the  laws  or  of  the  public  autho- 
rity. Without,  therefore,  inquiring 
into  any  of  the  circumstances  which 
may  have  fbrmed  the  provocation  to 
this  act,  it  seems  sufficiently  clear 
that  there  is  no  principle  of  public 
law  which  can  render  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  respon- 
sible for  itf 


No.  4. — Affaire  du  St,  Francois. 


This  case  is  altogether  new  to  me, 
and,  it  is  presumed,  has  never  been 
presented  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  If  it  were  intended 
to  found  a  demand  of  indemnity 
upon  it,  it  would  seem  obviously 
just  to  have^  in  the  first  instance, 
carried  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
American  government,  and  thus  to 


have  afforded  an  opportunity  fbr 
investigating  the  facts,  by  receiving 
the  statement  of  the  officer  whose 
conduct  is  complained  of.  The  re- 
sult of  such  an  investigation  might 
entirely  change  the  aspect  of  the 
affair :  at  all  events,  justice  requires 
that  both  parties  should  be  heard. 


No.  5. — Affaire  la  Jeune  Endlie, 


This  is  a  demand  of  indemnity  for 
being  forced^  by  the  act  of  an  Ame- 
rican privateer,  to  quit  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  before  completing 
a  fishing  adventure*  American 
fishing  vessels  have  exfiorienced 
frequent  molestations  from  French 
vessels  of  war  on  the  banks  of  New- 


foundland, of  which  formal  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  by  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  to  the 
government  of  France.  Ifindem. 
nity  be  demanded  for  such  irregu. 
larities,  it  ought,  clearly,  to  be  recip- 
rocal. 
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No.  6. — Affaire  dc  la  JURnerve. 


It  appears  from  the  statement  of 
this  case  contained  in  the  note,  which 
is  all  the  information  I  have  con- 
oeming  it,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
American^midshipman  was  promptly 
disavowed  by  the  commanding  offi. 
oer.  There  was  no  necessary  de- 
tention of  the  Minerva,  arising  from 


the  act  of  the  midshipmazu  The 
subsequent  delay  of  twelve  days  at 
Mahon,  being  entirely  voluntary,  so 
far  as  appears,  on  the  part  of  the 
captain,  it  is  not  seen  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  government  of  the  United 
States  can  be  charged  with  it. 


No.7.— Affaire  de  P  Eugene, 


I  have  no  knowledge  whatever 
of  this  case,  except  what  is  derived 
from  the  statement  contained  in  the 
note,  and  that  is  not  sufficiently  pre- 
cise to  furnish  the  ground  of  an 
opinion.  The  nature  of  the  means 
used  by  the  custom-house  officers 
to  oblige  the  vessel  to  quit  the  river, 
is  not  mentioned,  nor  are  other  es- 
sential circumstances  stated.  The 
river  St.  Marys  is  a  small  river, 
forming  the  boundary  between  the 
ancient  territory  of  the  United 
States  and  the  former  Spanish  pos- 
sessions in  Florida,  and  affording 
great  facilities  (which  were  often 
used)  for  evading  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  States^  This  circum- 
stance  called  for  great  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  custom-house  offi. 


cers  of  the  Union.  What  causes 
of  suspicion  they  may  have  bad 
against  the  Eugene,  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  measures  complain- 
ed o(  is  not  known  here ;  though 
doubtless  the  whole  matter  is  un- 
derstood at  Washington,  where,  it 
would  seem  from  an  allusion  in  the 
note,  that  it  has  been  the  subject  of 
discussion.  The  damages  claimed 
are  altogether  speculative,  founded 
on  the  supposition  that  a  nx>re  ad- 
vantageous sale  of  the  cargo  might 
have  been  made  in  Florida  than  at 
Savannah.  It  is  difficult  to  recog- 
nise in  a  speculative  calculation  of 
that  sort,  under  any  circumstances, 
a  substantial  foundation  for  indemt 
nity. 


No.  8. — Affaire  de  la  Cafypso* 


As  it  seems,  from  the  statement 
contained  in  the  note,  that  this  affair 
has  been  under  discussion  at  Wash. 
ington,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  full 
explanations  respecting  it  have  been 
given  there.  Wholly  uninformed 
as  I  am  of  the  facts,  it  is,  therefore* 


the  less  necessary  for  me  to  make 
any  observations  on  the  subject 
One  consideration,  however,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  omitted-— that  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  furnished  the 
means  of  redressmg  any  injustice 
which  the  parties  may  have  sufiered, 
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hy  appealing  to  the  higher  tribunals  far  less  than  (he  wdue  of  the  cables 

constituted  for  the  express  purpose  and  anchors!    These  irregularitiev 

of  correcting  the  errors  of  inferior  of  the  French  local  authorities  have 

local  authorities.     From  the  ezi-  heretofore  been  made  the  subject  of 

gencies  of  the  case,  and  in  conform-  representation  to  the  government  of 

ity   to  what  is   believed  to  be  the  France,  with  a  view  to  preventive 

usage  of  all  other  countries,  France  measures  to  guard  against  their  re^ 

herself  included,  questions  like  that  currence,  and  not  to  found  upon 

arising  in  the  case  of  the  Calypso  them  a    demand    of    indemnities^ 

must,  necessarily,  in  the  first  in.  But  if  indemnities  are  demanded  for 

stance,  be  decided  by  some  local  acts  of  this  character,  justice  clear<-- 

tribunal.     Citizens  of   the  United  ly  requires  that  they  should  be  re« 

States  frequently  experienced  the  ciprocal,  and  extended  to  all  cases 

most  serious  grievances,  in  similar  depending  on  the  same  principle, 

cases,  from  the  irregular  and  im-  There  is  one  reflection  connected 

proper  action  of  the  local  authori-  with  this  affair,  which  the  claimants 

ties  in  France.     In  one  case,  parti-  seem  to  have  entirely  forgotten,  but 

cularly,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gallatin  which  cannot,  in  justice  be  lost  sight 

in  a  letter  to  Viscount  Montmoren-  of — ^that,  but  for  the  intervention  of 

cy,  of  the   29th  July,   1822,  the  the  recaptors,  their  property  would 

vessel  and  cargo  were  sold  by  an  have  been  wholly  lost  to  them;  and 

inferior  officer  (who  would  not  per-  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 

mit  the  intervention  of   the   con-  restoration  of  any  part  of  it  is,  in 

sular  agent  of  the  United  States)  fact»  a  gain  for  them- 


No.  9. — Afaire  du  Pactole. 


This,  a  demand  for  the  restitution 
of  discriminating  duties  alleged  to 
have  been  imposed  on  a  French 
vessel  at  Pensacola,  contrary  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  commercial  con- 
vention  of  24th  June,  1822.  With- 
out  entering  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  of  which  I  have  no 
knowledge,  it  is  sufficient  to  re- 
mark,  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  on  behalf  of  its  citi- 
zens,  has,  for  several  years   past, 


demanded  of  the  government  of. 
France  the  restitution  of  discrimi- 
nating duties  imposed  in  France  on 
American  vessels,  in  contravention 
of  the  same  treaty,  and  that  a  dis- 
tinct negotiation  is  still  pending  on 
this  subject.  The  government  of 
the  United  States  would,  doubtlessi 
be  eager  to  embrace  any  occasiixi 
for  the  reciprocal  adjustment  of  th< 
reclamations  on  both  sides. 


No.  10, 11, 12,  IZ.--^ Afaire  de  la  Jeune  EtigMe,  la  MatUde^  la  JvSSf 

PElixa. 

All  these  reclamations  stand  on    vessels  were    all  captured  in  the 
the  same  foundation.      The  four    course  of  the  same  month,  (May, 
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1821,)  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  an    mandera  of  vessels  charged 
American  ship  of  war  sent  there  to    the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave    not  to  visit  or  search  any  vessels 
trade.     These  vessels  were  en^ag- 
ed  in  that  traffic,  and  the  Annerican 
officers  judging  from  the  construc- 
tion of  some  of  them  that  they 
were  in   fact   American   property, 
successively   took  forcible   posses 


except  those  bearing  the  flag  of  the 
union.  The  French  government 
declared  itself  satisfied  with  these 
measures,  and  the  affair  has  been 
thenceforward  considered  as  at  aa 
end.     An  injury  had  been  done  to 


sionof  themall.    Only  one  of  them,  the  French  nation  in  the  violatioa 

the  Jeune  Eugenie,  was  sent  to  the  of  its  flag  by  an  American  officer, 

United  States,  where  the  American  and  atonement  was  promptly  made 

government,  having  acquired  proof  for  it,  which  was  declared  to  be  sa. 

that  she  was  French  property,  im-  tisfactory.     The  Ancierican  govern, 

mediately  ordered  her  release.     Of  ment  owed   no    redress,  nor  the 

the  three  others,  one  was  released  French  government  any  protectioo, 

by  the  American  officer,    and  the  to  the  individual  interests  concerned, 

remaining  two  effected   their  own  which  had  forfeited  all  right  to  the 

release.      Representations  on   ac-  one  or  to  the  other  by  being  engag- 

count  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  na-  ed  in  a  traffic  odious  to  humanity, 

tional  flag  were  addressed  by  the  and  the  suppression  of  which   the 

minister  of  France  to  the   govern-  moral   feelings  of  mankind    have 

ment  at  Washington,  which  imme-  make  the  common  cause  of  all  na* 

diately  issued  orders  to  the  com-  tions* 


No.  l\.— Affair  of  the  '^Tr^sor  Royai:' 


I  know  nothing  of  the  circum- 
stances  of  this  claim,  except  so  far 
as  they  are  disclosed  by  the  state- 
ment contained  in  the  note.  From 
that  it  appears  that  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  has  been  willing 
to  pay  the  drafts  in  question  when- 
ever the  French  government  would 
produce  the  evidence  that  the  indi- 
vidual creditors,  for  whose  claims 
they  were  drawn,  had  been  paid. 
The  French  government  has  refus- 
ed to  do  this,  alleging  that  the  Uni- 
ted  States  can  have  no  interest  in 
the  production  of  this  evidence,  that 
they  owe  no  responsibility  to  the  in- 
dividual creditors,  and  that  the  con- 
vention of  1803  "  has  imposed  upon 
them  the  pure  and  simple  obligation 


to  pay  to  France  the  twenty  mil. 
lions  of  francs.''  This  reasonings 
however,  is  not  sustained  by  the 
convention  itself,  the  third  article  of 
which  declares  that  **  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  said  debts"  (that 
is,  the  debts  due  by  France  to 
American  citizens)  ''shall  be  ^- 
charged  by  ike  Uniled  States"  dec. ; 
and  the  sixth  article  further  showsi 
that  these  debts  are  to  be  discharg- 
ed  by  direct  payments  made  by  the 
United  States  to  the  American  cre- 
ditors, who,  upon  obtaining  a  cer- 
tain certificate,  auront  droit  au  man- 
dats  sur  le  Tr^r  des  Etats  Uois." 
The  government  of  the  United 
States,  therefore!  by  the  conventioK^ 
has  evidently  contracted  an  obliga- 
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tkiQ  to  the  American  craditon^  and 
i»  interested  in  having  proper  evv 
dence  of  the  paynient  of  their 
claims.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  how- 
ever,  that  the  difficulty  which  has 
arisen  might  be  easily  arranged  by 
proper  explanations  between  the 
two  governments.  The  subject,  it 
is  beheved,  has  never  been  present. 


ed  to  the  political  departnoent  of  the 
government  at  Washington,  which 
would  listen,  as  it  has  done  on  all 
other  occasions,  with  loyalty  and 
good  faith,  to  any  representations 
which  the  government  of  France 
might  think  proper  to  address  to  it 
concerniog  this  affair. 


^^ 


No.  l5. — Afaire  des  Legionnaires  de  Luxembourg, 

This  is  obviously  a  question  be-     the  government  of  the  Union  is  en. 
tween  the   Legionnaires    and   the     tirely  a  stranger, 
state  of  South  Carolina,  tq  which 


No.  16. — Affaire  de  Concesnon  Terraim. 


This  reclamation  relates  to  grants 
of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  Union, 
obtained  from   Indian  tribes  living 
within  its  limits,  or  derived   under 
governments  which   ibrmeriy  pos. 
eessed  a  portion  of  the  territory  now 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  The 
note  maintains  the  validity  of  the 
first  mentioned  grants,  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  Indian  tribes  are  vir- 
tually sovereign   and   independent, 
and,  as  such,  have  an  incontestable 
right  to  dispose  of  their  lands  to 
whomsoever,  and  in  whatever  man- 
ner they  please.     This  position  is 
contradicted  by  the  invariable  prac- 
tice of  ail  the  European  govern- 
ments who  have  at  any  time  had 
possessions  in  America,  and  by  so- 
lemn and  repeated  decisicms  on  the 
point  itself  by  the  highest  tribunals 
in  the   United  States.     Whatever 
may  have  been   the  form  in  which 
we  have  choeen  to  conduct  our  re- 
lations with  the  Indians,  no  princi- 
ple of  our  polity  is  better  understood 
Uu 


or  more  firmly  established,  than  that 
the  Indian  tribes  occupying  portions 
of  our  territory  do  not  possess  a 
single  attribute  of  national  sovereign- 
ty, but  are  oompletely  subject  to  the 
paternal  dominion  and  tutelage  of 
the  United  States,  in  whom  only  the 
aefeereigniy  of  the  country  resides. 
This  is  a  question  which  it  belongs 
to  the  United  Slates  ctUme  to  deter- 
mine, and  they  have  determined  it 
on  numerous  occasions,  and  in  the 
most  solemn   form,  by  the  highest 
authorities  known  to  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  country.    What- 
ever regulations  the  government  of 
the  United  States  may  have  found  it 
necessary  to  establish  in  relation  to 
the  transactions  of  individuals  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  that,  too,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Indians  them- 
selves, whom  too  much  cara  could 
not  be    taken  to  protect   against 
fraud,  these  regulations  apply  ajiks 
to  their  own  citizens  and  to  &reign- 
ers;  and  a  foreign  government  cer- 
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tainl  J  has  abundant  cause  of  satis, 
factiony  when  it  knows  that  its  own 
subjects  are  put  on  the  same  footing 
as  natives* 

The  grants  of  land  referred  to  as 
having  been  derived  under  govern- 
inents  which  formeriy  possessed  a 
portion  of  the  territory  now  belong, 
ing  to  the  United  States,  are  said  to 
be  chiefly  in  the  state  of  Louisiana ; 
and  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion  of  that  country  is  invoked,  as 
if  it  had  specifically  guarantied 
the  grants  in  question.  But  I  find 
nothing  else  in  the  treaty  than  a 
general  declaration  thai  **  ks  habi- 
tans  seronl  incorpor^t  dans  P  Union 
des  Etalt  UnU  et  adndsy  aussUot 
qu*il  sera  jtossibiCf  <fc.,  4^.,  ei  en 
aiiendantj  seront  maintenus  ei  prote* 
g€s  dans  lajouissance  de  leurs  Uber^ 
Us  Tpropri^Us^  el  dans  P  exercise  des 
religions  quails  professent."  If  there 
be  any  thing  else  in  this  treaty*  or 
in  any  other  treaty,  which  may  be 
supposed  to  have  a  bearing  on  the 
grants  in  question,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  all  treaties  made  with  fo- 
reign powers  are  solemnly  declared 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  ^  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
landj"  and  that  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  are  bound,  and  do  in  fiict 
govern  their  decisions  by  them. 
When  controversies  arise  in  regard 
to  land  tities,  it  is  the  common  law 


of  all  nations  that  they  should  be 
decided  according  to  tbe  laws  and 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  country 
where  the  lands  are  situated.  In 
judging  claims  of  this  character  in 
which  foreigners  may  be  ioterestedv 
the  tribunals  of  the  United  States 
are  governed,  with  a  rigid  impartial- 
ity, by  the  same  rules  and  princi- 
ples which  are  applied  to  similar 
claims  of  native  citizens.  Nothing 
more  can  be  fairly  demanded  by  a 
foreign  government.  If  firom  an  in* 
herent  vice  in  the  titles  themselves, 
or  from  a  non-compliance  with  the 
conditions  of  their  grants,  some  of 
the  natives  of  France  have  failed  to 
establish  their  pretensions  before  the 
regular  tribunals  constituted  for  the 
purpose,  the  fault  is  certainly  not 
that  of  the  United  States.  If  when 
a  claim  cannot  be  judicially  sustain- 
ed, there  yet  may  exist  circumstan- 
ces to  re<K>mmend  it  to  a  benevolent 
consideration  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority, the  appeal  roust  be  to  con- 
gress, where  it  seems  that  the  claim- 
ants  in  question  have  already  met 
with  a  reception  that  leaves  them 
no  cause  of  complaint.  But  to  admit 
a  FOREIGN  agency  in  the  determina- 
tion of  questions  of  this  character, 
would  be  a  derogation  of  national 
sovereignty  to  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  can  never 
consent. 


No.  74. 


Sir, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Uvingslon. 


Paris,  Jans  29,  1831. 


On  the  15th  instant  I  again 
called  on  the  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon 
him  the  necessity  of  bringing  our 
negotiation  to  a  definitive  conclusion. 
I  found  Baron  Dcffandis  with  him, 
who  entered  into  various  explana- 


tions and  arguments  respecting  the 
French  claims.  A  general  c<»i- 
versation  on  the  subject  ensued, 
which  was  necessarily  vague  and 
inconclusive,  as  no  formal  specifi- 
cation of  these*  claims  had  yet  been 
presented  to  me.  Baron  Defifandis 
said  that  the  exposition  which  they 
had  been  preparing  in  the  bureau^ 
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Was  nearly  completed ;  and  the  mi-  several  of  these  reclamations,  and 
nister  promised  to  send  it  to  me  as  the  plausibility  of  others,  yet,  as 
soon  as  it  was  finished.  the  best  means  of  leading  to  a  &- 

I  remarked  to  Count  Sebastiani,  vourabJe  compromise,  it  appeared 
that,  as  sonoe  of  the  claims  which  to  me  expedient,  in  drawing  up  my 
had  been  mentioned  were  obviously  observations,  to  state  as  strongly  as 
unsustainable,  1  hoped  he  would  I  could,  consistently  with  fair  dis« 
present  none  others  than  such  as  cussion,  objections  and  arguments 
were  approved  by  his  personal  con-  which  might  be  urged  against  each 
victions  of  their  justice.  Heassu-  of  them.  It  was  with  this  view, 
red  me  that  none  should  be  pre-  particularly,  that,  in  treating  the 
sented  but  such  as  seemed  to  be  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais, 
founded  in  principles  of  equity.  I  brought  forward,  in  as  strong  re- 

in the  evening  of  the  same  day,  lief  as  the  narrow  limits  of  the  dis* 
I  received  from  the  minister  a  note,  cussion  would  admit,  the  circum-  . 
accompanied  by  a  list  of  fourteen  stances  which  had,  from  time  to 
pecuniary  claims,  amounting  to  time,  formed  the  ground  of  the  ar- 
4,689,251  francs,  and  distinct  expo-  gument  against  it  in  the  United 
sitions  of  each,  together  with  two  States  among  those  who  were  oppo- 
additionai  memoirs  on  claims  of  a  sed  to  its  allowance, 
peculiar  character ;  copies  of  all  There  were,  among  the  clainM 
which  are  herewith  enclosed.  presented,  several  others  which  had 

On  the  17th  instant,   having  ex-    been  the  subject  of  diplomatic  dis- 
amined,  as  far.as  themeans  in  my  pes-    cussion  at   Washington  ;    but  alto- 
session  would  enable  me,  the  merits    gether  uninformed  of  the  ground 
of  these  reclamations,  I  again  called    which    had  been  taken  there,  and 
on  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,    having  no  other  knowledge  of  the 
and  discussed  with  him  and  Baron    facts  than  what  I  could  collect  from 
Defiandis,  (who  was  again  present,)    the  imperfect  sketches  presented  by 
in  considerable  detail,  the  greater    the  French  government  itself,  I  was 
part  of  them.     The  minister  then    compelled  to  confine  myself  to  gene- 
suggested,  that,  as  they  had  present-    ral  views  of  them.  My  observations 
ed  their  claims  in  a  written  exposi-    were  prepared  in  the  course  of  the 
tion,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory    17th  and  18th  of  the  month,  and,  in 
and  useful  to  receive  my  observa-    order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  trans- 
tions  on  them  in  the  same  form,  af-    lation  at  the  department  for  foreign 
ter  which  we  might  more  readily    affairs,  they  were  communicated  in 
come  to  an  understanding  in  a  per-    the  French  language.    On  the  19th 
sonal  interview.     He  said  that,  on    instant  they  were  transmitted  to  the 
Tuesday,  the  21st  instant,  he  would    minister,  with  a    note,  a  copy   of 
be  able  to  devote  several  hours  to  a    which,  as  well  as  of  the  observa- 
farther  discussion  of   the   subject    tions,  is  herewith  enclosed, 
with  me,  provided  1  could  prepare.        On  the  2 1st  instant,  the    day 
in  the  mean  time,  my  written  ob-    proposed  by  the  minister  for  our 
servations  on  the    several  claims    interview,  I  again  called  at  the  of- 
which    had   been   presented,    and    fice  of  foreign  affairs.     The  minis- 
would  send  them  to  him  at  least    ter  said  he  bad  read  and  considered 
one  day  beforehand.     To  this  ar-    my    observations    with  attention ; 
rangement    I    very   promptly  as-    that  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
sented.  to  enter  into  a  separate  discussion 

Although   I  felt  the   justice  of  of  the  several  claims  with  me ;  thai 
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t  e  prtncifMil  oiia»  and  greatly  ex.        The    chdm    of    the    heira     dt 

oeeding  all  the  others  in  amoant*  Beaumarchais  alone  aaMNinted  Co 

waa  tiwi  of  the  heira  of  Beaumar-  39700,874  firanca.     Prom  the  pe- 

chaia ;  that  the  oooneil  hefbie  whom  cuJiar  nature  of  tlMs  damiy  and  the 

he  had  brought  the  aubjeet  conai.  connexion  of  the  French  govern* 

dered  the  claim  juet,  and  had  de-  ment  with    it,  the  hononr  of  the 

termined  to  insist  upon  it ;    he  had  United  States  seemed  now  impe. 

reason  to  helicTe,  however,  that  the  riously  to  demand  its  adjostmentf 

parties  interested,  in  orderlnow  to se-  whether  intrinsically  well  ibonded 

cure  their  claim  in  a  certain   and  or  not.     The  million  which,  with 

definite  manner,  might  be  induced  its  interest,  had   been  charged  to 

to  accept  a  sum  less  than  the  whole  the  account  of  Beaumarchws,  waa 

amount  tliey  had  claimed ;  that  the  not  alleged  to  have  been   paid  to 

other  claims,  among  which  there  him  by  the  United  States.     It  was 

were   some  of  unquestionable  jus*  claimed  as  a  gift  pot  into  his  hands 

tioe,  might,  in  like  manner,  be  com.  by  the  Ftench  langffbr  the  purpose 

promised,  and  that  the  wbol-^  sub.  of  purchasing  the    supplies    with 

ject  of  private  French  claims  might  which  he  had  fitmished  the  United 

thus  be  terminated   by  a  transac-  States.     But  the  French  govern^ 

tion  fit  bhe^  and,  in  all  probability,  ment  had  repeatedly  declared  that 

for  two  or  three  millions  of  francs,  it  was  not  applied  to  the  purchase 

He  then  sent  for  Baron  Defian-  of  those  supplies,  but  to  an  ofaject 

dis  to  give  information  on  this  point ;  of  lecret  pohtical  service,  of  which 

but  the  baron  being  detained  at  honoe  Beaumarchais  Imd  rendered  a  asti^ 

by  nckneas.  Count  Sebastiani  said  factory  account  to  his  own  govenu 

it  was  necessary  that  he  should  see  ment. 

him  before  he  could  come  to  a  de-        Under  these  circumstanoeB,  the 

finitive  conclusion  on  the  subject,  claim  had  been  successively  reoom- 

and  invited  me  to  call  again  on  the  mended  to  the  favourable  consi- 

following  morning.     I  remarked  to  deration  of  congress,    by    presi* 

the  minister,  that,  though  I  might  dents  Jefierson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 

not  be  disinclined  to  a  compromise  roe ;  two  attorneys  general  of  the 

of  these  claims  if  he  would  be  con*  United  States,  Messrs.  Rodney  and 

tent  with  a  reasonhble   allowance  Pinckney,  had  given  their  official 

for  pretensions  so  questionable,  yet  opinion  that  the  credit  claimed  by 

I  could  not  consent  to  so  high  a  the  United  States  was  not  sustain* 

sum  as  he  had  mentioned.  able  oa  legal  principles ;    and,  of 

On  the  following  day  (the  23d)  ten  committees  of  the  house  of  re* 

I  called  again  on  the  minister  of  presentatives  who  had    examined 

foreign  a^irs,  as  be  had  proposed,  the  subject,  sic,  (for  since  the  pre* 

and  found   Baron   Defiandis   with  parationofmyobservaticns  address* 

him.     The  discussion  was  resumed  ed  to  the  minister  of  foreign  afiairs, 

on  the  French  claims,  and  particu*  I  find  that  a  mapritif  of  these  com* 

larly  on  that  of  the  heirs  of  Beau-  mittees  had  made  reports  favour- 

marchais.     Afler  a  great  deal  of  able  to  it,)  have  recommended  its 

conversation,  which  it  is  not  deemed  payment. 

necessary  to  detail,  the  subject  was       If  the  claim  were  to  be  adjust* 

arranged  by  the  minister's  agree,  ed  in  the  United  States,  it  appeared 

iog  to  accept  a  gross  sum  of  fif-  impossible  to  separate  the  interest 

teen  hundred  thousand    francs   in  claimed  from  the  principal.     The 

satisfaction  of  all  tbe  claims.  committees  of  congress      bich  had 
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made  favourable  reports  on  H,  (par-  cede  to  any  reduction  of  the  duties 

ticolarly  the  select  committee  which  on  French  brandies.     Ailer  a  pro- 

made  its  report  on  the  26th  Janua-  tracted  conrersation,  with  the  de- 

ry,  1828,  and  the  committee  of  fo-  tails  of  which  it  is  uoneoessarj  to 

retgn   affairs^    which    reported  on  trouble  you,  it  was  finally  agreed 

the  1st  April,  1828,)  seem  always  that  the  United  States  should  stipu- 

to  have  regarded  the  interest  on  this  late  to  reduce,  for    a  term  of  ten 

claim  as  necessarily  incident  to  the  years,  the  duties  on  French  wines, 

principal ;  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  the  to  the  following  rates,  by  the  gallon, 

secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  let*  to  wit :  on  wines,  in  bottles,  from 

lerof  the  27th  January,  1806,  to  the  30  to  22  cents ;  on  white  wines,  in 

chairmanof  the  committee  of  claims,  casks,  from  15  to  10  cents,  and  on  red 

it  Mali  be  perceiyed,  treats  the  into-  wines,  in  casks,  from  10  to  6  cents ; 

rest  as  e^ikz/Zydtte  with  the  principal,  in  consideration  of  which  France 

To  get  rid  of  this  claim,  amounting,  should  entirely  abandon  her  preten. 

alone,  to  more  than  three  and  a  half  sion  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 

millions  of  francs,  and  of  others,  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana,  and, 

(among  which  are  some  of  clear  nnoreover,  agree  to  abolish  the  dis- 

justice,)  amounting  to  one  million  tinctionnowmade  in  the  French  tariff 

more,  (or  a  gross  sum  of  one  and  a  between  the  long  staple  and  the  short 

half  million  of  francs,   was  an  ar-  staple  cottons  of  the  United  States, 

rangement    so     obviously  ad  van-  the  efiectofwhich  will  be  a  reduction 

tageous  for  the  United  States,  that  of  the  duty  on  the  fbrnDer  from  40 

1  did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it.  to  20  francs  the  100  kilogranoes. 

Thequestion  respecting  the  eighth  The  motives  and  advantages  of 

article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  this  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the 

Louisiana  then  remained  to  be  ad-  United  States,  are  bo  fully  develop, 

justed.     The  minister  declared  that  ed  in  my  despatch  of  the  20th  May, 

the  national  sentiment,  as  well  as  the  1830,  that  1   need  not  here  enter 

convictions    and   determinati<Hi  of  into  the  subject  again*     That  the 

the  French  Government,  rendered  increased  consumption  of  French 

a  simultaneous  arrangement  of  this  wines  in  the  United  States,  under 

question  the  indispensable  condition  the  reduced  duties,  will  produce  a 

of  the  acknowledgment  of  our  re-  material   increase  of  the   revenue 

clamations;  but  that  he  was  willing,  arising  from  this  source,  I  cannot 

with  some  little  addition,  to  arrange  doubt;  while  the  salutary  influence 

it  on  the  same  basis  which  had  been  of  the  measure  on  the  public  health 

agreed  upon  bMween  Monsieur  Po*  and  morals  in  the  free  introduction 

lignao  and  myself.  of  a  cheap  and  unexciting  drink,  no 

Monsieur   David,  the  secretary  less  recommends  it  to  the  approba* 

general  ofthe  bureau  of  commerce,  tion  of  an  enlightened  patriotism^ 

who  had  been  consulted    by    the  of  which   it  is  known,  indeed,  to 

minister  of  foreign  affairs  on  this  have  been  long  a  favourite   and 

subject,  was  present,  and  exhibited  cherished  objecL 

a  projet  he  had  prepared  for  a  con-  I  will  remark,  only,  that  the  pro- 

siderable  reduction  of   duties   on  position  made  to  Monsieur  Polignac 

French  wines  and  brandies.     I  ex-  in  May,  1830,  had  chiefly  in  view 

plained  to  the  minister  the  consi.  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wines 

derations  connected    with  the  in-  in  cask.     But  the  minister  of  fo. 

terests  of  our  own  industry,   which  reign  affairs  desired  a  simultaneous 

rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  ac*  reduction  of  the  duties   on  other 
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winety  with  a  view  of  conciliating  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  of  27th 

the  wine-growing  interest  of  Cham-  February,  1823,  to  Monsieur  Clnu 

pagne  and  Bourgoyne,   as  well  as  teaubriand,  shows  that  the  effect  of 

of  the  south  of  France.     Instead,  this    pretension,    on  the    part    of 

therefore,    of    a   reduction  of  50  France,  might  be  to  put   in   her 

per  cent,  in  the  duties  on  red  wines  power  to  monopolize,  in  favour  of 

in  cask  only,  (which  the   calcula-  the  French  navigation,  the  carriage 

tions  made  in  my  despatch  of  the  of  the  whole  commerce   between 

20th  May,  1830,  would  require,  in  her    dominions  and   the   ports  of 

oreler  to  establish   an  equality,  in  Louisiana.     Between   the   risk  of 

that  respect,  with  Madeira  wines,)  such  a  consequence,    which  would 

it  was  agreed  to  grant  an  average  have  been  entailed  upon  the  United 

reduction  of  about  33^^  per  cent,  in  States   *<  for  ever,"  in  the  event  of 

the  duties  on  all  kinds  of  French  an  unfavourable  issue  of  the  arbi- 

wines.  tration  proposed  by   the  American 

Satisfactory  explanations    were  government  in  1828,  and  a  tempo- 

given  by  the  minister  in  regard  to  rary   arrangement  which,    at  the 

the  differences  in  the  rates  of  duties  same    time    that    it   finally  extin- 

established,  at   present,  in  France,  guishes  the  pretensions  of  France, 

on  trie  cottons  of  Turkey  and  India,  is  intrinsically  advantageous  to  our- 

and  those  of  other  countries ;  and  I  selves,  there  cannot,  it  is  presumed, 

was    convinced,    indeed,    not  with-  be   any  hesitation    in  making  an 

standing  this  difference  of  duty,  that  election. 

the  cottons  of  the  United  States  had  The  arrangements  which    had 

nothing  to  fear  from  a  competition  been  agreed  upon  in  this  interview, 

with  the   inferior  qualities  and  re-  left  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  s^tle^ 

duced  supplies  of  the  cottons   of  definitively,  the  form  of  the  treaty 

other  countries.  in  which  they  were  to  be  incorpo- 

I  had  every  reason,  therefore,  to  rated.  As  the  minister  of  foreign 
be  content  with  the  equalization  of  affairs  had  not  yet  presented  a  con- 
the  duties  on  the  long  staple  and  tre  projet,  it  was  understood  that 
short  staple  cottons  of  the  United  he  would  prepare  these  additional 
States,  operating  a  reduction  of  one  stipulations,  and  make  them  a  part 
half  of  the  duties  now  imposed  on  of  his  projet.  On  the  following 
the  former;  especially  as  the  real  day,  (the  23d,)  I  returned  to  the 
motive  of  the  supulated  reduction  of  office  of  foreign  afifairs  for  the  pur* 
duties  on  French  wines  in  the  Uni-  pose  of  consulting  with  Baron  Def. 
ted  States  was  not  to  gain  commer-  fandis  (on  whom  the  reduction  of 
cial  advantages,  but  to  get  rid  of  a  the  centre  projet  devolved)  in  re- 
claim of  perpetual  privileges,  found-  lation  to  several  points  of  it ;  on 
ed  on  the  language  of  a  treaty  which,  for  the  most  part,  we  agreed, 
which  had  heretofore  proved  an  in-  He  promised,  as  soon  as  the  centre 
vincible  obstacle  to  the  just  recla-  projet  should  have  been  approved 
roations  of  our  citizens,  emd  might  by  the  council,  to  send  it  to  me  for 
be  most  onerous  and  embarrassing  examination.  On  the  26th  instant 
for  the  future.  I  received  it,  and  have  now  the  ho- 
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nour  to  enclose  a  copy.  Yesterday 
I  called  OQ  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  proposed  some  slight 
alterations  in  it,  most  of  which  were 
readily  acceded  to.  Some  fe  w  points 
of  expression  only  remain  to  be  far- 
ther considered.  In  a  fbw  days 
more,  I  have  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  matter  will  be  definitively 


consummated   by   the  signature  of 
the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect, 

Your   most  ob'd't  serv't, 

W.  C.  Rives. 
To  the  Hon.  Edward  Livingston, 
Secretary  of  Stale, 


No.  75. 


SiH, 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Limngsion, 


Paris,  July  8,  1831. 


I  have  the  honour  to  transmit, 
herewith,  the  treaty  which  has  been 
concluded  with  the  government  of 
France.  It  was  reduced  to  its  de- 
finitive form  on  the  30th  ultimo  ; 
but  the  necessity  of  submitting  it 
to  the  king,  who  had  just  returned 
from  his  tour  in  the  eastern  depart- 
ments, and  the  subsequent  absence 
of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
who  accompanied  the  king  in  ano- 
ther excursion  to  Melum  and  Fon- 
tainbleau,  on  the  2d  and  3d  in- 
stant,  prevented  its  signature  till 
the  4lh. 

In  communicating  the  result  of 
this  long  and  arduous  negotiation,  I 
do  not  suppose  it  necessary  to  en- 
ter into  an  analysis  of  the  articles 
of  the  treaty,  which  either  sufH- 
ciently  explain  themselves,  or  are 
already  explained  by  the  details 
given  in  my  previous  despatches. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  whole 
sum  which  the  French  government 
is  to  pay  on  account  of  the  recla- 
mations of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  unlawful  seizures,  cap- 
tures, &c.,  is  twenty. eight  and  a 
half  millions  of  francs.  In  regard 
to  the  adequacy  of  this  sum  to  pay 
the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  I 
have  already  had  the  honour  to  re- 


fer to  the  despatch   of  Mr.   Galla- 
tin of  the  14th  of  January,  1822  ; 
and  beg  here  to  cite  the  passage  of 
it  which  relates  to  this  subject. 

**  Although  I  have  enumerated 
all  the  cases  within  my  knowledge, 
where  actual  condemnation  had  not 
taken  place,  I  must  add,  that  it  is 
possible  that  some  vessels  captured, 
and  probably  that  some  burnt  at  sea 
whilst  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  in  force,  have  not  yet  been 
definitively  condemned.  But  there 
can  be  no  expectation  that  indemni- 
ty will  ever  be  obtained  either  for 
those,  or  in  any  of  the  cases  where 
there  has  been  such  condemnation. 
From  all  the  documents  which  I 
have  yet  seen,  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  total  amount  of  this  last  men- 
tioned class,  afler  deducting  the 
cases  where  the  destination  of  the 
vessels  was  concealed,  enemy's  pro- 
perty  covered,  or  which  might 
generally  afford  plausible  grounds 
of  condemnation,  can  exceed  two 
ndlUons  of  dollars  in  value.  The 
Danish  prizes,  and  the  vessels  and 
cargoes  sei2ed  at  Naples,  are  not 
included  in  that  estimate.  The 
amount  of  sequestrations  and  ves- 
sels burnt  at  sea,  where  no  condem. 
nation  has  taken  place,  may  be  es- 
timated  at  about  three  nuSiotts  of 
dollars*    This  last  estimate  cannot 
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be  far  from  the  truth,  since  we  know  Gallatin,  and  of  Mr.   Brown,  with 

the  amount    of   the    two   largest  the  department  of  state,  (the  un&- 

claims,  the  St.  Sebastian   and  the  rourable  parts  of  which  have,  lor 

Antwerp  sequestrations.     The  an*  obvious  reasons,  not  heretofore  been 

swer  which  this  government  may  given  to  the  public,)   shows  that 

give  to  my  last  note,  will  show  whe-  they  regarded  this  wWo  subject  as 

ther  we  have  any  thing  to  expect  almost  entirely  hopeless.     The  dil^ 

from  its  justice  in  any  case  what-  ficulties,  instead  of  h&ng  diiniiiisb- 

ever ;  for,  if  the  Antwerp  claim  is  ed,  have  been  increased  by  the  re- 

rejt.'cted,  there  can  be  no  expecta-  cent  revolution  here  ;  the  causes  of 

tion  that  they  will  voluntarily  allow  which     have    been    hinted   at    in 

any  other."  several     of     my     previous     des- 

If  the  opinion  here  expressed  be  patches,  and  particularly  in  that  of 
correct,  and  certainly  none  enjoys,  the  8th  August,  1830.  The  more 
or  is  entitled  to  more  respect,  the  popular  genius  of  the  new  govern* 
sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  ment,  in  creating  a  greater  tender- 
French  government  will  be  amply  ness  for  the  public  purse,  and 
sufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  just  stronger  sympathies  with  the  inte- 
claims  of  our  citizens,  of  every  de-  rests  of  the  tax-payers,  has  itself 
tcription^  comprehended  in  the  scope  been  a.  serious  obstacle ;  to  which 
of  the  negotiation.  have  been  added  the  pressure  of  ex- 

The  schedules  founded  on  state-  treme    financial    embarrassments, 

ments  of  the  claimants,  which  have  and  the  absorbing  pre-occupation  of 

from  time  to  time  been  presented  to  European  politics, 
congress,  carry  the  amount  of  the        An  arraogem^it  which,  anad  so 

claims  much  higher ;  but,  for  ob-  many  difficulties,  has  secured  for 

vious  reasons,  they  are  not  a  safo  claims  of  our  citizens  (prosecuted 

guide,  either  in  regard  to  the  validi-  in  vain  for  the  last  twenty  year^ 

ty  or  the  amount  of  the  claims,  and  a  large  portion,  if  not  the  wbola* 

During  the  past  winter,  I  put  these  of  which   has  be^i  considered  as 

schedules  into  the  hands  of  a  most  desperate)  a  sum  sufficient,   in  all 

intelligent  countryman,  whose  prac-  probability,  to  pay  eveiry  cent  justly 

tical  acquaintance  with  such   sub-  due,  and  nearly  treble  the  amount 

jects,  and  a  personal  knowledge  of  pronounced  to  be  due  by  the  ooro- 

many  of  the  transactions    them-  mission  charged  with  their  exami- 

selves,  derived  from  a  residence  in  nation  here,  which  has,  at  the  same 

Europe  at  the  time,  gave  particular  time,  extinguished  claims  of  Preoch 

value  to  his  opinion.     He  commu-  subjects  against  the  United  Statep 

nicated  to  me  the  result  of  his  exa-  to  the  amount  of  near  five  millions 

mi  nation  in  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which,  of  francs,  by  a  stipulation  to  pay  a 

as  showing  the  large  deductions  to  million  and  a  half;  and  has  finally 

be  made  from  the  schedules,  and  as  gotten  rid  of  a  most  embarrassing 

containing  other  observations  which  claim  (founded  on  the  language  of 

may  be  found  useful  in  the  ultimate  a  treaty)  of  perpetual  privileges  in 

investigation  of  the  claims,  I  here-  the  ports  of  one  of  the  states  of  the 

with  transmit.  union,  by  a  temporary  measure  in- 

The  result  which  has  been  gain-  trinsically  advantageous  to  our- 
ed  in  the  interest  of  the  claimants  selves,  and  in  the  definitive  settle- 
has  not  been  achieved  without  the  ment  of  these  unpleasant  questions, 
greatest  difficulty.  The  corres-  has  laid  a  lasting  foundation  of  har- 
pondence  of  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Mr.  mony  and  frierSship  between  two 
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countries  having  the  most  important 
common  interests,  political  and  com- 
mercial: an  arrangement  marked 
by  these  features  cannot,  I  trust, 
foil  to  be  satisfactory,  and  to  justify 
the  responsibility  which,  under  the 
discretionary  powers  the  president 
has  been  pleased  to  confide  to  me,  I 
have  not  hesitated  to  assume,  both 


in  the  progress  and  termination  of 
this  complex  negotiation. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  Rives, 
To  the  hon.  Edward  LnrinosTONy 
Secretary  of  State. 


No.  78, 


Sia, 


Mr*  Rives  to  Mr*  Lwingston* 


Paris,  September  28,  1831. 


It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it 
might  not  be  altogether  without  uti- 
lity to  furnish  you  some  additional 
explanations  respecting  a  clause  of 
the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  this  government  on  the 
4th  July  last.  That  article,  afler 
providing  for  a  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties  on  French  wines,  to  the  rates 
therein  specified,  for  a  term  of  ten 
yeaiSy  adds  <<  that  the  proportion 
existing  between  the  duties  on 
French  wines  thus  reduced,  and  the 
general  rates  of  the  tariff  which 
went  into  operation  on  the  1st  Ja- 
nuary, 1829,  shall  be  maintained  in 
case  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  think  proper  to  dimi- 
nish those  general  rates  in  a  new 
tariff." 

The  minister  of  foreign  afiairs 
insisted  on  this  addition  as  a  sine 
qua  non  of  the  execution  of  the 
treaty. 

He  said  that,  without  it,  the  sti- 
pulation to  reduce  the  duties  on 
French  wines  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory,  as  the  United  States 
might  immediately,  afler  reducing 
the  duties  on  French  wines  to  the 
rates  agreed  upon,  make  a  very 
large  reduction  in  the  duties  on  the 
wines  of  other  countries,  and  thus 

W 


place  the  wines  of  France,  relative- 
ly to  those  of  other  countries,  in  a 
much  more  disadvantageous  position 
than  ever.  Feeling,  myself,  the  just- 
ness of  this  observation,  and  the  min- 
ister of  foreign  afiairs  declaring  that, 
without  the  insertion  of  the  clause 
in  question,  he  could  not  sign  the 
treaty,  I  saw  no  occasion  for  mak- 
ing a  serious  difficulty  of  it  on  my 
part. 

At  the  same  time,  I  did  not  lose 
sight  of  what  is  said  in  the  instruc- 
tions addressed  to  me  on  the  30th 
November,  1830 ;  which,  while 
sanctioning  the  proposition  I  had  in- 
formally made  to  Monsieur  Polignac 
respecting  a  reduction  oi  duties  on 
the  wines  of  France,  added  thai 
*<  proper  care  should  be  taken  that 
the  stipulation  for  this  reduction  of 
duties  does  not  conflict  with  our  en- 
gagements to  other  nations,  by 
which  we  are  bound  to  impose  no 
higher  duties  upon  articles  the  pio« 
duce  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  those 
nations,  than  upon  similar  articles 
of  other  nations  when  imported  in- 
to the  United  States." 

If  the  views  presented  in  n\j 
despatch  of  20th  May,  1830,  res- 
pGcting  the  unequal  rates  of  the  ex- 
isting duties  on  the  wines  of  Franoe 
and  those  of  other  countries,  be 
correct*  as  they  are  believed  to  be» 

w 
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the  efiect  of  the  itipulated  reductioD 
in  Ihe  duties  on  French  wines  will 
be,  not  to  admit  them  on  more  fa- 
vourable  terms  than  those  of  other 
countries,  but  sioiply  to  restore 
them  to  a  just  equality. 

But  a  consideration  not  less  con- 
clusire  is,  that  we  have  no  engage- 
ment^  of  the  kind  referred  to,  with 
anywine-growing  country. 

The  only  countries  with  which 
we  have  entered  into  a  stipulation 
to  levy  "  no  higher  or  other  duties  on 
their  productions  than  are  or  shall 
be  payable  on  the  like  articles  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  other 
foreign  countries,"  are  Great  Bri- 
tain,  (in  reference  to  her  European 
possessions  only,)  Prussia,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  the  Hanseatic  Re- 
publics, Austria,  and  perhaps  some 
of  the  South  American  States. 
With  Spcun  and  Portugal,  the  prin- 
cipal wine-growing  countries  afler 
France,  we  have  no  such  stipula- 
tkans.  Of  the  countries  above  enu- 
merated, none  produce  wine,  unless 
the  small  quantity  made  in  the 
Rhenish  provinces  of  Prussia  should 
be  thought  to  make  it  an  excep- 
tion* 

It  ia  with  that  country  only,  then^ 
that  any  question  could,  by  possi- 
bility,  aris»  respecting  our  agree- 
ment to  reduce  the  duties  on  French 
wines.  Conceding  even  that  the 
stipulation  of  equal  treatment  to 
her  productions  would  oblige  us  to 
extend  to  her,  without  any  equiva- 
lent whatever,  a  reduction  of  duties 
granted  for  a  special  and  valuable 


consideration  to  another  power,  aad 
also  that  the  wines  of  her  provinces 
are,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty 
with  her,  like  (m^mes)  articlea- 
with  the  wines,  so  peculiar  and  dis- 
tinct, of  France,  her  reclamatiott3r 
if  any  should-  be  made,  (which  i» 
highly  improbable,)  might  be  satis- 
fied by  a  correspondent  reductkn 
of  duties  on  the  wines  of  the  Prus- 
sian  provinces  on  the  Rhine^  with- 
out  giving  to  France,  in  the  terma 
of  the  stipulation  made  with  her,  a 
right  to  call  for  a  farther  redaction 
of  duties  on  French  wines;  for  it  is* 
only  in  case  the  government  of  the 
United  States  should  diminish  the 
"general  rates"  of  the  tariff  in  fo^ 
reign  wines,  that  France  would  be 
entitled  to  a  farther  proportional 
reduction  on  hers. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  fur- 
nish you  these  explanations,  (whidi 
the  numerous  other  matters  crowd- 
ing upon  my  attention,  at  the  time 
of  sending  the  treaty,  prevented  n» 
from  then  communicating,)  not  be- 
cause I  suppose  them  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  but  ex  abundant! 
cautela,  and  with  a  desire  to  posw 
sess  you  of  every  circumstance 
which  might,  by  possibility,  bo 
deemed  useful  in  estimating  its  pro- 
visions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 
Your  most  ob't  serv*t,. 

W.  C.  Rivss. 

To  the  hon.  Edward  LitinostoNa 
Secretary  of  Siate^ 
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II.    FOREIGN. 


NEW-GRBNADA. 


Message  of  Phesident  Samtander,  ai  tJie  opening  of  the  Congress^ 


Fellow  Citizens  of  the  2denate, 

and  House  of  Representatives, 
The   representative  government 
adopted  by  New-Grenada,  would 
be  a  mere  form,  were  you  not  au- 
thorized to  express  the  will  of  the 
nation,  and  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  all  its  agents.     The  people 
of  Grenada  have  sent  you  to  inquire 
into  its  wants,  to  supply  them  cf  in 
your  power,  to  revise  and  improve 
the  laws,  and  bring  nearer  to  per- 
fection  that  system  which  it  has  cost 
so  much  to  rear.     It  is  my  dtfty  to 
aid  you  in  this  difficult  task,  by  lay. 
ing  before  you  a  statement  of  the 
political  and  military  situation  of  our 
country,  its  revenues,  its  expenses 
and   resources ;  with  a  sketch   of 
those   ameliorations   and    reforms, 
which  may  be  introduced  into  each 
branch  of  the  administration.    This 
duty  I  shall  fulfil  with  that  sincerity 
and  candour  which  is   required   for 
the  advantage  of  the  country,  the 
character  of  tho  government,  and 
my  own  honour ;    leaving  it  to  the 
secretaries  of  stale  to  inform  you  of 
the  particulars  relating  to  their  se- 
veral departments.    Should  the  pic- 
ture which  I  shall  present,  not  prove, 
on  all  points,   as  flattering   as  we 
could  desire,  yet  no  charge  of  dis- 
honour can,  on  that  account,  be  laid 
against  our  country  ;  twenty-three 
years  of  war,  discord  and  disaster, 
form  a  sufficient  apology,  if  the  re- 
suits  of  the  glorious  enterprise  which 
we  commenced  in  1810,  be  not  so 
great  as  was  then  expected.     But  if 
the  beneficial  effects  already  produ- 
ced by  our  independence,  and  those 
which  we  have  begun  to  experience. 


since  the  re-establishment  of  the 
laws,  ofier  any  assurance  of  future 
prosperity,  New-Grenada  must  ob- 
tain those  advantages  which  it 
sought  when  the  yoke  of  Spain  was 
thrown  off,  and  a  government  sub- 
(diluted  without  a  throne,  aristocra- 
cy,  or  privileges ;  a  government 
founded  on  the  principle  of  national 
sovereignty,  and  the  system  of  j^ 
pular  representation.  The  strength 
and  stability  of  this  government  are 
not  to  be  appreciated  solely  by  the 
time  which  it  has  already  endured* 
but  by  the  nature  of  the  institutions^ 
by  the  progress  made  towards  the 
attainment  of  the  great  ends  of  sq> 
ciety,  by  the  feelings  of  true  pa- 
triotism which  it  has  excited,  by  the 
sympathy  which  it  has  created 
abroad. 

Our  foreign  relations  have  been* 
of  course,  aSected  by  the  political 
situation  in  which  imperious  cir» 
cumstances  have  placed  us.  On 
the  dissolution  of  the  republic  of 
Colombia,  New-Grenada  respected 
the  treaties  which  had  been  conclu* 
ded  with  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  recognising,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  obligations 
contracted  with  each ;  and  though 
the  agents  of  all  ahose  powers  with 
which  Colombia  had  entered  into 
diplomatic  correspondence,  have 
continued  to  reside  in  this  capital, 
thus  acknow  lodging  ^yoc/o  the  sys« 
tern  adopted  by  our  republic,  France 
alone  has  as  yet  formally  accredit* 
ed  a  charge  d'Aflaires  to  the  Gre- 
nadian  government.  A  provisional 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  has» 
in  consequence,  been  concluded  with 
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that  kingdom,  which  will  shortly  be  of  the  doubts,  anxieties,  and  cBfi* 

presenfed  for  your  approval.  culties  which  have  for  three   yeara 

The  honour  of  the  nation  and  my  beset  us,  producing  distrust  abroad^ 

own  duty  will  be  the  only  guides  in  and  giving  the  most  effectual   aid 

my  endeavours  to  preserve  the  ex-  to  the  machinations  of  enemiea  at 

isting  amicable  relations   with  fb'  home. 

yeign  states ;  and  in  its  intercourse        The  state  of  New.Grenada  now 

with  them,  the  executive  will  make  comprehends  the  whole    territory 

it  a  rule  of  conduct  to  dispense  equal  designated  ia  the  fundamental  law 

justice  to  all,  complying  with  every  of  November  17th,  1831.      It  was 

requisition  of  each,  which  is  founded  believed  that  we  should  not  neoover 

on  terms  of  treaty,  and  insisting  on  the  southern  provinces  then  0000* 

the  same  observances  from  all.  pied  by  the  government  of  Equator, 

The  good  understanding  which  without  much  bloodshed  and  cala- 
has  existed  between  Colombia  and  mity ;  but  owing  to  the  prudence 
the  other  new  American  republics,  displayed  by  the  executive,  to  the 
remains  unchanged  ;  and  now  that  skill  of  the  commander-in-chief  of 
our  internal  discords  are  at  an  end,  the  first  division  of  our  army,  who 
we  should  assiduously  occupy  our-  conducted  the  operations  in  that 
selves  in  strengthening  these  frater-  quarter,  to  the  influence  of  public 
nal  relations,  and  extending  our  al-  opinion,  which  was  in  our  favomv 
liances  with  states  which  are  bound  and,  finally,  to  the  justice  and  libe- 
to  us  by  the  ties  of  identity  of  feel-  rality  exercised  towards  the  govern- 
ing, and  identity  of  principles.  This  ment  of  Equator,  the  existing  diffi- 
desirable  object  cannot,  however,  culties  were  terminated  by  a  treatyr 
be  efiected,  until  the  interests  which  not  only  defining  the  limits  of  the 
the  three  Colombian  states  have  in  states,  but  also  giving  promise  of 
common  are  actually  defined  and  strict  amity  between  them.  This  ira- 
settled,  as  well  as  the  obligations  to  portant  document  will  be  submitted 
be  discharged  by  each.  The  la-  to  you,  and,  I  doubt  not,  be 
mentable  difierences  which  have  with  pleasure, 
for  some  time  subsisted  between  It  is  most  gratifying  to  the 
New.Grenada  and  Equator,  have  tive  to  state,  that  peace  and  tran* 
rendered  it  hitherto  impossible  to  quillity  prevail  throughout  the  vast 
treat  on  this  delicate  matter  ;  but  extent  of  our  territory,  as  the  imme- 
now  that  Providence  has  sent  us  diate  result  of  the  assent  given  by 
peace,  of  the  duration  of  which  there  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  to 
can  be  no  doubt,  we  have  to  resolve  the  institutions  which  we  have  sworn 
one  of  the  most  important  political  to  protect,  and  of  the  endeavours 
questions :  one  in  which  the  cause  made  by  the  executive  and  its  agents^ 
of  liberty  throughout  the  new  world  to  have  the  laws  fulfilled.  The  con- 
is  most  deeply  interested.  The  ex-  stitutional  elections  have  been  con- 
ecutive  has  lately  invited  the  go-  ducted  with  order,  and  the  people 
vemments  of  Venezuela  and  Equa-  have  named  their  magistrates,  re- 
tor  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  presentatives  and  judges.  The  pro- 
those  of  New.Grenada,  for  the  pur-  vinces  of  Pasto  and  Buenaventura 
pose  of  discussing  these  affairs,  and  alone,  from  the  recency  of  their  in- 
deliberating  on  the  relations  which  corporation  into  the  state,  could  not 
are  to  subsist  between  the  three  exercise  this  privilege, 
states.  Whatever  be  the  result,  it  The  provincial  legislatures  met 
will  be  preferable  to  a  continuance  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  law. 
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ftnd  haYO  riraUed  each  other  in  pa-  form  as  this,  in  the  internal  admin- 
Iriotic  exertions  for  the  welfare  of  istration  of  the  state*  would  producer 
the  provinces  under  their  jurisdic-  the  most  precious  results  to  New- 
tion*  Education  and  public  instruc-  Grenada  ;  for  as  the  true  prospe* 
tion  have  been  specially  attended  rity  of  a  nation  is  founded  upon  the 
to  by  the  government ;  the  courts  acquisition  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
established  by  the  constitution  are  ence,  the  preservation  of  political 
engaged  in  dispensing  justice  in  independence,  and  the  assurance  of 
their  respective  districts ;  the  manu-  his  civil  rights  to  each  citizen,  the 
mission  of  the  slaves  is  proceeding,  provincial  legislatures  will  advance 
and  a  class  degraded  by  servitude  the  first,  public  education  the  second^ 
is  thus  restored  to  society  :  new  and  a  proper  administration  of  justice 
modes  of  communication  have  been  the  last.  Above  all,  lot  public  in* 
opened  between  distant  parts  of  the  struction  be  attended  to;  it  is  a  duty 
country,  and  the  civil  rights  of  no  which  should  be  rigidly  fulfilled,  to 
citizen  have  been  violated  with  im-  provide  every  citizen  with  the  means 
punity.  of  learnmg  to  read,  write,  and  casi 
But  all  these  advantages  cannot  accounts ;  and  with  that  view,  ta 
be  secured,  nor  can  we  hope  for  allow  out  of  the  public  funds  a  oer- 
others,  until  we  have  been  extrica-  tain  sum  for  the  support  of  schools 
led  firom  the  labyrinth  in  which  we  in  each  parish*  I  shall  send  you  a 
have  been  entangled  by  the  confu-  special  message  on  this  subject, 
nonandirregularity  of  our  previous  which,  with  the  reports  of  revenue 
legislation*  It  is  difiicult,  nay,  im-  and  expenditure,  will  enable  you  to 
possible,  to  define  the  functions  of  form  an  opinion. 
the  various  ofiicera ;  to  discover  the  As  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  pro- 
means  of  settling  a  variety  of  cases  duce  a  complete  reconciliation  and 
which  occur  in  the  management  of  unity  of  feeling  among  all  our  coun- 
public  affairs,  or  to  keep  within  le-  trymen,  I  will  submit  to  you  in  the 
gal  limits,  amid  the  infinity  of  laws  course  of  the  ensuing  session,  my 
and  decrees,  issued  by  the  different  ideas  with  respect  to  a  modificatioa 
administrations  which  have  succes-  of  the  law  of  November  28,  1831. 
sively  presided  over  the  country.  At  the  time  that  law  was  passed  by 
Ever  nnce  1821,  each  government,  the  constituent  convention,  it  was 
whether  de  fado  or  de  jurfi^  has  perhaps  necessary  and  prudent  to 
been  constantly  employed  in  making  use  some  severity,  in  order  to  re- 
new regulations  for  the  departments,  strain  the  intcrforence  of  excited 
or  in  altering  or  adding  to  former  passions,  and  to  prevent  a  repeti^ 
ones,  without  any  regaid  to  princi*  tion  of  excesses  fatal  to  social  or- 
pie  or  system.  An  entire  revision  der.  But  now,  that  our  constitu- 
and  reform  is  absolutely  necessary,  tional  system  begins  to  acquire 
and  I  solicit  it,  as  being  the  greatest  strength,  and  that  less  is  to  be  foar- 
benefit  which  could  now  be  confer*  ed  fix)m  the  actions  of  misguided 
zed  on  the  people.  I  also  recom-  persons,  I  think  it  would  advance 
mend  to  your  most  earnest  atten-  the  happiness  of  New.Gienada, 
tion,  the  plan  for  public  instruction,  without  endangering  its  peace,  if 
the  law  which  designates  the  rights  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  law 
and  limits  of  power  of  the  provin-  were  repealed.  I  cannot,  indeed^ 
cial  legislatures,  and  that  respeoting  as  yet,  ask  for  its  entire  abro^tk>n ; 
judicial  proceedings.    Such  a  re-  my  duty  is  to  insure  the  publiotran* 
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quillity,  and  I  have  therefore  only  to  statement  of  rerenaeB,  the  product 

propose  such  alterations  as  will  gra-  of  the  sale  of  that  article  only  was 

dually  extinguish  the  discontent  oC  given,  without  noticing  the  quanUty 

some  individuals,  with  the  hope  that  remaining  in  the  fiietories  and  ware- 

the  time  may  come  when  they  will,  houses,  which  is  probably  worth  as 

by  proper  conduct,  have  earned  a  much  more.     But  even  if  it  should 

right  to  claim  reward  as  &ithful  prove  to  be  less,  no  embarrassment 

servants  to  their  country.  will  be  caused  to  the  treasury  by 

The  government,  in  entering  on  the  difference  against  it,  between 

the    exercise  of  its    constitutional  the  calculated  expenditure,  and  the 

powers,  found  the  treasury  not  only  statement  of  revenue  for  the  last  fi- 

exhausted,   but  also  loaded  with  a  nancial  year ;  for,  in  the  documents 

heavy  foreign  debt,  contracted,  in  a  which   will  be  laid   before  you  by 

great  part,  for  the  purpose  of  re«  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  yoa 

storing  the  empire  of  the  laws.  The  will  observe, 
financial  affairs  bad  been  conducted        1.  That  the  revenue  for  the  five 

without  system.  Civil  discord,  which  months  between  July  and  Novem- 

had  made  so  many  ravages  in  all  ber,  1832,  was  much  less  than  that 

the  branches  of  the  administration,  for  the  latter  five  months  of  the  £• 

in  morals  and  in  politics,  had  also  nancial  year,  ending  with  the  80th 

occasioned  the  public  revenues  to  of  June  last,  which  arises  from  the 

be  dissipated  in  a  most  extravagant  prevalence  of  tranquillity  within, 

manner.    The  government  employ,  from  the  regularity  introduced  by 

ed  itself  assiduously  in  arranging  a  the  new  system,  and  the  zeal  of  the 

system  which  should  give  a  proper  officers  employed ;  all  which  circum- 

direction,   and  due  effect,  to  this  stances  give  a  reason  to  hope,  that 

most  important  department ;  econo-  the  total  income  of  this  year  will  be 

mizing  where  pcnsible,    enforcing  greater  than  that  of  the  last, 
the  collection  and  payment  of  the        2.  That  in  the  calculation  of  ex. 

revenues,  defining  the  duties  and  penditure,  not  only  all  the  expenses 

powers  of  the  several  officers  of  the  of  the  administration  and  the  army 

treasury,  and  punctually  fulfilling  are  included,  but  also  those  which 

every  obligation  which  it  was  under  might  possibly  be  necessary  for  the 

the  necessity  of  contracting.   I  can  complete  security  of  the  state,  which 

safely  assure  you,   that  during  the  latter  may,  and  probably  will,   be 

present  state  of  tranquillity,  if  due  less  than  rated, 
economy  be  observed,  there  will  be        3.  That  the  150,000  dollars  na- 

no  need  of  increasing  the  public  med  for  contingent  expenses,  are 

burthens,  by  additional  taxes  or  du-  not  to  be  employed  of  course  ;  for 

ties.  of  200,000  dollars  granted  under 

The  revenue  during  the  financial  that  denomination  for  the  past  year, 

year,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  July,  scarcely  19,000  were  expended.  If 

1831,  and  ending  on  the  last  day  of  we  add,    that  some  military  men 

June,  1832,  amounted  to  2,327,310  may  be   appointed  to  civil  offices, 

dollars,  6  reals  ;  and  the  calculated  and  will  thus  receive  but  one  sala- 

expenses  of  the  present  year  amount  ry,  that  vacancies  oflen  occur  which 

to  2,171,621  dollars,  d|  reals,   ex-  are  not  filled  within  the  year,   and 

elusive  of  346,080  dollars  destined  that  the  southern  provinces  are  now 

for  the  purchase,  freight,  and  car-  incorporated  into  the  republic,  it  may 

xiage  of  tobacco ;  because  in  the  be  fairly  supposed,  that  do  augmen* 
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tation  of  taxes  will  be  necessa-  would  it  be  easy  if  this  were  found 
ry.  This  is  a  tnost  fortunate  cir-  to  be  the  case,  to  restore  things  to 
cumstance ;  for  while  the  people  their  former  situation.  It  was,  in 
are  yet  labouring  under  the  evils  fact,  a  fear  of  this  kind  which  in- 
produced  by  civil  discord,  they  duced  the  French  legislature,  in 
would  be  unable  to  bear  any  addi-  1814,  to  continue  the  monopoly  of 
tion  to  their  burthens.  tobacco.  This  duty  produced  du- 
Congress  should,  however,  revise  ring  the  last  financial  year,  488,770 
the  laws  estabh'shing  duties  on  im.  dollars,  of  which  the  treasury  re- 
ports and  exports.  Custom  houses  ccived  net  211,560  dollars.  The 
are,  throughout  the  world,  intended  produce  and  duty  will  this  year  be 
to  serve  two  purposes  :  to  supply  greater,  as  may  be  inferred  from 
the  public  treasury,  and  to  favour  the  fact,  that  during  the  last  five 
the  national  industry ;  both  highly  months  206,174  dollars  were  re- 
important  to  us  at  present*  States-  ceived  ;  a  reduction  has  moreover 
men  and  writers  on  political  econo-  been  made  in  the  expenses  of  collec- 
my  have  been  long  discussing  the  tion,  and  a  plan  yet  more  simple  and 
question,  whether  restrictions  and  efiectual  for  that  purpose  will  be 
prohibitions  laid  on  foreign  com-  laid  before  you.  Calculating,  there- 
roerce  had  any  real  effect,  or  not,  fore,  that  the  tax  of  ten  per  cent, 
in  protecting  national  industry.  The  will  assist  our  factories,  as  it  has 
executive  is  strongly  inclined  to  the  already,  the  executive  conceives 
opinion  of  experienced  men,  sustain-  that  it  should  be  retained,  and  that 
ed,  too»  by  the  example  of  all  na-  the  planting  of  tobacco  should  be 
tlons,  who  conceive  that  restrictions  extended,  as  far  as  necessary,  to 
should  be  imposed,  either  directly  meet  foreign  demands.  If  this  be  the 
or  indirectly,  on  foreign  articles,  pleasure  of  the  legislature,  the  se- 
when  the  same  can  be  produced  or  cretary  of  the  treasury  will  inform 
manufactured  at  home  ;  and  popu-  you  of  certain  ameliorations  of  the 
lar  opinion  being  likewise  in  favour  system,  calculated  to  advance  the 
of  protecting,  by  this  means,  certain  objects  in  view  ;  namely,  to  pro- 
productions  of  our  soil,  as  well  as  vide  for  the  supply  of  the  interior, 
the  manufactories  which  now  begin  and  to  afibrd  an  income  to  the  trea- 
to  supply  our  interior  provinces,  the  sury  for  the  use  of  the  administra- 
executive  conceives  that  this  system  tion,  and  the  payment  of  the  nation- 
should  .  be  adopted,  even  if  with  no  1  debt. 

other  view  than  that  of  trying  its  The  national  debt  is  a  subject  of 
effects  in  our  own  case ;  and  will  the  deepest  interest  to  the  govern- 
therefore  submit  to  you  a  plan  for  ment.  We  atie  debtors,  and  wb 
that  purpose.  kust  pay.  The  constituent  con- 
Opinions  have  also  been  much  di-  vention  has  acknowledged  that  por- 
vided  with  regard  to  the  tax  on  to-  tion  of  the  foreign  debt  which  falls 
bacco,  and  an  opportunity  seems  to  the  share  of  New-Grenada ;  and 
now  to  be  offered  (or  examining  it  becomes  you  to  arrange  some  ef- 
them.  I  will  begin  by  observing,  fectual  method  of  gradually  extin- 
that  any  change  from  our  present  guishing  it. 

system,madeupon  other  than  strong  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of 

grounds,  might  render  it  impossible  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 

to  obtain  the  revenue  necessary  for  the  three  states,  New-Grenada  has 

the  support  of  government;    nor  pledged  herself  to  pay  apart  of  the 
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tkbt  contracted  by  the  goTemment  vemineDt,  and  conciliated  the  feeU 

of  Colombia.     It  would  bo  most  ho.  ings  of  all.     The  army  is  aware 

nourable  to  the  country,  and  to  the  le.  that  it  forms  only  a  part  of  the  peo. 

gislative  body,  that  means  were  ta-  pie,  and  that  arms  are  confided  to  it 

ken  immediately  to  show  that  we  exclusively  for  the  purpose   of  de- 

are  really  anxious  to  make  good  our  fence  against  foreign  invasion*  and 

promises.      Fortunately  there  are  against  attempts  to  overthrow  oar 

now  in  this  capital  representatives  constitutional  laws.     I   recommend 

of  our  creditors,  duly  authorized  to  to  your  favour  this  branch  of  the 

make  propositions  for  having  the  public  service,  observing  that  some 

interest  of  the  debt  secured,  and  for  reform  is  necessary  in  the  laws  re- 

definitively  arranging  the  whole  bu-  specting  its  organization  and  disci- 

ainess.     I  therefi>re  intreat  you  to  pline. 

bestow  the  utmost  attention  on  this        The  oi^anization  of  the  natkMial 

delicate  subject ;  and  that  you  will,  guard  is  also  defective ;  every  caie 

as  soon  as  possible,  appoint  a  com-  should  be  taken  to  secure  the  pra- 

mittee  to  confer  with  the  represent-  servation  and  efficiency  of  a  force 

atives  of  our  creditors,   and  regu-  which  offers  so  strong  a  guaranty 

late  the  affair  with  due  regard  to  to  our  political  system.     Wh3e  the 

prudence,  and  to  the  honour  of  our  nationid  guard  is  so  organized  as  to 

country.  be  employed  usefully  when  called 

I  must  recommend  a  similar  upon,  and  our  little  navy  duly  £»- 
course  with  regard  to  the  arrange-  tered,  the  state  will  not  only  be  able 
ment  of  the  domestic  debt,  con-  to  dispense  with  a  large  portion  of 
tracted  likewise  by  the  republic  of  the  standing  force,  but  will  have  on 
Colombia ;  this,  however,  could  not  hand  a  body  capable  of  repressing 
be  easily  effected,  until  after  the  all  internal  disturbances,  and  of  de- 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  fending  the  country  against  foreign 
the  three  states,  on  account  of  the  invasion,  at  least  until  a  regular  ar- 
difierence  in  the  origin  of  the  seve-  my  could  be  raised, 
xal  debts  composing  it,  the  difier-  I  have  directed  your  attention  on- 
ence  in  the  rates  of  interest,  and  the  ly  to  those  subjects  which  were 
fact,  that  among  the  creditors  are  nx)st  worthy  of  immediate  ezanii- 
■subjects  of  all  the  three  sections  now  nation:  it  would  be  impossible  in 
independent.  The  honour  of  the  one  session  to  provide  fi>r  all  the 
cation,  however,  requires  that  we  wants,  and  to  supply  all  deficiencies 
should  postpone  the  arrangement  of  in  our  system.  The  evils  conse- 
this  debt  until  we  have  settled  that  quent  upon  our  former  colonial  ez- 
of  our  foreign  obligations.  istence  cannot,  at  once,  be  remedied ; 

The  army  has  acted  up  to  the  prin-  we  are  as  yet  but  in  the  infiuocy  of 

ciples  proclaimed  when  it  lent  its  political  life,  and  time  is  required 

powerful  aid  to  the  people,  and  thus  for  every  reform,  either  in  the  ha- 

hastened  the  dowfall  of  a  govern,  bits  or  modes  of  thinking  of  a  peo. 

ment  founded  on  a  usurpation  of  pie.     It  is  our  sacred  duty  to  main- 

their  rights.  It  has  done  good  service  tain  the  political  system  adopted  by 

in  restoring  the  integrity  of  our  ter-  New-Grenada,  and  to  improve  it 

ritory :  and  whenever  called  upon  when  an  opportunity  offers.     The 

to  preserve  the  public  peace,  by  its  evils  which  the  nation  has  already 

discipline  and  forbearance,   it  has  experienced  have  been  produced  al- 

merited  the  confidence  of 'the  go-  most  entirely  by  the   instability  of 
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the  jR>rm8r  gOTeratnents ;  we  want 
repose  for  the  re-establishment  of 
the  public  morals,  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  wealth,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  confidence  abroad.  The 
people  are  wearied  with  commo- 
tions»  and  anxious  to  rest  under  the 
safeguard  of  institutions  which  de. 
me  their  origin  from  the  only  le- 
gitimate 80urce*-:-the  will  of  the  na- 
tion. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  not  only 
bound  by  solemn  oath,  to  support 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  1  am 


likewise  from  pnnciple  ready  to  lay 
down  ray  life  in  their  defence ;  no. 
thing  shall  induce  me  to  swerve 
from  the  cause  of  duty,  or  to  aban- 
don the  sacred  cause  of  my  coun- 
try. I  place  my  trust  in  Providence, 
and  the  patriotism  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  nation ;  with  those 
aids,  our  institutions  must  flourish^* 
and  the  sacrifices  of  a  virtuous 
people  will  not  have  been  made  in 
vain. 

FsAivcisco  BE  Samtakdeb. 

Bogota,  March  1, 1833. 


Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigaticn  between  Peru  and  Equator^ 


Augustin  Gamara,  Grand  Mar- 
shal, President  of  the  Peruvian  Re- 
public, &c. 

Whereas,  on  the  12th  day  of  July, 
1832,  a  treaty  of  commerce  was 
concluded  and  signed  at  Lima,  be- 
tween the  republic  of  Peru  and  the 
state  of  Equator,  through  the  me- 
dium of  plenipotentiaries,  duly  au- 
thorized  by  both  parties  to  that  ef- 
feet,  which  treaty  is,  word  for  word, 
as  fbllows : 

In  the  wake  op  Almighty  God — 
The  republic  of  Peru,  and  the  state 
of  Equator,  being  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  establishing  upon  a  so- 
lid basis,  the  friendship  and  alli- 
ance formed  by  means  of  the  treaty 
bearing  date  this  day,  and  animated 
by  a  sincere  desire  of  contributing 
to  the  prosperity  of  each  other,  have 
determined  to  regulate  their  com- 
mercial intercourse  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  prove  advantageous  to 
both  countries ;  with  which  intent 
they  have  appointed  their  respec- 
live  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit : 

The  republic  of  Peru — ^Jose  Ma- 
Xx 


ria  de  Pando,  its  minister  of  state 
for  foreign  relations ;  and 

The  state  of  the  Equator— Diego 
Novoa,  its  minister  plenipotentia- 
Who, having  communicated  to 
each  other  their  respective  full 
powers,  found  to  be  in  due  and  pro- 
per form,  have  agreed  upon  the  £>1- 
lowing  Articles  : 

AETICLE   I. 

Citizens  of  Peru  shall  pay  in 
Equator  the  same  duties,  and  en- 
joy the  same  commercial  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  as  if  they 
were  Equatorians ;  and  citizens  of 
Equator  shall  pay  in  Peru  the  same 
duties,  and  enjoy  the  same  com- 
mercial privileges  and  exemptions 
as  if  they  were  Peruvians. 

ARTICLE  II. 

All  laws  of  prohibition  and  mono- 
poly, which  impede  the  free  com- 
merce of  the  fruits  and  productions 
of  Peru  and  Equator,  shall  be  abo- 
lished in  each  state. 
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AETIOLB  m. 

The  productions  of  the  soil  and 
iodustrj  of  Equator,  can  be  only  in- 
troduced into  the  ports  of  Peru  in 
Peruvian  or  Equatorian  vessels; 
and  the  productions  of  the  soil  and 
industry  of  Peru,  can  only  enter  the 
ports  of  Equator,  in  vessels  of  one 
or  the  other  nation. 

ABTICLB   TV, 

All  articles  imported  from  either 
country  in  the  other,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  foregoing  article, 
shall  pay  no  other  duty  than  that  of 
eight  per  cent,  on  their  valuation  at 
the  place  of  entry,  which  duty  shall 
include  that  known  under  the  title 
of  du^  of  constUado, 

ABTICLB  V. 

Shall  be  excepted,  however,  from 
the  regulation  established  in  the 
preceding  article,  all  brandy  and  su- 
gar imported  into  Equator  from  Pe- 
ru, the  duties  on  which  shall  be, 
viz  :  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  the  sugar  at  the  place  of  impor- 
tation, and  twelve  reals  on  each  ar- 
roba  of  brandy.* 

ARTICLE   yi. 

In  order  that  a  vessel  should  be 
considered  Peruvian  or  Equatorian, 
her  master  or  mate,  and  at  least 
one  third  of  her  crew,  must  be  na- 
tives of  the  republic  whoso  flag  she 
bears,  and  she  must  moreover  carry 
a  certificate  of  her  having  been  du- 
ly registered  in  her  own  country. 

ARTICLB  YU. 

The  minor  ports  (those  which  are 
not  ports  of  entry)  of  each  country, 
shall  be  open  to  Peruvian  or  Equa- 
torian vessels,  carrying  the  produc 
tions  of  their  respective  countries, 


and  foreign  articles  which  have  al- 
ready  paid  duties  in  the  ports  of  eo. 
try ;  but  no  foreign  goods  taken  on 
board  during  the  voyage,  or  on 
which  duties  have  not  been  paid,  can 
be  landed  in  any  minor  port. 

ARTICLE  YIII. 

Equatorian  vessels  shall,  however, 
be  required  to  touch  at  some  Peru- 
vian  port  of  entry,  and  there  to  pay 
duties  on  their  cargoes  according  to 
invoice,  before  they  can  proceed  to 
any  of  the  minor  ports  of  Peru  for 
which  they  may  be  bound.  They 
may,  however,  sail  directly  for  a 
minor  port,  for  the  purpose  of  there 
taking  in  a  cargo  of  Peruvian  pro- 
ductions. 

ARTICLE  IX* 

Peruvian  vessels  bound  for  any  of 
the  minor  ports  of  Equator,  shall 
touch  first  either  at  Guayaquil  or 
Monte  CritUy  which  latter  shall  be 
immediately  declared  a  port  of  en- 
try. They  may,  howev^,  «iter 
freely  into  any  port,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  cargo  of  Eqaatorimn 
productions. 

ARTICLE  Z. 

Foreign  goods  warehoused  in 
either  state  cannot  be  withdraws 
for  exportation  in  foreign  vessels,  to 
any  port  in  Peru  or  Equator,  unlen 
said  goods,  previous  to  their  being 
warehoused,  shall  have  formed  a 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  same  vessel 
in  which  they  are  to  be  exported. 

ARTICLE  zi. 

A  foreign  vessel  withdrawing 
warehoused  goods,  by  virtue  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  tenth  article,  must 
take  a  certified  list  of  the  same. 
Whenever  a  foreign  vessel  does  not 
discharge  the  whole  of  its  cargo  at 
any  port  in  Peru  or  Equator,  a  list 


*  The  mrroha  mossures  981  cubic  inches,  or  four  g allont  and  one  quirt  English 
wine  meesure. 
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or  the  remainder,  specifying  the  guilty  of  haying  furnished  falie  pa- 
oumber,  marks,  and  contents  of  the  pers  to  vessels,  shall,  on  complaint 
packages,  as  by  the  manifest  shall  being  made  by  the  government 
be  made  at  the  custom-house,  and  which  sufiered  injury  therefrom,  be 
delivered  sealed  to  the  captain,  which  punished  according  to  the  law  of 
list  he  must  present  before  he  can  their  own  nation,  in  the  same  man- 
be  allowed  to  unload  at  any  port  of  ner  as  if  the  crime  had  bean  com. 
entry  in  the  other  country.  mitted  against  itself^ 

ARTICLE   XII.  AHTICLE   XVI. 

As  Equatorian  vessels  are  to  be  All  productions  of  either  country' 

considered  Peruvian  in   Peru,  and  entering  the  other  by  land,  shall  be 

Peruvian  vessels  Equatorian  in  E-  entirely  exempt  from  all  duty  what- 

quator,  neither  shall  in  the  ports  of  soever, 
the  other  pay  any  higher  duties,  of 

tonnage,  anchorage,  or  any  descrip-  article  xvii. 

tion  whatever,  than  are  paid  by  the  Foreign  goods    introduced  from 

vessels  of  the  country  in  which  the  the  province  of  Piura  (Peru)  into 

port  is  situated.  that  of  Loja  (Equator)  shall  pay  a 

duty  of  four  per  cent,  upon  their  va- 

ARTicLB  xni.  lue. 

Vessels  of  either  nation  may  be 

repaired  and  equipped  in  the  ports  article  xvni. 

of  the  other,  in  perfect  security,  re-  The  governments  .of  the  contract* 

ceiving  the  same  protection,  and  ing  parties  may  establish  consuls 

subject  to  no  other  duties  or  liabili-  wherever  they  may  think  necessa- 

ties  than  those  of  the  country.  This  ry,  for  the  reciprocal  protection  of 

arrangement  extends  toships  of  war,  commerce,  who  shall  enjoy  all  the 

whose  commsuiders,   however,  are  immunities  customary  among  Euro- 

to  agree  with  the  local  authorities  pean  nations, 
as  to  the  period  of  their  stay. 

ARTICLE   XIX. 

article  XIV.  The  regulations  of  the  post  be- 
No  vessel  can  load  or  unload,  tween  the  two  countries,  shall  re- 
unless  she  arrives  and  departs  fur-  main  as  at  present  establiished. 
nished  with  the  proper  documents 

from  the  respective  custom-houses.  article  xx. 

The  custom-houses  of  each  state  The  present  treaty  shall  be  rati- 

shall  correspond  with  those  of  the  fied,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged, 

other,  in  order  to  communicate  in-  within   sixty  days    afler  the  date 

formation  as  to  the  documents  thus  thereof^  or  sooner  if  possible,  and 

furnished ;  and  they  shall  require  submitted  for  the  constitutional  ap- 

from  the  captains  of  vessels  certifi-  proval  of  the  respective  congresses 

cates  of  their  having  complied  with  at  their  next  sitting, 
the  proper  forms  in  the  ports  from 

which  they  came.  article  xxi. 

The  present  treaty  shall    take 

article  XV.  effect  in  three    months  from  the 

All  officers  .of  either  country,  date  of  its  publication,  and  shall 
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coDtinue  in  full  force  for  ten  years 
after  the  day  on  which  it  shall  have 
received  the  approbation  of  both 
congresses ;  it  may,  however,  be 
renewed  or  ratified  again,  by  both 
governments,  before  or  after  the 
expiration  of  that  term. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

It  being  stipulated  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Peru  shall  pay  in  Equator 
the  same  duties  as  if  they  were 
Equatorians,  and  that  citizens  of 
Equator  shall  pay  the  same  duties 
in  Peru  as  if  they  were  Peruvians  : 

We,  the  undersigned  ministers, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar- 
ticles ; 

ARTICLE   I. 

Peruvians  in  Equator,  and  Equa- 
torians in  Peru,  shall  pay  only  two 
dollars  for  the  seal  placed  on  their 
passports  fof  any  place  to  which 
they  may  be  going. 

ARTICLE  n. 

The  preceding  shall  be  consider- 
ed an  additional  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  commerce  concluded  this  day. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  undersign- 
ed ministers,  have  affixed  our 
signatures  to  this  present  treaty 
of  commerce,  and  sealed  it  with 
the  seals  of  our  respective  re- 


publics, in  the  city  of  Lima,  on 
this  13th  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1832,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Peru  the  thirlecntb. 

RATIFICATION. 

Therefore,  having  seen  and  ex- 
amined the  above  treaty  of  com- 
merce, and  it  having  been  approved 
by  the  congress  of  the  republic,  ac- 
cording to  the  5th  section  of  the 
48th  article  of  the  constitution,  I 
have,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  confer- 
red on  me  by  the  13th  section  of  the 
90th  article  of  said  constitution,  ac- 
cepted, confirmed  and  ratified  it, 
and  do  hereby  accept,  confirm  and 
ratify  each  and  all  of  its  articles  and 
clauses,  solemnly  pledging  the  na. 
tional  honour  for  the  entire  and  ex- 
act fulfilment  of  the  same.  In  faith 
whereof,  I  have  caused  to  bo  issued 
these  presents,  signed  by  my  hand, 
scaled  with  the  great  seal  of  the  re- 
public,  and  countersigned  by  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  rela- 
tions. 

Done  at  Lima  this  27th  of  Da. 
oember,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 
1832,  and  of  the  independence  of 
Peru  the  18th. 

AUGirSTIN  GAHARBA. 

By  the  President : 

MANXTEL   DEL  RIO, 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Relations. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 
King^s  Speech  on  the  opening  of  Parliament,  February  5, 1888. 


My  Lordfl  and  Gentlemen, 

The  period  being  now  arrived  at 
which  the  business  of  the  parlia- 
ment is  usually  resumed,  I  have 
called  you  together  for  the  discharge 
of  the  important  duties  with  which 


you  are  intrusted.  Nevei^  at  any 
time  did  subjects  of  greater  interest 
and  magnitude  call  for  your  atten- 
tion. 

I  have  still  to  lament  the  continu- 
ance  of  the  civil  war  in  Portugal, 
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which  for  some  months  has  existed  fonnation  on  the  af^irs  of  Holland 

between  the  princes  of  the  house  of  and  Belgium  should  be  laid  before 

Braganza.     From  the  commence,  you. 

ment  of  this  contest,  I  have  abstain*  The  approachmg  termination  of 

ed  from   all    interference,    except  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  England 

such  as  was  required   for  the  pro-  and    of  the   East  India  company, 

tection  of  British  subjects  resident  will  require  a  revision  of  these  es« 

in  Portugal ;  but  you  may  be  assu-  tablishments,  and   I  rely  on  your 

red  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  avail  my.  wisdom  for  making  such  provisions 

self  of  an  opportunity  that  may  be  for  the  important  interests  connect- 

afforded  me  to  assist  in  restoring  ed  with  them,  as  may  appear,  from 

peace  to  a  country  with  which  the  experience  and  full  consideration,  to 

interests  of  my  dominions  are  so  in-  be  best  calculated  to  secure  public 

timately  connected.  credit,    to    improve    and     extend 

I  have   also   to  regret  that  my  our  commerce,  and  to  promote  the 

earnest  endeavours  to  effect  a  defi-  general   prosperity  and  power  of 

nitive  arrangement  between    Hoi-  the  British  empire, 

land   and   Bela:ium  have    hitherto  Your  attention  will   also  be  di« 

been  unsuccessful.  1  found  myself  at  rected  to  the  state  of  tlie  churchy 

length    compelled,    in  conjunction  more   particularly  as  regards   its 

with  the  king  of  the  French,  to  t€ike  temporalities  and  the  maintenance 

measures  for  the  execution  of  the  of  the  clergy.  The  complaints  which 

treaty  of  the  15th  Nov.,  1831.  The  have  risen  from  the  collection  of 

capture  of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp  tithes  appear  to  require  a  change  of 

has  in  part  accomplished  that  object,  system,   which,  without  diminishing 

but  the  Dutch  government  still   re-  the  means  of  maintaining  the  estab- 

fusing  to  evacuate  the  rest  of  the  lished  clergy  in   respectability  and 

territories  assigned  to   Belgium  by  usefulness,  may   prevent  the  colli« 

that  treaty,  the  embargo  which  I  sion  of  interests,  and  the  consequent 

had  directed  to  be  imposed  on  the  derangement     and     dissatisfaction 

Dutch  commerce  has  been  continu-  which  have  too  frequently  prevailed 

ed.     Negotiations  are  again  com-  between  the  ministers  of  the  church 

menced  ;  and  you  may  rely  on  their  and  their  parishioners.     It  may  al- 

being  conducted,   on   my  part,  as  so  be  necessary  for  you  to  consider 

they  have  uniformly  been,  with  the  what  remedies  may  be  applied  for 

single  view  of  insuring  to  Holland  the    correction    of  acknowledged 

and  Belgium   a  separate  existence,  abuses,  and  whether  the  revenues  of 

on  principles  of  mutual  security  and  the  church  may  not  admit  of  a  more 

independence.  equitable  and  judicious  distribution. 

The  good  faith  and  honour  with  In  your  deliberations  on  these  im« 

which  the   French  government  has  portant  subjects,  it  cannot  be  neces* 

acted  in  these   transactions ;    and  sary  for  me  to  impress  upon  you 

the  assurances  which   I  continue  to  the  duty  of  carefully  attending  to 

receive  from  the  chief  powers  of  the  security  of  the  church  establish. 

Europe  of  their  friendly  dispositions,  ed  by  law  in  these  realms,  and  to 

give  me  confidence  in  the  success  the  true  interests  of  religion* 

of  my  endeavours  to  preserve  the  In  relation  to  Ireland,  with    a 

general  peace.     I  have  given  di-  view  of  removing    the  causes  of 

rections  that  the    various   papers  complaint  which  had  been  so  gene- 

which  are  necessary  for  your  in-  rally  felt,  and  which  had  been  at- 
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tended  with  micb  unfortunate  con- 
aequenoesy  an  act  was  passed  du- 
ring the  last  session  of  parliament 
fi>r  carrying  into  eflbct  a  general 
composition  for  tithes.  To  com- 
plete  that  salutary  work,  I  recom- 
mend to  youy  in  conjunction  with 
such  other  amendments  of  the  law 
as  may  be  found  applicable  to  that 
part  of  my  dominions^  the  adoption 
of  a  measure  by  which,  upon  the 
principle  of  a  just  commutation,  the 
possessore  of  land  may  be  enabled 
to  free  themselves  from  the  burthen 
of  an  annual  payment. 

To  the  further  reforms  that  may 
be  necessary,  you  will  probably 
find  that,  although  the  established 
church  of  Ireland  is  by  law  perma* 
nently  united  with  that  of  England, 
the  peculiarities  of  their  respective 
circumstances  will  require  a  sepa- 
rate  consideration.  There  are  other 
subjects  hardly  less  important  to 
the  general  peace  and  welfare  of 
Ireland,  affecting  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  the  local  taxa- 
tion  of  the  country,  to  which  your 
attention  will  also  be  required. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  oftommons, 

I  have  directed  the  estimates  for 
the  service  of  the  year  to  be  laid 
before  you.  They  will  be  framed 
with  the  most  anxious  attention  to 
all  useful  economy.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  large  reduction  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  last  year,  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you  that  all  the  extraor- 
dinary services  which  the  exigen- 
cies  of  the  times  required,  have  been 
amply  provided  for.  The  state  of 
the  revenue,  as  compared  with  the 
public  expenditure,  has  hitherto  fully 
realized  the  expectations  that  wers 
formed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session. 


Mj  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

In  this  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, with  very  few  exceptions^  the 
public  peace  has  been  preserved ; 
and  it  will  be  your  anxious  but 
grateful  duty  to  promote,  by  all 
practical  means,  habits  of  industry 
and  good  order  among  the  labour- 
ing classes  of  the  community. 

On  my  part,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
co-operate  to  the  utmost  of  my  pow- 
er  in  obviating  all  just  cause  of 
complaint,  and  in  promoting  all  well- 
considered  measures  of  improve- 
ment. But  it  is  my  painful  duty  to 
observe,  that  the  disturbances  in 
Ireland  to  which  I  adverted  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  have  great- 
ly increased. 

A  spirit  of  insubordination  and 
violence  has  risen  to  the  most  fear- 
ful height,  rendering  life  and  pro- 
perty insecure,  defying  the  authori- 
ty of  the  law,  and  threatening  the 
most  fatal  consequences,  if  not 
promptly  and  effectually  repress- 
ed. 

I  feel  confident  that  to  your  loy- 
alty  and  patriotism,  I  shall  not  resort 
in  vain  for  assistaoce  in  these  afflict- 
ing circumstances,  and  that  you  will 
be  ready  to  adopt  such  measures  of 
salutary  precaution,  and  to  intrust 
to  me  such  additional  powers  as 
may  be  found  necessary  for  con- 
trolling and  punishing  the  disturb- 
ers  of  the  public  peace,  and 
strengthening  the  legislative  union 
between  the  two  countries,  which, 
with  your  support,  and  under  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  I  am 
determined  to  maintain,  by  all  the 
means  in  my  power,  as  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  peace,  security 
and  welfare  of  my  dominions. 
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House  of  Lords,  August  aO/A,  1833. 

My  Lords  and  GenUemen,  of  alliance,   and  by  the  closest  bondg 

In  opening  the  present  parliament    of  interest,  may   be  restored  to  a 

I  stated  that  never,  at  any  time,  had  state  of  peace,   and  may  regain  its 
subjects  of  greater  interest  and  mag-     former  prosperity, 
nitude  called  for  your  attention.  The  hostilities  which  had  disturb- 

The  manner  in  which  you  have    ed  the  peace  of  Turkey  have  ter- 

discharged  the  duties  thus  commit-  minated,  and  you  may  be  assured 

ted  to  you,  now  demands  my  warm-  that  my  attention  will  be  carefully 

est  regard,  and  enables  me  to  close  directed  to  any  event  which  may  af. 

a  session,  not  more  remarkable  for  feet  the  present  or  the  future  inde- 

its  extended  duration,  than   for  the  pendency  of  that  empire, 
patience   and   persevering  industry        Your  investigation,  carefully  pro. 

which  you  have  employed  in  many  secuted  during  the  last  session,  has 

laborious  inquiries,  and  in  perfect-  enabled  you  to  renew  the  charter  of 

ing  the  various  legislative  measures  the   bank   of  England,    on  terms 

which   have  been   brought  under  which  appear  to  be  well  calculated 

your  consideration.  to  sustain  public  credit,   and  to  se- 

I  continue  to  receive  from  my  al-  cure  the  usefulness  of  that  impor- 

lies,  and  from  all  foreign  sovereigns,  tant  establishment, 
assurances  of  their  friendly  disposi-         The  laborious  inquiries  carried 

tion.  on  by  committees  of  both   houses 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  yet  an-  of  parliament,  for  several  successive 
nounce  to  you  the  conclusion  of  sessions,  have  also  enabled  you  to 
a  definite  arrangement  between  bring  the  affairs  of  the  East  India 
Holland  and  Belgium  ;  but  the  con-  Company  to  a  satisfactory  adjust* 
vention,  in  conjunction  with  the  ment.  I  have  the  most  confident 
king  of  the  French,  I  concluded  in  expectation  that  the  system  of  go- 
May  last,  with  the  king  of  the  Ne-  vernment  thus  established  will  prove 
therlands,  prevents  a  renewal  of  to  have  been  wisely  formed  for  the 
liostilities  in  the"  Low  Countries  :  improvement  and  happiness  of  the 
and  thus  affords  fresh  security  for  natives  of  India,  and  by  the  opening 
the  general  continuance  of  peace.  of  the  China  trade,  a  new  field  has 

Events  which  have  lately  taken  been  afforded  for  the  activity  and 

place  in  Portugal  have  induced  me  the  enterprise  of  British  commerce, 
to  renew  my   diplomatic   relations        The  state  of  slavery  in  my  colo- 

with  that  kingdom,  and  1  have  ac-  nial  possessions  has  necessarily  oc- 

credited  a  minister  to  the  court  of  cupied  a  portion  of  your  time  and 

her  most  faithful   majesty   Donna  attention  commensurate    with    the 

Maria.  magnitude  and  the  difficulty  of  the 

You  may  rest  assured  I  look  with  subject.     Whilst  your  deliberations 

great  anxiety  to  the  moment  when  have  been  guided  by  the  paramount 

the  Portuguese  monarchy,  so  long  consideration  of  justice  and  humani- 

united  with  this  country  by  the  ties  ty,  the  interests  of  the  colonial  pro. 
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prietors  have  not  been  overlooked,  lice*    In  the  mean  time,  two  impor-* 

I  trust  that  the  future  proceedings  of  tant  acts  have  been  passed  (or  git- 

the  colonial  legislatures,  and  the  ing  constitutions,  upon  sound  prin- 

conduct  of  all  classes  in  my  colo-  ciples,  to  the  royal  and  parliamen- 

nies,  may  be  such  as  to  give  full  ef-  tary  burghs  of  Scotland,   and  your 

feet  to  the  benevolent  intentions  of  attention  will  hereafter  be  called  to 

the  legislature,  and  to  satisfy  the  the  expediency  of  extending  similar 

just  expectations  of  my  people.  advantages   to   the  unincorporated 

I  observe  with  satisfaction  that  towns  of  England,  which  have  now 
the  amendment  of  the  law  has  con-  acquired  the  right  of  returning  mem- 
tinued  to  occupy  your  attention,  hers  to  parliament, 
and  that  several  important  measures  It  is  with  the  greatest  pain  that  I 
have  been  adopted,  by  some  of  felt  myself  compelled  to  call  upon 
which  the  title  to  property  has  been  you  for  additional  powers  to  coo- 
rendered  more  secure,  and  the  con-  trol  and  punish  the  disturbers  <^ 
veyanceofit  more  easy;  while  by  the  public  peace  in  Ireland.  This 
others  the  proceedings  in  courts  both  call  was  answered,  as  I  confidently 
of  law  and  equity,  have  been  made  anticipated,  by  your  loyalty  and 
more  expeditious,  and  less  costly.  firmness.     I  have  not  found  it  ne- 

The  establishment  of  the  court  of  cessary,  except  in  a  very  limited  de- 
privy  council  is  another  improve-  gree,  to  use  the  powers  thus  confi- 
ment  which,  while  it  materially  as-  ded  to  me,  and  I  have  now  the  sa- 
sists  suitors  at  home,  will,  I  trust,  tisfaction  of  informing  you  that  the 
afibrd  substantial  relief  to  those  in  spirit  of  insubordination  and  violence 
my  colonial  possessicms.  which  had  prevailed  to  so  alarming 

You  may  rest  assured  that  there  an  extent,  has  in  a  great  measure 

is  no  part  of  your  labours  which  I  subsided.  I  look  forward  with  anxie- 

regaid  with  a  deeper  interest  than  ty  to  the  time  when  the  painful  ne- 

that  which  does,  by  well  considered  cessity  of  continuing  those  measures 

amendments  of  the  law,  make  jus-  of  great   but  unavoidable  severity 

tice  easily  accessible  to  all  my  sub-  shall  cease ;  and  1  have  given  my 

jects.  With  this  view  I  have  caused  assent,  with  unqualified  satisfaction, 

a  commission  to   be  issued  for  di-  to  tiie  various  salutary  and  remedial 

gesting  in  one  body  the  enactments  measures  which,   during  the  course 

of  criminal  law,   and  inquiring  how  of  the  present  session,   have   been 

far,  and  by  what  means  the  crimi-  proposed  to  me  for  my  acceptance, 

nal  process  may  be  assimilated  to  The  act  which,  in  pursuance  of  my 

the  other  branch  of  our  jurispru-  recommendation,  you   passed  with 

dence.  respect  to  the  temporaliti^  of  that 

I  have  also  directed  commissions  branch  of  the  united  church  which 

to  be  issued  for  investigating  the  is  established  in  Ireland ;    and  for 

state  of  the  municipal  corporations  the  immediate  and  total  abolition  of 

throughout  the  United    Kingdom,  vestry  assessments,  and  the  act  for 

The  result  of  their  inquiries  will  en-  the  better  regulation  of  juries,  both 

able  you   to    procure  those  means  as  to  their  civil  and  criminal  func- 

which  may  seem  best  fitted  to  place  tions,  aflbrds  the  best  proof  that  full 

the  internal  government  of  corpo-  reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  par- 

rate  cities   and   towns  on  a  solid  liament  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 

foundation,  in  respect  of  their  finan-  the  introduction  of  such  beneficial 

cesy  their  government,  and  their  po-  improvements  as  may  insure  the 
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weffiure  of  all  claasei  of  my  f  ub- 
jectSy  and  thus  efiectually  cement 
that  legislative  union  which,  with 
your  suppoity  it  is  my  determina- 
tion to  maintain  inviolate. 

CiwitleaeB  of  the  Boom  of  Comoums ; 

I. thank  you  fbr^e  supplies  which 
you  have  granted  for  the  service  of 
the  year.  The  estimates  proposed 
to  you  by  my  direction  were  consi- 
derably  lower  than  those  of  the  ioN 
tner  session,  and  you  ha^re  wisely 
appliefl  the  reduction  which  has  thus 
been  effected  to  the  diminutioa  of 
the  public  burthens*  In  the  course 
of  judicious  economy,  combined  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  state,  I  am  persuaded  that  you 
will  persevere,  and  thus  confirm  the 
title  which  you  have  to  general  con- 
fidence,  as  the  iaithful  guardians  of 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
true  interests  of  the  people. 

M/  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 

In  returning  to  your  respective 
homes,  you  will  carry  with  you  the 


gratifying  reflection,  that  yourlaik 
hours  have  been  sedulously  employ, 
ed  for  the  benefit  of  your  country. 

During  the  recess,  your  attention 
will  be  equally  directed  to  the  same 
important  object,  and  in  this  useful 
and  honourable  discharge,  both  of 
your  public  and  private  duties,  un- 
der the  blessings  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, I  confidently  rely  lor  the  en- 
couragement and  support  ofmy  pe». 
pie  in  that  love  of  iibeity,  and  ia 
that  spirit  of  industry  and  obedience 
to  the  law,  and  that  moral  worth 
which  constitutes  the  safety  and  hap- 
piness of  nations. 

His  majesty  having  osnduded  his 
apeech. 

The  lord  chanoeflor  said,  it  is 
his  majesty's  royal  will  and  plea- 
sure that  this  present  parliament  be 
now  prorogued,  and  this  parliament 
is  accordingly  prorogued  until  Wed- 
nesday the  SM  day  of  October 
next.         ^ 

His  majesty  then  lefl  the  house  ia 
the  same  state  as  he  entered. 


JAMAICA. 


The  earl  of  Mulgrave,  the  new 
governor  of  Jamaica,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  of  the  legislature 
in  1832,  addressed  to  the  members 
of  the  two  houses  a  long  speech  on 
the  affairs  of  the  island,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  following  passage  oc- 
curs: 

**  Since  you  last  met,  both  branches 
of  the  imperial  legislature  have  been 
engaged  in  an  inquiry  as  to  the  ac- 
tual relations  of  society  in  the  slave 
colonies.  Jius  invesligation  was 
undertaken  in  one  home  at  the  eepe-. 
eial  desire  of  the    Wesi^ndia  fro. 


prielorSf  and  in  Ihe  other  ions  so  fi- 
miied  in  the  terms  of  reference^  as 
to  show  that  no  forced  departure  was 
intended  from  the  principles  tf  the 
resolutions  of  1 823.  The  proeeed- 
ings  of  these  committees  have  been 
interrupted  by  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion,  but  will  be  resumed  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  their  final  report,  when 
prepared,  will  be  the  dispassionate 
and  impartial  result  of  ample  and 
patient  examination.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  am  authorized  to 
inform  you,  that  I  have  not  again  to 
press  for  your  adoption  the  oxder  in 
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.oouocil  of  Ust  Nbvehiber.  I  have  of  any  aocietj,  and  the  ioflueoM  of 
therefore,  at  present,  no  official  com-  eustonni  and  habits  over  those  laws, 
jnunication  to  make  to  you  on  the  a  peraooal  residence  among  the  in- 
aubjecta  contained  therein  ;  but  I  habitunts  of  the  country  m  indiapeo- 
cannoty  at  the  sanie  time,  avoid  ex-  sable.  No  evidence  can  ooovey 
pressing  to  you  personally  my  own  over  4500  miles  those  circumstan- 
'  anxious  desire,  that,  availing  your-  ces  which  most  materially  aflfecttbe 
selves  ofthis  opportunity,  you  would  welfare  of  a  people,  and  which  to 
give  a  patient  and  favourable  consi-  be  appreciated  must  be  seen.  Couo- 
deration  to  any  measures  of  amelio-  tries  might  be  mentioned  where  the 
ration  which,  in  your  wisdom  and  laws  in  theory  have  been  considered 
experience,  you  may  thiuk  could  perfect,  but  where,  after  centuries 
with  safety  be  adopted,  for,  impor-  of  legislation,  the  people  are  starv* 
tant  as  it  is,  that  amelioration  in  the  ing  and  wretched.  This,  we  are 
condition  of  the  slave  should  be  pro-  proud  to  say,  is  not  the  case  in  Ja- 
gressivc,  the  advantage  at  the  pre-  maica,  notwithstanding  all  the  de- 
sent  moment  of  any  effectual  step  of  fccts  incident  to  the  state  of  slave- 
this  nature,  emanating  from  your-  ry,  originally  forced  on  us  by  Great 
selves,  would  be  doubly  great,  ex-  Britain. 

tending  its  beneficial  influence  over  *<  As  this  house  never  did  reoog- 
the  feelings  alike  of  the  lowest  indi-  nize  the  resolutions  of  parliament  in 
viduals  in  this  colony,  and  of  the  1823  :  as  this  house  never  did  ad- 
highest  authorities  of  the  mother  mit  the  right  of  the  house  of  corn- 
country.  The  gratitude  of  the  mens  to  legislate  on  the  internal  a^ 
slave  would  be  due,  whjre  it  might  fairs  of  Jamaica,  even  when  the 
most  safely  be  directed,  to  the  im.  West  Indies  were  indirectly  repre- 
mediate  representatives  of  his  mas-  sented  in  parliament,  we  never  can 
ter,  and  the  committees  of  the  im-  concede  that  a  house  of  comroom^ 
perial  legislature  would  acknow.  which  is  to  exist  upon  the  principle 
ledge  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  by  that  actual  representation  should  be 
any  instance  of  spontaneous  co-o[)e-  the  foundation  of  legislation,  caa 
ration  in  the  objects  of  their  labours  justly  claim  to  legislate  over  us, 
from  such  a  quarter."  their  free  fellow  countrymen,  in  all 

The  reply  of  the  assembly  was.  respects  their  equals,  but  who  have 

perfectly  cordial  as  respects  his  ex-  not,  and  cannot  have,   any   voice 

cellency,  but  the  houso  used  the  fol-  whatever  at  their  election,  by  whom, 

lowing  remarks  in  reference   to  the  in  consequence,    we   are  not  repre* 

powers  of  the  British  parliament,  sented  :  who  are  strangers  to  our 

and  the  proceedings  of  the  anti-sla-  condition  and  interest,   and  whose 

-very  party  in  E:  gland.  attempts  to  dictate  to  us  would  con- 

"  This  house  was  no  party  to  the  sequently  upon   their  own  prtnct- 

jneosure  by  which  an  inquiry  was  pies,  the  principles  of  their  own  ex- 

.obtaincd  in  one  house  of  tlie  British  istence  as  a  legislative  body,  be  ty. 

parliament,  by  the  West  India  pro-  ranny,  and  not  legislation, 

prietors  residing  out  of  this  island  ;  *«  Experience  prevents  us  from  de. 

Aor  do  wo  admit  that  the   house  of  hiding  ourselves  with  the  hope  of  a 

^commons  can  institute  any  effectual  dispassionate   and  impartial    result 

inquiry  in  relation   to  the  social  in-  from  the  proceedings  of  any  com. 

Jtitutions  of  this  island,  or  its  inter-  mittec  of  the   commons  house  in 

jsal  affairs.  To  understand  tho  laws  reiatk}n  t(^be  West  Indies,  nor  are 
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V>e  ttrangers  to  the  fad  (hat  pledges  confidence  rely  upon  our  aid  in 

are  now  being  enacted  from  candid  enacting  every  measure  which  may 

dates  for  seats  in  the  imperial  par^  be  required   tq  -discourage  seditious 

iiament,to  vote,  in  respect  of  the  co-  and  inflammatory  language,  oft&a 

Ionics,  according  to  popuiar  dictadon,  evil  effects  of  which  the  recent  dis- 

and  not  after  ample  and  patient  ex-  astera  and  our  present    sufferings 

atrdnaUon*  have   furnished    most    melancholy 

<VThis  house  has  always   deda-  proofs, 

red,  that  they  will  constantly  and  "  No  endeavour  .of  this    house 

readily  adopt  every  measure  for  sub-  shall  be  wanting  to  unite  all  classes 

stantiatiy   benefiting  the   condition  of  our  society ;  and  your  excellen* 

of  the  slave  population,   which  our  cy  may  depend  upon  our   zealous 

own  local  experience  convinces  us  co-operation  in  every  effort  directed 

would  really  conduce  to  their  wet-  to  maintain  the  honour  of  our  sove- 

fare,   and  not  injure  those  rights  of  reign,  and  to  promote  the  welfkle 

property    which    our    constituents  of  this  island." 

were  forced  by  the  British  govern-  To  these  remarks  the  noble  earl 

roent  to  acquire.  made  the  following  reply  : 

••  By  a  reference  to  the  laws  of 

Jamaica,   your  excellency  will  per-  "  Mr.  Speaker,  and 

ceivethat  this  island  was  sponta-  GenUemen  oftheHoaseofABaembly, 

neously  providing  for  the  protection  "  I  return  you  my  most  sincere 

and  civilization  of  the  slave,  whilst  thanks  for  those  portions  of  your 

the  country  which  sold   him  to  us  address  personal  to  myself,  in  which 

was  only  calculating  the  profits  of  you  express  confidence  in  my  cha- 

the  traffic.  racter,  and  approbation  of  the  first 

«  Our  sovereign  has  declared  to  acts  of  my  government.     These  atf- 

us  that  his  majesty  has  observed  surances  acq uire' even  additional  va- 

with  great  satisfaction   various  pro-  lue  from  their  being  shared,  as  you 

visions  for  the  improvement  of  the  state  them  to  be,  by   all  classes  of 

condition  of  the  slaves,  which,  as  your    constituents.      I    have    also 

his  majesty  has  stated,   originated  heard  with  much  satisfaction,  that 

entirely  with  the  colonial   legisla-  it  is  your  intention  to  take  measures 

tare.  for  preserving  inviolate  the  public 

*^  The  finances  of  the  country  faith,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  gar. 
have  been  so  impoverished  by  thd^  risen,  as  in  all  other  prospects,  so 

recent    insurrection,    that    it    will  far  as  is  compatible  with  that  consf* 

scarcely  be  possible  to  provide  for  deration  fov  the   distresses  of  our 

the  island   pay   and  subisistence  of  constituents,  which  it  is  your  pecu^^ 

his  majesty's    garrison  ;  and    this  liar  province  to  show,  and  in  which 

house  regrets  that  your  excellency  distresses  I  most  truly  sympathize. 

has  not  as  yet  received   from  his  I  wish  that,  consistently  with  "my 

majesty^s  ministers  any  answer  to  sense  of  duty,  I  could  here  close  my 

the  humble  memorial  to  our  sove-  reply,  and  refrain  from  expressing 

reign  for* relief  in  this  respect ;  but  to    you  the  supreme  surprise,    t 

we  do  trust  the  reply  to  it  will  be  deep  disappointment   excited,  in  my 

dictated  by  a  desire  to  show  con-  mind,  by  various  sentiments,  and  by 

sideration  for  the  effects  of  the  late  much  of  the  general  tone  of  your 

unfortunate  revolution.  address.     The  speech  with  which 

«^Ypur   exoelleQcy  %iay   with  I  thought  fit  to  open  .your  session 
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WMMie  which,  there  18  none  amongst  are  in  conatant  eomnnimealioB,  al 

you  oan  doubt,  waa  oonceiTed  in  Uie  the  very  moment  too,  when  you  had 

moat  conciliatory  ajHiit ;  nor  do  I  vacated  the  chair  of  your  own  hoBae» 

believe  that  any  one  has  thought  of  in  order  that  your  moat  diatingoiah. 

accusing  it  of  Containing  one  word  ed  member  ^onldt  according    lo 

at  variance  with  such  a  spirit.     It  tout  own  votes,   *  embark  for  £ng- 

broached  no  theory,  it  required  no  land,  so  as  to  be  in  time  to  meet  the 

aacnfice.    It  announced,  only  for  next  session  of  the  imperial  legisbu 


the  present,  a  boon  and  a  cooces.    ture.* 

sion;    and  for  the  future,  patient         ''It  certainly    would   not    bo. 


examination  at  home,  and  a  determi.  come  me  to  enter  into  any 

nation  on  my  part,  to  report  faith-  sion   with   you  as  to  the    princi. 

folly  and  folly  from  hence :  I  know  pies  on  which  you  suppose  the  re- 

not  therefore  how  it  called  for  a  re-  presentation  of  the  people  of  Bng- 

ply  of  so  extraordinary  and  desul-  land  to  have  been  amended  by  the 

tory  a  nature.     Tou  state  mutual  bill  passed  for  its  reform ;  nor  dol 

forbearance  and  conciliation  to  be  know  by  what  right  you  assume  in 

the  principles  by  which  the  legisla-  addressing  me,  that  the  West  Indiai 

ture  of  Jamaica   has  always  been  were   ever  indirectly  more  repra. 

guided.  1  regret  the  more  that  this  sented  in  parliament  than  they  will 

day,    when  1  thought    that  I  had  be  now.     It  was  then,  as  now,  only 

least  right  to  expect  it,  you  should  as  representatives,  legally  elected 

have  shown  towards  me  this  excep-  by  the  people  of  the  united  kingdom, 

tion  of  your  g^ieral  rule.     Many  to  superintend  the  interests  of  the 

of  the  topics  you  have  introduced,  I  whole  empire,  that  gentlemen  coo. 

consider  most  inopportunely  address-  nected  with  this  island  could  have  a 

to  me  on  this  occasion,  and  to  them,  seat  in  that  house,  or  could  belong 

therefore,  I  hold  it  to  be  needless  to  to  one  branch  of  that  imperial  legis. 

make  any  reply.  lature,  the  omnipotence  of  whose 

**  How  far,  for  instance,  you  may  united    voice   to  legislate  for  the 

consider  it  fitting   in   the  present  whole  empire,  if  it  so  think  fit,  is 

state  of  society,   to  make   a  dis-  beyond  dispute.     This  is  a  subject 

claimer  of  any  community  of  into-  which  nothing  ahould  have  indoosd 

rest  with  the  great  body  of  West  me  to  originate.     (It  is  one  whose 

India  proprietors,  residing  in  Eng-  fruitless  agitation  can  only  lead  to 

land,  is  a  question  entirely  between^ unnecessary  irritation.)     I  regret 

you  and  them,  and  on  which  I  shall  most  deeply  that  on  such  an  ooca. 

give  no  opinion  farther  than  this :  sion,  you  should  have  chosen  grata- 

that  when  you  make  use  of  that  dis-  itously  to  raise  so  invidious  a  ques- 

tinction  in  protesting  your  utter  dis-  tion,  by  stating  that  you  never  did 

regard  and  indifference  with  respect  admit  the  right  of  the  bouse  of  coda. 

to  the  proceedings  of  the  parliamen-  mens  to  legislate  on  the  internal  afm 

tary  comroittees,  you  might,  in  con.  fairs  of  Jamaica.     For  all  your  ea- 

sistency,  have  recollected,  that  the  tablished  privileges  I  shall  always 

first  of  these  inquiries,  to  which  you  maintain  the  most  inviolable  respect. 

state  yourselves  to  have   been  no  But  as  the  representative  hereof 

party,  was  repeatedly  pressed  upon  your  sovereign  and  of  mine,  I  can- 

the  government,  in  conjunction  with  not  listen  to  the  declaration  of  any 

the  West  India  body,  by  your  own  such  doubt  addressed  to  me,  without 

f^ccredited  agent,  with  whom  you  asserting  tn  the  most  uneqoivecal 
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tenniy  the  traoscandant  power  of  the  consider  that  distance  may  have 

imperial  legisUiture,  regulated  only  prerented  you  also  from  acquiring 

by  its  own  discretion^  and  limited  adequate  sources  of  informatioB  be« 

only  by  restrictions  they  themselves  fore  you  prejudge  the  report  of  a 

have  imposed.     The  long  experi-  future  house  of  commons  on  no  bel-p 

ence  of  the  past,  as  to  a  right  which  ter  authority  than  a  few  scattered 

has  always  existed,  is  your  best  se-  pledges,  alleged  to  have  been  ez- 

ourity  lor.  the  future,  that  it  will  ne-  acted  from  certain  candidates  not 

yer  be  exerted,  but  in  extreme  ca-  yet  chosen  for  a  parliament,  not  yet 

ses;  and  noone  would  more  deplore  selected,  who  might  become  mem- 

than  myself,  should  imperious  ne-  hers  of  a  committee  not  yet  formed* 

oessity  ever  require  such  direct  in-  and  which  committee  you  therefore 

terference.    But  it  is  unfortunate  refUse  to  belieye  can  be  impartial 

at  this  moment,  that  you  could  not  en  a  question  on  which  it  is  impos- 

have  rather  preferred  a  temperate  sible  it  can  be  interested.  It  is  such 

appeal  to  the  justice,  than  a  vain  de.  premature  complaints,  such  ground- 

nial  of  the  rights  of  the  British  na-  less  accusations,  which  alienate  the 

tion.     The  undisturbed  conscious-  public   mind    in   Europe  from  the 

ness  of  strength  on  the  part  of  a  cause  of  the  colonists ;  and  if  you 

great  and  generous  people,  is  the  continue  thus  to  speak  feryouselves» 

surest    safeguard  that  the    nicest  I  much  fear  that  it  will  be  in  vain 

strengh  of  equity  will  continue  to  act  that  any  one  will  attempt  to  speak 

as  a  self-imposed  restraint,  on  the  fer  you  there, 

exercise  of  unusual,  but  indisputa-  **  In  the  opinion  which  1  hove  most 

ble  power.     You  repeat  the  com-  unwillingly  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 

plaint,  that  distance,  coupled  with  express  upon  the  tone  of  this  ad» 

other  causes  not  befbre  enumerated,  dress,  I  have  oxleavoured  to  soAen 

occasion  you  often  to  be  misrepre-  every    topic,    even   to  avoid  any 

sented  in  the  mother  country ;  and,  phrase  which  might,   through  mis- 

in  reference  to  this,  you  kindly  state  construction,  be  injurious,  by  ezci- 

your  conviction,  that  my  efforts  will  ting  erroneous  impressions  in  the 

be  directed  by  a  desire  to  do  you  minds  of  certain  classes  within  this 

justice.     The  Bhort    experience  I  island,  or  elsewhere.    Under  all  the 

have  yet  had  of  Jamaica  has  into-  unexpected  discouragement  of  this 

rested  me  much  in  her    welfare ;  address,  1  shall  continue  i^>eedily  to 

and  with  her  extraordinary  natural  pursue  that  course  which  I  consider 

resources,  it  seems  impossible  not  to  fer  the  benefit  of  the  colony*    I  am 

hope,  that  she  must  be  destined  to  grateful  for  your  expressions  of  per- 

see  better  days ;    and   any  plan  by  sonal   good  feeling.     I  am  willing 

which  such   prospects  may  be  im-  to  believe  that  some  parts  of  this 

proved,  shall  always  engage  my  im-  address  were  not  so  cautiously  codsi^ 

mediate  attention,  whilst  to  my  pro-  dered  by  the  whole  house  as  perhaps 

fessed  determination  to  report  you  might  have  been  expected,  on  ao- 

faithfttUy,  improved  as  my  opinions  count  of  the  importance  it  derives 

nuist  be  by  the  further  opportuni-  from  its  general  diffusion  as  an  ap- 

ties  of  obsmfation,  I  will  at  all  times  peal  to  the  executive.  ]  trust,  theie- 

adbere*     Bat  in  the  spirit  of  can-  lore,  that  your  further  proceedings 

doar  which  I  professed,  I  must  re-  will  be  more  in  accordance  with  the 

cOBMMSud  you  to  judge  others  as  you  spirit  in  which  I  have  first  address- 

wouki  be  judged  yooiselves,  and  to  ed  you  :   but  under  any  poanble 
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oireuiDfltatxseSy  I  have  the  greatest  long  usage,  as  not  to  be  mifltekeiu 

reUaooer  that  not  only  by  the  pre-  The  house  therefore  rely  with  per- 

•ent  consistency  of  the  island*  but  by  feet  confideocey  that  whilst  they  ooa- 

the  inhabitants  in  general,  the  mo-  fine  themselves  to  the  conscientioas 

lives  of  any  act  of  my  government  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  will  le- 

will  be  justly  appreciated,  so  long  ceive    from  the  repTesentative    of 

as  1  am  cheered  and  supported  by  their  sovereign  the  most  favoaraUe 

the  internal  conviction  that  1  have  construction  of  their  acts  and  inlai- 

oo  other  object  than  the  promotion  tentiens  which  is  due    to  them  as 

of  the  welfiire  of  all  classes  of  the  legal  and  faithful  sut^ects;  but  this 

community,  which  his  majesty  has  the  house  must  protest,  on  behalf  of 

eommitled  to  my  charge."  their  constituents,  as  well  as  of  them- 

This  message  was  referred  to  a  selves,  against  the  doctrinestated  by 

committee,  who  made  the  following  his  excellency  as  applicable  to  thii 

lUparL  colony,   which    asserts  as  beycsid 

**Mr.  £Jpeal»r,  Your  committee,  to  dispute,  the  transcendant  power  of 

whom  was  referred  his  excellency's  the   imperial   legislature^    '  Fegola- 

speeeh  at  the  opening  of  the  ses-  ted  only  by  its  own  discretion^  and 

sion,  the  address  of  this  house  in  an  Hmited  only  by   restricti<»8  they 

answer,    and   his  excellency's  re*  nmy  themselves    have    imposed.' 

ply  ;    recommend  to  the  house  to  Such  a  doctrine  is  as  subversive  of 

Dome  to  the  folio win^r  resolution :  the  acknowledged  rights,   as  it  is 

<<  Resolved,  That  this  house  oh-  dangerous  to  the  lives  and  proper- 
serve  with  regret  the  animadver.  ties  of  his  majesty's  feithful  and 
sioos  of  his  excellency  the  gov.  loyal  subjects  of  this  island,  who^ 
emor  on  some  parts  of  their  ad-  although  they  acknowledge  the 
dress,  in  answer  to  his  excellency's  supremacy  of  a  common  sovereign 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  ses-  over  the  whole  empire,  never  can 
aioo.  The  house  disavow  any  in-  admit  such  supremacy  in  one  por- 
tontion  on  their  part  to  deviate  from  ion  of  his  mnjesty's  subjects  resi. 
that  tone  of  conciliation  which  per-  ding  in  the  parent  state,  over  ano- 
vades  his  excellency's  speech.  It  ther  portion  of  their  fellow  suljects 
was  the  most  anxious  wish  of  the  resident  in  Jamaica." 

house  to  express  to  his  excellency  

their  devoted    attachment  to  their  ^  ^^^^  ^  ,^  ^^^^  of  Mulgravt, 

sovereign,  and  their  hi^h    respect  ''^i.^Ji     ^  j^^-^  ^^^  ^ 

and  personal  consideration  for  his  -  semhl 

excellency    as    governor    of    the  ^         ^            t%       «     e-i^ 

island.     The  house,  however,  feel  KiDgslon,  Doc.   2,  1834. 

it  imperaUve  on  them,  and  in  ac  ^  "Gentlemen   of  the    CouncU.    Mr. 

coidance  with  former  precedents,  to  K^eVwy- '"       "''                 *** 
declare,  without  meaning  to  offend 

or  to  infringe  on  the  rights  of  others,  ^  Those  considerations  of  paUie 

thnt  it  is  their  determination,  as  it  is  convenience  which  might  have  in« 

their  duty,  to  maintain  steadily  the  duced   me  to   postpone,  for  a  few 

privileges  and  immunities  which  the  days,  the  conclusion  of  the  sessiooy 

free  inhabitaots  of  Jamaica  are  en-  have  necessarily   been  superaadsd 

titled  to  in  common  witli  other  Bri-  by  that  unfortunate  collision  botwcoa 

tish  sixbjects ;    these    are   so  well  the  twobranohes  of  the  legialatHn^ 

defined  by  lav«  and  sauctionod  by  which  mH&snit  hc^wfen  to  evpeel 
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that  any  further  basinofia  could  now  steadily  to  pursue  the  course  which 

be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  termina-  I  conceived  to  be  for  the  beoeiit  of 

tioD.  the  colony,   I   might  avoid   taking 

**  In  taking  the  only  course  which  immediate  notice  of  it,  and  allow  the 

is  thus  left  to   me,  i  do  not  think  it  public   business  to   proceed  to  ita 

necessary   to  make  any  comment  close;  and  to  that  determinatkm,  I 

with  respect  to  the  question  in  dis-  should  have  adhered,  but  for  this 

pute,   further  than  this,  that  those  difference     between   you   and   the 

who  are  so  ready  to  assert  their  other  branch   of    the   legislature, 

own  claim  to  privileges,  which  are  with  which  I  have  m}  self  no  direct 

not  parliamentary,  upon  the  mere  concern; 'but  I  cannot  dismiss  you 

plea  of  undisturbed  assumption  on  from  your  attendance  here,  without 

their  part,  would  have  shown  more  noticing  a  resolution  in  which  you 

discretion  in  not  so  prematurely  and  stated,   that  a  doctrine    advanced 

arbitrarily  denying    to  others  the  by  me,  was  subversive  of  your  ac- 

right  toa  privilege  which,  unless  with-  knowledged   rights,  and  dangerous 

held   by  special  provision,  belongs,  to  your  lives  and  properties.     The 

as  matter  of  course,  to  a  legislative  doctrine   you   have  thought  fit  to 

body,   which   likewise   appears   to  stigmatize,  is  not  mine.     It   is  one 

have  been  formerly  recognised  by  laid  down  by  every  constitutional 

the  resolution   of  the  house  itself)  lawyer.     It  is   maintained    by  the 

and  which  is  supported  by  the  un-  practice  of  your  own  courts.      It 

deniable    evidence  of  acts  in   the  has  uniformly  been  asserted  in  ofK- 

journuls,  which  owed  their  origin  to  cial  communications  with  my  pre» 

the  second   branch  of  the  Icgisla-  decessors,  by  all  successive  advisers 

ture.  of  the  crown,  under  every  different 

administration.  When  you  speak, 
•3fr.  Speaker  and  Gondemon  of  the  House  therefore,  of  your  acknowledged 
of  Assembly —  rights,  I  am  nt  a  loss  to  conceive  by 
Ico  uld  not  but  foresee,  by  the  whom  and  when  those  rights  which 
tendency  of  your  first  proceedings,  you  now  assume  were  ever  acknow- 
that  I  might  at  any  time  find  my-  lodged.  The  right  of  the  imperial 
self  obliged  to  take  the  disagreeable  parliament  of  legislating  for  all  his 
step  which  is  this  day  forced  upon  majesty's  subjects,  when  it  so  thinks 
me.  When  inflammatory  topics  fit,  is  inherent  in  thtit  body,  and  has 
were  wantonly  introduced  in  your  never  been  abandoned  except  as  re- 
first  address  to  me,  it  was  impossl-  gards  internal  taxation.  The  18th 
We  to  calculate  how  soon  the  most  of  George  the  Third,  which  makes 
conciliatory  intentions  might  be  that  exception,  proves  the  general 
(itverted  from  the  original  direction,  right  of  legislating  over  the  colonies. 
by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty.  In  You  must  always  recollect  that  I  ue- 
eoDtinuation  of  the  same  line  of  con-  ver  originated  this  discussion.  The 
duct,  you  thought  proper  afterwards  question  is  of  your  own  raising — 
to  place  certain  resolutions  upon  the  dispute  of  your  own  seeking; ; 
yourjoumals  on  the  subject  of  your  the  provocation  was  given  entirely 
address  and  my  reply.  As  those  by  you,  and  with  you  must  its  con- 
resolutions  were  not  communicated  sequences  rest.  When  you  assert  a 
to  Me  by  message,  I  thought,  that  perfect  equality  with  your  fellow 
acting  under  the  intention  I  ex-  subjects  in  other  parts  of  his  majes- 
pressed,  under    any   provocation,  ty's  dominions,  there  is  no  doubt 
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that,  M  indivkiiials,  you  are  all  equal  portaiit«  than  the  effideut  aAninii* 

in  the  eye  of  the  iavr.     But  this  is  tration  c^  criminal  justice ;  and  I 

not  an  independent  kingdom ;  and  therefore  peculiarly  regret,  that  at 

aa  a  legislature!  we,  who  are  here  such  a  moment,  your  next  act  should 

assembled,  are  not  equal  to  the  im-  have  been  the  refusal  of  any  proW- 

perial  parliament,  consisting  of  the  sion  whatever  to  the  chief  justice  of 

three  estates  of  the  realm — ^king,  the  island,  who  had  been  appointed 

lords,  and  commons*     It  is,  indeeed,  by  your  sovereign* 
most  fortunate  for  a  fair  considera-        *'  i  have  no  intention  of  enume- 

tion  of  your  interests,  that  such  a  rating  the  other  instances  in  whidi 

question  should  have  been  so  inop-  you  have  disappointed  my  expec- 

portuoeJy   brought  forward.     It  is  tations ;  so  much  of  your  conduct 

not  by  the  vehemence  of  your  de-  appears  to  court  that  crisis  which 

nial,  that  you  can  negative  the  ex*  is  now  arrived,  that  you  cannot  be 

istence  of  the  right;  but  by  the  mode-  surprised  when  I  announce  to  yoo, 

ration  ofyour  conduct,  that  you  might  that  it  is  not  my  intention  again  to 

for  ever  avert  its  exercise.   Should  call  together  the  present  house  of 

auch  interference  ever  take  place,  it  assembly.     As  soon  as  the  circum- 

would  not  be  for  any  vain  display  of  stances  of  the  present  seaaon  render 

aelfish  superiority ;  but  iu  the  for-  it  expedient,  1  shall  appeal  to  an  eo- 

therance  of  measures,  to  the  ulti-  lightened   oonstituency.     The  libe. 

mate  accomplishment  of  which,  the  rality  of  that  enactment,  which  did 

parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  pledg-  away  with  all  distinctions  of  colour, 

ed,  and   which  experience  should  I  duly  appreciate.    1  have  no  donbl 

have  shown,  that  the  legislatures  of  that   the  newly-enfranchised  free- 

the  colonies  would  not  themselves  holders  will  show  they  deserve  the 

adopt.  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  that  in 

I  must  now  thank  you  for  those  its  exercise,  there  will  be  no  more 

portions  of  the  annual  supplies  which  emulation  on  all  sides,  than  a  desire 

you  have  already  voted.  Your  task  to  prove  the  soundness  and  modera- 

has,  in   this  respect,    been   much  tion  of  their  principles,  the  extent 

lightened,    by  the  liberality  of  the  and  devotion  of  their  loyalty. 
British  government,  in  taking  upon 

itself  the  payment  of  his  majesty's  •«  GentlenoM  of  UMCoanei], 
troops,  during  the  present  year.     I         Mr.  Speaker,  tnd  Gentlomen  of  tha 
am  sure  that  the  people  of  this  co-  House  of  Aisombly  : 

lony  will  not  be  insensible  to  the        <' You  are  now  about  to  return  to 

double  obligation  which  they  owe  your  homes,  at  a  moment  which,  af. 

to  the  paternal  care  of  their  sove-  ter  the  experience  of  last  year,  it  » 

reign,  in  having,  at  the  same  time,  impossible  not  to  feel  to  be  one  of 

increased  the  numbers  of  the  garri-  some  anxiety.   I  have  myself  no  ap- 

son,    and  relieved   you  from  the  prehension,  that  any  peraooa  will 

charge  of  its  subsistence,  showing  be  found  misguided  enough,  again 

equal  solicitude  for  your  safety,  and  to  brave  the  penalties  of  rebellion; 

•ympathy  for  your  distresses.     At  I  have  the  greatest  confidence  in 

the  same  time  1  must  say,  that  on  the  efficiency  of  the  meaaurea  taken 

your  side  you  might  have  consider,  for  the  immediate  suppreaaioii  of 

ed,  that  m  moments  of  difficulty  and  any  such  attempt.    Bui  aa  the  z«. 

danger,  the  adequate  protection  of  presentative    of  my    soveran,  I 

an  armed  force,  is  hardly  more  im.  apeak  his  sentimeotay  when  I  ex. 
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tyteis  through  you  to  the  slaTO  fM)pu.  repreientod  to  us,  that  the  several 

atioDy  that  solicitous  as  his  majesty  resolutions    aforesaid,    have    heen 

always  is  for  their    welfare,    any  printed  and  dispersed    throughout 

criminal  endeavours  on  their  parts,  the  said  island,  to  the   great  d\s* 

to  wrest  from  their  masters  advan-  quiet  and  alarm,  not  only  of  such 

tages  to  which  they  have  no  legal  religious  teachers,  as  aforesaid,  and 

claim,  ean  have  no  other  effect  than  of  their  several  congregations,  but 

to  draw  down  upon  them  the  seve-  of  all  other  peaceable  and  well  dis. 

rest  punishment.    For  myself,  I  can  posed  inhabitants  of  our  said  island : 

assure  you,  that  no  personal  exertion  And  whereas,  such  proceedings  as 

shall  be  wanting  on  my  part,  to  ex-  aforesaid  are  contrary  to  law,  and 

tend  to  you,  at  all   times,  in  the  tend  to  the  imminent  danger  of  the 

most  prompt  and  rigorous  manner,  public  peace  in  our  said  island:  NoW| 

that  protection  which  it  is  the  duty  therefore,  we  do  hereby  declare  and 

of  mj  office  to  afford.     On   your  make  known  to  all  whom  it  may 

part,  I  trust  that,  forgetting  all  mi-  concern,  that  we  are  purposed  and 

nor  differences    which    may  have  firmly  resolved,  in  the  exercise  of 

occurred    between    you,   you  will  our  lawful   authority,  to  maintain 

unite  cordially  in  one  common  feel-  within  our  said  island  the  principles 

ling,  of  the  permanent  obligation  of  of  religious  toleration,  and  to  protect 

preserving  the  peace  and  tranquillity  and  defend  all   our  subjects    and 

of  the  country.  others  resident  there,  in  the  public 

"I  now,"   said    his    excellency,  worship  of  Almighty  God,  according 

'^dissolve  this  general  assembly,  and  to  their  own  consciences,  although 

it  is  hereby  dissolved  accordingly."  such  worship  may  not  be  conducted 

—  according  to  the  doctrines  or  disci- 

Proclamation  for   suppressing  the  phne  of  the   Church  of  England 

Colonial  Unions^  promulgated  at  and   Ireland   aforesaid,  so  long  as 

Kingston^  on  the  2dih  rf  Jantu  such  persons  shall    conform    and 

ary^  1832.  he  obedient  to  the  laws.     And  we 

do  hereby  admonish  all  persons  re- 

BY  THE  KiNG-A  PROCLAMATION.  .y^n^  ^f^^m  our  Said  Sand,  that 

William  R.  if  any  attempts  shall  be  made  to 
Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  carry  into  effect  any  such  resolutions 
to  us,  that  divers  of  our  subjects;  as  aforesaid,  for  the  forcible  re- 
resident  in  our  island  of  Jamaica,  moval  from  our  said  island  of  any 
have  associated  themselves  together  such  teachers  and  ministers  as  afbre- 
into  certain  voluntary  societies,  said;  or  if  any  such  society,  or  any 
under  the  name  of  Colonial  Church  other  persons  within  our  said  island, 
Unions,  or  other  similar  desigoa-  shall  republii^  any  such  illegal  re- 
tions,  and  that  public  meetings  of  solutions  as  aforesaid,  that  then, 
such  societies  have  been  holden  in  and  in  every  such  case,  we  will  en- 
different  parts  of  our  said  island,  on  force  against  all  persons  presuming 
which  occasions  resolutions  have  to  ofiend,  all  such  pains  and  penal- 
been  entered  into,  for  the  forcible  ties  as  they  may  incur  by  such  their 
removal  from  our  said  island,  of  offences;  and  we  do  hereby  strictly 
divers  teachers  and  ministers  of  1*0-  warn  and  admonish  our  subjects, 
ligion  dissenting  from  the  doctrine  and  all  others  resident  within  the 
or  discipline  of  the  established  said  island,  that  they  do  abstain 
Church  of  England  and  Ireland :  from  associating  themselves  with 
And  whereas  it  hath  been  further  every  society  formed,  or  which  may 
Z  z 
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be  fermed  fbr  any  sach  iHegal  pnr- 
pooe  ai  aforesaid,  as  they  will  an- 
•wer  the  contrary  to  us,  at  their 
peril.  And  we  do  especially  and 
strictly  oonunand  all  judges,  cus- 
todes,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all 
our  officers,  civil  and  military,  in 
our  said  island,  that  they  not  only 
abstain  fxom  associating  themselves 
with  any  such  society  as  aforesaid, 
but  that,  according  to  their  several 
charges  and  trusts,  they  do,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  respective  abilities, 
and  according  to  their  several  trusts, 
give  full  effect  to  the  law,  for  the 
maintenance  of  toleration  in  matters 
of  religion,  and  do  co-operate  in 
bringing  to  justice  all  persons  who 
may  o&nd  in  the  premises.  And 
we*  da  further  admonish  all  our 
fiiithful  subjects  in  our  said  island, 
who  may  feel  themselves  aggrieved 


by  any  such  illegal  proceedings  as 
aferesaid,  that  they  do  abstain  froin 
the  adoption  of  any  violent  or  ille- 
gal measures  for  obtaining  redress 
in  the  premises,  as  they  shall  an- 
swer the  same  at  their  peril ;  it  be- 
ing our  firm  purpose  and  resolutioQ 
to  use  the  power  in  us  vested  by  the 
law,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  se- 
cure efl^tual  protection  to  all  oar 
subjects,  within  our  said  island,  in 
the  peaceable  and  orderly  discharge 
of  their  several  lawful  callings,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  franchises  to  them,  or 
any  of  them,  belonging. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  8t.  James, 
this  third  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  in  the  third  year  of  our 
reign. 


LOWER  CANADA. 


S^peech  of  Jus  Excellency^  the  Ch. 
vemor^vn-Chieff  en  opening  the 
eeeeion  of  the  Ltgielatme^  Nov. 
15»  1832, 

GMBtlenMD^the  Leritllitiv«  CooneS, 
Oentlaiiieii  of  th«  House  of  AMemblyt 

I  have  called  yoa  together  at. 
the  period  precisely  corresponding 
with  that  of  your  last  year's  meet- 
ing, being  still  under  the  impression 
that  it  is  the  best  suited  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  majority  of  the  mem. 
bers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  pro- 
vincial parliament. 

It  is,  besides,  peculiarly  desira- 
ble that  the  present  session  should 
oommence  at  an  early  period,  in  order 
to  afford  sufficient  time  fbr  bring- 
ing to  maturity  such  measures  as 
wore  in  progress  at  the  dose  of  the 


last  session,  and  for  taking  up  the 
consideration  of  such  other  noeasures 
as  the  growing  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  province  may  sug- 


The  period  having  arrived  for 
efiecting  a  new  adjustment  of  the 
proportion  to  be  paid  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada,  of  certain  duties  levied  in  this 
province,  the  commissioners  nomi- 
nated on  the  part  of  the  two  pro. 
vinces  respectively,  under  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the  Act  8d  Geo.  lY. 
Chap.  119,  have  recently  met  and 
entered  largely  into  the  considera- 
tion of  that  subject ;  and  although 
the  discussion  which  ^isued  there^ 
upon  was  conducted  with  no  less 
cordiality  and  good  feeling,  than 
with  ability  and  dDigenoe  on  both 
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sides,  I  am  conoenied  in  having  to  And  8dly. — ^An  act  to  estab- 
announce  to  you,  that  the  commis*  lish  boards  of  health  within  this  pro- 
«it>ners  have  separated  without  eom-  vince,  and  to  enforce  an  efiectual 
ing  to  any  decision  upon  the  import-  system  of  quarantine,  which  expires 
ant  question  intrusted  to  their  man«  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1833. 
^eipent ;  and  having,  moreover,  I  think  it  necessary  here  to  re- 
"diBTered  in  regard  to  the  appointment  fer  to  that  part  of  my  speech  to  you 
conjointly,  of  a  third  commissioner,  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session, 
or  arbitrator,  it  becomes  necessary,  which  relates  to  the  townships.  The 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  increasing  importance  of  that  inte- 
above  mentioned  act,  (section  )  to  resting  portion  of  the  province— the 
*efer  the  matter  to  his  majesty's  habits  of  its  population — and  their 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  ob-  wishes  connected  with  the  advance- 
taining  the  appointment  of  an  arbi-  ment  of  their  own  peculiar  interests, 
trator  under  the  royal  sign  manual,    are  subjects  which  well  deserve  the 

The  subject  of  tlie  currency  has,  attention  of  the  legislature. 
been  brought  under  your  notice  By  the  enactment  of  laws  calcu* 
«pon  more  than  one  occasion  during  lateci  to  meet  the  diversified  wants 
the  last  few  years ;  but  no  practical  of  a  mixed  population,  like  that  of 
measure  having  resulted  finom  the  Lower  Canada,  the  general  prospe. 
<x>nsideration  of  it,  I  think  it  neces-  nty  of  the  country  will  be  advanced, 
sary  to  advert  to  it  again;  not  so  and  the  peace  and  countenance  of 
much  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  all  classes  of  his  n^esty's  subjects 
any  general  and  comprehensive  sys-  in  the  province,  established  upon  a 
tem,  as  to  suggest  the  expediency  solid  and  lasting  basis. 
of  providing  for  tlie  wants  of  the  The  foregoing  remaric  embraces 
public,  by  the  creation  of  a  metallic  a  truth  so  obvious,  that  it  may  per- 
currency  of  inferior  value,  to  re-  haps  be  thought  superfluous  to  in- 
place  the  silver  coins,  and  copper,  troduce  it  aa  the  present  occasion ; 
now  in  circulation,  the  intrinsic  va-  but  my  mind  is  so  deeply  impressed 
lue  of  which,  (especially  of  the  lat-  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  (I 
ter,)  is  notorioudy  much  below  its  might  perhaps  add  the  necessity) 
current  value.  of  ejecting  astri(^  and<»rdial  union 

Of  the  temporary  acts  of  the  of  interests  and  public  feeling 
legislature  which  are  about  to  ex-  throughout  the  province,  that  I  can. 
pire,  I  desire  to  call  your  particular  not  abstain  from  seizing  upon  every 
attention  to  the  following,  namely  :«-    opportunity  which  presents  itself  for 

1st — An  act  relating  to  the  fish-  promoting  the  success  of  an  object 
aries  in  the  county  of  Gaspe,  re-  of  such  paramount  interest;  anob- 
pealed  in  part  by  the  1st  of  William  ject,  which,  (as  it  appears  to  me,)  it 
the  I  v.,  chapter  22  —which  expires  is  no  less  the  duty,  than  it  is  manifesto 
on  the  first  of  May,  1833.  ly  the  true  interest  of  every  inhabit- 

2dly. — An   act  to  establish  re-    ant  ofLower  Canada,  to  assist  in  pro- 
gistry  offices  in  the  counties  of  Drum-    moting  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability, 
mond,  Sherbrook,  StanaAead,  Shef-    and  in  preference  to  every  other 
ford,  and  Missiskoui,  amended,  and    consideration, 
extended   by   1st  of  William  IV.  ^  ,    .,       *  ^  ^ 

chap.  8— second  section  further  ex-    Gentlemen  of  the  Hcose  of  AsBemMy : 
tended  by  2d  Willian  IV.  chap.  7—       The  supply  bill  voted  during  the 
duration  till  the  1st  of  May,  1833.     last  session,  which,  in  consequence 
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of  particular   circumataDces,  with  the  legislature  of  all  its  disburse. 

which  you  are  already  acquaintedi  iDents  of  public  money. 

and  in  conformity  with  the  instruc-        An  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the 

tions  received  by  me  (rom  his  ma-  civil   government  for  the  ensuing 

jesty's   government,  was.  reserved  year,  framed  according  to  the  in- 

ibr  the  signification  of  his  majesty's  structions  of  his  majesty's  govein. 

pleasure,  has  subsequently  received  ment,  will,  in  like  manner,  be  laid 

the  royal  sanction.     Upon  this  sub-  before  you. 

ject  it  will  be  my  duty  to  make  an 

early  communication  to  you  by  a  Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  Council, 

special  message.  Gentlemen  of  the  Uoiiee  of  A«emWy : 

The  appropriation  of  last  session,        The  apprehension  evinced  by  the 

for  giving  effect  lo  the  provisions  of  legislature  during  the  last  session, 

the  act  to  establish  boards  of  health  hy  the  passing  the  act  to  establish 

within  this  province,  and  to  enforce  boards  of  health  within  this  province, 

an  effectual  system  of  quarantine,  and  to  enforce  an  effectual  system 

although  liberal  in  its  amount,  has  of  quarantine,  have  been  but  too  fa- 

nevertheless  proved  inadequate  to  it.  tally  realized  ;  and  the  frightful  dis- 

But  the  excess  has  not  been  so  con-  ease,   the  introduction  of  which  it 

siderable  as  there  was  reason  to  ap-  was  the  principal  object  of  that  act 

prebend  from    the    prevalence  of  to  prevent,  has  visited  the  colony 

Asiatic  cholera  morbus  in  most  parts  with  a  degree  of  violence,  of  which 

of  the  province,  which  rendered  ne-  there  are  few  examples  on  record, 

cessary  the  creation  of  boards  of  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
health  with  their  corresponding  es-        Happily  that  disease  is  now  coo- 

tablishmenlB,  in  addition  to  the  ex-  sidered  to  have  ceased  to  prevail 

pensive    establishment    at     Gross  epidemically  in  the  province ;  but 

Isle.  in  the  event  of  its  re-appearance,  it 

I  trust  that  the  excess  above  al-  may  be  presumed  that  the  expe- 

luded  to  will  be  provided  for,  with  rience  acquired  during  its  late  visita* 

the  same  liberality  which  prompted  tion  will,  (if  those  establishments  are 

the  original  grant.  to  be  maintained,)  enable  the  8eve« 

I   avail   myself   of  this   oppor-  ral  boards  of  health  to  improve  on 

tunity  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  the  regulations  adopted  by  them, 
making  provisions  for  the  possible        I  should  be  guilty  of  injustice  to- 

necessity  for  incurring  further  ex-  wards  individuals  compoeang,  and 

pense  on  the  same  account  during  connected  with  those  establishments^ 

the  current  year.  especially  the  gentlemen  of   the 

The  accounts  of  the  general  ex.  medical  profession,  were  I  to  pass 

penditure  of  the  province  during  the  over  in  silence  the  meritorious  ser- 

past  year,  are  in  a  forward  state  of  vices  performed  by  them,  in  the  dis. 

preparation,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  in  charge  of  an  arduous,  important, 

readiness  to  be  laid  before  you  at  and  ^in  many  instances)  an  invidious 

the  period  prescribed  by  legislative  duty.     The   nature  of  that  duty 

regulations.   Should  any  delay  take  being  altogether  new  in  this  country, 

place  in  rendering  these  accounts,  it  the  performance  of  it  was  attended 

is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  great  labour  with   many  difficulties  in  the  com. 

necessary  in  preparing  the  volumi-  mencement — these  have  been  gradu. 

nous  ,and  detailed  statements    re-  ally  overcome  through  the  united  ef- 

quired  from  the  executive  branch  of  forts  of  zeal  and  experience ;  and  I 
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trust  that  the  services  to  which  1  Address  to  the  King  by  the  LegisJa- 

nowallude,  will  be  duly  appreciated  five  Council,  on  the  state  ^  the 

by  the  pu  bl  tc,  for  whose  benefit  they  province* 
vvAfA  unoertalcGn 

The  gratuitous'  assistance  render-  ^"^*^*^'  "^"•'^•y'  ^P'^  ^  ^^• 

ed  to  the  poorer  classes  of  society  TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLExNT 

by  the  medical  faculty  throughout  MAJESTY, 

the  province,  is  also  entitled  to  warm  Mo«t  Gracious  Sovereign— 

commendation.  We,  your  majesty's  dutiful  and 

Before  I  take  leave  of  this  sub-  loyal     subjects,     the    Legislative 

juct,  and  close  the  present  address,  Council  of  Lower  Canada,  in  pro- 

I  must  not  omit  to  offer  the  tribute  vincial  parliament  assembled,  hav- 

of  praise  due  in  a  quarter,  which  I  ing  had  under  our  serious  consider- 

approach   with  sentiments  of  the  atioa,  the  dangerous  and  unconsti- 

most  profound  respect : — You  will,  tutional    proceedings,   adopted    by 

I  am  sure,  have  anticipated  me  when  the  assembly,  are   impelled  by  a 

I  add,  that  I  here  allude  to  the  me-  sense  of  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 

ritorious  exertions  of  the  clergy  in  your  majesty's  Canadian    people, 

general,  during  that  awful  visitation  humbly  to  approach  your  majesty's 

with  which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Pro-  throne,  with  a  representation  of  the 

vidence  to  afflict  this  land.     In  that  alarming  posture  of  the  afiaira  of 

season  of  terror  and  dismay,  when  this  province,  and  our  earnest  suppli- 

even  to  approach  the  dwellings  of  cation  for  immediate  and  effectual 

those  who  were  suffering  under  the  relief. 

influence  of  the  prevailing  disease  From  the  enviable  state  of  peace 
required  with  many  persons  an  ef-  and  prosperity,  to  which  we  had 
Ibrt  of  the  mind ;  the  ministers  of  attained  under  the  constitution,  be- 
religion  went  courageously  forth,  stowed  upon  us  by  your  majesty's 
and  entered  the  abodes  of  disease  royal  father,  and  the  imperisd  par- 
and  death,  were  there  to  be  found,  liament,  we  are  approaching  to  a 
day  aAer  day  and  night  afler  night,  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion — 
bending  over  some  devoted  victim  of  unceasing  attempts  are  made  to  de- 
the  fatal  malady  ;  and,  whilst  inhal-  stroy  the  coniidence  which  has 
ing  the  tainted  breath  that  issued  hitherto  subsisted  between  the  sub- 
from  his  distempered  frame,  pouring  jects  of  your  majesty  of  different 
words  of  comfort  and  consolation  in  origin  and  language — ^the  interests 
his  ear,  and  preparing  his  soul  for  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  and 
its  passage  into  another  state  of  ex-  the  wants  of  the  people,  are  neglect- 
istence.  Such  exalted  instances  of  ed  for  the  advancement  of  the  ca- 
self  devotion  are  far,  very  far,  be-  bals  of  party — ^your  majesty's  re- 
yond  the  reach  of  any  praise  that  I  presentative  is  falsely  charged  with 
have  the  power  to  bestow ;  and  I  partiality  and  injustice  in  the  exer- 
will  therefore  only  add,  that  by  their  cise  of  the  powers  confided  to  him  — 
conduct  during  the  late  pevalence  of  your  majesty's  officers,  both  civil 
disease  in  the  province,  the  clergy  and  military,  are  deliberately  libel- 
in  general,  have  acquired  new  claims  led,  as  a  combined  faction,  actuated 
upon  the  love,  the  gratitude,  the  by  interest  alone,  to  struggle  for  the 
veneration,  and  the  confidence  of  support  of  a  corrupt  government, 
the  people  committed  to  their  spirit-  adverse  to  the  rights  and  wishes  of 
ual  care.  the    people*— ^ma    thus    unmerited 
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abuse  has,  for  years  pasti  been  as 
frequoDt  within  the  walls  of  the  as- 
sembly as  without — nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  this  system  has  been 
adopted  and  urged  with  a  wicked 
intention  to  degrade  the  local  autho- 
rities in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and 
thereby  ultimately  to  render  them 
powerless  and  inefficient  for  the 
support  of  your  mijesty's  govern- 
ment in  this  province. 

Every  thing  indicates  a  continu- 
ance,  if  not  an  increase,  of  the  evils 
which  we  have  briefly  enumerated 
— for  while  your  majesty's  officers, 
and  particularly  the  judges  of  your 
majesty's  courts  of  law,  are  accused 
and  defamed,  a  competent  tribunal 
within  the  colony,  to  which  they 
might  appeal  for  trial  and  vindica- 
tion, is  refused — whereby  a  timid, 
instead  of  a  fearless  and  indepen- 
dent exercise  of  their  functions,  is  to 
be  apprehended ;  and  with  a  view 
to  the  completion  of  its  designs,  the 
assembly  has  ventured  on  the  dar- 
ing step  of  addressing  your  majesty 
to  render  the  legislative  council 
elective. 

The  crisis  at  which  we  have  ar. 
rived  is  pregnant  with  consequences 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  hap- 
piness and  welfare  of  your  majesty's 
subjects  in  this  province,  and  at  such 
a  moment  it  would  be  criminal  in 
the  legislative  council  to  withhold 
from  your  majesty  the  frank  and 
candid  avowal  of  its  sentiments. 

The  efforts  of  the  assembly  have 
been  obviously  directed  for  several 
years  past  to  the  attainment  of 
power  and  influence,  at  the  expense 
of  the  crown,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  constitutional  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  legislative  council. 
In  illustration  of  this,  we  respect- 
fully advert  to  the  persevering  en- 
deavours of  that  house  to  obtain 
the  entire  control  and  disposal  of 
all  the  provincial  revenue  and  in« 


come ;  refusing,  at  the  same  timev 
to  make  any  adequate  permaneDt 
provision  for  the  expenses  of  the 
civil  government,  and  to  provide 
for  the  judiciary,  to  the  conditions 
and  instructions  annexed  to  the 
votes  of  certain  sums  contained  in 
the  bill  of  supply,  sent  up  during 
the  present  session,  which  strike  at 
the  existence  of  your  majesty's  pre- 
rogative to  appoint  to  all  office  of 
honour  or  profit  in  the  colony, — to 
the  claim  advanced  by  the  assem- 
bly to  preserve  the  extensive  and 
important  part  of  your  majesty's 
dominions  (in  which  there  is  room 
for  millions  of  inhabitants,)  as  a 
colony  to  be  settled  only  by  Cana- 
dians of  French  origin  and  descent, 
contrary  to  the  just  and  manifest 
rights  of  your  majesty's  native 
bom  subjects — and,  lastly,  in  the 
attempt  to  induce  your  majesty  to 
adopt  measures  which  would  de- 
stroy the  equilibrium  of  the  consti- 
tution, by  substituting  an  elective 
council  for  the  intermediate  branch 
established  by  law.  In  reference 
to  the  pretension  last  noticed,  we 
humbly  entreat  your  majesty's  at- 
tention to  the  undeniable  fact,  that 
in  proportion  as  your  majesty  has 
graciously  been  pleased  to  increase 
the  constitutional  weight  and  effici- 
ency of  the  legislative  council,  by 
the  addition  of  members,  unconnect- 
ed with  the  local  administration,  and 
largely  taken  from  the  assembly 
itself  the  efforts  of  that  house  for  its 
entire  abolition,  have  become  more 
and  more  violent  and  daring. 

That  the  constitution  of  govern- 
ment established  in  this  province, 
under  the  act  passed  in  the  Slst 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  majesty. 
King  George  the  Third,  chapter  31, 
has  been  efficacious  in  promoting 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof  and  in  confinn- 
ing  their  attachment  to  the  British 
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throney  are  facts  powerfullj  at.  The  ooDStitution  enables  your 
tested  by  the  peaceable  submission  majesty  to  uphold  an  itidependent 
of  the  people  to  the  laws,  and  the  branch  of  the  legislature  by  a  judi* 
readiness  with  which  they  hsFe  on  cious  selection  of  the  members  cho- 
all  occasions  defended  the  province  sen  to  compose  it,  and  we  venture, 
against  foreign  aggression,  as-  well  with  all  humility,  to  state  to  your 
as  by  the  petitions  laid  at  the  foot  majesty,  that  a  branch  so  chosen  is- 
of  the  throne,  in  the  years  1814  essential  to  sustain  your  royal  pre- 
and  1828,  and  the  addresses,  at  rogative,  to  maintain  the  connexion 
those  periods,  of  the  assembly  itself,  which  happily  subsists  between  this- 
in  which  they  entreated  his  late  colony  anid  the  mother  country,  and 
majesty  and  the  imperial  parlia-  to  give  security  to  a  numerous  class 
ment  *<  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  of  your  majesty's  subjects  of  British 
of  Canada  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  origir^  now  numbering  about  on» 
the  constitution  as  established  by  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls, 
law,  without  any  change  what«  scattered  over  the  province,  whose 
eyer.**  interests  cannot  be  adequately  re- 
It  was  in  the  year  1831,  afler  presented  in  the  assembly,  seven* 
the  general  election  for  the  assem-  eights  of  the  members  whereof  are 
bly  now  in  session,  and  when  some  of  French  origin,  and  speak  thee 
grounds  <^  complaint  against  the  French  language, 
local  administration  were  in  course  It  is  under  the  circumstances 
of  bemg  redressed  by  the  interpod-  above  deseribed  that  the  assembly 
tion  of  the  imperial  goyemment,  have  proposed  to  year  majesty  to 
that  a  desire  for  a  change  in  the  abolish  this  house,  and  to  substitute- 
constitution  was  first  openly  avowed  in  its  place  a  council  to  be  elected 
in  that  body,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  by  proprietors  of  estates  of  tea 
astonishment,that  a  violent  and  reck*  pounds-  annual  value;  a  measure- 
less party  in  that  house,  should  be  well  conceived  to  further  the  desired 
able  to  induce  a  majority  of  its  mem*  object  of  obtaining  a  legislative 
bers  into  an  attempt  to  destroy  a  body,  in  all  respects  the  counter* 
form  of  government,  under  which  part  'of  the  assembly,  inasraucb 
your  majesty's  Canadian  people  as  that  would  virtually  embrace  the 
have  enjoyed  a  state  of  peace,  se*  whole  constituency  of  the  country, 
curity  and  contentment,  scarcely  Having  maturely  considered,  we 
exceeded  by  any  part  of  the  world,  trust  without  improper  bias,  the  na* 
and  against  which  no  considerable  ture  of  the  alterations  in  the  consti- 
portion  of  the  people  have  yet  for-  tution,  proposed  by  the  assembly,, 
mally  complained.  we  entreat  your  majesty  duly  to 
While,  therefore,  the  legislative  weigh  the  opinion  which  we  now 
council  desire  not  to  conceal  from  humbly  submit,  as  to  the  fatal  con* 
your  majesty  the  actual  state  of  the  sequences  which  may  be  expected 
province,  they  are  far  from  believing  to  result  from  such  a  change.  Its 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  more  immediate  effects  would  be  to 
yet  participate  in  the  views  and  render  all  offices  in  the  colony  elec 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  assem.  tive — to  unsettle  the  minds  of  your 
bly,  but  in  a  community  in  which  majesty's  subjects  of  British  origin 
learning  has  made  so  little  progress,  respecting  the  security  of  life  and 
even  the  well-disposed,  the  happy,  property,  which  they  now  enjoy — 
and  contented,  are  too  liable  to  be  to  prevent  their  further  increase 
misled  by  the  factious  and  designing,  through  emigration,  and  to  sever 
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the  ties  whidi  bind  the  coloay  to 
the  parent  state ;  while  its  ultimate 
result  would  bring  into  collision 
the  people  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  and  drench  the  country 
with  blood ;  for  it  is  our  solemn 
conviction  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Upper  Canada  will  never  quietly 
permit  the  interposition  of  a  French 
Kepubiic  between  that  province  and 
the  ocean* 

When  the  leaders  of  the  assen>- 
My  in  the  year  I83I9  first  openly 
declared  themselves  against  the 
constitution,  they  found  means  of 
inducing  a  member  of  this  house  to 
proceed  to  England  for  the  sole 
avowed  purpose  of  supporting  the 
petitions  of  the  assembly  to  your 
majesty,  and  they  have  since,  from 
year  to  year,  procured  the  prolonga- 
tion of  his  mission.  We  humbly 
submit  that  the  representations  made 
by  this  gentlemen  to  your  majesty's 
government,  ought  to  be  received 
with  extreme  caution,  because  the 
legislative  council  have  never  as- 
sented  to  his  mission — have  never 
had  any  official  communication  of 
any  instructions  given  to  him,  or 
despatches  received  from  him ;  and 
he  has  committed  a  gross  breach 
of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 


house,  by  receiving  a  large  annnat 
salary  from  the  assembly,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  without  the  sanction 
of  the  law,  paid  to  him  out  of  the 
public  money,  advanced  upon  the 
nmple  votes  of  that  house  for  defray- 
ing its  ordinary  contingent  expenses. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the 
legislative  council  earnestly  beseech 
your  majesty  to  take  into  your  seri- 
ous consideration  the  present  alarm, 
ing  posture  of  affairs  in  your  ma- 
jesty's once  happy  province  of 
Lower  Canada — to  be  graciously 
pleased  [to  recommend  to  the  im. 
penal  parliament,  to  anriend  the  act 
31  Greorge  IIL  chap.  31,  by  enact- 
ing a  sufficient  qualification  for  the 
members  of  the  assembly  of  this 
province]  and  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures, as  in  your  wisdom  will  tend 
to  tranquilize  the  minds,  to  main- 
tain the  constitutional  rights  and 
liberties  of  all  your  majesty's  sub- 
jects therein,  and  thus  guaranty 
the  permanence  of  the  existing  con- 
nexion between  the  colony  ami  the 
parent  state. 

The  several  t>aragraphs  of  the 
above  address  were  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  except  the 
last,  from  which  the  words  within 
brackets  are  expunged* 


UPPER  CANADA. 


The  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada 
was  prorogued  at  York  on  the  13th 
of  February,  1833. 

Crovemor^s  Speech, 

Hon.  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the 

House  of  Assembly— 

In  relieving  you  from  your  legis- 
lative duties,  I  may  state  with  con- 
fidence, that  many  of  the  measures 
resulting    from    the    consideration 


which  you  have  directed  this 
sion,  to  subjects  of  general  import- 
ance, as  well  as  to  those  bearing  on 
the  interests  of  particular  districts, 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  conducive  to 
the  prosperity  and  welfare  >of  the 
province. 

The  bill  passed  for  the  settlement 
of  claims,  founded  on  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  individuals  during  the  war, 
decides  a  question  which  His  Ma- 
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jesty's  goTernment  has  long  anx- 
iously  desired  to  bring  to  a  satisfac- 
tOTj  coQclusion;  and  enables  an 
arrangement  to  be  made  for  the  im. 
mediate  payment  of  that  proportion 
of  the  original  award,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  conditionally  liquida- 
ted by  the  lords  commissioners  of 
his  majesty's  treasury. 

The  enlarging  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion  of  the  courts  of  request,  will,  I 
trust,  tend  greatly  to  simplify  the 
practice  of  those  courts,  and  facili- 
tate the  disposal  of  cases  which  can 
be  brought  under  their  cognizance* 

The  enactment  which  you  have 
sanctioned  £ot  the  amendment  of  the 
penal  code,  must,  while  it  renders  the 
administration  of  justice  more  effica- 
cious, prevent  that  frequent  recur- 
rence of  mitigation  of  pimishment 
appointed  by  the  statutes,  which  has 
hitherto  necessarily  taken  place 
through  the  intervention  of  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  which 
enervated  the  general  authority  of 
the  law. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houee  of  Asiembly — 

1  have  to  thank  you,  in  his  ma- 
jesty^s  name,  for  the  supplies  which 
you  have  granted  for  the  public 
service,  and  £ot  carr3ring  on  public 
works  and  improvements,  and  for 
the  support  of  charitable  institu- 
tions. 

Hon.  Gentlemen  and  Gentlemen — 

An  efficient  measure,  having  in 
view  the  means  of  extending  in- 
struction in  every  township,  is  now, 
perhaps,  become  more  necessary, 
aod  would  prove  more  acceptable 


to  the  piovince,  than  at  any  Ibrmer 
period. 

During  the  recess,  much  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  by  you,  in 
different  townships  with  which  you 
are  in  constant  communication,  that 
may  assist  you  in  maturing  a  sys- 
tem for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object. 

With  respect  to  the  distribution 
of  school  lands,  I  may  assure  you 
that  should  it  be  desirable  to  select 
small  portions  of  land  for  the  espe- 
cial use  of  any  paiticular  district  or 
township,  such  arrangements  as 
may  be  required,  can  be  made  with- 
out difficulty.  Indeed  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  reservation  of  large 
blocks  of  land  for  the  mipport  of 
schools,  depreciates  the  valae  of  the 
endowment,  and  impedes  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country. 

Under  the  present  very  favour, 
able  circumstances,  in  availing 
yourselves  of  the  credit  and  re- 
sources of  the  province  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  riven,  and  to 
construct  harbors  and  canals,  you 
are,  doubtless,  providing  ample 
means  for  augmenting  the  capital 
of  the  colony ;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate  too  highly  the  advantage 
the  province  will  derive  by  esta- 
blishing carriage  roads  from  the 
canals  and  lakes  to  the  back  town- 
ships ;  although  the  outlay  in  form- 
ing them  would  be  great,  the  re- 
venue of  every  individual  would  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  ex- 
pense, and  capited  would  be  impel- 
led into  those  channels  which  are 
most  benefical  to  the  community. 


A^a 
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SPEECH  OP  THE   KING  OF  FRANCE  ON  THE   OPENING 
OF  TilE  CHAMBERS.— No?^.  19,  1882. 


tiofis  which  he  has  sworn  to  main* 
tain. 

We  have  had  to  deplore  in  the 
west,insurrcctJ0D8  and  odious  crimeB. 
The  maBS  of  the  population  have  not 
taken  any  part  in  it ;  and  whenerer 
the  rebellion  has  broken  out,  it  has 
been  speedily  extinguished.  Let, 
therefore,  the  culpable  authors  of 
civil  war,  who  have  so  many  tiroes 
desolated  those  districts,  lose  all 
hope  of  a  counter-revolution,  as  im- 
possible in  my  eyes  as  in  yours; 
for  they  find  us  unanimous  to  sup. 
press  it,  always  faithful  to  our  oalbs^ 
and  ready  to  unite  our  destmies  with 
those  of  the  country. 

A  reoent  event,  and  decisive  tar 
the  public  peace,  will  destroy  the 
last  illusions  of  this  party. 

Gentlemen,  at  Paris,  as  in  the 
west,  my  government  has  been  able 
to  borrow  from  the  existing  laws  all 
the  energy  compatible  with  justice. 
For  like  crimes  like  repression  is 
necessary.  In  these  critical  days  it 
was  necessary  that  the  defenders  of 
public  order  and  of  liberty  should 
find  in  the  firm  resolution  of  the 
governing  power  the  support  which 
they  demanded. 

It  will  be  your  task  to  examine 
whether  our  legislative  provisions 
do  not  require  in  ail  this  respect  to 
be  revised  and  completed,  and  by 
what  measures  the  safety  of  the 
state  and  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
may  at  6nce  be  guarantied. 

It  is  by  persevering  in  this  course 
of  moderation  and  justice  that  we 
shall  show  ourselves  faithful  to  the 
principles  of  our  glorious  revolution. 
This  is  the  system  which  you  have 
strengthened  by  your  concurrence* 
and  which  has  been  sustained  with 


Gentlemei 

I  am  glad»  after  a  long  separation, 
again  to  have  recourse  to  your  wis. 
doVn  and  support.  In  the  interval, 
my  government  has  been  exposed 
to  serious  trials.  It  has  overcome 
them  by  its  own  strength ;  it  has 
triumphed  over  factions. 

Deceived  by  the  generosity  of 
our  institutions,  by  our  respect  for 
the  guaranties  of  public  rights,  they 
have  miscalculated  the  strength  of 
a  legal  and  moderate  policy.  In 
Paris,  in  the  name  of  the  republic — 
in  the  west,  in  the  name  of  the  coun- 
ter revolution — they  have  attacked 
by  force  of  anna  the  established 
order. 

The  attempts  at  republicanism, 
as  w^  as  counter-revolution,  have 
been  quelled. 

The  days  of  the  5th  and  0th  of 
June  have  made  manifest  the  per- 
versity and  the  imbecility  of  the 
friends  of  anarchy.  They  have 
made  clear  the  danger  of  a  policy 
which  would  temporize  with  sub- 
vODsive  passions  instead  of  crushing 
them  in  their  birth.  Constitutional 
monarchy  has  recognised  its  true 
friends  and  its  true  defenders  in  that 
generous  population  of  Paris,  in  that 
intrepid  national  guard,  in  that  brave 
and  faithful  army  who  have  so  en- 
ergetically  repulsed  such  attempts. 

I  have  been  very  happy  that  my 
presence,  by  encouraging  good  citi- 
zens, has  hastened  to  put  down  se- 
dition. 

It  has  been  seen  what  force  a 
constitutional  king  may  find  in  the 
support  of  the  nation,  when  compel- 
led to  have  recourse  to  arms  to  de- 
fend the  crown  which  he  has  been 
called  on  to  wear,  and  the  institu- 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS.  S67 

so  great  coDSUiBcy  by  the  able  and  In  giying  to  the  kkig  (if  the  ^1- 

oouFBgeous  minister  whose  loss  ire  gians  my  dear  datighter,  I  have 

deplore.   Already  the  happy  effects  strengthened  by  a  new  tie  the  allU 

of  this  system  are  everywhere  felt,  ance  of  the  two  nations.     The  a<si 

Within,  confidence  reviTes ;  oom«  which  consecrated  this  solemn  uniony 

naeTce  and  industry  hare  resumed  will  be  laid  b^ord  you. 

their  course ;  Providence  has  spread  I  have  also  given  orders  to  my 

its  treasures  over  our  fields ;   the  ministers  to  communicate  to  you  the 

scourge  which  so  cruelly  desolated  treaty  concluded  on  the  4th  of  July, 

US,  has  gone  from  us,  and  every  1831,  between  my  government  and 

thing  promises  us  the  prompt  repa-  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

ration  of  the  evils  by  which  we  are  Thistransactionputsanendtothere. 

afflicted.  ciprocal  claims  of  the  two  countries. 

Without,  the  pledges  of  national  You  Will  also  be  informed  of  the 

prosperity  are  not  the  less  secure.  treaty  by  which   Prince  Otho  of 

I  haVe  every  reason  to  reckon  on  Bavaria  is  called  to  the  throne  of 

the   pacific  dispositions  of  foreign  Greece.     I  shall  have  to  request  of 

r>wers,  and  on  the  assurances  which  you   the   means    of  guaranteeing 

every  day  receive.  efiiciently  with  my  allies,  an  iddis* 

The  intimate  union  which   has  pensable  loan  for  the  consolidation 

been   formed  between  France  and  of  a  new  state,  founded  by  our  care 

Great   Britain,  will  be  to  both  na-  and  assistance, 

tions  a  fertile  source  of  welfare  and  I  request  that  our  flindamental 

of  strength,  and  to  all  Europe  a  new  legislation  may  be  promptly  com. 

guaranty  of  peace.  pleted.  The  laws  announced  by  the 

One  question  alone,  might  have  69th  article  of  the  Charter,  will  be 

prolonged  in  Europe  some  uneasi-  presented  to  you  in  the  course  of  the 

ness.     Notwithstanding  the  efforts  session. — You  will  have  to  delibe* 

of  my  government,  thetreaty  of  the  rate  on  the  responsibility  of  minis. 

15th  of  November,  1831,  which  was  ters,  on  the  departmental  and  muni- 

to    consummate  the  separation  of  cipal  administrations,  on  the  organi^i 

Belgium  and  Holland,  remained  un-  zation  of  public  instruction,  and  oa 

executed ;  the  means  of  conciliation  the  condition  of  officers, 

seem  to  be  exhausted ;  the  object  Several  other  laws  of  less  politic 

was  not  obtained.  I  considered  that  cal  importance,  but  of  great  interest 

such  a  state  of  things  could  not  con-  to  the  affairs  of  the  country,  will 

tinue    without    compromising    the  also  be  presented  to  you. 

dignity  and  interests  of   France.  I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  at  pre* 

The  moment  was  come  to  provide  sent  to  propose  to  you  any  reduc« 

for  the  execution  of  treaties,  and  to  tion  of  thepublic charges ;  our  duty 

fulfil  the  engagements  contracted  towards   Prance,  and  the  circum* 

towards    Belgium.     The   king  of  stances  in   which  we  are  placedf 

Great  Britain  has  participated  in  my  impose  on  us  still  heavy  sacrifices ; 

sentiments.     Our  two  flags  wave  but  the  general  position  of  Europe 

together    at    the    mouths    of   the  permits  us  to  anticipate  their  oon- 

Scheldt ;  our  army,  whose  discipline  elusion.     The  future  appears  to  u» 

and  good  spirit  equal  its  valour,  has  under  favourable  auspices ;  credit 

arrived  at  this  moment  under  the  is  sustained  and  is  strengthened,  and 

walls  of  Antwerp.      My  two  sons  indubitable  signs  attest  the  progress 

are  in  its  ranks.  of  national  wealth, 


888 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1893—83. 


A  few  eflbrti  mora,  and  the  last 
Inusas  of  the  anxieties  inaeparable 
from  a  great  revolution  will  disap- 
pear. The  feeling  of  confidence 
in  the  future;  and  then  will  be  rea- 
lized the  most  cherished  of  my 


wifllie»— 4hat  of  seeing  my  ooimtry 
raise  itself  to  the  he^t  of  pros- 
perity,  fer  which  it  has  a  right  to 
aspiiOy  and  of  being  able  to  say, 
that  my  efforts  have  not  been  nse- 
lesB  in  the  fulfilment  of  its  dffltiniefc 


SPEECH  OF  THE  KING  OP  HOLLAND. 


The  session  of  the  statesj-general 
of  Holland  was  opened  at  the  Hague 
on  the  15th  Oct.  1882  by  the  king 
in  person,  when  his  majesty  deliver- 
ed the  following  speech. 

Hi(h  Mightinewe 

During  the  last  months  of  the 
session  that  has  just  closed,  I  had 
some  hope  of  being  able,  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  session,  to  announce  to 
you  the  cessation  of  the  state  of  dis- 
quietude  in  which  the  country  has 
been  kept  fer  these  two  years,  in 
consequence  of  the  Belgian  revolu- 
tion. My  hopes  have  not  been  fully 
realized;  the  ferbearance  which 
North  Holland  has  displayed,  and 
the  sacrifices  I  imposed  upon  my- 
self,  instead  of  leading  to  a  reason- 
able solution,  have  of  late  only  in- 
creased the  exactions  it  is  sought  to 
ferce  upon  us* 

The  communications  that  will  bo 
made  to  you  by  my  orders,  respect- 
ing the  state  of  the  negotiations,  will 
convince  you  that  the  condescension 
of  which  we  have  given  proofs,  has 
reached  its  utmost  bounds^those 
which  are  fixed  by  the  honour,  the 
independence,  and  the  safety  of  the 
country.  In  the  meanwhile  I  am  hap. 
py  in  being  able  to  announce  to  you, 
that  I  have  received  from  the  foreign 
powers  fresh  marks  of  interest.  lam 
equally  happy  to  be  able,  in  this 
state  of  things,  to  assure  your  high 


mightinesses,  that  the  means  of  de- 
fence organized  along  oar  frontiefs 
are  on  the  most  satisfectory  feoting* 
and  that  our  land  and  sea  feroes 
merit  the  greatest  praise  fer  their 
discipline,  their  warlike  ardour»  and 
their  fidelity,  and  fully  answer  lo 
the  care  that  has  been  constantly 
bestowed  upon  them. 

If,  contrary  to  all  expectation}  the 
interest  of  the  country  should  re. 
quire  a  greater  display  of  ferces,  I 
am  even  now  prepared  fer  that  pur- 
pose with  all  the  necessary  means, 
fully  relying  on  the  assent  of  the 
nation. 

The  provincial  and  conmiunal 
administrations  have  terminated 
their  labours  relative  to  the  levy  of 
the  militia  and  communal  guards 
(Schuttereyen,^  fer  the  present 
year ;  these  labours  have  been  ex- 
ecuted with  promptitude  and  perfect 
order.  The  young  conscripts  man- 
ifest the  greatest  eagerness  in  join- 
ing  their  corps,  and  rival  our  old 
soldiers  in  faithfully  perferming  their 
duty.  The  fate  of  the  defenders  of 
the  country  has  excited  my  anxious 
solicitude.  All  the  supplies  of  the 
war  department  are  ensured  by  the 
generous  glfls  of  the  Netherlanders. 

Amidst  the  internal  and  satisfac- 
tory tranquillity  of  the  country,  our 
colonies  are  supplied  with  the  troops 
and  ships  necessary  fer  their  defencMB. 
The  fisheries  and  commerce  have 
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the  requisite  protectioQ. 
Tranquillity  also  prevails  in  our  pos- 
sessions beyond  sea.  A  more  eco- 
nomical administration,  which  we 
have  established  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  the  great  extension  given  there 
to  agriculture,  the  salutary  influence 
of  which  is  already  felt,  inspire  us 
with  a  hope  that  our  possessions  in 
the  East  Indies  will  soon  supply  our 
commerce  with  a  new  element  tend- 
ing to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Our  commerce  and  our  navigation, 
have  experienced  an  increase  rather 
than  a  diminution,  thanks  to  the  ac- 
tivity and  intelligence  of  the  mer- 
cantile classes,  and  ship  owners.  If 
the  fbrce  of  circumstances  has  di- 
verted them  from  their  primitive  di- 
rections, new  openings  for  enterprise 
have  been  made,  and  they  have  con- 
siderably extended. 

Thus  your  high  mightinesses  will 
perceive  that  we  still  occupy  among 
commercial  nations  the  rank  that 
belongs  to  us,  and  which  I  hope  to 
preserve  to  my  beloved  and  loyal 
subjectB,  in  spite  of  all  violent  and 
treacherous  attempts.  (Here  the 
king  mentioned  the  flourishing  state 
of  agriculture,  the  order  now  pre- 
vailing in  every  branch  of  the  ad- 
ministration,  the  excellent  state  of 
the  canals  and  dykes,  the  improve- 
ment of  literature  and  the  sciences, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  cholera 
in  Holland.) 

Several  important  laws  will  be 
presented  to  you.  Several  ques- 
tions for  modifying  the  civil  code  are 
ready  to  be  laid  before  you.  I  even 
entertain  a  hope  that  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  you  will  be  able  to  re- 
vise the  whole  of  the  civil  code. 

Following  up  the  measures  al- 
ready adopted,  I  shall  submit  to 
your  high  mightinesses  a  statement 


of  the  increase  in  the  wants  of  the 
state  for  next  year,  and  the  means 
that  have  been  thought  most  effica- 
cious to  supply  them. 

As  to  the  extraordinary  expmises 
which  may  result  from  a  prolonga- 
tion of  existing  circumstances,  I  wish 
to  continue  the  use  of  the  means 
which  you  have  found  eligible  for 
some  time  past,  and  which  the  per- 
sons  interest  have  adopted  without 
hesitation.  Thus  the  necessity  of 
forced  contributions  is  removed; 
public  credit  is  improving,  and  the 
treasury,  managed  with  order  and 
economy,  remains  in  a  state  to  an- 
swer every  demand. 

Nevertheless  the  burthens  which 
the  nation  has  to  support  continually 
are  heavy,  and  the  prospect  of  the 
future  is  still  gloomy ;  but  the  Neth. 
erlanders,  animated  with  a  sense  of 
honour  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
bear  them  with  resignation,  and 
gladly  bring  their  gifb  for  the  de- 
fence  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

These  sentiments  are  tranquiliz- 
ing  for  us.  A  nation  who  call  to 
mind  the  glory  of  their  ancestors^ 
and  who,  in  the  present  day,  dis. 
tinguish  themselves  by  their  love  of 
order  and  submission  to  the  lawSf  has 
a  right  to  the  respect  of  other  na- 
tions. 

It  is  in  the  approbation  of  the  na- 
tion and  in  the  sentiment  of  our  just 
rights,  that  we  find  the  most  power- 
ful support  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  interests  of  the  kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  well-grounded  hope  that, 
strengthened  by  measured  confi- 
dence in  the  decrees  of  the  AUnighty, 
we  shall  enable  our  compatriots, 
when  the  time  shall  come,  to  gather 
the  fruit  of  the  most  noble  persever- 
ance. 
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HOLLAND    AND    BELGIUM. 


Embargo  on  Dutch  vessels  taken  of. 

At  the  cxMiit  of  St.  James's,  the 
aOth  day  of  May,  1833,  present  the 
king's  most  excellent  majesty  in 
eooocil — ^It  is  this  day  ordered  by 
his  majesty  in  council,  that  his  ma- 
jesty's  order  in  council  of  the  6th  of 
NoTember  last,  directing  tMit  no 
•hips  or  vessels  belonging  to  any  of 
his  majesty's  subjects  be  permitted 
to  dear  out  for  any  of  the  ports 
within  the  dominions  of  the  king  of 
the  Netherlands  until  further  orders ; 
and  that  an  embargo  be  laid  upon 
all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands  which  then  were,  or  which 
should  thereafter  come  into  any  of 
the  ports,  harbours  or  roads  within 
any  part  of  his  majesty's  dominions ; 
and  that  the  commanders  of  his 
majesty's  ships  of  war  should  detain 
and  bring  into  port  all  merchant 
ships  and  vessels  bearing  the  flog  of 
the  Netherlands,  be  revoked,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  revoked  accord- 
ingly ;  and  it  is  hereby  further  or- 
dered, that  the  said  embargo  be 
taken  off,  and  that  all  such  ships 
and  vessels  be  permitted  to  depart 
with  their  cargoes  to  their  respec- 
tive ports  of  destinatioD ;  and  the 
right  hon.  the  lords  commissioners 
of  his  majesty's  treasury,  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  and 
the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
are  to  give  the  necessary  directions 
therein,  as  to  them  may  respectively 

•PP®        •         w^  L^  Bathxjrst. 


Convention  between  his  majesty  and 
the  king  of  the  French  on  the  one 
part^  and  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands on  the  other  part ;  together 


toUh  an  explanatory  article  there* 
unto  annexed*  Signed  at  Lomm 
don,  May  21,  1638. 

[TRAHSUkTIOF.] 

Thdr  majesties  the  kng  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  king  of  theFreoehy 
and  the  king  of  the  Netherlands^ 
grand  duke  of  Luxembaig,  being 
de^rous  of  re-establishing  the  rda* 
tions  between  them  as  they  existed 
before  the  month  of  November, 
1833,  have  for  that  purpose  resoiv- 
ed  to  conclude  a  convention,  and 
have  named  as  their  plenipotea* 
tiaries,  viz. — 

[Here  are  recited  the  names  and 
titles  of  the  'plenipotentiaries — who 
having  exchanged  their  fliU  powers, 
&c.] 

Art.  1.  Immediately  aAer  ibe 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
present  convention,  their  majesties 
the  king  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
king  of  the  French,  will  take  off 
the  embargo  which  they  have  pla- 
ced upon  the  ships,  vessels  and  goods 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  the  Netherlands ; 
and  oil  the  vessels  detained,  together 
with  their  cargoes,  shall  be  imme- 
diately released,  and  restored  to  their 
respective  owners. 

In  like  manner,  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  wiU  revoke 
the  measures  taken  in  his  states 
with  respect  to  the  English  and 
French  flags. 

Art  2.  At  the  same  period  the 
Netherland  troops,  both  of  the  royal 
navy  and  army,  at  present  detained 
in  France,  shall  return  to  the  states 
of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Ne- 
therlands with  their  arms,  baggage, 
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tatrtia^eBf  horses  and  other  effects 
belonging  either  to  the  corps  or  to 
individuals.  ^ 

Art.  3.  So  long  as  the  relations 
between  Holland  and  Belgium  shall 
not  be  settled  by  a  definite  treaty^ 
his  Netherland  majesty  engages  not 
to  recommence  hostilities  against 
Belgium,  and  to  leave  the  na* 
vigation  of  the  Scheldt  entirely 
free. 

Art.  4.  Immediately  af\er  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  pre- 
sent  convention^  the  navigation  of 
the  Meuse  shall  be  open  to  com- 
merce; and  until  the  definite  ar- 
rangement shall  be  made  in  this 
respect,  it  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  convention  signed 
at  Mentz  the  31st  of  March,  1881, 
fi>r  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine, 
so  far  as  those  provisions  may  be 
applicable  to  the  said  river. 

The  communications  between  the 
fortress  of  Msestricht  and  the  fron- 
tier of  North  Brabant,  and  between 
the  said  fortress  and  Germany,  shall 
be  free  and  without  impediment. 

Art.  5.  The  high  contracting 
parties  engage  to  occupy  them. 
Mves,  without  delay,  about  the  de- 
finitive treaty  which  is  to  fix  the 
relations  between  the  states  of  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands, 
grand  duke  of  Luxemburg,  and  Bel- 
gium.  They  will  invite  the  courts 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  to 
become  parties  thereto. 

Art.  6.  The  present  conven- 
tion shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  be  exchanged  at  Lon- 
don in  ten  days,  or  sooner  if  possi- 
ble. 

In  witness  thereof^  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  their 


names,  and  affixed  thereto  the  seals 
of  their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  2 1st  day  of 


May,  m 
1833. 


the  year   of  our    Lord 


S.)    Palmssstoa, 
S.)    Talubtsakd, 


Explanatory  Article, 

It  is  agreed  between  the  high 
contracting  parties,  that  the  stipula- 
tion relative  to  the  complete  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities,  contained  in  article 
3  of  the  convention  of  this  day,  com- 
prehends the  grand  duchy  of  Lux- 
emburg, and  that  part  of  Limburg 
which  is  provisionally  occupied  by 
the  Belgium  troops.  It  is  more* 
over  uoderstood  that  until  the  con- 
clusion of  the  definitive  treaty,  of 
which  mention  is  made  in  the  said 
aiticle  3  of  the  convention  of  this 
day,  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt 
shall  take  place  on  the  same  footing 
as  before  the  first  of  NoTember* 
1832. 

The  present  explanatory  article 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  vali- 
dity as  if  it  were  inserted  word  for 
word  in  the  convention  of  this  day. 
It  shall  be  ratified*  and  the  ratifica- 
tion exchanged  at  the  same  time  as 
those  of  the  said  convention. 

In  witness  thereof^  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the 
same,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
seals  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  London,  the  21st  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Loid 
1833. 

|L.  S.)  PALHBBSTOlf, 
L.  S.)  TALLXnUlfl), 
L.   S.)      DlDBL. 
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SPAIN. 


Bq^  of  Don  Carbi  to  the  Kin^i 
imfUatum  to  noear  allegiance  to 
hie  daughter  at  the  approaching 
Cortes. 

If 7  w«ll<4)el<rr6d  brother,  &4;^— 

This  morning,  at  ten  o'clock, 
Plazaola  came  to  me  to  say  thai 
your  minister  at  this  court,  Cordova, 
had  requested  to  know  when  it 
would  he  convenient  for  me  to  re- 
ceive a  communication  of  a  royal 
order.  He  was  answered  that  twelve 
would  he  a  fitting  time  for  such  a 
purpose.  He  returned  a  few  mi- 
nutes hefore  one,  and  I  immediately 
saw  him.  He  presented  me  with 
an  official  paper,  which  I  read,  and 
having  done  so,  I  said  that  my  dig- 
nity and  my  character  would  not 
permit  me  to  delay  in  stating  that 
you  were  my  king  and  my  lord,  and 
besides  my  brother,  and  always  my 
much  loved  brother,  further  endear- 
ed by  having  shared  in  all  your 
misfortunes. 

You  wish  to  know  whether  I  in- 
tend, yes  or  no,  to  swear  to  your 
daughter,  as  princess  of  Asturias. 
Now,  as  far  as  wishes  go,  you  will 
believe  me,  because  you  know  me, 
when  I  say,  that  with  all  my  heart 
would  I  take  that  oath,  and  that 
nothing  would  give  me  greater  plea- 
sure than  to  be  the  first  to  recognise 
your  daughter,  and  to  spare  you 
any  ofience  or  possible  inconve- 
nience  which  my  declining  to  do  so 
might  occasion.  But  my  conscience 
and  my  honour  do  not  permit  it ;  I 
possess  rights  so  legitimate,  that  I 
could  not  divest  myself  of  them — 


rights  which  God  gave  me  when 
it  was  his  pleasure  that  I  entered 
upon  existence,  and  which  God 
alone  can  take  away,  by  transfer- 
ring them  to  a  male  child  of  youra, 
which  I  desire  so  much,  it  may  be 
even  more  than  yourself  do.  More^ 
over,  in  this  I  am  defending  the 
justice  of  the  rights  of  all  those  who 
are  called  after  me,  and  therefore  I 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  transmit 
to  you  the  subjoined  declaratioQ, 
which  I  have  made  with  the  greatest 
formality,  and  addressed  to  all  the 
sovereigns,  to  whom  I  hope  you 
will  communicate  iL 

Adieu,  my  well-beloved  brother, 
and  be  assured  that  your  wel&re 
will  always  be  the  first  object  of  the 
prayers  of  your  afiectionate  bro- 
ther, Carlos. 

**  Declaration. 

*^  I,  Carlos  Marias  Isidore  de  Bor- 
bon  y  Borbon,  Infante  of  Spain, 
convinced  of  the  legitimate  rights 
which  I  possess  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  and  assured  that  your  ma- 
jesty has  no  heir  male  to  the  same, 
do  say,  that  neither  my  conscience 
nor  my  honour  permit  me  to  swear 
to,  or  recognise,  any  other  than 
those  rights,  and  this  I  solemnly 
declare.  To  the  senor  our  king, 
his  affectionate  brother  and  faithfid 
vassal, 

**  Thb  Infaitte  Don  Cablos  db 
Borbon  t  Borbon. 

<<  In  the  palace  of  Ramaha, 
the  20th  of  April,  1933." 


ACTS 

Passed  <U  the  Second  Session  of  the  Twenty-second  Congress  of 

t/ie  United  States, 

N.  B.    Andrew  Jackson,  President.    John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice  President  and  President 
of  the  Senate.    Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


CHAP.  1.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions, in  part,  for  the  support  of  Gk>- 
▼emment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and 
for  certain  expenditures  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two. 

CHAP.  2.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Revolutionary  and  other 
Pensioners  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thouscuid  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three. 

CHAP.  3.  An  Act  makine  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  on  the  Fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

CHAP.  4.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the 
children  of  Charles  Comb  and  Mar- 
guerite Laviolet,  his  wife. 

CHAP.  5.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Eugene  Borell. 

CHAP.  6.  An  Act  to  change  the  names 
of  William  B.  Finch  and  Elizabeth 
B.  Finch,  to  that  of  William  Comp- 
ton  Bolton,  and  Elizabeth  Bolton. 

CHAP.  7.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Easton,  an  assistant  Surgeon  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

CHAP.  8.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Matthews  Ploumoy,  and  R.  J.  Ward, 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi. 


CHAP.  10.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
William  6.  Keen  and  John  L.  Martini 
and  for  other  purposes. 

CHAP.  11.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  M'Cormick. 

CHAP.  12.    An  Act  to  establish  a  land 
office  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Sect.  1.  Be  U  enacted  by  tke  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  Ike  United 
States  of  America  in  Cont^ress  assnnbled^ 
That  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  which  is  comprehended  within 
the  following  boundaries,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  pasage  of  this  act,  constitute  t^ne 
land  district  for  the  sale  and  entry  of  the 
public  lands,  viz:  lying  between  the  thinl 
and  fourth  ranges  of  townships  south  of 
the  base  line,  and  east  of  the  principal 
meridian,  except  so  much  thereof,  as  lies 
north  of  the  river  Huron  of  Lake  Erie ; 
and  also,  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  ranges  of  townships,  south 
of  said  baseline,  and  west  of  said  princi- 
pal meridian.  And  there  is  hereby  estab- 
lished a  land  office  within  the  same,  to  be 
located  at  such  place  as  the  President,  in 
his  discretion,  snail  think  proper  to  desig- 
nate. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  under  the  existing  laws,  a 
rejgister  and  receiver  in  and  for  said  dis- 
trict, whose  compensation  shall  be  the 
same  as  provided  for  other  registers  and 
receiven. 


CHAP.  9.    An  Act  lor  the  idief  of    CHAP.  18.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Archibald  Gtamble.  heirs  of  Jean  Baptiste  Saucier. 
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CHAP.  14.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of    money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
William  A.  Tennille,  of  Georgia.  propnated,  to  such  importer  the  arooo^t  of 

such  excess  so  collected. 
CHAP.  15.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of        Sect.  2.    And  be  U  /urther  enaded^ 
George  Mayfield.  That,  in  all  cases  in  wluch  the  impaiias 

of  coffee,  tea,  or  cocoa,  which  remained  in 

CHAP.  16.     An  Act  for  making  Calais    the  custom  house  stores  on  the  thirty-first 

and  P'^nbroke,  in  the  stale  of  Maine,     day  of  December,  one  thousand  ei^  hnn- 

ports  of  delivery.  dred  and  thirty-one,  under  the  control  of 

the  proper  officer  of  the  customs,  shall  haxe 
SccT.  1.  Be  U  enncted  by  ike  Senate  been  compelled  to  pay  on  the  same  a 
and  House  of  Represtntalives  of  tke  United  greater  amount  of  duty  than  is  imposed  by 
States  of  America  in  Compress  assembled^  said  act,  on  coffee,  tea,  or  ooooa,  napoitai 
That  the  towns  of  Calais  and  of  Pem-  afler  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
broke,  in  (he  state  of  Maine,  shall  be  ports  thousand  ei^nt  hundred  and  thirty-<me,  the 
of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of  secn'tary  of  the  treasury  is  dire^ed  to  ra- 
Passama^uoddy.  ftind,  out  any  money  in  the  tseasury  not 

otherwise  appropriated,  to  such  importosy 
CHAP.  17.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of    the  amount  of  such  excess  so  collected. — 
Sylvester  Havens.  Approved,  Febniary  9,  1833. 


CHAP.  18.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  CHAP.  94.    An  Act  fertbei«H< 

Daniel  Johnson.  heirs  of  Nicholas  Hart,  deceased,  and 

the  heirs  of  John  Qrayson,  deoeasedy 

CHAP.  19.    An  Act  for  the   relief  of  and  Jacob  Boswoiih. 
Andrew  Moore. 

CHAP.  25.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the 

CHAP.  90.    An  Act  amendatory  to  an  administrator  of  the  late  Colond  John 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thornton,  deceased. 
Robert  C.  Jennings,  and  of  the  ex- 
ecutors   of  James   Roddy,  deceas-  CHAP.  96.    Anf  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
ed."  James  Brownlee. 

CHAP.  91.    An  Act   authorizing  the  CHAP.  97.    An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 

commissioner   of  the  general   land  Russell  Holchkiss  and  others,  ownen 

office  to  issue  patents  to  persons  there-  of  the  brig  Stranger, 
in  named. 

CHAP.  98.    An  Act   for  the  rdief  of 

CHAP.  99.    AnActfortherelief  of  Joel  Gabriel  Godfiroy  and  Jean  Bsiptisis 

Thomas.  Beaugraud. 

CHAP.  93.    An  Act  to  explain  an  act,  CHAP.  99.    An  Actfortherdief  Josiah 

entitled  *'An  act  to  reduce  the  duties  Barker. 

on  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa,"  passed  the 

twentieth  ofMay,  one  thousand  eight  CHAP.  30.    An  Aet  to  amend  an  mI» 

hundred  and  thirty.  entitled  "  An  aet  to  aker  and  amend 

an  act  to  set  apart  anddiqiose  of  oer- 

Sbct.  1.    Be  U  enacted  by  ike  Senate  tain  public  lands  for  the  encomrage- 

asid  House  of  Representatives  of  tke  United  ment  of  thecidtivationof  the  vine  and 

States  of  America  in  Congress  ottenMed,  olive;"  approved  nineteenth  Fefani- 

That  in  all  cases  in  which  the  importers  ary,  one  tnousand.eigfat  hundred  and 

of  cofiee  or  cocoa,  which  remained  in  the  thirty-one. 
custom  house  stores  under  the  bond  of  the 

importer,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decern-  CHAP.  30.  An  Aet  to  amend  an  set, 

her,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  entitled  "An  aet  sopplemeDtary  to 

shall  have  paid  on  the  same  a  greater  the  act  for  the  relief  or  certain  ^wvir- 

amount  of  duty  than  is  imposed  by  the  act  ing  officers  and  toldiera  of  the  revo> 

passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  one  hitum." 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  on 

coffee  or  cocoa,  imported  afler  the  thirty-  Sect.  1.    Be  it  enaetied  by  Ike  Senmfe 

first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eignt  and  Souse  ofBepresentaHves  of  tke  VtUied 

hundred  and  thirty,  the  secretary  of  the  States  of  America  in  Congress  asaemHed^ 

treasury  is  directed  to  refund,  out  of  any  That  the  second  sectioa  of  the  act,  cntitlfld 
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*^  An  act  su|>pleBieBtary  to  the  iM^t  for  the  Sfeetee,  and  for  other  purpoees^"  passed 

relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  sol-  ninth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

diers  of  the  revolution/'  approved    the  dred  and  sixteen,  and  the  act  in  auiend- 

seventh  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  ment  thereof,  passed  the  third  of  ISiarch, 

hundred  and  thirty-two,  shall  not  be  con-  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen : 

strued  to  embrace  invalid  pensioners ;  and  this  act  to  be  and  remain  in  force  thzee 

thai  the  pensions  of  invalki  soldiers  shall  years  from  and  after  its  passage, 
not  be  deducted  from  the  amount  receive- 

hk  by  them  under  the  said  act.  CHAP.  33.    An  Act  for  the  purchase  of 

Approved,  Felaruary  19,  1633.  certain  copies   of   Watterston   and 

Vanzandi's  statistical  tables,  and  to 

CHAP.  31.    An  Act  for  the  further  im-  authorize  a  subscription  for  a  con* 

provement  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  tinualion  of  the  same. 

CHAP.  33.    An  Act  for  the  pa3rment  of  CHAP.  34.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

horses  and  arms  lost  in  the  inilitary  John  D.  Sloat. 
service  of  the  United  States,  against 

the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  lUinois  CHAP.  35.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

and  the  Michigan  territory.  Crosby  Arey. 

Sect.  1.    B€  U  enacUd  by  the  Senate  CHAP.  36.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

find  HmM  of  Bt^eseidaLives  of  ike  United  Blnoch  Wilhoet, 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 

That  any  mounted  militiaman  or  volun-  CHAP.  37.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

teer  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  Willinito  P.  Zantzinger. 
Slates,  in  the  late  expeditions  against  the 

Indians,  on  the  fit>ntier8  of  Illinois  and  CHAP.  38.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  who  sustained  tions  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
dama^  by  Uub  loss  of  any  horse  which  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
was  kiUed  in  battle,  or  died  m  consequence  thirty-three, 
of  a  wound  received  therein,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  CHAP.  39.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
United  States,  to  furnish  such  horse  with  tions  for  Indian  annuities,  and  other 
sufficient  forage  whilst  in  the  service,  or  in  similar  objects,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
eonsequence  of  the  owner  being  disinount-  sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
ed,  or  separated  and  detached  from  the 

same,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer,  CHAP.  40.    An  Act   to  authorize  the 

or  in  consequence  of  the  rider  being  killed  leasing  out  and  constructing  a  road 

or  wounded  in  battle,  shall  be  allowed  and  fromeLime  Creek  to  the  Chatahooche, 

paid  the  value  of  sudi  horse  at  the  time  of  and  for  reparing  the  road  on  which 

going  into  service:  Provided,  Such  loss  the  mail  is  now  transported, 
was  not  the  result  of  negligence  on  the  part 

of  the  owner;  the  time  employed  in  going  CHAP.  41.    An  Act  to  authorize  the  le- 

to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  returning  gislature  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  to  sell 

home  after  being  discharged,  to  be  taken  the  land  reserved  for  the  support  of 

and  considered  as  actueJ  service.  .    religion  in  the  Ohio  Company's,  and 

Sect.  2.    And  be  it  fwrtker  enacted,  John  Cleeves  Symmes'  purchases. 
That  any  parson  in  the  aforesaid  service 

of  the  United  States,  as  a  volunteer  or  CHAP.  42.    An  Act  further  to  extend 

drafted  militiamen,  who  furnishes  [1]  him-  the  time  for  entering  certain  donation 

self  with  arms  and  military  accoutrements,  claims  to  land  in  the  territory  of  Ar- 

and  has  sustained  loss  by  the  capture  or  kansas. 
destruction  of  the  same,  without  fault  or 

l!S'^5°fi.°"  hi.  part,  8haU  be  aUowed  cHAP.  43.    An  Act  for  th«  reUef  of 

That  all  claims  arising  under  this  act 

ahall  be  examined,  sdlowod,  and  paid  in  the  -,-,.^    ^,      -       ^       ,       ,        ,.  *    * 

same  manner,  by  the  thiid  auditor,  that  CHAP.  44.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

•imilar  daims  were  under  "  an  act  to  Abraham  Adams. 

authorize  the  payment  of  property  lost, 

eaptured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  CHAP.  45.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the 

in  the  military  service  of  the  United  wkfow  of  Joseph  Knight. 
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CHAP.  46.  An  Act  for  tlie  relief  of 
Glover  Broughton,  of  Maiblehead, 
late  owner  of  the  fishing  schooner 
Union;  and,  also,  for  the  relief  of  the 
crew  of  said  vessel. 

CHAP.  47.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Josiah  P.  Creesy,  and  others. 

CHAP.  48.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
John  S.  Delvin. 

CHAP.  49.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Donelson. 

CHAP.  50.  An  Act  for  the  relief  [of] 
Riddel,  Becktle,  and  Headington. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  SeruUe 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  tne  proper  accounting  officers  pay 
unto  Riddle,  Becktle,  Headington,  and 
company,  or  to  their  legal  representatives, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  twenty- 
eiffht  cents,  with  interest  from  twenty-sixth 
^fay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  in  full  of  the  damages  and  interest 
on  a  protested  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by 
Bartholomew  Shaumbur^,  a  deputy  quar- 
ter master  general  of  the  United  States,  in 
favour  of  the  said  Riddle,  Becktle,  and 
Headington,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  presented  at 
the  treasury  department  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  and  paid  the  fourth  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen ;  it  being  the  interest  and  damages 
which  accumulated  on  the  said  bill  of  ex- 
change, from  the  twenty-sixth  May,  one 
tliousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  to 
the  fourth  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  anci  thirteen. 

Approved,  February  27th,  1833. 

CHAP.  51.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Wilson,  deceased. 

CHAP.  53.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Archibald  Watt. 

CHAP.  53.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  government  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

CHAP.  54.  An  Act  to  modify  the  act 
of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thou- 


■and  eig^  handred  tnd  tliiity4^ 
and  all  other  acts  impoatng  duUee  oa 
imports. 

Sect.  1.  Be  U  enacted  bf  the  Senatt 
and  House  of  Bepreseniatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assewMtd, 
That  from  and  after  the  tMrtj-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  Iniiiared 
and  thirty  three,  in  all  caaes  where  duties 
are  imposed  on  foreign  imports,  by  the 
act  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
entitled  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  nets  imposing  duties  on  impoHs,** 
or  by  any  other  act,  shall  exceed  twentv 
per  centum  on  the  value  thereof,  one  tenth 
part  of  such  excess  shall  be  deduded; 
from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  another  tenth  part  thereof  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  another  tenth 
part  thereof  shall  be  deducted ;  from  and 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eient  hundred  and  thirty  ninei 
another  tenth  part  thereof  shall  be  dedodr 
ed;  and  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  ^gfat  htmdred 
and  forty-one,  one  half  of  the  residue  of 
such  excess  shall  be  decucted :  and  firom 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  the 
other  half  thereof  shall  be  deducted. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July  aforesaid,  as 
fixes  the  rate  of  duty  on  all  milled  and  ftd- 
led  cloth,  known  by  the  names  of  irfains, 
kerseys,  or  kendal  cottons,  of  whicn  wool 
is  the  only  material,  the  value  whereof 
does  not  exceed  thirty-five  cents  a  square 
yard,  at  five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  shall 
oe,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  And 
the  said  articles  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum,  as  is  provided  by 
the  said  second  section  for  other  manofao- 
tures  of  wool ;  which  duty  shall  be  liable 
to  the  same  deductions  as  are  prescribed 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  U  furiktr  enacted. 
That,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  the 
duties  im]x>sed  by  existing^  laws,  as  modi- 
fied by  this  act,  snail  remain  and  continue 
to  be  collected.  And  ft^m  and  after  the 
day  last  aforesaid^*  all  duties  upon  imports 
shall  be  collected  in  ready  money;  and  all 
credits  now  allowed  by  law,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are 
abolished;  and  such  duties  shall  be  laid 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as 
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maybe  necessary  to  an  economical  ad- 
mijustrationof  thegoTemment;  and  from 
and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  the  duties 
required  to  be  paid  by  law  on  goods,  wares 
cmd  merchandise,  snail  be  assessed  upon 
the  value  thereof  at  the  port  where  the 
same  shall  be  entered,  under  such  regula- 
tions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sect.  4.  Ana  be  U  furUur  enacted. 
That,  in  addition  to  the  articles  now  ex- 
empt by  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  the  existing  laws,  from  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  the  following  articles  im- 
ported from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  Deconber,  one  thousand  eieht  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  and  until  the  uirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aixl 
forty-two,  shall  also  (be)  admitted  to  en- 
try, free  from  duty,  to  wit:  bleached  and 
unbleached  linens,  table  linen,  linen  nap- 
kins^ and  linen  cambrics,  and  worsted 
stuff  goods,  shawls,  and  other  manufac- 
tures of  silk  and  worsted,  manufactures  of 
silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  the  compo* 
nent  material  of  chief  value,  coming  from 
this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ex- 
cept sewing  silk. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  eruicted, 
That  from  and  after  tlie  said  thirtieth  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  the  following  articles  shall  be 
admited  to  entry,  free  from  duty,  to  wit: 
indigo,  C|uicksilver,  sulphur,  crude  saltr 
petre,  grmdstones,  refined  borax,  emory, 
opium,  tin  in  plates  and  sheets,  gum  Ara- 
bic, gum  Senega],  lac  dye,  madder,  mad- 
der root,  nuts  and  berries  used  in  dying, 
saffron,  tumeric,  woad  or  pastel,  aloes, 
ambergris.  Burgundy  pitch,  cochineal, 
camomile  flowers,  coriander  seed,  catsup, 
chalk,  coculus  indicus,  horn  plates  for  lan- 
terns, ox  horns,  other  horns  and  tips,  In- 
dia rubber,  manufactured  ivory,  juniper 
berries,  miuk,  nuts  of  all  kinds,  oil  of  juni- 
per, unmanufactured  rattans  and  reeds, 
tortoise  shell,  tin  foil,  shellac,  vegetables 
used  principally  in  dying  and  composing 
dyes,  weld,  and  all  articles  employed 
cniefly  for  dying,  except  alliun,  copperas, 
bichromate  of  potash,  prussiate  of  potash, 
chromate  of  potash,  and  nitrate  of  lead, 
aqua  fortis,  and  tartaric  acids.  And  all 
imports  on  which  the  first  section  of  this 
act  may  operate,  and  all  articles  now  ad- 
mitted to  entry  from  duty,  or  paying  a  less 
rate  of  duty  then  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  before  the  said  tnirtieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  from  and  after  that  day  may  be 
athnitted  to  entry  subject  to  such  duty, 
not  exceeding  twenty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 


Sect,  6.  And  be  it  fwrtker  enacted. 
That  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  or  of  any  other  act  as  ia 
inconsistent  with  this  act.  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herem  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prevent  the  passage,  prior 
or  subsequent  to  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  of  any  act  or  acts,  from  time  to 
time,  that  may  be  necessary  to  detect,  pre- 
vent or  punish  evasions  of  the  duties  on 
imports  unposed  by  law,  nor  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  act,  prior  to  the  30th 
day  of  June,  one  tnousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  in  the  contingency  either  of 
excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue,  altering 
the  rates  of  duties  on  articles  which,  by 
the  aforesaid  act  of  fourteenth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  are  subject  to  a  less  rate  of  duty  than 
twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  exceed  that  rate,  and  so 
as  to  adjust  the  revenue  to  either  of  the 
said  contingencies. 

CHAP.  55.  An  Act  making  appropria* 
tions  for  the  Indian  Department  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three. 

CHAP.  56.    An  Act  ftirther  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
That  whenever,  by  reason  of  unlawful 
obstructions,  combinations,  or  assembla- 
ges of  persons,  it  shall  become  impractica- 
ble, in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to 
execute  the  revenue  laws,  and  collect  the 
duties  on  imports  in  the  ordinary  way,  in 
any  collection  district,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  direct  that  the 
custom-house  for  such  district  be  establish- 
ed and  kept  in  any  secure  place  within 
some  port  or  harbour  of  such  district,  either 
upon  land  or  on  board  any  vessel;  and, 
in  that  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  col- 
lector to  reside  at  such  place,  and  there  to 
detain  all  vessels  and  careoes  arriving 
within  the  said  district,  until  the  duties  im- 
posed on  said  cargoes,  by  law,  be  paid  in 
cash,  deducting  interest  according  to  ex- 
isting laws ;  and  in  such  cases  it  shall  be 
unlawful  to  take  the  vessel  or  cargo  from 
the  custody  of  the  proper  officer  of  the 
customs,  unless  by  process  from  some 
court  of  the  United  States;  and  in  case  of 
any  attempt  otherwise  to  take  such  vessel 
or  cargo  by  any  force,  or  combination,  or 


I 
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MMmbUce  of  penoDS  too  gf«tt  to  be  United  Stales,  in  and  ihr  the  dii^ 

OTereomeby  the  officere  of  the  euetoms,  it  in  whieh  the  defendant  sfaaU  have  bem 

■haU  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  "erred  with  prooen,   aeamg   forth  ite 

ofthe  United  Stales,  or  «ich  person  or  pei^  nature  of  said  suit  or  prooeo^on,  and 

aons  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  that  Teriiying  the  said  peutionby  affidaTii,  to- 

wiipoae,  to  empfoy  such  part  of  the  land  gether  with  a  certificate  -signed  by  an 

or  naval  forces,  or  miUtSa  of  the  United  attorney  or  counseUor  at   Uw  of  aone 

States  as  maybe  deoned  necessary  for  the  court  of  record  of  the  stale  m  wfaidifln^ 

purpose  of  preventing  the  removal  of  such  suit  shall  have  been  commniced,  or  of  the 

vessel  or  cargo,  and  protecting  the  oflScers  United  States,  scain|  forth  that,  as  cownad 

of  the  cnatoras  in  retaining  the  custody  for  the  petitioner,  he  haa  examined  tiis 


thereof.  pnKoedings  against  him,  and  haa  caw- 

SncT.  3.    Jknd  be  U  fuiriJUr  enacted,  faUy  inquired  mto  all  the  matters  set  forth 

That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  courts  in  the  petiuon,  and  that  he  bdieves  the 

of  the  United  States  shaU  extend  to  idl  same  to  be  true;  which  petition,  affidav* 

eases,  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the  and  certificate,  shall  be  pieaeaied  to  the 

leveaue  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  said  circuit  court,  if  in  session,  and  if  no^ 

which  other  provisions  are  not  already  to  the  clerk  thereof,  at  his  office,  and  ah^ 

made  by  law;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  filed  in  said  office,  and  the  cause  shall 

receive  any  injury  to  his  person  or  pro-  thereupon  be  entered  on  the  <h>cket  of  the 

perty  for  or  on  account  of  any  act  by  him  said  court,  and  shall  be  thereafter  proceed" 

done,  under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  ed  in  as  a  cause  originally  oosmnenced  m 

for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  oir  the  that  court;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 

collection  of  duties  on  imports,  he  shall  deik  of  said  court,  if  the soit  werecosa* 

be  entitled  to  maintain  suit  for  damage  menced  in  the  court  below  by  mnunons, 

therefor  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  to  issue  a  writ  of  ceitiOTari  to  the  stale 

States  in  the  district  wherein  the  party  court,  requiring  said  court  to  send  to  the 

doinf  the  injury  may  reside,  or  shall  be  said  circuit  court  the  record  and  proeeed- 

found.    And  all  property  taken  or  de-  ings  in  said  cause;  or  if  it  were  commeno- 

tained  by  any  officer  or  other  person  un-  ed  by  capias,  he  shall  issue  a  wnl  of 

dcr  authority  of  any  revenue  law  of  the  habeas  coipus  cum  causa,  a  dupbeaie  of 

United  States  shall  be  irrepleviable,  and  which  saicf  writ  shall  be  delivered  tome 

shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  custody  of  the  cleric  of  the  state  court,  or  left  at  his  office 

law,  and  subject  only  to  the  orders  and  by  the  marshal  of  the  district,  or  hi8de> 

decrees  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  puty,    or  some  person  duly  authorized 

having  jurisdiction  thereof.    And  if  any  thereto;    and,  thereupon  it  shall  be  the 

person  shall  dispossess  or  rescue,  or  at^  duty  of  the  said  state  court  to  stay  all  .for- 

tempt  to  dispossess  or  rescue,  any  pro-  ther  proceedings  in  such  cause,  and  the 

perty  so  taken  or  detained  as  aforesaid,  or  said  suit,  or  prosecution,  upon  deliveiiyof 

shall  aid  or  assist  therein,  such  person  such  process,  or  leaving  the  same  as  afore> 

shall  be  deemed  suilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  said,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  moved 

and  shall  be  liabte  to  such  punishment  as  to  the  said  circuit  court,  and  any  further 

is  provided  by  the  twenty-second  section  proceedings,  trial  or  judgment  therein  in  the 

of  the  act  for  the  pimishment  of  certain  state  court  shall  be  wholly  null  and  void. 

<rimes  a^nst  the  United  States,  approved  And  if  the  defendant  in  any  such  suit  be  in 

the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  anno  Domini  actual  custody  on  mesne  process  therein,  it 

one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshal,  by  virtus 

for  the  wilful  obstruction  or  resistance  of  of  the  writ  of  habeas  coipus  cum  causa, 

officers  in  the  service  of  process.  to  take  the  body  of  the  defendant  into  his 

Sbct.  3.    And  be  it  further  eitaded,  custody,  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  said  cause 

That  in  any  case  where  suit  or  prosecu-  according  to  the  rules  of  law  and  the  order 

tion  shall  be  commenced  in  a  court  of  any  of  the  circuit  court,  or  of  any  judge  thereof, 

state  against  any  officer  of  the  United  in  vacation.    And  ail  attachments  made 

States,  or  other  person,  for  or  on  account  and  all  bail  and  other  security  given  upon 

of  any  act  done  under  the  revenue  laws  of  such  suit,  or  prosecution,  shall  ht  and  con* 

the  United  States,  or  under  colour  thereof,  tinue  in  like  foroe  and  effect,  as  if  the  same 


or  for  or  on  account  of  any  right,  author-  suit  or  prosecution,  had  proceeded  to  final 

it^,  or  title,  set  up   or  claimed  by  such  judginent  and  execution  m  the  stale  court. 

oer,  or  other  person,  under  any  such  And  if,  upon  the  remoTal  of  any  such  suit, 

jt  . «  ^  ▼-  _  *  A  ■     1   £*•»      A  'a       \_      11     1_         I  •  •  1        %■  s  s      ^  ,  ,  _  _  ■ 


oini 


law  of  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  law-    or  prosecution,  it  shall  be  made  to  appear 


fill  for  .the  defendant  in  such  suit,  or  pro-    to  the  said  circuit  court  that  no  copy  of 
secution,  at  any  time  before  trial,  up-    record  and  proceedingstherein,  in  the  state 
on  a  petition  to  the  circuit  court  of  the    court,  can  be  obtained,  it  shaJl  be  lavrfisd 
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Amt  said  circuit  ooort  to  allow  and  require 
the  plaintiff  to  proceed  de  novo^  and  to  file 
a  declaration  of  his  cause  of  action,  and 
the  parties  may  thereupon  proceed  as  in 
actions  originaUy  brought  m  said  circuit 
oourt;  and  on  failure  of  so  proceeding, 
jiM^ment  of  non  pros,  may  be  rendered 
against  the  plaintiff  with  costs  for  the  de- 
f^idant. 

8bgt.  4  And  be  it  furtAer  eTUutej^^ 
That  in  any  case  in  which  any  party  is, 
or  may  be  by  law,  entitled  to  copies  of  the 
reooid  and  proceedings  in  any  suit  or  pro- 
secution in  any  state  court,  to  be  used  in 
any  oourt  of  the  United  States,  if  the  clerk 
of  said  state  court,  shall,  upon  demand, 
and  the  payment  or  tender  of  the  leeal  fees, 
reftise  or  neglect  to  deliver  to  suoi  party 
certified  copies  of  such  record  and  prooeed- 
ines,  the  court  of  the  United  States  in 
which  such  record  and  proceedings  may 
be  needed,  on  proof,  by  affidavit,  that  tlM 
olerk  of  such  state  court  has  refused  or 
neglected  to  deliver  copies  thereof,  on  do- 
mfuod  as  aforesaid,  may  direct  and  allow 
such  reooid  to  be  suppued  by  affidavit  or 
othon^ise,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
siay  require  and  allow;  and,  thereupon, 
such  proceedinp*,  trial,  and  judgment,  may 
be  had  in  the  saxi  court  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  such  processes  awarded,  as  if  certi- 
fied copies  of  such  records  and  proceedings 
had  been  regularly  before  the  said  court. 

Sbgt.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^ 
That  whenever  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  officially  informed,  by  the 
authorities  of  an^  state,  or  by  a  judge  of 
any  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United 
(Stales,  in  the  state,  that  within  the  limits 
of  such  state,  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  execution  thereof,  or  of  any 
process  from  the  courts  of  the  Un  ited  States, 
18  obstructed  by  theemployment  of  military 
foroe,  or  by  any  other  unlawful  means,  too 
great  to  be  c/vefcome  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceeding,  or  by  tlie 
powers  vested  in  the  marshal  by  ezisdn^ 
laws,  it  shall  be  lawfUl  for  him,  the  PresH 
dent  of  the  United  Stales,  forthwith  to  issue 
his  proclamation,  declaring  such  foct  or 
information,  and  requiring  all  such  mili- 
tary and  other  force  forthwith  to  disperse: 
and  if  at  any  time  after  issuing  sucn  pro- 
clamation, any  such  opposition  or  obstruc- 
tion shall  be  made,  in  the  manner  or  by  the 
means  aforesud,  the  President  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  authorized,  promptly  to  era- 
ploy  such  means  to  suppress  the  same, 
and  to  cause  the  said  laws  or  process  to  be 
duly  executed,  as  are  authorized  and  pro- 
vided in  the  cases  therein  mentioned  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  huiSdved  and  ninety-five, 


entitled,  "  An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  repel  in* 
vasions,  and  to  ca>eal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  that  purpose  ;'^  and  also,  by  the  act  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  entitled  *'  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  employment  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in  cases 
of  insurrection." 

SfiCT.  6.  Afid  be  U  fitrtker  enaded, 
That  in  any  state  where  the  jails  are  not 
allowed  to  be  used  for  the  imprisonment  of 
persons  arrested  or  committed  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  where  houses 
are  not  allowed  to  be  so  used,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  marshal,  under  ths 
direction  of  the  judge  of  the  United  Stittes 
for  the  proper  district,  to  use  other  convo- 
nient  places,  within  the  limits  of  said  state, 
and  to  make  such  other  provision  as  ho 
may  deem  expedient  and  necessary  for  that 
pun>ose. 

Sect.  7.  And  be  U  Jwiker  enuded^ 
That  either  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  or  a  judge  of  an^r  district  court  of 
the  United  states,  in  addition  to  the  autho- 
rity already  conferred  by  law,  shall  ha*^ 
power  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in 
all  cases  of  a  prisoner  or  prisoners,  m  iail 
or  confinement,  where  he  or  they  shall  be 
committed  or  confined  on  or  by  any  au- 
thority or  law,  for  any  act  done,  or  omitted 
to  be  done,  in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  order,  process,  or  de- 
cree, of  any  judge  or  court  thereof,  any 
thing  in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  And  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  to  whom  such  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  may  be  directed,  shall  refUse 
to  obey  tne  same,  or  shall  neglect  or  refiise 
to  make  return,  or  shall  mcdce  a  folse  re- 
turn thereto,  in  addition  to  the  remedies 
already  given  by  law.  he  or  they  shaQ  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  oe  guilty  of  a  mi^* 
demeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  before 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be 
punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not 
cxoeedine  six  months,  or  by  either,  accor- 
ding to  the  nature  and  ag^javation  of  die 


Sect.  8.  And  be  U  fwriJm'  enacted. 
That  the  several  provisions  contained  in 
the  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  act,  shall 
be  in  foroe  until  the  end  of  the  next  se^ 
sion  of  Congrese,  and  no  longer. 

CHAP.  57.  An  Act  to  explain  and 
amend  the  eighteenth  section  of"  An 
aet  to  alter  and  amend  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports^* 
approved  the   fourteenth  July,  oM 
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thousand  eight  hundied  and  thiity* 
two. 

SccT.  1.  Beii  enacted  by  the  Senate 
eu^  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
Thai  all  articles  upon  which  the  duties 
were  reduced  hy  "  An  act  to  alter  and 
■mend  the  seyenu  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,"  am>roTed  the  fouiteenth  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  which  may  not  have  been  depo- 
•ited  under  the  provisions  of  the  eighteenth 
■action  of  the  act  aforesaid,  whether  the 
■aid  articles  were  imported,  or  the  duties 
thereon  were  secured  or  paid,  before  or 
after  the  passage  of  said  act,  may,  to  ob- 
tain the  benefit  of  said  act  and  this  amend- 
ment thereto,  be  deiiosited  at  any  time 
before  the  1st  of  April  next,  in  the  cusr> 
tom-hottse  stores,  or  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed in  the  following  section,  by  the 
importer,  consignee,  or  any  subsequent 
purchaser  or  owner,  and  all  wines  now  in 
Dond,  or  which  may  be  imported  at  any 
lime  previous  to  the  fourth  day  of  March 
one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  and  which  may  remain  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  customs  on  that  day,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and  of 
that  to  which  it  is  an  amendment:  Pro- 
videdf  That  no  merchandise  imported  in 
packages,  bales,  or  casks,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  or  of  that  to 
which  it  is  an  amendment,  unless  they  are 
as  orinnally  imported :  and  that  all  arti- 
cles placed  m  the  custody  of  the  customs 
under  this  act  shall  so  remain,  for  inspec- 
tion and  examination,  till  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  next:  Provided^  dlw.  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  extend  the  provisions 
thereof  to  any  merchandise,  which,  under 
the  existing  laws  would  not  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  drawback. 

Sect.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted. 
That,  in  all  cases  where  the  quantity  of 
merchandise  entitled  to  the  benefits  ot  the 
acts  aforesaid  shall  exceed  ten  packages, 
bales,  or  casks,  or  where  the  article  may 
be  in  bulk,  or  otherwise  than  in  packages, 
bales,  or  casks,  the  collector  of  the  district 
where  the  same  may  be,  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  direct  that  the  said  merchandise 
shall  not  be  removed  from  the  warehouse 
of  the  owner,  but  that  the  same  shall  be 
there  placed  in  the  custody  of  a  proper 
officer  of  the  customs,  who  shall  examme 
the  same,  and  keep  them  under  the  keys 
of  the  custom-house,  till  the  first  of  April, 
as  aforesaid:  Provided^  The  collector 
shall  consider  the  same  a  safe  place  of  de- 
posite,  and  that  application  be  made  to 


him  for  that  puipose  <m  or  before  the 
twenty-fifth  Man^  nexL 

Sect.  3.     And  be  it  fariker  enmded^ 
That  all  articles  remaining  under  the  oob- 
trol  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  mirtfflmr, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  on 
the  first  April  next,  and  all  wines  whidi 
shall  remam  in  the  same  manner  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  be  ai^bjeet 
to  no  higher  duty  than  would  be  levied 
under  tM  act  aforementioned,  approved 
the  fourteenth  of  July  lart;   and  if  any 
higher  duty  shall  have  beim  paid,  aocA 
excess  shall  be  refimded,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  apprc^inaled, 
to  the  person  placing  the  same  in  the  eo»> 
tody  of  the  customs,  and  any  outstanding 
bond  or  bonds  which  may  have  been  given 
for  duties  on  the  same  shall  be  cancxUed; 
and  if  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  duties 
levied  by  the  said  act  of  the  fouiteenth 
July,  shall  not  have  been  collected,  aiid  the 
bond  or  bonds  given  shall  amount  to  mofa 
than  the  duties  imposed  by  the  aaid  ad, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct 
that  a  debenture  certificate  or  oertificaleB, 
the  form  of  which  shall  be  prescribed  hy 
him,  for  such  excess  of  duty,  shall  be  issued 
to  the  persons  placing  the  same  in  the  eos- 
tody  of  the  customs,  payable  out  of  the 
bond  or  bonds  given  for   duties  on  tha 
same,  the  collectors  to  give  the  debtors  cre- 
dit on  their  bonds  for  the  diflferenee  be- 
tween the  high  and  low  duties,  and  to  can- 
cel the  bonds  on  payment  of  the  halaufie. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeied. 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
cause  the  amount  of  excess  of  duties,  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  ascertained  and  paid,  <Mr 
the  credit  given,  as  the  case  may  be,  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  of  April 
next:  and  that  he  shall  be  authorized  to 
cause  all  articles  under  the  control  of  the 
proper  officers  of  the  customs  to  be  ex- 
amined ;  and  where  the  merohandiae  may 
have  passed  out  of  the  possession  of  tfas 
importer  or  consignee,  to  require  aatisfao- 
tory  evidence  of  the  transfer  or  transfers 
to  identify  the  same ;  and  to  make  all  other 
rules  and  regulations  which  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  this  act  into 
efkcL 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  furtker  emaded, 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ezfend 
relief  to  all  persons,  whose  cases  are  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act,  who  may  have  been 
deprived  of  the  benefit  thereof  in  eonse- 
quence  of  thecoUector*s  not  havine  reoeived 
his  instructions  in  pursuance  o?  it,  fitm 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Sect.  6.    And  be  it  further  tnaeted, 
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That  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  afor&-  so  construed  as  to  authorize  the  exempr 

•aid  act  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  tion  Irom  the  payment  of  duty  on  sheeit 

thousand  eight  hundred  ana  uiiriy-t  wo,  as  and  roiled  brass,  but  the  same  siiaU  hp 

far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  duty  on  pul-  charged  with  Uie  payment  of  a  duty  oi 

Terized  or  crushed  sugar,  shall  take  etfect  tweniy-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 

on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  of  the  pi*esent  CHAP.  G2.    An  Act  making  appropria- 

year.  tions  for  the  erection  of  certain  tortifi- 

catious. 
CHAP.  58.    An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions to  carry  into  effect  certain  Iiv-  CHAP.  63.    An  Act  for  improving  the 
dian  Treaties,  and  for  other  purposes,  navigation  of  certain  rivers  in  the 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun-  territories  of  Florida  and  Michigan, 
dred  and  thirty-three.  and  for  surveys,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 
CHAP.  59.    An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  engineer  and  ordnance  CHAP.  64.    An  Act  in  relation  to  tb» 
departments.  Potomac  bridge. 

CHAP.  60.    An  Act  making  appropria-  CHAP.  65.    An  Act  to   improve  the 

tions  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  navigation  of  the  Potomac  n\er  be- 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tween  Greorgetown  and  Alexandria, 

thirty-three.  and  for  other  purposes. 

CHAP.   61.    An    Act  to  explain  and  CHAP.  66.    An  Act  [in]  addition  to  the 

amend  the  act  to  alter  ani  amend  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 

sev.ral  acts  imposing  duties  on  im-  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
ports,  passed    July    fourteenth,    one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-  Sect.  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senat/f 

two,  so  far  as  relates  to  hardware,  aT^dUoiise  of  Representatives  of  the  IMiied 

and  certain  manufactures  of  copper  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemied, 

and  brass,  and  other  articles.  That  for  the  graaual  improvement  of  tiw 

Navy  of  the  Ijnited  iStaieSfthe  sum  of  five 
Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  hundred  tliousand  dollars,  out  of  any 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assctnbled,  propriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
That  the  provisos  of  the  tenth  andtwelflh  propriated,  annually,  for  six  years,  Irooi 
clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen 
.alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  ipiposing  hundred  and  thirty-three,  when  the  pr^ 
duties  on  imports,  passed  July  fourteenth  sent  appropriation  expires, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  be,  and  S£ct.  2.  Artd  be  it  further  enacted, 
the  same  are  hereby  suspended  until  the  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  ,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
thirty-four,  powered  to  cause  the  abovementioned  ap- 
S£CT.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  propriation  to  be  applied,  as  directed  and 
That,  so  much  of  the  act  to  alter  and  prescribedbythe  act  ofthe  third  of  March, 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  to 
on  imports,  passed  July  the  fourteenth,  which  this  is  in  addition,  the  provisions 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  as  re-  whereof  are  hereby  continued  in  force  for 
peals  the  duties  heretofore  levied  on  copper  the  term  abovementioned,  and  to  be  ap- 
DOttoms  cut  round,  and  copper  bottoms  plied  also  to  the  purchase  of  other  necesa- 
raised  to  the  edge,  and  still  bottoms  cut  ry  materials  as  well  as  timber  suitable  for 
round  and  turned  upon  the  edge,  and  parts  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war. 
thereof,  and  on  copperplates  or  sheets,  Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
weighing  more  tlian  thirty-four  ounces  That  in  addition  to  the  provisions  now 
per  square  foot,  commonly  called  brazier's  in  force  on  the  subject  of  the  live  oak 
copper,  and  on  t<»bacco  leaves,  or  un-  growing  on  the  public  lands,  it  shall 
manufactured,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  be  the  duty  of  all  collectors  of  cus- 
repealed.  toms  within  the  territory  of  Florida,  and 
Sect.  3.  Ani  be  it  further  enacted^  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
That  nothing  contained  in  the  act  of  the  Louisiana,  before  allowing  a  clearance  to 
fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  any  vessel  laden  in  whole  or  in  part  with 
thirty-two,  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  live  oak  timber,  to  ascertain  satisfactorily 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  shall  be  that  such  timber  was  cut  from  privata 
Ccc 
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lands,  or,  if  from  public  ones,  bjr  consent 
of  the  Navy  Department.  And  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  all  odicers  of  the  customs, 
and  of  the  land  otHcers  within  said  terri- 
tory and  states,  to  cause  prosecutions  to  be 
seasonably  instituted  against  all  persons 
know  to  be  guilty  of  depredations  on,  or 
iojuries  to,  the  five  oak  growing  on  the 
public  lands. 

CHAP.  67.  An  Act  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  Army  and 
Marine  Corps  of  the  United  otates, 
and  to  prevent  desertion. 

Sect.  1.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  StmnU 
and  House  of  Represeniati  res  of  the  United 
States  of  Ante  rial  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  alPenlistments  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  for  three  years; 
and  that  the  montlily  pay  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  soldiers,  shall  be  as 
follows,  viz:  to  each  sergeant  major,  quar- 
termaster sergeant,  and  chief  musician, 
sixteen  dollars ;  to  the  first  sergeant  of  a 
company,  fifteen  dollars;  to  all  other  ser- 
geants, twelve  dollars  each;  to  each  artifi- 
cer, ten  dollars;  to  each  corporal,  eight 
dollars,  and  to  each  musician  and  private 
soldier,  six  dollars ;  and  that  all  enlist- 
ments in  the  marine  corps  shall  be  for 
four  years ;  and  that  the  monthly  pay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
in  said  corps,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz :  to 
each  Serjeant  major  and  quartermaster 
serffeant,  seventeen  dollars ;  to  the  drum 
major,  fife  major,  the  orderly  sergeants  of 
posts,  and  first  sergeants  of  guards  at  sea, 
sixteen  dollars  each;  to  all  other  sergeants, 
thirteen  dollars;  to  each  corporal,  nine 
dollars;  to  each  musician,  eight  dolhurs; 
and  to  each  private,  seven  dollars. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  cnncted^ 
That  one  dollar  of  the  monthly  pay  of 
every  musician  and  private  soldier,  shall 
be  retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  two 
first  yecu-s  of  their  enlistment,  when  each 
shall  receive  the  twenty-four  dollars  re- 
tained pay,  which  shall  have  so  accrued  : 
Proviaed^  He  shall  have  servexi  honestly 
and  faithfully  that  portion  of  the  term  of 
his  first  enlistment. 

Slct.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
That  every  able  bodied  musician  or  pri- 
vate soldier,  who  may  re-enlist  into  his 
company  or  regiment,  within  two  mon'hs 
before,  or  one  month  after,  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  servicp,  shall  receive  two 
months'  extra  pay,  besides  the  pay  and 
other  allowances  which  may  b«  due  to 


him  on  account  of  the  unexpired  period  «f 
any  enlistment 

Sect.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^ 
That  every  able  bodied  musician  or  sol- 
dier, who  shall  re^nlist  into  his  company 
or  regiment,  as  specified  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  shall  receive  his  full  pav, 
at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  month,  witii- 
out  any  temporary  deduction  therefrom. 

Sect.  5.  Aiid  be  it  futtker  enacted. 
That  no  premiums  to  officers  for  enlisting 
recruits,  nor  bounties  to  recruits  for  en- 
listing, shall  be  allowed  after  the  passage 
of  this  act 

Sect.  6.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted^ 
That  no  person  who  has  been  convicted 
of  any  criminal  offence,  shall  be  enlisted  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Slct.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,entided 
"  An  act  making  further  provision  fi>r  the 
army  of  the  Uniteti  States,"  passed  on  the 
sixteenth  May,  one  thousand  eight  huii- 
dred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  is  heie- 
by  repealed,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  any  en* 
listed  soldier,  who  shall  be  convicted  by  a 
general  court  martial  of  the  crime  of  de- 
sertion. 

CHAP.  68.  An  Act  making  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  on  certain  woiIb 
heretofore  commenced  for  the  im- 
provement of  harbours  and  rivers ,  and 
also,  for  continuing  and  r^airing  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  certain  tori* 
torial  roads. 

CHAP.  69.  An  Act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  public  buildings,  and 
for  oilier  purposes. 

CHAP.  70.  An  Act  for  the  constnicdon 
of  a  road  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  William  Strong's,  on  the  Si-Frsn- 
CIS  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas. 

CHAP.  71.     An  Act   prolonging  the 
Second  Session  of  the  Fifth 
tive  Council  of  the  territory  of  Bfr 
chigan. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  ike  Senate 
and  HaiLse  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  Avieriea  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
territory  of  Michigan,  now  in  session,  be, 
and  is  hereby  authorized  to  continue  its 
|)resent  session  thirty  days  beyond  the 
time  now  limited  by  law. 

Sect.  2  And  be  il  further  enadti. 
That,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  in- 
cidental expenses  and  for  paying  the  mem- 
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bers  of  said  legifllatire  council  for  the  ad-  Sect.  3.    And  be  U  further  enadsd^ 

ditional  time  employed  as  aforesaid,  the  That  there  be  paid  out  of  any  appropriated 

sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be,  and  is  money  in  the  treasury,  for  the  purposes 

hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  the  sum 

the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

[Approved,  March  2,  1833.]  [Approved,  March  %  1833.] 

CHAP.  72.    An  Act  in  addition  to,  and  CHAP.  73.    An  Act  establishing  a  port 

in  alteration  of,  an  act  entitled  "  An  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  village  of 

act  vestini^  in  the  corporation  of  the  Fall  River  in  Massachusetts,  and  dis- 

city  of  Washington  all  the  rights  of  continuing  the  office  at  Dighton. 
the  Washington  Canal   Company, 

and  for  other  purposes.  CHAP.  74.     An  Act  to  authorize  the 

President  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
Sect.  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  change  certain  lands   belonging   to 
Hrmse  of  Representatives  of  the   United  the  navy-yard  at  Brooklyn,  for  other 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  lands  contiguous  thereto. 
That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  here- 
by authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  moneys  CHAP.  75.    An  Act  for  the  more  per- 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  feet  defence  of  the  frontiers. 
unto  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common 

council  ofthe  city  of  Washington,  the  sum  Sect.  1.  Be  itena^dby  the  Senate 
of  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars,  and  Houfe  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
to  aid  them  in  fulfilling  the  objects  and  re-  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
quirements  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  That  in  lieu  of  the  battalion  of  mounted 
vesting  in  the  cor][!>oration  of  the  city  of  rangers  authorized  by  the  act  ofthe  15th  of 
Washington  all  the  rights  ofthe  Wash-  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ington  Canal  Company,  and  for  other  thirty-two,  there  be  established  a  regiment 
purposes;"  approved  May  thirty-first,  one  ofdragoons,  to  be  composed  and  organized 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tnirty-two:  as  follows,  to  wit:  one  col  nel,  one  lieu- 
Provided^  That  the  said  mayor,  alder-  tenant  colonel,  one  major,  one  quarter- 
men,  and  common  council,  relinquish  all  master-sergeant,  and  two  chief  buglers, 
title  to  the  land  vested  in  them  by  the  one  adjutant,  who  shall  be  a  lieutenant, 
eighth  section  ofthe  act  above  named,  and,  one  sergeant  major,  one  chief  musician 
also,  relinquish  all  rights  and  privileges  and  ten  companies ;  each  company  to 
gnuated  by  the  eighm,  tenth,  eleventh,  consist  of  one  captain,  onp  first  lieutenant, 
twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth,  sections  and  one  second  lieutenant,  exclusive  of  the 
of  said  act:  And  provided  also.  That  the  lieutenant  who  is  to  be  the  adjutant  ofthe 
sum  herein  granted  shall  be  applied  to  pay  regiment ;  four  sergeants,  one  of  whom 
and  extinguish  any  debt  which  has  been,  shall  act  as  quartermaster-sergeant  to  the 
or  may  be  contracted  in  the  purchase  either  company,  four  corporals,  two  buglers, 
of  the  Washington  city  canal,  or  in  the  one  farrier  and  blacksmith,  and  sixty 
completion  of  tfie  same,  and  shall  not  be  privates. 

apf>licable  to  any  other  object  or  purpose  Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
until  said  debts  be  extinguished.  That  the  officers,  non-commissioned  ofK- 
Sect  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  cers,  musicians,  and  privates, when  mount- 
That  the  commissioner  ofthe  public  build-  ed,  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
ings  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  all  the  ments  as  was  allowed  to  dras^oons  during 
open  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  the  war,  and  when  on  foot,  the  same  pay 
States  which,  in  the  original  plan  of  the  and  emoluments  as  are  now  allowed  lo  the 
city,  were  reserved  for  public  walks,  lying  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
between  the  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  cians,  and  privates  of  a  regiment  of  in- 
avenues,  to  be  enclosed  with  a  wooden  fantry;  and  that  the  farrier  and  black- 
fence,  and  to  lay  down  the  same,  accord-  smith  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  allow- 
ing to  such  plan  for  the  improvement  ances,  as  are  allowed  to  an  artifi  er  ofar  - 
thereof  as  the  President  of  the  United  lerv- 

States  may  approve,  in  grass,  and  inter-  Sect.  3.    And  be  it  fnrih^r  enacted, 

sect  it  by  suitable  paths  and  roads  for  in-  That  the  said  regiment  of  drairoons  shall 

tercourse  and  recreation:  Provided^  That  be  liable  to  serve  on  horse,  or  foot,  as  the 

there  shall  not  be  more  than  three  streets  President  may  direct;  shall  be  subject  to 

or  roads  across  the  same  to  connect  the  therules  and  articles  of  war,  be  recruited  in 

streets  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  said  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  limi. 

pubHc  grounds.  tationsj  that  the  officers,  nafi-commiBsion- 
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•i  ofiaem,  nttsieiaiitf,  fameri,  asid  pri*  eight,  eot  ef  Uw  bttia  mendian,  mhI 

TsiM,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  proTi-  south  of  the  noithwestem  disthoi,  aad  tks 

sioos  for  wounds  and  disabilities,  the  same  southern  boundary  of  the  lands  of  i1m 

proTisiona  for  widows  and  children,  and  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,  shall  ooiMti- 

the  same  allowances  and  benefits  in  every  tute  a  land  district  to  be  desigaatod  as  ths 

re^peoi,  aa  aie  allowed  the  other  troops  northeastern  district;  and  the  lands  of  the 

Mnstitnting  the  present  military  peace  United  States  in  the  counties  of  Monroe 

•atnblishment.  and  Lownds,  now  subject  to  sale  in  tht 

8scT.  4.     And  be  it  further  enacted,  Choctaw  district,  shall,  from  and  after 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  the  first  day  of  May  next,  be  subject  to 

be  avthorized  to  carry  into  effeet  this  act,  sale  at  the  land  office  in  the  said  nonheasl- 

ns  soon  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient,  and  em  district;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tha 

10  discharge  the  present  battalion  of  mount-  Register  at  Mount  Salus,  under  msune- 

flri  rangers,  on  their  being  relicTed  by  the  tions  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  gene- 

■aid  regiment  of  dragoons.  nd  Land  Office,  to  transfer  sit  such  books. 

Sect.  5.    And  &  U  further  enacted,  maps,  records,  field   notes,  smd  plats  <f 

That  the  sum  rsouired  to  carry  into  effect  transcripts  thereof  relating  to  the  surveys 

the  provisions  otthis  act,  is  hereby  appro-  of  the  public  lands  in  Monroe  and  Lowndtfe 

priated,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations,  counties,  to  the  Register  of  the  noitlKasl> 

for  the  military  establishment  for  the  year  em  district,  as  may  be  necessary  to  soabk 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-  him  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  ihii 

time.  act. 

Sect.  4.    And  be  U  further  enmeUd, 

CHAP.  76.  An  Act  toereate  sundry  new  That  so  much  of  the  land  ceded  lo  ths 

land  offices,  and  to  alter  the  bounda-  United  Slates  by  the  said  treaty  of  the 

fiesofotherland  offices  of  the  United  twenty-seventh   of   September,  eighteen 

States,  hundm)  and  thirty,  as  is  situated  south  if 

the  dividing  line   i>etween  townships  as- 

Sect.  1.    Beii  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  ven  and  eight,  be  attached  to,  and  constitiils 
&nd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  t'nited  a  part  of  the  Augusta  land  district. 
States  of  America  in  Con frrcssassemlledf  Sect.  5.    And  be  U  further  enmeted. 
That  so  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  That,  for  the  disposal  of  the  publie  lands 
United  States  bv  the  treaties  made  and  in  the   northeastern    and   north-weaten 
eoncluded  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  In-  districts,  a  land    office   shall  he  estab- 
dians,  near  Doak's  stand,  on  the  eigh-  tablished  in  each,  at  such  convenient plaes 
teenth  day  of  October,  one  thousan   eight  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  at  Dancing  Rab-  desi^ate;  and,  for  each  of  saidolfiees,a 
bit  ereek,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Register  and  Receiver  shall  be  appointed 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advios 
aod  thirty,  at  is  situated  north  of  the  line  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  ss- 
dividing  townships  nineteen  and  twenty,  verally  five  bond  and  security  accoiding 
and  west  of  the  hne  dividing  range  seven  to  law,  before  entering  on  the  duties  of 
and  eight,  east,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  their  respective  offices.    They  ahail  re- 
established into  a  land  district,  to  be  de-  ceive  the  same  compensation,  fees  and 
•ignated  as  the  north-western  district.  emoluments,  and  shall   perform  similar 

DECT.  9.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  duties,  and  possess  the  same  powers,  with 

To  so  much  of   he  land  ceded  by  the  all  other  Registers  and  Receivers  of  pi^ 

Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  to  the  United  he  moneys  of  tlie  United  States,  and  shall 

States,  by  said  treaty  of  the  twenty-se-  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  - 

Tenth  day  ofSeptember,  one  thousand  eight  States  providing  for  the  sale  of  pnUie 

hundred  and  thirty,  as  is  situated  west  of  lands. 

tiie  basis  meridian,  and  south  of  thedi-  Sect.  6.    AtU  be  it  further  enacted, 

vidino:  line  between  townships  nineteen  That  so  much  of  the  Edwardsville  land 

and  twenty  north,  be,  and  the  same  is  at-  district  as  lies  north  and  northwest  of  the 

tached  to  the  Choctaw  district,  established  Illinois  river,  between  said  river  and  ths 

by  an  act  of  the  seventh  of  May,  eighteen  Mississippi,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  at- 

hundred  and  twenty-two.  tached  to  the  Cluincy  land  district,  in  the 

Sect.  3.    And  he  it  further  enacted,  State  of  Illinois;  and  that  ranges  one  and 

That  so  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  two  west  of  the  third  principd  meridian 

United  Stales  by  said  treaty  of  the  twenty-  embracing  all  townships  from  the  basa 

•erenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  line  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  San- 

antd  thirty,  as  is  situated  north  of  thedi-  gamon  land  district,  be,  and  the  same  i.^ 

viding  Hne  between  townships  seven  and  hci-eby  attached  to  the  Vaixlalia  land  die* 
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ttici  ia  said  slate,  the  said  transfer  to  be  rules  and  regulations,  and  receive  the  same 

affected  under  the  direetion  of  the  Secretary  salary,  fees  and  compensation  for  their 

pf  the  Treasury.  services,  as  is  designated  and  provided  for 

SiCT.  7.    And  be  U  further  enacted^  in  other  cases  by  uie  fifth  section  of  this 

That  all  the  lands  situated  south  of  the  dis-  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 

trict  line,  and  south  of  the  diving  line  be-  tary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 

twsen  townships  twenty  and  twenty-one,  done,  to  cause  the  necessary  tract  books, 

and  north  of  the  line  dividing  townships  plats,  maps,  and  surveys  of  the  public 

ekven  and  twelve,  and  west  of  the  line  di-  lands  in  said  district,  to  be  filed  in  said  of- 

▼iding  ranges  nine  and  ten  west,  to  the  fioe :  Provided^  That  the  President  may, 

west  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Alaba-  whenever  in  his  jud^ent  the  public  in- 

ma,  shaU  constitute  a  land  district,  to  be  terest  and  the  convenience  of  the  people  r»- 

known  and  called  the  Demopolis  district,  quire  it,  remove  said  ofiice  to  a  more  cen- 

Sect.  8.    And  be  it  further  enacted^  tral  and  suitable  place  in  said  district. 
That  the  lands  in  the  United  States  in  tlie 

counties  of  Green  and  Marengo,  now  sub-  CHAB.  77.    An  Act  making  provision 
ject  to  sale  in  the  Tuscaloosa,  Cahawba,  for  the  publication  of  the  documen- 
and  Saint  Stephen's  land  districts,  or  com-  tary  History  of  the  American  Re- 
prehended in  the  above  described  district :  volution. 
Provided,  That  the  land  district  hereinaf- 
ter created  by  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  CHAP.  78.    An  Act  declaring  the  as- 
shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  line  sent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Ge- 
dividingtownships  twenty-six  and  twenty  neral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virgl- 
esven,  and  on  the  east  by  the  line  dividing  nia  hereinafter  recited. 
ranees  six  and  seven,  and  the  lands  in 

said  district  now  in  market  shall  be  sub-  Srct.  1.    Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate 

ject  to  entry  at  the  land  ofifices  at  Craw-  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

fordsville  and  Fort  Wayne,  as  heretofore,  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 

until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  no  That  the  assent  of  the  United  States  be, 

longer ;  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  and  the  same  is  hereby  given  to  an  act  of 

of  June  next,  be  subject  to  sede  at  the  land  tlie  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  enti- 

ofiice  in  the  said  Demopolis  land  district ;  tied  "  An  act  conceniing  the  Cumberland 

and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Registers  at  road,"  passed  February  tlie  seventh,  one 

Tuscaloosc^  Cahawba  and  St.  Stephens,  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two; 

wider  instructions  fipom  the  commissioner  such  assent  to  remain  in  force  dunns  the 

oftheGteneral  Land  Office,  to  transfer  all  pleasure  of  Congress:  Provided^  That 

•och  books,  maps,  records,  field  notes  and  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as    pre- 

plats,  or  transcripts  thereof,  relating  to  tlie  venting  the  United  States  from  resuming 

•orveys  of  the  public  lands  hereby  added  whatever  jurisdiction  it  may  now  have 

to  the  said  Demopolis  land  district,  to  the  over  the  said  road,  whenever,  in  its  discre- 

Register  of  the  Demopolis  land  district.  tion,  it  shall  deem  it  propei  so  to  do :  which 

Sbct.  9.    And  be  it  further  enactedy  act  of  the  said  Greneral  Assembly  is  in  the 

That  there  shall  be  a  Register  and  Re-  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit: 

eeiver  appointed  for  the  said  land  district,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly^ 

with  the   same  compensation,  fees  and  That  whenever  the  Government  of  the 

emoluments,  and  who  shall  perform  all  United  States  shall  have  surrendered  so 

the  dnties  usually  performed  by  Registers  much  of  the  road,  commonly  called  the 

and  Receivers  appointed  to  superintend  the  Cumberland  road,  as  lies  within  the  limits 

•ale   of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  of  this  state,  the  President  and  Directors 

States.  of  the  Board  of  Pu'olic  Works  shall  be. 

Sect.  10.    And  be  it  further  enacted^  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  take 

That  all  that  district  of  country,  in  the  the  same  under  their  care  in  behalf  of  this 

stale  of  Indiana,  lying  west  of  the  line  di-  state;  and  to  cause  a  gate  or  gates,  and  a 

Tidin(?  ranges  seven  and  eight  east  of  the  toll-house  or  houses,  to  be  erected  on  said 

second  principal  meridian,  and  north  of  road:  Pr^ri^e^^  the  same  shall  not  exceed 

the  line  dividing  townships  twenty-four  two  in  number. 

rnd  twenty-five,  shall  form  a  separate  Be  it  further  enoA^ted,  That  a  superin- 

land  district ;  and  the  land  ofiSce  for  tlic  tendant  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 

sale  and  disposal  of  all  the  public  lands  in  dent  and  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Public 

said  district,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  estab-  Works,  removable  at  pleasure,  whose  duty 

Hshed  at  Laporte ;  and  for  said  land  ofice,  it  shall  be  to  erect  said  gate  or  gates,  and 

a  Register  and  Receiver  shall  be  appoint-  toll-house  or  toll  houses,  and  to  exercise 

ed  in  like  manner,  and  be  subject  to  like  all  reasonable  vigilaiKC  and  diligence  ia 
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the  care  of  said  road  committed  to  his  omit  to  pay  over  all  moneys  in  his  bands 
charge ;  to  contract  for,  and  direct  the  ap-  as  is  before  required,  it  shall  be  lawful  in 
plication  of  the  labour,  materials,  and  otlier  the  name  of  the  president  and  directors 
things  necessary  for  the  repair,  improve^  of  the  Board  of  Public  Woiks,  to  obtain 
ment  and  preservation  of  said  road;  and  judg;ment  against  him,  his  security  or  se- 
he  shall  pay  for  the  same  out  of  the  fund  curities,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  ad- 
arising  from  the  tolls ;  he  shall  have  \x)w-  ministrators,  upon  motion  in  the  county  or 
er  to  appoint  and  remove  at  pleasure,  the  superior  courts  of  Ohio  county,  upon  giv- 
coUectors  of  tolls,  and  to  take  from  such  ing  ten  days'  notice  to  such  superintod- 
collector  or  collectors,  bond  with  good  se-  eni,  his  security  or  securities,  his  or  their 
curity,  conditioned  for  his,  her,  or  tlietr  heirs,  executors  or  administrators.     In  all 
faithfully  discharging  his,    her,  or  their  motions,  actions,  or   bills    in    chancery 
duty,  and  accounting  for,  and  paying  over  against  such  superintendent,  his  security 
to  such   superintendent  or  his  successors  or  securities,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors, 
in  office,  all  moneys  or  tolls  by  him,  her  or  or  administrators,  whenever  judgment  or 
them  collected  or  receivetl ;  and  it^hall  be  decree  shall  be   pronounced  af^nst  the 
the  duty  of  the  superintendent  every  six  defendant  or  defendants,  for  any  money  by 
months,  before  the   county  or    superior  such  superintendents  wrongfully  detained, 
court  for  Ohio  county,  or  before  some  one  such  judgment  shall  be  for  the  principal 
by  either  of  said  courts  appointed  for  that  sum  due,  with  interest  thereon  frcmi  the 
purpose,  to  render,  under  oath,  an  account  time  at  which  the  principal  sum  shall  have 
of  all  moneys  by  him  received  or  expend-  been  due,  together  with  fifteen  per  centum 
ed,  particulariy  setting  forth  in  such  ac-  damages  thereon,  to  be  made  and  levied  in 
count,  the  time  when,  and  from  whom,  he  manner  provided  for  by  law.     The  said 
shall  have  received  such  money,  and  the  collectors  shall  monthly,  or  oftener  if  re- 
time when,  and  to  whom,  and  on  what  quired  by  the  superintendent,  und«r  oath, 
account  the  same  shall  Ivive  been  disbursed  account  for,  and  pay  to  the  superintendent 
or  expended.     He  shall  before  he  shall  then  in  office,  all  moneys  or  tolls  oolledcd 
have  entere  1  on  the  duties  of  said  office,  by  him  or  them,  and  which  shall  mnain 
take  before  the  county  court  of  Ohio  coun-  after  deducting  his  or  their  compensation; 
ly,  or  some  justice  of  tlie  pence  for  said  and  if  such  collector  or  collectors  shall  fiul 
county,  nn  oath  that  he  will   faithfully,  herein,  it  shall  be  lawftil  for  the  superin- 
justly,  and  impartially  discharge  the  duties  tendent,  in  the  name  of  the  president  and 
of  his  said  office ;  and  he  shall  also,  before  directors  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  to 
said  court,  enter  into  bond  with  two  ffood  obtain  judgment  against  such  collector  or 
securities,  at  least,  in  the  penalty  of  ten  collectors,  his,  her  or  their  security  or  s©- 
thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  his  faith-  curities,  his    or    their   heirs,    executors 
fhlly  p*»i4brmin?,  in  all  things,  the  duties  or  administrators,  by  motion  in  the  county 
of  his  office  of  superintendent,  to  account,  or  superior  court  for  Ohio  county,  for  the 
as  is  before  provided  for,  and  also  to  pay  sum  he,  she,  or  they  may  be  in    arrear, 
over  to  his  succ<»ssor  or  successors  in  office  with  interest  and  damages  as  is  above  pro- 
or  to  such  person  as  the  county  court  of  vided  for  in  the  case  of  defaulting  supeiin- 
Ohio  county  may,  for  this  purpose,  name  tendents:  Provided^  That  such  colleetor 
and  appoint,  all  tolls  by  him  received,  and  or  collectors,  his,  her,  or  their  security  or 
not  expended,  bv  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  securities,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
this  act.    He  shall,  immodintdy  on  the  re-  administrators,  shall  [have]  had  ten  days* 
eeipt  thereof,  deposit  in  the  Northwestern  previous  notice  of  such  motion.     When 
Bank  of  Virginia,  nil  moneys  by  him  re-  the  said  collector  shall  have  paid  over  lo 
ceived  for  tolls  or  otherwise,  and  the  same,  the    superintendent,  the    superintendfuit 
as  superintendent,  check  for,  as  he  may  shall  give  him  duplicate  receipts  tiierefor, 
want  the  some  in  repairing,  improving,  or  one  of  which  he,  the  said   the  collector, 
pre'ervina:  said   road.      And  in  case  of  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  fifty  dollars  for 
death,  resisniation,  or  removal  from  office,  every  failure,  shall  file  with  the  clerk  of 
or  from  the  state,  any  and  all  moneys  the  county  court  of  Ohio  county.    The 
standing  to  his  credit  in  bank,  ns  superin-  bonds  hereby  required  of  superintendents 
tendent,  shall  lie  passH  to  the  credit  of  his  or  collectors  shall  be  made  payable  to  the 
successor  in  office.     If  the  superintendent  president  and  directors  of  the  Board  of 
shall  fail'or  omit  ,ror  two  calendar  months.  Public  Works,  and  be  deposited  for  safe 
to  render  his  accounts  as  is  before  requir-  keeping,  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court 
cd,he  shall,  for  every  such  failure,  forfeit  of  Ohio  county.     But  all  moneys,  and  all 
and  pay.  for  the  benefit  of  said  road  fund,  fines  and  forfeitures  recovered  of  them,  or 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  l">e  recovered  as  is  cither  of  them,  shall  be  collected  and  re- 
aftengprovided  forjor,  if  he  shall  fail  or  ceived  by  the  superintendent  in  office,  or 
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by  such  person  as  the  county  court  of  Ohio  not  exceeding  Ave  in  breadth,  four  cents ; 

oounty  may  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  for  every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same, 

The  said  superintendent,  and  the  said  col-  two  cents;  and  all  other  wagons  or  carts, 

lector  or  collectors,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  six  inches  in 

oounty  court  of  Ohio  county  a  reasonable  breadth,  shall  pass  said  gates  free  and 

compensation  for  their  services;  to  be  by  clear  of  all  tolls:  Provided  however  ^  That 

them  respectively  retained  out  of  said  tolls  nothing  in  this  aet  shall  be  so  constructed 

or  the  proceeds  thereof:  Provided^  kow-  as  to  authorize  any  tolls  to  be  received  or 

ever,  That  the  compensation  to  thei super-  collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or 

intendent  shall  not  exceed  three   hundred  rom  public  worship,  or  to  or  from  a  visit  to 

and  thirty-three  and  one-third  dollars  per  a  friend,  or  other  place  within  the  county 

annum.      And  for  the  belter  order  and  in  which  he  resides,  or  to  or  from   any 

management  of  the  said  fund,  and  the  pro-  musters,  elections  or  courts,  or  to  or  from 

servation  of  said  road,  the  said  superin-  his  common  business  on  his  farm  or  wood 

tendent  and  collector  or  collectors,  shall  land,  or  to  or  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from 

observe  and  conform  to  such  instructions  a  mill  or  sciiool,  or  to  or  from  his  common 

«8  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Board  place  of  trading  or  marketing  within  the 

of  Public  Works  may,  from  time  to  time  county \n  which  he  resides,  including  the 

prescribe.  wagons,  carriages  and  horses,  or  oxen 

That,  as  soon  as  the  gaid  gates  and  drawing  the  some :  Provided^  also^  That 

toll-houses  shall  be  erected,  it  shall  be  the  no  toll  shall  be  received  or  collected  for  the 

duty  of  the  said  toll-collector,  or  collectors,  passage  of  any  stage  or  coach  conveying 

and  they  are  hereby  required  to  demand  the  United  Slates'  mail,  or  horses  bearing 

and  receive,  for  passing  the  said  gates,  the  same,  or  any  wagon  or  carriage  laden 

the  tolls  and  rates  hereafter  mentioned:  with  property  of  the  United  States,  or  any 

and  they  may  stop  any  person  riding,  cavalry  or  other  troops,  army  or  military 

leading,  or  driving,  any  horses,  catde,  siu-  stores,  belonging  to  the  same,  or  to  any  of 

ky,  chair,  phaeton,   cart  chaise,  wagon,  the  states  comprising  the  Union,  or  any 

sleigh,  sled,  or  other  carriage  of  burden  or  person  or  persons  on  duty  in  military  ser- 

{Measure,  from  passing  through  said  gate  vice  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia 

or  gates,  until  they  shtul  have  respectively  of  any  of  the  states :  Aw//,  provided  further 

paid  for  passing  the  same ;  that  is  to  say:  That  the   sunt  rinlendent  may  commute 

if  there  be  but  one  gate,  for  every  score  of  the  rates  of  tolls  with  any  person  or  per- 

Bheep  or  hogs,  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  sons  by  taking  of  him  or  ttiem  a  certain 

for  every  score  of  cattle,  twelve  and  a  half  sum  annually,  in  lieu  of  the  tolls  aforesaid : 

cents;  K>r  every  led  or  drove  horse,  three  And  ^provided  further  ^livwo  gates  shall 

cents;  for  every  mule  or  ass,  led  or  driven  beerrected  on  said  road,  then  only  one 

time  cents;  for  every  horse  and  rider,  six  half  of  the  said  rates  or  tolls  shall  be  re- 

and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every   sled  or  ceivedor  collected  at  each  gate;  and  that 

deigh  drawn  by  one  horse  or  ox,  six  and  the  superintendent  and  three  discreet  free 

a  quarter  cents ;  for  every  horse  or  ox  in  holders  of  Ohio  county,  to  be  appointed 

addition,  three  cents ;  for  every  dearbome,  for  this  purpose  by  the  county  court  of 

sulky,  chair,  or  chaise,  with  one  horse,  six  Ohio  county,  shall  determine  the  number 

and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  horse  in  of  gates  (not  exceeding  two  as  aforesaid) 

addition,  six  and   a   quarter  cents ;  for  and  the  site  or  location  of  such  gate  or 

every  chariot,  coach,  coachee,  stage,  or  gates;  and  said  superintendent  and  per- 

Ehaeton  with  two  horses,  twelve  and  a  sons  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  court 

alf  cents;  for  every  horse  in  addition,  six  as  aforesaid,  are  duly  authorized  to  pur- 

and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  other  car-  chase,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  atoll- 

riage  of  pleasure,  by  whatever  name  it  house  or  toll-houses  on  said  road,  as  much 

may  be  called,  the  like  sum,  according  to  ground  as  they  shall  deem  necessaiy  and 

the  number  of  wheels  and  horses  drawmg  advantageous  to  said  road  fund ;  to  be  paid 

the    same;  for   every   cart,  or   wagon,  for  out  of  the  tolls  aforesaid, 

whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  two  and  a  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  moneys 

half  inches  in  breadth,  twelve  and  a  half  so  collected,  and  all  fines,  penalties  and 

cents;  for  each  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  forfeitures,  accruing  under  this  act,  shall 

same,  four  cents;  for  every  cart  or  wagon  constitute  a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the 

whose  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  two  and  Cumberland  road  fund,  and  shall  be  ap- 

a  half  inches  in  breadth,  and  not  exceeding  plied  by  the  superintendent  to  be  appoint- 

four  inches,  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  for  ed  as  aforesaid,  solely  and  exclusively  to 

every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same,  three  the  preservation,  repair,  and  improvement 

cents ;  and  for  every  other  cart  or  wagon,  of  said  road,  and  the  expenses  incident 

whose  wheels  shall  exceed  four  inches  and  thereto,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 
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Bt  Ufurtker  enacted,  That  the  Generid  where  aueh  prrrale  or  ommty  raad  or  < 

Asaembly  reserves  to  itself  at  any  future  way  connects  with  said  Cumbcriand  raad, 

session  thereof,  without  the   consent  of  and  so  as  lo  secure  such  Cumberiand  road 

Congress,  to  change,  alter,  or  amend  this  from  injury  by  reason  of  such  county  or 

act :  Provided fVimi  the  same  shall  not  be  priTate  road,  or  way,  being oonneded  with 

so  changed,  altered,  or  amended,  as  to  re-  said  Cumberland  road,  every  person  so  o^ 

dttoe  or  increase  tlie  rates  of  toll  hereby  es-  fending  shall  upon  conviction  thereof^  be, 

tabiished,  below  or  above  the  sum  neces-  for  every  such  offence,  fined  in  a  sum  not 

aary  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the  less  thwi  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  tweoty 

repair  and  preservation  of  said  road,  to  the  dollars ;  and  if  any  penon  ahaU  stand  his 

erection  of  gates  and  toll-houses  thereon,  wagon  and  team,  or  either  of  them,  over 

and  for  the  payment  of  tiie  fees  or  salaries  night  upon  the  pavement  of  said  rosd  now 

of  the  superintendent,  the  collector  of  toUs,  made,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  or 

and  of  such  other  agents  as  may  be  neces-  ^lall  at  any  other  time  stand  a  wagon  and 

■arily  employed  in  the  preservation  and  team,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  aaid 

wpAir  of  the  said  road,  according  to  the  pavement  for  the  poipooe  of  fiwding,  or  if 

true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act.  he  shall,  in  any  other  manner,  puipiMely 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  directors  and  wilfiiUy  obstruct  the  travel  upon  said 

shall  be  set  up  at  proper  and  convenient  road,  or  if  he  shall  fast-lock  or  rougb-hMk 

aituations,  to  cauuon  all  conductors  and  either  of  the  wheels  of  any  wagon,  coach, 

drivers     of  carriages  or  wagons  on  the  chaise,gig,8u]k)r,  carriage,  or  other  two  or 

road,  as  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  always  four  w^ded  vehicle  whtSc travelling  iqMW 

pass  on  the  left  of  each  other,  under  the  said  road  as  now  made,  or  as  it  nuqr  bsB»> 

penalty  of  five  dollars  for  every  offence ;  after  be  made,  (excepting,  howesei,  aaak 

and  there  shall  aUo  be  set  up,  at  some  con-  parts  of  said  road  as  may  be,  at  the  tbncsf 

apicuous  place  at  each  gate,  a  board  on  said  locking,  covered  wtth  ice,)  every  pi^ 

wliich  shall  be  legibly  printed  the  rates  of  son  ao  offending  shall,  upon  eonviouflB 

toll  as  is  provided  for  m  this  act ;  and  if  thereof,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  leas  than 

any  toll  collector  shall  unreasonably  delay  two,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars, 
or  hinder  any  passenger  or  traveller  at         BeU  further  enacted.  That  aJl  Itaas, 

ahy  of  the  gates,  or  shall  demand  or  re-  penalties,  and  forfeiturea,  incurred  undar 

eei  ve  more  toll  than  is  by  this  act  establish-  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  be  reeovsp- 

ed,  he  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  of-  ed  by  presentment  or  indiotmcBt  in  thi 

fence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  party  aggriev-  county  or  superior  courts  of  Ohio  coub^, 

ed,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  or  by  information  or  action  of  debt  in  the 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per-  name  of  the  governor,  for  the  uae  of  said 
son  shall  purposely  and  maliciously  de-  road  fund,  in  Uie  same  courts;  or,  the  said 
face,  or  otherwise  injure  any  of  the  mile-  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  wfaers  the 
stones,  parapet  walls,  culverts,  or  bridges,  same  shall  be  less  than  twemy  doUan^ 
or  any  masonry  whatsoever,  or  any  of  the  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  ihs 
gates  or  toll-houses  of,  or  belonging  to  the  name  and  for  the  use  aforesaid,  before  any 
said  Cumi3erland  rotuJ,  in  this  suite,  as  tlie  justice  of  the  peace  fi)r  Ohio  county;  hi 
aame  is  now  construct eJ,  or  may  hereafter  an  appeal  may  be  had,  as  in  other  emu, 
be  constructed,  every  person  so  offending,  to  tlie  next  monthly  court  of  Ohio  oouoiy, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  or  judo:meni,  in-  from  the  judgment  of  any  justioe  of  the 
formation,  or  presentment,  in  the  county  peace,  when  Uie  same  sbaU  be  a  gi««Mr 
or  superior  court  of  Ohio  county,  be  fined  sum  than  five  dollars,  exclusive  of  cosM^ 
in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  doU  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sapenntead- 
lars,  or  imprisonment  in  the  jail  of  the  ent  and  coUeetors  of  tolls  to  proaec«tcdl 
county  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  offences  against  the  provisions  of  this  Ml, 
at  the  discretion  of  tlic  court ;  and  if  any  and  he  or  Qiey  shall  not  be  liable  for  cotia 
person  shall  purposely  fill,  choke  or  other-  where  the  person  or  persons  pposecuMd 
wise  obstruct  any  of  the  side  drains,  val-  shall  be  acquitted,  unless  the  courtor  jus- 
leys,  gutters,  or  culverts  of  said  road  now  tice  will  certify  that  the  prosecutaon  ii 
made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  or  shall  groundless  and  without  good  cause, 
connect  any  private  road  or  cartway  with  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  morethai 
said  Cumberland  road,  or  if  any  surveyor  one  gate  be  erected  upon  said  road,  it  shall 
of  a  county  road  shall  connect  the  same  be  lawful  for  any  person,  desirous  to  do  so, 
with  the  said  Cumberland  road,  without  to  pay  the  whole  toll  at  any  one  gate, and 
making  at  the  point  of  connection,  a  stone  thereupon,  the  collector  shall  grant  him  a 
culvert  or  paved  valley,  or  other  good  and  proper  certificate  thereof,  which  oertificale 
aufficicnt  fixture  so  as  o  secure  a  free  pas-  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  procure  hit 
Aage  for  the  water  along  such  side  drain  passage  thioiigh  the  other  gate. 
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Be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  ihall  or  other  building  should  not  sell  for  a  sum 

not  have  any  force  or  effect  till  the  govern-  sufficient  to  pay  all  demands  for  such 

mem  of  the  United  States  shall  assent  to  work  and    materials;  then,  and  in  such 

the  same.  case,  the  same  shall  be  averaged,  and  each 

VmoiNiA,  Richrtumd  cUy^  to  tcit :  •  of  the  creditors  paid  a  sum  proportionate  to 

I,GkoreeW.  Mumfoidj;!Jleik  of  the  their  several  demands :  Provided^  always, 

House  of  Delegates,  and  Keeper  of  the  That  no  such  debt  for  work  and  materials 

Rolls  of  Virginia,  do  certify  that  the  fore-  shall  remain  a  lien  on  the  said  houses  or 

goine  is  a  tiue  copy  of  an  act  concerning  other  buildings  longer  than  two  ^ears 

UM  dumberland  road,  passed  February  from  the  commencement  of  the  buikiing 

the  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-  thereof,  unless  an  action  for  the  recovery 

two.  of  the  same  be  instituted,  or  tlie  claim  filed 

Given  unde  -  my  hand,  this  thirteenth  within  three  months  after  performing  the 

day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  work  or  furnishing  the  materials,  in  the  of- 

thuty-two.  lice  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  county  in 

which  the  building  shall  be  situated:  And 

CHAP.  79.    An  Act  to  secure  to  me-  provided  also^  That  each  and  every  pcr- 

chanics  and  others  payment  for  labour  son,  having  received  satisfaction  for  his  or 

done  and  materials  furnished  in  the  their  debt,  for  which  a  claim  has  been  or 

erection  of  buildings  in  the  district  of  shall  be   filed,  or  action  brought  as  afore- 

Columbia.  said,  shall,  at  the  reouest  of  any  person 

interested  in  the  bunding  on  which  thio 

Sect.  1.    Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  same  was  a  lien,  or  in  having  the  same 

emd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  lien  removed,  or  of  his  or  their  legal  rep- 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  resentative,  on  payment  of  the  costs  of  the 

That  aU  and  every  dwelling-house  or  oth-  claim  or  action,  and  on  tender  of  the  costs 

er  buildins,  hereafter    constructed    and  of  office  for  entering  the  satisfaction,  with- 

erected  within  the  city  of  Washington,  in  in  six  days  after  such  request  made,  enter 

the  town  of  Alexandria,  or  Gieorzetown,  the  satisfaction  of  the  claim  in  the  ofiice 

in  the  district  of  Columbia,  shall  oe  sub-  where  such  claim  was  or  shall  be  filed,  or 

ject  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  such  action  brought,  which  shall  for  ever 

Ibr  or  bv  reason  of  an^r  work  done  or  ma-  thereafter  discharge,  defeat  and  release  the 

terials  round  and  proved  by  any  brick-  same ;  and  if  such  persons  having  receiv- 

maker,  bricklayer,    stone-cutter,  mason,  ed  such  satisfaction  as  afore8aid,1i)V  hiin- 

lime  merchant,  carpenter,  painter  and  gla-  self  or  his  attorney,  shall  not,  within  six 

zier,  ironmonger,  blacksmith,  plasterer,  days  aflerrequest  and  payment  of  the  costs 

and  lumber  merchant,  or  any  other  person  of  the  claim  or  action,  and  tender  as  afore- 

or  persons  employed  in  furnishing  mate-  said^  by  himself  or  his  attorney  duly  au- 

nals  for,  or  in  erecting  and  constructing  thonzed,  enter  satisfaction  as  aforesaid, 

such  house  or  other  building,  before  any  he,  she  or  they  neglecting  or  refusing  so 

other  lien  which  originated  subse  ucnt  to  to  do,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto  the  party 

the  commencement  of  such  house  or  other  or  parties  aggrieved,  any  sum  of  money, 

tmiUing.    But  if  such  dwelling  house  or  not  exceeding  one  halt  of  the  debt,  for 

other  boxkling,  or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  which    the  claim    was  filed,  or   action 

have  been  constructed  under  contract  or  brought  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued  for  and 

contracts,  entered  into  by  the  owner  there-  demanded  by  the  person  or  persons  indem- 

of,  or  his  or  her  agent,  with  any  person  nified,  in  like  manner  as  other  debts  are 

orpersons,  no  person  who  may  have  done  now  recovered  by  the  existing  laws  for 

wonc  Ibr  such  contractor  or  contractors,  the  recovery  of  debts. 
or  fiimtshed  materials  to  him,  or  on  his        Sect.  3.    And   be  it  further  eruuted, 

Older  or  authority,  shall  have  or  possess  And  in  all  cases  of  lien  created  by  this 

any  lien  on  said  house  or  other  buildine,  act,  the  person  having  a  claim  filed  agree- 

fbr  voik  done  or  materials  so  fumishod,  ably  to  its  provisions,  may,  at  his  election, 

unless  the  person  or  persons  employed  proceed  to  recover  it  by  personal  action, 

by  SQch  contractor  to  do  work  on,  or  tur-  according  to  the  nature  of  the  demand 

ntsh  materials  for  such  building,  shall  against  the  debtor,  his  executors  or  a±nin- 

within  thirty  days  after  being  so  employ-  istrators,  or  by  scire  facias  against  the 

ed,  give  notice  m  writing  to  the  owner  debtor,  or  owner  of  the  building;  and 

or  owners  of  such  building,  or  to  his  or  where  the  proceedings  are  by  scire  fiicias, 

their  agent,  that  he  or  they  are  so  employ-  the  writ  shall  be  served  in  like  manner  sm 

ed  to  work  or  to  furnish  materials,  and  a  summons  upon  thepersons  named  ther^ 

that  tlic^  claim  the  benefit  of  the  lien  in,  if  to  be  found  within  the  county,  and  if 

franted  oy  this  act.    And  if  such  house  not  found  within  the  county,  then  by  fix- 
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ia^  a  eopy  of  the  writ  upon  the  door  of  the 
baikliDgf  affainst  which  the  claim  is  filed ; 
and  upon  the  return  of  aenrice  and  failure 
of  dewndanu  to  appear,  the  court  shall 
render  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  summons ; 
but  if  they,  or  either  of  them  appear,  they 
may  plead  and  make  defence,  and  the  like 
proceedings  shall  be  had  as  in  personal 
actions  for  the  recovery  of  debts :  Provi- 
dedj  That  no  judgment  rendered  in  such 
•cure  facias  shall  warrant  the  issuing  an 
execution,  except  against  the  building  or 
building  upon  which  the  lien  existed  as 
Aforesaid. 

CHAP.  80.  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
county  commissioners  for  the  county 
of  Peoria,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  to 
enter  a  firactional  quarter  section  of 
land  for  a  seat  of  justice,  and  for  oth- 
er purposes. 

CHAP.  81.  An  Act  authorizing  an  al- 
teration in  the  election  distncts  for 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

6ect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  Legislative  Coimcil  of  the  territo- 
ry of  Michigan  be,  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  provide  for  such  alterations  in  the 
election  districts  of  said  territory  as  will 
more  effectually  secure  to  the  different  sec^ 
tions  of  said  territory  a  more  equal  repre^ 
■entation  in  said  Legislative  Council. 

Sect.  3.  Ai%d  be  it  furtJier  enacted^ 
That  if  the  said  Legislative  Council  shall 
.have  adjourned  before  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  the  Governor  of  said  territory 
shall,  by  proclamation,  district  the  said 
territory  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  section. 


to  adonation  of  land  in  the  state  of  Mis* 
souri,  heM  in  virtue  of  seolement  and  cul- 
tivation ;  and  the  oommisskmera  appoint- 
ed under  the  above  recited  act,  ahau  pro- 
ceed to  consider,  decide  and  r^>ort  iipoB 
the  aforesaid  claims,  under  the  provisiona 
of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  neretofixe 
passed  in  relation  to  said  claims,  and  on- 
der  such  provisions  and  restrictions  of  the 
act  to  whirh  this  is  a  supplement,  as  may 
be  applicable  thereto. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  fiir  the 
Recorder  and  Commissioners  aforesaid,  to 
continue  to  take  the  testimony  of  all  such 
claims  as  heretofore  described,  for  and  du- 
ring the  term  of  two  jears  finom  the  date 
of  ilie  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  2, 1833. 

CHAP.  84.  An  Act  authorizing  the  re- 
moval of  the  office  of  Surveyed  Gene- 
ral of  Public  Liduls,  south  of  Ten' 
ncssee. 

CHAP.  85.  An  Act  granting  certain 
city  lots  to  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Georgetown  College  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

CHAP.  86.  An  Act  to  amend  an  ad 
entitled  "  An  act  to  grant  a  quantity 
of  land  to  the  state  of  Hlinois,  fior  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a  canal 
to  connect  the  waters  of  Illinois  rivcf 
with  those  of  lake  Michigan,"  and  to 
allow  further  time  to  the  state  of  Ohio 
for  commencing  the  Miami  cansl 
from  Dayton  to  lake  E^e. 

CHAP.  87.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
Georgetown  Free  School  and  Orphan 
Asylum,  in  the  district  of  Coluinhia. 


CHAP.  83.  An  Act  supplementary  to  an  CHAP.  88.    An    Act  to  authorize  the 

act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  a  President   of  the  United  States  to 

iwminary  of  learning  in  the  territory  cause  the  public  surveys  to  be  cour 

of  Arkansas,"  approved  the  second  of  nected  with  the  line  of  demarcation 

March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-  between  the  states  of  Indiana  and  D- 

seven.  linois. 


CHAP.  83.  An  Act  supplemental  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  land  claims  in  Mis- 


souri. 


Sect.  1.  Be  U  enacted  bf  the  Senate 
House  ofBepresentatives^oftke  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assemUed^ 
That  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  extended  to 
%nd  embrace  in  its  operations,  every  claim 


CHAP.  89.  An  Act  further  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the  board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee  river,  in  tne  state  of 
Alabama. 

CHAP.  90.  An  Act  prcscribiiijf  the 
mode  by  which  patents  for  Public 
Lands  shall  be  signed  and  executed. 

Sect.  1.    Beit  enacted  by  the  Senat4 
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andHouseef  Representatives  of  the  United  muchof  the  public  lands  at  or  uear  St. 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  Marks,  in  the  territory  of  Florida^  as  he 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  may  deem  proper,  to  be  laid  off  in  town 

the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  lots,  not  to  contain  more  than  one  quarter 

and  consent  of  the  Senate^  to  appoint  a  of  an  acre  each,  and  into  streets^  avenues 

Secretary,  with  a  salary  of  one  tnousand  and  out  lots  and  public  squares,  for  the 

five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  whose  use  of  the  town,  and  whenever  the  survey 

duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  of  the  same  shall  be  completed,  it  shall  be 

President,  to  sign  in  his  name,  and  for  him,  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  for  the  territory 

aH  patents  for  lands  sold  or  granted  under  of  Florida,  to  eause  two  plats  thereof  to  be 

the  authority  of  the  United  States.  made  out,  on  which  the  town  and  out  lota 

Sect.  2.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  shall  respectively  be  designated  by  pro- 

That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  gressive  numbers ;  one  of  which  snail  be 

force  until  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  field  notes, 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  to  the  Commissioner  of'^the  Greneral  Land 

and  no  longer.  Office,  and  the  other  to  the  Renter  of  the 

Approved,  March  2,  1833.  land  office  for  the  proper  district :  Provi- 
ded, That  the  President  may  adopt,  if  he 

CHAP.  91.    An  Act  to  revive  the  act  shall  approve,  such  plan  as  may  have 

entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  been  already  reported  to  the  Gr^ieral  Land 

the  several  laws  for  the  sale  of  public  Office. 

lands*''  Sect.  2.    And  he  it  further  enacted, 

That  the  aforesaid  town  and  out  lots  at 

Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  said  site,  with  the  exception  of  such  of 
and  House  of  RepreserUatives  of  the  United  thein  as  the  President  may  reserve  fof  for- 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  tifications,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the 
That  in  all  cases  in  which  persons  were  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the 
settlers  or  occupants  of  the  public  land  register  and  receiver  of  the  proper  land  of- 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thou-  fice,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Presi- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thuty-two,  and  dent  shall,  by  public  proclamation,  dwQ^ 
were  authorized  to  enter  under  the  provi-  nate  for  that  purpose;  and  all  lots  remain* 
sions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  supple-  ing  unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sales 
mentary  to  the  several  laws  for  the  sale  of  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  at 
public  lands,"  approved  April  fifth,  one  the  proper  land  office:  Provided^  Thai  no 
thousand  eight  nundred  and  thirty-two,  town  lot  shall  be  sold  for  less  them  twenty 
and  were  prevented  from  making  their  en-  five  dollars,  nor  any  out  lot  for  less  than  at 
tries,  in  consequence  of  the  public  surveys  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre ; 
not  having  been  made  and  returned,  or  and  they- shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be 
where  the  land  was  not  attached  to  any  sold  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
land  district,  or  where  the  same  has  been  are  provided  for  the  disposal  of  the  other 
reserved  from  scde  in  consequence  of  a  dts-  •  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
puled  boimdary  between  two  states,  or  be-  Sect,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
tween  a  state  and  territory,  the  said  occu*  That  previous  to  offering  the  aforesaid 
pants  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  said  town  and  out  lots  at  public  sale,  the  Presi- 
lands  on  the  same  conditions,  in  every  re-  dent  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  the 
sped,  as  were  prescribed  in  said  act,  with-  value  of  any  improvements  which  may 
in  one  year  after  the  surveys  are  made,  or  have  been  made  thereon  to  be  ascertained 
the  land  attached  to  a  land  district,  or  the  in  such  a  manner  as  he  may  prescribe  for 
boundary  line  established;  and  if  the  land  that  purpose;  and  the  purchaser  at  public 
shall  be  proclaimed  for  sale  before  the  ex-  sale  of  any  lot  upon  which  there  are  such 
pirationof  one  year  as  aforesaid,  then  the  improvements,  other  than  the  owner  there- 
said  settlers  or  occupants  shall  be  permit-  of,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  sum  to  be  paid 
ted  to  enter  before  the  sale  thereof.  to  the  United  States,  be,  and  herdby  is,  i^ 

Approved,  March  2,  1833.  quired  to  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  impiove- 

ments,  the  value  of  them  as  thus  aseer- 

CHAP.  92.    An  Act  to  establish  a  town  tained ;  and,  if  payment  therefor  shall  not 

at  St.  Marks,  Florida.  be  made  upon  the  day  on  which  the  same 

was  purchased,  the  lot  shall  be  again  ofr 

Sect.   1 .    BeU  enacted  by  the  Senate  fered  at  public  sale  on  the  next  day  of  sali^ 

and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  and  suchperson  shall  not  be  cape£le  of  be- 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  coming  the  purchaser  of  that  or  of  any 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  other  lot  offered  at  that  public  sale :  Prom* 

and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  so  tfe<i,  That,.if  any  lotsoofiervdandbidoif 
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OB  thft  iMt  day  of  the  pa1l>lie  sale  shall  not  the  Convention  between  the  Uniled 

be  tbos  paid  for,  the  lame  may  be  entered  States  and  his  majesty  the  King  of 

at  priyate  sale,  upon  pairing  to  the  United  the  Two  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples 

8t«U»  the  sum  at  which  it  was  bid  off,  and  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oddber, 


to  the  owner  of  the  improvements  the  pre-  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thiitjr- 

Tioushr    ascertained  value  thereof:  And  two. 
provided  futiker.  That  the  President  be 

oot  authorized  to  offer  any  part  of  said  Sect.  I,    Be  it  enacUd  by  tke  SmaU 

town  lots  for  sale,  tilt  he  shall  be  satisfied  and  Bouse  of  Rejpresentaiives  of  ike  UwUed 

that  the  site  proposed  for  said  town  is  not  States  of  America  in  Congress  astemUed, 

iaeluded  within  the  limits  of  any  conflict-  That  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

iag  Spaniflli  title,  which  may  not  be  re-  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

leased  or  decided  to  be  invalid.  Senate,  shall  ai^int  three  CommissioB- 

ers,  who  shall  form  a  board,  whose  duty 

CHAP.  93.    An  Act  granting  an  addi-  it  shall  be  to  receive  and  examine  a& 

tional  quantity  of  land  for  the  loca-  claims  which  majr  be  presented  to  dMm 

tion  of  revolutionary   bounty  land  under  the  Convention  between  the  United 

warrants.  States  and  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 

of  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  one  thoii- 

CfiLAP.  94.    An  Act  to  extend  the  pro-  sand  eight  hundred  and  thirtyHwo,  which 

visions  of  the  act  of  the  third  Mcurch,  are  provided  for  by  the  said  Convention, 

one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  seven,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  same, 

entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  settle-  and  the  principles  ofiustice,  equity,  and 

ments  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  law  of  nations.    Ijie  said  board  riiall 

the  UnitedStates,  until  authorized  by  have  a  Secretary,  versed  in  the  French 

law.''  and  Italian  languages,  and  a  clerk,  both  to 

be  appointed  by  ue  President,  by  and 

SiCT.  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  SefuUe  with  tne  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate: 

mndBfUse  of  Representatives  of  tke  United  And  the    commissioners,  secretary  and 

BSales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  clerk,  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  dutiei 

That  aU  offences  prescribed  in  the  {act,  en*  of  their  offices,  take  oath  well  and  faithfiilly 

titled  "  An  act  to  prevent  settlements  be-  to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 

ug  made  on  lands  coded  to  the  United  ^^^  ^     And  be  U  furtkor  enaeUd, 

States  until  auUionzed  by  law,"  approved  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be,  and 

the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  ^j^j  ^^^  hereby,  authorized  to  make  all 

hundred  and  seven,"  when  committed  up-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  regulations,  not  oontra- 

on  pubhc  lands  not  situated  within  any  yeningthe  lawsof  the  land,  the  proviaions 

atate  or  organized  territorial  ^vemment,  ^f  ^y^  ^^  ^^  the  provisions  of  the  said 

■ball  be  cognizable  in  the  District  Court  Convention,  for  carrying  their  said  eom- 

of  the  Umted  States  held  m  the  state  near-  mission  into  fall  and  complete  eflfoct 

•at  where  the  said  offence  may  have  been  ^         ,      j-^  jl.  ••/  a.wi^  »^j^m»j 

SSSfS^lTSe'  ntisfra;:>Zr "  ThatThelei^^^  of  t^^so^ 

HSetw  ^r  r^airha^rfe  ["ted  shall  m.eet  at  the  «7,f  W?^ 

SeSon  to  hear  and  determine  all  suits  or  ^^^  *"f  ^  .^.  '^^'^/''^  ^L  •. 

gXHjeotions  institut^l  for  the  recover  of  tl^  J'^l^^,!^^^ 

•n  ^  and  penalties  miposed  by  the  ttn  fhall  havrTte^prodaiined  by  the 

fii^g.    And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Presidentof  the  United  States;  and^ 

tKh  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pr««idem  m  one  year  firom  the  tme  of  said  nwatoj. 

Of  the  United  States,  to  direct  the  Indian  fW  »haU  terminate  Aeir  duhes.    And 

AcenU  at  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Rock  Is-  ^«  Secretary  of  State  is  «^^i«aa8  won 

SSTor  either  of  them,  when  offences  "  the  said  proclamation  of  the  Preadart 

TZml  the  said  act  shall  be  committed  on  »*»f?  J^*^^?.  ^^  ™»t»  ^  ^Z^.S!S^  "^^ 

JSdTiocenUy  acquired  by  treaty  from  »*"*  meetm^:  ^be  pubUdied  m  two 

theSoeand  #ox  Indians,  to  execite  and  :;S^P:P:"  ^^  ^^^^^^i^^ 

pwformaU  the  duties  required  by  the  said  other  papers  as  he  may  think  proper. 

jii^to  be  performed  by  the  Marshals,  in  Sect.  4.     And  be  it  furtker  enacted, 

toeh  mode  as  to  give  fall  effect  to  the  That  all  records,  documents  or  other  pa- 

anid  net,  in  and  over  the  lands  acquired  as  pers,  which  now  are  in,  or  hereafter  du- 

^fortaaid  nng  the  continuance  of  this  Commision 

may  come  into  the  possession  of  the  De* 

GHAP.  96.    An  Act  to  carry  into  effect  partment  of  State,  in  relation  to  such 
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eUims.  shall  be  deUverod  to  the  commie-  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

•ion  anoresaid.  on  the  business  of  the  commissions,  shall 

Sbct.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  pass  by  mail,  free  of  postage. 
That  the  compensation  of  the  respective  Sect.  9.  And  be  it  fZrtker  enaded. 
officers,  for  whose  appointment  piovision  That  as  soon  as  said  Commission  shall 
is  made  by  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  the  be  executed  and  completed,  the  records, 
Ibllowing  sums,  namely:  to  each  of  the  documents,  and  all  other  papers,  in  the 
said  Commissioners,  at  the  rate  of  three  possession  of  the  commission  or  its  officers, 
thousand  dollars  per  annum :  to  the  Sec-  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  board,  at  the  rate  of  two  thou-  retary  of  State. 
sand  dollars  per  annum ;  and  to  the  clerk, 

at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  CHAP.  96.     An  Act  to  authorize  the 

annum.     And  the  President  of  the  United  Governor  of  the  territory  of  Aikan- 

States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author-  sas  to  sell  the  land  granted  to  said 

ized  to  make  such  provisions  for  the  con-  territory  by  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 

tiagent  expenses  of  the  said  commission  proved  the  fifteenth  of  June,  one  thoo- 

as  shall  appear  to  him   reasonable  and  sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 

proper  \  and  the  said  salaries  and  expenses  and  for  other  purposes, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any   money  m  the 

Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  CHAP.  97.    An  Act  for  the  reKef  of 

Sect.  6.    And  be  it  further  enacted,  John  Bruce,  Administrator  of  Philip 

That  the  said  commissioners  shall  report  Bush,  deceased. 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  list  of  all  the 

several  awards  made  by  them;  a  certified  CHAP.  98.    An  Act  for  the   relief  of 

copy  thereof  shall  be  by  him  transmitted  John  Thomas  and  Peter  Foster, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 

shall  thereupon  distribute  in  ratable  pro-  CHAP.  99.    An   Act  for  the  relief  of 

portions,  among  the  persons  in  whose  fa-  James  Taylor,  of  Kentucky. 
vour  the  awaids  shall  have  been  made, 

such  moneys  as  may  have  been  received  CHAP.  100.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

into  the  treasury  in  virtue  of  this  act,  ac-  Peter  Barcy,  Jr.,  Stephen  Norton  and 

cording  to  the  proportions  which  their  re-  Hiram  Wolverton, 
spective  awazds  shall  bear  to  the  whole 

amount  then  received,  first  deducting  such  CELAP.  101.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  to  the  the  legal  representative  of  John  Mil- 
United  States  from  said  persons  in  whose  ler,  deceased, 
favour  said  awards  shsJl  be  made:  and 

shall  cause  certificates  to  be  issued  by  the  CHAP.  lOS.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Seeietary  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  form  Robert  Eaton. 
as  he  may  prescribe,  showing  the  propor- 
tion to  which  each  may  be  entitled  of  the  CHAP.  103.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
amount  that  may  thereafter  be  received :  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  John 
ud  on  the  presentation  of  the  said  certifi-  Campbell,  late  of  the  city  of  New 
c^OBB  at  the  treasury,  as  the  net  proceeds  York,  deceased. 
of  the  general  instalments,  payable  by  the 

Neapoutan  government,  shall  have  been  CHAP.  104.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

ittOBived,  sq3i    prcjportions  thereof  shall  Eleanor  Courts,  widow  of  Richard 

be  paid  to  the  legd  hoklers  of  the  said  cer-  Henly  Courts. 

tificates. 

Sect.  7.    And  be  it  fu/rtAer  enacted,  CHAP.  105.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secn^tary  Elizabeth  Scott,  assignee  of  Alexan- 

of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  the  several  in-  der  Scott,  Junior, 
atahnents,  with  the  interest  thereon  paya- 

Ueto  th^  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  CHAP.  106.    An  Act  forthe  relief  of  the 
•aid  Convention,  to  be  received  from  the  heirs  of  Doctor  Isaac  Ledyaid,  de- 
Neapolitan  government,  and  transferred  ceased, 
to  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as 

iSJ^7.^  ^'^  ^  S!i.S![S^  CHAP.  107.    An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 

i^^^  ^  JJ?;^  ''"tlS^^^^iS^  the  heirs  of  Colonel  John  Ely.deceas- 

the  flame  are  hereby  appropnated,  to  satis-  ^                                       ^  * 

fy  the  awards  herein  provided  for. 

Sect.  8.    And  be  U  further  enacted,  ^„  ._    ,„      .      .  ,   .      .        ,.  -    ^ 

That  all  communications  to  and  firom  the  CHAP,  108.    An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
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certain    inTaUd  penaionen,  therein    CHAP.  195.    An  Act  fiar  Um 
named.  Absalom  Bolles. 


CHAP.  109.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Adam  Caplmger. 

CHAP.  110.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomaa  Triplet. 

CHAP.  HI.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Robot  Kaine. 

CHAP.  112.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Osbom. 

CHAP.  113.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  legal  repTesentativea  of 
George  Hodge,  deceased. 

CHAP.  114.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Major  Abraham  A.  Massias. 

CHAP.  115.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Archibald  W.  Hamilton. 

CHAP.  116.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  Goodwin,  executor  of  Benja- 
min GKxxlwin,  deceased. 

CHAP.  117.  An  Act  supplemental  to 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Claxton,"  passed  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

CHAP.  118.  An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
Lieutenant  George  D.  Ramsay,  of 
the  Axmy  of  the  United  States. 

CHAP.  119.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Range,  a  soldier  of  the  revolur 
tion. 

CHAP.  130.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  P.  Frothingham,  and  the 
heirs  of  Thomas  Hopping,  deceased. 

CHAP.  121.  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  a  patent  or  patents  to  Sam- 
uel Hall,  an  alien,  non-resident. 

CHAP.  133.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Parish  Carter. 

CHAP.  133.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  mother  of  Fitz  Henry  Babbit,  late 
a  lieutenant  in  the  nayy  of  the  United 
States. 

CHAP.  134.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Algernon  S.  Thruston. 


CHAP.  136.  An  Act  forllM  nliaf  of 
Samuel  Goods. 

CHAP.  137.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Tharp. 

CHAP.  138.  An  Act  forthe  R&f  of 
Edward  B.  BabbiL 

CHAP.  139.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Gaston,  of  South  Carolina. 

CHAP.  130.  An  act  for  the  rdief  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  ofli- 
cers  and  seamen  who  were  loet  in  die 
United  States*  schooner,  the  Sylph. 

CHAP.  131.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Raphad  Paine  and  Elias  AmokL 

CHAP.  133.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Newton  Beiryman. 

CHAP.  133.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatiTOS  of  John 
Peter  Wagnon,  deceased. 

CHAP.  134.  An  Act  for  the  Hief  of 
Jared  E.  Groce,  of  the  stale  of  Alaba- 
ma. 

CHAP.  135.  An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
Thadeus  Phdps  and  Company. 

CHAP.  136.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Stewart. 

CHAP.  137.  An  Act  in  aid  of  an  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  tha  relief  of  James 
Bamett.'* 

CHAP.  138.  An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
Lieutenant  Harrey  Brown. 

CHAP.  139.  An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
Hugh  Beard. 

CHAP.  140.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
Jane  Dauphin,  administratiizof  John 
Dauphin. 

CHAP.  141.  An  Act  for  the  rdief  of 
James  Gibbon,  and  Sarah  PrioB, 
widow  of  William  Prios  and  Phit^ 
Slaughter. 
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BJBSOLUTIONS. 

No.  1.  A  Resolution  authorizing  the 
deliTflry  of  certain  papers  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  to  the  Commission- 
ers for  settling  claims  under  the  treaty 
vith  France,  of  the  second  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two. 

Approved,  February  19, 1833. 

No.  2.  A  Resolution  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  act  supplementary  to 
the  "  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  survi- 
Ting  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo* 
hition." 

Ru0hed  hff  ike  Seftale  and  Htmse  of 
Rtprueniatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That, 
in  the  execution  of  the  act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  "  Act  for  the  relief  of^certain 
surring  officers  and  soldiers  of  tJie  re- 
Tolution"  approTed  June  seTenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
whenerer  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that 
any  applicant  for  a  pension  under  said 
act  entoed  the  army  of  the  rcTolution 
in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  the  Gfo- 
Yemment,  made  prerious  to  the  eleyenth 


day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  and  continued  in  service 
until  after  that  period,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  compute  the 
period  of  any  such  applicant's  service, 
Qpom  the  time  he  then  entered  ^e  army, 
and  until  the  date  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  allow  him  a  pension  a4> 
cordingly. 
Approved,  March  2, 1833. 

No.  3.    A  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  sun- 
dry owners  of  vessels  sun^  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore. 
Approved,  March  2, 1833. 

No.  4.  A  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  correct  certain 
mistakes^ 

No.  5.  A  resolution  providing  for  the 
continuation  of  and  Gales  &.  Seaton's 
Compilation  of  State  Papers. 

No.  6.  A  Resolution  to  place  thirty  co* 
pies  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspond-' 
ence  of  the  American  Revolution  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 


OBITUARY. 


WiLLUM  H.  Matnaro. 

Auguit    38^/i,    1832.^In   New- York, 
William  H.  Maynard,  of  Utica,  aged  45. 

Mr.  Maynarj  was  a  member  of  the 
N6w-Yoik  Senate,  firom  the  county  of 
Oneida.  He  went  to  the  city  of  NeW' 
York,  a  week  or  two  before  his  death,  to 
attend  a  conyention  of  that  body,  sitting 
as  a  Court  of  Errors,  where  he  was  attack- 
ed with  cholera,  to  which  a  consecutive 
ferer  succeeded,  and  terminated  his  life. — 
He  was  a  native  of  Conway,  Mass.  the 
■on  of  a  respectable  farmer  in  moderate 
drcomstances,  and  early  gave  indications 
of  a  vigorous  mind.  His  own  industry 
and  enterprize  supplied  the  want  of  patri- 
Monial  resources;  and  after  completing 
his  preparatory  studies  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Moses  Halleck,  of  Plain- 
fieU,  he  entered  Williams  College  at  the 
age  of  about  30.  Notwithstanding  the 
drawbacks  occasioned  by  necessary  ab- 
sence, at  intervals  to  procure  the  means  of 
prosecuting  his  education,  he  maintained 
a  distin|^ished  rank  in  his  class,  and  gra- 
duated in  1810,  with  high  honours.  He 
next  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
law,  which  he  prosecuted  with  his  accus- 
tomed ardour,  m  the  office  of  Gen.  Joseph 
Bliikland,  then  of  New  Hartford,  Oneida 
county.  As  editor  of  the  Utica  Patriot, 
which  he  conducted  for  several  years,  in 
conjunction  with  his  professional  labours, 
he  exerted  an  extensive  and  salutary 
influence  both  in  politics  and  morals.  His 
known  integrity  and  conscientious  regard 
to  truth,  added  weight  to  every  sentence 
which  his  gifted  pen  indited.  He  after- 
wards devoted  his  entire  energies  to  the 
practice  of  law,  and  was  for  several  years 
associated  with  the  late  Attorney  Qene- 
ral,  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  Esq.  His  merits 
in  this  profession  are  well  known  to  the 
public,  especially  in  the  district  which  was 
the  field  of  his  labours.  As  a  member  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  Court  for  the  Correc- 
tion of  Elrrors,  his  labours  were  unremit- 
ted, and  evinced  an  unceasine  devotion  to 
Ms  public  duties.  Along  witn  uncommon 
acuteness  of  intellect,  he  possessed  a  most 
tenacious  memory,  sound  judgment,  and 
an  honesty  of  purpose  which  was  above 


suspicion.  His  charaeter  was  not  only 
free  from  blemish,  but  combined  a  raie 
union  of  excellencies. 

By  his  last  will,  he  left  a  Ugncy  of 
$20,000  for  the  organization  of  a  Law 
school,  at  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y. 


OBNgRAL  LAMARaUE. 

Jwns  1, 1833.— At  Paris,  aged  ea,  Qcn* 
eral  iiamarque. 

Maximilian  Lamarque  was  bom/USC* 
Sevre.  He  entered  the  army  as  a  pnTale 
soldier;  but  soon  became  a  captain  of 
grenadiers,  and  at  the  age  of  twanty  was 
adjutant-general.  He  rendered  impoitaBt 
services  in  the  wars  of  the  munie,  the 
campaigns  of  Austerlitz,  Tyrol,  Naples, 
and  W  agram.  His  astonishing  achieve- 
ment in  the  capture  of  Capraea,  added 
greatly  to  his  fame ;  he  was  thereupon  se- 
lected to  reduce  Calabria,  and  aftowanb 
engaged  in  the  obstinate  and  difficult  cam- 
paigns of  Spain. 

He  did  not  return  to  France  until  1814, 
and  was  not  employed  during  the  first 
restoration.  Napoleon,  on  returning  firom 
Elba,  ^ave  him  successively  the  command 
of  Pans,  and  of  a  division  on  the  Belgic 
frontier ;  and  named  him  in  May,  Gienaal 
in  chief  of  the  army  of  La  Vendue.  On  the 
second  restoration,  Lamarque  was  in- 
scnbed  on  the  list  of  proscriptions  of  the 
24th  July,  1815.  In  1826  he  was  elected 
to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 


Duke  of  Reicbstadt. 

July^,  1832.— At  the  palace  ofScho- 
enbrunn,  near  Vienna,  of  consumption, 
aged  21,  Napoleon-Francis^Charles-Jo- 
sepH,  Duke  of  Reichstadt,  son  of  Ni^po- 
leon. 

He  was  bom  at  Paris,  March  20, 1811, 
the  only  offspring  of  the  ill-omened  alliance 
of  Napoleon  and  the  Archduchess  Maria 
Louisa ;  and  immediately  upon  his  biith 
received  the  title  of  King  of  Rome.  Tbt 
occurrence  was  receiv^  with  the  most 
rapturous  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the 
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I^«Dcli  fwople.    He  reeeiTed  the  names  been  ftiHy  atenged ;  nor  bae  there  ever 

of  Fraacia  and  Charlea  in  compliment  to  occurred  a  more  striking  example  of  the 

hia  maternal  grandfather  and  uncle,  and  Tanity  of  human  wiahes ! 

that  of  Joseph  from  his  paternal  uncle  the 

King  of  Spain.  -  — 

On  his  father's  abdication,  the  Empress 

was  in  1814  declared  Duchess  of  Parma,  Walter  Scott. 

and  her  son  was  styled  Prince  of  Parma,  Sept.  21. 1832. — At  Abbotsford,  county 

until  the  rerersion   of  that   principality  Roxburgh,    N.    B.,     aged   51,    Walter 

was  assigned  to  a  Prince  of  Sardinia. —  Scott,  Bart.,  the    greatest  name  in  the 

On  the  Wd  of  July,  1818,  he  was  created  modern  annals  of  literature. 

Duke  of  Reichstadt,  with  a  large  estate  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  the  son  of  Wal- 

and  castle  in  Bohemia.  ter  Scott,  Esq.,  writer  to  the  Sienet,  by 

The  Duke  of  Reichstadt  had  a  separate  Anne,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Ruuierford, 
establishment  in  a  wingof  thequadran^e  professor  of  the  practice  of  medicine  iii 
of  the  Imperial  Palace ;  and  removed  with  Edinburgh.  His  ancestry,  both  patental 
the  court  for  the  summer  months  to  the  and  maternal,  was  distinguished  by  mar- 
palaces  of  Scboenbrunn  or  Lachsenburg.  Ual  reputation.  His  father  was  not  re- 
The  surreillance  under  which,  at  the  in-  markanle  for  literary  talents ;  but  his  mo- 
stigationofMettemich,  this  young  Prince  ther  was  not  only  intimate  with  Allan 
was  kept,  from  the  period  of  his  arrival  in  Ramsay,  Blacklock,  Beattie,  Bums,  and 
Vienna,  was  very  strict  Until  he  attained  other  eminent  men,  but  was  herself,  says 
his  nineteenth  year,  he  was  never  suffer-  one  authority, "  a  poetess  of  taste  and  ge- 
ed  to  stir  from  the  palace  of  the  Burg,  nius ;"  this,  however,  has  been  denied, 
without  his  sovevior,  Count  Dietrich-  thou^  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  her 
stein,  or  his  siu>*govemor ;  whether  to  at-  character  of  mind  was  such  as  to  exert 
lend  his  lessons  at  the  swimming  school,  great  influence  on  the  taste  and  intellect  of 
or  take  a  walk  on  the  bastions,  or  a  ride  her  son. 

in  the  Prater^  Althou^  of  a  very  lively  Sir  Walter  was  bom  at  Edinburgh  on 
turn  he  was  not  suffered  to  form  an  the  15th  of  August,  1771.  He  was  the 
intimacy  with  any  young  person  of  third  of  a  family  consisting  of  six  sons 
his  own  age.  Naturally  of  a  feeble  and  one  daughter.  When  an  infant,  Sif 
oonstitntion  and  delicate  conformation,  W.  was  ailing  and  weak;  from  an  early 
he  outgrew  his  strength  so  early  as  agehewaslameof  the  right  loot— -whether 
his  sixteenth  year,  and  never  attained  this  deformity  arose  from  organic  disorder 
any  thing  like  rolnist  health ;  while  the  or  from  falling  out  of  the  aims  of  a  care- 
damp  atmosphere  of  the  palace  of  less  nurse,  is  a  matter  of  some  dispute. 
Sehoenbrunn,  which  is  situated  in  a  hoi-  Sir  Walter  was  not  distinguished  in  hi« 
low,  overhung  by  a  range  of  hills,  tend-  early  years  above  hia  comrades,  except- 
ed to  his  state  of  frirther  enervation.  His  ingby  one  qualification,  and  that  was^ 
disposition  was  naturally  prone  to  melan-  story-telling.  To  tell  tales  of"knight- 
eboly ;  and  several  anecdotes  have  been  errantry,  and  battles,  and  enchantments," 
related  which  are  tinged  with  that  charac-  drawn  sometimes  from  recollection,  and 
teristic.  A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  sometimes  invented,  and  continued  from 
he  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  **  So  young,  day  to  day  as  opportunity  offered,  was 
10  there  then  no  remedy  1  My  birth  and  the  dearest  luxury  of  the  niture  romance 
my  death  then  will  be  the  only  points  of  writer.  He  entered  the  High  School  of 
remembrance."  Some  time  since,  his  mo-  Edinburgh  in  1779,  and  so  far  was  he 
ther  sent  to  him  the  superb  cradle  that  was  from  thriving  in  his  class,  that,  it  is  said, 

g'yen  at  his  birth  by  the  city  of  Paris,  the  twenty-fifth  place  was  no  uncommon 
e  deposited  it  in  the  imperial  treasury,  situation  for  the  friture  author  of  the  War 
and  recalling  the  circumstance  to  his  verley  novels.  As  a  scholar,  indeed,  he 
mind  a  few  days  since,  he  cried,  "  My  never  became  remarkable  fi>r  proficiency, 
tomb  will  be  near  my  cradle."  There  is  his  own  authority  for  saying, 
The  Ehike  of  Reichstadt  certainly  pos-  even  that  in  the  exercise  of  metrical  trans- 
sessed  some  of  the  intellectual  talents  of  lation  he  ftil  far  short  of  some  of  his  com- 
his  illustrious  father;  and  evinced  very  panions;  although  others  preserve  a  some- 
early  an  amiable  disposition  and  a  gene-  what  differpot  recollection,  and  state  that 
reus  temper.  Napo1«'on  rained  himself  this  was  a  department  in  which  he  always 
for  the  sake  of  offspring :  the  rock  of  St.  manifested  a  superiority.  It  is,  however, 
Helena  and  the  early  grave  of  the  Duke  of  unquestionable,  that  in  his  exercises  ho 
Rei^Mtadt,  are  the  remits  of  that  fiital  ta^  was  remarkable,  to  no  ipconaidiBfable  ex- 
ror.  The  faidifrxl  Joaephine  has  indeed  tsnt,  for  blundering  and  inconeetness ; 
Ese 
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his  mind  apparently  not  possessing  that  and  HeUen,"  from  the  German,  pyiMiahrf 

aptitude  for  mastering  small  details,  in  in  1798.    It  was  by  no  *iiieaiis  soooeaa- 

which  so  much  of  scholarship,  in  its  ear*  fill ;.  he  tells  us  himself,  "  A  great  pan 

liest  stages,  consists.     About  this  time  an  of  the   edition    was   condemned  to   the 

attempt  was  made  to  teach  him  music,  seryice  of  the  trunk-maker,"    His  second 

but  his  instructor  soon  abandoned  him,  publicationwasa  tragedy,  transLated  from 

with  the   declaration  "  that  he  had  no  the  Grennan  of  Goeue,  entitled,  "  Goets 

ear."  of   Berlichingen*."      Ballad  poetry  was 

After  haying:  be<>n  two  years  under  the  his  favourite  at  the  time,  aiid  his  fint 
Rectorof  the  High  School,  he  was  placed  original  attempts  are  in  this  style — 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  October,  "  Glenfinlas,"  and  the  "  Eve  sf  St.  John." 
1783.  It  woukl  appear  that  Sir  Walter  Previous  to  this,  in  1797,  he  had  mar* 
did  not  proceed  re^larly  through  the  aca-  ried  Miss  Carpentrar,  a  young  lady  of 
demical  course.  He  was  matnculated  or  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  by  wlicmi  he  had  two 
booked,  in  1783,  at  once,  for  the  Humanity  sons  and  two  dai^hters.  Lady  Scott 
or  Latin  class  under  professor  Hill,  and  died  in  1826.  In  1799  he  was  appointed 
the  Greek  class  under  Professor  Dalzel;  Sheriff  of  Selkirkshire.  In  1802,  appear- 
and for  the  latter,  once  mooe,  in  1784. —  ed  "  The  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  uot- 
But  the  only  other  class  for  which  he  der,"  a  work  which  laid  the  foundation  of 
seems  to  have  matriculated  at  the  college  Sir  Walter's  fame.  The  materiab  ibr 
was  that  of  lofic,  under  professor  Brace,  those  volumes  were  collected  by  actual  re- 
in 1785.  Although  he  may,  perhaps,  search  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  bor- 
have  attended  oth^  classes  without  ma-  der,  from  whose  lips  many  of  the  ballads 
triculation,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  were  taken  down. 

his  irregular  health  produced  a  corres*        In  1803,   Sir  Walter  resolved   upon 

ponding  irregularity  in  his  academical  abandoning  his  profesnon,  of  which,  he 

studies.    The  result  was  that  he  entered  says,  in  the  words  of  Slender,  "  thoe  was 

life  much  in  the  condition  of  his  illustri-  no  great  love  between  us  at  the  beginnings 

ous  prototype,  the  Bard  of  Avon,  "  with  and  it  pleased  Heaven  to  decrease  it  on 

little  Latin  and  less  Greek."  further  acquaintance.'*     This  reaolutioD 

His  reading,  about  this  time,  was  mis-  gave  birth  to  "  The  Lay  of  the  Last  Min- 
eellaneous,  and  very  extensive,  especially  strel,"  which  appeared  in  1805.  It  was 
in  works  of  fiction.  His  taste  resembled  sold  by  him  for  600/.  In  1806,  he  was 
much  that  of  Milton's  early  days.  He  made  Principal  Clerk  of  Session,  a  aitua- 
Boon  commenced  studying  for  the  bar,  to  tion  of  which  the  profits  were  seldam 
which  he  was  called  as  an  advocate  in  much  below  \QO0l.  a  year'.  "  Mannion" 
1793.  He  began  life  in  an  elegant  house,  appeared  in  1806,  and  obtained  10002.  fw 
in  the  most  fashionable  part  of  the  town,  its  author.  A  new  edition  of"  Dryden," 
but  it  was  not  his  lot  to  acquire  either  "  Saddlei-'s  State  Papers,"  "  Sotner's 
wealth  or  distinction  at  the  bar.  He  had.  Tracts,"  "The  Lsdy  of  the  Lake," 
perhaps,  some  little  employment  at  the  "  Rokeby,"  •'  The  Lord  of  the  Isles," 
provincial  sittings  of  the  criminal  court,  "  The  Bridal  of  Triennain,"  and  "  Har- 
and  occasionally  acted  in  unimportant  old  the  Daundess,"  followed  in  rapid  soe- 
causes  as  junior  counsel,  but  the  emolu-  cession ;  all  previous  to  the  appearance 
ment  derived  from  professional  sources  of  Waverley ;  which  though  paitly  writ- 
was  very  inconsiderable.  At  all  events,  ten  in  1805,  was  not  published  until  1814. 
his  success  was  not  so  flattering  as  to  To  Waverley  succeeded,  in  1815, "  Gut 
draw  him  off  from  the  pursuit  in  which  Mannering  r  in  1816, "  The  Antiquary, ' 
his  heart  was  more  especially  engaged,  and  "  The  First  Series  of  the  Tales  of 
He  had,  while  in  school,  "perpetratecr'  a  my  Landlord,"  conUinin|:  the  Black 
poem  of  six  lines,  on  a  thunder  storm;  an  Dwarf^  and  OM  Mortahty;in  181^ 
unsparing  criticism  on  which,  by  an  apo-  "  Rob  Roy,"  and  "  The  Seoeiid  Series  of 
thecary's  wife,  drove  rhymes  so  effectually  the  Tales  of  my  Landlord,"  containing 
out  of  his  head,  that  he  tells  us,  "  for  ten  the  Heart  of  Mra-Lothian;  and  in  1819, 
years  he  had  not  indulged  the  wish  to  "  The  Third  Series  of  the  Tales  of  my 
couple  so  much  as  dove  and  love  "  when  LandlcMrd,"  containing  the  Bride  of  Lam- 
finding  Lewis,  the  author  of  "  Tales  of  mermoor,  and  A  Legend  of  Montrose. — 
Wonder,"  in  possession  of  much  reputa-  In  1830  came  "  Ivanhoe ;"  then,  in  the 
tion  on  account  of  his  translations  and  same  year, "  The  Monasto^,"  aiMl  "  The 
imitations  firom  the  German,  he  was  exeit-  Abbott ;"  in  the  beginning  of  1821, "  Ken- 
cd  by  the  desire  to  imitate  this  style  him-  nelwortii ;"  making  twelve  volumes  pub- 
self.  In  this  circumstance  originated  his  hshed,  if  not  written,  in  as  many  months. 
first    work,  "  The  Chase,  and  William  In  1829,  he  produced  "The  Pirate,"  and 
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"  Th6  Poifimes  of  Nigel ;"  in  1823, "  Pe-  title  of"  MacdaflTs  Cross,"  to  a  collection 

veriJ  of  the  Peak,"    and  "  Q^uentin  Dur-  by  Miss  Joanna  Bailie;  and,  to  conclude 

ward;"  in  18^  "  St.  Ronan's  Well,"  and  the  enumeration  of  his  poetical  works, 

"  Ked  Gauntlet ;"  in  1825,  "  Tales  of  the  "  The  Doom  of  DevergoU,"  and  "  The 

Crusaders;"  in  1^36,  "  Woodstock ;"  in  Auchendrane  Tragedy,    appeared  in  one 

18^,  "  Chronicles  of  the  Canongate,  first  volume,  in  1830.    As  an  Historian,  Sir 

series ;"  m  1828,  "  Chronicles  of  the  Can-  Walter  is  known  by  "  The  Life  of  Buo- 

ongate,  second  series ;"  in  1829,  Anne  of  naparte,"  which  appeared  in  1827,  and 

Gierstein ;"  and  in  1831,  "  A  Fourth  se-  produced  him,  it  is  said,  12,00(K.,  being  at 

ries  of  Tales  of  my  Luidlord,"  in  four  the  rate  of  231.  a  day  for  the  time  he  had 

Tolumes,  containing  two  tales,  respective-  been  enga^  on  it.    He  contributed  also, 

ly  entitled  Count  Robert  of  Pans,  and  to  "  The  history  of  Scotland,"  in  two  vo- 

Castle  Dangerous.    These  novels,  with  lumes,  to  "  Lajtdner's  Cyclododia ;"  nor 

those  formerly  enumerated,  make  up  the  must   "  Tlie   History   of  Scotland,"   in 

amount  of  his  fictitious  prose  compositions  "  The  Tales  of  a  Grandfather,"  be  fbrgot- 

to  the  enormous  sum  of  seventy- four  vo-  ten.    He  on  one  occasion  presented  the 

lumes.  world  with  a  single  "  Sermon ;"  which, 

Throughout  the  whole  of  his  career,  however,  did  no  particular  credit  to  his 

both  as  a  poet  and  a  novelist.  Sir  Walter  talents  in  theology.  He  was  created  a  Bar 

was  in  the  habit  af  turning  aside  ocx^asioa-  ronet  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  1820,  by 

ally  to  less  important  avocations  of  a  lite-  Gieorge  the  Fourth, 

rary  character.     He  was  a  contributor  to  In  1831,  an  indisposition,  considered  to 

"  The  Edinburgh    Review"  during  the  have  arisen  from  violent  and  protracted 

first  few  years  ^  iu  existence,  though  for  mental  exertion,  began  to  assume  a  set- 

the  last  twenty  years,  perhaps,  he  had  not  tied  character,  and  his  physician  recom- 

so  much  as  opened  the  worK.     To  "  The  mended  a  residence  in  Italy  as  almost  the 

duarterly  Review"  he  was  a  considerable  only  means  of  delaying  the  approach  of  a 

contributor,  especially  for  the  last  five  or  most  dangerous  iUness.     He  in  conse- 

six  years  of  his  life;  during  which,  that  quence,  set  sail  for  Italy  on  October  29, 

periodical  was  conducted  by  his  son-in-  1831 ;  but,  after  an  absence  of  nine  months 

taw,  Mr.  Lockhart.    To  "  The  Supple-  returned  to  England  in  a  more  unfavora- 

ment  of  the  Sixth  Edition  of  the  Encyclo-  ble  state  of  heiuth  than  when  he  departed, 

pedia  Britannica,"  he  contributed  the  ar-  He  lingered  on  until  the  21st  of  Septem- 

tides  Chivalry,  Romance,  and  the  Drama,  ber,  when  he  expired  at  half  past  one  in 

In  1814,  he  edited  the  Works  of  Swift,  in  the  afternoon. 

nineteen  volumes,  with  a  Life  of  the  Au-  Sir  Walter  Scott  possessed  in  an  emi- 

thor,  a  heavy  work,  but  which,  neverthe-  nent  degree,  the  power  of  imagination, 

less,  required  a  reprint  some  years  after-  with  the  gift  of  memory.     If  to  this  be  adr 

wards.     In    1814,  Sir  Walter  gave  his  ded  his  strong  tendency  to  venerate  past 

name  and  an  elaborate  Intitxluctory  Es-  things,  we  at  once  have  the  most  obvious 

say  to  a  work  entitled  "  Border  Antiqui-  features  of  his  intellectual  character.    A 

ties,"  (two  volumes  quarto),  which  con-  desultory  course  of  reading  had  brought 

sisted  of  engravings  of  the  principal  an-  him  into  acquaintance  with  almost  all  the 

tique  object  on  both  sides  or  the  Border,  most  fictitious  literature  that  existed  be- 

accompanied  by  descriptive  letter^press.  fore  his  own  day,  as    well  as  the  mi- 

In  1815,  he  made  a  tour  through  France  nutest  points  of  British,  and  more  paitiou- 

and  Belgium,  visiting  the  scene  of  the  re-  larl^  Scottish  history.    His  easy  and  fft- 

c^nt  victory  over  Napoleon.    The  result  miliar  habits  had,  also,  introduced  him  to 

was  a  lively  travellers  volume,  under  the  an  extensive  observation  of  the  varieties  of 

title  of  "  Paul's  Letters  to  his  Kinsfolk,"  human  character.    His  immense  memory 

and  a  poem  styled  "  The  FieM  of  Water-  retained  the   ideas  thus    acquired,    and 

Wkl"    In  the  same  year,  he  joined  with  his  splendid  imagination  gave  them  new 

Mr.  Robert  Jameson  and  Mr.  Henry  Wfr>  shape   and  colour.     Thus,  his  literary 

ber,  in  composing  a  quarto, "  On  Icelan-  character  rests  almost  exclusively  upon  his 

die  Amiquities.*"   In  1819,  he  published  power  of  combining    and  embellishing 

''An  Account  of  the  Regalia  of  Scotland,"  past  events,  and  his  skill  in  delineating 

and  undertook  to  furnish  the  letter^press  natural  character.    In  early  life,  accident 

to  a  second  collection  of  engravings,  un-  threw  his  exertions  into  the  shape  of  verse 

derthe  title  of  **  Provincial  Antiquities,  — in  latter  life,  into  prose;  but  m  whate- 

flmd  Picturesque  Scenery  of  Scotland." —  ver  form  they  fq>pear,  the  powers  are  not 

In  1822,  appeared  his  dramatic  poem  of  much  different.    The  same  magician  is 

"  Halidon  Hill ;"  and  in  1823,  he  oontri-  still  at  work,  re-awaking  the  fi(^ires  and 

fauted  a  smaller  dramatic  poem,  under  the  events  of  history,  or  sketching  the  charao* 
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lun  which  ve  every  day  see  around  us,  thdcsa,  firom  the  bi^y  aiirtoendc  tone 
and  inTesting  the  whole  with  the  Ught  of  of  his  nund,  he  had  no  affection  for  the 
a  most  extraordinary  fancy.  Hisrerai-  people  as  a  body.  He  seems  to  have 
lied  writings,  though  replete  with  good  never  conoeiTed  the  idea  of  a  manly  and 
feeling,  display  neither  the  hieh  imagin-  independent  character  in  middle  or  faum- 
ings  nor  the  profound  sympathies,  which  ble  life;  and  in  his  novels,  where  an  indi- 
are  expected  m  poetry ;  their  charm  lies  vidual  of  these  classes  are  introduced,  he 
almost  entirely  in  the  re-creation  of  bemgs  is  never  invested  with  any  virtue,  unless 
long  sine  passed  away,  or  the  conception  obedience,  or  even  servility  to  superiors, 
of  others  tk^o  might  be  supposed  to  nave  be  of  the  number.  Among  the  features  of 
once  existed.  As  some  of  the  material  his  character,  it  would  &  improper  to 
elements  of  poetry  were  thus  wanting,  it  omit  noticing  his  passion  for  field  sports, 
was  fortunate  that  he  at  last  preferred  and  for  all  the  machinery  by  which 
prose  as  a  vehicle  for  his  ideas — a  medium  they  are  carried  on.  He  was  so  fond 
of  communication  in  which  no  more  was  of  a  good  horse,  that  he  would  turn  the 
expected  than  what  he  was  able  or  inclin-  most  serious  conversation,  in  order  to 
ad  to  give,  while  it  afforded  a  scope  for  the  remark  the  strength  and  speed  of  one 
delineation  of  familiar  character,  which  of  these  animals  which  he  saw  pass- 
was  nearly  denied  in  poetry.  As  the  dis-  Ing.  He  has  also  recorded  his  attachment 
eoverer  and  successral  cultivator  of  this  to  dogs,  by  being  frequently  drawn  with 
kind  of  fictitious  writing.  Sir  Walter  one  by  his  side.  Considered  simply  as  a 
Scott  must  rank  among  the  very  highest  writer  of  the  En^ish  language,  he  does 
names  in  Britnb  litersture, — Shakspeare,  not  rank  high.  His  sentences  are  not  only 
Miiton,  and  Byron,  being  the  only  others  deformed  to  a  great  degree  by  the  erroxv 
who  can  be  said  to  stand  on  the  same  called  Scotticisms,  but  are  often  construct- 
level,  ed  in  a  slovenly  and  defective  manner,    h 

Among  the  minor  powers  of  his  mind,  is  also  obvious  that,  in  his  attempts  to 

humour  was  one  of  the  most  prominent,  compose  history,  he  neither  takes  the  pains 

Both  in  his  prose  writings  and  in  private  necessary  for  insuring  correctness,  nor 

conversation,  he  was  perpetually  making  can  prevent  his  imagination  from  giving 

droll  application  of  some  ancient  adage,  too  much  aid  to  the  picture.    It  was  not, 

of  some  snatch  of  popular  literature,  or  perhaps,  altogether  without  grounds,  that 

some   whimsical  anecdote   of  real   life,  GenendGourffaud  spoke  of  his  Life  ofNa- 

which  he  happened  to  think  appropriate  poleon  as  the  last  romance  by  the  author 

to  the  occasion.    He  was  characterized  of  Waverley. 

to  a  degree  uncommon  in  men  of  much        It  is  by  far  the  ereatest  glory  of  Sir 

less  genius,  by  his  worldly  sagacity  and  Walter  Scott,  that  he  shone  equally  as  a 

common  sense:  the  whole  tone  of  his  con-  good  and  virtuous  man,  as  he  did  m  his 

versation  was    eminently   rational — ^re-  capacity  of  the  first  fictitious  writer  of  the 

plete,  no  doubt,  with  benevolence,  with  age.     His  behaviour   through  life  was 

numour,  and  with  lively  illustration,  but  marked  by  undeviating  integrity  and  im- 

never  for  a  moment  forssking  the  walk  of  rity,  insomuch  that  no  scandalous  whia- 

sonnd  reflection  and  wisdom.  per  was  ever  yet  circulated  against  hinL 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  as  a  still  stron-  ^he  traditionary  recollection  of  his  earty 

ger  proof  of  his  possessing  this  enviable  life,  is  burdened  with  no  stain  of  any  soit. 

foeulty,  that  throughout  his  whole  life,  His  character  as  a  husband  and  a  father  is 

even  when  eneaged  most  deeply  in  ab-  altogether  irreproachable.    Indeed,  in  no 

stractine  studies  and  pursuits,  he  main-  sin^e  relation  of  life  does  it  appear  that 

tained  his  credit  as  a  prudent  man  of  the  he  ever  incurred   the  least  blame.    His 

work).    A  strong  feeling  of  n^ationality  good  sense,  and  good  ieeline  united,  ap- 

was  another  of  the  features  of  his  charao>  pear  to  have  guided  him  ari^  through  all 

ter,  though  perhaps  it  ought,  in  some  mea-  the  difficulties  and  temptations  of  life :  and 

sure,  to  be  identified  wiu  lus  tendency  to  even  as  a  politician,  though  blamed  by 

admire  whatever  belonged  to  the  past,  many  for  his  exclusive  sympathy  in  tba 

He  loved  Scotland  and  i^tchmen,  mit,  it  cause  of  established  rule,  be  was  always 

may  be  remarked,  fully  as  much  with  a  acknowledged  to  be  too  benevolent  and 

view  to  what  they  were,  and  what  they  too  unobtrusive  to  call  for  severe  censure, 

did  long  ago.  as  to  their  later  or  present  Along  with  the  most  perfect  uprigfatnesa 

condition.    Of  the  common  people,  when  of  coi^uct,  he  was  characterized  by  extra- 

they  came  individually  before  him^  it  can-  ordinary    simplicity    of  manners.    He 

not  be  said  that  he  was  a  despiser;  to  was  invariably  gracious  and  kind,  and  h 

them,  as  to  all  who  came  in  his  way,  he  was  impossible  ever  to  detect  in  hia  oob- 

was  invariably  kind  and  aAible.    Never-  vwsation  a  symptom  of  hu  gixmading-thtt 
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riigfateH  titk  to  ootisidcntion.upoa  his  lit-  beeame  to  OMMpacucmi  fbr  liis  vuMtorlgr 

emy  fiune,  or  of  hUsven  being  oonocions  experiiiMnta  and  striking  diaeovenes,  >•• 

of  it.  gardiBg  radiant  lieat,  and  the  cQimaiiofft 

between  light  and  heat,  we  are  unable  to 

■    ■  '  Bay.    His  differential  thermometer,  one  of 

the  moat  beauti ftd  and  deiicate  ina^rumenia 

Sir  John  Lgsijk.  that  inductive  genius  ever  cootriTed  as  a 

Navr,  3,  1833. — At  his  seat  of  Coates,  help  to  experimentid  inquiry,  and  which 

Fifeshire,  Professor  Sir  John  Leslie.  rewarded  its  author  by  its  happy  nuniatiy 

This  eminent  philosopher  was  bom  in  to  the  success  of  some  of  his  nnest  ezperi* 

April,  1 766,  and  was  originally  destined  by  ments,  was  invented  before  the  year  1800{ 

his  parents  to  follow  the  humble  occupa-  as  it  was  described  in  Nicholson's  PhikH 

tion  connected  with  a  small  farm  and  mill,  sophical  Journal,  some  time  during  thai 

Before,  however,  he  reached  bis  twelfth  year.    The  results  oi  those  fine  inquirie8| 

year^  his  fondness  for  calculation  and  geo-  m  which  he  was  so  much  aided  by  this 

metrical  exercises  introduced  him  to  the  late  exquisite  instrument,  were  pubUsbed  to  tha 

Professor  John  Robinson,  and  through  world  in  18M,  in  his  cdebrated  *^  Essay  oi^ 

him  to  Professors  Playfair  and  Stuart  the  Nature  and  Propagation  of  Heat." 

When  they  first  saw  him  he  was  still  a  The  remarkable  discoveries  which  distin- 

boy,  and  they  were  much  struck  with  the  euish  this  publication  far  more  than  atona 

extraordinary  powers  which  he  then  dis-  for  its  great  defects  of  method,  its  very 

played.    Aflter  some  previous  education,  questionable  theories,  and  its  transgrea- 

nis  parents  were  induced,  in  consequence  sions  against  that  simplicity  of  style  which 

of  strong  recommendations,  to  enter  nim  a  its  aspiring  author  rather  spurned  than 

student  at  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  was  enabled  to  exemplify,  but  which  must 

Having  passed  some  time  in  that  ancient  be  allowed  to  be  a  quality  peculiarly  indis- 

seminary,  he  removed  to  Edinburgh,  and  pensable  to  the  communication  of  scienti* 

while  a  student  in  the  university  there,  he  nc  knowledge.     In  1805  Mr.  Leslie  waa 

was  introduced  to  and  employed  by  Dr.  elected  to  fill  the  mathematical  chair  in 

Adam  Smith,  to  assist  the  studies  of  his  the  university  of  Edinburgh, 

nephew,  Mr.  Douglass,  afterwards  Lord  In  the  year  1810,  he  arrived,  through  the 

Reston.   Disliking  the  church,  he  proceed-  assistance  of  his  hyerometer,  at  the  disco- 

ed  to  London,  after  completing  the  usual  very  of  that  sineulany  beautiful  process  of 

course  of  study  in  Bldinburgh.    He  carried  aitificial  congelation,  which  enabled  him 

with  him  some  recommendatory  letters  to  convert  water  and  mercury  into  ice. 

from  Dr.  Smith;  and  recollected  that  one  Mr.  Leslie  was  removed  to  the  chair  of 

of  the  most  pressing  injunctions  by  which  Natural  Philosophy  in  1819,  on  the  death 

he  was  honoured  by  that  illustrious  philo-  of  Professor  Play  tair.    He  had  previously 

sopher  was,  to  be  sure^  if  the  person  to  whom  published  his  *'  Elements  of Gkometry ,"  and 

ke  was  to  present  himself  was  an  aiUhor  to  an  account  of  experiments  on  instruments 

read  his  book  befote  approaching  Atm,  so  depending  on  the  relation  of  air,  heat  and 

as  to  be  aJUe  to  speak  o/U,  if  there  should  moisture.    Of  his  "  Elements  of  Natural 

be  a  fit  opportunity.  Philosophy,"  afterwards  compiled  for  the 

Mr.  Leslie^s  first  important  undeitak-  use  of  his  class,  only  one  volume  has  been 

in|p  was  a  translation  of  Buflbn's  Natural  published.    He  wrote,  besides  the  works 

History  of  Birds,  which  was  published  in  mentioned,  some  admirable  articles  in  the 

1793,  in  9  8vo.  volumes.  "  Edinburgh  Review ;"  and  several  very 

The  sum  he  received  for  it,  laid  the  found-  valuable  treatises  on  different  branches  of 

ation  of  that   pecuniary   independence,  physics,  in  the  supplement  to  the  "  Ency- 

which,  unlike  many  other  men  of  eenius,  dopedia  Britannica."    His  last,  and  cai^ 

his  prudent  habits,  fortunately  enabled  him  tidnly  one  of  his  best  and  most  interesting 

early  to  attain.   The  preface  to  this  work,  compositions,  was  a  "  Discourse  on  the 

which  was  published  anonymously,  is  History  of  Mathematical  and  Physical 

characterized  by  all  the  peculiarities  of  his  Science,'^  during  the  eighteenth  century, 

later  style:  but  it  also  speaks  a  mind  of  prefixed  to  the  seventh  edition    of  that 

great  native  vigour  and  lofty  conceptions,  National  Encyclopttdia. 

strongly  touched  with  admiration  for  the  Itwould  be  impossible,  we  think,  for  any 

sublime  and   the  grand  in  nature  and  intellieentand  well  constituted  mind  to  re* 

science.    Some  time  afterwards  he  pro-  view  the  labcnirs  of  this  distinguished  man, 

oeeded  to  the  United  States  of  America,  as  without  a  strong  foeling  of  admiration  for 

a  tutor  to  one  of  the  Randolphs.  his  inventive  genius  aixl  vigorous  powers, 

4-t  what  period  Mr.  Leslie  first  stmdt  andof  rei^pedt  for  that  extensiveknowladgr 

likto  that  brifiiantfiddofinquiry  where  he  which  his  active  curiosity,  his  ymam- 
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reading,  and  his  happy  memory,  had  ena-  of  Tufleaii)^:  she  died  at  Trieale  in  1890; 

Ued  him  to  attain.    »>me  few  of  his  oon-  3.  Pauiinei  Prinoeasof  Borghese;  shedied 

temporaries,  in  the  same  walks  of  science,  at  Florence  in  18^;  and  3.  Caroiine,  wife 

may  hare  excelled  him  in  profundity  of  of  Murat,  kin^  of  Napkss,  and  afterwards 

nnJcrrtanding,  in  philoeophical  caution,  ofMarshalMacdonald,  now  living  in  Aus- 

and  in  logical  accuracy:  out  we  d<lubt  if  tria  as  countess  of  Lipano. 
any  surpassed  him,  whilst  he  must  be  al- 

I  Ywed  to  haTe  surpassed  many,  in  that  ore-  ^*- 
ative  faculty,  one  of  the  highest  and  rarest 

of  nature's  gifts,  which  leads,  and  is  ne-  Baron  Tentbrden. 
cessary,  to  discovery,  though  not  all-sufli-  Ntn>.  4, 1832. — At  his  house  in  London, 
cient  of  itself  for  the  formauon  of  safe  con-  aged  78,  Charles  Abbott,  Baxon  Tenter- 
chisions;  or  in  that  subtihy  and  reach  of  den,  of  Hendron,  Middkaex,  Chief  Jus- 
discernment,  which  seizes  the  finest  and  tice  of  the  Court  of  filing's  Bcsich. 
least  obvious  relations  among;  the  objects  This  eminent  judge  was  bom  at  Can- 
of  science,  which  elicits  the  hidden  secrets  teibury,  Oct.  7,  17&.  His  father  was  a 
ofnature,  and  ministers  to  the  new  combi-  hair-dresser,  whose  house  stood  on  the 
nations  of  her  powers.  left  hand  side  of  the  western  entrance  to 

the  cathedral,  and  who  has  been  described 
as ''  a  taU,  erect,  primitive  looking  man, 
with  a  large  club-pigtail  behind  him,  and 


LBTrru  BuoNAPARTB.  ^  ^  the  instruments  of  his  business  under 
At  Rome,  aged  83,  Madame  Letitia  cme  arm,  attended  firequently  by  his  son 
Buonaparte,  mother  of  Napoleon.  (the  Chief  Justice)  a  youth  as  decent, 
It  was  in  the  midst  of  civil  discord,  fights,  grave,  and  primitive-looking  as  himself.'* 
and  skirmishes,  that  Carlo  Buonaparte  Mr.  Abbott  was  entered  as  a  member 
married  Letitia  Ramolini,  one  of  the  most  Corpus  Christi  College^  Oxford,  in  the 
beautiful  young  women  in  the  Island  of  year  1780  or  1781,  alwut  six  years  after 
Corsica.  She  possessed  a  great  firmness  Lord  Eldon,  aad  his  brother,  Lord  Stow- 
of  character,  and  partook  the  dangers  of  ell,  had  become  members  of  University 
her  husband  during  the  years  of  civil  war.  College ;  the  latter  of  these  able  men  being 
She  is  said  to  have  accompanied  him  on  the  tutor  of  his  college,  whilst  Mr.  Abbott 
horseback  in  some  military  expeditions,  or  was  at  Oxfiiid.  Thus  at  the  same  period, 
perhaps  hasty  flights,  sliortly  before  tlie  there  were  three  men  at  the  university 
nirth  of  the  future  emperor-,  and  on  the  (one  of  them  a  scholar  holding  anexhi- 
very  day  of  that  occurrence,  having  been  bition  not  exceeding  sixteen  pounds  per 
induced  to  attend  mass,  ( it  being  the  festival  annum,  the  two  otbens  holding  fellowships 
of  Assumption,)  she  was  obli^  to  return  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty 
home  immediately,  and,  as  there  was  no  pounds  annually),  who  were  destined  to 
time  to  prepare  a  bed  or  bed-room,  she  oecome  the  three  heads  of  the  law— the 
was  delivered  of  the  future  conqueror  upon  one  as  Lord  Chancellor,  the  second  as 
a  temporary  couch  prepared  for  her  accom-  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  the  third  as  Judge 
modation,  and  covered  with  an  ancient  of  the  Admiralty  and  Prerogative  Courts, 
piece  of  tapestry  representing  the  heroes  of  Perhaps  there  were  not  at  the  time  three 
the  Iliad.  more  simple,  humble,  modest-looking  men 
Though  left  a  widow  in  the  prime  of  within  the  compass  of  the  university,  and 
life,  Feb.  24,  1785,  she  had  already  borne  certainly  not  three  men  &om  whose  airand 
her  husband  thirteen  children,  of  whom  deportment  any  one  would  less  have  au- 
five  sons  and  three  daughters  survived  him.  gured  such  a  splendid  ftiturity. 
L  Joseph,  the  eldest,  who  now  bears  the  Like  Lord  Eldon  and  Lord  Stowell,  Mr. 
name  of  Count  Survilliers,  and  is  resident  Abbott  was  very  soon  elected  to  a  feUow- 
in  this  country;  3.  Napoleon  himself;  3.  ship  in  his  college,  and,  like  the  latter  of 
Lucien,  now  Prince  of  Cassino;  4.  Louis,  these  noblemen,  he  became  a  tutor.— 
once  king  of  Holland,  now  count  de  St.  Leu,  W  hilst  in  this  office,  one  of  the  sons  ofSir 
and  resident  in  Italy;  and  5.  Jerome,  once  Francis  Buller,  Uie  eminent  judge,  M  un- 
king of  Westphalia,  now  duke  of  Mont-  der  his  tuition,  and  the  father  oecmne  so 
fort,  in  Wurtumbure;  having  married  a  much  pleased  with  the  talents  of  Mr.  Ab- 
sister  of  the  king  of  Wurtumburg,  and  bott,thathe  immediately  adopted  himin- 
cousm  to  the  emperor  of  Russia.  His  palace  to  his  patronage,  and  recommended  hha 
at  Rome  is  the  rendezvous  for  all  thedistin-  to  quit  nis  collegiate  life,  and  to  take  his 
guished  travellers  from  the  north  of  Europe  chance  at  the  bcu'.  Mr.  Abbott  complied 
who  visit  Italy.  The  females  were:  1.  Ma-  with  the  recommendation,  giving  up  his 
ria- Anne,  afterwards  Elza,  grand  duchess  tutorship,  but  keying  his  feUowship.  Hs 
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came  up  to  town,  entered  himself  as  a  stu-  continued  to  kem  hia  court  in  most  admi- 

dent  oflaw,  and  commenced  the  study  of  rable  order.    The  most,  arrogant  spirits 

reports  and  the  practice  of  special  plead-  sank  habitually   under  his    steady  and 

ing.  grave  rebuke.    As  a  judge  between  pri^ 

W hilst  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Abbott  wrote  vate  individuals,  he  was  ever  upright  and 

his  celebrated  work  upon  Shipping,  which  dispassionate. 

he  dedicated  to  Lord  Eldon,  at  thai  time  W  hen  the  late  Lord  Gifford  was  raised 

Lord  Chancellor,  statin?  that  his  lordship  to  a  peerage,  in  Jan.  1824,  it  was  generally 

had  himself  suggested  the  work,  and  that  understood,  that  the  same  dimity  was  aU 

he  had  underti&en  it  by  his  advice.    It  is  so  offered  to  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  but  de- 

very  strongly  marked  with  that  common  clined.    It  was  afterwards  conferred,  by 

sense  and  diligent  reading  which  had  al-  patent,  dated  April  25,  18S?7. 

ways  characterized  the  author.  Lord  Tentsrden  married,  July  13, 1795, 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1816,  Mr.  Jus-  Mary,  eMest  daughter  of  John  Lagien  La* 
tice  Heath  died,  and  a  vacancy  occurred  motte,  Esq.  of  Basildon,  Berks,  by  whom 
in  the  Common  Pleas.     It  was  immo-  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters* 
diately  filled  up  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Ab- 
bott J  who  was  sworn  into  the  degree  of  — 
Serjeant-at-law  on  the  12th  of  February ; 

on  the  same  morning  he  was  sworn  a  ^      Cottnt  O'Riellt. 

Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas.     Upon  tak-  At  Vienna,  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  93, 

ing  his  place,  he  was  almost  unknown  in  Andrew  Cawnt  O'Rtellyf  general  of  caval- 

the  court,  and  his  elevation  excited  very  ry  in  the  Austrian  anny,  chamberlain 

general  surprise.  commander  of  the  imperial  military  order 

In  his  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  of  Maria  Theresa, 

office,  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  displayed  that  This  venerable  soldier  may  be  consider- 

degree  of  useful  knowled^,  for  wnich  the  ^  ^  haying  been  the  last  warrior  of  the 

Lord  Chancellor  had  ^ven  him  credit;  distinguish«i  class  of  Irish  officers,  the  con« 

and  when  the  death  of  Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc  temporaries  or  el^s  of  the  Lacys,  Dauns, 

occurred,  in   the   following  April,   and  Loudons,  Browns,  and  Bradys.  so  renown- 

2)ened  a  place  in  the  Court  of  King's  ed  in  the  reigns  and  wars  of  Maria  Teresa 

ench,  the  Chancellor  again    advanced  and  Joseph  the  second — ^that  is,  during  the 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott;  who,  together  with  seven    years'  war,   and  the   campaigns 

Sir  George  S.  Holroyd,  Sir  James  Allan  against  the  Turlu.    Count  O'Reilly  was 

Park,  and    Sir  James    Burroughs,  was  the  second  son  of  James  O'Reilly,  of  Bal- 

knighted  on  the  21st  of  May.    In  the  lincough,  county  of  Westmeath  (Ireland,) 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  he  had  a  better  and  Barbara,  daughter  of  Thomas  Nu- 

opportunity  for  displaying  his  talents  of  gent,  Esq.  of  Dysart,  (grand  daughter  of 

business,  his  competency,  his  prudence  Thomas,    fourth   Earl   of  Westmeath.) 

and  his  aversion  to  all  innovation  upon  Gkneral  O'Reilly  filled  in  succession  all  tlie 

the  received  practice  of  the  court  and  its  ta'^iitary  grades  in  the  Austrian  service, 

officers.      Tne   frequent  indisposition  of  with  the  exception  of  field-marshal. 

Lord  EUenborough  afforded  him  these  oo-  Of  the  events  of  his  life,  which  led  to  his 

casions,  and  his  conduct  save  the  fullest  elevation,  we  attempt  not  to  give  even  a 

satisfaction  to  the  Chancellor.  AccoMing-  summary ;  but  cannot  omit  mentioning  the 

ly,  the  death  of  Lord  EUenborough  no  fact,  that  '^  by  the  brilliant  charges  made 

sooner  afforded  a  third  opportunity  for  his  by  the  dragoons  of  O'Reilly,  were  the  rem 

further  advancement,  than  in  Nov.  1818,  nants  of  the  Austrian  army  saved  fix>man* 

he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  nihilation  at  the  close  of  the  fiital  fight  of 

Bench.  Austerlitz."    We  find  him  subs^quendy — 

To  extensive   acquaintance   with  the  tliat  is,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1809,  Oover- 

common  law  of  England,  the  deceased  nor  of  Vienna.    The  discomfiture  of  the 

judge  united  extraoidinary  (though  not  archduke  Ferdinand's  force,  by  Napoleon, 

mvariable)  calmness  of  temper;  the  more  having  brought  the  conqueror  under  the 

remarkable,  as  he  was  constitutionally  ve-  walls  of  the  capital  of  the  empire,  on  Gen. 

hement  and  imperious ;  patience  in  watch-  O'Reilly  devolved  the  trying  and  difficult 

inf  and  balancmg  the  arguments  of  coun*  task  of  making  an  honourable  capiiulation 

ttSon  the  facts  disclosed  m  evidence ;  and  with  an  enemy  flushed  with  pride  and  vie- 

skill  in  laying  tlie  merits  of  the  most  com-  tory. 

plex  case  oefore  a  jury.    Although  with-  An  important  incident,  in  the  early  part 

out  much  personal  dignity  beyond  what  of  general  O'Rielly's  career,  is  not  unwoi^ 

'  was  inseparable  from  suavity  of  manners,  thy  of  notice,  illustrative,  as  it  is,  of  the 

directed  by  good  sense,  Lord  Tenterden  manners  of  the  period  termed  chivalric. 


4S4  ANNUAL  RBCnSTBR,  1839— S8. 

He  and  m  bfockowofficer,  the  oonnt  do  OMrnwallis.  TlMoondiKtofOi^iLCNMM 

Klcbelsberg,  were  riyab   in   their  pre-  thieplAeeiepraciotteamoni^tbedeedeoffe- 

taneions   to   the  hand    of   a   rich    and  Tolutionary  Talour.    It  became  neoeesazy 

beaiUlAil  Bohonian  heirese,  the  counteea  to  the  completion  of  the  second  parallel 

WuyTbDa.    As  both  oouU  not  succeed,  of  the  besiegers  to  take  two  redoubts  lying 

they  determined  on  removing  any  difficulty  aeveral  hurdred  yards  in  front  of  the  ene- 

tlie  lady  might  feel  in  selection  by  a  dud  my's  lines;  emd  it  was  decided  by  the 

4  auinmce.     TIm  intended  affair  was,  commander-in-«hief  to   carry   them    by 

however,  reported  to  the  authorities,  and  storm.    To  excite  emulation,  the  attack  on 

they  were  b  ith  placed  under  arrest.   Their  the  redoubt  upon  the  right,  was  committed 

purpose  was  not,  however,  to  be  thus  sum-  to  the  Americans  under  the  Marquis  de 

marily  defeated;  they  accordingly  betook  Lafayette  and  Colonel  Hamilum,  aooom- 

themselTes  to  Poland,  and  their  in  the  neu-  panied  by  Colonel  Laurens,  and  upon  the 

tral  territory  of  Craeow,  met  and  fought  other  oa  the  left  to  the  French,  eommaaded 

For  a  considerable  time  victory  was  doubts  by  the  Baron  de  Vioroeanil,  and  other  o& 

All ;  at  length,  however,  the  antagonist  of  ficers.    Towards  night  on  the  14th  Oct. 

O'Reilly  bit  the  dust,  but  not  until  the  lat-  1781,  after  a  brief  ezhoitation  fiom  their 

ter  had  received  many  dangerous  wounds,  oommandera,  the  troops,  animated  with 

The  lady's  affections,  hami  and  fortune,  the  assurance  that  the  result  of  the  siege 

were  the  reward  of  the  conqueror.    Gene-  depended  greatly  on  the  success  of  this  at- 

ral  O'Reilly  died  childlesa.  Uck,  and  that  victory  would  bring  their 

toils  to  a  dose,  pressed  forward  with  great 

■  impetuosity,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 

the  Americcms  with  unloaded  muskets  be- 
Capt.  Stephen  Oe^nst.  ing  determined  to  decide  the  affair  by  their 
At  North-Providence,  R.  I.  Nov.  33,  bayooeu.  Captain  Ohiey  at  the  liead  of 
CapL  Stephew  Olney,  aged  77.  Capt  OP  his  company,  led  the  assault  on  the  rig^ 
ney  was  bom  in  North-Providenoe,  m  Oc*  redoubt,  and  hastily  passing  the  abbaiia, 
tober,  1755.  He  was  lineally  descended  was  the  first  to  mount  the  parapet,  and 
from  Thomas  Olney,  joint  purchaser  of  standing  there  alone,  gave  with  a  loud 
Providence  with  Roger  W  illiams ;  and  he  voice,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  his  heroic 
lived  and  died  on  an  estate  that  formed  a  command,  "  JLet  Captain  Ohiiy^s  campa-^ 
part  of  the  original  purchase.  He  entered  Wf  form  lure  f*  This  was  a  signal  for  a 
the  army  of  the  revolution  in  1775,  in  his  general  attack  upon  him  from  withm, 
90th  year,  and  marched  to  Cambridge  aa  which  he  parried  with  his  apontoon,  re- 
tieutenant  in  Captain  Jeremiah  Olney 's  eeiving,  however,  several  bayonet  wounds, 
company  of  Infantry.  After  the  evacua^  one  severe,  in  the  side,  berore  the  troops 
tion  of  Boston  by  the  British,  in  1777,  he  poured  in,  and  put  ui  end  to  all  resistance, 
marched  with  the  army  to  New- York,  and  As  he  was  carried  away  to  the  ho^ital, 
was  in  the  disastrous  actions  on  Lone  Is-  amidst  the  applause  of  the  army,  the  corn- 
land  in  that  year;  also  at  White  Plains  mander-in-cnief  hearing  it  said  that  poor 
and  other  places  in  the  vicinity  of  New*  Olney  was  mortally  wounded,  happened 
York,  and  was  in  the  retreat  through  New*  to  inquire  who  was  borne  in  the  litter  on 
Jersey.  In  1777,  he  fought  in  the  baules  which  he  lay.  Upon  this  Captain  Olney 
of  Brandy  wine  and  Qermantown.  In  the  raised  his  head  and  replied, "  AfnU  hi^odtd 
severe  engagement  at  Springfield,  he  re*  Yankee ;"  and  this  he  was,  to  the  last. 
ceived  his  fint  wound  from  a  ball  in  the  Captain  Olney  soon  recovered,  and  the 
arm.  In  the  gallant  defence  of  Fort  Mer-  war  being  apparently  Jiear  its  conclusion, 
car  at  Red  Ba^,  when  stormed  by  Count  he  resigned  lus  commission,  and  returned 
Donop,  his  youthftil  bravery  was  highly  home  to  the  care  of  his  domestic  concerns, 
distinguished ;  and  he  received  promotion  and  to  the  occupation  of  an  independent, 
to  a  captaincy  shortly  after.  He  was  next  substantial  farmer.  He  was  called  to  repre- 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth^  and  sent  his  native  town  in  the  General  Assem- 
hutted  with  the  army  at  Morristown  m  the  bly,  and  continued  in  tliat  office  for  about 
winter  of  1778.  When  Comwallis  was  twenty  years.  He  was  also  for  many  years 
ravaging  North-Carolina  and  Virginia,  President  of  the  town  council,  and  held 
Captain  Olney's  company  was  ordered  to  other  appointments  from  the  town  and  state, 
join  the  detachment  under  the  command  of  with  ability,  honour  and  entire  aocq^tance, 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  endeavour-  until  the  weight  of  age  and  infirmities  in- 
ed  to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  The  duced  him  to  decline  ^1  public  business, 
prowess  of  this  Imive  detachment  is  well  Captain  Olney  suffered  greatl3r  for  sev^. 
vsooUected.  Thev  afterwards  re-joined  ral  years,  from  a  diseased  condition  of  oiie 
the  main  army  before  Yoxklown,  and  aa-  of  lus  aims,  so  that  in  1831  ampitatioa  be- 
sisted  in  its  reduction  and  the  capture  of  came  necessary  to  save  his  life.      But  his 
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liealth  was  so  much  impaired  that  the  re-  titled  "  Anatomie  et  Physiologie  du  Syi- 

mainder  of  his  days  was  passed  in  great  teme^erveux  eng^ii6ral,  etdu  Cerveaueo 

bodily  suiTering,  which  was  relieved  by  particolieur." 

death  on  the  23d  of  November.  After  its  completion  their  joint  labours 

ceased,  when  Dr.  Spurzheim  published  hia 

"  Observations  sur  Fhrenologie,"  his  works 

on  education,  and  sojne  other  small  works 

in  French.    In  1813  he  paid  another  visit 

Dr.  Spurzheim.  to  Vienna,  where  he  took  his  degree  of 

Dec.  10. — At    Bosion,  in  the  United  M.  D.    In  1814  he  arrived  in  England. 

States  of  America,  Dr.  Spurzheim,  the  During  his  stay  there  he  published  two  edi- 

highly  celebrated  phrenologist.  tions  of  his  Physiognomical  System,  in 

He  was  born  on  the  31st  of  December,  8vo. ;  his  Outlines,  12mo. ;  and  his  octavo 
1776,  at  Tongeuits,  a  village  near  Treves,  work  on  Insanity.  He  delivered  leo- 
on  the  Moselle.  His  parents  cultivated  a  tures  in  London,  Bath,  Bristol,  Dublin, 
farm  of  the  rich  Abbey  of  St.  Maximin  de  Cork,  Liverpool,  and  Edinburgh. 
Treves,  and  he  received  his  college  educa-  Dr.  Spurzneim  continued  his  labours  in 
tion  at  the  university  of  that  city.  He  was  Paris  until  1825,  contributing  "  lare;ely  to 
destined  for  the  church,  but  in  1799,  when  the  advancement  of  PhrencSogy,  by  en- 
ihe  French  invaded  that  part  of  Germany,  riching  it  with  important  discoveries;  by 
he  went  to  study  medicine  at  Vienna,  introducing  into  it  philosophic  arrange- 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Gall,  ment,  and  pointing  out  its  application  to 
with  whom  he  remamed  for  so  many  years  many  interesting  purposes  connected  with 
in  close  connexion.  He  entered  with  great  the  human  mind.  In  1^5,  at  the  soUci- 
zeal  into  the  consideration  of  the  new  doc-  tation  of  a  great  number  of  his  friends,  he 
trine  of  Phrenology,  and,  to  use  his  own  again  visit^  London,  and  save  a  course  of 
words,  "  he  was  simply  a  hearer  of  Dr.  lectures  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  to  a 
Gall  till  1804,  at  whicn  period  he  associa-  numerous  class;  another  short  course  at 
ted  with  him  in  his  labours,  and  his  cha-  Willis's  rooms;  and  several  courses  of  die- 
racter  of  hearer  ceased."  section  of  the  brain  at  St.  Thomas's  and 

Having  completed  his  medical  studies,  St.  Bartholomew's  horoitals,  and  some  in 

he  and  Dr.  Gall  quitted  Vienna  in  1805,  to  the  medical  schools.    During  his  residonee 

travel  together,  and,  to  pursue  in  common  there  he   published  his  "  Phrenology,  or 

their  researches  into  the  anatomy  andphy-  the  Doctrine  of  the  Mind,  and  of  its  Re- 

siology  of  the  whole  nervous  system.    Du-  lations  between  its  Manifestations  and  the 

ring  the  period  which  elapsed  between  the  Body,"  with  fifteen  enfravings;  also  "  A 

introduction  of  Dr.  Gall's  lectures  at  Vien-  view  of  the  Philosoimical  rrincjples  of 

na,  and  the  time  when  he  and  Dr.  Spurz-  Phrenology."    Having  made  a  considera- 

heim  quitted  that  capital,  tlie  doctrine  had  ble  impression,  he  was  again  invited  to 

made  a  rapid  progress,  not  only  in  general  visit  England,  when,  after  lecturing  in 

diftusion,  but  m  solid  and  important  addi-  London,  he  "went  to  Bath,  Bri8toI,^ir- 

tions,  by  their  joint  labours.  mingham,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Dorby, 

From  1801  to  1813 they  were  constantly  and  Cambridge  university;   and  during 

together,  and  their  researches  were  con-  this  And  the  following  years  he  sojourned 

ducted  in  common.    They  left  Vienna  in  at  most  of  tlie  principal  places  in  England, 

March,  1805,  to  proceeddirect  to  Berlin,and  Ireland,and  Scotland, lecturing  to  very  large 

from  that  time  until  November,  1807,  visit-  classes.    During  this  latter  period  he  pub- 

ed  the  following  places,  jointly  lecturing  lished,  "  The  Anatomy  of  the  Brain,  with 

and  pursuing  dissections  of  the  brain : —  a  ^neral  view  of  the  Nervous  System," 

Leipzic,  Dr^en,  Halle,  Jena,  Weimar,  with  eleven  plcUes ;  "  Phrenology  in  Con- 

Goettingjen,  Brauenrschwei^.Copenha^n,  nexion  with  the  Study  of  Physioenomy," 

Kcil,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Munster,  Am-  with  thirty-four  plates ;  "  A  sketch  of  the 

sterdam,  Leyden,  Dusseldorf,  Frankfort,  Natural  Laws  of  Man ;"  ''Outlines  of  the 

Wurtzbourg,  Maubourg, Stuttgard,  Carls-  Science;"  and  several  pamphlets,  letters, 

ruhe,  Tustall,    Friezbourghen,  Brisgau,  and  answers  to  the  objections  made  to  the 

Doneschingue,  Heidelberg,  Manheim,Mu-  science. 

nich,  AugsbourgjUlm,  Zurich,  Berne,  and  Some  of  the  views  taken  in  these  works 

Basle.  by  Dr.  Spurzheim,  differ  from  those  ad- 

From  this  period  until  1810  he  was  en-  vanced  in  the  writings  of  Gall;  and  to  the 

faged  with  Dr.  Gall  in  compiling  and  list  of  organs,  given  by  the  latter.  Dr.  8. 

ringing  out  in  Paris  their  great  work,  en-  has  added  nine  others.    To  these  ha  has 
FFf 
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{ITCB  the  name*  of  Inhabitivenesa,  Con- 
•eientiousness,  Hope,  Marvdiousnesa, 
8ixe,  Weight  or  Resistance,  Order,  Event- 
mdity,  and  Time. 

In  the  year  1833,  Dr.  Spurzheim  de- 
purted  for  the  American  continent,  and 
KaTing  arrired  in  Boston,  commenced  a 
Kfies  of  lectures.  "He  had  finished  his 
eonrae,  with  the  exception  of  the  conclud- 
ing lecture,  when  he  was  prevented  from 
eonttnoing  hv  severe  indisposition,  of 
which  there  had  previously  been  some 
•triidng  indications.  At  length  his  physi- 
cal powers,  strong  as  diey  appeared  to  be, 
yielded  to  the  disease,  which,  perhaps, 
operated  also  with  augmented  strength 
upon  a  constitution  of  great  susceptibility, 
•nd  in  a  climate  to  which  it  was  not  ba- 
bitQaied. 


ROBEET  C.   SaNM, 

In  New- York,  Dec.  17,  Robert  C. 
fiAWM,  in  Uie  34th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health, 
ttntil  four  hours  previous  to  his  death,  which 
waa  eavaed  by  an  apoplexy, 

Mr.  Bands  waa  the  son  of  Comfort 
Sands,  then  the  only  survivor  of  the 
Convention  of  1777,  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  for  the  formation  of  the  state  eonsti- 
tntioB.  The  deceased  waa  educated  at  Co- 
lumbia College,  and  graduated  in  1815. 
At  this  institution-^M  Alma  Mater  of 
many  fine  scholars-~6and8  was  pre-emi- 
ent.  Ui  his  very  boyhood,  there  was  a 
elaasieal  ease,  grace,  and  correctness  in 
his  writings,  that  made  them  fit  models  for 
riper  years.  When  only  14  years  of  age, 
he  published  the  Academic  Recreations,  a 
work  extending  to  three  hundred  pages. 
On  leaving  coUege,  be  studied  law,  and 
opened  his  office,  but  he  never  loved  the 
practise  of  his  profession,  and  was  con- 
stantly found  in  the  grove  of  the  Muses. 

In  1817,  he  was  engaged  with  two  or 
4hree  literary  friends  in  producing  a  series 
of  essays  in  the  Dally  Advertiser,  under 
the  title  of  The  Neologist.  These  essays 
extended  to  many  numbers,  and  attracted 
much  attention. 

In  1819,  in  concert  with  some  of  die 
aame  literary  club,  he  was  engaged  in  wri- 
ting another  series  of  papers  in  the  Com- 
mercial Advertiser,  under  the  signature  of 
"The  Amphilogist.*"  These  gave  their 
authors  a  high  rankin  theliterary  world ; — 
they  were  critical,  moral,  playful  and  in- 
structive productions,  but  most  remarkable 
4br  their  purity  of  taste.  Some  of  the  trans- 
jations  from  tneGrreek  and  Roman  authors, 


were  Bpeeunens  of  the  highest  oider,  evine* 
ing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  original^ 
ac^  a  most  felicitous  command  of  lan- 
guage. 

In  18S2,  Mr.  Sands  waa  one  of  the  edi- 
tors  of  the  Atlantic  Magazine,  and  afteF- 
wards  of  the  New- York  Review— kmmsAa 
that  were  mailed  in  every  page  by  taMn 
and  talent.  In  1830,  app^ired  "  Yamoy- 
den,  bv  the  late  J.  W.  Eastbum  and  lus 
friend.  Mr.  Sands  was  this  friend.  This 
woric  was  popular,  but  never  leceiTed  its 
due  meed  of  praise.  It  contains  the  sweal 
melancholy  of  Lyttkton,  and  the  haimo- 
nioiis  flow  of  Beattie,  Theae  twin-aona  of 
the  Muse  were  among  the  first  who  ever 
strove  to  do  honour  to  the  patriotism  and 
valour  of  the  native  children  of  the  Amai- 
can  forest. 

In  1827,  Mr.  Sands  became  an  as* 
aistant  editor  of  the  Commerciid,  and  con* 
tinned  as  an  assistant  until  his  death;  bat 
still,  he  found  ample  time  to  employ  hjs 
pen  in  occasional  works  of  a  literary  cha- 
racter. He  was  one  of  the  three  joist  au- 
thors of  the  Talisman,  published  by  E, 
Blias.  This  work  waa  equal  to  any  ever 
published  in  the  country  in  point  of  fins 
writing,  and  professional  execution;  bm 
it  was  discontinued  for  want  of  aufikient 
pajLronage,  Mr.  Sands  waa  also  a  oontri- 
haUrc  to  woiks  issued  firom  the  prolififp 
press  of  the  Harpers,  The  li^  pwfse  of 
composition  from  his  pen  was  an  aitid» 
for  a  forthcoming  ma^^slzine.  The  last  of 
his  poetical  compositions,  was  printed  in 
the  Commercial,  of  Nov.  30,  entitled, 
"  THE  DEAD  of  1833."  It  was  a  ra- 
quiem  over  departed  genius,  and  receives 
a  melancholy  beauty  by  his  sudden  and 
unexpected  nite. 

Mr.  Sands  was  not  only  a  eenius  of  high 
Older,  a  ripe  and  de^  schoUur,  but  his  af- 
fections were  of  the  purest  kind.  His  en- 
mities, if  he  eyer  had  any  thing  in  his  breast 
that  would  come  under  that  name,  were 
momentary^  but  his  fiienddiips  were  last- 
ing. He  was  free  from  all  literary  jealousy, 
as  if  every  particle  of  his  knowledge  had 
come  by  inspiration,  not  by  labour.  He 
could  liear  his  rivals  praised  without  fetdr 
ing  any  rankline'  at  his  heart,  and  assisted 
his  compeers  wiUi  delicacy  whe9  ^^y  were 
at  a  loss  for  words  or  thoughts.  His  clas- 
sical ear  detected  every  instance  of  false 
measure  in  a  line  of  poetry,  and  he  sugges- 
ted a  correction  without  any  attempt  to 
show  his  superiority.  He  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  satiric  muse,  but  she  always 
came  to  him  with  a  smile,  for  she  knew  the 
purity  of  his  soul  too  well  to  drop  one  ac- 
cent of  bitterness  in  her  inspiration. — Com. 
Adv, 
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Capt.  JotfiPB  Pratt.  Prompted  by  a  desire  to  become  «cquaiDtF> 
In  Oxford,  N.  H.  Capt.  JoatiPB  Pratt,  ed  with  the  natural  advantages  of  our  own 
Capt  Pratt  sailed  from  Salem,  Mass.,  as  soil,  Mr.  Binney  in  his  youth  made  a  pe- 
commander  of  several  privateers,  and  was  destnan  excursion  throughout  the  whoW 
engaged  in  this  service  through  the  revolu-  interior  of  New-Elngland.  With  a  mind 
tionary  war%  The  last  which  he  command-  naturally  prone  to  taJce  enlarged  and  libe* 
ed  was  the  Grand  Turk«  In  this  famous  ral  views  of  men  and  thin^^-nhabits  ex- 
privateer,  he  made  three  cruices ;  during  tremely  systematic  and  metoodical,  and  a 
tlie  first  cruise,  he  took  the  Providence^  memory  remarkably  retentive,  the  infor- 
Capt  Hancock,  an  English  man-of-war  mation  he  acquired,  on  this  excursion, 
brig  of  l6  BIX  pounders;  on  this  cruize  he  proved  exceedingly  useful,  and  evemuaily 
ftlso  captured  several  rich  prizes  loaded  of  much  importance  in  its  bearing  upon 
with  fisn,  sugar,  and  rum.  He  entered  the  his  subsequent  pursuits.  After  his  return 
English  dumnel,  and  from  thence  steered  to  Boston,  he  embarked  in  trade,  and  b]f 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  after  numerous  industry  and  application  soon  acquired 
vaptures,  returned  to  Salem.  In  the  se-  sufficient  property  to  live  with  competence 
cond  cruize  he  went  off  Halifax,  where  he  and  ease.  At  this  time  he  took  a  commis- 
captured  an  elf  ht  gun  schodner ;  thence  off  sion  in  the  militia,  and  soon  afler  became 
cape  North,  wnere  he  fell  in  wlUi  five  light  somewhat  distinguished  as  a  partisan  of 
■hips,  and  after  manning  two  of  than,  the  national  administration,  opposed,  of 
steered  his  way  offNew-zoric  Here  he  course,  to  the  then  dominant  party  ia 
ran  alongside  a  French  ship  in  the  hands  Massachusetts. 

of  the  enemy }  lying  near  the  light-house,  Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  late 

bttt^  Was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  prize,  war,  CoL  Bianey  was  appointed  navy 

owing  to  the  appearance  of  an  English  acent  for  the  port  of  Boston,  an  office 

man-of-war  in  cnase  after  the  privateer,  inoch  he  retained  until  the  year  1826. 

In  makine  off,  he  fell  in  with  a  vessel  from  His  official  conduct  was  made  the  subject 

New- York,  which  he  took,  and  brought  of  severe  scrutiny,  upon  charges  preferred 

into  Salem  harbour.    The  third  and  last  against  him  soon  after  the  war  terminated, 

cfuize  was  from  Salem  to  the  West  India  but  the  investigation  resulted  in  his  ftill  ao- 

aeas;  there  he  was  very  successftil  in  the  Quital.    tt  may  well  be  doabted  whether 

citpture  of  rich  prizes.    It  was  here  that  tiiere  was  another  peraon  in  the  United 

he  fell  in  with  the  British  ship  Pompey,  States,  in  office  or  out,  during  the  lale  war, 

of  33  lone  nines  and  70  men,  which  struck  from  whose  individual  exertions  so  muck 

after  a  ^rt  fight,  and  was  brought  into  Bdvantajg;e  and  glory  resulted  to  the  coun- 

Salem.    He  then  fell  in  with  a  privateer  try,  as  &wed  from  the  personal  effiwu  of 

ship  of  16  four-pounderS}  which  he  took  the  navy  agent  at  Boston.      This  may 

and  carried  into  Martinique,   where  she  seem  a  bold  assertion,  yet  it  is  true.    The 

w&s  sold.    As  soon  as  the  government  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Federal  govem- 

the  country  was  established,  this  gentle-  ment,  the  embarrassed  state  of  Uie  national 

man^  commenced  his  commercial  career,  finances — ^the  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 

and  in  memory  of  his  success  in  the  war,  war  in  New-E&eland  generally,  and  at 

named  the  first  large  sliip  launched  in  Sa-  Boston  in  particular,  are  well  known  £uts. 

lem,  the  "Grand  Turk.''    This  ship,  un-  It  is  not  so  generally  known,  thoughequal- 

der  the  command  of  Capt.  Benj.  Hodges,  ly  true,  that  the  navy  agent   at  Boeton 

opened  the  commerce  with  the  East  Indies,  was  repeatedly  without  funds  of  the  go- 

and  Icud  the  foundation  of  intercourse  with  vemment   for   several   weeks,  at    times 

the  commercial  nations  of  the  East  when  the  sinews  of  war  were  urgently 

wanted  to  fit  the  ships  of  our  gallant  navy 

— —  for  sea.    On  more  than  one  occasion  Old 


Iron-Sides  herself  must  have  remamed  in 
Amos  BiKNET.  ordinary,  had  not  the  means  to  ;pr€jN»rsA€r 
Jn  Boston,  Jan.  10, 1833,  Amos  BmNmr,  for  sea,  to  recruit  her  crew,  and  to  mpply 
•8|5P  "5-  A^  ^stores,  been  furnished  upon  the  person- 
Colonel  Binney  was  bom  at  Hull,  Mas-  al  responibility  of  the  navy  agent    His 
sachusetts,  in  the  year  1768,  and  b  ing  accountsduly  settled  at  the  Tfeasury  show 
left  an  orphan  at  an  eariv  age,  he  entered  very  large  l>alanoea  against  the  govem- 
upon  the  active  duties  of  life,  without  the  ment,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  for  seve- 
previous  advantap  of  a  single  day's  tui-  ral  successive  terms.   This  money  he  was 
tion,  at  any  school,  public  or  private— all  enabled  to  advance,  partly  by  the  mortgage 
the  knowledge  he  possessed  was  acquired  and  sale  ofhis  own  real  estate,  and  partly  by 
by  his  own  efforts,  while  actively  engaged  the  aid  of  the  laU  Wm.  Gray,  who  loaned 
in  business  pursuits.  him  large  sums,  on  his  personal  ftsponsi* 
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bilitr,  to  b«  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Jan.  99,  1833,  Jem*  Ball,  .reeeDily  a 
naTy.  That  mudi  of  the  advantage  and  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  N.  C.  in 
gloiy  of  the  war  was  gained  by  the  Con-  the  64th  year  of  his  age.  Judge  Hall  wa» 
stitution,  all  will  adnut.  That  she  was  a  natire  of  Staunton  county.  Va.,  and 
enabled  to  put  to  sea,  in  proper  time  and  in  was  born  in  the  year  1769.  After  going 
proper  condition,  was  owing  to  the  patrio-  through  the  course  of  academical  pnpara- 
Uc  efforts  of  AJnos  Binney  j  and  it  is  but  tion  usual  at  that  time,  he  finished  his  edu- 
an  act  of  justice,  that  the  fact  should  now  cation  in  William  and  Mary  CoUege  in 
be  made  known  to  the  community,  among  Williamsburg.  When  Mr.  Hall  had 
whom  the  unpopularity  of  the  national  ad-  completed  his  professional  studies,  he  r©- 
Ainistralion,  cast  a  shade  over  the  actions  moved  to  North  Carolina,  in  the  year 
of  iu  agents,  however  meritorious.  1792,  and  in  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  he  set- 

Frank  the  commencement  to  the  dose  of  tied  in  the  village  of  Waircnton,  of  which 
the  active  duties  of  life,  the  course  of  Mr.  he  continued  a  resident  to  the  day  of  hia 
Binney,  was  eminently  enterprising.  His  death.  His  studious  habits,  his  untiring 
judgment  was  acute  and  penetrating,  attention  tobusiness,  and  fidelity  to  clients. 
Whatever  his  hands  found  to  do,  he  did  it  obtained  for  him  an  encouraging  share  of 
with  all  his  might.  He  was  an  early  and  practice,  while  the  modesty  and  amiable- 
Steady  advocate  and  patron  of  American  ness  of  his  private  character,  secured  him 
manufactures.  His  attention  was  particu-  friends  who  esteemed  and  loved  him,  and 
larly  dire<ied  to  the  mineral  treasures  of  some  of  whom  discharged  towards  him  tha 
oar  country,  and  he  was  always  ready  to  last  moumfiil  duties  of  kindness  and  aflfec- 
test,  by  practical  experiment,  any  scheme  tion.  His  merit,  in  a  few  vears  after  he 
which  in  theory  offered  a  fair  prospect  of  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law,  at- 
iucccss.  He  did  not  withhold  his  aid  un-  tracted  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  who 
til  expectation  became  certainty,  through  appointed  him  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
the  instrumentality  of  others.  His  physi-  Court  under  the  old  district  system,  m  the 
cal  and  mental  energies  were  freely  ex-  year  1801.  The  fact  of  his  elevation  to 
erted  and  his  means  employed,  in  nu-  the  bench,  after  so  short  a  residence  in  the 
merous  plans  of  public  benefit  and  con-  state,  shows  strikingly  the  high  estimation 
venience  in  the  establishment  of  manu-  in  which  he  was  held.  Upon  the  adop- 
IVustories^in  the  opening  of  mines  and  in  tion  of  the  present  Superior  Court  system, 
the  occupation  and  improvement  of  waste  in  the  year  1806,  he  continued  to  hold  his 
lends  near  the  city  and  elsewhere,  thus  office,  and  rode  the  circuit  regularly  until 
Bving  employment  and  dweUings  to  nu-  the  year  1818.  During  that  year,  the  pr&. 
Sierous  families  and  individuals.  sent  Supreme  Court  was  organized,  and 

It  may  be  said  with  truth  of  Mr.  Bin-     he  was  elected  one  of  the  three  jud|;e»— 
ney  that  those  who  knew  him  best  esteem-     an  imposing  evidence  of  his  popularity  on 
ed  him  moU.    Connected,  as  he  was,  with    the  bench  below,  and  a  high  compliment 
the  national  administration  during  the  last    to  his  legal  qualifications.    Judge  HaU 
war  and  exposed  to  a  virulent  prosecution    continued  to  preside  in  the  Supreme  Court 
for  'alleged    malversation    in   office— al-     until  his  recent  resignation.    Few  men 
thouffh  the   charges    against  hun    were    ever  sustained  throughout  life  a  more  un- 
cleariy  disproved,  yet,  there    seemed  to    blemished  and  unexceptionable  character, 
have  remained  a  lurking  feeling  of  dissatis-     Few  ever  possessed  purer  and  more  ela- 
ftction  with  the  result,   in  the  minds  of    vated  moral  feelings  and  pnnciples.    In 
his  political  antagonists,  which  time  alone    his  official  capacity,  he  was,  indeed,  an 
oouU  dissipate.      But  political  prejudice,     honour  to  the  bench.    His  judicial  opm- 
before  his  departure,  yielded  to  the  mild  but     ions  always  evinced  the  soundest  princi- 
irresistible  influence  of  truth.     He  had  be-     pies  of  truth,  justice,  and  morals,  and  the 
come  known  to  the  community  as  an  ho-     most  thorough,   accurate,  and  profound 
nest,  upright,    able,  and  energetic  man,     legal  information.    He  was  well  qualified 
possessing  an  extraordinary  aptness  for     for  the  enlightened,  dignified  axMl  venera- 
business,  and  a  sound  discriminating  judg-     ble  forum  to  which  he  belonged  in  the  lat- 
ment.    The  confidence  reposed   in  him,     terpartof  his  life,  and  the  part  he  acted  in 
bv  his  associates,  in  (he  numerous  cor-    the  highest  tribunal  in  North  Carolina, 
norationa  and  public  institutions  of  which    was  eminenUy  satisfactory  to  the  public 
he  was  and  had  been  a  member,  is  the     and  to  individuals.    Dunne:  the  tliirty-ona 
beat  evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which     years  he  presided  m  the  diflferent  tribunala 
he  waa  hoWen.  ^^  *^®  state,  he  held  with  an  impartial 

____^  hand  the  scales  of  justice,  and  decided  all 

causes  that  came  before  him,  if  ever  a 

John  Ham..  judge  did,  without  "  fear,  favour,  or  afiec- 

At  hia  residence  in  Warrenton,  N.  C,     tion."    The  proverbial  purity  of  his  life. 
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the  luffh  and  holy  motives  of  his  conduct, 
made  him  deserrcdl^  the  object  of  implicit 
eonfidence  during  his  long  judicial  career. 


Philemon  Hawkins. 
At  bis  residence,  in  Warren  county, 
North  Carolina,  January  28,  18^, 
Philemon  Hawkins,  the  last  of  the  signers 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  mrth 
Carolina  in  1776.  He  was  bom  on  the 
3d  December,  1752 ;  and,  at  the  early  a^ 
of  sixteen,  was  sworn  in  as  Deputy  ^eriff 
for  the  county  of  Granville,  and  performed 
the  whole  of  the  duties  of  that  office  for  his 
principal.  He  belonged  to  the  troop  of 
cavalry  at  the  battle  of  the  AUemance, 
which  was  fought  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1771 ,  and  for  the  distinction  he  merited  on 
that  occasion,  was  presented  by  the  com* 
mander-in-chief,  governor  Tyron,  with  a 
beautiful  rifle.  Before  he  was  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  general  as- 
sembly for  the  county  of  Bute.  He  con- 
tinued as  a  member  of  the. legislature, 
mainly  from  the  county  of  GsanviUe,  with 
the  intermission  of  two  years  only,  for 
thirteen  years.  The  last  term  of  his  ser- 
vice was  at  Fayetteville,  in  the  year  1789. 
He  raised  the  nrst  volunteer  company  in 
the  cause  of  American  independence,  that 
was  raised  in  the  county  of  Bute,  and 
which  consisted  of  144  men.  In  the  year 
1776,  he  was  elected  a  colonel  of  a  res- 
ilient by  the  convention  at  Halifax,  and  m 
that  command  performed  many  services ; 
tut  ultimately  left  the  army,  and  conti- 
nued to  act  as  a  member  of  the  legislature. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates,  and  frequently  a  member  of 
the  executive  council.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  mental  powers,  which  he  retained 
to  the  last,  and  possessed  an  accuracy  of 
recollection,  which  enabled  him  to  be  the 
living  chronicle  of  his  times. 


Banastre  Tarlton. 
Jun.  20, 1833. — AtLeintwardine,  Shrop- 
shire, aged  78,  Oen.  Sir  Banastre  Tarlton, 
Bart.,  for  twenty-two  years  M.  P.  for 
Liverpool. 

He  was  descended  from  an  ancient 
family,  seated  for  many  generations  at 
Aigburth,  in  Lancashire,  and  latterly  in 
the  town  of  Liverpool,  and  was  born  Aug. 
31,  1754,  the  third  son  of  John  Tarlton, 
Esq.,  mayor  of  Liverpool  in  1764.  He 
was  intended  for  the  profession  of  the  law ; 


but  he  became  weary  of  the  toil  and  drudg- 
ery attendant  on  this  line  of  study,  and 
entered  the  annv  in  1775,  by  purchasing 
a  coronetcy  in  tne  king's  dragoon  roaids. 
In  1776  he  obtained  leave  to  goto  Ameri- 
ca, and  in  the  month  of  December,  he  com- 
manded the  advanced  e;uaid  of  the  patrole* 
which  made  Greneral  Lee  prisoner. .  Du« 
ring  the  years  1777  and  177B,  he  witnessed 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  actions  in  the  Jer- 
seys,   Maryland,     and    Pennsylvania, 
until  the  return  of  the    army  to  New- 
York,  on  which  occasion  he  commanded 
the    rear-guard  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
army.    Immediately  after  this  service,  he 
was  appointed  lieutenantrcolonel  of  pro- 
vincial cavalry,  and  soon  rose  to  the  com-  * 
mand  of  the  British  legion.    When  Sir . 
H.  Clinton  carried  a  considerable  part  of 
the  army  to  the  southward,  for  the  Moce  of 
Charleston,    and  operations  in  the  Can>- 
linas,  he  intrusted  the  command  of  the 
cavalry  to  Lieutenant^Colonel  Tariton. 
A  series  of  successes  attended  his  mov»* 
ments,  until  the  British  army  was,  as  • ' 
whole,  overpowered  by  that  of  the  Repob- » 
licans.    At  the  battle  of  Eutaw  ^nngs, 
in      1781,     Lieutenant^oolonel    Tariton 
lost  a  considerable  part   of   his    right' 
hand.    After  his  return  home,  he  poblisb-  - 
ed  "  a  history  of  tlie  campaigns  of  1780 
and  1781,  in  the  southern  provinoes  of 
North  America,"  4to.,  1787. 

In  the  house  of  commons  he  umformly 
sided  with  the  opposition;  and,  in  conse- 
quence, the  tory  party  endeavoured  topi^ 
vent  his  re-election  in  1796.  Their  eandi-  - 
date  was  his  own  brother,  John  Tarlton, 
Esq.,  who  had  sat  in  the  preceding  parlia- 
ment for  Seaford;  but  the  tactics  of  the  - 
general  were  too  powerful  for  him.  In 
1802  he  was  again  opposed,  but  triumphed 
as  before. 

In  1806  the  IcUe  Mr.  Roscoe  was  re* 
turned  in  his  room;  but  in  1807  he  was  - 
again  elected,  and  finally  gave  place  to 
Mr.  Canning  in  1812. 

From  the  peace  of  1783  to  1788,  he  was 
on  half-pay  as  Lieutenantre<Hond*com- 
mandant  of  cavalry.  In  1790  he  attained 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  in  1794  that  of 
major-|;eneral.  On  the  1st  of  Jan.,  1801, 
he  received  the  rank  of  lieutenantrgenoral, 
and  shortly  afterwards  he  was  sent  to  the 
command  of  the  southern  district  of  Ire- 
land, where  he  remained  until  the  treaty 
of  Amiens.  Soon  after  the  renewal  of 
hostilities,  he  was  again  despatched  to 
Ireland  as  second  in  command ;  whence 
he  .was  removed  to  the  Severn  disUiot, 
which  he  heM  for  six  years.  He  obtained 
the  rank  of  general  Jan.  1, 1813. 
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Lord  Ezmootb.  Edward  Pdkw  was  next  employed  in  the 
J%6.  6^  at  Teignmouth,  Bdward  Pel-  blockade  of  Flushing,  and  then  Oom- 
lew,  Viscount  Exmouth,  aged  76.  mander-in-Chief  in  the  MediCerraaean  do- 
£idward  Pellew  was  bom  in  1757,  at  ring  the  remainder  of  the  war.  In  1814 
Dover,  where  the  earlier  years  of  his  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage  by  the  title 
life  were  spent.  His  fttUier,  Samuel  of  Baron  Elxmouth,  of  Canonteign,in  the 
Pellew,  of  Flushing,  near  Falmouth,  county  of  Devon ;  immediately  after  he 
was  a  Cornish  genueman.  He  enter-  became  Admiral  of  the  Blue ,  and  in  1815 
ed  the  navy  b&re  he  was  fourteen,  was  made  a  K.  C.  B.  On  the  letoni  of 
and  his  first  cruize  was  in  the  Juno,  Cap*  Napoleon  from  Elba,  his  lordship  pro- 
tain  Stott.  He  next  went  with  the  same  oeeded  to  his  command  in  the  Mediter> 
officer,  inthe  Alarm,  to  the  Mediterranean,  ranean :  assisted  in  the  restoration  of  Jo- 
He  next  sailed  in  the  Blonde  frigate ;  then  achim,  King  of  Naples ;  in  redoeing  the* 
in  t^  Carlton  schooner,  where  he  had  the  rebellious  Toulonese;  and  conduded  trea- 
firat  opportunity  of  distinguishing  him-  ties  with  Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  for 
self;  and  his  conduct  in  the  battle  on  Lake  the  abolition  of  Christian  slaveiT'.  On 
Chunplain  ^ava  earnest  of  his  future  ca-  his  return  to  England,  he  found  that  the 
reer.  On  his  return  to  England,  after  the  Algerines  bad  violated  the  treaty  in  the 
ccmvention  of  Saratoga,  he  was  promoted  most  flagrant  manner.  Grovemment  deem^ 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  He  then  joined  ing  it  necessary  to  inflict  signal  chastiee- 
the  Apollo  frigate,  Captain  PownoU,  ment  on  the  refractory  Dey  and  his  nest 
then  off  the  Flushing  coast.  In  an  engage-  of  pirates,  his  lordship  embarked  on  boaid 
ment  with  one  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  his  the  Gtueen  Charlotte  for  Algiers.  The 
captain  was  killed  by  his  side.  The  com-  records  of  the  memorable  battle  of  Algiers 
mand  thus  devolving  on  Mr.  Pellew,  he  are  well  known.  In  this  action  Lord  EIx- 
continued  the  attack  with  unabated  spirit,  mouth  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg 
till  the  cruizer  took  reftige  under  the  bat-  and  the  cheek,  and  his  coat  wascnt  to  pieoee 
teries  of  Ostend,  then  a  neutral  port.  On  by  grape  and  musket  balls.  Lara  Ex- 
this  occasion,  the  young  lieutenant  was  mouth's  conduct  and  bravery  were  re- 
made commander  of  the  Hazard  sloop,  warded  by  the  thanks  of  both  houses  of 
In  1783  he  obtained  his  commission  as  Pariiament,  and  he  was  raised  to  the 
post-captain,  and  was  transferred  to  the  rank  of  Viscount.  After  Sir  Thomas 
Salisbury,  ofi*  the  coast  of  Newfoundland.  Duckworth's  demise  he  was  appointed  to 
The  war  now  broke  out  with  France,  and  the  chief  command  at  Plymouth ;  bat 
his  action  with  the  Cleopatra,  when  in  since  the  year  1631,  he  had  retired  from 
command  of  the  Nymphe,  was  one  of  the  public  service.  He  enjoyed  a  pension  of 
most  desperate  ever  fought;  ending  with  33002.  per  annum  fbrnis  naval  service?, 
the  signal  defeat  of  the  French  ship.  conferred  on  him  by  Act  of  Pariiament. 

Tl»  next  action,  alike  courageous  and  

humane,  which  distinguished  this  excel- 
lent officer,  was  one  which  gained  him  the  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 
admiration  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  William  Wentworth  Fltzwilliam,  Eari 
His  rescue  of  the  unfortunate  crew,  and  Fitzwiltiam,  died  on  the  9th  of  Febniary, 
those  on  board  of  the  Dutton,  at  Plymouth,  1833,  at   Milton    House,  Northampton- 
was  an  act  of  self-devotedness  and  hero-  shire. 

ism  such  as  it  would  be  difHcult  to  sur-  This  amiable  and  estimable  noUeman 

pass.    The  corporation  of  Plymouth  tes-  is  entitled   to  a  distinguished  notice  in 

tified  their  sense  of  his  noble  conduct  by  American  biography — if  American  biog- 

presenting  him  with  their  freedom.    Sir  raphy  may  embrace  those,  who  IflceLafay- 

Eidward  Pellew  was  soon  afterwards  ad-  ette,    favoured  our    cause,  althouefa  m- 

Tanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  and  reigners  to  our  soil.    Lonl  Fitzwilliam 

appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Indefati-  was  known  by  his  early  patriotic  oppc»- 

^iAe,    He  next  served  on  the  expedi-  sition  to  the  ministerial  measures  tendmg 

t ion  against  Ferrol;  and  in  1803 the  Im--  to    subjugate    this    country;   and    was 

petenx,  which  he  then  commanded  was  throus-h  along  and  a  spotless  life,  the  uni- 

dismantled.  About  this  time  Sir  Eldward  form  nriend  of  freedom  and  humanity, 

was  nominated  a  colonel  of  the  marines.  He  was  bom  May  30th,  1748,  and  stio- 

and  hi  the  same  year  returned  member  ceeded  to  the  earldom  and  a  large  patrimo- 

for  Barnstable.    On  the  renewal  of  the  nial  estate  by  the   death  of  his  father, 

war,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Tonnant,  when  he  was  only  eight  years  old.    Hia 

pfomotsd  to  the  rank  of  Vice  Admiral,  education  was    commenced     at    Eaton 

and  finally  named  to  the  important  office  School,  where  he   was  classmate  with 

of  Commander-in-Chief  in  India.     Sir  Charles  James  Fox,  with  whom  he fonned 
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an  intunaey  which  was  neyer  interrupted,  surviving  members  of  that  able  but  short- 
but  which  was  ripened  with  their  after  lived  administration,  throug^h  the  instru- 
years ;  and  where  the  developement  of  his  mentality  attributed,  with  whatever  ju  - 
\UGommon  youthful  virtues  drew  forth  an  tice,  to  Lord  Shelbume,  became  the  sub- 
affectionate  tribute,  which  has  been  often  ject  of  severe  rebuke  and  animadversion 
quoted,  from  the  contemporary  muse  of  from  Lord  Fitzwilliam.  "  Does  the 
nifl  poetical  friend,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle.  King,"  says  he,  among  other  indignant 
He  was  conspicuous  at  school  for  those  remarks, "  need  a  confessor,  and  master  of 
benevolent  qualities,  carried  there  almost  ceremonies  both  in  one  1  Let  him  choose 
to  excess,  wnich  being  moulded  in  his  the  Earl  of  Shelbume.  I  know  no  one 
constitution  became  tempered  into  habit ;  who  can  quibble  more  dextrously,  or  bow 
and  blended  also,  with  high  degrees  of  more  gracefully."  It  was  the  resentment 
firmness,  intrepidity  and  independence,  raised  by  the  unexpected  elevation  of  this 
made  the  basis  of  his  character.  He  pur-  last  mentioned  nobleman  to  the  station 
sued  his  studies  with  success  at  the  IT ni-  which  had  been  occupied  by  Lord  Rock- 
versity  of  Cambridge ;  and  after  passing  ingham,  connected  as  the  movement  was 
jthrough  the  most  thorough  preparation  of  believed  to  have  been  with  court  artifice 
manly  and  elegant  accomphshment  for  all  and  interference,  which  led  to  the  uncon- 
the  duties  of  his  future  sphere,  he  took  his  genial  and  inauspicious  combination  of 
hereditary  seat  in  the  House  of  Peers  at  all  the  elements  of^  opposition  against  the 
the  interesting  period  in  American  affairs  administration  of  Lord  Shelbume,  to 
of  1769.  which  the  star  of  the  second  Pitt  owed  its 

His  entry  into  political  life  was  upon  early  rise  and  rapid  ascendency.    Such 

the  pure  principles  marked  out  by  his  il-  a  coalition  of  parties,  it  may  be  observed, 

lustrious  maternal  uncle,  the  Marquis  of  was  not  without  a  precedent,  under  cir- 

Rockingham,  whose  plan  was  to  estab-  cumstances    somewhat  parallel,  in    the 

lish  an  administration  upon  the  honest  confederacy  which  was  formed  between 

original  policy  of  the  whig  party,  free  the  elder  Pitt  himself,  and  the  Duke  of 

firom  the  dominion  of  cabal,  court  influ-  Newcastle,  and    followed   by  the   most 

ence   and    intrigue,  and    especially  the  splendid  epoch  in  English  annals  after 

well  known  political  mystery  of  the  dou-  the  triumphant  co-operation  of  Godolphin 

ble  cabinet.     Lord    Fitzwilliam    united  and  Marlborough>    Under  the  temporary 

himself  with  other  sa^cious  and  patriotic  arrangement  referred  to,  Earl  Fitzwilliam 

statesmen  of  that  peuod,  under  this  virtu-  supported  the  edebrated  project  of  Mr. 

ous  leader,  in  opposition  to  the  pemi-  Fox  for  the  direction  of  East  India  affairs, 

4UOU8  policy   of  Lord   North ;    and  he  and  was  himself  designated  to  the  pres^- 

bore  an  able  and  efficient    part  in  the  dency  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  in 

body   to    which   he    belonged,    by  the  which  the  general  powers  of  provincial 

motions  he  introduced  and  the  zealous  government  over  that  part  of  the  empire 

support    he    affonied   to   the    measures  were  vested.    It  was  the  fate  of  this  cer- 

of  his  political    friends,  thus   contribu-  tainly  remarkable  and  original  measure  to 

ting  to  the  ultimate  overthrow  of  that  yield  to  the  alarm  excited  m  the  mind  of 

disastrous  administration,  on  whose  down-  the  sovereign  against  it  as  a  meditated  in- 

/all  depended  the  pacification  which  was  vasion  of  tne  constitutional  prerogative, 

necessary  to  complete  the  independence  of  This  regal  apprehension  put  an  end  to 

Amenca.  Mr.  Fox's  administration. 

To    the   administration    subsequently        It  is  settled  at  this  day  by  historical 

formed  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  evidence  beyond  doubt,  tnat  all  the  en- 

*Eail  Fitzwilliam,  who,  however,  did  not  deavours  and  arrangements  ofthewAt^j  to 

occupy  a  place  in  the  cabinet,  gave  his  obtain  power  during  the  reign  of  Geor^ 

cordial  support.    The  death  of  that  emi-  III.  were  constantly  frustrated   and  de- 

nent  nobleman  in  the  course  of  the  year  feated  by  the  watchful  purposes  of  that 

succeeding  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  monarch,  imputed  to  the  early  lessons  of 

United  States,  devolved  his  vast  wealth  Lord  Bute,  from  whom  he  imbibed  his 

upon  his  worthy  relative,  who  well  inhe-  leading  maxims  of  government,  to  avail 

rited  all  that  belonged  to  that  generous  and  himself  always  of  the  first  opportunity  to 

lamented  friend  of  America,  excepting  liberate  himself  from  what  he  considered 

the  title,  which  has  been  suffered  to  lie  the  thraldom  of  their  councils.    This  un- 

donnant,  althoueh  it  could  not  have  rest-  ceasing  vigilance  extended  also,  to  any  in- 

fld  upon  a  more  kindred  representative.  cidental  attempts  to  obtain  either  relief  or 

The  division  which   ensued   on    the  reform   upon  whig   principles,  and    led 

death  of  the  prime  minister,  among  the  eventually  to  the  resignation,  or  more  pro- 
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,perly  wjection  of  Mr.  PHt  himielf;  for  di»-  games,  rural  spoitB,  letes  and  odwr  ae- 

turbmg  the  catholic  question,  as  well  aa  companiments,  in  the  most  abundant  and 

to  the  early  abandonment  of  his  father's  splendid  style  of  ancient  En^ish  boapi- 

principles  and  his  own  to  acquire  his  sove-  tality ;  of  which  the  habit  was  continued, 

nacn's  favour.       '  it  niay  be  obsenred,  in  a  manner  suited  to 

These  discomfitures  from  time  to  time  the  advancing  years  of  the  yenerable  no- 
were  alleviated  by  the  hopes  entertained  bleman,  to  the  last  periodical  occasion 
fiom  the  more  liberal  influence  exercised  previous  to  his  decease, 
overthemindoftheheirapparcnt;  accord-  The  French  revolution  now  came  to 
ing  in  some  manner  to  the  proscripiive  cast  the  apple  ofdiscprdamone  the  friends 
law  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  which  of  liberal  principles.  Mr.  Surke,  who 
placed  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  political  op-  had  been  in  the  cherished  confidence  of 
position  to  his  father.  Lord  Rockingham,  and  his  ooadjitfor  in 

The  prospects  from  this  quarter,  which  parliamentary   and    ministerial    affairs, 

were  early  shadowed  by  the  dissipated  was  also  the  political  preceptor  of  Elarl 

tastes  of  tnis  otherwise  promising  prince,  Fitzwilliam.     The  character  of  that  great 

and  the  ^mJI  which  his  thirst  for  pleasure  practical  philosopher,  splendid  as  it  is  ae- 

threw  over  his  talents  and  and  accomplish-  knowled^  to  have  been  on  the  score  of 

menta,  became  finally  extinguished  under  intellectual  power,  has  not  been  sufRctent- 

the    despotic    influence    of  the    epicu-  ly  comprehended  by  those  who  have  been 

lean  propensities  of  the  royal  voluptu-  principally  struck  with  the  parts  which  it 

njy^  was  ailoted  to  him  to  take,  at  difierent  pe- 

in  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  riods,  and  under  distinct  and  widely  mark* 
Fitzwilliam  axvi  their  distinguished  asso-  ed  states  and  conditions,  in  the  circum- 
^■fntgm  relative  to  the  Regency  question,  it  stances  of  his  own  countij  and  the  world, 
seems'  probable  that  they  were  influenced  These  difierent  postures  m  which  he  was 
by  poliucal  sympathy  and  personal  pre-  thus  placed,  were  undoubtedly  rendered 
deliSions,  in  regard  to  the  measure  of  au-  more  striking  and  set  in  stronger  relief  by 
thority  they  were  disposed  to  claim  for  the  those   bold   and    broad  ^  generalizations 
hereditary  successor  to  the  sovereignty,  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  employing, 
as  much  as  by  strictly  constitutional  prin-  and  by  his  custom  of  dealing  with  subjects 
ciples.    In  the  warmth  of  debate  upon  this  of  momentous  and  absorbing  public  intei^ 
exciting  subject,   it  is   stated    that  Lord  est,  accordingto  their  existing  pressure  and 
Camden  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  mutually  importance,  more  than  according  to  their 
retorted  upon    each    other    with   some  purely  speculative,  academic  aiid  syeCf* 
piquancy  a  tendency  to  republican  princi-  matic  relations.    He  treated  things  or  this 
pies.    In  the  arrangements  contemplated  nature  in  their  true  character  of  politics, 
by  the  whig  party  on  this  interesting  and  and  not  as  metaphysics,  while  he  was  aV 
extraordinary  occasion,  it  was  intended  to  ways  master  of  a  maimer  the  most  dia> 
invest  Earl  Fitzwilliam  with  the  viceroy-  lectic  and  philosophical.    His  grand  and 
ally  of  Ireland.    The  increasing  import  powerful  abstractions  grew  out  of  his  pro- 
tance  of  that  high  charge  was  beginning  found  perception  of  original,  essentia! 
to  engage  more  deeply  the  patriotic  con-  principles ;  sind  they  were  invariably  at- 
oem  01  the  true  friends  of  ooth  parts  of  tendentupon  those  great  practical  internes 
the  empire ;  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  and  pressing  concerns  of  mankind  with 
indicated  to  that  office,  both  by  his  exten-  which  it  was  his  fortune,  both  as  a  states- 
aive  property  in  the  island  and  the  opinion  man  and  a  legislator,  to  be  pre-eminently 
prevailing  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  conversant.     The  portentous  aspect  of 
virtues  of  his  character,  evinced  in  a  par-  the  times  acting  upon  a  temperament  of 
ticularmanner  by  his  liberal  andbenevo-  peculiar  acuteness,  increased  by  the  fisR* 
lent  treatment  of  his  own  tenantry,  be-  mg  shadows  of  age,  probably  impartad 
tween  whom  and    himself  he  admitted  some  exaggeration  to  the  objects  of  his 
none  of  that  class  known  by  the  denomi-  mental  apprehension,  as  it  unquestionably 
nation  of  middle>men.  The  effect  of  such  added  extraordinary  energy  to  his  aecu- 
a  happy  designation,  however,  was  post-  sing  and  averting  eloquence.    But  with 
ponedto  a  period  when  it  was  not  per-  vast  interests  in  view  and  ^reat  events 
mitted  to  be  tried  under  equally  favourable  advancing,  his  mind  was  inspired  and  ex- 
auspices.    Upon  the  recovery  of  the  king,  panded   by  the   occasion.     He  looked 
a  magnificent  reception  was  given  ^ecu"^  abroad  upon  the  large  expanse  of  a«es ; 
Fitzwilliam  to  the  neir  apparent  at  Went-  and  on  a  theatre  more  kmcioixs,  wioi  a 
worth  House  in  Yorkshire,  with  national  power  mor.?  copious  and  more  ahaohite 
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iMii  has  been  granted  to  any  other  ttatea-  improper  cliannel,  the  j>oltti6a! 

man  of  oar  times;  he  proclaimed  himself  of  Lonil  Fitzvilliam  with  Mr.  Suifce  in 

the  or^an  of  the  past  and  the  future  to  all  the  unhappy  circumstances  of  eatcitwneni, 

mankind.    Hatred  of  oppreasion,   mora  that  finally  sedated  the  latter  fittt  M^. 

than  any  other  single  cause,  may  be  re-  Fox,  did  not  aher  the  cordial  sentimeiiit 

^rded  as  the  main-spring,  or  maeCer-key  of  regard  Vhich  always  existed  between 

of  Burke's  political  conduct  and  principles;  Mr.  Fox  and  himself   Lord  Fitzwilliam. 

and  af  ho  can  deny  such  a  sentiment  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Fox  the  information  of 

a  just  principle  of  thinking  and  acting  ift  Mr;  Burke's  last  illness.  It  is  motioned 

an  enlarged  and  an  enlightened  code  of  that  Mh  Ft>x  wais  so  much  aifected,  when 

political  ^ics.  This  roused  his  resistance  Mr.  Burke  refused  to  see  him,  as  to  burst 

to  the  ministerial  tyranny  of  the  mother  into  tears.    Mr.  Fox  himself,  in  his  last 

country.      It   caused  him    to    raise   his  moments,   was   visited  by  Lord  FitzwiU 

Toice  for  the  relief  of  the  catholics,  as  well  liam ;  anid,  although  unable  to  speak,  his 

as  dissenters,  both  in  England  and  Ire-  countenance  is  said  to  have  expressed  th£ 

land.    It  interested  and  engaged  him  in  overflowings  of  his  heart ;  and  his  noUft 

measures  for  the  improvrmem  of  the  con-  friend  fainted  j  andreinained  for  ^txtft  time 

dition  of  negroes.     It  kindled  his  implaca-  insensible  afleV  the  ahock  of  the  parting 

ble  indignation  against  those  who  plun-  sceno. 

dered  and  oppresseid  the  natives  of  India*,  In  the  year  succeeding  his  appidintndent 
And  in  the  main,  too,  it  was  the  same  cause  to  the  place  of  president  of  the  council,  he 
which  awoke  his  unmeasured  and  uftiniti-  was  selected  for  the  office  of  Lord  Lieuteif* 
gated  invective  against  the  sanguinary  ex-  ant  of  Ireland.  The  same  situation  had 
cesaes  of  the  revolutionists  in  France ;  be-  been  filled  by  one  of  his  ancestors,  a  friend 
cause  they  were  not  contented  with  obtain-  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  with  the  title  of 
ing  freedom  for  themselves,  without  Lord  Deputy,  for  fhre  successive  term^', 
trampling  upon  every  thing  that  stood  in  under  the  reign  0f  Queen  Elizabeth.  He 
the  way  of  their  tyrannical  career.  Burke  was  descends!  also,  by  the  maternal  side, 
bsheld  the  whole  dreadful  scene  of  blood  from  a  m<>re  unfortunately  celebrdtM  per* 
and  ruin  at  its  first  volcanic  outbreak,  son,  who  sustained  the  same  office  with  <( 
fmderthe  worst  and  most  ferocious  aspect  widely  different  fame — WentwOrth,  aflcr- 
of  democratic  despotism;  and  denounced  'Morris  Eari  of  Strafford, 
the  extremest  wo  of  superhiunan  wrath  LoitI  Fitzwilliam  was  recommended  iii 
upon  tliose,  who,  with  professions  of  li-  this  statiorr  by  the  reputation  of  hid  pfbbity 
berty  and  fraternity  the  most  passionate  and  pectdiar  qtialiftcations,  his  knnwrt 
and  profuse,  were  without  mercy  to  their  sentiments  to'^ards  the  catholics,  his  per- 
species,  in  their  marchof  emancipation  and  sonal  dispositions,  towards  the  inhabi- 
'•mpire.  Althriu^h  the  period  has  ptfitsed  tants  generalfy,  and  the  corresponding; 
away,  the  pa^  mscribed  by  that  revolu-  confidence  and  esteem  which  thote  tjuali- 
tion,  in  the  visions  of  that  raptvred  seer,  ties  had  won  for  him  in  the  cbmmuni- 
are  still  prophetic ;  and  the  enormities  of  ty.  These  circtmistaMcefi  may  undoubt- 
that  epoch,  which  almost  filled  his  breast  edly  be  vicWcd  not  merely  a^  among 
with  their  own  fury,  remain,  if  not  u'nf^  the  motives,  but  ad  bein^g  the  principal 
lieved,  still  without  recorded  parallel.  ^  causes  of  the  appointment,  which  wos 
The  opinions  of  BurkeoiTthid  absorbing  ^garded  of  itself,  as  a  proof  of  sin- 
subject,  It  is  well  kno^n,  exercised  a  pre-  cerity  and  conciliation  towanis  Ireland »- 
dominant  influence  in  Great  Britain'.  At  It  was  received  accordingly,  and  the  arri- 
this  period  Earl  Fitzwilliam  CTnited  with  val  of  Earl  FitzwiHiaiff  in  this  beneficent 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  Earl  Spenccf,-  Mr.  capacity,;  was  srectecf  with  imiversal  de- 
Windham,  and  a  considerable  portion'  of  mondtratiofis  of  joy.  The  Irish  parli.T- 
the  whig  party,  in  supporting  tl^  pdtitical  menl,  afler  a  conlial  udiiress  of  welcome, 
measures  of  the  adnimistratioYi;  at  the  unanimously  presented  the  most  ample 
head  of  which  the  Duke  (Sf  Portland  was  vote  of  supplies  that  had  ever  been  grant - 
lllaced,  while  the  principal  direction  of  ed  ih  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  A  bill 
affiun  remauied  in  Mf.  Pitt ;  flnd,|  with  A^as  shortly  brolight  in  by  Mr.  Grattan, 
ihe  advice  of  Mr.  Bnrke,  Lofd  Fitzwilliam  with  the  unquestionable  approbation  of  the 
accepted  the  presidency  o^  the  council.  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  the  relief  of  the  cat  hr^ 
Although  the  harsh  and  unrelenting  dis-  lies.  Individuals  who  had  rendered  thcm- 
pbaanre  of  Mr.  Burke  towoird  Mr.  Fox  selves  justly  obnolious  to  public  displea- 
Was  manifested  in  the  extraordinary  letter  sure  by  their  conduct  in  office,  were  re- 
communicated  to  the  Duke  of  I^ortland  moved,  and  their  places  supplied  by  suc- 
vnd  Eari  Fitzwilliam,  which  afberivards  oessors  of  undoubted  merit.  The  rnont 
ftund  its  way  to  the  public  through  soma  satisfactory  results  wars   infemd    fron( 

G«g 
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•Q  AvipicUmt  to  tht  public  eonuiioiM,  wkkwH,  howeror,  l«ul]B|Br  t9 
lypoctation ;  and  entire  confidence  was  any  satieioetory  result,  b  was  eridnnt 
alltrialMd  in  the  apparent  intentions  of  go-  thai  the  oppoitunity  sought  for  was  sfaim- 
vammant;  but  this  fair  prospect,  the  fair-  ned,  and  that  the  goTemment  chose  to 
est  that  had  dawned  upon  that  portion  of  shield  its  injustice  by  iu  silence. 
Ihs  kingdom,  was  suddenly  changed  and  In  the  debate  which  occurred  in  the 
alouded.  The  evil  star  of  Ireland  recover-  house  of  peers,  Earl  FitzwilUam  publidy 
ad  its  ascendency.  Implacable  resentments  declared  that  he  possessed  sufficient  aittbo- 
were  roused ;  other  counsels  prevailed ;  rity  for  the  measure  which  he  bad  propo- 
und to  tfwm  was  sacrificed  the  system  of  sed  to  adopt  in  regard  to  the  catholics,  and 
policy  that  had  been  resolved  upon,  to  be  further  stated  that  no  objection 'was  oppo* 
carried  into  efi*ect  through  the  instnunen-  sed  to  the  course  of  proceeding  on  his  |MRit 
tality  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  The  measure  previous  to  the  dismission  of  certain  active 
of  concession,  which  had  been  tendered  individuals  from  office  on  aocoant  of  their 
with  the  fiUl  concurrence  of  the  royal  re-  political  violence.  This,  he  said,  produeed 
presentative,  for  which  he  conceived  him-  the  clamours  and  misrepresentations 
aelf  to  be  vested  with  competent  authority,  which  led  to  his  removal,  and  would,  as 
was  refused  a  sanction  by  the  British  cabi-  he  feared,  in  time,  be  followed  by  wotm 
Bet.  His  recall  took  place  in  consequence,  consequences.  This  closing  remark  was 
after  an  administration  of  only  three  obviously  prophetic.  The  disadvantage 
months,  and  Lord  Camden  was  appointed  of  losing  the  timely  and  favourable  oppor- 
his  successor.  The  disappointment  and  tunity  then  offered  for  effecting  a  ooncilia- 
erief  attending  this  abrupt  termination  of  tory  seulement  of  the  distracting  question 
his  commission,  could  only  be  compared  of  Irish  catholic  emancipation  was  lon^ 
with  the  delight  and  hope  with  which  his  experienced,  and  has  not  yet  entirely  oeaa- 
appointment  had  been  hailed.  The  day  of  ed  to  be  felt.  What  sufferings  would  thai 
his  departure  from  Dublin  was  marked  as  unhappy  country  have  been  spared ;  how 
a  day  of  mourning :  the  shops  were  closed,  much  blood  would  have  been  saved  that 
and  a  common  feeling  of  despondence  per-  has  been  poured  out  upon  the  scaffold ; 
raded  the  whole  community.  how  much  whidi  has  nowed  into  forei^ 
This  unforseen  and  unfortunate  turn  of  climes  might  have  been  preserved  within 
affairs  became  the  topic  of  animated  dis-  her  own  bosom,  if  that  boon  which  was 
eossion  upon  EUirl  Fitzwilliam's  return  to  so  long  deferred,  and  so  ungraciously 
Eingland,  and  continued  for  some  time  to  and  reluctantly  accorded,  had  bsen  grant> 
Ibrm  an  iiftereating  subject  to  the  public  ed  under  circumstances  when  it  might 
mind.  One  or  two  letters  were  commu-  have  been  received  with  gratitude, 
nicated  to  the  press,  addressed  by  him  to  From  this  period  Lord  Fitzwilliam  witl^ 
Earl  Cariisle,  vindicating  the  manner  in  drew  in  a  great  measure  from  political  af* 
which  he  haa  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  fairs,  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities  with 
the  trust  connded  to  him ;  asserting  the  France,  when  he  joined  with  Lord  Gren* 
competency  of  his  authority  for  the  pur-  ville  and  others,  in  condemning  the  delu- 
pose  in  question ;  and  animadverting  with  sive  and  short-lived  peace  of  Amiens.  On 

Eeat  severity  upon  the  arts  which  had  the  formation  of  the  whig  ministry  upon 
en  exerted  to  overthrow  his  administra-  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1806,  Lord  FHtz- 
lion.  He  appeared  also  in  the  house  of  william  was  again  called  to  his  fonner 
Tords,  and  challenged  an  investigation  of  seat  as  president  of  the  council.  After  lW 
his  conduct  in  the  face  of  the  country;  dissolution  of  that  able  and  virtuous  admi- 
and  maintained  that  his  instructions  had  nistration  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  LorI 
fhlly  warranted  the  proceeding  which  tlie  Fitzwilliam  did  not  intermit  his  attend- 
cabinet  had  subsequently  seen  fit  to  dis-  ance  in  the  house  of  peers,  until  an  ad- 
avow.  Blame  had  been  publicly  cast  vanced  period,  but  ceased  to  take  any  fur- 
upon  him  as  the  representative  of  the  sove-  ther  part  in  public  affairs  Uian  belongad  to 
reign,  and  he  exhibited  himself  there  in  a  the  discharge  of  his  senatorial  duties, 
calm  and  dienified  attitude,  ready  to  take  Faithful,  however,  at  once  to  the  original 
up  the  guanUet  which  tlie  government  had  instinct  and  sympathies  of  his  natara»  and 
thrown  down.  No  reply  was  attempted,  to  those  principles  of  education,  whi<^  had 
The  Duke  of  Norfolk  then  gave  notice  of  distinguished  his  character  from  his  firat 
a  motion  for  an  address  to  the  king,  re-  entrance  upon  the  stage  of  life;  he  drew 
ouestin^  that  the  correspondence  between  upon  himself  a  decided  mark  of  the  d&a- 
the  ministry  and  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  pleasure  of  the  ministerial  anemnneBA 
veUting  to  nis  recall,  should  be  laid  before  under  the  administration  of  Lord  Liver- 
parHament  ;^  and  a  similar  motion  ibr  in-  pool  in  1619,  by  presiding  at  a  publ^ 
quiry  was  introduced   into  the  liouse  of  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
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tlie  massacre  at  Mancbsster.    In  conae-  AtCamhridge,  April,  1833,  Jc^HooJcir 

qwance  of  this,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  Ashmun,  Esq.,  aged  33,  Royal  Profiatior 

office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  west  riding  of  Law  in  Harvard  UniTersity. 

of  Yorkshire,  to  which  he  had  been  ap-  The  state  of  professor  Ashmun's  health 

pointed  after liis  recall  frum  Irelsnd.  had  been  such  for  a  long  time,  that  his 

The  character  of  this  excellent  and  la-  death  was  any  thing  but  unexpected  to  his 

mented  nobleman  is  best  sketched  by  the  friends,  and  though  the  death  of  such  a 

plain  and  simple  recital  of  his  life.  It  was  man  can  never  be  unseasonable,  so  far  as  he 

marked  by  his  private  virtues,  his  public  himself  is  concerned,  it  must  always  be  so 

spirit,  his  liberal  opinions,  and  the  ample  in  relation  to  those  who  survive  him.    He 

means  which  he  eniployed  of  benevolence  was  a  man  of  so  marked  a  character,  eiit« 

and  munificence.    Popular  and  mdulgent  ertinf  so  uncommon  an  influence  over 

as  one  of  the  largest  landed  proprietors  in  all  who  approached  him,  and  socomplttel^ 

the  realm,    plarad   by  Providence  in  a  filling  bis  office  and  station,  that  however 

sphere  of  extensive  and  important  influ-  wc  may  have  supposed  ourselves  prepared 

ence,  he  was  the  inflexible  enemy  of  every  to  hear  of  his  death,  we  feel,  when  the 

species  of  corruption  and  oppression.  The  event  has  taken  placie,  that  we  had  never 

purity  and  elevation  of  his  purpoees  was  realized  the  extent  of  the  loss  we  were  to 

never  for  a  moment  questioned.    Through  sustain. 

that  portion  of  local  patronage  belonging  He  was  a  man  cast  in  a  peculiar  mould, 

to  him  under  the  late  system  of  represen-  His  mind  had  been  developed,  and  his  cha^ 

taUion,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  re-  racter  formed,  each  by  its  own  unassisted 

form,  and  which  was  now  more  purely  energies,  and  with  very  few  external  inflo- 

exercised,  it  may  be  observed  that  some  of  ences.    He  was  hiehly  independent  in  opi« 

the  most  eminent  and  patriotic  members  nionsandconduct;  ne  made  iu>  his  mind  a** 

have  obtained  their  seats  in  parliament  liberately,  and  acted  and  spoke  resolutely. 

As  one  of  these  distinguished  individuals,  according  to  his  convictions.    His  mind 

it  may  be  suflicient  to  allude  to  Sir  James  was  one  of  a  high  order  j  it  was  acute,  dis- 

Mackintosh,  a  name  well  deserving  to  be  criminating,  vigorous,  philosophical,  and 

associated  in  the  same  record  with  the  creative.  No  man  had  a  clearer  and  morein* 

illustrious  object  of  the  eaual  favour  and  tellectual  piercing  sight;  he  saw  all  things 

respect  of  the  Marquis  ot  Rockingham;  in  their  true  forms,  and  exact  proportions, 

and  it  may  be  mentioned  as  an  eminent  He  walked  in  the  steady  day-light  of  truth: 

f<Aicity  in  the  dispensation  of  this  aristo-  he  was  never  led  astray  by  phantoms  ana 

eratic  power,  in  the  illustrious  line  which  unsubstantial  gleams;  he  never  mistook 

has  been  traced,  that  the  roll  which  began  shadows  for  substances.    He  detected  at 

with  Burke,  should  end  at  this  point  with  once,  sophistry,  loose  and  inconsequential 

Mackintosh,    Although  opposed,  at  one  reasoning,    fanciful   distinctions,   subtle 

period,  in  their  view  of  foreign  politics,  refinements,  and  all  the  arts  by  which 

Detween  Burke  and  Mackintosh  there  ex-  ardent  partizans  deceive  others,  and  often 

isted  an    affinity,  drawing  their   minds  themselves,   and  treated  them    with  ns 

into  a  mutual  esteem  and  affection  for  mercy.    Mis  love  of  truth  was  a  remsdc« 

each  other,  founded  on  their  common  ha-  able  trait  in  his  mind:  he  would  not  tole- 

tred  of  oppression,  and  love  for  the  good  rate,  even  in  conversation,  those  rash  and 

and  beautiftil  in  the  constitution  of  their  extravagant  assertions,  wiiich  are  always 

kind.  taken  with  more  or  less  of  qualification, 

The  descent  of  Earl  Fitzwiliiam  is  tra-  according  to  the  temperament  of  the  speak- 

ced  firom  an  ancient  stock,  claiming  con-  er.    He  felt  that  it  was  wrong  to  be  dis* 

sanguinity  to  the  confessor,  and  deriving  loyal  to  truth,  even  in  the  smaUest  things, 

historical  distinction  from  the  hand  of  the  He  had  a  great  deal  of  wisdom — the  per- 

eonqueror.    But  he  has  acquired  higher  fectionofgood  sense.    His  remarks  weie 

titles  to  the  veneration  of  the  present  age,  striking;,  and  often  profound.    He  lodlttd 

and  the  respect  of  posterity ;    titles,  by  upon  life  with  apenetrating  and  sa^[acious 

which  his  honest  axul  well  earned  fame  eye,  and  his  observations  upon  it  wen 

win  be  cherished  beyond  thoae  of  Norman  made  with  d^th,  sometimes  with  seventy, 

or  Saxon  origin,  or  of  the  heraldic  hon-  never  with  bitterness.    He  did  not  talk 

ours  by  which  the  house  was  adorned  much,  but  he  said  a  great  deal  in  a  few 

under  tneTudors,  or  the  latter  dignities  to  words.     His  constant  ill  health,  which 

which  it  was  raised  by  the  reigning  bfaneh.  ofien  prevented  him  irom  reading  aad 
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Muiyinf  ,  gsve  him  mora  opportunity  U>  aa  among  the  most  TaluafaU  portkMM  t£ 

think.  Mid  prps^rved  the  on^nality  and  their  leeuedueatioD. 

freshness  of  his  mind  unimpaired.  Th?  character  of  Mr.  AsLmun  coold  odiy 

Of  h's  professional  character,  we  feel  be  understood  bjr  those  who  saw  him  ile- 

hardly  qualified-  to  spetik,  but  it  is  gene-  miiiariy.     His   ill  health,   and  a  alighl 

rally  acknowledged  that,  as  a  lawyer,  he  deafness  with  wliich  he  was  afflicted,  june- 

had  few  ecjuals,  and  no  superior  among  vented  him  from  mingling  much  in  aoaety, 

Ihose  of  his  own  standing.    The  enriy  but  this  seemed  to  bmd  him  more  doae^ 

Age  at  which  be  died»  and  his  conetant  to  those  who  knew  him  intimately.    Hu 

aickness,  prevented  him  from  making  va-  affections  were  strong  and  constant,  and 


nous  and  extensive  acquisitions,  but  there     his    disposition   eminently    social. 

eertain  ponton?  of  the  law,  particu-     bodily  infirmities  made  him  appear  somer 


larly  the  law  of  real  property,  of  which  he     times  aifeten  and  irritable,  but  no  man 
was  thoroughly  master.  But  his  legal  emi-     had  a  warmer  heart,  or  a  deeper  sensibility. 


fience  arose  from  the  remarkable  original  If  he  had  ever  given  pain,  he  felt  it  no 
powers  which  he  brought  to  the  study  of  the  himself,  and  always  made  up  for  it  by 
science.  Wherever  he  directed  his  con-  9ome  marked  kindness  ia  toQe»  looks,  or 
«entrated  efforts,  he  disentangled  the  manner.  He  associated  with  hia  pi^xils 
kxyHtiest  points,  and  shed  light  upon  the  on  terms  of  perfect  equality,  and  gamed 
darkest,  and  most  abstruse  subjects.  He  their  attachment,  while  he  preserved  their 
applied  general  principles  with  great  saga-  respect,  and  parted  wiih  none  of  the  dig- 
ftrr  and  skill.  He  traced  rules,  apparently  niiy  of  his  station  and  character.  He  der 
arbitrary,  to  their  origin,  and  showed  that  lighted  to  mingle  with  them,  and  to  be  sor- 
th<*y  had  a  foundation,  either  in  reason  or  rounded  with  the  fresh  and  buoyant 
abuse.   Every  subject  that  passed  through     ^irits,  which  are  the  natural  heritage  of 

his  mind  appearedf  in  a  new  form,  or  was  vouth    and    health,    but   to    which    ks 
held  up  in  a  more  striking  light.    Well     had  been  long  a  stranger.     Though  his 

Ter^M  in  special  pleading,  familiar  with  heart  was  hear^,  he  loved  the  sunshine  of 

^11  ihe  tephTiica4ities  of  the  law,  emd  with  happy  faces.    His  feelings  we  e  not  only 

«  power  ofseeing  minute  distinctions,  he  strong,  but  tender  and  delicate.    He  was 

eouM  at  once  shake  off  all  these  trammels,  not  in  the  habit  of  revealing   in    words 

«i)i  view  the  law  as  a  liberal  and  expan-  what  was  passing  wiihin  hun,  but  wit^ 

aive  science,  resting  on  immutable  foun-  his  friends,  the  tones  of  his  voice,  and  th^ 

dntions,  and  capable  of  being  moulded  to  expression  of  his  face,  were  an  unerring 

tn'^t  the  ctaims  of  justice,  the  demands  ef  index  to  the  emotioua  which,  were  stirring 

reason,  and  the  progress  of  society.  his  souK 

f|is  method  of  instruction  in  the  law,  For  several  months  past,  his  mind  lit*- 
was  peculiar  to  himself  He  did  not  think  rally  kept  his  body  alive.  His  life  waif 
tJ  expertieat  to  explain  every  thing,  and  re-  always  a  a>nstant  struggle,  and  a  con- 
move  evpry  difficulty  from  the  learner's  stant  victory — a  victory  of  tlie  spirit  over 
path.  He  preferred  to  awaken  in  the  the  flesh,  of  the  immortal  essence  over  ii^ 
student's  ramd  the  desire  of  overcoming  dying  tenement.  There  was  something 
obstacles  himself^  and  thought  that  what  heroic  and  inspiring  in  this  moral  strength; 
was  gained  in  that  way,  was  much  more  this  power  to  rise  superior  to  all  bodily 
vaiuable  than  what  was  told  him  by  his  infirmities,  and  to  keep  the  post  of  duty  to 
feoT'der.  His  commentaries  and  explana-  the  last.  He  bore  hw  sickness  with  the 
lions  were  always  given  in  few  words,  fimmessofamartyr.  He  never  complain- 
Int  were  thoroughly^  satisfactory,  and  ed,  and  never  fell*  into  that  habit  se  common 
were  treiisured  up  m  the  memory  like  with  invalids,  of  talking  about  himsdf, 
iurtoms.  He  acquired  great  infhience  over  and  his  own  feelings,  till  the  ear  of  a£^- 
his  pupils:  he  treated  them  as  friends  aiyl  tion  itself  became  wearyrf  the  sound.  He 
poinnanions;  and  his  own  mind  was  so  had  too  much  dignity  and  self-respect,  to  be 
yigdrous  and  original,  that  it  gained  an  perpetually  drawing  upon  the  sympathy 
ascendancy  over  all  who  approached  him  of  others,  and  making  them  bear  the  Ku^ 
famiKariy.  His  examinations  were  so  den  of  his  afflictions.  His  ill  heakh,  which 
searching,  and  the  desire  of  his  approba-  matte  tlie  world,  perhaps,  do  him  injustica, 
Tion  was  so  strong,  that  aH,  ev«n  the  most  made  his  society  more  interesting  to  hia 
indolent,  if  they  pretended  to  study  at  all,  friends,  and  the  influence  of  his  character 
smdied  faithfully,  and  learned  accurately,  more  important  upon  them.  Ta  momeDta 
^he  written  lectures  which  he  delivered,  of  douM  and  despondency,  there  wns 
t^  certain  portions  of  the  law,  will  always  something  invigorating  in  the  though^ 
^  remembered  by  those  who  heard  them,  that  if  he,  at  his  early  age,  and  with  sock 
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ft  weight  of  infirmity  to  sustain,  had  ac-  unknown.    A  meeting,  comprising  moai 

complished   so  much,   how  much   more  of  the  population,  was  convened  in  the 

could  they  do,  when  aided  by  such  good  public  streets,  and  a  decided  and  yiolent 

angels  as  hope  and  liealth.  opposition  from  many  of  the  inhabitants 

was  apprehended.     Fearless  of  personal 

consequences,  Colonel  Neilson  ascended  a 

stage,  hastily  prepared  for  the  occasion, 

John  Neilson.  and  with  a  firm  and  audible  voice,  pro- 

In  New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Col.  John  ceeded  to  read  the  declaration  to  the  as- 
PTeiison,  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the  revolu-  sembled  multitude.  At  the  conclusion,  he 
tion.  I'his  brave  man  was  bom  in  the  was  ^eted  with  loud  huzzas  by  so  great 
vicinity  of  New-Brunswick,  on  the  11th  a  majority,  that  tlie  opponents  of  the  mei^- 
<lay  of  March,  1745,  and  passed  his  mino-  sure  did  not  dare  to  avow  themselves, 
rityin  and  near  that  place,  excepting  a  few  On  the  first  day  of  August,  1776,  he 
years  in  Philadelphia  for  his  education,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  re«- 
In  1769  he  settled  at  the  head  of  a  young  ment  of  infantry,  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
family  at  New-Brunswick,  in  a  mercantile  sex;  and,  in  September  and  October, 
establishment,  with  the  prospect  of  a  fo-  served  in  command  of  liis  own  regiment, 
Tourable  and  prosperous  business,  until  and  the  militia  of  Somerset,  on  the  lines 
^iisturbed  by  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  Essex  and  Bergen  counties.  In  No- 
in  1776.  While  the  government  of  Great  vember  he  was  relieved  by  other  militia, 
Britain  were  pursuing  their  wild  and  uii-  and  returned  to  his  family.  In  December, 
^ust  project  of  taxation,  Mr.  Neilson  uni-  of  the  same  year,  a  large  division  of  the 
ted  his  influence  ;«vith  the  guardians  of  British  army  invaded  Uie  state  of  New- 
our  land,  in  opposition  to  their  iniquitous  Jersey,  made  a  rapid  march  to  New- 
measures.  The  controversy  having  assu-  Brunswick,  on  their  way  to  the  Delaware; 
med  a  serious  complexion,  he  raised  a  and  the  militia  of  Middlesex  and  Somer- 
company  of  militia ;  and,  being  appointed  set  beinj?  now  dispersed,  the  field  officers  of 
tbeir  captain,  was  soon  af.er  called  into  his  regiment,  including  himself,  Lieuten- 
service,  on  an  expedition  to  the  east  end  ant  Colonel  Taylor,  Major  Van  Embury, 
of  Long-Island,  under  the  command  of  with  Colonel  Frelinghuysen,  and  others 
Greneral  Heard,  for  the  purpose  of  dis-  of  the  county  of  Somerset,  joined  the  Ame- 
armin?  the  disaffected  ix)pulation  in  that  rican  army,  then  on  their  retreat  to  the 
part  of  the  county.  When  relieved  from  west  side  of  the  Delaware  river,  as  volun- 
that  service,  he  resumed  the  care  of  his  leers. 

bnsiness,  and  attended  the  training  of  his  On  the  31st  of  December,  1776,  Gene- 
company,  in  order  to  make  them  soldiers,  ral  Washington  issued  an  order,  directing 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1775,  he  was  C(»lonel  Neilson,  with  the  militia  officers 

appointed  colonel  of  the  battalion  of  mi-  Iwfore  mentioned,  to  proceed  into  the  state 

nuie-men  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  of  New- Jersey,  and  use  their  exertions  to 

commissioned  by  the  deputies  of  the  seve-  call  together  and  embody  the  militia  of  the 

ral  counties  of  l^iTew-Jersey,  in  provincial  state. 

congress.     This  commission  was  signed  The  British  troops,  afler  the  capture  of 

Hendk.  Fisher,  President.  the  Hessians  at  Trenton,  retreated,  and 

Early  in  1776,  he  was  solicited  to  be-  the  h?ad  quarters  of  their  army  being  then 
«(Mne  a  deputy  to  the  continental  congress  in  New- Jersey,  halted,  and  went  into  win- 
at  Philadelphia;  but  such  were,  at  that  ter  quarters  at  New-Brunswick.  The  mi- 
time,  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  that  he  litia  of  the  atate  being  now  partially  env 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  remain  with  his  regi-  bodied,  part  joined  the  main  army,  whilst 
ment,  and  he  never  took  his  seat  in  that  those  of  Middlesex,  with  others,  were 
distinguished  \>ody.  placed  under   the   command  of  Colonel 

To  evince  how  justly  his  sentiments,  Neilson,  and  ordered  to  take  post  at  Cranr 
and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  on  this  berry.  Early  in  1777,  and  soon  after  the 
occasion,  were  appreciated,  it  is  only  ne-  establishment  of  the  post  at  Cranberry, 
cessary  to  state,  than  when  soliciting  in-  information  wtis  communicated  to  him  by 
dividuals  in  the  different  states,  known  to  a  deserter  from  the  British  lines,  that  an 
be  efficient  firiends  to  that  measure,  with  a  outpost  of  British  troops  under  the  corn- 
view  to  their  influence  in  securing  a  fa-  mand  of  a  refugee  officer,  was  formed  at 
▼ouiable  reception,  congress  transmitted  Bennett's  Island,  two  or  three  miles  from 
Ihecopy  of  the  declaration  for  that  pa^  of  the  main  army  at  New-Brunswick.  A 
New-Jersey  to  Colonel  Neilson.  When  plan  for  surprising  them  being  immediate? 
•vseaived,  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  fy  formed  by  Colonel  Neilson,  a  messen^ 
Ntw-Brunswick  upon  that  subject,  were  ger  was  despatched  to  General  Putnam^ 
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then  commanding  at  Princeton,  for  as-  feHow-citizens;  and  so  well  a—urad 

sistance.   The  general  very  promptly  des-  the  enemy  of  the  importance  of  lus  infta- 

patched  a  reinforcement,   consisting  of  ence  and  exertions  to  the  American  came, 

from  40  to  50  riflemen.    These  having  that  many  attempts  were  mode  to  aeize  his 

arrixed  in  good  season,  and  being  united  person.     His  popularity  was  the  means 

to  his  own  command  at  Cranberry,  Col.  of  preserving  him  from  these  attempts,  as 

Neilson  commenced    his   line  of  march  he  always  received  a  sufficient  notice  from 

about  sunset,  and  moved  steadily  forward  some  one  of  his  numerous  friends  to  ena- 

by  the  direct  route  to  Bennett's   Island,  ble  him  to  escape. 

The  night  was  clear  and  frosty,  and  the         As  soon  as  tne  great  object  of  indepeo- 

ground  covered  with  snow,  yet  the  move-  dence  was  secured,  and  the  blessing  of 

ment  was  conducted  with  such  circum-  peace  restored  to  our  land,  Col.  Vaiatm 

spection,  that  they  leaped  and  passed  the  returned,  with  renewed    ardour,  to    the 

stockade  within  which  the  British  were  business  and  duties  of  private  life.     Onoe, 

quartered,  and  were  in  the  midst  of  them  only,  during  the  long  period  of  years  that 

before  they  were  discovered.     The  sur-  have  since  elapsed,  could  he  be  drawn 

prise  was  so  complete,  that  the  command-  from  his  retirement.    The  occ  sion  was 

mg  officer  of  the  post,  and  his  whole  force,  worthy  of  the  patriot,  and  the  appeal  too 

amounting  to  sixty  or  seventy  men,  witli  strong  to  be  resisted.    He  was  deeted  by 

their  arms,  &c.,  were  made  prisoners.    On  the  people  of  his  native  county  one  of  tM 

this  occasion.  Colonel  Neifson  narrowly  delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  people 

escaped  with  his  life.    Being  one  of  the  of  New- Jersey,  to  take  into  consideraticm 

first  to  leap  the  stockade,  a  sentinel  pressed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  sub- 

his  gun  against  his  breast,   while  at  the  mitted  for  "  their  assent  and  raiijictttion.'* 
same  instant.  Captain  Fanner,  a  true  Jer-         A  zealous  and  influential  advocate  of 

sey  Blue,  flourished  his  swoid  over  his  that  glorious  and  happj  constitution,  he 

head,  exclaiming  "  throw  up  your  gun,  saw  it  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  whole 

youd -d  scoundrel,  or  I  will  cut  you  people;    and  feeling  that  union,  justiee, 

down."     The  man    being   intimidated,  and  liberty  were  secured  to  his  country, 

obeyed,  and  the  Colonel  escaped  unhurt,  rejoiced  in  the  assurance  that  he  migat 

The  party  retiu-ned  with  only  the  loss  of  ever  thereafter  live  withdrawn  from  the 

a  man  or  two,  to  Cranberry,  and  on  the  busy  theatre  of  public  action.     Out  of  40 

succeeding  day,  he  had  tlie  satisfaction  of  members  who  composed  that  convention, 

fi^rwarding  his  prisoners,  with  their  arms  embracing  the  best  and  wisest  of  New- 

and  accoutrements,  to  General  Putnam,  at  Jersey's   favourite  sons,  Colonel  Neilson 

Princeton.  was  the  latest  survivor. 
In  the  months  of  September,  October, 

and  November,  1777,  lie  was  on  service  ^  

at  the  lines,  at  Elizabethtown,  with  the 

militia  of  Somerset  and  Middlesex,  under  Edmitnd  Kean. 

the  command  of  General  Dickinson.    In         May  15, 1833,  at  his  house,  Ricfamoiid 

June  and  July,  1778,  he  served  in  Mon-  Green,  aged  45,  Edmund  Kean.  the  aecom- 

mouth  county,  l^eing  part  of  the  time  under  plishcd  actor.  

the  command  of  General  Dickinson,  and  a  Kean  was  l3om  November  4,  17B7,  in 
part  of  the  lime  holding  a  separate  com-  Castle-street,  Leicester-square.  His  tk- 
mand.  In  Sep.  and  Oct.,  1778,  he  was  en-  ther,  Aaron  Kean,  was  a  tailor,  and 
gaged  in  repelling  an  invasion  of  the  brother  to  Moses  Kean,  the  celebrated 
enemy,  and  m  May,  June,  and  July,  1779,  ventriloquist ;  his  mother  was  a  dauffater 
in  commanding  the  militia  on  the  lines  at  of  George  Saville  Carey,  a  lyrist  of  the 
Elizabethto wni^  Newark,  &c.  On  the  18th  last  century.  He  was  so  neglected  in 
September,  1780,  he  was  appointed  by  the  nursing,  that  his  deformity  at  mar  years 
Ctuarter-Master-Greneral  of  the  United  of  age  disqualified  him  for  posturing  feats 
States'  army,  his  deputy,  for  the  state  of  on  the  Dury-lane  stage ;  and  it  was  only 
New-Jersey,  and  continued  in  that  de-  by  timely  application  of  bracing-irons, 
paitment  till  the  close  of  the  war.  While  that  his  limbs  ever  resumed  anything  like 
engaged  in  these  various  services,  he  held  symmetry.  His  "  first  appearance  on  any 
an  extensive  correspondence  with  Gene-  staere"  was  on  the  head  of  the  Elenluait 
ral  Washington,  Governor  Livingston,  in  Bluebeard.  At  five  ^ears  oW,  nc  rs- 
and  other  superior  officers,  which  contains  appeared  at  Dury-lane,  m  John  Kenible*s 
much  valuable  information,  and  now  re-  goblin  corps  in  Macbeth.  He  was  after- 
mains  in  the  possession  of  his  fhmily.  wards  sent  to  school  in  Orange  eoort, 
The  character  and  services  of  Colonel  whence  he  ran  away,  and  went  as  cabin 
Neilson  were  highly  appreciated  by  his  boy  onboard  of  a  vessel  howod  for  M«- 
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flMra :  ho  there  fell  sick,  and  returned  pen- 
ny less  to  his  native  shore.  After  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  the  young  wight  joined 
Baunders'  vaulting  troop.  He  continued 
an  unruly  wayward  boy  till  the  age  of  14, 
when  he  joined  a  small  company. 

Kean  played  at  Birmingham  with 
moderate  success,  but  at  Edinburgh  tri- 
umphantly, for  twelve  successive  nights, 
as  Hamlet.  This  fame  was  but  ephemeral ; 
for,  until  1812,  he  played  all  the  varieties 
enumerated  by  Polonius.  His  talents 
were  almost  universal ;  but  he  never  sucr 
oeeded  in  light  comedy. 

He  selected  Shyloci  for  his  first  appear- 
ance at  Drury  lane,  in  1813,  by  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Nation,  for  the  merits  of  his  Rick- 
ard  were  then  unknown ;  indeed,  he  had 
had  but  few  opportunities  of  appearing 
in  Shakspeare.  The  pit  was  not  more 
than  two-thirds  full;  but  the  over- 
flow from  Covent  Garden,  where  a  new 
and  popular  opera  was  performing,  soon 
filled  the  house  respectably.  The  first 
scene  went  off  flatly  ;  but  he  made  a  great 
impression  in  the  scene  with  nbal,  in 
the  third  act ;  and  his  triwnph  was  com- 
plete in  the  trial  scene.  The  committee 
presented  him  with  fifty  guineas  after  his 
performance  of  Shylock^  and  one  hundred 
after  that  of  Richard. 

From  this  period,  till  within  a  few  weeks 
of  his  death,  a  period  of  nineteen  years, 
Kean  continued  to  perform  in  London 
and  the  chief  towns  of  the  United  King- 
dom, with  extraordinary,  if  not  always 
with  equal  success.  Fame  and  money 
hAve  been  showered  on  him  unsparingly; 
and  there  may  be  some  persons  inclin^  to 
consider  him  as  a  spoiled  child  of  fortune. 
In  the  United  States,  where  he  stayed  from 
October,  li^O,  to  June,  1831,  his  success 
was  equal  to  that  in  his  native  country. 
In  France,  in  1818,  he  was  differently 
received;  though  Talma,  a  complete 
master  of  his  science,  entertained  the 
highest  opinion  ofKean's  abilities. 

In  person,  Mr.  Kean  was  scarcely  the 
middle  height,  and  was  accordingly  defi- 
eienC  in  the  dimity  of  deportment  requi- 
site for  certam  characters,  as  that  of 
Cori44amu,  His  features,  though  not 
sufficiently  regular'  to  be  termed  hand- 
some, were  capable  of  almost  illimitable 
e]q)ression;  his  eyes,  as  it  were,  play- 
ed with  the  passions,  in  the  very  spirit 
of  mastery;  his  voice,  in  the  under 
tones,  boomed  with  melancholy  mu- 
sie,  and  in  sudden  transitions  abounded 


with  fine,  meteor-like  effect;  and,  although 
he  was  not  of  dignified  stature,  he  walked 
the  staee  wtth  the  ease  and  self-possession 
attainiwle  only  by  true  genius.  He  was 
generous  even  to  profuseness,  and  his 
largesses  were  often  injudicious.  He  |fave 
the  receipts  of  benefits  to  public  chanties, 
played  gratuitously  for  needy  managers, 
subtscribed  liberally  to  benevolent  institu- 
tions, and  was  open-handed  to  the  appli- 
cations of  private  suffering.  In  a  spirit 
of  enthusiasm  for  his  profession,  he  rais> 
ed,  in  1821,  a  monument  at  New- York,  to 
the  memory  of  Cooke,  and  after  the  ex- 
ample of  Doggett,  he,  since  the  year  1818, 
gave  annually  a  wherry  to  be  rowed  for 
on  the  Thames. 

About  the  year  1808,  he  married  Miss 
Chambers ;  she  and  her  sister  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  and  dancers  at  the  Chel- 
tenham Theatre.  They  had  two  sons, 
Howard,  who  died  in  1813,  and  Mr.  C. 
Kean,  who  inherits  much  of  the  genius 
of  his  father.  Mr.  Kean's  last  public  ap- 
pearance was  on  the  stage  of  Covent  Gar- 
den Theatre,  as  Othello,  with  his  son  as 
lago,  the  only  time  he  publicly  acted  with 
his  son :  during  the  performance,  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  borne  from  the  scene,  the 
last  line  he  uttered,  lieing  the  conclusion 
of  the  touching  valediction, — 

'  Farewell !  OUulWs  oecopatioo*t  giooe.* 

Poor  Kean's  worldly  affairs  were  so 
deranged  at  the  time  of  his  death,  that  it 
was  for  some  time  a  matter  of  doubt  who* 
ther  it  was  worth  while  to  administer  to 
his  effects.  Yet  his  usual  engagement  in 
London  was  6<M.  per  night,  for  three  times 
a  week,  and  he  often  performed  in  the 
country  the  other  three  nights.  The  total 
sum  received  by  Mr.  Kean  in  England, 
America,  and  France,  since  1814,  is  sta- 
ted at  176,000/.,  or  averaging  upwards  of 
9,000/.  per  annum,  for  nineteen  years. 


John  Randolph. 

In  Philadelphia,  May  24, 1833,  John 
Randolph  of  Roanoke,  many  years  a 
member  of  congress,  and  afterwards  Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  St^ 
Petersbureh,  aged  61  years. 

His  father  was  John  Randolph,  a  do* 
scendant,  in  the  sixth  degree,  ftom  Poca- 
hontas,* and  his  mother  a  Miss  Bland, 
sister  of  Theodore    Bland.    The  eariy 


*  1.  Pocahontas.  2.  Thomas  Rolfe.  3.  Jane  Bolline.  4.  John  Boiling  the  elder. 
5.  John  Boiling  the  younger.  6.  Jane  Randolph.  7.  Jonn  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  the 
sMsr.    8.  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke,  the  younger. 
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|ioftion  of  this  eccentric  individuiil's  life, 
IB  ao  characteristically  portrayed  in  the 
following  letter  from  himself,  that  we  in> 
•ert  it.  It  was  written  to  his  nephew, 
who  has  since  deceased. 
i  Dec.  13,  ISld.—YoushaU"  know  aome- 
thing  of  my  life,"  nay,  every  thing,  my 
dear  son,  that  it  can  be  desirable  or  profit- 
able for  you  to  know.  Il  is  a  tale  not  de- 
Toid  of  mterests  or  events,  and  might  be 
wrought  up  into  a  more  engaging  narra- 
tive, than  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of 
the  hasty  volumes  which  minister  to  the 
mental  green-sickness  of  oar  misses  and 
masters.  Like  yourself,  I  was  left  by  my 
Cither  an  orphan^  when  too  young  to  fa!e 
sensible  of  my  loss.  The  first  thing  that 
I  can  remember^  is,  finding  myself  in  my 
mother's  family,  the  piTirSasket  of  the 
whole  house.  1  think  that  I  can  recollect 
wome  circumstances  that  must  have  hap- 
pened in  1776 ;  but  I  distinctly  remember 
events  which  took  place  in  the  year  fol 
lowing.  I  shared  my  mother's  widowed 
bed,  and  was  the  nestling  of  her  bosom. 
Every  night  after  I  was  undressed,  and  in 
the  morning  before  I  rose,  I  kneeled  down 
in  my  bed,  and  putting  up  my  little  hands, 
repealed  after  my  mother  the  Lord's 
prayer  and  the  "  belief;"  and  to  this  cir- 
cumstance I  attribute  some  of  my  present 
opinions.  I  say  present,  because  they  lay 
lonf  dormant,  and  as  if  extinguished 
within  me." 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  17B3,  my 
mother  married  St.  George  Tucker.  At 
kis  instance,  I  was  sent,  at  the  age  oinine, 
to  the  school  of  Walker  Murray,  in  the 
eounty  of  Orange :  then,  and  perhaps  yet, 
a  wild  and  savage  country,  inhabited  by 
the  coarsest,  the  most  ignorant,  and 
▼icious  of  the  human  race !  A  new  world 
was  opened  to  me.  Our  school-fellows; 
(your  father  and  uncle  TTieodoric  were  at 
the  same  school,)  were,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  genllemen^s  sons,  adepts  in 
every  species  of  profligacy — vulgar, 
brutal,  savage.  Our  schoolmaster  was 
the  most  petulant  and  malignant  wretch 
in  creation.  We  had  scarcely  the  neces- 
Btfiries  of  life ;  without  an  opportunity  to 
acquire  any  thing  more  than  as  much 
Latin,  as  sufficed  to  furnish  out  a  bald 
ti'anslation  of  the  ordinary  school  books. 
Indis^nant  at  his  treatment,  your  fathet) 
hardly  thirteen  years  old,  determined  to 
desert  and  go  home.  From  our  step- 
father, we  looked  for  nothing  like  sympa- 
thy or  tenderness.  My  brother  was  de- 
terred by  his  expostulations  from  execu- 
ting his  purpose.  Murray  transferred  his 
Achool  to  Williamsburgh,  and  we  were 
transferred  along  with  it.     In  1784,  tha 


state  of  my  health  induced  my  motfaBr  k9 
send  me  to  Bermuda,  where  I  arrived  in  the 
month  of  July  ;  and  just  twelve  months 
afterwards,  she  came  over  with  her  whole 
family,  and  remained  till  November,  17K6I 

My  sojoium  in  Bermuda  was  of  essentia  ; 
service  to  me  in  many  respects.  There 
was  a  cood  eountry-gentleman's  library 
in  old  Mr.  Tucker's  house,  where  i  staid ; 
and  here  I  read  many  sterling  English 
authors.  Your  father  and  myself  were 
always  book-worms.  It  was  a  sort  of 
bond  to  the  affection  that  united  us.  Our 
first  question  at  meeting  was,  generally,- 
"  What  have  you  read  1  Have  you  seen 
tliisorthat  work  1"  By  going  to  Bermuda, 
however,  I  lost  my  Greek:  I  had  just 
mastered  the  grammar  perfectly^  when  I 
left  WilliamslKirgh.  Walking  round  the 
base,  (it  was  a  circular  iron  railing  thai 
protected  it^  of  Lord  Botetourt's  statue,  I 
nad  committed  the  Westminster  gram- 
mar to  memory,  so  as  to  be  able  to  repeat 
every  word  of  it.  The  pendulum  or  the 
great  clock  which  vibrated  over  my  head, 
seemed  to  concentrate  my  attention  on  my 
book.  My  Bermudian  tutor,  Ewing,  had 
no  Greek  class,  and  would  not  take  the' 
trouble  of  teaching  a  single  boy. 

After  our  return,  we  went  back  to 
Williamsburgh:  your  father  continuing 
to  board  with  M.urray,  but  attending  Mr. 
Wythe  in  Greek,  Mathematics,  and  I 
think  Latin  also.  Soon  afterwards  lie 
entered  college.  We  were  at  the  gram- 
mar school  kept  in  the  old  capitol,  which 
has  been  since  j^ulled  down,  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  repairing  the  hall  where  Henry 
spoke  and  independence  was  declarer/ 
The  shocking  barbarity  of  Murray  to- 
wards my  brother  Theodorick,  drove  him 
from  the  school,  (our  mother  was  then  in 
New- York  for  her  health,)  and  soon  after 
I  left  it.  Having  spent  some  months  al 
home,  we  (Theodorick  and  myself)  were* 
sent  in  March,  1787,  to  Princeton,  wherer 
we  were  joined  in  the  summer  by  youi^ 
father.  Doctor  Witherspoon,  in  order  to 
mfdce  the  most  out  of  us,  put  Theodorick 
and  myself  into  the  grammar  school,  al- 
though we  were  further  advanced  than  any 
of  the  freshmen  or  most  of  the  sophomores. 
In  this  subterranean  abode  of  noise  and 
misrule,  I  was  pent  for  five  long  months^ 
and  in  September  was  transferred  to  the 
college,  with  habits  acquired  in  that  school, 
by  no  means  propitious  to  study.  At 
Christmas,  Theodorick  and  I  '^ent  to 
New- York,  to  spend  what  little  money 
we  had  hoarded  for  that  purpose;  and 
were  recalled  in  a  few  days,  by  a  letter 
ftt)m  your  father,  enclosing  one  from  our 
mother,  which  summoned  us  to  her  dying 
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bedside.    We  hastened  home,  and  saw  undermined  his  constitutionf  and  destroyed 

her  for  the  last  time.    In  January,  1788,  his  health  for  ever;  and  after  lingering  a 

■he  died.     The  sun  rose  and  sa ;  the  Ipng  time  a  mere  skeleton  of  himself,  nb 

rivers  flowed;  the  order  of  nfUure  went  died  at  Bizarre,  just  befote  the  birth  of 

on.    This  seemed  to  me  at  first  unna-  your  brother  St.  deorge.    My  guardian — 

tural  and    shocking.    My   mother  had  for  under  the  impulse  of  the  ascendancy 

been  a  faithful  executrix  of  niy  father's  he  had  acquired  over  me,  I  had  chosen 

will,  a  faithful  steward  of  theefilects  com-  Mr.  Tucker  as  such— was  so  scanty  in 

mitted  to  her  charge,  in  trust  for  her  child-  his  supplies,  that  I  became  necessitous ; 

ren.    She  lefl  clear  accounts,  and  money  of  course,  unhappy :  and  ^why  should  I 

(not  a  small   sum)  in  hand.    In  May,  conceal  it  %)  gradually  fdl  mto  the  habits 

1788,  Theodoric  and  I  were  sent  to  col-  and  wa]r  of  life  of  my  unfortunate  brother — 

leee  in  New- York.  ^  with  this  difference,  tliat  I  continued  to 

Your  father  joined  us  in  New-York,  read,  but  books  of  amusement  only,  ener- 

He  was  in  his  nineteenth  year,  and  the  vatinff  and  cdmost  destroying  my  intel- 

most  manly  youth,  and  most  elegant  gen-  lectueu  powers,  and  vitiating  my  taste, 

tleman  that  lever  saw.    Mrs.  bingham,  Your  father  was  married  on  the  last  day  of 

of  Philadelphia,  used  to  send  him  in  vita-  the  year  1789 ;  and,  in  the  summer  folio  w- 

tions  to  her  parties,  and  he  often  went  ing,  Theodorick  and  I  left  New,York  for 

from  New- York  to  tnat  city  to  them !  Yet  Virginia.    In  conseouence  of  my  mother's 

he  was  neither  debauched,  nor  dissipated.  deaUi,  her  husband  left  Matoax,  to  reside 

He  was  regular,  studious,  above  low  com-  in  Williamsburgh,  where  £klmund  lian- 

pany  of  any  sort,  "  the  great  vulgar  or  the  dolph,  just  appointed  Attorney-General  of 


Syphax,  whom  he  carried  with  hiin  to  to  Philadelphia  in  the  month  of  Septem- 

New-York,  that  his  master  was  a  gentle-  ber,  1790,  the  year  of  the  removal  of  con- 

xnan.    Columbia  College  was  not  yet  re-  gress  from  New- York.    I  had  seen  the 

covered  from  the  shock  of  the  revolution ;  old  congress  expire  and  the  new  one  rise 

it  was  just  emerging  out  of  chaos.    The  like  a  phoenix  trom  its  ashes.    I  saw  the 

professor  of  himianity,  (Cochrane,  now  in  coronation  (such  in  fact  it  was)  of  Gene- 

ihe  college  of  Nova-Scotia,)  was  an  Irish-  ral  Washington  in  1789,  and  heard  Ames 

man,  educated  at  Trinity  colleee,  Dublin,  and  Madison,  when  they  first  took  their 

and  a  most  accomplished  scholar.    With  seats  on  the  floqr  of  tlie  house  of  Repre- 

him  I  entered  as  a  private  pupil,  paying  sentatives.    Congress  met  at  Philadelpnia, 

eight  dollars  a  montn,  (out  of  my  own  al-  and  Mr.  Randolph  was  too  much  en- 

lowance  for  clothes,  &c.)  for  the  privilege.  £[rossed  by  politics  and  his  own  necessi- 

I  had  devoted  the  fall  vacation  at  Prince-  ties,  to  thiuK  pf  me.    For  what  cause  I 

ion,  (1787,)  to  an  attempt  at  regaining  my  know  not,  Mr.  Randolph  put  into  my 

Gredc;  and  now,  ( Julv,  1788,)  burning  with  hands,  by  way  of  preparation  for  a  course 

the  thirst  of  knowledge,  (which  I  was  not  of  law,  Hume's  metaphysical  works.    I 

permitted  to  slake  at  the  fountain  of  Nas-  had  a  great  propensity  for  that  sort  of 

8au,)andemulousoflit^rary  distinction,  I  reading.    The  conduct  and  conversation 

sat  seriously  to  work,  and  was  greatly  en<  of  Mr.  Tucker  and  his  friends,  such  as 

^  couraged  by  my  tutor,  who  was,  or  affect-  Colonel  Jones   and  Beverly   Randolph, 

ed  to,  amazed  at  Uie  rapidity  of  my  pro-  (every  other  word  an  oaUi,)  had  early  in 

gress.    To  my  irreparable  loss,  he  left  bfe  led  me  to  regard  religion  as  the  impo- 

coUege  about  two  or  three  months  afier  I  siiion  of  priestcraft.    I  soon  became  a 

.  had  entered  myself  as  his  private  pupil,  deist,  and,  oy  conscM^uence,  an  atheist.   (I 

Your  father's  return  to  Virginia  left  me  shudder  whilst  I.  write  it;  although  my  in- 

without  a  friend.     '*  Where,"  you  will  tentions  were  pure,  and  I  was  honestly 

ask. "  was  my  uncle  Theodoric  1^    Alas !  seeking  after  truth.)    I  say  "  by  conse- 

my  poor  brother  differed  in  every  respect  ouence,"  because  I   am  convinced  that 

from  your  noble  father.    Of  all  things  in  deism  necessarily  leads,  by  the  fairest  in- 

ii»  world,  he  detested  most  a  book.    De-  duction,  to    that  conclusion.     My  late 

Totfld  to  pleasure  and  "  fun,*' as  he  termed  friend,  Joseph   Bryan,  was  placed    by 

H,  he  not  only  set  me  a  bad  example,  but,  Major  Pierce  Butler,  then  in  the  senate 

with  his  dissolute  companions,  absolutely  from  South  Carolina,  also  under  the  direc- 

prevented  me  firom  reading.    Oflen  have  tion  of  Mr.  Randolpn,  to  read  law.    The 

Ihey  forced  the  door  of  my  study,  and  Attorney  general  had  no  offi^,  and  we 

tossed  the  books  over  the  floor,  sometimes  were  to  read  at  our  rooms  such  books  as 

out  of  the  window.    In  two  years,  he  he  pointed  out.     After   getting   almost 
Hah 
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thnwghthr/Gnt^MitofBUckitoiM^BrfBn  to  Eniope.  I  knew  Rntledge  in  New- 
and  mywlf  ahandoxMd  a  profeosion,  for  Yorit;  we  were  in  college  together,  and 
which  neither  of  ua  had  been  qualified  by  I  burned  with  deaire  tosee  him  onoe  more, 
a  regular  education,  and  commenced  men  My  guardian  had  always  frowned  upon 
of  pleasure, — plunffin^^  into  the  "  gaiety  miy  wish  to  travel ;  and  now  I  had  noc  the 
that  fills  the  mouth  with  blasphemy,  the  means  of  indulging  the  inclination  to  any 
heart  with  wo."  In  July,  1793, 1  returned  extent  I  borrow^,  however,  money,  and 
to  Virginia,  from  want  of  means  for  re-  in  1796,  visited  Charleston  and  »svan- 
teaining  in  Philadelphia.  In  1792,  I  nah.  In  1799^  chance  threw  me  into 
spent  some  weeks  at  WUliam  and  public  life.  With  this  superficial  and  de- 
Mary's  College,  and.  made  a  slight  be-  fective  education,  I  commenced  politician, 
ginnmg  in  mathematics  and  natural  I  can  truly  say,  that  exo^  finom  my 
philosophy.  In  this  town,  on  my  way  mother,  who  taught  me  to  read,  I  never 
to  Wuliamsburgh,  I  was  taken  ill  learned  any  thin?  from  one  of  my  pre- 
with  the  scarlet  fever,  and  brought  c^tors.  The  little  that  I  know,  has  been 
to  the  brink  of  the  grave.  So  few  chaims  self  taught,  picked  up  from  the  moat  de- 
had  life  for  me,  so  strong  was  the  disgust  sultory  readmg,  and  cniefly  finom  an  inter- 
that  I  had  taken  to  the  world,  that  I  was  course  with  the  worid." 
indifierent  as  to  the  issue  of  the  disease.  At  this  tim&  Mr.  Randcdph  was  96 
Reaching  WUliamsburgh,  I  saw  for  the  years  of  age,  having  been  elected  in  op- 
firat  time.  Mr.  Tucker's  new  wifik  *  *  position  to  Powhattan  Boiling,  a  <fo- 
*  *  I  shall  never  forget  the  chilling  cold-  acendant  in  the  same  degree  firom  Pocbt 
neas  of  my  reception.  In  a  few  days ,  I  hontas.  Mr.  Randolph  was  so  jroothfiil 
set  out  for  Bizarre,  and  was  once  more  in  his  appearance,  that  the  speaker,  Theo- 
raatored  to  the  society  of  the  fondest  of  dore  Sedgwick,  hesitated  to  administer  the 
brothers.  The  events  that  soon  followed,  oath  of  office,  and  asked  him  if  he  were 
are  those  which  I  have  already  related  to  of  the  constitutional  age.  "  Ask  my  con> 
you,  and  which  you  say,  most  truly,  can  stituents,"  was  his  brid  and  characteristic 
never  be  forgotten.    In  July,  1793, 1  again  reply. 

returned  to  Philadelphia,  at  my  guardian's  His  first  enpeech  was  on  the  raising  the 

instance,  to  while  away  the  time  of  my  army  in  1800,  and  of  course  in  op{x>sition 

minority;  and  after  encountering  the  hor-  to  that  measure.    Indeed  his  hostility  to 

roi%  of  the  yellow  fever,  (which  broke  out  the  army,  led  him  to  use  expressions  in  the 

a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  and  drove  house,  that  exposed  him  to  an  insult  finom 

my  fiiend  Bryanto  Georgia,)  I  passed  the  an  officer,  in  the  public  theatre.    This 

wmter  less  unpleasantly  man  the  two  for-  conduct  he  complamed  of,  in  a  letter  to 

mer  which  I  had  spent  there,  and  left  the  President  Adams,  in  which  he  stated  thai 

right-anffled  city  in  April  or  May,  1794.  he  had  been  "insulted  by  one  of  his  myr- 

In  June  I  came  of  age.    The  crop  of  that  midons." 

year  was  destroyed,  and  also  that  of  1795,  This  letter,  Mr.  Adams  transmitted  to 

by  the  flood.    My  guardian  showed  me  the  house,  in  a  message,  stcUing  that  the 

no  accounts,   paid  me  nothing   for  the  conduct  complained  o^  was  a  breach  of 

profits  of  my  estate  during  a  minority  of  privilege,   uid  that  it  belonged  to  that 

nineteen  years,  and  I  mysdf  overwhelmed  txxiyto  notice  it    A  committee  was  at 

with  overseers ,  blacksmiths',  and  sherifts'  once  raised,  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  but 

claims^  of  several  years  standing.    This  Mr.  Randolph  declined  appearing  before 

reconciled  me  to  the  sale  of  Matoax,  urged  it,  and  the  subject  was  prosecuted   no 

by  your  father.    I  made  his  house  ^at  farther. 

his  request)  my  home,  and  lived  the  hfe  Mr.  Randolph's  ardour,  talents  and  epi- 

of  a  mere  lounger.  grammatic  style,  attracted  much  attention, 

The  society  of  your  father,  the  conver-  even   at  this  early  day,   and  he   soon 

sation  and  company  of  T.  Thompson,  became  a  distinguished  member  of  the 

f  for  I  was  half  my  time  in  Petersburgh,)  opposition.    His  pithy  remarks  obtained 

did  not  rouse  my  literary  ambition.    I  umversal  currency,  iad  secured  him  the 

rode  about  fipom  one  race  field  to  another ;  public  ear.    Thus,  in  spesking  of  the  in- 

and  whilst  at  New-Market  races,  my  efficiency  of  written  constitutions,  be  said, 

earliest  firiend,  (your    father    excited,)  "  the  p^le  went  to  sleep  with  their  pait^ 

Henry  Mlddleton  Rutledge,  son  of  Ed-  ments  under  their  heads,  and  awoke  in 

ward  Rutledge,  and  nephew  of  the  cele-  chains ;"  and  in  describing  a  timid  politi- 

brated  John  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  cian,  who  was  both  timid  and  versatile, 

called  at  Bizarre,  on  his  way  to  Charles-  he  said,  "  he  was  the  camelion  on  the  a»- 

ton,  and  not  finding  me  at  home,  left  a  pen,  always  trembling,  always  changing." 

letter,  informing  me  of  his  intended  voyaga  When  Mr.  Jefierson  same  into  power. 
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1m  was  placed  at  the  head  of  tha  com-  to  congress  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  > 

mittee  of  way  a  and  means,  and  was  re-  voted  in  favour  of  the  compensation  law, 

garded  as  the  leader  of  the  administration  aUowing  $1500  each  session,  to  a  member 

party  in  con^press.  of  congress,  instead  of  daily  jpay.    This 

ae    acquired    unbounded    influence,  ^ave  such  general  dissatis&ction  that  he 

which  he  exercised  so  waywardly,  as  al-  declined  o^rine  at  the  next  election,  in 

temately  to  excite  irritation  by  his  ca-  the  npring  of  1817. 
pricious  and  overbearing  demeanour,  and        After  another  vacation  of  two  years, 

admiration  of  his  genius,  wit,  eloquence  he  was  again  elected  in  1819,  and  con- 

and  unrivalled  powers  of  sarcasm.    So  tinued  in  the  house  until  1825,  when  he 

great  was  this  mfluenoe,  that  finally  the  was  chosen  to  the  senate,  to  fill  the  va- 

administration  began  to  entertain  a  dread  cancy    occasioned  by   the    appointment 

of  so  much  power,  combined  with  so  much  of  James  Barbour  to  the  war  depart- 

caprice,  ana  it  was  generally  believed,  that  ment. 

both  Jefferson  and  Madison  were  not  un-        In  this  body  he  made  himself  conspicu-  ' 

willing  to  see  him  defeated  in  the  impeach-  ous,  by  a  series  of  electioneering  speeches, 

ment  of  Judge  Chase,  to  the  prosecution  having  scarcely  a  reference  to  any  subject 

of  which,  Randolph  had  bent  all  his  ener-  under  consideration,  but  filled  with  ram- 

gies,  and  to  the  success  of  which,  he  looked  bling  anecdotes,  epigrammatic  remarks, 

as  a  signal  proof  of  his  control  over  both  flashes  of  wit  andoccasionaleloquence,  but 

brancl^  of  con^pness.    Mr.  Randolph  atr  more  with  personal  sarcasm,  and  even 

tributed  this  motive  to  them,  aud  shortly  coarse   abuse  of  Mr.  Adams   and  his 

after  he  became  a  secret,  and  fiinaUy  an  cabinet, 
avowed  opponent  to  the  administration.  One  of  the  remarks  made  in  that  body. 

It  has,  however,  been  said,  that  his  hos-  led  to  a  hostile  meeting  between  him  and 

tility  proceeded  from  another  cause.    Mr.  Mr.  Clay,  in  which  Air.  R.  narrowly 

Chnstopher  Clerk,  a  devoted  admirer  of  escaped,  ms  morning  gown,  in  which  ho 

his  firom  an  adjoining  district  in  Virginia,  was  envdoped,  being  pierced  by  his  an- 

p>resuming  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  de-  tagonist's  ball. 

sirous  of  a  mission  to  England,  (a  country      ^The  course  taken  by  .Mr.  Randolph  in 

for  which  he  always  professed  great  ad-  the  senate,  soon  met  with  a  fitting  retyuke. 

miration,)  proposed  to  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Virginia,  although  in  the  opposition,  was 

send  him  there.   Neither  Mr.  Jefferson  nor  not  prepared  to  sanction  conduct  which 

Mr.  Madison,  (to  whom  it  was  mentioned,)  had  entirely  changed  the  character  of  the 

approved  of  such  an  appointment,  am  senate , and  upon  the  terminationof  the  term 

Mr.  Randolph's  pride  was  wounded  at  the  for  which  he  was  elected,  in  1887.  the  legis- 

refusaL    It  was  said  that  this  act  of  Mr.  lature  by  a  vote  of  115  to  110  cnose  John 

Clerk  was  unauthorized,  and  even  un-  Tyler,  as  his  successor.    On  failing  to  be 

known  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  as  both  Mr.  elected  to  the  senate,  he  was  returned  to 

Randolph    and    Mr.    Clerk     concurred  the  house — Dr.  Crump,  who  represented 

in  this,  it  probably  shoukl  be  so  con-  his  old  district  resigning,  to  give  him  a 

aidered.  place.    He  continued  in  the  house  during 

^  Admitting  this,  yet  by  one  of  such  sen-  that  congress,  until  the  accession  of  Gen. 

sitive  piide,  and  strone  resentments,  the  Jackson  to  the  presidency.    Shortly  af- 

refusal  of  a  fiaivour,  although  not  even  de-  ter  that  event,  in  June,  1830,  he  was  ap- 

nred,  might  easily  be  regarded  as  a  mortal  pointed  minister  to  Russia, 
affront.  His  acceptance   of  this  ^pointment, 

B^.  Randolph  continued  in  the  opposi-  was  the  cause  of  much  dissatisfaction 

tion,  durins  Mr.  Madison's  administra-  among  his  friends, 
tion,  and  of  course  during  the  war.  The   stronc    manner    in    which   he 

After  he  became  an  opponent  of  Mr.  habitually  spoke  of  those  who  lived  out  of 
Jefferson's  administration,  he  was  op-  "the  puolic  crib,"  had  created  an  im- 
posed in  his  district  unsuccessfully  by  pression  that  he  was  above  the  temptation 
Jeremiah  Baker.  J.  W.  Eppes,  who  had  of  ofiice,  and  proportionably  great  was 
married  Miss  Jefferson,  then  moved  into  the  disappointment  when  he  accepted  an 
his  district,  as  was  supposed,  for  the  pur-  appointment  to  a  post  for  which  ne  was 
pose  of  oi^xMong  him.  His  first  canvass  neither  qualified  by  temper,  character,  nor 
was  unsuccessful,  but  his  perseverance,  education.  StiU  greater  was  the  mortifi- 
aided  by  the  influence  and  popularity  of  cation  of  his  firi^s,  when,  after  ataying 
the  President,  carried  him  through  the  eightda3rs  at  St  Petersburgh,  during  whi^ 
second  election  in  1813,  and  Mr.  Randolph  time  he  attracted  universal  attention,  by  his 
was  left  at  home.    He  was  again  elected  strange   eeeentricities,   he    departed  fyg 
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England,  where  he  remained  during  the 
residue  of  bis  mission,  upon  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

Nor  was  this  mortification  confined  to 
his  friends.  Mr.  R.  himself  felt,  upon  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  how  much  he 
had  sunk  in  the  public  estimation  by  his 
sliaring  in  (he  public  bounty,  and  he  was 
not  slow  in  letting  the  administration 
know,  that  though  £e  had  accepted  of  the 
bribe,  they  had  not  been  able  to  buy  him 
up.  The  proclamation  excited  his  pecu- 
liar displeasure,  and  it  was  easy  to  per- 
ceive, that  in  no  great  length  of  time  he 
would  be  arrayed  in  deadly  hostility  against 
the  administration  which  he  had  mainly 
contributed  to  bring  in  power.  This  short 
^iod,  however,  was  denied  him.  Mr. 
Kandolph's  constitution,  which  was  al- 
ways frail,  was  now  fast  breaking  up. 

In  the  begmning  of  May  he  travelled 
towards  the  north,  apparently  with  the  in- 
tention of  sailing  for  Europe.  When  he 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  however,  he  found 
himself  too  ill  to  proceed,  and  sent  for  Dr. 
Parish  for  medical  acfvice. 

The  physician  soon  found  that  his  case 
was  hopeless,  and  so  informed  him. 

The  remainder  of  the  scene  is  in  the 
words  of  Dr.  Parish : 

"  He  now  made  preparations  to  die. 
Between  him  and  his  faithful  servant 
there  appeared  to  be  a  complete  understand- 
ing. He  directed  John  to  brin^  his  father's 
breast  button,  which  was  unmediately 
produced.  He  then  directed  him  to  place 
It  in  die  bosom  of  his  shirt.  It  was  an  old 
fashioned,  large  size  gold  stud.  John  pla- 
ced it  in  the  button  hole  of  his  shirt  bosom; 
but  to  fix  it  completely,  required  a  hole 
on  the  opposite  side.  When  this  was  an- 
nounced to  his  master,  he  quickly  said, 
'  get  a  knife  and  cut  one.'  I  handed  my 
penknife  to  John,  who  cut  the  hole,  and 
fixed  the  valued  relic  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  expiring  patient.  A  napkin  was  also 
called  for,  and  was  placed  oy  John'  over 
the  breast  of  the  patient.  For  a  short  time 
he  lay  perfectly  quiet ;  his  eyes  were  clo- 
sed, and  I  concluded  be  was  dis}>osed  to 
sleep.  He  suddenly  roused  from  this  state, 
with  the  words '  Biemorse  I  Remorse !'  It 
was  twice  repeated,  the  last  time  at  the 
top  of  his  voice,  evidently  with  great  agi- 
tation. He  cried  out,  'Let  me  see  the 
word.*  No  reply  followed,  having  learn- 
ed enough  of  the  character  of  my  patient 
to  ascertain  that  when  I  did  know  ecrncUy 
what  to  say,  it  was  best  to  say  nothing. 
He  then  exclaimed,  '  Get  a  dictionary — 


let  me  see  the  word.'  I  cast  my  eyes  a- 
round^  and  told  him  T  believed  there  was 
none  m  the  room.  *  Write  it  down,  then — 
let  me  see  the  word.'  I  picked  up  one  of 
his  cards  from  the  tabl^  *  Randolph^  of 
Roanoke,'  and  inquired  if  I  should  write 
on  that  1  *  Yes,  nothing  more  proper  j' 
then  with  my  pencil  I  wrote  Remorse, 
He  took  the  card  m  his  hand  in  a  hurried 
manner,  and  fastened  his  eyes  on  it  with 
great  intensity. '  Write  it  on  the  back,'  he 
exclaimed,  i  did  so,  and  handed  it  him 
a^in.  He  was  excessively  agitated  at 
this  period :  he  repeated,  '  Remorse !  You 
have  no  idea  what  it  is — you  can  form  no 
idea  whatever :  it  has  contributed  to  bring 
me  to  my  present  situation ;  but  I  have 
looked  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  hope 
I  have  obtained  pardon.'  He  then  said 
'  Now  let  John  take  your  pencil,  and  draw 
a  line  under  the  word;'  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  linauired  what  was  to 
be  done  with  the  card  1  He  replied, '  Put  h 
in  your  pocket — ^take  care  of  it — ^whenl 
am  dead,  look  at  it.' " 

He  now  requested  other  persons  to  ba 
called,  in  order  that  he  might  formally 
emancipate  his  slaves,  and  to  enforce 
his  direaions  in  his  last  will  for  thdr 
subsequent  maintenance  and  support.  He 
soon  afterwards  sunk  into  a  state  of  insen- 
sibility, and  died  without  a  struggle. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  remarkable  at  school 
for  his  proficiency,  although  his  reading 
was  desultory.  He  was  uso  noted  for  a 
quarrelsome  temper,  and  what  would  not 
have  been  readily  supposed,  for  a  disposi- 
tion to  flatter  those  whom  he  sought  to 
propitiate.  He  was  thoroughly  skilled 
m  English  literature,  cmd  also  in  the  his- 
tory and  topo^phy  of  that  country. 
This  taste  led  him  to  acquire  that  kind  of 
information,  and  it  was  of  great  scrvidie  to 
him  in  his  con^ssional  career. 

Mr.  Randol]^  was  tall  and  thin  in  per- 
son; his  complexion  sallow,  and  his  phy- 
siognomy unprepossessing.  His  eyes 
were  dark  and  Drilliant,  and  his  mouth  in- 
dicated genius,  but  his  face  was  diminu- 
tive, and  not  characteristic  of  a  high  oz^ 
der  of  intellect. 

As  an  orator  his  qualifications  were  ex- 
traordinary, although  peculiar.  EQs  rea- 
diness, a  remarkable  feUcity  of  expression, 
rarely  using  bny  but  the  aptest  word ; 
his  unrivallol  powers  of  sarcasm,  his  epi- 
grammatic style,  and  a  gesticulation  whicii 
gave  a  full  efiect  to  his  keen  retorts,  all 
combined  to  awaken  the  attention  ot  the 
audience.    Still,  although  the  imagination 
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was  pleased,  and  tlie  admlratioii  of  the  firom  tbe absenee of  all  ptopernolivs far 

hearer  excited,  his  iudement  was  rarely  their  direction  and  control, 
satisfied.    Mr.  Randoipn  was  deficient  in 

his  reasonings  powers.    He  had  not  that  — — 
strong  grasp  of  intellect  which  enables  its                      t  q  t 
possessor  to  comprehend  the  whole  sub-                     JoauH  S.  JoHNvroN, 
ject  at  once,  and  to  present  it,  every  part,        Mof  19,  1833,  hy  the  erolosion  of  the 
in  due  proportion  to  the  consideration  of  steam-boat  Lioness,  on  the  Red  River,  Jo- 
his  audience.    He  Was  itill  more  wanting  Siah  Stodard  Johnston,  senator  of  the  U.  S. 
in  high  resolve  and  disinterested  purpose.        Mr.  Johnston  was  a  native  of  Connec- 
His  mind  was  incapable  of  elevating  it^  ticut  At  the  ago  of  nineteen  or  twenty  he 
self  to  the  consideration  of  the  various  in-  removed,  with  his  father,  the  latefDr.  John- 
terests  of  this  great  republic.    It  could  not  ston  of  that  state,  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
embrace  them  all,  as   belonging  to  the  Maysville,  where  his  father  continued  to 
union,   nor  realize  that  that  union  was  reside,  till  his  decease,  the  last  year.    Mr. 
one  and  indivisible.  Johnston's  professional  education  was  re- 
Mr.  Randolph  never  considered  him-  ceived  in  Kentucky;  but,  after  a  short 
self  as  a  citizen  or  representative  of  the  time  passed  there,  he  resolved  to  enter  on 
United  States.    He  was  merely  a  citi-  the  wide  field  of  liberal  adventure,  which 
zen  of  Virginia ;   and   as  such,  he  re-  was  opening  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
garded  himself  as  representing  no  other  in-  the  Union.    After  a  short  time  spent  at/ 
terests  than  hers.  Hence  it  was,  that  with  Natchez,  he  determined  to  repair  to  the 
all  his  advantages  and  peculiar  qualifica-  Red  river  country,  where  he  established 
tions  for  public  life,  his  political  career  himself  at  Alexandria,  in  the  pariah  of 
may  be  deemed  an  entire  failure.    During*  Rapides,  in  the  profession  of  the  law. 
twenty-six  years  that  he  passed  in  congress,  Nothing  could  seem  more  uninviting  than 
exercising  always  a  ereat^  and  for  apart  of  the  state  of  society  wh  ieh  then  existed  in 
the  time,  a  controlling  influence  m  the  this  part  of  the  country.    The  population 
public  councils,  he  never  proposed  a  mea-  consisted  of  a  remnant  of  Spanish  colo- 
sure  of  permanent  and  obvious  utility,  or  nists,  and  of  adventurers  flom  the  U.  S. : 
which  IS  calculated  to  endear  his  name  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Spanish  frontier 
the  affections  of  posterity.    No  part  of  the  renderra  it  a  stopping  place  for  many  per- 
public  policy  bears  the  impress  of  his  ge-  sons  whose  relations  to  society,  in  the  . 
nius.  old  states,  were  such  as  to  make, it  very 
Although  the  congressional  debates  are  convenient  for  them  to  be  able,  at  any  mo* 
filled  with  his  pointed  sayings  and  epi-  ment,  to  escape  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction, 
erammatic  remarks,  he  nas  left  noevi-  The  new  government  was,  as  yet,  scarcely 
dence  in  the  statute  book  of  his  ever  hav**  authorized  *,  and,  in  a  population  of  this 
ing  been  in  the  national  legislature ;  and  description,  could  derive  no  streneth  from 
his  whole  history  seems  intended  to  ex-  that  public  opinion,  which  is  the  best  sup- 
emplify  the  infenority  of  wit  to  wisdom ;  port  of  all  government.  •  Something  very 
and  to  show  of  how  little  avail  to  their  near  a  state  of  nature  accordingly  pi^ 
possessor  are  the  highest  powers  of  elo-  vailed,  with  very  little  borrowed  from  ci- 
quence  and  imagination,  aided  by  the  pu-  vilization   but  its  vices.    Fatal  quarrels 
rest  taste,  and  the  happiest  choice  of  Ian-  were  continuaUy  happening.    The  neigh, 
guage,    when  not    guided    by  enlarged  bourhood  was  distrscted  by  feuds  of  the 
views  and  patriotic  purposes.  most  embittered   character.     Affrays  in 
In  piivate  life,  and  at  home,  Mr:  Ran*  the  street  were  of  constant  occurrence,  and 
dolph  presented  a  more  attractive  por-  duels  not  less  so.  Every  body  went  armed ; 
trait    As  A  friend,  although'  capricious,  and  life  was  too  easily  taken  to  be  of  high 
he  was  sincere  and  affectionate.     As  a  account    Where  life  is  so  little  regarded 
neighbour,  he  was  kind  and  hospitable  ;  manners,  of  course,  are  wild  and  leck- 
ana  as  a  master,  his  slaves  testified  by  less. 

their  attachment,  to  his  humanity  and  be-        Such  was  the  population,  in  which  Mr. 

nevolenee.    The  last  act  of  his  life  indi-  Johnston,  a  young  New  En|»lander,  estab^ 

cated  his  regard  for  their  welfare,  and  their  lished  himself  at  Uie  age  of^two  or  three- 

fbture  comfort  and  happiness.    Had  the  and-twenty,  in  the  practice  of  the  law 

same  disposition  predominated  more  large-  and  with  immediate  and  entire  success! 

ly  in  his  public  career,  the  worid  would  His  native  frankness  of  character  made 

not  have  witnessed  such  a  total  perversion  him  the  favourite  of  ^  classes;  and  his 

of  his  powers,  nor  lamented  that  they  extraordinary  discretioi^  kept  him  from 

were  worse  than  lost  to  the  pablicserrics,  being  entangled   in  t^^ir  controversies. 
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Ha  wamercr  en^a^  in  a  <iiiidM,  in  a  which  the  pmperity  of  ahnoit  every  other 
communitv  where  it  was  io  difficult  to  great  interest  in  the  country  was  connecfc- 
aToidit;  but,  on  very  many  occasions  edwiththecukureofthis  important  staple. 
he  had  the  good  fortune,  bv  his  prudent  This  was  done  on  a  conviction  of  duty  to 
umpirage  Mtween  those  who  were  at  is>  his  state  and  to  the  Union.  He  was  mm- 
sue,  to  prevent  a  resort  to  the  field.  In  a  self,  as  aplanter,  ezdusiTdy  engagedintlw 
very  mxi  period  he  was  advanced  to  the  culture  of  cotton.  This  drcumstanoe 
bench,  where  he  was  equally  successful,  caused  him  to  feel  the  unsoundness  of  the 
in  m»mt*ming  the  dignity  and  authority  statements  of  the  nullifiers,  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  magistracy.  He  was  soon  elected  of  the  tariff  on  the  price  of  cotton.  His 
as  a  member  of  the  house  of  assembly  in  personal  observation  enabled  him  to  trace 
the  new  state  of  Louisiana.  When  New-  the  languishing  state  of  that  culture  in 
Orleans  was  threatened  by  the  British  South  Carolina,  to  its  true  cause — a  cause 
troops,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a  regiment  ws  so  notorious  and  powerful  in  its  operation, 
raised  in  Rapides,  under  Mr.  Johnston's  as  to  make  it  wonderful  that  any  other 
command  as  colonel.  He  hastened  to  the  should  be  thought  of— the  competition  of 
capital,  but  did  not  arrive  till  after  the  over-  the  inferior  and  exhausted  soils  of  South 
throw  of  the  enemy.  On  his  return  Carolina,  with  the  newer  and  richer  soils 
to  Alexandria,  he  resumed  his  judicial  of  the  south-west.  As  a  cotton  planter, 
functions,  daily  growing  in  the  regards  of  Mr.  Johnston  bore  the  clearest  testimony 
his  fellow-citizens.  In  1831  he  took  lus  to  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  establishment 
■eat  in  the  house  of  representatives  as  a  of  American  manufactures  upon  the  proa- 
member  of  the  seventeenth  congress ;  and,  perity  of  that  branch  of  industry. 
on  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Brown,  a  year  Convinced  from  his  own  observatioa 
or  two  afterwards,  as  minister  of  the  IJni-  and  experience,  that  the  complaints  of  the 
ted  States  to  Paris,  Mr.  Johnston  was  south,  against  the  tariff,  were  without 
elected  to  fill  his  place,  and  has  been  twice  foundation  in  fact,  Mr.  Johnston  of  course 
re-elected,  to  the  senate  of  the  United  looked  upon  the  heresy  of  nullifica- 
States.  tion  with  peculiar  disapprobation.  He 
As  a  member  of  congress,  Mr.  John-  regarded  it  as  a  preposterous  remedy  for 
■ton  enjoyed  a  reputation  of  the  most  an  imaginary  evil;  and  all  his  influence 
enviable  sharacter.  Mr.  Johnston's  style  was  thrown  into  Uie  scale  of  the  constitu- 
of  debate  was  business-like  and  con-  tion.  Such,  however,  was  the  mildness  of 
veruitional.  He  rarely  rose  except  to  his  manner,  such  the  kindness  of  his  dia- 
flpeak  briefly,  and  closely  to  the  mat-  position,  such  his  candour,  such  his  known 
ter  in  hand.  He  did  not  aim  at  ora-  personal  disinterestedness,  that,  perfasma, 
torical  display,  but  sought,  by  a  pertinent  there  was  not  a  member  of  congreas  who 
Statement  of  nets,  and  a  common-sense  lo-  possessed,  to  an  eoual  extent,  the  penonal 

e'c,  to  satisfy  and  convince  his  audience.  nspecX  of  those,  who  differed  from  him  <« 
^e  rarely  addressed  the  senate  in  what  is  this  great  and  exciting  ciuestion. 
ealled  a  set  speech;  but  his  speech  on  He  was  unremitted  in  his  devotion  to 
Foote's  resolutions  was  one  of  the  sound-  the  duties  of  his  station.  To  his  oonstito- 
cst,  and  most  instructive,  which  was  ents,  he  was  faithful,  to  a  degree  not  easily 
made  in  that  debate.  During  Mr.  A-  surpassed.  Their  interests  were  ever 
dams'  administration,  he  filled,  with  uppermost  in  his  mind;  and  every  act  of 
greatability,  the  place  of  chairman  of  the  le^lation,  which  concerned  them,  re- 
committee  on  commerce,  in  which  capaci-  ceived  his  unwearied  attention,  frxmi  itsin- 
ty  he  made  a  very  able  report  on  the  British  ception  to  its  dose.  He  made  their  wS- 
colonial  trade  question,  which  he  also  sup-  frurs,  public  or  private,  which  were  com- 
ported in  a  speech.  He  was  aJso  a  mem-  mitted  to  him,  his  own,  till  he  had  done  all 
per  of  the  senate's  committee  of  finance,  in  his  power,  to  accomplish  what  was  de- 
He  had  paid  particular  attention  to  the  sired.  No  labour  was  too  great,  in  oom- 
rreat  question  of  the  bank  of  the  United  mittee,  on  the  floor,  or  in  private  conference 
States,  and  understood  the  subject  tho-  with  other  members,  when  he  saw  the  poa- 
roughly.  The  subject  of  the  tariff  en-  sibility  of  advancing  the  interesto  intmat- 
gaged  much  of  his  attention,  not  merely  ed  to  his  care. 

as  a  Question  vitally  important  to  Louisi-  Few  persons  had  pursued  their  political 

anm,   but  as    closdy    mterwoven   with  career  with  more  flattering  success;  but 

the  general  weal.    He  wrote  one  or  two  this  success  left  Mr.  Jolmston  jperfoctly 

very  able  pamphlets,  one  of  which  was  unambitious.  His  total  freedom  from  aelt 

published  with  his  name,  on  the  effect  of  ishaims,  was  one  great  cause  of  his  inflii- 

the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  sugar :  and  points  ence  and  popularity.    No  one  ever  sa»- 

ad  out,  with  singular  felicity,  theextent  to  pected,  that  he  had  a  private  end  in  view, 
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in  any  thing  which  he  either  did  or  "fore-  own  praise  j   and'  wore  the  mnltipUfld 

bore  to  do.    During  the  administration  of  honours,  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 

Mr.  Adams,  he  ranked  among  the  most  him^  with  the  unconscious  ease  of  true 

prominent  of  the  political  friends  of  the  ment 

President;  and  was  known  to  be  on  the  Nor  was  he  less  exempt  from  intrisue. 
most  intimate  footing  of  confidence  with  Although  the  greater  part  of  his  life  had 
the  secretary  of  state.  His  character,  been  passed  as  a  public  man,  in  which 
talents,  and  merits,  would  have'well  war-  capacity  he  had  filled  a  succession  of 
ranted  the  executive,  in  gratifying  any  wish  stations,  most  of  than  depending  on  pospnh' 
which  could  haye  been  entertained  for  lua  lar  favour,  he  knew  the  aits  of  the  demar 
higher  advancement,  by  his  warmest  gogue  only  as  he  saw  them  daily  practised 
friends.  But  nothing  would  have  by  others.  He  knew  no  path  to  pubUc 
pained  him  more,  than  to  have  had  favour,  but  public  usefulness.  Content  to 
It  thought,  that  ne  would  permit  in-  serve  the  people,  he  never  courted  nor 
terest  to  be  made  on  his  behalf^  for  any  flattered  them ;  and,  residing  in  that  part 
office  in  theeift  of  the  administration.  It  of  the  country  wh^  the  personal  inter- 
was  the  wiui  of  his  friends,  two  or  three  ferenoe  of  candidates  in  the  elections  is  not 
years  since,  -to  tender  him  a  nomination  discountenanced  by  public  sentiment,  pro- 
as Governor  of  Louisiana ;  but,  highly  as  bably  no  individual,  who  had  been  as  long 
be  respected  the  state  of  his  adoption,  he  and  as  variously  in  public  life,  had  left  his 
found  no  temptation  in  the  honours  of  her  advancement  more  entirely  to  the  care  of 
chief  magistracy.  He  had  a  passion  for  others. — N,  E,  Mug, 
active  efficient  usefulness,  and  the  honour 

and  eeUU  of  station  were  the  part  of  it,  ^.— — . 
which  was  not  only  not  attractive,  but 

peculiarly  burdensome  to  him.  Oliver  Wolcott. 

Mr.   Johnston's  disposition  was  emi-  In  New- York,  on  the  evening  of  the 

nently  social.    The  *  Kentudcy  cordiality  first  of  June,  1833,  Oliver  Wolgott, 

of  manner,  had  in  him  been  engrafted  on  in  the  74th  year  of  his  ace.    The  name 

the  New-England  discretion.    He  seleeted  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  signed  oy  the  father  of 

bis  intimate  associates  with  care ;  but  no  him  whose  death  is  nowcommemmorated, 

one  possessed,  in  a  higher  degree,   the  to  the  declaration  of  independence,  is  asso- 

bappy  art  of  keeping  up  an  agreeable  and  ciated  in  our  historical  annals  with  nought 

friendly  intercourse,  with  a  large  number  but  illustrious  deeds.    The  signer  of  the 

of  persons,  of  various  tempers  and  tastes,  declaration  of  independence,  and  who  was 

He  adapted  himself  to  every  kind  of  so-  afterwards  made  a  Brigadier-general  on 

ciety,  with  peculiar  ease,  and  his  company  the  field  of  batde  at  Saratoga — and  subso* 

was  equally  welcome  in  all  the  circles  of  quently  to  the  peace  was  long  ^vemor  of 

theraetit^lis, — ^political,  fashionable,  and  Connecticut — had  in  him  who  is  now  gone 

domestic.  to  join  the  heroic  band  of  the  revolution,  a 

No  man  ever  nnderstood  more  thorough-  worthy  son.  While  yet  a  boy,  he  march- 
ly,  or  practised  more  faithfully,  the  sacred  ed  as  a  volunteer  in  the  hastily,  mustered 
duty  of  friendship.  His  time,  his  advice,  fi>rces  that  rqielled  the  British  marauders, 
his  purse,  were  freely  bestowed,  wherever  who,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  atr 
they  could  serve  a  firiend.  He  could  sacri-  tacked  Danbury  in  Connecticut,  and  burnt 
ice  his  convenience  and  interest  with  as  Norwalk.  His  mother,  with  Spartan  he- 
much  alacrity,  in  the  service  of  a  friend,  roism,  buckled  on  his  Imapeack,  and  pla- 
as  most  men  manifest  in  the  pursuit  of  ced  the  musket  in  his  hands.  His  whole 
their  own  ends.  His  personal  intercourse  subsequent  life  proved  that  the  virtues  and 
was  charactorizedby  great  ^ntl^ess  and  JMitriotism  of  such  parents  were  not  de- 
suavity  of  manner.  The  nghts  and  feel-  eenerate  in  him.  Educated  for  the  bar,  he 
ings  of  the  absent,  were  always  safe  in  had  hardly  entered  upon  his  career  when 
his  keeping;  and  he  probably  had  passed  the  disoeming  eye  of  Washington  se- 
through  lira,  the  objeot  of  as  little  personal  lected  him  for  comptroller  of  i&  treasu- 
enmity ,  as  any  public  man  in  the  country,  ry ;  in  which  office  he  remained  till  Alex- 
Even  party  meuignity,  which  spares  so  sinder  Hamilton  retired  from  the  post  of 
few,  left  him  unassailed.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  when  the  same 

No  man  was  more  perfectly  firee  from  unerring  iudement  promoted  the  comptrol- 

afiectation  and  pretence.    Honesty,  cor-  ler  to  the  head  of  the  department,  and  made 

diality,  and  singleness  of  purpose,  were  him  secretary.    This  office  Mr.  Wolcott 

striking  qualitieB  of  his  ctiaracter.    He  filled,  with  unquestioned  ability  and  inte- 

never  made  an  effort  to  five  himself  con-  pity,  durin£tbe  residue  of  General  Wasb- 

•eqnenoe,— oerer  attaned  nis  Toice  to  his  ington's  aaninistration,  and  the  wbok 


448  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  183»— 88. 

ft 

term  of  that  of  John  Adams.  He  waa  one  de-camp  to  General  DeaiaiXt  with  whom 
of  the  circuit  judges  appointed  by  Mr.  he  returned  to  France,  and  haatened  to 
Adams  under  the  judiciary^  act  passed  at  join  the  first  consul,  in  Italy.  When 
the  close  of  his  administration,  but  which,  that  brave  chief  fell  at  his  side,  he  went  to 
ere  it  had  well  eone  into  effect,  was  re-  communicate  the  event  to  Buonaparte, 
pMled  under  Mr.  Jefferson,  fhus  thrown  who  pllused  him  on  his  personal  staff. 
out  of  public  life,  at  the  early  age  of  forty,  Savary  was  not  slow  in  perceiving  that 
Mr.  Woloott  removed  to  New- York  in  the  surest  way  to  fortune  was  the  uvour 
1800,  and  commenced  business  as  a  mer-  of  the  first  consul,  whoae  ready  instnir 
ehant  He  waa  soon  at  the  head  of  a  .ment  he  became.  He  neither  hesitated  to 
flourishing  house  in  the  China  trade,  and  superintend  the  murder  of  the  Duke  d'£n- 
was  president  of  the  Merchants'  dank,  ghein,  nor  to  preside  over  the  most  odioua 
andsubaequently  of  the  Bank  of  America,  sjrstem  of  espionage  ever  devised.  As 
On  the  breaking  out  ofthe  war  with  Great  faiead  of  the  counter,  or  private  police, 
Britain,  in  1812,  he  closed  his  mercantile  his  object  was  not  merely  to  spy  tne  spy- 
concerns,  and,  under  the  full  conviction  era — to  watah  the  motions  of  Fouch6  and 
that  the  war  was  both  just  and  politic,  hU  police— but  to  trace  the  footsteps  of 
gave  the  whole  support  of  his  name,  and  every  one  whom  he  suspected  to  be  un- 
means,  and  talents,  to  the  administration —  firieiidly  to  Buonaparte, 
differing  therein  from  the  political  friends  After  the  peace  or  Tilsit,Savary  was  sent 
with  whom  he  had  always  before  acted,  on  a  mission  to  St.  Petersburgh,  not  so 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Wolcott  much  to  transact  any  important  business, 
returned  to  his  native  villageof  Litchfield,  as  to  spy  out  the  sentiments  of  the  court 
in  Connecticut,  occupying  himself  in  the  and  people.  On  his  first  arrival,  the  very 
quiet  cultivation  of  a  farm,  and  the  socio-  inn-keepers  reftiaed  to  admit  him.  The 
ty  of  his  books.  He  was  soon  called  by  emperor,  indeed,  received  him  with  civili- 
the  voice  of  his  feUow-citizens  to  preside  ty,  but  the  empress  and  the  whole  court 
over  the  state— «s  his  father  for  many  regarded  him  with  equal  acorn  and  ha- 
years  had  done  before— and  for  ten  sue-  b-ol. 

cessive  elections  he  was  chosen  governor  The  next  exploit  of  Geiferal  Savary 

of  Connecticut  was  to  prevail  on  the  Prince  of  the  Astu- 

At  the  close  of  this  period  he  removed  rias'to  meet  Buonapute  at  Bayonne. 

•Fain  to  New- York,  to  be  in*  the  vicinity  When  Napoleon,  in  the  consciousness 

of  his  children,  who  were  settled  tfiere;  of  power,  declared  that  the  house  of  Boor • 

and,liinngin  neat  retirement  and  privacy,  bon  had  ceased  to  reign,  and  that  the 

he  there  breathed  his  last    The  character  crown  of  Spain  must  acfom  the  brows  of 

of  Bfr.  Wolcott  was  strongly  marked,  his  brother  Josq>h,  Savary,  whom  he  had 

Stem,  inflexible,  and  devoted,  m  all  that  created  Duke  of  Rovigo,  was  sent  to  aa- 

duty,   honour,  and   patriotism  enjoined,  sume  ad  interim  the  command  of  the 

he  was  in  private  life  of  the  utmost  gen-  French  forces  at  Madrid.    He  was  soon 

Ueness,  kindness,  and  simplicity.  recalled ;  and  such  was  the  indignation  of 

the  people  at  the  part  he  had  acted,  in  the 

— —  imprisonment  ot  Ferdinand,  that  he  had 

the  utmost  difficulty  to  leave  Spain  alive. 

84VART,  TKJKE  OP  RoTMO.  He  disguised  himself  in  mean  apparel, 

Jiuu  1.  At  Paris,  the  Duke  of  Rovigo,  and  rode  some  miles  in  advanoeof  his  car- 
one  of  the  ministers  of  France  under  the  riage. 
Bmperor  Napoleon.  &  the  Austrian  campaign  of  1809,  Sa- 

Anne  Jean  Marie  Ren6  Savary  was  vary,  as  usual,  accompanied  the  emperori 

a  native  of  Mare,  a  little  village  in  Cham-  nnd  served  with  some  distinction.    Soon 

pagne,  and  bom  April  26, 1774.  after  his  retum,  (June,  1810,)  on  the  dis- 

Like  his  father,  major  in  the  fortress  eraoe  of  Fouch^,  he  was  presented  with 

of  Sedan,  Savery  entered  the  army  at  an  &  portfolio  of  the  general  police ;  an  ap- 

oarty  age.    His  promotion  was  not  rapid ;  pointment  which  gave  great  dissatisfius- 

thoue;h  he  served  in  the  campaiens  under  tion  to  the  Parisians. 

Hoche,   and  Piche^ru,  and  Moreau.  at  It  was  Fottch6's  task  to  inititiate  the 

the  time  of  the  expedition  to  Efypt,  henad  new  minister  into  the  secrets  of  his  office; 

obtained  no  higher  rank  than  uiat  of  lien-  but  acoordine  to  his  statement  he  did  no 

tenant-colonel.  such  thing ;  he  oommunieated  only  what 

In  the  Egyptian  campaign  he  was  aid-  he  cooU  not  avoid;  beahowed  the  wheals 
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of  the  m«duiie,  but  not  the  lecret  springs  CoiiMODOR£  Wiujam  BausbudoA 

which  put  it  in  motion.  July  27. — In  Philadelphia,  Conimodon 

Savary  soon  proved  that  he  was  unfit  to  William  Bainhridge,  aged  59. 

succeed  so  extraordinary  a  man  as  Fouch^,  Commodore  Bainbrioge  was  born  at 

The  23d  of  October,  1812,  while  the  em-  Princeton,  New-Jersey,  on  the  7th  of  May, 

peror  was  absent  in  Russia,  he  was  seized  1774    At  the  age  of  16  he  was  placed  as 

in  his  own  bed  by  the  soldiers  engaged  in  an  apprentice  to  the  sea  service,  in  the  emr 

a  conspiracy,  and  conveyed  to  prison,  ploy  of  Miller  &  Murray,  merchants,  of 

even  without  being  allowed  to  put  on  his  rhUadelphia.    In  their  employ  he  made 

clothes.    There,  however,  he  did  not  long  many  voyases,  and  rose  to  command.  At 

remain :  the  conspiracy  was  immediately  17  years  of  age,  while  mate  of  the  shqp 

suopressed,  and  the  leaders  punished.  Na-  Hope,  on  her  w^  to  Holland,  the  crew 

poleon  censured  "him  for  want  of  vigilance,  rose  upon  the  officers,  s^zed  the  eaptain, 

"  no  less  than  for  suffering  himself  to  he  con-  and  had  nearly  succeeded  in  throwing  him 

▼eyed  to  prison,  but  did  not  deprive  him  of  overboard,  when  young  Bainbridge,  near- 

his  office.   After  the  first  abdication,  Sava-  ing  the  alarm,  ran  on  deck,  with  an  old 

T^t  ss  he  was  not  well  received  by  the  pistol  without  a  lock,  and  being  assirted 

king,  retired  to  the  countrv.  He  was  deep-  by  an  apprentice  boy  and  an  Irish  sailor, 

ly  implicated  in  the  plot  n>r  the  emperors  rescued  tne  captain,  seized  the  ringleaders, 

return,  yet  that  evem   brought  him   no  and  quelled  the  mutiny.    At  the  age  of  19t 

other  advantage  beyond    a  seat    in  the  he  received  the  command  of  a  sup,  and  , 

chamber  of  peers,  and  the  inspectorhip  of  from  the  year  1793  till  1796,'  he  com* 

the  gens-d'armerie.    The  portfolio  of  po-  manded    merchant    ships  in  the   trade 

lice  was  given  to  Fouche.    When,  after  from  Philadelphia  to  Europe.  In  the  year 

the  disasters  at  Waterloo,  Napoleon  fled  1796,  on  his  way  from  Bordeaux  to  St 

to  Rochfort,  the  Duke  of  Kovigo  accom-  Thomas,  in  the  ship  Hope,  with   four 

panied  him,    and  would  have  proceeded  small  carriage  guns  and  nine  men,  he  had 

with  him  to  St  Helena,  had  not  the  Bri-  an  engagement  with  a  British  schooner  of 

tish  government  opposed  his  intention,  6  euns  and  35  men,  commanded  by  a 

and  landed  him  at  Malta.    Afraid  to  re-  sauing  master  in  the  navy,  and  aftor  a 

turn  to  France,  where  the  fate  of  Labedo-  smart  action,  compelled  her  to  strike  her 

yere  and  Key  might  have  awaited  him,  colours.    As,  however,  the  two  countries 

'''nnd  not  being  permitted  to  reside  in  Eng-  were  at  peace,  and  he,  of  course,  acting  on 
land,  he  pn^eeded,  by  the  advice  of  a  the  defensive,  he  could  not  take  posaes- 
friend,  to  Smyrna.  There,  however,  he  aion  of  her;  but  sent  her  offcontemptu- 
did  not  find  the  repose  for  which  he  sigh-  ously  to  make  a  report  of  her  action, 
ed.  Through  the  French  ambassador  at  In  the  month  of  July,  1796,  he  received, 
the  Poite,  M  was  a^ain  constrained  to  without  any  application  on  his  part,  an 
depart,  and  with  precipitation.  In  June,  offer  of  the  command  of  the  U.S.  schooner 
1819,  he  landed  in  England,  where  he  ob-  Retaliation,  of  14  guns,  to  be  employed 
tained  permission  to  remain  a  short  time,  against  France,  tetween  whieh  power 
Tired  of  his  wandering,  uncertain  course  and  the  United  States  hostilities  had  re- 
oflife,  he  resolved  to  visit  Paris,  though  centlv  commenced.  Having  accepted  the 
he  well  knew  that  he  had  been  condemned  appointment,  he  sailed  in  the  Retaliation, 
to  death  for  contumacy  by  a  council  of  and  accompanied  the  squadron  under 
war.  He  proceeded  by  way  of  Dover,  Commodore  Murray,  on  a  cruise  in  the 
Ostend,  and  Brussels,  where  he  bought  a  West  Indies.  While  cruising  to  the  wind- 
vehicle,  and,  attended  by  an  English  offi-  ward  of  Guadaloupe,  the  Retaliation  wai 
cer,  he  audaciously  passed  the  firontiers,  captured  by  two  French  frififates  and  a 
and  reached  the  capital  without  being  ar-  lugger,  and  taken  into  that  iuand,  where 
rested.  A  GouncU  of  war  was  summon-  she  remained  three  months.  He  reached 
ed — ^less  to  punish  him,  for  the  day  of  ven-  home  in  February,  1799,  and  his  exchan^ 
ceance,  and  even  of  justice  was  past —  being  soon  effected,  he  received  a  commia- 
Uianto  revise  the  former  sentence.  He  sion  of  master-commandant,  and  sailed  in 
was  unanimously  acquitted,  permitted  to  the  brig  Norfolk,  of  16  ^:uns,  on  a  second 
retain  his  honours  and  to  live  in  retire-  cruise  to  the  West-Indies.  Here  he  re- 
ment  mained,  convoying  the  trade  of  the  Uni- 
Since  the  accession  of  the  house  of  Or-  ted  States,  for  some  months,  during  which 
leans,  the  Quke  of  Rovigo  has  again  been  time  he  captured  a  French  privateer,  ran 
employed  in  public  service,  as  govern-  ashore  another  of  16  guns,  destroyed  a 
or  of  Algiers.  His  death  was  owing  to  an  number  of  barges,  besides  taking  several 
-inveterate  cancer  in  the  throat.  of  the  enemy's  mochant  vessels. 
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WlMBhsffMonadto  tbeUnittdSuuct,  of  finding  himMlf  one.  In.tlie  fiBlloying 
heMeeivcda  eaptain't  oommission,  and  June  he  received  ihe  command  of  the  ftigaf 
was  appoinled  to  the  command  of  the  fri-  EaseZi  which  was  boiit  and  preaented  to 
Mta  Qeorgt  Y^aafaington,  in  which  he  epTemment  by  the  merchanu  of  Salem, 
jooitly  after  aailed  for  Algiers,  with  the  About  this  time,  the  regency  of  TripoU, 
praenta  which  the  United  States  were  by  emboldened  by  the  success  of  the  Aim- 
treaty  bound  to  make  to  that  regency.  He  rines,  commenced  hostilities  against  um 
arriyed  u  safety  at  Algiers,  on  the  17th  United  States;  to  oppose  which,  a  squad- 
September,  1800,  and  was  received  with  ron  of  frigates,  amonf  which  was  the  Ea> 
«Tery  demonstcation  of  good  ieeiing.  In  sex,  was  seat  to  the  Mediterranean.  Hera 
A  few  days,  however,  these  friendly  ap-  he  continued  for  thirteen,  or  fourteen 
pearances  vanished,  and  the  Dey  made  a  months,  but  did  not  fidlin  with  any  of  the 
most  unexpected  and  extraordinary  de-  Tnpolitan  cniiaera. 
mand,  that  the  George  Washington  should  He  returned  to  New-Yoik  in  July,  1808, 
•carry  his  ambassador  with  presents  (o  the  and  in  May,  1803,  was  appointed  to  the 
grand  sdgnior  at  Constantinople.  command  of  the  Philadelphia.    In  July 

Captain  Bainbridge  resisted  this  unex-  he  sailed  in  her  to  join  the  Mediterranean 

ampled  demand  vigorously  for  some  time,  squadron,  then  under  Commodore  Preble, 

till  at  length,  exaspesated  by  opposition.  He  was  here  employed  in  blockading  the 

Ihe  Der  sent  for  fiiro,  and  peremptorily  harbour  of  Tripoli,  and,  on  the  31st  ofOo- 

demanded,  that  the  frigate  should  go  to  tober,  gave  chase  to  a  strange  ship  that 

Constantinople,  threatening,  in  ease  of  re-  was  seen  running  for  theharboor  of  Tripo- 

fhaal.  to  make  slaves  of  all  the  Americans  li.    The  chase  was  unsuccessful,  and  the 

4n  Alters,  to  detain  Uie  frigate,  and  send  Philadelphia  was  retoming,    when,  she 

ft)ut  his  cruisers  against  the   defenceless  she  ran  upon  rocks  about  four  miles  and  a 

trade  of  the  Unit^  States.    Moved  by  half  from  the  town.    As  soon  as  she  had 

ihe  danger  to  which  the  persons  and  com-  grounded,  the  gunboats  came  out  to  at- 

merce  o?  his  countrymen  were  exposed  by  tack  her;  but  while  she  contimied  upright, 

his  refosal,  Bainbridge  at  length  consent-  witli  the  few  guns  that  could  be  brought 

ted  to  receive  the  Aigerine  ambassador  on  to  bear,  she  kept  the  enemy  at  a  distance ; 

board.                                                          .  but  she  soon  lay  over  so  much  on  one  side 

They  sailed  from  Algiers  on  the  19th  of  that  she  could  not  use  lier  guns.  At 
October,  and  the  frigate  anchored  at  Con-  length,  after  sustaining  the  enemy's  fire  for 
fttantinople  in  33  days  from  her  departure,  five  or  six  hours,  a  council  of  war  of  all 
The  next  day  three  officers  were  sent  on  the  officers  unanimously  advised  a  surren- 
board  in  succession,  to  know  what  ship  der.  The  magazine  was  therefore  drown- 
that  was,  and  what  colours  she  had  hoist-  ed ;  the  arms  and  ever^  article  of  valiie 
«d.  They  were  tokl,  it  was  an  American  thrown  overboard ;  the  ship  scuttled,  the 
frigateand  an  American  flag.  They  said  pump  ehoaked,  and  the  colours  were  then 
ihey  did  not  know  any  such  country,  hauled  down. 

Captain  Bainbridge  then  explained  that  The   frigate  was  pkmdered  of  every 

America  was  ihe  new  world ;  by  which  thing  that  could  be  got  at,  when  the  Tn- 

same  they  had  some  idea  of  the  .country,  politans  went  on  board.    They  took  from 

After  these  inquiries  the  frigate  came  into  Capt.  Bainbridge  his  watch  and  epaulets, 

ihe  harbour,  and  Captain  Bainbridge  was  and  the  cravat  from  his  neck ;  Init  with 

received  with  unusual  honoun.  The  mis-  much  struggling  and  difficulty  he  saved 

sionoftheDeyof  Alters,  however,  failed  the  miniature  of  his  wife.    The  ofikera 

in  its  objects,  and  after  a  month's  delay,  and  crew,  however,  were  pretty  well  treat- 

ihe  George  Washington  sailed  fitom  Con-  ed  as  prisoners  of  war,  after  they  were 

stantinople,  carrying  the  Aigerine  ambaa-  landed  in  Tripoli.    Several  attempts  were 

aador's  secretary  back  to  Algiers,  with  an  made  to  escape,  but  all  were  unsuccessfid. 

account  of  the  unfortunate  result  of  his  The  prisoners  were  often  obstinate,  un- 

ambassT.  complying,  and  mischievous ;  yet  the  Tri- 

Bainbridce  aailed  from  Algiers  about  politans  who  had  char^  of  them  were 

ihe  last  of  January,  and  arrirwl  at  Phila-  rarely  provoked  to  pumsh  them.    Thsy 

delphia  in  the  month  of  April,  1801.    Be-  used  often  to  say,  that  the  Americans  were 

fore  his  return,  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  most  difficult  to  manage  of  any  peo- 

with  France  had  caused  a  reduction  of  the  pie  they  had  ever  seen, 

navy,  and  there  were  retained  only  nine  A  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 

«apUina,  of  which  he  had  the  satistaction  States  and  Tripoli  was  concluded  in  1805, 

and  on  the  third  of  June  the  priaoaor* 
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wen  liberated,  after  a  confinement  of  thir- 
teen months^and  soon  after  sailed  for  Amer  i- 
ca.  Capt.  Bainbridge  was  received  rather 
as  a  returning  conqueror  than  as  a  van- 
quished prisoner,  and  was  acquitted  of  all 
blame  by  a  court  of  inquiry  held  at  his 
request 

From  1806,  to  1812,. he  occupied  himself 
part  of  the  time  in  the  merchant  service, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  was  employ- 
ed in  various  naval  duties.  In  1812,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown ;  and  on  the 
arrival  at  Boston  of  Capt.  Hull,  after  his 
victory  over  the  British  frigate  Querriere, 
he  having  applied  for  a  furlough.  Commo- 
dore Bainbridge  was  permitted  to  take 
command  of  the  Constitution. 

"  In  a  few  weeks  he  sailed,  in  company 
with  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  Capt.  Liaw- 
rence,  on  a  cruise  to  the  East  Indies.  Af- 
ter parting  company  with  Capt.  Law- 
rence, he  was  running  down  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  when  on  Thursday,  the  29th  of 
December,  he  discovered,  about  nine  in  the 
morning,  two  sail,  one  of  which  was 
standing  off  shore  towards  him.  He  im- 
mediately made  sail  to  meet  the  strange 
ship,  and  finding,  as  he  approached  her, 
that  she  did  not  answer  his  private  signals, 

Proceeded  out  to  sea  in  order  to  separate 
er  from  her  companion,  and  draw  ner  off 
the  neutral  coast     About    one  o'clock, 
having  reached  what  he  considered  a  pro- 
per distance  from  the  shore,  he  hoisted  his 
ensign  and  pendant,  which  was  answered 
by  ElngKsh  colours,  and  perceiving  that  she 
was  an  English  frigate,  (the  Java,  Captain 
Lambert,)  he  took  in  the  royals,  tacked,and 
stood  for  the  enemy.    The  Java  imme- 
diately bore  down,  intending  to  rake,  which 
the   Constitution   avoided    by    wearine. 
The  enemy  being  now  within  half  a  mile 
to  windward,  and  having  hauled  down  his 
fiaf ,  the  Constitution  fireid  a  gun  ahead  to 
miuce  him  show  his  colours,  and  immediate- 
ly pmiredin  her  whole  broadside,  on  which 
English  colours  were  hoisted,  and  the  fire 
returned.    On  this  the  action  became  ge- 
neral, within  grape  and  canister  distance. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  wheel  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  shot  away ;  and  in  about  a 
half  an  hour.  Commodore  Bainbridge  find- 
ing that  his  adversary  still  kept  too  far  off, 
determined  to  close  with  him  at  the  risk  of 
being  raked.    He  therefore  luffed  up  so 
-close  to  the  Java,  that,  in  psstng,  her  jib- 
boom  got  foul  of  the  Constitution's  mizen 
rig||ing;  and  having  now  gained  a  nearir 
WMition,  he  pounain  so  well-direcled  a 
Ir^  that  in  ten  miiiutes  he  shot  away  the 


Java's  jib-boom  and  paiC  of  the  bowi^; 
in  five  minutes  more  the  foremast  went  b  y 
the  board — ^the  main  topmast  followed— 
tlien  the  gaft  and  spanker  boom,  and  last- 
ly, the  mizenmast,  went  nearly  by  the 
board.  At  five  minutes  past  four,  one 
hour  and  fifty-five  minutes  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  the  Java's  fire 
was  completely  silenced,  and  her  colours  be- ' 
ing  down.  Commodore  Bainbridge  suppo- 
sed that  she  had  struck;  he  therefore  sooi 
ahead  to  repair  his  rigging;  but  while 
hove  to  for  that  purpose,  discovered  that 
her  colours  were  stul  flyine,  although  her 
mainmast  had  just  gone  oy  the  board. 
He  therefore  bore  down  again  upon  her, 
and  having  got  close  athwart  her  bows, 
was  on  the  point  of  raking  her  with  a 
broadside,  when  she  hauleadown  her  co- 
lours, bein^  a  completely  unmanageable 
wreck,  entirely  dismasted,  without  a  spar 
of  .any  kind  standing.  On  boaiding  her, 
it  was  found  that  Captain  Lambert  bad 
been  mortally  wounded,  and  that  the  Java 
was  so  much  injured,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  bring  her  to  the  United 'Gtates. 
All  the  prisoners  and  the  baggage  were 
therefore  brought  on  board  the  Constitu- 
tion, a  service  which  it  required  two  days 
to  perform,  there  being  but  a  single  boat 
left  b^wisen  the  two  firieates.  On  the  31st 
she  was  blown  up,  and  the  Constitution 
put  into  St.  Salvador.  The  Java  carried 
forty-nine  guns,  and  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred men :  she  was  bound  to  Ae  East-In- 
dies, and  had,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew, 
upwards  of  one  hundred  supernumerary 
officers  and  seamen,  for  different  ships  on 
the  East- India  station.  ' 

"  Her  loss  was  sixty  killed;  and  among 
those  was  Captain  Lambert  Of  the 
wounded,  the  accounts  varied  firom  one 
hundred  and  one  (which  were  ascertained 
positively)  to  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

"  On  board  the  Constitution,  nine  were 
killed,  and  twenty-five  wounded,  among 
whom  was  the  Commodore  himself. 

"  This  victory  was  scarcely  less  honor- 
able to  Commodore  Bainbridge,  than  the 
^nerosity  with  which  he  exercised  the 
right  of  a  conqueror.  While  on  boaid, 
the  prisoners  were  treated  with  the  vkM 
respectful  attention.  Immediately  on  their 
landing  at  St  Salyador,  they  were  set  at 
liberty  on  parole,  and  reci^ived  every  article 
of  their  baggage;  and  particularly  a  ser- 
vice of  plate  belonging  to  Genertd  Hislop, 
was  carefully  preserved  aad  restored  to 
him.  These  proofs  of  honorable  courtesy 
were  not  lost  on  the'priMiMra,  whoe^ 
preeeed  their  fratitndt  in  a  maiuier  M  er^ 
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ditablo  to  themselTes  u  to  the  yictors."  ship  with  those  indiyiduaU 

The  decayed  state  of  the  Constitution,  interrupted  only  by  death, 

and  other  circumstances,  combining  to  in-  At  the  commencement  of  the  reTolution,. 

texfefe  with  the  original  plan  of  the  cruise,  in  the  spring  of  1776,  he  joined'  a  volnn- 

Commodore  Bainbridge  now  left  the  Hor-  teer  corps  raised  in  the  city  of  New-Yoik, 

net  to  blockade  a  superior  British  force  at  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Scou, 

Bt  Salvador,  and  returned  to  the  United  by  whom  he  was  appoint«l  his  aid-de- 

States.  camp,  And  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  1776,  he 

This  was  the  only  action  in  which  Com-  was  appointed  by  the  "Congress  of  the 

modore  Bainbridge  was  engaged  during  Colony  of  New- York/'  major  of  brigade 

the  war.    After  the  peace  of  1815,  having  in  the   New-York   militia,  under    Uen« 

•uperintended  the  building  of  the  Indepen*  Scott's  command.    On  the  Slst  of  Novem- 

dencc  74,  he  had  the  honour  of  waving  his  ber  following,  he  was  appointed  by  Coii' 

flag  on  board  the  first  line  of  battle  ship  be*  gress  major  of  the  second  Pfew-Yoric  regi- 

longing  to  the  United  Stales,  that  ever  ment  of  the  continental  army,  commanded 

floiSed.    He  was  ordered  to  fonn  a  juno-  by  Colonel  (afterwards  Gen.S  Pierre  Van 

tioQ  with  Commodore  Deoainr,  to  cruise  Cortlandt,  and  served  with  tnat  rank  dtar- 

against  the  Barbary  powers,   who  had  ing  the  revolutionary  war,  and  was  at  the 

8b(Dwn  a  disposition  to  plunder  our  com-  elose,by  a  resolution  of  Congren,  crnnmifr- 

merce.    In  company  with  his  own  squad-  sioned  as  lievtenant  colonel.    He  was  in 

ion,  he  arrived  before  the  harbour  of  Car-  the  battles  of  the  19th  SepCember,  and  7th 

thagena,  where  he  learned  that  Commo-  October,  1777,  at  Bemis'  Height^  in  New- 

dore  Decatur  had  concluded  a  peace  with  York,  which  preceded  the   suirenrier  of 

the  regency  of  Algiers.    He  now,  accord-  Gett,'Bureoyne*s  army,  on  the  17Aday  of 

ing  to  his  instructions,  presented  himsdf  October  of  the  same  year.    Eariv  in  1778, 

before  Tripoli,  where  also  be  learned  that  he  was  appointed  by  Oen.  Waaoington  a 

Commodore  Decatur  had  anticipated  him  division  mspector  of  the  army  under  GSen. 

by  a  previous  visit.    He  returned  to  the  the  Baron  Steuben,  who  was  then  inspeo- 

UnitedStates  on  the  15th  November,  1815;  toi^generalof  the  continental  army;  and 

was  afterward  appointed  one  of  the  navy  on  Uie  28th  June,  1778,  Col.  Fish  com- 

commissioners :   and  resumed  the  com-  manded  a  corps  of  light  infantry  in  the 

nand  at  the  Navy  Yard  in  Charieston.  celebrated  battle  of  Monmouth,  New-Jer- 

His  health  had  been  declining  some  time  sey.    In  1779  his  regiment  and  himseir 

beft>re  his  removal  to  Philadelphia ;  and  were  in  Sullivan's  expedition  against  the 

little  or  no  hop«  of  his  recovery  was  enters  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  in  which,  alter 

tained  at  that  time.  enduring  every  privation,  they  succeeded^ 

in  destroying  the  Indian  power.    In  1780 

'  he  was  attached  to  a  corps  of  ligrht  infant- 
ry under  the  command  of  Gen.  Liaiayette. 

CoL.  Nicholas  Fish,  In  1781  he  went  with  his  regiment  into 

June  Mky  1833. — At  New- York,  Col>  Virginia,  and  took  every  active  part  in 

Nicholas  Fish,  aged  75  years.  the  battles  which  eventuated  in  the  surren- 

Nicholas  Fish  was  the  only  son  of  Jo-  der  of  the  British  army  commanded  by 

nathan  Fish,  whose  grandfather  removed  Lord  Comwallis,  on  the  19th  of  October, 

to  this  country  from  Wales  in  the  latter  in  that  year.     He  was  a  major  of  ther 

part  of  the  17th  century.   His  mother  was  coips  of  infantry,  commanded  by  Colond 

Elizabeth  Sackett,  of  English  parentage,  (afterwards  General)  Hamilton,  which  so 

Nicholas  Fish  was  born  in  the  city  of  gallamly  stormed  one  of  the  British  re- 

New-York,  28th  August,  1758.    Having  doubts  at  Yorittown.    In  1782,  Col.  Pish 

pursued  his  studies,  preparatory  to  admis-  was  with   the  main  army  under  Gen. 

sion  into  college,  under  the  late  Bishop  Washington,  at  Verplandc's  Point,    in 

Moore;  he  entered  Princeton  College  at  the  New- York,  and  continued  there,  at  Wear 

age  of  16.    He  soon,  however,  left  college.  Point,  and  at  the  cantonment  at  New- 

and  commenced  \)it  study  of  the  law  in  burgh,  until  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 

New-York,  in  the  office  of  Gen.  John  Morin  war.    Col.  Fish's  character  in  the  army 

Scott,    between   whom  and  his  pupil  a  was  tliat  of  an  excellent  disciplinarian  and 

strong  and  abiding  friendship  soon  arose,  a  very  gallant  soldier ;  and  he  possessed 

At  this  time,  Col.  Fish  joined  a  small  de-  in  a  very  high  degree  the  confidence  of 

bating  society  in  Columbia  College,  of  Washington,  Lafayette,  and  Hamilton, 

which  Gen.  Hamilton,  Col.  Troup,  and  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  native 

Governor    Lewis,    were  members,    and  city,  which  he  entered  with  the  American 

there  commenced  an  intimacy  and  friend-  army,  on  the85th  November,  1783.    Heier* 
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it  tb6  age  'of  25,  finding  his  sword  and  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Wilberforee, 
good  name  his  only  inheritance,  his  first  Esq.,  a  merchant  of  Hull,  and  grandson 
resolution  was  to  continue  in  the  army ;  of  Wiljiam  Wilberforce,  Esq.,  who  twice 
but  a  soldier's  life  in  time  of  peace  little  served  the  ofiice  of  mayor  of  that  town, 
suited  the  feelings  of  a  youthful,  ardent  Mr.  Wilberforce  was  bom  August  34, 
temperament,  flushed  with  recent  triumph,  17d9.    He  was  educated  at  the  firee  school 
and  ambitious  of  future  advancement.  He  of  Pocklington;    and    afterwards  at  8t.r 
therefore  resigned  his  commission  in  the  John's  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  ^ar 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  received  duated  B.  A.  1781,  M.  A.  1788.    Having 
the  wpointment  of  Acyutant  Greneral  of  become  of  age  only  a  few  weeks  before* 
the  State  of  New- York  in  April,  1786,  the  election  of  1780,  he  was  almost  unani- 
which  office  he  held  for  many  years,  and  mously  returned  as  one  of  the  representa* 
the  duties  of  which  allowed  an  attention  tivesof  his  native  town;  and  at  theelec- 
to  his  other  callings.  tion  of  1784,  he  was  not  only  re-elected 
At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  fe-  for  Hull,  but  also  chosen  for  the  county  of 
deral    constitution,    he  attached  himself  York,  for  which  he  made  his  election, 
warmly  to  the  party  which  advocated  its  It  was  at  the  particular  solicitation  of 
adoption,  and  which  subsequently  gave  the  celebrated-  Mr«   Cleurkson   that  Mr^ 
its  coidifd  support  to  the  adnunistration  of  Wilberforce  was  first  induced  to  interest 
Inm  who  was  "  first  in  war,  and  first  in  himself  on  t^  subject  of  slavery.  Having' 
Mace.'*    In  1794,  he  was  ap{>ointed  by  also  undertaken  to  bring  the  matter  before 
president  Washington,  supervisor  of  the  the  house  of  commons,  ne  gave  notice  or 
revenue  for   the  custrict  of  New- York,  that  intention  soon  after  the  meeting  of 
which  office  he  hdd  until  the  change  of  parliament  in  1787.    In  1788  he  was  for 
parties  brought  Mr.  Jefferson  into  power,  some  time  venr  ill,  and  in  consequence  of 
and  Col.  Fisn  was  selected  as  one  of  those  petitions  on  the  subject  from  all  parts  of 
who  were  to  make  room  for  the  appoint-  the  country,  Mr.  ritt  brought  forward  a 
mentofsome  partisan  of  the  new  admi*  motion  in  nis  name,  hoping  that  by  the 
nistration.  next  session  Mr.  Wilberforce  would  hinw^ 
In  the  year  1806,  Col.  Fish  was  elected  self  be  able  to  take  the  conduct  of  it.    The 
an  alderftian  of  the  city  of  New-York,  business  was  not,  however,  proceeded  with 
and  was  annually  returned  for  ten  succes-  until  nearly  twelve  months   afterwaids^ 
aive  years,  and  previous  to  and  during  the  when  Mr.  Wilberforce's  £j:st  motion  re- 
late war,  he  held  the  station  of  chairman  specting  the  trade  in  slaves  was  Qarried' 
of  the  committee  of  defence,  under  whose  without  a  division ;  in  the  next,  however, 
direction  the  fortification  of  the  harbour  he  was  less  successftil,  for  in  1791  his  mo-- 
and  adjacent  country  was  conducted.  tion  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  fluther 
In  1817  he  retired  to  private  life,  with  a  importation  of  Afirican  negroes  into  the 
determination  never  a^ain  to  mix  in  the  British  colonies,  was  lost  by  a  maioritfr 
active  scenes  of  pubhc  employment,  nor  of  75.     In  1799,    having   doubled    hir 
to  take  any  active  part  in  the  political  efforts,  and  been  ereatly  assisted  in  them 
strifes  of  the  day;  a  resolution  which,  to  by   Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt,  they  were 
the  end  of  his  life,  he  rigidly  observed,  crowned  with  success,  and  the  questioi^' 
with  the  single  exception  Uiat  at  the  time  for  a  gradual  abolition  of  the  trade  was 
of  the  alteration  of  our  state  constitution,  carried,  only  85  having  voted  against  it, 
he  opposed  the  calling  of  the  convention.  In  1807  an  act  for  the  total  abolition  of 
and  with  Ida  own  consent  was  a  candidate  the  trade  by  British  merchants,  completed 
for  a  seat  in  that  body.    His  subsequent  all  that  the  legislature  could  accomplish' 
years  were  passed  in  a  ouiet  emd  pleasant  on  that  branch  of  the  question, 
retirement,  surrounded  oy  a  circle  of  de-  Inl797Mr.  Wilberforce  published  "An- 
voted  friends.    To  the  close  of  his  life,  he  Apology  for  the  Christian  Sabbath;"  and' 
continued  an  active  member  of  many  of    also  a  work  entitled  "  A  Practical  View 
the  benevolent,  literary,  and  religious  in-  of  the  prevailing  Relieious  System  of  Pro- 
stitutions of  his  native  city,  and  on  the  fessed  Christians  in  the  Higher  and  Mid' 
90th  of  June,  1833,  quietly  terminated  an  die  Classes  of  this  Country  contrasted 
useful,  honourable,  and   unimpeachable  with  real  Christianity,"  which  has  had  a 
course.  very  extensive  circulation,  having  passed 

into  three  editions  within  twelve  months  of 

William  Wilberforce,  Esq.  its  publication,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  since. 

JttZy  90,1833.— At  the  house  of  Mr.  Mr  Wilberforce  was  reelected  for  the 

Smith,  in  Cadogan  place,  aged  73,  Wil-  county  of  York,  at  the  elections  of  1790, 

liam  Wilberforce,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  the  ve-  l''^»  ^809,  and  1806;   but  at  the  election^ 

*    nerable  opponent  of  slavery.  of  1807  had  to  encounter  a  powerful  com- 


464  ^        ANNUAL  RBGISTEIU  1832— 3:S. 

ruition  from  the  two  great  families  of  die  size,  of  a  ipare  habit,  ani  of  ralfaer  • 
itzwilUam  and  Lascelles,  who  were  each  weakly^  constitution;  nor  were  his  great 
supposed  to  have  spent  upwards  of  oratoricid  exertions  unatteudei  fay  sub«»- 
]OU,00(M.  upon  the  contest.  Mr.  Wilber-  (juent  sufiering.  But  his  main  character- 
force,  however,  was  supported  by  a  public  istic  was  philanthropy,  and  thlit  philan- 
subscription  collected  throughout  the  coun^  thropy  took  its  origin  in  love  to  God ;  it 
ty,  and  was  again  successful.  was  kindled  at  the  sacred  fire  of  DiTine 

In  1812  Mr.  Wilberforce  retired  from  love,  and  burned  with  a  bright  and  steady 

the  representation  of  Yorkshire ;  and  was  lustre,  because  it  was  daily  replenished' 

elected  for  Bramber,  for  which  borough  from  its  hallowed  source, 
he  also  sat  in  the  two  subsequent  parlia- 
ments, until  he  finally  retired  from  his  se-  — 
natorial  duties,  by  accepting  the  Chiltern 

Hundreds,  in  1825.     He  had  then  sat  in  mrs.  hannah  more. 

parliament  for  forty-five  years.  Stffl.  7, 1833. — At  Windsor-terrace,  Clif- 

Mr.  Wilberforce  possessed  in  perfection  ton,  m  her  88th  year,  Mrs.  Hannah  More, 
two  most  essential  attributes  of  popular  This  deservedly  celebrated  lady  was 
declamation — the  choicest  flow  of  pure  and  bom  in  1744,  at  Stapleton,  Gloucester- 
glowing  English,  and  the  finest  modula-  shire.  She  was  one  of  the  five  daughters 
tion  of  a  sweet  and  powerful  voice.  The  of  a  school-master,  who  at  the  time  of  her 
exclusive  and  limited  system  of  opinions  birth,  kept  the  charity  school  at  the  Fish- 
which  he  adopted,  not  only  with  sincerity  ponds,  Stapleton.  His  means  were  noC 
but  with  passion,  rendered  him  earnest,  sufficient  to  g^ve  his  children  many  of  the 
vehement,  affecting,  where  a  philosopher  advantages  of  education ;  but  this  de- 
would  be  indifli*erent  and  frigid.  In  the  ficiency  was  supplied  by  their  own  talents 
course  of  his  parliamentary  career,  he  sup-  and  perseverance;  and  the  literary  abilities 
ported  Catholic  emancipation  and  parlia-  of  Hannah  having  been  made  known  to 
mentary  reform ;  reprobated  the  lotteries  some  of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  a  sub- 
as  injurious  to  public  morals ;  insisted  scription  was  formed  for  establislung  her 
that  the  employment  of  boys  of  a  tender  and  her  sisters,  in  a  school  of  their  own. 
age  in  the  sweeping  of  chimnies  was  a  Her  first  publication,  '*  The  Search  after 
most  intolerable  cruuty ;  and,  shortly  af-  Happiness,  a  pastoral  drama,"  was  writ- 
ter  the  hostile  meeting  took  place  between  ten  when  the  authoress  was  eighteen  years 
Tiemy  and  Pitt,  attempted,  although  in  of  age,  although  not  published  until  1773, 
vain,  to  procure  a  legislative  enactment  when  it  was  dedicatea  to  Mre.  Gwatkin, 
against  duelling.  By  the  present  lord  of  Cornwall,  through  whose  means  the 
chancellor  he  has  been  described  as  the  Misses  More,  had  obtained  many  pupil* 
''  venerable  patriarch  of  the  cause  of  the  from  that  county  and  Devonshire.  An- 
slaves  \  whose  days  were  to  be  numbered  other  of  their  warmest  friends  was  the  Rev. 
by  acts  of  benetolence  and  piety ;  whose  Sir  James  Stbnehouse,  Bait,  who  was  a 
whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  highest  very  popular  preacher  at  Bath  Abbey 
interests  of  religion  and  charity."  Churen.    The  establishment  proved  emi- 

In  1823  Mr.  Wilberforce  published  an  nently  successfVil,  and  fior  a  long  series  of 
*'  Appeal  to  the  Reli^on,  Justice,  and  Hu-  years  stood  foremost  among  uie  ftmale 
manity  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  schools  in  the  west  of  England. 
Empire,  on  behalf  of  the  Negro  Slaves  in  Miss  More'snext  production,  was  "  The 
the  West-Indies."  He  was  the  writer  of  Inflexible  Captive,  a  Tragedy,"  printed  in 
an  introductory  essay  to  Wetherspoon's  8vo.,  1764.  it  was  founded  on  the  story 
Treatises  on  Justification  and  Regenera-  of  Regulus,  and  was  acted  one  night  at 
tion,  in  a  series  of  Christain  Authors,  Bath.  In  the  same  year,  she  published 
published  at  Glasgow ;  and  he  also  made  "  Sir  Eldred  of  the  Bower,  and  the  Bleed- 
many  conmiunications  to  the  Christain  ing  rock,  two  Poetical  Tales." 
Observer.  Through  the  means  of  Sir  James  Stone- 
r  Mr.  Wilberforce  married,  at  Walcot  house,  she  was  now  introduced  to  Mr^ 
Church,  near  BathfMay  30, 1797,  Barbcura,  Garrack,  and  her  intimacy  is  marked  by 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Isaac  Spooner,  Esq.  an  "  Ode  to  Dragon,  Mr.  6(arrick's  house- 
of  Eldon  House,  in  Warwickshire,  by  dog,"  which  was  printed  in  4to.,  17T7r 
whom  he  has  left  four  sons.  Her  tragedy  of  Percy,  which  was  her  next 

The  spot  selected  for  Mr.  Wilberforce's  and  best  approved  dramatic  work,  was 

last  resting-place  is  within  about  three  brought  forward  at  Covent  Garden, 
yards  of  the  tombs  of  Canning,  Pitt,  and        Her  last  tragedy,  *'  The  Fatal  FalsP' 

Fox,  nearly  equi-disunt  from  each.    Mr.  hood,"  was  produced  in  1779,  but  acted 

WUberforcc  was  in  person  below  the  mid-  for  only  three  nights,  at  Covent  Garden. 
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Shordy  after,    her  opinions   on  publie  Religion  of  the  Heart  on  the  Conduct  of 

theatiee  underwent  a  change ;  and,  as  she  Life,"  2  vols.,  1811 ;  "  Christian  Morals/' 

has  herself  stated  in  the  preface  to  the  third  3  vols.,  1812  •,  "  Essav  on  the  Character 

volume  of  her  works.  *'  she  did  not  con-  and  W  ritings  of  St.  Paul,"  2  vols.,  1815 ; 

■sider  the  stage  in  its  present  state  as  be-  and  "  Moral  Sketches  of  Prerailing  Opin* 

coming  the  appearance  or  countenance  of  ions  and  Manners,  Foreign  and  Domestic, 

a  Christian;  on  which  account  she  thought  with  Reflections  on  Prayer."    The  col- 

]>roper  to  renounce  her  dramatic  produo*  lection  of  her  works  is  comprised  in  eleveit 

tions,  in  any  other  light  than  as  mere  octavo  volumes, 

poems."  Few  persons  have  enjoyed  a  higher  de- 

In  1785,  Miss  More  wrote  a  biograpbi-  gree  of  public  esteem  and  venerauon  than 

eal  preface  to  the  poems  of  Ann  Yearsiey,  Mrs.  Hannah  More.    Early  in  life  she  at- 

•the  milk- woman,  a  person  by  whom  she  tracted  general  notice  by  a  brilliant  display 

was  subsequently  treated  with  singular  in-  of  literary  talent,  and  was  honoured  witL 

gratitude,  and  which  led  to  some  bitter  the  intimate  aoquainumce  of  many  highly 

saturical  attacks ;  a  collection  of  the  con-  eminent  individuals.    But  she  quitted  in 

4roversy  on  which  would  form  an  octavo  the  prime  of  her  days  the  bright  circles  of 

volume.    In  1786,  she  published  "  Florio,  fashion  and  literature,  and  devoted  herself 

««Tale  for  Fine  Gentlemen   and   Fine  to  a  life  of  active  Christian  benevolence, 

Ladies ;"  and  the  "  Has  Bleu,  two  poems ;"  and  to  the  composition  of  yarious  works 

and  in  1786,  "  Slavery,"  a  poem.  having  for  their  object  the  religious  im- 

Her     first     prose     publication    was  provement  of  mankind.     Her  practical 

'*  Thoughto  on  the  Importance  of  the  Man-  conduct  beaatifull3r  exemplified  the  moral 

ners  of  the  Great,"  printed  in  1788 ;  and  fol-  energy  of  her  Christian  principles.    She 

lowed,  in  1791,  by  her  "Estimate  of  the  Re-  was   the   delight   of  a  wklely-extended 

ligion  of  the  Fashionable  World,"  both  sphere  of  firiends,  whom  she  charmed  by 

of  which  attracted  considerable  attention,  bier  mental  powers,  edified  by.  her  exam* 

About  the  same  time,  she  wrote  a  series  pie,  and  knit  closely  to  her  in  affection  by 

of  cheap  "  Tales  of  the  Common  People,"  the  warmth  and  constancy  of  her  firiend- 

one  of  the  most  popular  of  which  was  ship. 

"  The  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain."    In  Mrs.  More,  is  said  to  have  realized  up- 

1793,  she  published  "  VUlage  Politics,"  in  wards  of  30,000/.  by  her  writings.    Her 

12mo.;   and   after    retiring    about    this  charitable  bequesu  amount  to  upwards  of 

period  from  the  school  at  Bristol,  to  a  re-  10,0002. 
sidence  at  Mendip,  she  actively  employed 

herself  in  establishing  schools  in  that  rude  ' 

mining  district    In  1793,  she  published, 

"  Remarks  on  the  Speech  of  M.  Du  Pont  Rajah  Rammohctn  Rot. 

in  the  National  Convention,  on  Religion  Sqft.Tl,  1833 — At  Stapleton Park, the re- 

and  Education."    In  1799,  appeared  her  sidence  of  Dr.  Lam  Carpenter,  near  Bris- 

"  Strictures  on  the  Modem  System  of  Fe-  tol,  the  Rajah  Rammohun  Roy. 

male  Education ;"  a  work  which  so  greatly  This  learned  Brahman,  who,  during  his 

confirmed  her  already  high  character  as  a  sojourn  in   this  country  has  attracted  a 

preceptress,  that,  when  the  education  of  large  portion  of  public  attention,  was  the 

the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  became  son  or  Ram  Hant  Rov.    His  grandfather 

a  subject  of  serious  attention,  her  advice  resided  at  Moorshedabad,  and  filled  some 

and  assistance  were  requested  by  Glueen  important  offices  under  the  Moguls ;  but 

Charlotte.    Her  ideas  on  the  subject  were  bein^  ill-treated  by  them  towards  the  end 

afterwards  given  to  the  worki,  under  the  of  his  life,  his  son  took  up  his  abode  in 

title  of  "Hints  towards  forming  the  Char-  the  distria  of  Bordouan,  where  he  had 

acter  of  a  Young  Princess,"  2  vols.  6vo.  landed  property.    There  Rammohun  Roy 

1805.  was  bom.    After  studying  at  Benares, 

In  1809^  appeared  in  2  vols.  8vo.,  her  and  travelling  to  Persia  and  othercountries 

"  Coelebs  m  search  of  a  Wife."    The  title  of  the  East,  ne  accepted  employment  un- 

of  this  work  was  attractive,  and  the  sub-  der  the  East  India  Company,  and  attained 

ject  captivating,  especially  to  young  per-  the  highest  trust  which  could  be  enjoyed 

sons ;    and   it  was  seasoned  throughout  by  a  haiive,  that  of  dewan,  or  revenue  of> 

with  a  happy  vein  of  sarcasm,  whidi  en-  ficer  of  the  province  of  Runfpoor.    Here 

livened  the    conveyance   of   its   graver  he  formed  a  friendship  with  Mr.  Digby,  a 

morals.    There  were  no   less  than   ten  servant  of  the  company,  who  assisted  him 

•editions  in  less  than  one  year.  in  acquiring  the  English  language. 

Her  chief  subsequent  productions  were .  The  body  of  Hindoo  theology  is  eom* 

'-"  Practical  Piety,  or  the  Influence  of  the  prised  in  tKe  Veds,  which  are  writingB  of 
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very  hi^h  antiquky,  very  copious,  but  ob-  Public  in  defence  of  ibe  '  PieeepU  of  Je- 

■cure  in  style.    lUnimohun  Roy  transla-  sus'  -"  in  which  he  declares,  "That  th« 

ted  them  into  the  Bengalee  and  Hindoo  compiler  believed,  not  only  in  one  God, 

language,  ibr  the  bencSt  of  his  country-  whose  nature  and  essence  is  beyond  fau* 

men ;  and  afterwards  published  anabridg-  man  comprehension,  but  in  the  troths  r^ 

ment,  for  gratuitous  and  extensive  distri-  vealed   in  the   Christian   system."    Dr. 

bution,  of  which  he  published  an  English  Marsfaman,  of  Serampore  College,  alio 

translation  in    1816.     He   subsequently  published   a    series   of  animadversioDS, 

printed,  in  Bengalee  and  in  English,  some  which  led  to  a  very  remarkable  reply  firoBji 

of  the  principal  chapters  of  the  Veds.  Rammohun  Roy,  with  his  name  prefixed, 

The  father,  Ram  Hant  Roy,  died  about  which  is  distinguished  by  the  closeness  of 

1801  or  5,  having  divided  his  property  his  reasoning,  the  extent  and  critical  ae- 

Among  his  three  sons.    It  was  not  long  curacy  of  his  Scriptural  knowledge,  the 

before  Rammohun  Roy  became  the  only  comp^rehensiveneas  of  his  investigation,  the 

survivor;  and  he  thereby  possessed  con-  judiciousness  of  his  arrangement,  the  lu- 

•iderable  property.    From  this  period  he  cid  statement  of  his  own  opinions,  and  the 

appears  to  have  commenced  his  plans  of  acuteness  and  skill  with  wnich  he  oontm- 

remrming  the  reUgion  of  his  countrymen ;  verts  the  position  of  his  opponents, 

and  in  the  progress  of  his  efforts  to  enlight-  His  long-formed  purpose  to  visit  Europe, 

en  them,  ne  must  have  expended  larg^e  and  Engluid  in  particular,  seems  to  have 

sums  of  money,  for  he  gratuitously  distri-  been    suspended   by   legal    proceedings, 

buted  most  of  his  works  which  he  publish-  which  were  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 

ed  for  the  purpose.    He  now  quitted  Bor-  depriving  him  of  caste,  ai^d  thereby  of  hit- 

douan  and   removed  to  Moorshedabad,  patrimonial  inheritance ;  but  which,  at  an 

where  he  publislied  in  Persian,  with  an  immense  expense,  and  by  means  of  his 

Arabic  preface,  a  work  entitled  "  Against  profound  acquaintance  with  the  Hindoo 

the  Idolatry  of  all  Religions."    No  one  law,  he  eventually  defeated.    At  len^, 

undertook  to  refute  this  book ;  but  it  raised  the  Emperor  of  Delhi  havine  given  bun, 

up  against  him  a  host  of  enemies,  and  in  by  firman,  the  tiUe  of  Rajah,  ne  embarked 

1814  he  retired  to  Calcutta,  where  he  ap-  for  England,  where,  ahoitly  after  his  arri- 

appUed  himself  to  the  study  of  the  En-  val,  he  was  presented  to  his  Majesty  bv 

glish  lan^age  both  by  reading  and  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control, 

conversation';  and  he  also  acquired  some  and  had  a  place  assigned  to  him  at  the 

knowledge  of  Latin,  and  paid  much  at-  Coronation  among  the  ambassadors, 

tention  to  the  mathematics.  While  in  London  he  was  present  at  se- 

On  directing  himself  to  the  Christian  veral  anniversary  dinners,  and  other  pob- 

dreligion,  Rammohun  Roy  found  himself  lie  meetings :  and  repeatedly  attended  the 

much  perplexed  by  the  variety  of  the  doc-  worship  of  the  Unitarians,  at  their  differ- 

jtrines  which  he  found  insisted  upon ;  he  ent  chapels  in  or  near  the  metropolis.    It 

resolved,  therefore,  to  study  the  original  was,  however,  his  system  to  avoid  so  ftr 

Scriptures  for  himself;  and  for  thii^  pui^  identifying  himself  with   any  religious 

Stse,  he  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  body,  as  to  make  himself  answerable  for 

ebrew  and  Gbeek  lancfuages.    Becoming  their  act  sand  opinions ;  and  he  also  wished 

strongly  impressed  with  the  excellence  and  to  hear  preachers  of  other  denominations, 

importance  of  the  Christian   system  of  who  had  acquired  a  just  celebrity, 

morality,  he  published  in  1830,  in  English,  The  Rajah  died  of  a  fever,  acoompa- 

Sanscrit,  ana  Bengalee,  a  series  uf  selec-  nied  by  inflammation  of  the  brain.'^Incon- 

tions,  principally  from  the  three  first  Qoa-  sequence  of  a  dread  of  further  attacks  on 

5 els,  which  ne  entitled  "  The  Precepts  of  the  property  and  the  caste  of  bis  children, 

esus,  the  Guide  of  Peace  and  Happiness."  on  tne  part  of  his  bigoted  countrymen,  in 

He  passed  by  those  portions  of  the  Evan-  case  his  body  should  have  been  deposited 

Selists  which  have  been  made  the  basis  of  in  a  Christian  cemetery,  it  was  silently  in- 

istinctive  doctrines ;    and   also   (except  terred,  October  18,  within  the  precincts  of 

where  closely  interwoven  with  the  dis-  Stapleton  Grove, 

courses  gf  Christ)  the  narratives  of  mira-  It  is  added  that,  so  soon  as  be  thought 

cles,  believing  these  not  fitted  to  effect  the  himself  seriously  ill,  he  called  bis  native 

convictions  of  his  countrymen.      This  servant,  Ram  Rotton,  to  him,  and  directed 

work  brought  upon  him  some  severe  and  him  to  closely  observe  all  his  actions,  that  he 

unexpected    animadversions    in    "  The  might  on  his  return  to  India  testify  to  bis 

Friend  of  India."    Under  a  designation  eountrjrmen  that  he  had  never  changed  his 

of  "  Friend  to  Truth,"  Rammohun  Roy  religion,  or  lost  his  caste, 
published  *'  An  Appeal  to  the  Christian 
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FfRDTNAND  VII.,  KisQ  OF  SPAiN.  seuFs  iQ  the  National  Guard  of  hia  native 

Ferdinand  VII.,  King  of  Spain  and  the  town. 
Indies,  son  of  Charles  1 V.,  and  of  Maria  In  1791  he  commanded  a  battalipn  of 
Louisa  of  Parma,  was  born  in  the  Palace  volunteers  of  Haute- Vienne,  which  he 
of  St.  ndefonso,  on  the  14th  of  October,  led  to  the  army  of  the  North,  and  dlstin- 
1784;  consequently,  at  his  demise,  (Sep-  guished  himself  under  Dumourier  in  the 
tember,  1833,)  he  had  not  quite  completed  campaign  of  Belgium.  His  military  ta« 
his  49th  year.  A(  the  age  of  six,  he  was  lents  were  appreciated;  and,  in  May,  1793, 
proclaimed  Prince  of  the  Asturias.  On  he  obtained  the  rank  of  General  of  Bri- 
the  19th  of  March,  1808,  upon  the  abdica-  gade.  In  1791  he  was  advanced  to  the 
tion  of  his  father  (who  lived  till  the  19th  commandof  the  army  of  the  Moselle.  At 
of  January,  1819,)  he  ascended  the  throne,  the  head  of  these  troops  he  gained  the  vic- 
Six  or  seven  years  previously  to  this.  Go-  tory  of  Fleurus,  and  planted  his  colours 
doy,  the  Prince  ot  Peace,  undertook  to  on  the  Rhine  from  Coblentz  to  Gleves. 
bnngabouta  marriage  between  Ferdinand  In  the  succeeding  yeai*  he  crossed  the 
andaPrincessof  England;  but  the  rupture  Rhine,  and  maintamed  the  war  with  va- 
Vrith  Britain  put  a  stop  to  the  negotiation,  rious  success  till  1796.  In  1797  he  started 
and  a  double  alliance  was  concluded  be-  in  his  political  career,  having  been  nomi- 
tweentheheirofSpain,withhiscousin,Ma-  nated  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
ria  Antoinette,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  I V.,  On  the  18th  Brumaire  he  wasamong  those 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  between  the  who  foresaw  the  ambitious  views  of  Bo- 
Prince  Royal  (now  King  of  the  Two  Si-  naparte,  and  who  acted  on  the  reserve, 
cilies)  and  the. Princess  Maria  Isabella,  The  Emperor  eyed  him  with  disfavour, 
of  Spain.  The  marriage  took  place  in  but  he  eventually  rendered  justice  to  hia 
1802.  Ferdinand  was  devotedly  attached  deserts  and  his  unbending  integrity. 
to  his  wife ;  but  she  was  hated  by  the  In  1802  he  was  called  to  the  Council  of 
King  and  Glueen  of  Spain ;  and,  afler  a  State;  the  year  succeeding  saw  him  at  the 
life  spent  chiefly  in  melancholy  retirement,  head  of  the  'army  of  Italy :  and  on  the 
she  died  childless,  suddenly,  and  not  with-  memorable  19th  of  May,  1804,  he  was 
out  suspicion  of  poison.  created  a  marshal ;  but  on  the  breaking 

Glodoy  proposed,  as  a  second  wife  for  out  of  the  Austrian  war  (1805)  he  was  su- 

Ferdinand,  a  French  lady  of  the  house  of  perseded  by  Massena,an  indignity  of  which 

Beauhamois ;  but  the  Prince  refused  the  ne  complained:    In  1806  he  governed  Na- 

connexion.    It  was  not  until  the  year  1816,  pies  under  Joseph  Bonaparte ;  ard  in  1808 

that  King  Ferdinand  again  married.    He  ne  accompanied  that  personage  ir.to  Spain 

was  then  united  to  his  own  niece,  the  In-  as  his  major-general.    In  the  latter  post 

fanta  Isabella  of  Portugal,  daughter  of  Marshal  Jourdan  was  overwhelmed  wiUt 

King  Jonn  VI.    She  di^  on  the  26th  of  disgust,  and  his  counsels  were  met  with 

December,  1818;  and,  in  1819,  he  married  contempt,  by  the  courtiers  who  surrounded 

his  third  wife,  Maria  Josephine,  daughter  the  King  of  Spain ;  he  demanded  and  ob- 

of  Prince  Maximilian  of  Saxony.    Her  tained  his  recall  at  the  close  of  1809. — 

Majesty  died  on  the  17th  of  May,  1829.  However,  when  the  Russian  campaign 

Shortly  afterwards,  he  married  his  survi-  was  decided,  to  his  chagrin  he  was  sent 

Ting  Glueen,  Maria  Christina,  (bom  April  back  to  Spain,  where  he  conducted  the  in- 

27th,  1806,)  third  daughter  of  Francis  I.,  glorious  retreat  from  Madrid,  and  was  at 

present  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  length  overwhelmed  in  the  ruin  of  Vitto- 

eonsequently,  niece  of  Ferdinand.      By  ria.    Jourdan  had  already  the  reputation 

her,  he  had  a  daughter.  Donna  Isabella,  in  of  having  sustained  more  defeats  tnan  any 

favour  of%  whose  succession  he  obtained  other  French  general ;  but  this  last  threw 

the  sanction  of  the  Cortes.  all  his  former  ill  success  into  the  shade. 

Ferdinand's  eldest  brother,  Carlos  Ma-  Jourdan  retired  to  Paris.    There  he  quiet- 

rialsidore,  was  bom  on  the  29th  of  March,  ly  watched  the  declining  fortunes  of  his 

1788;   and  he  married,  on  the  29th  of  master;  after  whose  abdication  he  received 

September,  1816,  the  Infanta  Maria  Fran-  a  command  from  Louis, 
ces,  daughter  of  John  VI.  of  Portugal ;         When  Bonaparte  returned  from  Elba, 

by  whom  he  has  three  sons,  the  eldest  of  Jourdan  retired  into  the  country.    He  was 

whom  is  in  his  sixteenth  year.  one  of  the  first  to  recognise  the  authority 

of  Louis  after  the  second  restoration.    In 

Marshal  Jourdan.  1817  he  was  placed  over  the  seventh  mili- 

iVi9V.  23. — At  Paris,  I  aged  71,  Marshal  tary  division,  and  in  the  year  following, 

Jourdan,  Governor  of  the  Hotel  des  In-  was  admitted  amon^  the  new  peers.    Dii- 

valides.  ring  the  first  days  of  the  revolution  of  Ju- 

In  1790,  he  became  Captain  of  Chas-  ly,  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  finr  Fo- 
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reign  Afiain,  but  the  men  of  the  next  day        Marahal  Jomdan  irae  tbe  laat  represent- 

came  in,  and  he  willingly  surrendered  to  atire  of  the  military  glories  of  the  Re- 

them  his  place.     Shortly  afterwards  he  public.    "Jourdan  is  a  poor  general,"  said 

was  appomted  Governor  of  the  InTalids,  Napoleon,  at  St  Helena ;  "Imt  he  possess- 

wtiere  ne  made  himself  as  beloved  by  the  ed  the  virtues,  rare  among  his  oompetitoiiy 

aged  warriors  under  his  care  as  he  had  of  honoori  integrity,  and  humanity." 
been  by  the  soldiers  when  he  was  in  the 
army. 
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